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OBSERVATIONS ON VITAL STATISTICS.

POPULATION :

The Registrar-General’s estimated mid-year population, 23,120
shows a slight increase over the figure for 1946, which was 22,760.
The number of births for the year exceeded the number of deaths by
250.

BIRTHS :

A total of 555 live births (300 males, 255 females) were registered
during 1947. The live birth rate of 24.0 per 1,000 compares very
favourably with the figure for last year, which was 22.1, and that
for the whole of England and Wales in 1947, which was 20.5.

The number of illegitimate live births was 34 (20 males, 14
females), which is 6.19, of the total live births. The total illegitimate
live births in 1946 was 46.

STILLBIRTHS :

There were 17 stillbirths registered (9 males, 8 females), giving
a stillbirth rate of 29.7 per 1,000 total live and still births, as compared
with 30.9 in 1946.

Taken as a rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population, a
figure of 0.73 per 1,000 is arrived at, which is slightly higher than
the figure given by the Registrar-General for the whole of England
and Wales, namely 0.50.

MATERNAL MORTALITY :

It is satisfactory to note that there were again no deaths from
puerperal causes assigned to the Borough in 1947,

INFANT MORTALITY :

There were 22 deaths of infants under one year of age (12 males
10 females). This figure includes two illegitimate children (1 male,
1 female). The death rate of 39.6 per 1,000 live births shows an
increase on the figure for 1946 (namely 27.9), but compares favour-
ably with the figure for the whole of England and Wales, which was
41.0. \

DEATHS FROM DIARRH(EA (children under 2 years of age) :

There was one death (female) under this heading in 1947. The
resulting death rate per 1,000 live births is 1.8, as compared with 5.8
for the whole of England and Wales.
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DEATHS FROM ALL CAUSES :

The actual number of deaths allocated to the Borough after
deduction of those occurring in non-residents and addition of deaths
of residents which occurred outside the Borough, is 305. This figure
gives a crude death rate of 13.2 per 1,000 of the resident population,
slightly higher than for 1946, which was 12.4.

The figure for the whole of England and Wales for 1947 is 12.0.

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS. -

I am indebted to N. H. Middlebrook, Esq., Meteorologist, for the
following particulars regarding weather conditions during 1947, as
recorded by him at the Meteorological Station, Freiston Road,
Boston : —

January : The first 10 days were cold with frost every night
and maximum day temperatures rather low. From the 21st real
wintry weather set in with frost every night and much snow. Mean
maximum temperature for month 39.7° was below the average (43.3°)
and mean minimum at 30.5° against average 34.7°. Rainfall, includ-
ing snow, 2.04” against average 1.62",

February : A month which will long be remembered for its
severity. There was only one night when air frost was not registered.
There were snow-falls on 20 days, and snow lay on the ground every
day of the month. Among many outstanding phenonema was the
long continuous frost of 343} hours. Mean maximum temperature
at 31.9° against average of 44°, mean minimum at 26.1°
against average of 33.6°. Rainfall, including snow, at 1.79” against
average of 1.46”.

March : The month opened cold and remained so until the 15th
when temperatures rose sharply, and remained high until the end of
the month, Snow had laid on the ground continuously for 45 days.
From the 12th, when the thaw at last set in, rain fell on almost every
day. The result of all this rainfall and thawing snow was widespread
flooding and bursting of river banks. Boston itself escaped but
serious flooding ensued in the surrounding districts. Total rainfall
for month at 4.41” against average of 1.56”. Mean maximum
temperature at 44.2° against average of 49.0°.

April : After a rainy start the month continued fine with temper-
atures about average. Rainfall at 1.76” against average of 1.35”.

May : A fine and very warm month, particularly the last days
when very high temperatures were recorded. Rainfall was very low,
.29” against average of 1.76”. Two thunderstorms were recorded.
Mean maximum temperature was very high, 68.3° against average of
61.4°.
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June : A brilliant month, very warm with temperatures for the
first few days many degrees above normal. Rainfall was above normal
on account of a sharp, severe thunderstorm which occurred on the
27th, when 1.23” of rain fell in 25 mins. This is at the rate of nearly
3” per hour, an intensity rarely experienced in England. Total rain-
fall, 3.01” against normal of 1.82".

