[Report 1967] / Medical Officer of Health, Bolsover U.D.C.

Contributors

Bolsover (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1967

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/dav8nfkz

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







&
l
!
:
E
l
{
i
:
!
!
i
!
r
!
r
!
|

URBAN DISTRICT
OF BOLSOVER

DERBYSHIRE

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

AND THE

PUBLIC " HEALTH INSPECTOR

FOR THE YEAR

1967

*"Iﬁlmmmmmmw T T B T T T 5 T T T —
-
-
el S e P Pl el e e Tl e § T P e PR T T T N P T e ﬁil"tllmi‘tlmlmm%

el A T S e et Pt e P e et e e § S m“



BOLSOVER
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE
(As at 31st December, 1967)

Chairman - Councillor S. T. Fisher
Vice-Chairman -  Councillor D. A. Coupe,
Councillor J. W. Bluff Councillor R. Raben.

Councillor F. Brothwell, J.P. Councillor W. B. Revill,

Councillor S. J. Clarke, J.P. Councillor J. Spray.
Councillor F. Cross Councillor W. A. Taylor,
Councillor T, Fulleylove Councillor W. Taylor.

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF :

Medical Officer of Health :
Dr. A. R. ROBERTSON, M.B., Ch.B.,,D.P.H.
‘Dale Close’, 100 Chesterfield Foad South, Mansfield.
(Telephone : Mansfield 27561).

Clerk: Miss P. M. WILSON.

Deputy Medical Officer (Part time)
Dr. J. W. DENT.

Public Health Inspector and Cleansing Superintendent :

JOHN F. H. WALTON, M.R.S.H, M. A.P.H.L
(Tel. : Bolsover 3255/6)
Council Ofhces.

Additicnal Public Health Inspector:
T. G. Winnard, M.A.P.H.IL.



PREFACE

To the Chairman and Members of the
BOLSOVER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Mr Chairman and Gentlemen,

Once again I have the privilege of submitting an
Annual Report to you. As always, I hope you will find
it of interest.

I am very sorry to report that there havel been
seven Infant deaths this year. This unfortunately makes
our figures much poorer than the national ones. On the
other hand it is pleasing to see that there were thirteen
less deaths this year. However, our birth rate is less
than the national one while our death rate is higher. It
would be nice if it were the other way round.

Once again I 'would like to thank you as a Com-
mittee for all your help and encouragement. Also, my
thanks tc Mr Rollin (Clerk of the Council) and to ‘Mr
Margeirison (Engineer and Surveyor). Finally, I must
thank everyone on the staff of Bolsover U.D.C. for their
help and courtesy throughout the year.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,

A. R. ROBERTSON,
Medical Officer of Health.

‘Dale Close’,
100 Chesterfleld Road, South,
Mansfield.



ACCIDENTS IN THE HOME

During the first three months of 1967 some general
practitioners continued to notify home accidents to me’l
Unfortunately there have been no further notifications;
since the end of March and it looks as though this vol-
uniary notification has ended. I am sorry about this
because home accidents are important as a cauce of many,
many deaths and countless injucies. Still, we must be
grateful to those doctors who have taken th2 trouble to
notify kLome accidents to us.

Below, I analyse those accidents notified in the first
quarter of 1967 :—

Number notified - 20.

Degree of Injury

Trivial—1. Moderate—15. Savere—4,

Accidents in Age Groups

Under 1 ... 1 &t 2 25-44 ... 4
) SRR 2= 9 ... 1 45-65 ... 6
B 10-14 ... - 65 plus
- e | 14-24 ... 2

Cause of Accidents

Falls

Cuts

Burns and Scalds
Foreign body in eye
Trapping oneself
Swallowing poison
Hitting oneself with tool
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Cause of Accidents in Age Groups

Age 45-65 Hitting oneself with tool
Foreign body in eye

Under 1 Swallowing poison 1
Under 2 Falls 1
Trapping oneself 1

Age 3 Foreign body in eye b |
Age 4 Fall 1
Swallowing pofison 1

Burns 1

Age 59 Fall - 1
Age 10-14 Nil
Ageld-24 Fall 1
Trapping oneself 1

Age 25-44 Falls 3
Cuts 1

Age 45-685 Cuts 2
Falls 1

Burns 1

1

1

Comments

1.—If ithe above rate of notification had been main-
tained throughout the year the total for 1967 would have
been slightly higher than that for 1966, I am convinced
that the number of home accidents is not decreasing. Home
accidents cause tragedy and misery. Any steps to prevent
them are well worth taking.

2.—Although the number notified is smaller the chief
cause is again falls, It has besen so in the past and will
be sc in the future. It is very nice to stand on your own
two feet. The operative word is stand. Care should al-
ways be taken against falling. And we should remember
that what is a trivial tirip at age 25 can be fatal at zge
65 plus.



3.—As you can see from the degree of injury table,
nineteen out of twenty accidents caused moderate injury at
least. As in previous years home accidents are an impor-
tant cause of injury.

4. —Swallowing poison; here, you must remember that
one man’s meat is another man’s poison. The two poisong
were penicillin ecgpsules and sweets given to a four month
old baby.

5.—I remain firmly convinced that home accidents
shouid be made notifiable by statute. I am certain that
we could prevent a tremendous amount of ill health, mis-
ery and injury.



ENVOI

This is the last Annual Report I shall writy for
Blackwell, Bolsover and Clowne. I am leaving to take up
another appeointment. There is sadness in my leaving
because I have been happy here. During my thirteen
¥ears as your M.O.H.there have been many changes. We
hsve had our successes and our failures but we have al-

ways tried and you cannot really say much fairer than
that.

Now, there are a few things I would like to throw
out for discussion in this, my last report. As always, I
do nut expect what I say to be taken as gospel nor even
to be agreeable to everyone. All I do is open a subject
by giving my viesws, Then I hope:all who read the report
will think things through and form their own opinion.
To begin :(—

1 Dustbinmen.

I do not think there is a less glamorous job on God’s
Earth than collecting the refuse of your fellow men. Nor
do I think there are many more necessary tasks. Recent-
ly, France has been torn by strife. Did you see the
photos of the refuse piling up in the streets? Did you read
of the fears of an epidemic because of this? 'There could
have becen, because there is at least one rat for every
Parisian. And rats plus plenty of refuse are ideal for in-
fecticn. Take that technological marvel, New York. That
great modern city was brought to her knees by a strike
of refuse collectors. You must agree with me that refuse
collection is of the Tirst importance.

