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An attempt has been made to estimate the incidence of venereal
disease in one section of the population in Bootle by examining the
blood in the placentae of a series of patients delivered at the Municipal
Maternity Home. One hundred and fifty-four specimens of blood were
examined for the Wassermann reaction and all proved negative, with
the implication that the patients were free from syphilitic infection.
It is interesting to contrast this with the examination of blood of
patients attending the Ante-Natal Clinies at the Edinburgh Royal In-
firmary and at the Ante-Natal Clinies in Cardiff (reported in 1927),
which gave 6'5 per cent. and 85 per cent. positive Wassermnann reac-
tions rvespectively ; further, Cruickshank in a Medical Research Council
LReport in 1924 on the examination of 1,350 placental bloods derived
from the Glasgow hospital elass reported 42 per cent. Wassermann
positive reactions, although he pointed out that the value of a negative
reaction in the new-born is considerably less than the value of a similar
veaction in the adult or even in older children.

Eduecational prupnguml;l work was eontinued H]rnuglmut the year
by the Mersevside Boroughs Health Education Committee, consisting
of representatives of the Health Committees of the four Merseyside
Boroughs with their respective Medieal Officers of Health.

VIII. MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

The outstanding feature of the year in connection with Mafernity
and Child Welfare was the opening on Tth June of the Health Centre,
Novth Reereation Ground, by Sir Georze Newman, Chief Medieal
Officer, Ministry of Health. This building dispensed with a number of
centres seattered through the north of the town in which the Health
Committee, Education Committee, and the Maternity and Child Wel-
fare Sub-Committee were condueting various health activities, and pro-
vided in suitable surroundings a specially-designed centre in which ecould
proceed with efficiency and comfort the Tubereulosis Dispensary work
for the whole of the Borough, as well as the activities of the Sehool
Medieal Service and the Maternity and Child Welfare Serviee in the
northern half of the town.

It is difficult to say which seetion of the work cained most from
the transfer, and the appreciation of the public using the Centre was
expressed not only direetly, but indivectly in increased attendances,
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During the year two cases of maternal death during pregnaney
and parturition occurred, the eauses of death being registered respec-
tively as (1) anaemia, cortical neerosis of kidneys, toxaemia of preg-
naney, concealed haemorrhage, and (2) broncho-pneumonia, pyelone-
phritis, The circumstances of the confinements were investigated by
the Medieal Officer of Health, who received the full co-operation of
the medieal attendants econcerned and confidential reports, not
identifying the patients, were sent to the Departmental Committee
on Maternal Mortality set up by the Ministry of Health.

The six deaths i,lum classified to pregnaney and childbirth give
a maternal mortality rate of 339 per 1,000 (live) births, and the tollow-
ing table shows that although there have been wide fluctuations in this
rate, the loeal ES[‘]HI‘{EH{'L‘ has been somewhat more favourable than
that of the couniry as a whole.

Materxar. MonpraLiTy.

(Ulassification as in use since 1911).

BooTLE. Excraxp & WaLes.

Period. | IO e R Wy
No. of Deaths. Rate per 1,000 Births. | Rate per 1,000 Births.
|
1911-1920 Fith 3138 407
14%21-19225 31 410 , 300
19026 2 108 412
1927 10 550 411
1928 3 1'72 4°48
1929 5 301 489
1830 G 385 ; 440
1941 ¥l 126 I 411
1952 I G 3730 | 4924

INFANT WELFARE.

Notification of Births Acts.—The number of live births notified
under these Acts was 1,604, or 990 per cent., of the total number of
births (namely, 1,711) actually registered within the Borough; of the
1.604 notifieations 274 were of births to parents who normally resided
outside the Borough. 1,665 notifications were received from midwives
and 29 from doctors and parents.  In addition there were 75 still-births
notified (including 11 to non-Bootle residents).
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Home Visitation of Infants.—There are seven officers on the health
vieiting staff, of whom one devotes her time to general clinic super-
vision and to certain special duties, two give half their time to tuber-
eulosis visiting, and another gives one-quarter of her time to the Sehool
Medical Service; the establishment is, therefore, equivalent to 5§
visitors giving their whole time to Maternity and Child Welfare
duties. This staff allowed on the average of the payment of four visits
to each infant under one year, two visits each to infants in their second
vear, and one visit to each child between the ages of two and five years.
[n all, 16,654 visits were paid, as compared with 15,445 during 1931.