July : The severe thunderstorm of the 27th June caused a break
in the fine spell and rain fell for the first 10 days. The remainder of
the month was fine and warm. Thunderstorms occurred on 6 days.
Total rainfall at 1.46” against average of 2.20”,

August : Another record month both for sunshine and lack of
rain. Except for a short shower on two days which only produced
.02” of rain, the month was dry and no further rain fell. The max-
imum temperature recorded was 85°. Two waterspouts were observed
on the last day of the month.

September : Weather continued fine and warm with very little
rain. Mean maximum temperature at 69.5°, well above the average of
65.3°. Measurable rain fell on 9 days only, the total being 1.19”
against average of 1.76”.

October : Normally the wettest month of the year, average
rainfall being 2.74”, the extraordinary low amount of .16” only was
recorded. Mean maximum temperature was 60.5° against average
of 56.70°. There were, however, three ground frosts.

November : Mild conditions prevailed until the 23rd, after which
date temperatures dropped quickly. Rainfall again well below normal,
1.09” against average of 2.00”.

December : The cold weather which was prevalent at the end
of November continned into December, severe frosts being recorded
on the first three nights. Subsequently mild conditions prevailed
from the 4th until almost the end of the month. Rainfall at 2.03”
against average of 2.15".

SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE BOROUGH.

LABORATORY FACILITIES :

There has been no change in the Laboratory facilities during
1947.

The Holland County Council Public Health Laboratory has
continued to render a useful service to the Public Health Service and
to medical practitioners in the Borough. The following table gives

particulars of specimens examined on behalf of the Public Health
Department during the year : —



ThiGRE 7SWahE st sl fu AN SR it oyt 76
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Advantage has again been taken of the Public Health Laboratory
of the Medical Research Council at Lincoln. Samples submitted for
examination have been mainly in connection with the inspection and
supervision of food, and details will be found in Section E.

The Laboratories of the Royal Institute of Public Health and
Hygiene, London, have continued to carry out chemical and bacterio-
logical examinations of water samples on behalf of the Department.

AMBULANCE SERVICES :

The Boston and District Motor Ambulance Service, a voluntary
organisation, continued to provide an excellent service during the
year. Two motor ambulances are maintained, and one full-time day
driver and one part-time night driver are employed. In addition to
journeys in the locality of Boston, 53 long distance journeys were made
- for patients residing in the Boston area. Below is given a statement
shewing work carried out during the past five years : —

Patients No. of road acci- :
Year. conveved, dents attended. |Mileage covered.
1943 688 21 0,648
1944 815 21 12,054
1945 s14 13 15,276
1946 686 16 12,962
1947 690 13 14,763

For the conveyance of infectious cases, the County of Holland
Joint Isolation Hospital Board maintain a motor ambulance at that
hospital.

The Holland County Council .Transpﬂrt Department also
maintains ambulances and sitting cars for use in connection with that
Council’s Public Health Services.

NURSING IN THE HOME :

The Boston and District Nursing Association continued to under-
take home nursing in the Borough during the year, and it is estimated
that 2,000 visits were paid to sick cases in 1947.

PUBLIC MORTUARY :

The Public Mortuary is managed by the Borough Engineer’s
Department. 1 am satisfied that the Mortuary is properly conducted
and the facilities adequate.



HOSPITALS .

The Hospital facilities remained unchanged during the year. The
Boston General Hospital was again unable to bring more than 75
of its 95 beds into use during the year owing to continued staff diffi-
culties. 1,596 in-patients were dealt with, and 6,161 out-patients made
18,926 attendances.

TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS :

These arrangements remained unchanged in 1947. The Tuber-
culosis Dispensary, Venereal Diseases Clinic and Orthopadic Clinic
are held at the Holland County Emergency Hospital. The Clinics
operated in connection with the School Health and Maternity and
Child Welfare Services for Ophthalmic, Dental and minor defects, are
held at the Health Centre, London Road.