Because our binmen work well, we have not had
the {roubles described above. I praised them in an an-
niual repor. some years ago and I am pleased to do so In
my last report. Therefore 1 was very pleased when Bol-
sover iniroduced a proper bonus scheme for their men;



The essence is that the harder they work the more they
are paid. If som2 are off sick and the -others pull their
socks up they are suitably rewarded—as they damn well
should be. Similarly thzy gain if they make up tima
after public holidays. Everycne is happier now. The men
get more money, the bins are emptied quickly and a lot
more routine work can be done.

I salute Bolsover for being the first of my author-
ities 10 do this and I hope it will not be long until the
others fcllow suit. As I said in tha beginning there are
many more glamorous jobs and there are many requiring
much more skill but I repeat there are not many which
are more necessary for the wellbeing of the community!

2 Unfit Houses

In 1965 I forecast that there were many more houses
which would need to bz dealt with as bzing unfit. I wish,
I could forecast the pools with equal success. In 1967
Blackwell decided to iake action over some 300 houses
and decided there were many more to come. Also,
Clowne decided there were about 150 which were unfit.
In Bolsover, some 50 odd remain to be dealt with. So,
this remains a problem of great magnitude.

A great problem but I refuse to believe it is in-
soluble. There must be some way by which we can build
houses more quickly and more cheaply. There arsa many
things tc be proud of in Britain but I do not think we
can, as yet, be proud of our housing and I think everyone
who disagrees either has wvery low standards or goes
around with his eyes shut. I believe every ne shoulds
have a decent home to live in. And, having got one, it
must be kept in good repair and, just as important, it
must be kept up-to-date as far as facilities and amenities
are concerned. We have dealt ‘with a terrific number of
unfit houses locally and nationally. But, there are many



many more remaining. We must not sit back on our
laurels. This is still a grcat problem and, for the sake of
each and every family living in an unfit house, we mus#
attack it with the utmost urgency.

3 Mot too much Piety.

This follows in a logical progression from the above!
In 1967 I attended a conference where the M.O.H. of a
large county borough dismayed his audience by telling
them that many houses in his town had large new T.V.
sets but did npt have fire guards. The audience were
stunned and showed their disapproval. Of course, they
and the M.O.H. are right — logically a fire guard (where
there are young children especially) should come befora
a T.V. set. But, (and there is always a but) the M.O.H.
then enlarged the picture. He said that many of the
houses did not have a poison cupboard but he admittecw
that many of the houses really just did not have room for
such a cupboard. Doesn’t this altar the picture?

I know the town In question. Undoubted!y it has
many very poor houses. In addition it has an unemploy-
ment rate way above the national average. Therefors,
many of the people must have a pretty drab life, So,
maybe there is a reason for the T.V. set after all. In the
same situation many of thos2 who disapproved might
find themselves clutching at any chance to add some col-
our and escape to their humdrum existence.

Mr Quintin Hogg said that politicians must not be
po-faced. The same goes for public health. Obviously
it would be flne if people always put necessities before
laxuries. All I am saying is that we must hot be too
quick to judge. Thare is a book called “Public Health is
People”. We must never forget this and where people

are concerned, we must try not to be too priggish and
picus.



4 Toleranes

Some years ago I wrote in my report that preju-
dice was a killing disease. I can sill remember the jolt
I got when I realised that this statement, whi h was made
by an internationally respected psychiatrist, was true.
Theon, 1 appealed to everyone to ke tolerant and to eschew
thinking that all - are - . We are all different Te-
gardless of cclour or cr-ed, and we should never be lum-
ped {ogether in colour or cread. Since then things here got
worse in the nation (not in our districts thank God). But,
it’s all so silly to b2 prejudiced as I hope to show.

I *spent Easter, 1968, in Glasgow. This maligned
city is in fact very well endowed with large and beautiful
parks. One of these is Kelvingrove Park. Easter wai
blessed with good weather and the park was full of Glas-
wegians. Glaswegians of all ages. shapes, colour and
sizes. It was like a league of nalions. And, there was no
racial diserimination or violence. As one would expect
there were a lot of football games going on. 1 saw one
lad of 8 or so who was really oulstanding. H:= will play
for Scotland some day even though he is a full blooded
African In another ficld Scots boys were advising ‘Gar-
field’ to get stuck in. He did s> with a will. He was an
Indian playing football (not crick:-t d:spite his name) and
he wes being encouraged by Scols to tackle Scots — no
discrimination there. So, really, isn't it silly to discrim-
inate ?

I have been praising Glasgow and so far as I know
there has been no race trouble in Glasgow. There gre
many other examples, like the white transport workers
giving a party for a Pakistani collcague who had saved up
to go home on holiday. ¥at this very tolerance only gives
more point te the intolerance shown in Glasgow betwean
Protestant and Catholic. This to my “way of thinking
really shows the stupidity of intolerance. You have peo-
ple in Glasgow ridiculing people in paris of England be-
cause they are intolerant of religious diiferences. Isn't
the whole thing crazy ? '

10



It would be lovely if everybody liked everybody
else. If we cannot achieve this at least let us not hate
everybody else who is different in some way from ourq
selves I must stress that there is no problem in our dis-
tricts. We do have pecple of dilferent races and colours.
To the best of my belief there is no discrimination nor
animosity shown to them. Indeed I lam very proud of the
way they have been treated both officially and unofficially.
If my words help to kesep this up I shall be gratified
indeed.

Finally, one example of how things ought to be.
There was a radio programme called “Lisien {o this
space”. It dealt with discrimination and pointedly pricked
it with the rapier of satire One letter they received was
from a Pakistani who lived in Skye. He said he guessed
he was integrated because “When they call me a Black B
I call them a White B, and then we go and have a drink
together. That is how we must make it be.

5 Bread and Butter Surgery

Whenr I was an undergraduate I was taught by a
surgeon whe used the above phrase to describe common
surgical procedures like hernia and wvaricose vein opera-
ticns (another surgeon called it good honest carpentry).
He meani that he got his bread and butter from such
operations. But, so too does the patient. These normal
common procedures can allow a man or woman to go
back to work or to lead a full life again. They are in-
deed good honest carpentry.

We have now seen the opposite end of the scale.
You cculd describe heart transplantation as caviare sur-
gery. There has been a lot of debate about the ethics of
heart transplant surgery. 1 think we should also look at
the economic side. I find it hard to ‘believe that it will
repay the expense involved or be worthy of the surgical
and nursing skill and timz it demands. I think you get
far more return from bread and butter surgery. And,
while there are long wailing lists for common operations,
I do not think heart transplants are sound economically.