Infant Welfare Clinice.—The baby eclinic is not concerned with
acute illness beyond referring such cases for treatment to private prae-
titioners or to the hospital. Its basic funetion is the giving of advice
to mothers of healthy and apparently healthy babies not only on feed-
ing but on the general hygiene of infant life; all the other activities of
the baby elinics, such as weighing and the distribution of milk and
simple medicaments, are subsidiary to the inculcation of the principles
of mothercraft.

There are at present six Infant Consultations held weekly at two
Centres. The number of new infants presented for examination and
ndvice at such Centres during the year was 1,424, as compared with
1,426 during 1981, and 1,340 during 1930; of these, 1,002 were infants
under the age of one year, and 402 were over that age. The total
attendances throughout the year deereased to 22,963 from 23,508 during
1931. The average attendance at each meeting varied from 493 at the
Thursday morning session at the Health Centre to 970 at the Wednes-
tlay afternoon session at the Health Centre.

YOUNG CHILD WELFARE.

The need for care and supervision of the child during the period
following early infaney is now well recognised, and for some years past
pavents have been encouraged to avail themselves of the facilities
offered for this purpose at the Infant Clinies, and in special cases at
the Sechool Clinies,

The main business of the child of this age is the formation of good
and regular habits. Breathing, sleeping and eating ave all processes
which ean be disordered by wrong management, and advice on these
points is found to be the most frequently required during consultations
at the Clinies.
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(a) The raising of the age under which the reception of children
for reward must be notified from seven to nine years.

(b) Notification of reception of a child to be before, instead of
after, reception.

(¢) The scope of the work of the Infant Life Protection Visitor
has been extended to eover not only the nursing, but also
the general health and wellbeing of the child.

The number of such children supervised by the Health Visitors
was 15 on 31st December last.

Boarded-out Children.—At the end of the year the same five
children were on the Register of Children boarded out by the Council
under Part VI. of the Publie Assistance Ovder 1930, as at the end of
1931, All cases on the Register were visited at regular intervals by the
School Nurses, who paid five visits to each during the year. The rules
contained in the Order have been observed, and the reports on the
homes and general conditions relating to the children have continued
satisfactory throughout the year.

The Liverpool Child Welfare Association.—This Association has
continued to send workers one morning each week to the School
Medieal Offices to facilitate the arrangements for dealing with recom-
mendations of the medical staff of the Council or private doctors for
the provision of surgical applinnces, cod liver oil, extra nourishment,
or convalescent home treatment, to infants and school children.

IX. HEALTH EDUCATION.

Iifforts to improve the general standard of the health of the people,
to prevent ill-health, and te encourage personal physical well-being,
are amongst the most important duties of the Health Department.
The time has long since passed when legislation and administration had
to be directed to the prevention of gross insanitary eireumstances, and
there is a growing realisation of the fact that the maintenance of
health is a personal matter, and the avoidance of disease and disability
is inercasingly becoming the duty of the individual rather than of the
State.  But organised effort is necessary if the citizen is to possess
the requisite knowledge for the maintenanee of his own healtl and thaé
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of his family, and it is a matter for regret, therefore, that the activities
of the Merseyside Boroughs Heaith Education Committee were cur-
tailed during the year. This Joint Committee, on which this Authority.
together with the Health Committees of Liverpool, Birkenhead, and
Wallasey, is represented, had worked for some years through a whole-
time medical leeturer, bul in June the Committee was informed that
the financial contribution of the Liverpool City Council had been re-
dueed ; as the other constituent Authorities made consequential redue-
tions the policy of the Committee suffered revision, and amongst other
action taken it was decided to terminate the engagement of the medical
Lecturer-Organiser and to discontinue the publication of the monthly
journal **Better Health."'

A curtailed programme of work was, however, continued, and
during the vear some 26 meetings attended by 2,910 persons were
addressed on health subjects in Bootle.

During the circulation of the loeal edition of 1.100 eopics of the
journal “‘Better Health' a supplementary page was supplied by the
medieal staff of the Health Department, and the subjects so dealt with
were ; —

Cancer—the only cure.

Food—its uses and abuses.

