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BOSTON PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY.

ANNUAL REFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,
YEAR ENDED Slst. DECEBER, 1948,

To: The Meyor, Aldermen and Burgesses
of the Beorough of Boston.

being the Boston Port Health Authority, as constituted
by the Boston Port Orders, 19383 and 1939.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I heve the honour to present to you my Annual Report
on the Health Administration of ths Port of Boston during the
yeer ended 3lst. December, 1945, The Report hes been compiled in
accordance with the recuirements of Vemorandum 302/8.A. of the

Einistry of Health.

During 1949 the trade of the Fort has continued to be
much the same as in previous years. The amount of forelgn shipping
sntering the Dock during the year inereased slightly, although
during the some perlod there was a decrease in coestwise shipping
resulting in the totsl figure being slightly higher than that for
1948. MNevertheloess trade hes been brisk and besrs fevourable
gomparison with any cther port of a similer capacity. Infectious
Diserses have boen particularly conspicucus by thelr sbsence,
although the continuod efficioney of the Health Administretion
would enatble effsctive action to be taken should any outbraalk

QCour.

In conclusion I should like to oxpross my thenks
to all concarned for their co-operation and assistance

throughout the year.

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ledics mnd Gentlemen,

Your ohedisnt Servant,

IO Lol rdron

Port Mesdical Officer ef Health.
Publi¢ Health Department,
8, Bridge Street,
BOSTON, Linecs.

FARCH, 10°0.
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OF THE
OFFICER oF HEALTH.

TABIE A.
1. AMOUNT OF SHIPFING ENTERING THE PORT DURING THE YEAR.
Humber Humber of
inapected vessels
reported as
Mumbor |lusber o|Humber of |naving, or
Num-| Ton- [By the [By the rﬁpuﬂﬂi vessels |vessels on having had
ber | nage [Medicall|Sanitary| ©0 bejeor whichpwhich defects |guring the
0ff'ice r| Inspsotar defeet-| defects |[were found voyage; in
of ive. WeEre el reparted |Papotious
Health remedied |to Mindstry |digesse on
i of Trensport |board. -
Survayors |
Steamersa BE |47,763 | =2E 6E 13 1o nil mil
Bxliotor 345 (52,496 | 31 47 B 7 Nil Nil
§5a111ng Nil| Wil - = = = - E;
[ Pishing | Wi1| mil - - 2 - - &
Total
Foreign 451 100,260 | 63 109 21 1B Hil Hil
o Steamers 64 20,091 10 & & Nil Nil
(]
En!ﬂtﬂr 280 |54 ,748 27 52 & Nil Hil
@ Sailing | Wil| Wil . : 4 2 = =
S Fishing | ni1| wil - i < 2 & =
Total
Coastwlse | 344 |B4 B39 37 38 10 B Wil il
Total
Forelgn
and
Coastwise | 775 |155,008| 920 147 31 25 Hil Hil

% Includes mechanically propelled vessels other than steamers.
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II. CHARACTELR AGD TRADE OF PORT,

TABIE B
(a) Paszenger Traffic durtng the year.

No, of Passengers. lst Glass| 2nd Class| 3rd Class| Trans-migrants
Inwards Nil Hil N1l Hil
Outwards Nil Nil Hil Nil

(b) Corgo Traffic.
The Principal Imports are :-
Grain Telegraph Feoles Fertilisers Bulbs
Denls Flour & Feeding Stuffs Petroleum Bosic Slag
Battens & Boards Paper Oyster Shell Tinned Milk
3leepers Potatoes Frult & Vegetables

'ne Princlpal Exports are !

Grain
SgEar

(ec)

Hollond
Amaterdam

Due Bommael
Hansweart
Hoorn
Mepsluis
Middleharnis
Oud Beyerland
Rotterdam

3t. Anne Land
Llerikzee

Balgium
Entwerp

Ghent

Pototoes
Fireclay

-

Coal
Zine Ashes

Genernl
Goods .

Forelgn Ports from which Vessels arvive.

Finland.

Abo Ausltardwik Skelleftehamn
HalesenlahEtl Batskornag Skoghall
Homino Bl nkaholm Stugsund
Helsingfors Lollata Sundsvall
Jekobstad cthaenberg Tyssivick
Kasko Groakullaviken TUmee
Kemi Hudiksvall Waljn
Kotla Koranas
Loviso Rralnger Garmai
Mantylueto KEristinehomn Homburg
Patenieme Norrigoping Stettin
Rafso Hyh o mn Worneminda
Roumo Dalkarshpmn Wlamar
Valkom Fitea
Ppland
Gydnin

= -
oW Lan .