11



6 Clean Air Irony

Some years ago the whole Country was divided into
white and black areas for the purposses of the Clean Air
Act. Blackwell was white, while Bolsover was made a
black (many of us would have disputed this difference
right at the start). Well, towards the end of 1967 and on
the same day White Blackwell decided to make the whaole
district smokeless (over 20 years or so). While Black Bol-
sover decided to go no further over smokeless zonest
There is irony for you.

But, of course, this is local democracy at work. And
if you'live in a tlemocracy you must aceept majority rulel
S0, although I am very much in favour of clean air, I
cannot help but admire Bolsover Councillors for sticking
to their guns (and I admire these Bolsover Councillors
who have consistently voted in favour of clean air). Black-
well have decided to accept the theory of clean air and to
put it into practice. Boulsover have always said they ac4
cepted the theory but said it was too dear to put into
practice. And, there is a lot to be said for their view.
In our area, coal is very much cheaper than any smoke-~
less fuel. '

Fortunately the above 1s not the end of the mattert
The irony has continued. Bolsover have bheen slow (from
the enthusiast’s view) but it begins to look as they have
been right. Experiments are now taking place with a
fire which may burn very eheap coal smokelessly. 1 hope
they are successful. Then, Bolsover, having accepted the
theory, will be able to put it into practice like Blackwell,

I am firmly convinced that atmospheric pollution
causes ill health and dulls life. I hope Blackwell, Bols-
over and Clowne will be free from it in the foreseeable
future, even though I shall not be there to enjoy it.

12



STATISTICS OF THE AREA

Area (Acres) 4,528,
Populaticn (Census 1961) 11,770
Population mid-year (Registrar General) 1967 11,820,
Number ef inhabited houses (end of 1967) 3,760
Rateabie value (end of 1967) £413.432
Sum represented by a Penny Rate 1967 £1.604

VITAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS Total Male Female
Live Births 166 89 T
Rate per 1,000 population (corrected) 13.8.
Illegitimate Live Birtas 6 2 1
(Per cenit of total live births) 3.6.
Stillbirths 4 2 2
Rate per 1.000 total live and still births 23.5.
Total Live and Still Births 170 91 79
Infant Deaths -
(deaths under one year) 7 T -
Infant Mortality Rates :(—
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births 42
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate i
live births Nil
zo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under four
weeks per 1000 total live births) 24.1
Early Neso-natal Mortality Ratfe (deaths junder one
week per 1.000 total live births) 24.1

Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths
under one week per 1,000 total live and still births) 47

Maternal Mortality (including abortion) Nil
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births . Nil

13



Comments

The number of births and the birth rate are both
less than last year. Similarly, the percentage of illegiti-
mate lwve births is also less than in 1966. Our birthirate
has a ratic to the national birth rat= of 0.77.

We have had seven infant deaths in Bolsover this
year. This has bzen a bad year because in 1966 there'
were two and in 1965 there was none. Four babies died
under the age of one week. In three of these prematur-
ity played a major part in the death. The other one
died from multiple congenital abnormalities. Three infants
died bhetween the age of one week and one year. Two
died from respiratory disease and the third from congani-
tal heart failure.

Qur figures and the national onss are as follows :—

Bolsover England & Walzs

Infant Mortality rate 42 18.3
Neo-natal meortality rate 24.1 12.5
Peri-natal mortality rate 47 25.4

You ‘will see that this year our figures compare verv
badly with those of England and Walss. Howewelr, I
must e mphasise that our figures are so small as to be in-
significant statistically, in any ons year.

As always I c¢an only recommeand the acceptance of
good anle-natal care. It is important to seek out and
accept ante-natal care. General Practitioners and the
Local Health Authority are only too keen to providm
ante-natal care.

It is nice to see that there has been no maternal
death and indeed we have not had such a death since 1337.

14



DEATHS

Total Male Female
112 70 42

Death rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident popu-
lation was 128 (corrected) while the national “birth rate.
was 11.2 (provisional).

The iotal humber of deaths is 13 less than last year.

There has been a decrease of 10 male deaths and 3 female
deaths.

Causes of Death : Male Female
Cancer, Stomach 2 1
Cancer, Lung 2
Cancer, Breast

Other malignant and Lymphatic neoplasms

Leukaemia, aleukaemia

Dizbetes

Vascular lesions of nervous sysiem

Coronary disease, Angina

Hypertension with heart disease

Other heart disease

Olher circulatory disease

Pneumonia

Bronchitis

Other diseases of respiratory system

Gasiritis, enteritis and diarrhoea

Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill-defined diseases

All other accidents

Suicide
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Commentis

The pattern of causes of death remains similar to
previous years. This year the number ‘of lung cancer
deaths has fallen for the first time since 1960. There has
been an increase in the number of deaths frcm pneumonia
and bronchitis (18 as against 11 ‘in 1966). It is pleasing
to see that there have been no deaths from tuberculosizl
But I am sorry to see four deaths from accidents.

16



Lt I |

I

it -

L1

T @& X @

=

]

—

G

b - R T - e G

I

1§
FI

= =t

= 0 oM

i

=] 1 >

I

8l

I

€z euldue ‘sseastp Areuoio)
9 W34S SNOAIIN JO SUOIS3T JB[NISEBA
1 s9jeqe1(g
1 BWSENNA[E ‘BTWLEBNNI]
o1 §NIS J2ylo ‘Idue)
snI2jn ‘Ja0UE)

jsea1q ‘Isoue))

guny ‘120u=H

yorwols ‘30ue)d

I2SeasIp o1jIsered pue JATEIUT IO
= SITSEIIN
¥ SHIRAWOI0 |0y
- SUOT}23JUI [BDD020SUTUSA
E ysanoy Surdoouym
= eLRyydiq
= aseasTp InIIydAs
- I3)0 ‘s1somodaqny,
= L1ojexdsax ‘sisomolagnyg

e e T TR |

LG6T 86T 6G6T 096T T96T ZO6T £96T $96T CO6T 9961 L95I

LOGI - LS6I Wie=d jo sasne)

17



Causes of Death 1957 - 1967

1967 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961 1960 1959 1958 1957

Hypertension with heart disease 2
Other heart disease &
Other circulatory disease 11
Influenza =
Pneumonia 6
Bronchitis 12
Other respiratory diseases 3
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum =
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 1

Nephritis and Nephrosis =
Hyperplasia of Prostate %
Other defined and ill defined diseases 11
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion -
Congenital Malformations 2
Motor Vehicle Accidents -
All other accidents

Suicide

Homicide and operations of war
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH
SERVICES IN THE AREA

Maternity and Child Welfare and School Clinies
These are provided by the Derbyshire County Council

Ambulance Service .
This service is provided by the County Council.