How to spend £1 on food to best advantage.
Health of the Bootle sehool child in 1981,

X. NURSINC ARRANGCEMENTS, HOSPITALS AND OTHER
INSTITUTIONS AVAILABLE FOR THE DISTRICT.

Professional Nursing in the Home.—The serviees of the Bootle
Distriet Nurses' Association are available for the nursing in their own
homes of patients suffering from puerperal fever, measles, whooping
cough, epidemic diarchoea, ophthalmia neonatorum, pneumonia, and
poliomyelitis ; information as to enses requiring such attention is mainly
derived from the health visiting staff, and the financial arrangements
with the Association provide for payment by the Council of an annual
retaining fee of £33, together with a charge of 8d. per visit in approved
cases.  The elassification of suelh work by the Iistrict Nurses’

Association follows : —
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In the report for 1931 it was stated that during the year statutory
notices had to be served in respect of 28 houses. In 16 instances these
were complied with during the year under review, but in the remaining
12 cases the owner made no attempt to comply with the notices, and
it was necessary for the Corporation to arrange for the carrying out of
this work and to recover from him the expenses incurred.

In many instances the work carried out has been of an expensive
nature and great improvements have been effected. This is notably
the ease in respeet of three blocks of property in Derby Road in which,
in additicn to reconditioning, inereased lighting has been obtained to
landings and staireases; further, in each house the offshoot at the rear
has been converted into a seullery, in which wash-up sink, water supply
and food store have been provided, and in two blocks a portion of each
of the offshoot buildings which was obstruetive of light and air move-
ment has been taken down

A row of houses in Church View is at present in course of being
reconditioned, and in several of these houses also dilapidated and
obstruetive offshoots and outbuildings at the rear of the premises have
been demolished, resulting in inereased light and air movement to the
rest of the property.

In the quinguennial statement prepared in December 1930 in com-
plinnee with the Housing Act, 1930, it was stated that the estimated
nunber of houses to be repaired under Section 17 within the next
five vears was 1,171, and the progress made in this regard by December
dlst 1932 ean be summarised as follows : —

Number of houses inspected ... ey OB
= 4 ., in respect of which mi't}rmal m}tn:es were
served are D22
. .»  at which work was completed as a result
of informal notice ... et S 00
- g in respeet of which Etatutm'y notices
were served ... : B 40
e o .»  at which work was completed as a result
of Btatutory notices 40
= x . at which work was in progress P -

=

o o o at which work not completed -.. e ?
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reduction of the number of families in each house to two, so that the
Bye-laws did not apply. This method achieved what the owner desired
in 29 instances out of the 45. One disadvantage of this procedure is
that in some cases statutory action was required, and a considerable
period elapsed before the number of families was reduced, and further-
more there is always the danger of the house being again let to more
than two families; this did indeed happen in three instances, although
when the owners were informed of the fact the new sub-tenants were
somewhat expeditiously got rid of. It is pleasing to report, however,
that in 14 houses the subletting was not disturbed, and the respective
owners weht to considerable expense in providing additional amenities
and in earrying out other work to meet the requirements of the Bye-
laws.

In vespeet of headings 2 and 3, setting out the obligations of the
principal tenant and of the lodgers, very little difficulty is experienced
in seeing that the requirements are carried out. Frequent periodical
mspections are made of all the houses found to be Houses-let-in-
Lodgings to see that overcrowding does not take place and that a reason-
uble standard of eleanliness is kept up, and in no instanee has it been
hecessary to take statutory action.

The position on Deecember 3lst 19582, can be summarised as
follows, the figures ineluding those mentioned in the last Annual
Report :—

Number of houses mspected ... S
.+ found to be Houses-let- m-Lodumgs 45
.. informal notices served ... siw 45
notices complied with by carrying out the strue-
tural requirements : 14
.+ hotices complied with by reductmn nf mnnher
of families 20
Number still in abeyanece 2

Clearance Avea.—Previous reports have detailed successive stages
in dealing with the property comprised within the Pleasant View
{“learance Area, and report was made last year of the Local Enquiry
held in September 1931, by the Inspector of the Ministry of Health.
Dn 13th August 1932 intimation was received that the Minister of
Health had confirmed the Order made by the Couneil for the purpose
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C. Proceedings under Sections 19 & 21 of the Housing Act, 1930—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Demolition

