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The results then, are not so unfavourable as pessimists would have us
believe.  They are, however, not good (84 of the 303 patients treated
between 1914 and 1920 are already dead) and the reasons for the compara-
tive failure are not far to seek; in the first place there is the medical diffi-
culty of getting hold of the early case and of then eonvincing him of the
need for special prolonged treatment; and secondly, there is the economic
difficulty that even a ** cured "’ consumptive has not a 100 per cent. efii-
ciency, and the attempt to place on the labour market a man whose working
capacity is 60 per cent. or 70 per cent. of the nermal, and to ask him to
maintain himself and his family on the proceeds of this diminished energy,
is to invite disaster. Attempts to find a solution of this latter difficulty
have been made at industrial colonies established in Cambridgeshire and
elsewhere, by which the ex-patient continues at his old trade under decent
hygienic conditions (the °‘light job in the country " idea was early aban-
doned as farm work is neither light nor unskilled), and in the case of the
ex-service man has his wages augmented by his State pension. This leaves
untouched, however, the case of the tuberculous civilian: the performing
of even a few hours’ work weekly disqualifies him for receipt of sickness
benefit, and there is no half-way house for him between a life of idleness
as long as this benefit lasts, and plunging straight away into the physical
and mental stress of full employment. 1t ig for eonsideration whether a
scheme of wage-angmentation similar to that adopted in the Workshops
for the Blind will not have to be framed—the augmentation possibly to be
temporary only, and to be withdrawn when a favourable re-start has been
made—and whether such payments would nct justify themselves financially
if they were given in cases where the patient and his family took up their
residence in an approved industrial eolony or village settlement; for society
would gain by the removal from erowded workshops and places of entertain-
ment of sources ol infeetion, and by the transplantation of the family con-
tacts to surroundings which would build up and maintain their resistance
to disease.

Linacre Hospital Phthisis Pavilion. The Linacre Hospital has an open-
air ward of 16 beds and during the year 83 cases were admitted to it, the
average length of stay being 60 days. The new pavilion of 28 beds referred
to in the last Annual Report is now almost ready for ocenpation, and as
goon as accommadation is provided for the additional nursing and domestie
staff, will be taken into use. The existing accommodation has been of
nundoubted value; from the nature of the cases admitted curafive reasults
arg not expected, but the stay in hospital is beneficial alike to the paticat
in the nursing, feeding and hygienic attention which he receives, and to
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useful work in instructing the mothers as to the pattern and material of
hygienic garments for their infants, and advantage was taken of the estab-
lishment of the third Centre at Marsh Lane to commence a somewhat similar
class in connection with that Centre. This held its first meeting in Mareh,
1921, and promises to do similar valuable work in a different neighbour-
hood.

An analysis of the attendances made in the first eight months
of the year at the two Centres showed that the percentage of
babies born who were brought to the Clinic for advice was 46 from Linacre,
40 from Orrell, 85 from Derby, 33 from Stanley, 22 from Knowsley, and
18 from Mersey Ward. Enquiry into the reason of the lowness of the
figures in Knowsley and Mersey Wards showed that there are a large
number of Irish residents in that locality who are in the habit of breast-
feeding their children and hence feel that there is less need of expert
advice.

The Medical Officer of the Centre has first in mind the extreme import-
ance of encouraging breast feeding, and only on unimpeachable medical
evidence, or after her efforts have been defeated by the absence of the
mother until she has successfully weaned the baby, is advice as to artificial
feeding given. When such is advised, in most cases instructions are given
for the reconstruction of the milk from one or other of the proprietory dried
milk powders, and these are retailed in such cases by the Health Society
workers, At one time it seemed that there was a danger lest the Centres
should be considered by a certain class of mother merely as cheap shops
for the sale of dried milk, and the necessary tightening up of the internal
organisation was done to ensure that no dried milk was sold to any mother
who was not bringing her baby constantly for medical observation, and one
iz now able to say that except for an occasional misunderstanding on the part
of a worker no abuse of the Centres in this respect occurs,

A large amount of dried milk was sold at the Centres last year, but
I believe that the success of the Centres ehould be measured not by the
amount of milk sold nor even by the aggregate attendances of babies, but
rather, as suggested above, by the extent to which breast feeding is en-
couraged and maintained. With this in mind an enquiry was conducted in
December into the method of feeding at the expiration of six months from
the first attendance of babies below the age of three months brought to
the Clinics during 1920. Of 282 such babies, 120 were noted at the first
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visits to the Clinics as being wholly breast fed and 35 as being partially
breast fed, and six months later these numbers had fallen only to 100 and
ta 30 respectively.  This is a very encouraging result when it is recognised
that if a mother feels disinclined to put up with the restrictions which breast
feeding entails, all she need do is to wean the baby and refrain from attend-
ing the Clinic for a few weeks until any possibility of restoring lactation has
disappeared, and that the doctor’s only means of combating suech action
lie in her persuasive powers. Inecidentally this investigation, showing that
only 127 out of 282 babies were breasv fed at their first coming under
the observation of the Medical Officer, demonstrates the amount of work
still to be done in convineing the mothere of the great importance of natural
feeding even if it should cost them some sacrifice of time or pleasure.

Bootle Ladies’ Health Society. This voluntary Society iz now in its
fifteenth year and continues to render valuable assistance in all work having
as its object the promotion of maternal and child welfare. Close co-ordina-
tion is maintained with the Health Department both in its general adminis-
tration and in the detail of the duties which its members cheerfully under-
tuke week after week in the various clinies and classes.  TIts activities
include the free provision of midwives in approved cases, the loan of mater-
nity bags containing model garments, the provision of fire-guards, and the
loan of perambulators to needy mothers; and, as previously noted, its mem-
bers were found willing to undertake the additional calls on their time arising
from the opening of an additicnal class and two new elinics during the
last few months. It may confidently be stated that, although the muniei-
pality could maintain and continue its own welfare clinics, they would need
to be run on narrower lines, and even then an additienal official staff would
be required ; and that there is no doubt as to the debt which the community
awes to the Health Society.

WELFARE OF YOUNG CHILDREN.

Until within the last few years there was a gap between the efforts
made to promote the health of infants up to the age of twelve months and
the medical supervision of children of school age. This iz now bridged by
vontinued visitation in their homes of children between the ages of one and
five, by admitting to the Welfare Clinies the toddlers of this age group,
and by arrangements approved in 1919 by the TEducation
Authority gave permission for children under school age to receive treat-
ment at their elinies, particularly the Ophthalmie, Throat and Remedial
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