Sweden cont'd.

Medlcael Incpectlon of Allans.

Continental
Froancea.
i i! eppe el

Dunkirk T
FRouen

Horway _
Christianhamn
Forsgrunn
Skien

Russiso
Archangel
Mesane
Fetehorao

Denmark

Odense

The Port of Beston iz not on approved port, under the Allens

Order, 1920, for the landing cf

diens.

e e . S R .

111, WATER SUFPLY.

1. 3ource of Supply.

Woter is supplied, both to the Port and to shipping, from the
mains of the Boston Corporation Wiater Undertaking.

2, Hydrants cnd Hoaspipea.
things are properly

-to prevent contomination.

aueh

Frocountions token o

ainst contomination.
coused in protect
411 receive constont flushing by regular

use, and are generclly mointnined in a satisfactory eondition.

2« Water Boats.
ere are no woter boats in the Fort.

S
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IV, PORT HEALTH REGULATIONS, 1833 and 1948,

Arrangements for dealing with Declarations of Health :-

H.M.Customs and all shipping agents are lssued by the
Public Health Department with supplies .ef prescribed forms, which,
after completion, are returnsd to the Medical O0fflcer of Health.

Bearding of Vessela on Arriwval :-

All Infected or suapected wessels are boarded by the Medileal
Officer of Health, elther at the Pilot Sloop or at the Landing Stage
Immediately outside the Deock Gates. This of course depends upon
the type of dlsease or other condltlons to be dealt with.

Notificetion to the Luthority of inward vessels regquiring special
attention. (Wireless messages, land slgnal stations, Iﬁ%ormation

irom pllots, Customs OIflcers, etec.) :=

Each wesk, a detalled list of infected ports 1s extracted
from the Ministry of Health Weekly Record, This 1ist is forwarded
te the Port Manager for the informatlon of Filots, H.M.Customs
Officers, etcs Arrangements are in force for immediate notification
to be given to the Medlcal Officer of Health of any vessals requiring
apecial attentlon.

Communieation by radic telephone 1s available between the
Deck Master's Office, Lock Head, and the Pilot Boarding Station,
which 1s situvated In the Wash, five mliles from Port.

The telegraphic address ; "Port-helth, Boston" is registered
with the General Post 0ffice.

Mooring Stations deslgnated under Article 10 :-

(2] Within the Docks : The wvacant berth in Boston Dock.

(b) Outside the Docks: The Quarantine Station - "Clay Hole".

Farticulars of any 3tanding Exemptions from the Provisions eof
Article 14 :-

Nil.

Experlience of working Article 16 :-

It has not beeén necessary during the year 1940 to take any
actlion to restrict boarding or lsaving ships.

What, 1f any, arrangements have been made for :-

{a) Premises and Waiting Rooms for Medical Examination :

Thers are no arrangemsnts In exlstence, or In my opinion
necessary. Having regard to the type of shipping using the Dock,
I am satlsflied that medical examinatiéns can most conveniently be
carried out on board ships.

(b) Cleansing and Disinfection of Ships, Persons and Clothing
and other articles :

Arrangements in'existence provide for disinfection of
infected guarters under the supervision of the Port sSanltary
Officer. Bedding, etc., can be disinfected by steam in the steam
disinfector at the Boston Isolation Hospital.
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(Continued )

ad TN

{dii&%ﬂﬁges'fﬂf the Temporar Accommodation of Persons for
whom such Accommodntton l& regaired fFor Lhe Furposes of

the Hegulatliconaz :

- Such accommodation 13 available at the Beston Isclation
Hospital.

(fn)] Hospital Accommodation available for Plague, Cholera
follow Fever, omellpox ard OLRBr InTEctious ﬁIsaaaasj :

Cases oceccurrlng under this hesding are referred to the
Boston Group Hospltal Mansgement Committes of the Sheffield Regicnal
Hospltal Bdard.

(e) Ambulance Transport :

A motor ambulance is provided by the Holland County
Council.

(f) SBupervision of Contocts

All contacts aras interrogated personally, and are fully
informed as to their obligations. At the same time a note ls taken
of the address to which each is procseding, and if this 1s sltuated
outside the area of the Authority, prompt notificatiocn of the fact
is given to the Local Authority concerned. A supply of pre=-paid
printed post-cards is available, and one is lssued in every case
to enable the Fort Medical Officer to be rnotificd of any change
of eddress.