Urtlem “ﬂm madu wEE L) L) - LR L Nil
(2) Number of d\teIluug -houses r.lemn lahed in pursuance of Demoli-
tluu U[{IEI‘I - TRy LI L] LE R ERdd e re le

D. Proceedings, under section 20 of the Housing Act, 1930—
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in respect
of which Closing Orders were made ... ... . w0 . Nil

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in respect
of which Closing Orders were determined, the tenement or room
having been rendered fit ... e T Nil

E. Proceedings under section 3 of the Housing Act, 1925—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices were aﬂrved _
requiring repairs Gand ERETT o _ Nil

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rmderw.’l fit .a,iber BELVICE
of formal notices—
(a) by owners Nil
(b h:,r Laocal Authouty in default r.:lf owners ... Nil
(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Glmmg Urﬂam
became operative in pursuance of declaration by owners of inten-
tion to close s s i e ol i e Nil

Y. Proceedings under sections 11, 14 and 15 of the Housing Act, 1925—
11) Number of dwelling-lhouses in respect of which Closing Orders

were made ... AT A e Nil
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in reapect of which Closing Orders

were determined, the dwelling-houses having been rendered fit ... Nil
13) Number of dnelllng houses in mpect ﬂf which Demolition Orders

were made i i fon il
(4) Number of dw\vthngahmlm demnhshed in pursuance of Demolition

Orders - - bea b iok Fa o e Nil

XIl. CENSUS STATISTICS.

Size and Occupation of Dwellings.—In Bootle there were 14,856
structurally separate occupied dwellings; there were 529 rooms per
dwelling, 1'18 families per dwelling, 428 persons per family, and (095
persons per room.  There was an increase of 1,536 dwellings as de-
fined above, and an inerease of 1,816 private families since the
Cen=us of 1921. 7,128 persons, or %53 per cent, of the population,
were returned as living more than two persons to a reom as con-
trasted with 8,692 in 1921 and 6,283 in 1911—this is the standard
commonly applied, in the absence of a legal definition, to determine

LEASAY i & AL IHI!I:.:',

Nolwithstanding the large increase in all families the number
of “overcrowded' families has been reduced by 733 and the population
therein by 1,564,
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APPENDIX 86,

Form T. 148.

TUBERCULOSIS SCHEME.
RETURN FOR THE YEAR 1932.

(A) Return showing the work of the Dispensary (or Dispensaries).

1 FULMONARY. !| Na.‘e-lﬂnnnmm. ! ToTaL. 1{]”1“,
Disaxosis. cdts | Lhaddre. | Adultg | Children | .ﬁ.ﬂultn Ithldrﬂu Tﬂ:nlu
e 2R : Stk b
e el B | M A F.|£1--.|uh F. | M. F. ||
A —Nrew Cases examined! | I
during the year (ex- |
cluding contacts) : — :
{a) Definitely tuberculous .| 41 | 38 6 4 8l 7 15| 45 | 41 ] 21 116
(b) Dagnosis mnot com- I
pleted i o e e e e | T B 1 3 26
(¢} Non- tuberculous P ) [ I [ | o [ e T O
B.—Coxtacrs  examuned ’ '
during the year:— !
{a) Definitely tuberculous .| — | 5 | — | —||— | — | — gl — i T B
{b) Diagnosis not com- |
pleted ... : _— =] == =] =] = 8] 12 i 2 23
I{-::jl hnu-tuherﬂulnuu |-.., —_ = = f—_— ] = | — -1 9123 | 28 | 87. Q5
C.—UAsEs written off the. -
Dispensary  Register, |
ag:— ' '
{a) Recovered s ) S 3! a 1 2 g1 8 6 2 ] 19
ib} Non-tuberculous {in-' 1 |
cluding any such cases i
previously  diagnosed
and eniered on the
Dispensary Hegister as| |
tuberculous) ... vl | =] o= | === — | —= ]| =18 | 6T | 55 | 86 227
I}—Numeer oF Cases on
Dispensary  Register
on December 3lst:— : |
(a) Definitely tuberculous ./ 288 155| 16 | 21 |20 | 38 | 63 | 49 [| 258 193] 79 ! 70 !| &00
(b) Diagnosis mnot com- | i |
ST PR (o (et e i | el e e 1l 0 e 42
1. Number of cases on Dispensary 7. Mumber of consultations with
Register on January st ... . 685 medical practitioners: —
ia) Personal a
- (b) Other 144
2. Number of cases transferred from 8, Number of visits by Tuberculosis
other areas and cases relurned Officers to bomes (including per-
a'ter discharge | [0 A sonal consultations) 149
i %, Number of visits by Nurses or
3. Number of cases travsferred to Health Visitors to homes [or Dis-
other areas, cases not desiring pensary purposes 1851
further ahmslnnce under  the R
scheme, and cases “lost sight of ™ | 55| 10. Number of : —
—_— {a) Specimmens of sputum, ete.,
examined 417
4. Cases written off I']IIrllrg' the year ih} X-ray esaminations made
as Dead (all canses) 71| in connection with Dispenzary wark | i
1 11. Number of **Recovered™ cages l
9. Number of attendances at the Dis- restored fto Dispensary Register, |
pensary (ncluding Contacts) 84 and included in A (a) amd A- () I| i
2 e Al | alinve
iR T g RS L S
6. Number of Insured Persons under 12. Number of “"T.B. plus" cases on I
Domiciliary  Treatwent on  the Ihspensary Register on December
Alat December M I B1si; 1 250

