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BOSTON PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY.

ANNUAL REFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

YEAR ENDED 31st. DECEMBER, 1250,

e e e e e

To : The Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses
- of the Borough of Boston,

belng the Boston Port Heslth Authority, ss constituted
bty the Beston Port COrders, 1933 end 1%59.

¥r. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my firaet
Annual Report on the Health Adminlstretion of the Port
of Boston during the year ended 3lst. December, 1950C.
The Heport has been compiled in accordance with the
requlrements of “emorandum 5ozfs.ﬂ. of the Kinistry of
Health.

The amount of shinping entering the Fort
during the year has been somewhat lower then that for
1949 owing to s dec¢rsase in coustwise shivping.

However, the number of foreign wvessels entering the

Doclk contlnues to inecrease ond 4£% vessgsels arrived
during 1950 as compered with 431 in 1949. The character
of the trade of the Port continues to ke the same azg In
orevious years, but the export of Coal has declined
considerably.

Once again thore has been a complete absence
of infectlous diseascs, end in this respect I am satis-
fied that present arrangenents are adeguats to deal
effectively with any outbresk that may occur.

During the year an inspection of the Port was
made by Dr. M.D. Mackenzie, Principal Hedical Offlicer,
Minlstry of Health, who expressed complete satlsfactlion
with the manner in whien the Health Administration of
the FPort was conducted.

In conclusion I should like to exnress my
thanks to asll econcerned for their co-operation and
assistance throughout the year.

I am, ¥r. Mayor, Ladlies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Serrant,
'JJ} I

Port Medical Officer of Health.

Public Health Department,
8, Bridge Street,
BOSTON, Lincs.

MARCH, 1951.
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ANSUAL REPORT
OF THE
MEDICAL.  OFFICER oF HEALTH.

YEAR ENDED 31st. DHC

o

JNEBER , 1250

usn.

TABEIE A.
1. AMOUNT OF SHIPPING ENTERING TH: FORT DURING THE YEAR
i | . : [ ' r
' Number i
} inspected. ; ;
Number [Humber of fumber of [Number of
Num-| Ton- By : the |reported vessels |vessels on [vessels
ber |nage if‘gdjﬁl gﬂyﬂitﬂl‘:f' to be |on which |which defects!reported as
‘OFficer| repector] d8fectq defects jwere found having, or
| or = ive, were gd repated lhaving had,
FHBﬂlth remedied [to Ministry lduring the
of Transport lvoy:;ge, in-
| Surveyoras. fectious
i | idisease on
i | ibDEI‘lﬂm
L] r I
Steamers | 59 !36,344| 42 s5¢ | 18 ! a3 011 | wi2
B*uotor 388 'e2,1600 21 | 31 | 5 By Wil | wal
2 Balling NL1°0 W11 | - =) = = 8 - ! =
£ Fishing nil | N1l - — ] - | ] = &
Total | 1
Foreipg 447 198,513 63 B85 21 ‘. 16 Nil 'E Nil
| i |
© Steamers | 25 | 6,442] 4 | 2 | 2 T R [T g
';‘Ehiﬂt.ar 2386 EET,E:'?51I (5] ; ) i 1 4 : Wil | Nil
= Sailing |Nil | Nil - - = Ead. 2 | =
Rmieme s et min o -1 S s ) ree 3 | -
1 ' 'Jf I 1 :
Tetal : i :
Ceostwise |261 |34,117 | 10 11 3 R Nil
Totnl ] i
ForeZ&n  loos 132,630 73 98 24 18 | Wi Nil
Coastwise : 1
# Includes mechanienlly propelled wvaasels other than steamera,
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CHARACTER AND TRADE OF FORT.

TABLE B
(a)

Passenger Trafflc during the year.

No. of Paasengers lst Class | 2nd Class | 3rd Class | Trans-migrants
Inwards Hil Nil Nil Nil
Outwards il Nil Nil Nil

o

(b)