Arrangcments Ffor the Bactericlogical or Pathologleal Examination
of Hats for Flapgue.

such examirations are arranged through the Publie Health
Laboratory serviee of the Medieal HReseareh Council.

Arrangemcnts for other Bacteriological or Pathologlcal Examinationsg-

Satlsfactory arrangements are in exlstence for asuch
gxaminationa to be carried out at either of the undermentioned
Laboratorics :

(a) The Public Health Laboratory, Lincoln.

(Directed by the Medical Research Council for the
Ministry of Health).

(b} The Holland County Council Public Health Laboratory,
Boston.

{ Provided by the Hollord County Council).
Information as to the Location, days and hours of the avallsable
Tecilifics for tho Diagnosis and Trootment of Venereal Diseease
among Mercheant 3eamen under International arrangements, Ilnclud

fn-E% ent Treatment; also as to the steps taoken to meke these
acilities own to Seamon :-

Arrangements [or the dliagnosis and trestment of veneresl
disease are administered by the Boston Group Hospital lManagement
Committee of tha Shefficld Regional Hoapital Board.

Out=patient Treatment is availablo st the Clinie, Londen
Road Hospital, Boston, which i3 within convenient reach of the
Fort. The fixed times of the clinic are as follows @

TLI-.JSﬂH.}"ﬂ PR W [ ] R R 10aiml t":} 12 !DD n'n‘m'l'
iﬂt'r:ﬂﬂlj,ﬂ‘jﬂ Tl [ R Eplmi tﬂ' E‘Iﬂﬂ lel

If necessary, spceial appolntments are made for seamen unable
to attend the fixed clinics.
-‘E—




10. {Continued)

In-patient Treatmsnt can be arranged if necesasary, such
gases being dealt with by the Crimsby Hespltal Management

Committes.

In order to acqualnt seamen with all detalls of facilities
available to them, suitable posters are displayed in warious parts
of the Dock premises. The information is also brought to the
notice of masters of wessels in the course of inaspection.

1l. Arrangements for the Interment of Dead :-

Satisfactory arrangements can be made Cor the interment of
dead at the Boston Corporation Cemetery.

12. Other Matters, if any, requiring or receiving Attention :-

There are no items to report under this heading.

PP

Cases of Infectious Zickneszs landed from Vessels.

No. of Cases during
the Year 1949, Ho. of Vessels | Average Ho. of
Caaes for Pre-
Dilsesasc vious 5 years.
Pagsengers Crew concerned .
Wil Nil Hil Nil Nil
TAELE D.

Cazes of Infectious Siclkness occurring on Vessels during

the voyage, but dispesed of prior to Arrival

Ho. of Cases durin
the Year 1949. ¢ No. of Vessels | Average No. of
Cases for Pre-
Disease vious & years.
Passengers | Crew concerned
wNil Nil Wil Nil Hil

No cases of Plague, Cholera, ¥Yellow Fewer, Smallpox or
Typhus occurred during the year 1949 and no plague infected rats
were discovered: neither did any outbresk of Malaria oceocur on
an arriving ship. :
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V. WEASURES AGAINST RODENTS.

Steps taken for Detectlon of Rodent Flapue :-

{a) In Ships in the Port:

Inspactions are carried out by the Fort Sanitary Officen

(b) On_Quays, "harves, liarenouses,&c. in the vicinity
of ‘the Port: L |

The Soston FPort health Authority is responsible for the
administration of the Rats and Mice Uestruction Act within the area.
All premises are subject to fregquent inspection by the Port
Sanitary Officer.

Measures taken to prevent the Fassage of Rats between Ships and
the shore :-

ligesters of ships which are suspected of being rat-infested
are Instructed to provide "mushrooms" on their ropes and to take

all precautions possible to prevent passage of rats from shlp to
shore.

Methods of DUsratisation of :-

(a) Ships:

The normal method is trapping. Polaoning ia occasionally
used and if infestation is so heavy as to warrant immediate
fumigation, arrangemsnte ars made through fumigation contractors at
Grimsby. As Beoston 1s not an approved Port forr the issue of
Deratisation Certificates it has not been conaidered necessary
to make any other arrangements for the complete fumigation of shipa.

{b) Premises in the Vicinlty of Docks or Quayss:

Under the general direction of the Port Sanitary Offlcer
all such premises are kept under constant surveillence by the
Authority's Rodent Ufficer. Prebalting is carried out at regular
and frequent Intervels and 1s follewed by any other necessary
action.