The Cleansing Station also continues to function at the Health
Centre, and details as to the number of cases of scabies dealt with
will be found in Section F of this Report.

SUPPLY OF INSULIN TO DIABETICS :

In accordance with the provisions of the Public Health Act, 1936,
and Circular 2734 (1943) of the Ministry of Health, the Corporation
has since 1943 provided supplies of Insulin free of charge to poor
persons in the Borough suffering from Diabetes. Cases are dealt
with on the recommendation of the private doctor, who refers them
to the Public Health Department. Details as to the number of cases
provided with regular supplies of Insulin since the inception of the
Scheme are as follows : —

O Foh S A T Gl et TR T 4 cases
112 F Ul o8 e - S SRS el S M i & CASES,
i T e N il e N O+ AN T e o 5 cases.
52 L e A S e e e S S e e 10 cases.
R R e e ey kD 11 cases.

THE SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES :
These services are provided by the Holland County Council.

BOROUGH MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE
SERVICES.

The Corporation of Boston is the Maternity and Child 'Welfare
Authority for the Borough. After the 5th July, 1948, these Services
will be administered by the Holland County Council in accordance
with the National Health Service Act, 1946, the said Council being
the Local Supervising Authority under the Midwives Act.

A very satisfactory degree of co-operation continues to exist
between the Public Health Departments of both Authorities. The
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Maternity and Child Welfare Services, details of which are given
under the following sub-headings, have been greatly appreciated and
continued to run smoothly. Dental treatment for expectant mothers
is again the only service of which full advantage has not been taken.

ANTE-NATAL CARE :
(a) The Borough Ante-Natal Clinic.

The Ante-Natal Clinic is held at the Health Centre
weekly on Mondays from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The Borough
Ante-Natal Consultant is in attendance to carry out examin-
ations, and another great advantage of the Scheme is that
the Midwives are also in attendance (see ‘* Midwifery Ser-
vices,”" below) to meet their future cases and to learn at
first-hand the findings of the Consultant.

No charge is made for the service. Cases in which any
defects or abnormalities are found are given appropriate
advice and referred either through the Boston Schemes or to
their own private doctors for treatment. Where necessary,
X-Ray examination is also arranged, and details as to the
number of cases so dealt with in 1947 are set forth in the
appropriate section of this Report. The following statistics
have been tabulated of the work of the Clinic since its
Inauguration :—

Total No, Of

Year. Sessions  held. women who Examinations
attended. carried out.
1944 48 246 304
1945 49 238 373
1946 48 250 337
1947 48 244 307

(b) Other Arrangements.

Expectant mothers who have booked maternity beds at
the Boston General Hospital or at the Holland County
Council Wyberton West Hospital are called to the Ante-Natal
Clinics organised by the respective Hospitals.

2. HEALTH VISITING :

The Health Visiting work of the Borough is ably carried out by

the two Health Visitors.

Details of Visits paid during the Year 1947,

Nature of Visits. First Visits. Total Visits.
To expectant mothers ... 108 165
To children under 1 year of age 2o 2,966
i
To children between 1 and 5
years of age — 4,317
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Number of infants wholly breast-fed on leaving

the Unit ... Bl b e T ST i 245
Number of cases notified as ophthalmia neon-

RADFHIR 8 T 5 o e S DR R Nil.
Number of maternal deaths ... ... .. .. ;- Nil.
Samber of stllbirthe . i s e e 12

Number of infant deaths within 10 days of birth 9

The infant deaths were due to : —
Atelectasis | il Nk s Mo, 7 v e AL
Prematurity (twins, 1 set} ...... R bt
Prematurity .. b e LT e e S
oavalsipns= et ! sl OO T e S iR

== ) S

(b) The Holland County Council Wyberton West Hospital.

This Hospital, situated in the Borough, has a Maternity
Unit which is, however, mainly for County Cases, except as
mentioned under the next heading.