Laboratory Facilities

1. Anajytical — provided by the County Council.
2. Bacteriological — provided by the Public Health
Laboratory Service.

I thank both for their courtesy and efficiency.

Chest Clinics

sheflield Regional Hospital Board provide such a
clinic in Chesterfield, another is held at the Victoria Hos-
pital, Workscp (Waison Road Clinic) and Mansfield hold
one at Kings Mill Hospital.

Venereal Disease

Treatment and advice can be obtained at Derby
Royal Infirmary, Chesterfleld Royal Hospital, Victoria
Hospital Worksop, and Mansfleld and District General
Hospital.

19



Water :
The water supply to the Urban District of Bolsover

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE
AREA

is provided by the North Derbyshire Water Board. This
supply has been sufficient in quality and quantity through-
out the year. The Engineer and Manager to the Board
has very kindly sent me the following report. I would
like to thank him for this ahd also for his co--operation
throughout the year.

a. (1)

(2)

(b)

The supplying Authority to the area is the North
Derbyshire Water Board,

The area is supplied from the Board's Works at
Hillstown and Bolsover Moor, where treatment
comprises bass exchange softening and chlorination.
Distribution is from coversd reservoirs or tanks!
The resultant quality of supplied waters is bacteri-
ologically satisfactory.

Chemical and bacteriological analyses are carried
out in the Board's Laboratorizs. All raw treated
and distributed waters are examinad atleast month~
ly. The number of examinations mvolved in 1967
being :(—

Bacteriological 160
Chemical 160

The quantity proved adequate for normal household
purposes although temporary restrictions were im-
posed on the use of hose pipes.

Before being brought into service all new mains
were washed out and disinfected and samples taken
to confirm the efficiency of the operation. No other
action was necessary in respect of post treatment
contamination.

20



(c)

(d)

Chemical results vary with location due to the fact
that two supply syst:ms are involved and approxi-
mate ranges of characieristics are as follows :—

pH T4 - 8.2

Alkalinity (CaCo3) 90 - 250 mgll.
Hardness (CaCo3) 150 - 180 mgfl
Chloride (Cl) 40 - 130 mg/l
Fluoride (F) - 01 megn

The treated waters in the area have given rise to
no concern on the grounds of plumbo solvency,
and analyses on the supply waters at source, in dis-
iribution and after overnight contact with lead
service pipes have yielded figures within the re-
cenfly revised acceptable lead concentration.

21



SEWERAGE & SEWAGE
DISPOSAL

I have to thank the Surveyor for the following notes.

The Minister’s Engineering Inspector held a two-
day inquiry at Bolsover in the first week of January,
1968. He considered the Council’s proposals to re-
build the Bolsover Sewage Works and the Shuttlewood
Sewage Works, to eliminate the Stanfree Sewage
Works and provide a pumping station which would
pump to the new Shuttlewood Sewage Works.

He also considered the Council’s proposals for
bringing up the standard of th= sewers of the district.
These schemes had been prepared by the Council’s
Consulting Engineers,

Al the present time the effuents produced by ex-
isting sewage planis barely achieve Royal Coemmission
standards.

The Council were complimented on the standard
of maintenance of their plants and pumping stations.

The Council now await the Minister’s findings.

HOUSING

During the year 25 new houses were completed in
the Urban District. 8 weare built by the Council and 17
by private development. This is 3 less than in 1966. I was
not happy then s> I am less happy now. I would like
to see more and more houses being built, but, I do ap-
preciate there are financial difficulties of a high degree!
But, I think we need a national attack on the cost of
house building, Surely there must bs some way by
which we can cut down the cost.



CONVERSIONS

No econversions were made during the year although
this is not as bad as it sounds because there are only
nine houses left in the district with pail closets. Nine out
of a tctal of som=2 3,750 is not bad at all.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION
OF FOOD

Milk, Mecat and Other Foods

An account of the supervision of milk, meat and
other foods will be found in the Public Health Inspector’s

repoert.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE
ACT, 1948 - 1951

No acticn was taken during the year.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES

The Ministry has requested information about the
abcve. There is no common lodging house in the Bols«
over Urban Distriet,

23



FACTORIES ACTS
There are 29 factories registered in Bolsover Urban.
District which are inspected from time to time, and ac-
tion taken as it is necessary. Conditions generally were
found to be satisfactory.

1. Inspections for the purpose of provisions as to health
(including inspections made by Public Health Inspec-

tors)
Number Number of
on Inspec- Written
Premises. Register tions notices

(1) Factories in which Sections 1, £
3, 4, and 6, are to be enforced
by Local Authorities 4 24 1

(ii) Factories not included in (i)
in which Section 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority. 20 59 1

(iii) Other Premises in which Sec-
7 is enforced by the Local
Authority.
(excluding outworkers’ Premises.) 5 22 ——

Total 29 105 z

2, Cases in which DEFECTS were found

Number of Cases in which defects
were found.
Referred
To HM. By HM.
Particulars. Found Remedied Inspector Inspector

Sanitary Conveniences

(a) insufficient 1 1 - >5
(b) unsuitable or defective 1 1 L 0
Total 2 . s ]

3. Outwork.

Mo. of cases of
Mature of Work Ma. of Outworkers defaultinsending
lists to the Council

Wearing apparel, making, etc 1 —
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER

INFECTIOUS DISEASE
Diphtheria

There has not been a case of diphtheria in Bolsover
since 1943, We can keep this happy state of affairs by
having our childrecn immunised against diphtheria. In this
connection I have to report that ".72 primary immunisa~-
tions against diphtheria were comp.eted in 1£66.

I firmly believe that children should be immunised
against diphtheria and I urge all parents to take advan-
tage of immunisation.

Mcasles

This year we had only 25 cases of measles. The
great majority of these were very mild and soon recovered

Poliomyelitis :

Again, there was no case of poliomyelitis. I can
only repeat that it is my belief that all who are cligible
for vaccination against this illness, should acecz2pt vaccina-
tion as soon as possible. Vaccination can now b2 done by
mouth,

Whooping Cough

I am sorry to report that there were 19 cases of
whooping cough in 1967 This is “‘h2 inosi. w2 have had
in any one year for some time. Whooping cough can at
the worst be a killing disease and at the best a distressing
one. As with diphtheria and poliomyelitis, I would urge
parents io have their children pr._tected against whooping
cough. We cannot guarantee 100 per cent protection but
we can help a lot.