(B) Number of Dispensaries for the treatment of Tuberculosis (exeluding
eentres used only for special forms of treatment).

FProvided by the Council ...

One

Provided by Voluntary Bodies ...

Nil
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NON-PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS.

at the end of 1932 of all patients remaining on the Dispensary Register; and

all cases written off the Register.
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APPENDIX 12 (continued).

Caonditions
. Sofb other than
syphilis. Chancre, | Gonorrhoea. venareal. Totals.
AL F. M R F. F. M. F. Totals.
0, Number of cases in the follow- |
~ ing stages of syphilis included
in Item 6 which failed to com- |
plete one course of treatment: |
Syphilis, primary e e | — | = —| —=| —| =] = 14 - 14
¥ secondary ... e 10 — | = — = | = 10 —- 10
o latent in 1st year of
iﬂiﬂﬂtiﬂh T 4 — —_— — — — — 4 . ‘!’
., all later stages ... 2 gl ="l = = = = = 2 3 5
o congenital ... o] — | = —_ =] = - 1 1
11. Number of attendances:— !
~ (a) for individual attention of |
the medical officers 4554 | 521 | 115 | — [10659] 562 | 421 | 44 115749 | 1127 16876

{b) for intermediate treatment,

e.g., irrigation, dressing: ...| — 6| —| — |82 —| —| — | 823 6 | 87290

4554 | 527 | 115 | — (19382} 562 | 421 | 44 1‘3-14?‘2 1133 25605
& -.-I
2, In-patients:— |

(a) Total number of persons | |
admitted for treatment dur- |
ing the year - 2l Il =] = 15 8| —| — 17 9 26

(b) Aggregate number of “‘in-
patient days'" of treatment
given e e aa| 112 82| —| — | 663 T| — | — | 765 | 389 | 1154

[
1 and under | & and under 15 years
Under 1 year. 5 years. | 15 venre. and over. Totals
SO O ¥ P L5 F. M P
. Number of cases of congenital ! | |
syphilis in Ttem 3 above classi- ’
fied according to age periods ...| — 1 — — — l 2 - 1 | — 4
Arsenobenzine Compounde. Mercury. Bismuth.
[ Bismuth
4. Chief preparations used in treat- Metal—
- ment of syphilis:— Males 1223

(a) Names of preparations ... Neokharsivan and Bisglugol—

b} Total number of injections Khargulphan emales 67
given (out-patients and in- —
patients) o i S 1045 — 1200

() Numhber of injections in- Bismuth
cluded in (b) given to Metal—
patients who on first at- Males 0/
tendance at this Centre Bisglugol—
were suffering from prim- Females 18
ary and secondary syphilis. 193 — ?

1

5. Are the tests recommended iu|
Memo. V21 as amended by
Mema, V2A follawed in decid-|
ing as to the dizcharge of the
patient after treatment
nbeervation
gonorrhoen ? P
If not, in what way are they
modified ? via

Yes as far as possible, Lut as a large proportion of the

and| patients are of the seafaring type, it is not always practicahle
for syphilis and to carry the tests out to a definite conclusion.
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