(c) The Borough Materity Beds Scheme,

This Scheme, which was inaugurated in 1937, has con-
tinued to operate successfully during the year. Reservations
are made by the Corporation for the admission of 8 cases
per month to the Boston General Hospital Maternity Unit
at a cost of 10 guineas per case, the patients making a con-
tribution towards the cost according to their financial cir-
cumstances. Emergency cases have been accommodated
within this Scheme during the year. :

In April, 1947, a further Scheme was put into operation
enabling cases of abnormalties of pregnancy to be admitted
to the General Wards of the Hospital, the patients again
paying a proportion of the cost according to their financial
circumstances. 4 such cases were admitted during the year.

By arrangement with the Holland County Council,
bookings have been allocated to the Borough to enable a
small number of cases to be admitted to the Maternity Unit
at Wyberton West Hospital. The cost to the Corporation
amounts to 5 guineas weekly for each case, patients again
contributing according to income.

Admissions to Maternity Units under the Borough Scheme.

—_—

Year. Boston General Hospital, Wyberton West Hospital.
1943 82 —
1944 a9 el
1945 92 . 21
1946 105 : 21
1947 113 34
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5. HOME AND DOMESTIC HELPS :

A Home Help Scheme was -brought into operation early in the
year to provide home and domestic help to deserving cases, priority to
be given to confinements at home. However, in spite of widespread
publicity, the Scheme has not progressed as well as was hoped owing
to the difficulty of building up a suitable panel of Home Helps, due
to the part-time nature of the work. Only one case was provided with
a Home Help during the year.

6. CARE OF PREMATURE INFANTS :

Twenty-nine premature babies were notified to me during
1947 as being born to mothers in the Borough. Of these 13 were
born at home and were nursed entirely at home, 10 surviving at the
end of one month. 16 were born in hospital, of which 12 survived at
the end of one month., There were, therefore, 7 deaths of premature
infants.

Information as to prematurity is received by the Public Health
Department when births are notified. On the printed cards isssued
to midwives, etc., for this purpose, space is provided for details of
weight at birth when this is 531lbs. or less.

Each case is visited and carefully investigated by the Health
Visitors, who give appropriate advice and also submit to me a special
report. During the period when hot water bottles have been in short
supply, these have been issued on loan from the Public Health Depart-
ment as required.

Institutional treatment is available when necessary at the Boston
(General Hospital.

7. CARE OF ILLEGITIMATE INFANTS :

In the course of their duties, the Health Visitors pay special atten-
tion to the care of illegitimate children.

Close liason is maintained with local moral welfare organisations
and I am satisfied that the problem receives adequate attention.

8. THE BOSTON INFANT WELFARE CENTRE :

The work of the Infant Welfare Centre has continued to grow
steadily during 1947. Sessions have continued to be held at the
Health Centre on three afternoons weekly, namely Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays, from 2 to 4 p.m., when I attend together with
the Health Visitors. The assistance provided by the team of volun-
tary lady workers is of great value to the smooth-runinng of Welfare
Sessions.

Attendances have again increased considerably and the approx-
imate percentage of children born in the year who attended the
Welfare Centre has increased to 85%,. Total attendances over the
past 5 years are as follows : —
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9. BOROUGH TREATMENT SCHEMES FOR CHILDREN
UNDER 5, EXPECTANT MOTHERS, ETC. :

(a) X-Ray Examination of Expectant Mothers.

Cases in which such examination is desirable are referred
by the Ante-Natal Consultant from the Clinic. By arrange-
ment with the Holland County Council, the examination can
be carried out at the County Emergency Hospital by appoint-
ment. No charge is made by the Corporation to the patient.

Nineteen cases were examined under this Scheme in 1947
compared with seven in 1946.

(b) Dental Treatment—Expectant Mothers.

Cases requiring dental treatment are referred to me by
the Ante-Natal Consultant, Health Visitors or Midwives.

Minor treatment (necessitating’ only one or two extrac-
tions or fillings) is carried out by the County Dentist by
arrangement with the Holland County Council. No charge
is made to the patient.