Scarlet Fever

Again we had a quiet year with only 5 cases noti-
fied. These were very mild and caused no complications.
Food Poisoning

I am very pleased to report that there have been no
cases of food poisoning notified to me in 1967
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Tuberculosis

The following table gives particulars :—
NEW CASES DEATHS

Age
Periods Non- Non-
in years Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary
M F M F M F M F

10

15

20

39 =

63 & upwards

Total

e e e e - —— -

It 1s very pleasing to see the blank table absve. To
have no new cases reported is very satisfactory. Let us
hope for more years like this. In addition to no new case
we have had no deaths from tuberculosis. Truly, 1967 has
b2en a goad year.
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ANNUAL REPORT

of the
PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
and
CLEANSING SUFPERINTENDENT
for the Year 1967

To the CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS of the
BOLSOVER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mr Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my report for the
yvear 10967.

During the year, 25 new houses were built in the
Urban District, being three fewer than ‘in the previous
year. The Council built two houszes for Warde s adjacent
to existing bungalows for old=r pearsons hnd six two-
bedroomed flats, these flats bzing the first homes for
normal leiting erected by the Council since the beginning
of 1963. For quite a numbezr of years the total of new
houses erected in the Urban District has beeu disappoint-
ingly low, but there are now indications that a higher
rate of Louse building will soon be achieved. The Council
are preparing a scheme for building about forty homes
cn land on Hill Top and more private development is
now taking place on szveral sites in the Urban Districti
I look forward to reporting an increase in the erection
of new homes in the next few years.

It 15 pleasing to teport that a larger number of
houses wera improved with grant aid, especially as the
proportion of rented houses again exceeded those which



were cwner occupied. To the end of 1967, 518 privately
owred houses had bezen improved, and in several streets
in the district only. a few houses now remain to be dealt
with. There are indications that greater emphasis will
soon be placed by the Government on the systematic and
compulsory improvement of suitable older houses and on
the removal of the remaining unfit houses. The overall
shortage of houses is not now so acute, the main prob-
lem is to bring th2 better older houses up to modern
standards and to c¢lear away thosz poorer houses which
are either unfit or incapable of being improved.

Therc was a further fall in the number of animals
slaughtered in the three small slaughterhouses in this
area. For several months operations were limited by
restrictions on the movement of animals imposed as a
result of the foot and mouth disease ‘outbreak.

No further progrzss was made on implementing the
Council’s domestic smoke control programme. Certain
new developments are taking place which could have a
great bezaring on the drive t> reduce atmospheriec pollu-
fion. A Clean Air Bill before Parliament will grant new
powers lo the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
to introdvece an element of compulsion and the National
Ccecal Board appear to bz successfully developing a new ap-
pliance capable of burning coal smokelessly—this could
be of paramount importance in the mining districts.

A regular weekly collection of refuse was main~
tained throughout the year, but during autumn difficulties
arose in retaining and recruiting suitable men for refuse
collection work., This is not an attractive job and the
service could not have bean maintained without the loyal
co-cperation of regular employees. Serious thought was
given to devising some scheme to recompense the teams
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who ave required to work short handed, with the objelt

of cutting down the n2ed to engage temporary workmen
and enabling the Council to recruit and retain a decent
type of man for refuse collection work.

I am, Mr Chairman and Gentleman,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN F. H. WALTON,

Public Health Inspector and
Cleansing Superintendent.
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GENERAL INSPECTION OF THE AREA

Table showing inspections, etc., undertaken

the year 1967 :—

Inspecticn of houses for nuisances jand !defects
Revisits to houses i
Visits in connection with 1mprnvement ofhnuses
Visits re water supply
Visits to infectious disease cases
Milk Distributors and Dairizs
Slaughterhouses — Meat Inspection
Butchers Shops
Bakehouses
Fried Fish Shops
Other Food Preparing Premises
Food Shops
Market Stalls
Ice Cream Premises
Inns and other Public Buﬂdmgs
Factories and Workplaces
Knacker’s Yard
Schools e
Controlled Refuse T1ps
Colliery Spoil Banks "
Clean Air Act — Smoke Dbservatmns
Clean Air Aect — Smoke Control Area
re Atmospheric Pollution
Moveable Dwellings
re Keeping of Animals

Shops Act £
Petroleum Licensing
Drainage Works

to Public Baths

Offices, Shops and Raﬂway Prenuses

Intervlews with owners, contractors, etc.
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324
392
192
12
11
39
299
32
6
2
66
142
162
68

118
16

68

76
14
19
12

62
102
21
a6
205



HOUSING AND PUBLIC HEALTH ACT DEFECTS

The following table shows the defects remedied -as
a result of action under the Housing and Public Health
Acis

Defects in connection with :(—

House roofs i oot 29
Chimney stacks e 12
Eaves, gutters and rain water pipes ... 37
Pointing and brickwork of walls 24
Yard paving 16
Waste pipes 12
Internal wall and ce;lmg p]aster S
Windows and sash cords 20
Doors 7
Floors 19
Staircases 2
Cooking ranges and fireplaces S
Sinks e 12
Rising or penetratmg dampness 40
Outbuildings » 19
Drains and inspection chamhers 62
Water closet pedestals 19
Closet flushing cisterns 16
Walls and fences 2
Dilapidated dustbins ... s 409

In connection with the foregoing defects 164 infor-
mal noiices and nine statutory notices were served.
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HOUSING

One of the major responsibilities of a local auth-
ority is to protect and promote the health of the inhabi-
tants of ite area, and it is of the utmost importance to
ensure sufficient good houses in its district where people
can live contented and healthy lives. In the past two
decades great strides have been made in improving the
standard of housing in this area, but the responsibilities of
the local authority will always bz 0f topical concern be-
cause the demand for bett:r designed and better equipped
homes 1ises with succeeding generalions. To achieve this
objective requires the erection of houses and bungalows
for letting and nowadays tais is left almost entirely to
local authorities; thosz families who aspire to own their
homes should be able io buy new houses and be afforded
a rzasonable choice; those older nouses which must con-
tinue in use, however fast new houses are built, should
be kept in good repair and be brovided with modern
amenities; and those houses which are not acceptable as
suitable living accommodation by present day standards
should be removed and replaced as quickly as possible!

