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Halliwell ...
North Western .{Wm ell 1 Mr. Jno. Lord.

The complete staff consists of—
1 Meat Inspector.
1 Chief Inspector.
4 District Inspectors.
1 Inspector (office work).
2z Clerks.
2z Disinfectors.
1 River Cleaner.
1 Urinal Cleaner.

General Sanitary Work.—Necessarily a great part of the work of
the Inspectors consists of visits to infected houses and the abatement
of minor nuisances. Especially is this the case in years when infectious
diseases are prevalent. Besides the notifiable diseases, each of which is
made the subject of a report, all deaths from measles, whooping-cough,
and diarrhcea are visited, and the sanitary conditions of the house reported
upon. On account of an epidemic of measles last year, the schools were
frequently visited for information as to the number of absent scholars, and
for the purpose of disinfection when necessary. When sanitary improve-
ments are suggested, frequent visits are necessary to see that they are properly
carried out ; and many minor nuisances are abated after verbal notice.from
the Inspectors. A systematic house-l0-house inspection is also made of a
small district at a time, and it is hoped soon to include in this drain-
testing, and a complete sanitary report of each house. Special work has
also been done during the year, and is discussed under separate headings.

Insanitary Closets.—Bolton is one of the great towns in which
privy-ashpits are still largely in use. Over a certain number of years the
death-rate from diarrheea and enteric fever in great towns has been shown
to be nearly double of that in towns where water-closets are in use, and the
subject of the conversion of this and other forms of the so-called dry closets
into water-closets has been engaging the attention of Sanitary Authorities
for several years.

These privv-ashpits or middens were in use in new houses in Bolton
up till the year 1874, when pails were made compulsory. In 1887
“ Gowanlocks,” modified and covered privy-ashpits, were made the regula-
tion, and in 1893 all new houses were placed on the water-carriage system.
With some exceptions, these various systems have been adhered to during
the periods mentioned, and it will therefore be easy to understand that
many of the privy-ashpits are now in an insanitary and dilapidated condi-
tion. Moreover, many of them, on account of their close proximity to
dwellings, are not only injurious to health, but also render the houses unfi
for human habitation. During the last two years special inspections of
closets have been made, and a list of 7,000 of the worst has been presented
to the Sanitary Committee. The Council has confirmed the resolution to
apply to the Local Government Board to borrow £ 10,000 to assist owners
to convert these privy-ashpits into water-closets.
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The power to deal with the question is given by the following
sections :—

Pusric Heavtn Acr, 1875,

Sectios 36.—If a house within the district of a local authority
appears to such authority by the report of their surveyor or inspector of
nuisances to be without a sufficient water-closet, earth-closet, or privy and
an ashpit, furnished with proper doors and coverings, the local authority
shall, by written notice, require the owner or occupier of the house within
a reasonable time therein specified, to provide a sufficient water-closet,
earth-closet or privy, and an ashpit furnished aforesaid, or either of them,
as the case may require.

“If such notice is not complied with, the local authority may, at the
expiration of the time specified in the notice, do the work thereby required
to be done, and may recover in a summary manner {rom the owner the
expenses incurred by them in so doing, or may by order declare the same
to be private improvement expenses. Provided that where a water-closet,
earth-closet or privy has been, and is used in common by the inmates of
two or more houses, or if in the opinion of the local authority a water-

closet, earth-closet or privy may be so used, they need not require the same
to be provided for each house.”

Borron ImprovEMENT Act, 1877.

Secriox 86.—* If, in the opinion of the Corporation, any court or
place be without sufficient privy or ashpit accommodation, the Corporation,
for the purpose of supplying the same, mav from time to time take by
agreement any land or building and remove or alter such building and
execute all necessary works, and the owners of such houses in the court
or place as are bencfitted thereby shall be liable to pay the expenses
incurred by the Corporation in the execution of this section, and the amount
thereof shall be apportioned among these owners by the surveyor and the
amount apportion-d to each owner shall be payable by and recoverable
from him. Provided that if any owner deems himself aggrieved by the
decision of the Corporation as to the amount of such expenses or the
apportionment thereof, he may appeal o the Local Government Board
under the provisions of Section 268 of the Public Health Act.

Insanitary and Obstructive Buildings.—Power is given to
the Sanitary Authority by the Bolton Improvement Act, 1872, and the
Housing Working Classes Act, 1890, on the representation of their Medical
Officer of Health, (1) To close houses certified to be unfit for human
habitation, (2) To demolish houses declared to be obstructive buildings.
In the first class of cases action iz taken under the Bolton Improvement
Act, 1872, but it is very seldom necessary to resort to the legal notice, as
owners are generally willing to do what is required, and in such cases
therefore a private notice is served on the owner, giving details of the in-
sanilary conditions which render the house unfit for habitation. Where
the house cannot be made fit it is closed and used for purposes other than
a dwelling house, In the case of obstructive buildings legal notices have to
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Smoke Abatement.—The four District Inspectors, who include
smouke  inspection  with their other  duties, ook 351 observations of
chimneys. Sixty-four of these were reported as nuisances, that is, emitted
black smoke for more than 2} minutes in the half-hour. The Sanitarv
Committee ordered 21 notices to be served to abate, and took
legal proceedings in 22 cases. There were 17 conviclions, the
fines varying from 5 to 4o shillings; making a total of £6 55. When
the Inspectors are more familiar with their new districts a much larger
number of observations will be taken, they will become better acquainted
with the chimneys, and while taking regular observations of every one, will
take frequent and repeated observations of the worst offenders. The
nuisances reported are somewhat in excess of the average for the last five
years. Whether this is due to an increase of the smoke nuisance or to
more accurate observations 1 am not able to decide ; but from facts which
I have obtained, and which I shall now place before you, I am of opinion
that the present rate of progress in the abatement of the smoke nuisance is
not sufficiently rapid, especially in Bolton, which has always taken a fore-
most place among manufacturing towns in this matter. [ think, therefore,
that it will not be unprofitable to shortly review the subject.  The Bolion
Sanitary Committee obtains its powers from the following Acts :—

Pusric Hearta Acr, 187s.

Sec. g1. (A) “Any fireplace or furnace which does not as lar as
practicable consume the smoke arising from the combustible used therein,
and which is used for working engines by steam, or in any mill, factory,
dyehouse, brewery, bakehouse, or gaswork, or in any manufacturing or
trade process whatever; and

(B) “Any chimney (not being the chimney of a private dwelling-
house) sending forth black smoke in such a quantity as to be a nuisance,
shall be deemed to be a nuisance liable to be dealt with summarily in
manner provided by this Act, provided —

“"T'hat where a person is summoned before any court in respect of a
nuisance arising from a fireplace or furnace which does not consume the
smoke arising from the combustible used in such fireplace or furnace, the
court shall hold that no nuisance is created within the meaning of this
Act, and dismiss the complaint, if it is satisfied that such fireplace or
furnace is constructed in such manner as to consume as far as practicable,
having regard to the nature of the manufacture or trade, all smoke arising
therefrom, and that such fireplace or furnace has been carefully attended to
by the person having the charge thereof.”

Sec. 105.—*Complaint may be made (o a justice of the existence of a
nuisance under the Act on any premises within the district of any local
authority by any person aggrieved thereby or by any inhabitant of such
district, or by any owner of premises within such district, and thereupon
the like proceedings shall be had with the like incidents and consequences
as to making of orders, penalties for disobedience of orders, appeal and
otherwise, as in the case of a complaint relating to a nuisance made
to a justice by a local authority.”
















