Treatment necessitating multiple extractions and pro-
vision of dentures is carried out by arrangement with the
private dentist of the patient’s choice. Patients are required
to pay contributions according to their means.

Cases undergoing minor treatment by the County

Dentist during 1947 ... N I s 14
Cases treated by private dEIlT]Eth and httted with

dentures under the Seheme .5 i v st v 8
Cases referred, but who did not accept the facilities

L A TS B L TN i A A S S A SN

(c) Dental Treatment—Children under 5.

Children suffering from dental defects are referred from
the Infant Welfare Centre or Day Nursery, or by the Health
Visitors. By arrangement with the Holland County Council,
treatment is carried out by the County Dentist, and no charge
is made by the Corporation to the parents. Where necessary,
teeth are extracted under gas anasthetic.

Children treated by County Dentist in 1947 ... . 18

Children referred, but who failed to accept the
facilities offered: . .20 52, Tl ¥

(d) Treatment for Ear, Nose and Throat Defects—Children
under 5.

Children suffering from enlarged tonsils and adenoids
are referred by me from the Infant Welfare Centre. .Oper-
ative treatment is carried out at the Boston General Hospital.
Parents are required to pay a contribution according to their
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means, except in cases covered by the Hospital Contributary
Scheme, in which a modified charge is made by the Hospital
and no parental contribution is sought.

Children with other defects or complications of this
nature are referred to the Consultant Aural Specialist for ex-
amination and report. Thereafter, arrangements are made
for any treatment indicated.

Children who received operative treatment for

Tonsils and for Adenoids in 1947 ... ... ... ... 15
Children referred to the Aural Specialist in con-
SR A On T ™ e e S Ve Bl G, 2

The number of children receiving operative treatment
during the year is considerably less than in previous years
due mainly to the fact that operative treatment for tonsils
and adenoids was suspended during the summer months
owing to the outbreak of acute poliomyelitis.

(e) Ophthalmic Treatment—Children under 5.

Children suffering from defects of vision are referred by
me from the Infant Welfare Centre to the weekly County
Ophthalmic Clinic, where they are dealt with by arrange-
ment with the Holland County Council.

Difficult cases, such as those requiring operative treat-
ment for squint, etc., are referred to the Consultant Ophthal-
mic Surgeon, who attends weekly at the Boston General
Hospital.

No charge is made to parents for this service, but cost
price is charged for any spectacles provided.

Number of children referred to the County Oph-

thalmic Chnic: duriag 987 = = v L yis 32
Attendances made by the above ... .. .. .. 115
Number of children referred to the Consultant

LT ORI 17 e by o b e A S e 19
Number of children provided with spectacles under

the Secheme in- 1946 .. ot ol v LS W YR 16

(f) Orthopadic Treatment—Children under 5.

By arrangement with the Holland County Council,
children referred by me from the Infant Welfare Centre as
suffering from orthopadic defects are dealt with under that
Authority’s comprehensive Scheme.

Cases are called to attend at the Orthopadic Surgeon’s
monthly Clinic.  Thereafter, treatment is provided as
follows : —

16









SECTION C.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE BOROUGH.
WATER SUPPLY.

I am indebted to Mr. D. H. Ball, Water Engineer, for the follow--
ing report on the Borough Water Supply : —

1 BTATISTICS, BETC.

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(b)

Rainfall : At Revesby Waterworks for 1947—19.40 inches,
a decrease of 8.31 inches on 1946, and 6 inches below average.

Evaporation : At Revesby Waterworks for 1947—16.52
inches, an increase of 4.77 inches on 1946.

Volume of Water Supplied from Revesby and Fordington
during 1947—430,172,000 gallons, an increase of 20,594,000
gallons on 1946, despite the restrictions imposed on the
supply during the second half of the yvear arising from
drought conditions.

Average gallons per Day : 1,179,000 (Revesby—534,000,
Fordington—645,000) an increase of 67,000 gallons per day
on 1946.