We may never reach the stage where every indivi-
dual family has a perfectly satisfactory home, but the
nearer we come to achieving that target the greater pro-
gress we shall have made in protecting 'and promoting
the health and happiness of the inhabitants of this district.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

During 1967, 25 new houses were built in the Urban
Dasirict, this representing a cdecrease oI three when com-
pared with ths previous year. Eight of the new houses
were built by the Council, two were for Wardens rlose
to groups of old people’s bungalows and the remaining
six were two-bedroomed flats built at Shuttlewood, these
flats being the only houses built by the Council for nor-
mal letting sinca the beginning of 1963. Seventeen of
the new houses were erected by private developers, being
nine fewer than in the previous year and the lowest total
since 1961
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The total of 25 naw houses built during 1967 is 2
disapppointingly low flgure, when it is known that new
record levels of house building throughout th2 country
were achieved during that year. The rate of house build-
ing in this area has been low for a number of years.
During the past twenty years 1,225 new houses have been
built, and of thesz only 294, less than a quarter, have
been buili during the past ten years. whereas 932 houses
were built in the previous ten years, when the difficulties
of the post-war period were more manifest. The Council
now find themselves in the unenviable position of having
two large areas earmarked for housing development and
both have been rendered unstable by mining operations—
in fact there is at the present time wvery: little land avail-
able for immediate housing development. The limited
number of new houses built in recent years has sloweld
down the implementation of the Council’s slum clearance
programme and has resulted in many young ymarried
couples having to make their homes outside the Urbam
District,

In the immediate post-war period there was a rise
in the birth rate and babies born at that time have since
grown up and reached the age of marriage. In 1947, 236
babies were born in this district and now, twenty years
later in 1967, when many of these young people must be
contemplating marriage, the erection of 23 new houses
must have fallen far short of the demand.

It 15 to be hoped that the difficulties in the way of
housing "development will be comoparatively short-lived,
and that & more ambitious building programme can be
commenced to provide better homes for those who nom
live in unfit houses and to encourage young married
couples {o remain in this district. This area tannot afford
to fall behind in the drive to provide good homes,
whether for renting or for sale. .

Nowadays, an ever increasing proportion of the pop-
ulation have the desire to own their own homes, and
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and cspecially is this the case with young couples start-
ing married life; an increase, therefore in the number of
new houses erected for sale would be particularly grati-|
fying. Of the 1,226 houszs built in this district during
the last twenty years, only 233 (less than one in five)
have been built by private developers. Of these 233
houses built for private ownership, 158 were erected dur-
ing the past ten years compared with 75 houses built in
the previous ten years. Private development therefore
has been increasing, in fact it has doubled over the past
decade. It is hoped that this rate of increase can be
mzintained and if the figure can be doubled over the next
five vears so much the better

There remains a need for new houses {o replace
thosz which still have to be dealt with under the slum)
clearance programme, and more houses will be requred
in the coming years to replace those older houses which
may not be unfit by present day standards, but which
are not worth improving.

At the end of 1967, the number of houses in the;
Urhan District had risen to 3,760 and of these 1,338 have
been built since the war — 834 erected by the Council,
256 by the Coal Industry Housing Association and 248 for
private ownezrship. No further progress was made dur-
ing the year on plans to redevelop a cleared site in Castle
Street and High Street but steps were taken to acquire:
a site on Hill Top to provide a number of bungalows
quite tlose to the central area of the town.

REMOCVAL OF UNFIT HOUSES

In the past, the Council’s slum clearance programme
has made most progress when new houses were being,
built to provide alternative accommodation for the fami-
lies who were having to leave their old homes. During
recent years the Council have built very few new houses,
and progrese madz on removing unfit houses has there-
fore been very much reduced
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During 1967 no action was taken to deal with fur-
ther unfit houses which remain in the CoHuncil’s slum
clearance programme but it was possible to carry out
the rehousing of a number of families who were occupy-
h_nuses whi-lz:h had been represented as being unfit in pre-
vious years.

Wooadhouse Road Clearance Area

An official representation in respect bf the eleven
houses numbered 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12 Wcod-
house Read, was submittad to the Council in February,
1964, The Council decided to negotiate the purchase of
these properties, but as many of them are owner occupied
and some of these are foreign nationals, the difficulties ex-
perienced were exceptional. Two of the houses had been
purchased to the end of 1966 and the purchase of a fur-
ther seven was completed in 1967, In the case of the
remaining two hous2s a compulsory purchase order was
submitted to and confirmed by the Minister of Housing
and Local Governmznt in 1967 By the end of the year
all the houses had been vacated and this involved the
rehousing of eight families, totalling 32 persons. At the
end of ihe year the only action remaining to be completed
in respect of this clearance area was the demolition of
the buildings and the clearance of the site.

Bolsover Road, Shuttlowood Clearance Area

An official representaticn in respect of four-houses
numbered 926, 98, 100 and 102 Bolsover Road, Shuttlewood
was submitted to the Council in April, 1966. The Council
again decided to negotiate the purchase of these proper-
ties as the clearance area site is immediately opposite to
one on which six Council flats were being erected. By
the end of the year agreement had been reached on the
purchase of these four houses and the three families, tot-
aling eight persons, who were living in the houses were
rehoused n the new flats erected by the Council immed-
iately adjacent to their former homes. At the end of the
year therefore the only outstanding action in respect of
this clearance area was the demolition of the buildings
and the clearance of the site. PR
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Individual Unfit Hous:s

No cofficial representations in respect of individual
unfit houses were submitted to the Council during 196T.

During the year eleven families, totalling 40 persons
were rehoused from unfit houses, and at the end of the
year all the unfit houses in respect of which slum clean-
ance action had been taken had been vacated.

The Council now own 1.147 houses, flats and bun-
galows and in recent years the number of these dwellings
becoming available for re-letting has been growing. A few
years ago there were in the region of twenty to thirtmy
normal re-lets every year, in 1956 the figure reached 48
re-lets and in 1967 it rose to 52, Towards the end of
the year the Council were asked to consider the implem-
entation of a further stage of its slum clearance pro~
gramme using re-lets in its existing Council houses for
the purpose of providing alternative adccommodation for
the families who would be displaced. No agreement was
reached on this proposal at that time but I am hopeful
that in the wvery near future it may be possible to make:
some further progress on reducing the number of unfit
houses in the areal

The last programme for clearance of unfit houses
was drawn up in December, 1961, when it was estimated
that a total of 122 unfit houses remained to be dealt
with. At the end of December, 1967, there still remained
90 unfit houses where no action had been taken and an
early reduction in this total would be most welcome.
During 1967 the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern-
ment asked for estimates of the number of houses which
were capable of being improved and the number of houses
which might not be capable of improvement. It was es-
timated that there are in this district some 246 houses
which do not readily lend themselves to being improved
to a higher standard and there is a possibility that these
houses will have to be dealt with under slum! clearance
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powers in the years to come. It is possible that really
ambitious improvement proposals could save manv o°
these houses from demolition but some of those sub-stan-
dard houses will inevitably form the slums of the future.
They may not be unfit by present standards. but as tha
number of unfit houses in the tountry is steadily re-
duced the question of reviewing and raising the standard
of unfitness will arise and this will have a marked effect
on the number of houses to be dealt with under slum
clearance powers And the number of new houses which
are required as alternative accommodation. It demon-
strates that the drive to secure better housing conditions
is a continuing problem which will further increase the
demand for new houses.