The Principal Imports are §-

Cargo Traffic,

Grain Telegraph Poles Fruit & Vegotables
Dagls Flour & Pgeding Stuffs Petroleum

Battens & Boards Eotatoess Bulbs

Sleepers Fertilisers FPaper

The Prineipal Exports are :-

Basic Slag
Oyster Shell
Tinned Milk

Grain Potatoes Zinec Ashes General Continental
Sugar Fireclay Coal Gooda
(c) Foreign Porta from whlch vessels arrive.
Holland. sweden . Finland. Cermany. Eire.
Ams terdam Gothenburg Hamina Bremen Arklow
Derdrecht Halmstad Kaskinen Hamburg Cork
Due Bommel Hernosand Kasko Stettin Dungarvan
Flushing Hudikgvall Kemi Warnemande Foynes
Haarlingen Norrkoping Hotka Wismar Kinzale
Hansweert Otterbracken Kristinestad Waterford
Hoorn Fitea Lapaluoto France.
Maasluis Stugsund Mantyluoto Bayonne Belgium,
Middleharnis Sundsvall Raumo Bordeaux Entwerp
Rotterdam Wiestervik Valkom Gaen Ghent
= Lilerikzee Vasa Cherbourg Vilveorde
’ Russia. ¥Yxpila Dunkirk
Horway. Archangel Honfleur Foland.
Arendal Mesane Denmark. Rouen Gdynia
Onega ense Treport
Egypt.
A%axanﬂria Yuposlavia. Canada. Spaln.
Rijska Ficton meria

Medical Inspection of Allens.

The Fort of Boston is not an approved port, under the Aliens
Order, 1920, for the landing of allens.

L L T i

III.

WATER SUPPLY.

Source of Supply.

Water 1s supplied, both to the Fort and to shipping, from the
mains of the Boaton Corporation Woter Undertaking.

2.

Hydranta and Heosepipes.

Precaoutiona taken &

prevent contaminaticn. I3 bg regular
use, and are generally maintained in & satisfactory condition.

Water Boats.

re are no woter boats In the Port.

L

ainat contaminatlion.
A1l such I1ttings are properly housed in grnEecEIva boxes o

AY) receive conatent flushin



IV, PORT HEALTH REGULATICHS , 1833 and 1945.

1 Arrangements for desling with Declarations of Health :-

H.M: Customs and all shipplng agents are issued by the
Public Health Department with supplies of prescribed forms, which,
after completion, are returned to the medical Officer of Health.

2 Boarding of Vessels on Arrival :-

A1l infected or suapected wessels are boarded by the Medical
Officer of Health, either at the PFilot Zlcop or at the Landing Stage
Immediately outside the Dock Gates. This of course depends upon
the type of disease or other conditions to be dealt with,

S Notification to the Authority of inword vessels regquirding special
attention. (Wireless messapes, land signal stations, information
from pilots, Customs Qfficers, 6tc.) :-

Each week, detailed lists of infected ports are extracted from
the Ministry of Health Wieekly Record, and forwarded to the Port
Mareger and H,M, Customs for the informatlion of Pilots and other
Officers concerned. Arrangements are In force for immediate
notification Yo be glven to the Medical Offlcer of Health of any
vessels requiring special sttention.

| Communication by radio telephone iz avalilable between the
Dock MasterVs Office, Lock Head, and the Pllet Boerding Station,
which 18 situated in the Wash, five miles from Port.

The telegraphic address : "Port-helth, Boston" is reglstered
wlth the General Post O0ffice.

| 4, Mooring Stations designated under Article 10 -

(a) VWithin the Docks : The wacant berth in Beoston Dock.

{(b) Outside the Docks: The Juarsniine Station - "Clay Hole'.

5. Particulars of any Steanding Exemptions from the Provisions of
hrticle 14 :-
Nil,
B Experience of working Article 18 :-

It has not been necessary during the year 1950 to take any
actlon to restrict boarding or leavin; ships.

il What, if any, arrangements have been mode for :-

(a) Premises and Waiting Eooms For Medical Examination :

There are no arrangementsz in existence, or in my opinion
necessary. Having regard to the type of shipping using the Dock,
I am satisfied that medical examinations can most conveniently be
carried out cn board ships..

(b) Cleansing and Disinfection of Ships, Persons and Clothing
and other articlez :

Arrencements in existence provide for dizinfection of
infected quarters under the supervision of the Port Sanitary
Officer. Bedding, etc., can be disinfected at the Boston
Isolation Hospltal and Sanatorium.



10.

{Continued)

(c) Premises for the Temporary Accommodation of Persons for
whom such Accommodation 18 required for the Purposes o
tha Hepulations $

Such accommodetion is mRvailable at the Beston Isolatlon
Hospital and Sanatorium.

(d) Hospital Accommodation avallable for Plague, Cholera,
Yellow Fever, smallpox and other Infectlous Diseases :

Cases occurring under this heading are sent to Laceby
Hoapital.

(e) Ambulance Transport :

A motor smbulasnce ls provided by the Holland County
Council.

(f) Supervision of Contacts :

A1)l contacts are interrogated personally, and are fully
informed as to thelr obligations. At the same time a note 1a
taken of the address to which each 1s proceeding, snd iIf this is
situated outslde the area of the Authority, prompt notifieatlon
of the fact 1s given to the Local Authority concerned. A supply
of pre-paid printed post-cards is available, and one is issued in
every case to enable the Port lledical Officer to be notified of
any change of address.