Domestic and Trade Consumption in the Borough are
estimated at 32 and 11 gallons per head per day respectively.
Waste inspection and detection measures have been system-
atically undertaken both day and night with beneficial
resuits. Cold water taps rewashered (free of charge) during
1947—1,116.

New Services Connected during 1947—239.

QUALITY OF WATER.

Based on the analysis made by the Royal Institute of
Public Health on samples drawn from the mains in various
parts of the Borough at frequent intervals, the water has
throughout the year been of satisfactory quality. '

Samples have also been taken by the Water Engineer
during each month of the year at Revesby and Fordington,
of the raw water at each source and the treated water
passing to supply. The Public Analyst (Mr. W. W.
Taylor, B.Sc., F.R.1.C., of Nottingham) has on all occasions
reported the water passing to supply to be of satisfactory
chemical and bacteriological quality for domestic use and
dairy purposes and adequately chlorinated.

The Ph values of the Revesby and Fordington waters are
7.0—8.0 and therefore not liable to have plumbo-solvent
action.

(c) There was no form of contamination in the public water

supply during 1947.
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(d) The proportion of the houses in the Borough supplied by
standpipes and outside taps is relatively small, whilst in the
rural portion of the Corporation’s Statutory area of supply
9 &.tdndplpe supplies serve a population of approximately
200. It is to be hoped that the Ministry of Health will permit
a start on the Rural Water Scheme during 1948 as the need
for piped water supplies for domestic and agricultural pur-
poses in many of the parishes north of Boston is extremely
urgent.

3. OQUANTITY OF WATER AVAILABLE :

As indicated in 1(c) above the second half of the year presented
considerable anxiety and whilst it was necessary to prohibit the use
of water for non-essential purposes, reduce pressures in the mains
and cut-off at specified times supplies to bulk consumers, complete
failure was averted, although it has to be admitted that a relatively
small percentage of the water population of 25,000 suffered a certain
amount of inconvenience during the day-time, week-ends excluded.

Works in hand : —

(a) New Borehole at Fordington.

(b) Installation of three additional pressure filters and chemical
plant at Revesby.

(c) Improvements to Reservoir and gathering grounds at
Revesby.

(d) Installation of Booster Plant—Horncastle Road—Boston.

4. PARTICULARS AS TO LENGTHS OF NEW MAINS LAID
DURING YEAR.

Borough.
Dia. Length (Yards)
1. Maud Street LA R £ A 4" 70
2. Edwin Street * .. T A 3” 140
3. Wide Bargate G F Al Lt 6" 35
4. Granyille Styeet . o0 ot 4” 300
5. Church Road Housing Site ... 6" 120
ARG " S e aplhi: o St i s bl 4" 260
8., Skirheck Road, = e e s 6" 500
7. West Street and West Row ... 6” 300
— 1725
Spilsby Rural District,
Fishtoft Drove—Frithville ... ... i 3000
— 3000
Total yds. ... 4725

or 2§ miles (approx.)

(Signed) D. H. BALL,
M.I.Mun.E., A ILWE,

1st July, 1948. Borough Water Engmeer.
20



DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE :

The only new sewers laid were those on Council Housing Sites.
Normal repairs and cleansings were carried out. Work on the new
West Side Sewerage Scheme continues,

PUBLIC CLEANSING AND SALVAGE SCHEMES :

House refuse is collected at fortnightly intervals. The Salvage
Collections continue to be very satisfactory and waste paper collections
increased from 295 tons in 1946/47 to 368 tons in 1947 /48.

SWIMMING BATHS :

Due no doubt to the prolonged fine weather the swimming baths
situated on the east bank of the Haven was very popular both with
adults and school children and attendances were above the average.
Samples of the water were submitted for analysis at intervals through-
out the season and although none of them was described as completely
unsatisfactory, they were of a fairly uniform low standard. The
chlorination plant was maintained in good condition but having regard-
to the source of the water it is very doubtful whether chlorination
alone would produce a water of a high standard of purity.

MEASURES AGAINST INFESTATION :
(a) Rodent Control.