Improvement of Houses

Fifty-seven privately owned houses were improved
during 1967, all undar the standard grant scheme. Of the
houses improved 28 were owner occupied and 29 were
tenanted.

The total amount paid in grant was £7.249, an aver-
age of almost £132 per house. The &menities provided
by means of standard grants were 50 inside 'water closets,
42 complete hot water systems, 47 wash hand basins, 43
baths and 29 food stores, In 13 cases the works involved
the extension of the house or conversion of existing out-
buildings to provide new bathrocoms. The following table
shows ‘he number of private houses in the Urban District
which have been improved under the grant schemes :—
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Owner-Oc¢cupied Tenanted Total Houses

Houses  Houses Impreved
1954 3 - 3
1955 29 40 65
1956 23 6 29
1957 15 4 19
1958 19 6 25
1959 32 - 32
1960 (Standard Grants) 15 -
(Discretionary Grants) 3 6 24
1961 (Standard Grants) 15 1
(Iscretionary Grants) 6 1 23
1562 (Standard Grants 27 22
(Discretionary Grants) 4 8 61
1963 (Standard Grants) 40 20
(Discretionary Grants) 1 - 61
1964 (Siandard Grants) 22 9
(Iscretionary Grants) 2 1 34
1965 (Standard Grants) 19 26
(Discretionary Grants) 1 13 29
1966 (Standard Grahts) 11 14
(Discretionary Grants) 1 - 26
1967 (Standard Grants) 28 29 57

312 146 518
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During 1967, sixty applications for standard grant
were epproved by the Council and at the end of the year
there were 35 cases where the works had hot been com-
pleted

In 1967 there was a return to A more satisfactory
number of houses improved following a rather -disap-
pointing total for the previous year For the third suc-
cesive year, the number of tenanted houses which were
improved exceeded those which were owner occupied, and
I should like to think that this could bscome a permancnt
feature of the improvement work being carried out in this
district. For a long time it has been evident that grants
for the improvement of housing accommodation have had
moere appeal to a person living in his own house than to
the landlord of tenanted houses. We have now reached
the position in this district where there ate 'a number of
streets in which the majority of the suitable houses have
already been improved, and most of those that remamn to
be done are tenanted houses, In the case of several streets
determined efforts were made during 1957 to persuade
the owners of the houses mot already improved to take
advantage of the grants available for installing modern
amenities in their houses, It was possible to make some
reasonable progress in this direction but there were sev-
eral cases where the owners of tenanted houses were very
old pecple without the necessary capital to undertake im-
provement works and offers to arrange f[or loans to cover
the cost of the works were of no avail. In three such
cases, involving a total of twelve houses where virtually
all the adjacent houses had already been improved, the
Council undertook to enter into negotiations with the ow-
ners with a view to acquiring these housss and subse-
quently carrying out improvement works. In no -case
had these negotiaticns been concluded by the end oi 1967.

It is now generally accepted that the basic amen-
1ties of hot water and indoor sanitation are no longer a
luxury, they are regarded as essential to a decent and
healthy Iife and should be available to all. The great
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majorily of the older houses in this country must remain
in use for many years to come and every effort should
therefore be made to provide suitable older houses with
modern amenities where the occupants can live in greater
comfort. A large proportion of these older houses are
occupied by middle-aged and elderly people who ‘have
little prospect of being offered the tenancy bf modern'
Council houses. Thz comfort and welfare of these fami-
lies has become an increasingly urgent problem, as, gen-
erally spesking, the houses they occupy are of a lower
standard than thosz offered to the tenants of Council
houses or of owner occupied houses throughout the coun-
try. During 1966 the Dennington Committee produced
its report “Our Older Homes — A Call for Action™ This
report high-lighted the nezd to speed up the remowval of
unfit houses and the improvement of suitable older houses
and lowards the end of the year there were indications
that the Ministry of Housing and Local Government were
preparing to give increased priority to slum clearance
and housing improvemant at the expense of new house
building The Ministry were informed that there still re-
mained an estimated 599 houses in this district which:
were capable of being improved — quite a number of
those houses being deficient only of an inside water closet
and a numbar bzing deficient of an inside water closet
and wash basin. There are indications that in the future
greater emphasis will have to be placed on improving
whole streets of houses and that some thought will have
to be given to improving the environment and not sim-
ply installing a bathroom inside the house. The improve-
ment in the standard of many of the older houses in' a
number of streets in this district is now very evident,
but it has taken 14 years to reach a total in excess of
500 privately owned houses improved. It is to be hoped
that means can be introduced to secure the more willing
co-operation of landlords in having their houses improved
and that the mnext 500 houses can be completed in half
that 1ime.

In recent years the Council have also undertaken
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the improvement of a number of houses ‘they own and
the total so far dealt with had reached 79 by the end
of 1967. Seventy-two of these were pre-war Council
houses and the remaining seven ccmprise three cottages
of architectural interest, two houses near the Council
Depot and the conversion of a large house into two dwel-
lings adjoining the site of the new Council Depot.

HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY

The total numbasr of Council owned ground floox:
flats, bungalows and smaller houses suitable for older per-
sons now stands at 189.

The proportion of elderly persons in the community
becomes greater year by year and there continues to be
considerable demand fcr Council bungalows. Many people
look forward look forward to moving to smaller, well
equipped homes later in life, and it would be a great ad-
vantage if the humber of bungalows available especially
those with two bedrooms, were sufficient to allow some
tenancies to be offered to couples in their late fifties;
thereby enabling them to settle down in their new homes
while they still enjoy reasonable health and strength.

During the year negotiations began for tha acquis-
ition by the Council of a site quite close to the town
centre which would be suitable for the erection of some
thirty or forty bungalows and it is hopzd that progrzss
on this development can be outlined in future reporis.