Arrangements for the Bacteriocloglical or Pathological Examinestion
©of Hats for riague $-

Such examinations are arranged thrdﬁgh the Public Health
Laboratory 3ervice of the Medlcal Research Council.

Arrangements for other Bacterlological or Fatholeglcal Examinations -

Satisfactory arrangements are in exlstence for such
examinationa to be carrised out at elther of the undermentloned
Laboratorles :

(a) The Public Health Laboratory, Lircoln.

(Directed by the Medical Research Council for the
Mirnistry of Health).

(b) The Laboratory, Boston Group Hospital Management
Committee, General Hospltal, South End, Boston.

Information as to the Location, days and hours of the available
facllitiss for the Diagnosls and Treatment of Venereal Diascase
among Merchant Seamen under International arrangements, ineludiln
In=patient Treatment: also as to the steps taken to make theaa
Tacillties known to Scamen =

Arrangements for the dliagnosis and treatment of veneroal
digease are administered by the Boaton Group Hosplital Management
Committes of the Sheffield Reglonal Hospital Board,

Out=patient Treatment 1s available at the Clinic, London
Road Hospltal, Boston, which 1s within convenlent reach of the
Port. The fixed times of the clinic are as follows :

Tusadays ... s .o 2.50 pem. to 3.30 p.m.
FI‘idﬂ]’B W W W 4150 plml tO 6!30 P!mi

If necessary special appointments are made for seamen unable
to attend the fixed clirpics.,

=i
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11.

12.

(Continued)

In-patient Treatment can be arranged If necessary, such
cases being dealt with by the Grimsby Hosplital Management

Commiites.

In order bo acquaint seamen with all detalls of facilities
available to them, sulitable posters ars displayed in warious parts

of the Dock premlses. The informatlon is alse brought to the
notice of masters of vessels in the course of Inspections.

Arrangements forr Lhe Interment of Dead :-

Satisfactory arrangements can be made for the interment of
dead at the Boston Corporation Cemetery.

other Matters, i1f any, reguiring or receiving Attention i-

There are no items to report under this heading.

s

TABLE C,

Cases off Infectlious Sickness lended from Vessels.

Wo. of Cazes during

the Year 1650. Averapge Ho. of

Cases for Pre-
vicus 5§ years.

Ho. of Vessels

conecerned.

Disease

Passencers

Crow

Nil

Fil

kil

TASLE D,
Cases of Infectious Slckness oceourring on Vessels during

the voyage, but dispos d of prior to Arrival

—

}  Disease

No. of Cases during

the Year 1950. Ho. of Vessels Average No. of

Cases for Pre=-
vious 5 years.

concerned.
Passenpgars Crew

Nil Wil Nil Nil HNil

No cases of Plagwe, Cholera, Yellow Fever, Smallpox or
Typhus occurred during the year 1950 and no plague infected rats
were discovered; neither did any outbreak of Malaris occur on
an arriving ship.
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V. MEASURES AGAINST RODENTS.

Steps taken for Detection of Rodent Plague i1-

(a)] In Ships in the FPort :
Inspectione are carried out by the Port Sanltary Officer.

(b} On Quays, Wharves, Warehouses, &c., in the vicinity
of the Fort.

FE

The Boston Port Health Authority is responslble for the
administratlon of the Prevention of Damaze by Pesta Act, 1949,
within the area. All premises are subject to frequent inapection
by the Port Sanlitary 0fficer,

Measures taken to prevent the Passage of Rota between Shipsz and
the Shore -

kpsters of ships which are suspectsd of being rat-infested
are instructed to provide "mushrooms" on their ropes and to take
all precautions possible to prevent passage of rats from ship to
shore.

lethods of Deratisaticn of z-

(e) Ships:

The normal metheod is trapping. Polsoning is cccasionally
used and if Infestatlon 1s so heavy aa to warrant immediate
fumigation, arrangements are made through fumigation contractors at
Grimsby. As Boston i1z rot an approved Port for the lssue of
Deratization Certiflecmtes it has not been considered necessary to
make any other arrangements for the complete fumigation of ships.

(») Premises in the Vieinity of Docks or Quays:

Under the general direction of the Fort Senltary Offieer
8ll =zuch premises are kept under constant surveillanege by the
Authority's Rodent Officer. Prebalting is earried out at regular
and frequent intervals and 1s followed by any other necessary
action. i

Messures token for the Deteetion of Rat Prevalence in ships and on
Shora $- '

—

(a) The Port Sanitary Officer carries out examinations of
ships, also of the Dock area.