(1) Sewer treatments.—Two maintenance treatments were
carried out during the year the first one commencing
January 20th and the second one November 17th.
Following previous practice, the first of these treatments
was carried out by the Pests Officer, assisted by two
labourers engaged specifically for this operation. Owing
to the severe weather the work extended over a period
of nearly three months but in spite of all the difficulties
encountered operations were at no time completely
suspended.

For the second treatment two experienced men were
hired from the Rodent Division of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, together with a van. With
the assistance of the Pests Officer they completed their
work in 6 days. This represented a great saving in
time and money besides releasing the Pests Officer for
other work.

(2) Surface Infestations.—110 cases of minor infestations
were dealt with and were found mainly to be associated
with back garden poultry houses and pig styes. The
majority of persons responsible were appreciative of
advice but many objected to paying for service. In no
case however, was it found necessary to issue a statutory
notice to enforce our requirements.

(b) Verminous Houses.
The number of houses found to be verminous was as
follows : —
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(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
T BB a3 v v 1 e AR RS Y A S Sl Sl 15 Nil
(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceeding sub-head) found not to be
in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation 548

2.—Remedy of Defects during the Year without Service of
formal Notices.
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in con-
sequence of informal action by the Local Authority
or Theitooiloers « e S n b, SR e i S 81

3.—Action under Statutory Powers during the Year.
A.—Proceedings under sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing

Act, 1936 :
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served reqmrmg FEPAIS i o s 25

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices : —
(a) By owners R e U L o R R 21
(b) By local authority in default of owners ... 9

B.—Proceedings under Public’ Health Acts : —

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
DeeEIEE 7 ) e e e e R 72

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices : —

(@) B OWIIPEE el s st hihuts / agiitn s Lt P 42
(b) By local authority in default of owners .. 4
C.—Proceedings under sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act, 1936 :—
Nil.
D.—Proceedings under section 12 of the Housing Act,
1936 : —
Nil.

4.—Housing Act, 1936—Part IV.—Overcrowding.
Owing to the impossibility during the war years of keeping the
records up to date, no accurate figures can be given.

SECTION E.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND MEAT INSPECTION.

The Slaughterhouse in Pipe Makers Lane continues in use with
little or no alteration. The numbcr of carcases killed and inspected
shows a decrease on last year’s figures, the decrease being particularly
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BOSTON PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY

ANNUAL REPORT

of the —

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

Year ended 31st December, 1947,

Table A.

I. AMOUNT OF SHIPPING ENTERING THE PORT DURING

THE YEAR. .
| 5 : i »umber | Number
: :\Illll"lfl- I-II-‘i]'rH'l:LEI-I ol "BH&EIS u‘l vemels
| [ Nanibst n:".l ;l'i'llil‘lh. report ed
{ Number |of vessels :EaE&rE;g :f h:ﬁ:g
| Number | Tonnage | By the | reported lon which qu;4 had
' - Medical | By the | 1o be defects ' and re. |duringthe
' Officer ot | Sanitary 'Defectivel were ported 10, voyage
Health |Inspector| | remedied pioistryof infectious
| | | Transport |dizease on
| ' | Surveyors| board
= ( Steamers | 74 | 38386 9 20 Gt L Nl | 8
= | *Motor 197 26,183 16 a7 3 32 | Nil
27 Sailing .. .. |  Nil il — - | = — | = —_—
B | Fishiog.. .. | MNil Mil -— il R I I _
Total Foreign.. | 271 | 64,539 | 25 i e 9 | il 3
2 ¢ Steamers i 118 | 24,245 8 17 4 4 | Nil Nil
3 | *Motor .. | 346 41.550 14 39 4 4 il 1
%] Sailing .. | Hil Mil —_ —= il — = -
5 | Fishing .. 1 14 — R - = i
| = LUOHY
Total Coastwise | 465 | 65,809 22 66 1 Lar B Nil 1
-- ! : .
Total Foreign | | |
and Coastwise | 736 1130348 | 47 103 | 11 17 Nil | 4

*Includes mechanically propelled vessels other than steamers.
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2. Hydrants and Hosepipes—Precautions taken against contamina-
tion.
All such fittings are properly housed in protective boxes to prevent
contamination. All receive constant flushing by regular use, and
are generally maintained in a :amfact-:nr}r condition.