Messures taken for the Detection of Rat Prevalence in Ships and on

Shore :-

(a) The Port Sanitary Officer carries out examinatlons
of ships, also of the Dock ares,

{(b) The Authcrity's Rodent Officer carries out frequent
routine surveys of the Dock area.

Hat-proofing :-

{a) To what exsent are Docks, %harves and VWarehouses, &o.,
Hat FProofy

The Fruit Shed (South side) is of iron construction with a
conerete floor, whilst the general merchandise warehouses on the
North side of the Dock are of concrete.

(b) Action taken to extend Rat-proofing.

i. In Ships, any work found to be necessary is carrled
out under the supervislion of the Port Sanitary Officer.

ili. On Shore, the existing buildings are of satisfactory
construction and ars maintalined in a rat-proof condition.




3 RATS DESTRGYED DURING THE YEAR 194%.

TABLE E.
{l) On Vezszels

; ' ' I i i | iTotal
Humber of Rats. Jan Feb Mar [ipr |uay [un [Jul pug Sep Pet ov Dec | in
Fear
Black saw s - - - - = - - - - - - - ll il
BTQ“'I‘]. - e — - = E - - 1 - - E - . ! E..
Species not recorded |- |- |- |=-|[-=-|-!-]|-1|-}|-1-1- i Nil
Examined L - - - - - - = = = = = - ! Wil
R e (= = - [ <] =l =0 === ]=|=]=}3n2
TABILE F.
(2) In Docks, Quays, Wherves and Warehouses.
. | L A ! ITotal
Humber of Hats Jar F:hljar.hpriLay Jun}Jul |Aug |Sep [0ct [Nov |[Dec | in
| , Tear
1 T |
Blﬂﬁk ] e | = i = i T ! - = - - - - - - - '?H-
I R S
BI"C"!'I'I. " rw LR R - fo I'].E I 6 = E = L - = 12 = EBI
Species not recorded | - | - ' - : - -1 - = e O] R EE S e B |
I .
Examined S =E i 1§ - sh=1=1=1= i 1
! : |
Infected with Plague - | = Inili = - =l = S CeEE * Nil

X These figures

that as a result of
the year.

It is estimated
were killed during

relate to bedies recovered.
poizeoning a further 104 rats

TABLE G.

Measures of Rat Destruction on Plague "infected" or "suspected" Vessels,
or Vessels from Plague infected Ports arriving in the Port

L (8)

during the Year

Total Wumber of such Vessels srriving Nil |
(1) 1

Number of such Vessels fumigated by 302 Nil |
(2)

Number of Rats killed Nil
(3)

Number of such Vessels fumigated by HCH Nil
(4)

¥umber of Rata killed Nil
(5)

Number of such Vessels on which trapping, poisoning, &c.,

were amployed y Nil
(&)

Humber of Rats killed Nil
(7} i

Number of such Veszels cn which measures of Rat Destruction |

were not carried out I ¥il

-

=T




TiLBLE H,

Deratisntlon Certificotes and Deratiscticn Exemptien Coertificcotes isauned

during the year.

This table is inapplicable z2a Boston 1s net on Approved Pork.

All ships inspected carried wolid certifiecotes,

VI, HYGIENE OF CREWS' SPACES.

TRELE J.

Clozaificotion of Nuiesances.

Structurcl Dirt, vermin

Retionellity Number inspected | Defocts of Dcfocts and other
of Voceaeol, during the Yecor. original through conditions
constructlion. wear end projudicial
toar. to health,

British a7 5] 1 12

Other Nations

'_l
[
L
LA
Fr

11

1.

VIl. FOOD INSFECTION,

Action token under the Public Hezlth {Imported Foed) Ragulntlnﬂa,
1937, the Publie Health (Imported Milk) Regulcotions, 1926, and the
Public Heaolth (Proscrvotives, &c., in Food) Regulaticns, 1225 to
1940 :-

No occasion for any oction under the above Regulotions
arose durlng the yeor 1949,

Shell-fish :-

Thare arc Mussel and Cockle Beds within the Arca of the
Port Health Authority, in the Winsh, Theosc are pericdically
inspected, and saomples of the shell-fish are takon for upnlyals.

No action was nocessury during the ycar 1949, elthor under
the Public Hoalth (Shell-fish) Regulctions, 1954, or the Food and
Drugs Ackt, 13938.

Humber of Samples of Feood cxomined by i=

(n) Boetoriologiat .<o: ccs ess sss Nil,

{b_] Rﬂf'-].:;r"ﬁt— AR E @ EE wEd ETE AEF AEE Hil.
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