(b) The Authority's Rodent (Officer carriesa out frequent
routine surveys of the Dock arean,

Rat-proocfing 1~

(n) To what extent are Docks, Wharves and Warehouses, &c.,
Rat Froof?

The Fruit Shed (3outh side) is of iron construction with a
concrete floor, whilat the general merchandise warehousss on thea
North side of the Dock are of concrete.

(b) Action taken to extend Ret-proofing:

1. In Ships, any work found to be necessary 1a carried out
under the supervfaion of the Port Sanitary Officer.

ii. On Shore, the exlisting bulldings are of satiafactory
construction and are maintained in & rat-proof condition. d

—

— A




RATS DESTROYED DURING THE YEAR 1950.
TABILE E.

(1) On Vessels

T : T T T 1
i ! - i | | ! Total
Number of Rats. |Jan!Fab; Mer | Apr| May| Jun|Jul!lAug Sep!ﬂctﬁlioijEr;l in
] | Year
i i | | 1
! ! - 1 1
Elaﬂ-k LI - ow = - ‘ e - 1. = I = [ ! - — ! - : — s ! I"]il
Brown ... ses - - - - 3 - i 2 B - - || = - 13
Species not recorded - - - - - - = - - = - - Wil
i i | ,
Examined ki - - - = = - 1 - | = - - - i = | Hil
Infected with Plague | = | - | - | - - - | -} =] =" = =1 =] Nil
TABLE F.
{(2) In Doeks, Quays, Wharves and Warshouses,
| | T FF | Total
Mumber of Rats. { Jan |Feb| Mar|Apr| May|Jun | Jul|Ang!Sep| Oct| Nov|Dec| in
i L | Yoar
i g #
Ela(‘.k - ow - . | e = 1 i - - - - - E 1 l E = - E
1 i 1
El"'mm LA ] L llg - Eﬂ- El‘ - '? 4 ':'r 4 I;lﬁ 14 — lCE-ﬁ
I
Species not recorded | - | - - -1 =-1-1 = = e - = e L ot [ L U
I
Examined sen | = - = - | - - = = = o — = 2
| { i |
Infaected with Plague E - - - ! - ) == | o= | = | = |Ni1] - - Mil

® These figures relate to bodies recovered. It is estimated
s that as B resnlt of poisoning a further 465 ratas were killled during
the year.

TABLE G.

Measures of Rat Destruction on Plague "infected" or "suspected" Vessals
or Vessels from Plagus infected Ports arriving in the Port
during the Year

]
Total Number of such Vessels arriving | w11
(1) :
Humber of such Vessels fumigated by S0
(2) Hil
Number of Rats killed
Number of such Vessels fumlgated by HCH Nil
{4)
Number of Rats killed
(5) Hil
Number of such Vesssls on which trapping, peisoning, &c.,
were employed Wil
{6)
Number of Rats killed il
{73
Humber of such Vessels on which measurez of Rat Destruction
were not carried out Nil
(8)




TABLE H.

N
| %
i

Deratisation Certificates and Deratisation Exemption Certificates 1ssued

durlng the year,

This table is AInepplicable as Boston 13 not an Approved Fort.

411 ships inspected carried walid certificates.

-

VI. HYGIENE OF CREWS' SFACES.

TABLIE J.

Clasaifiention of Wuisances.

« P Struetural | Dirt, vermin
Hatlonallty Humber inspected Defects of Defects anpd other
of Vessel. during the Year. original through conditions
conatruction. | wear and | prejudicial
tear. to health.
British 25 2 1 4
Other Nations 72 5 2] 20

1.

2.

VII. FOOD INSFECTION.

hetlon taken under the Publie Health (Imported Food) Rasulatinn&,
1937, the Public Health (Imported KMilk) Kepulations, 1526, and the
Public Health (Preservatives, &e,, in Food) Regulationa, 1925 to
1940 2=

No occasion for any action under the above Regulations
arogse during the year 1950,

Shell-fish ¢-

There are Mussel and Cockle Beds within the Ares of the
Port Health iuthority in the Wash. These are periodically
inapected, and asomples of the shell-fish are taken for analyala.

No action was necessary during the year 1950, either under
the Publie Health (Shell-fish)Regulations, 1834, or the Food and
Drugas Act, 1938.

Number of Samples of Food examined by t-

(a} Eﬂctﬂriﬂlﬂﬁiat ras .an .o sss N1l

{b} ﬂnﬂly;t T DR "wn (] e Hil