3. Water Boats.
There are no water boats in the Port.

IV. PORT HEALTH REGULATIONS, 1933 AND 1945.

1. Arrangements for dealing with Declarations of Health.

H.M. Customs and all shipping agents are issued by the Pubiic
Health Department with supplies of prescribed forms, which, after
completion, are returned to the Medical Officer of Health.

2. Boarding of Vessels on Arrival.

All infected or suspected vessels are boarded by the Medical
Officer of Health, either at the Pilot Sloop or at the Landing Stage
immediately outside the Dock Gates. This of course depends upon
the type of disease or other conditions to be dealt with.

3. Notification to the Authority of inward vessels requiring special
attention— (wireless messages, land signal stations, informa-
tion from pilots, Customs Officers, etc.).

Each week, a detailed list of infected ports is extracted from
the Ministry of Health Weekly Record. This list is forwarded to the
Port Manager for the information of Pilots, H.M. Customs Officers,
etc. Arrangements are in force for immediate notification to be given
to the Medical Officer of Health of any vessels requiring special
attention.

The Medical Officer of Health is also connected by telephone with
the Pilot Boarding Station, which is situated in the Wash, five miles
from Port.

The telegraphic address : ‘' Port-health, Boston "’ remains
registered with the General Post Office.

4. Mooring Stations designated under Article 10,
(a) Within the Docks : The vacant berth in Boston Dock.
(b) Outside the Docks : The Quarantine Station—'* Clay
Hole." :

5. Particulars of any Standing Exemptions from the Provisions of
Article 14.
Nil.

6. Experience of working Article 16.
It has not been necessary during the year 1947 to take any action
to restrict boarding or leaving ships.

7. What, if any, arrangements have been made for :
(a) Premises and Waiting Rooms for Medical Examination.
There are no arrangements in existence, or in my opinion
necessary. Having regard to the type of shipping using the
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(b)

Dock, I am satisfied that medical examinations can most
conveniently be carried out on board ships.

Cleansing and Disinfection of Ships, Persons and Clothing
and other articles :

Arrangements in existence provide for disinfection of
infected quarters under the supervision of the Port Sanitary
Officer. Bedding, etc., can be disinfected by steam in the
steam disinfector at the County of Holland Joint Isolation
Hospital.

(c) Premises for the Temporary Accommodation of Persons for

whom such Accommodation is required for the Purposes
of the Regulations.
Such accommodation is available at the County of
Holland Joint Isolation Hospital.

Hospital Accommodation available for Plague, Cholera,
Yellow Fever, Small Pox and other Infectious Diseases.
Isolation Hospital accommodation is provided adjacent
to the main County of Holland Joint Isolation Hospital,
near the Borough of Boston Boundary and within convenient
reach of the Port.

(e) Ambulance Transport.

(f)

A motor ambulance is provided by the Joint Isolation
Hospital.

Supervision of Contacts.

All contacts are interrogated personally, and are fully
informed as to their obligations. At the same time a note is
taken of the address to which each is proceeding, and if this is
situated outside the area of the Authority, prompt notification
of the fact is given to the Local Authority concerned. A
supply of pre-paid printed post-cards is available, and one
is 1ssued in every case to enable the Port Medical Officer to
be notified of any change of address.

Arrangements for the Bactetiningical or Pathological Examination
of Rats for Plague.

Any such examinations would be arranged through the Public

Health Laboratory Service of the Medical Research Council.

9. Arrangements for other Bacteriological or Pathological Examina-

tions.
Satisfactory arrangements are in existence for such examinations

(a)

(b)

to be carried out at either of the undermentioned Laboratories : —

The Public Health Laboratory, Lincoln.
(Directed by the Medical Research Council for the Ministry
of Health).

The Holland County Council Public Health Laboratory,
Boston (provided by the Holland County Council).
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