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to be unfavourable, the lessons of co-operation and good habits have
been valuable gains.
! FOLLOWING UP.

The scheme of following-up children suffering from various defects,
by the verbal or written advice of the Medical Officer or School Nurse
coupled with re-inspection each terni, remains as deseribed in previous
reports. In the course of their following-up work the School Nurses
paid 598 visits to the homes to explain the need for treatment and
the way in which it could be obtained.

EDUCATION ACT 1944 —MEDICAL TREATMENT.

Report was mmade last year of the approval in February 1946 by
the Ministry of Education of the Committee’s proposals for treatment
at certain local hospitals and institutions of children suffering from
specitied conditions or defects, and of the fact that consideration was
being given to the preparation of an extended scheme of medical treat-
ment of school children. Discussions with the interested hospitals have
made satisfactory progress and the lidueation Comumnittee in January
1948 approved proposals and terms of payment for a comprehensive
scheme of treatment at local hospitals and institutions, and the pro-
posals now await the approval of the Ministry of Education.

PROVISION OF MEALS.

Under arrangements dating from 6th August 1946 a one-third pint
bottle of milk has been available daily free of charge for each child in
the primary and secondary schools, and for the year ended December
1947, 1,802,683 bottles of milk were provided.

During the period January to March 1947, school dinners were
supplied from the Education Committee's kitchens, and from the
Ministry of Food Cooking Depot at Sefton. As from 1st April 1947
the cooking depot was taken over by the Edueation Committee with
the effect that all school meals are now prepaved under the control of
the Edueation Committee. The number of dinners supplied te school
children during the year was 884,601 free, and 357,186 on payment, a
total of 691,787, as compared with 703,191 in 1946; on a normal day
in October 1947 the number of children taking dinners was 8,445, and
the number taking milk was 9,510; these represent pereentages of those
present of approximately 34 and 95, and compare with percentages of
47 and 925 for the country as a whole in October 1947,
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION.

Miss I. H. Hinds and Mr. F. M. Durrant, Organisers of Physical
Training, submit the following rveports on this important aspect of
education : —

A. GIRLS AND INFANTS.

Owing to inadequate facilities for physical education in so many

schools the work bas again been dependent on the weather. This meant

that during the severe winter there was virtually no physical education
in schools without indoor accommodation.

ArparRaTUS.—Supplies continue to improve and schools have made
good use of their grants for this.

Teacners.—All the secondary schools now have a teacher with some
special qualification (usually the Teachers' Training College Advanced
Course in P.T.) wholly or mainly in. charge of the physieal education
throughout the school. This makes for continuity of method, and an
increased interest, which should soon show good results. In the
primary sehools the standard and methods of the teachers vary econ-
siderably, but all make the best use of existing facilities.

ORGANISED GAMES.—Full use is made of Stuart Road Playing Field
and Orrell Pleasure Ground by the Modern Secondary Sehools and the
nearer Primary Schools. This summer two schools have been able to
have the use of some Corporation tennis eourts, and great interest has
resulted. This is a branch of physical education which it is hoped to
develop, as it is the only game for girls for which facilities are available
in the Borough for play after leaving school.

During the summer the Evening Games Centre at Stuart Road was
opened twice a week, and was well attended, though, as usual, numbers
tended to drop towards the end of the season.

SwiMMING.—Seven schools attended the Baths at the beginning of
the year until the fuel shortage necessitated closing down in February.
Swimming re-started in the summer term, and every secondary and
junior school had one. period of twenty-five minutes per week.

Summing up, the chief handicaps to really effective physical educa-
tion lie in lack of space indoors and out, and lack of adequate footwear
for the P.T. lesson; absence of good playing fields at the northern end
of the borough; and shortage of swimming time during the summer
season. In spite of these difficulties the large majority of teachers show
interest and do their best for the children under existing conditions.
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B. BOYS.

Psrysican Traiving.—Economy measures checked in some directions,
it is hoped temporarily, the development of physical education neted in
last year's report.

Primary Stage.—At the primary stage the daily twenty minutes’
lesson was generally taken, preferably, in the epen air. Good posture,
light footwork, full range of movement and, above all, an active, enjoy-
able lesson were looked for. Shortage of indoor space for use in wet
weather continued, in come schools, to hamper the continuity of the
training.

Secondary Stage.—At this stage some specialisation was possible;
and where facilities existed, the boys benefited from a more advanced
tvpe of training involving the use of portable apparatus. It was
difficult in some cases to devise satisfactory schemes of training for
older boys in “* make do and mend " conditions.

Orcaxisep Games.—DBootle continued to be short of the playing field
accommodation considered adequate by the Ministry. Although all
secondary and some upper primary classes enjoyed a weekly period at
one of the fields, not all conditions were favourable and there was
some overloading. At Orrell Pleasure Ground the extension of concrete
pitches made cricket possible, and a ‘' shuttle "’ bus service on three
mornings a week was continued for schools otherwise unable to send
classes. Playing conditions at Stuart Road improved: this field,
besides providing for the organised games of six schools, was used by
the football and ericket leagues, and for special sports activities.

SwiMMING.—All-weather swimming was established, twenty-eight
classes attending during the summer, and eighteen during the winter
months. Well over a thousand boys received instruction and results,
reflegted in the award of certificates, reached the new high level of 701
against 639 last year. ‘Life-saving was included as part of the more
advaneed training, and B3 awards were made to candidates entered
for external examination by the R.1.5.8. and the Shipwreck and
Humane Society.

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUNC PERSONS.

One hundred and eleven children engaged as messenger boys or
girls were examined, and certificates were granted in 104 cases; four
were not granted and three of these were subject to later re-examination.
'These interviews give opportunity to advize on faults in hygiene and to
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B.—CLASSIFICATION OF THE GENERAL CONDITION OF PUPILS INSPECTED
DURING THE YEAR IN THE AGE GROUPS,

|
| A B C
| Numbar |Good) | Fair) (Poor)
| of
Age Groups ' Pupils
Inspected o i % =
o, Ltdﬁl.ﬂl' No. | fecl2 | N logaota
). (2) (3. [ 4 | (5B | &) (7) | (8)
Entrants ... 0942 948 | 297 | 8456 |BYTO| 69 |7-88
Becond Age Group ... ... 1041 | 87 [8-55 928 (88-67| 81 |7-78
Third Age Group . s 8B40 26 |7-85 | 811 |91-47| 4 |18
Otber Periodic Inspections .. 19l 14 |7-33 | 169 |88-48| 8 |419
—
TOTAL 1 2514 | 104 (414 2248 |89-44 | 162 | 6:44

TABLE 11l
TREATMENT TABLES.

GROUP I.—MINOR AILMENTS (excluding Unecleanliness, for which

see Table V).

Number of Defects
SKIN— treated, or under
Ringworm—Scalp— i

(i) X-Ray treatment . . —_

(ii) Other treatment Foe —
Ringworm—DBody 33
Scabies 122
Impetigo 172
Other skin diseases 1877

Eve Disease i 382

(External and other, but excluding errors of refraction,

squint and cases admitted to hospital).

Ear Defects 364
Misecellaneous ... 2204

(e.g. minor injuries, bruises, sores, chilblains, ete.)

Total 5244
Total number of attendances at Authority’s minor
ailments clinies 16148