A few years ago the County Council Welfare Com-
mittee erected in this district a purpose built home' to
provide accommodation for oldsr and more infirm people,
who arc no long:r able to look after themselves in their
own homes. Thomas Colladge House occupies a level site
quite close to the centre of the town and illustrates to
local residents the type of accommodation now being
provided by the Welfare Committee.



Caravans and Movecable Dwellings

During 1967 five separate licensed sites, each ©Ton-
taining one caravan, remained in occupation throughout
the year’ Towards the end of the year an application
was received for a site licence in respect of one caravan
on land off Elmton Lane. Town planning consent in
respect of this site was obtained but the issue of the lic-
ence was not authorised until the beginning of 1968.

At the beoginning of the year there were four occu-
pied standings on the Council's municipal site and in ac-
cordance with a previous decision of the Council’s Hous-
ing and Planning Committee these standings were vacated
early in the year. Many of the caravan dwellers who
had occupied standings on ths Council’'s site accepted
the tenancy of Council houses and the former site is now
being developed for light industry.

Infectious Discases and Disinfection

Particulars will be found in the report of the Medi-
cal Oificer of Health of the number of cases of infectious
diseases during the year and 11 visits were paid to houses
where cases had occurred.

_ Terminal disinfection is no longer carried out, but
disinfectant is available free of ckharge.

VYerminous Premises

There was again virtually no evidence of bed bug
infestation, though several houses experienced trouble
from cockroaches and control measures were carried out:
suitable powder and liquid insecticides are available free
of chargc to affected properties.
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In 2 number of cases control measures against cock-
roaches were taken at the time particular houses were
being repaired and improved and this proved to be most
successful.

Water Supply

Every house 1n the district is supplied with water
from the main supply of the North Derbyshire Water,
Board. Eight samples of tap watar ‘were sSubmitted for
bacteriological examination and were reported as suitable
for drinking purposes.

FOOD & DRUGS ADMINISTRATION
Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1260
The number of premises in the Urban District sub-

ject to the provisions of these regulations are set out
below —

Bakeshouses 1
Licensed Clubs carrying out catering 1
Ice Cream Manufacturers 1
Manufacturers of Sausages ete. 9
Fish and Chip Shops 5
Predominently Grocers Shogps 44
Predominently Greengrocers Shops 4

Shops szlling mainly Sugar Confaclionery 8
Shops selling mainly Flour Confcelionery 3
Dispensing Chemists 2
Butchers Shops 10

14



At the end of the year the premises which were
fitted to comply with ths requirements of Regulations 16
and 19 were as follows :—

Regulat’'n Regulat'n

16 19
Bakehoses 1 1
Licensed Club carrying out catering 1 1
Ice Cream Manufacturer 1 1
Manufacturers of Sausages b 9
Fish and Chip Shops 4 5
Grocers Shops 39 44
Greengrocers 3 3
Sugar Confectioners Shops T 7
Flour Confectioners Shops 2 3
Dispensing Chemists 2 2
Butchers Shops 9 10

During 1967, 137 visits wera paid to premises used
for the preparation of food and 352 visits were paid to
food shops and market stalls, including 48 shops regis-

tered under the Food and Drugs Act for the sale of
ice cream

During the year, action continued to be taken to
secure cempliance with the requirements of the Food Hy-
giene Regulations and to impress upon all food traders
and their staffs the vital importance of striet attention
to cleanliness and hygienic practices in all aspects of the
preparation and handling of food. Thz majority of shops
in this disirict are combinasd shop and house premises of
restricted size, where the hygienic storage and display of
a wide varizty of food and other goods give rise to prob-
lems. A few shops in the town have been modernised in
recent years to provide more hygienic conditions and bet-
ter facilities for the shoppers, but the majority of shops
in the cenfral area are still in old premises which wera
converted from other uses many years ago. A plan ex-
ists for the redevelopment of the central area of the town
to provide a number of new shops, but, unfortunately,
progress on achieving this objective has not yet been made
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Food Hygicne (Markets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles)
Regulations

These regulations were made in 1966 to come into
operation at the beginning of 1967. The requirements of the
regulations were consilered by the Council, with gpecial
regard to the small weekly market. The Council under+
tock to provide a sink, wash hand basin and hot and cold
water supply in a building adjacent to the site of the
market and also to provids sheets for enclosing those
stalls where open food is sold. This work was completed
early in 1967 and subssquently seven market traders were
granted certificates of exemption in respect of the require-
mentls of certain of the Regulations.

Work was also undertaken to ensure that butchers
vans, and a variety of other wvehicles used for retailing
open food were provided with water supplies and washing
facilities.

Slaughterhouses — Inspection of Meat and other Foods

Regulations regarding Hygiene and Prevention of
Cruelty came into full effect in ‘the {Urban District on the
1st October, 1961, and by that dats, the three private slau-
ghterhouses had been repaired and improved to comply
with the requirements of the Regulations, The effect of
the new Slaughterhouses Act and Regulations is to ensure
the lairing, handling and slaughtering of animals in a hu-
mane manner and to secure hyglenic conditions for the
handling of carcases and offal and for efficient inspection
of meat.

On the lst October, 1963, the Meat Inspection Reg-
lations came into operation. The main effect of these
Regulations is to place a duty on local authorities to en-
sure that all animals, slaughtered for human ccnsumption,
are inspected and marked before they are moved from the
slaughterhouse and to allow loecal authorities to jintroduce
charges for meat inspection, as a means pf recouping the
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cost of the service. The introduction of the Regulations
created no difficulties, as a 1009 inspection service had
been maintained since the re-opening of local slaughter-
houses in 1954, and the services of Chesterfield Corpora-
tion Meat Inspectors have always been available during
my absence. The Council introduced charges of 2/6 per
bovine animal, 9d. per per calf ‘ar pig and 6d. per sheep
or lamb, and during 1967 the chargss produced an income
of £108 8 3d.

The number of animals passing through the three
slaughterhouses during 1967 was appreciably lower than
in previous years, due to restrictions imposed as a result
of the foot and mouth dizase outbreak. Most of tha
slaughiering continued to be done in small lots on several
days of the w2ek and slaughtering was carried cut on a
total of 157 days. The three slaughterhouses provide fac-
ilities for ninz butchers, six with 3hops in the Urban
District and three trading from premises in adjoining
Rural Districts. During the year an estimated 2,105 pounds
of meat and offals were rejected as unfit for food. For
the sixth conszcutive year no bovine animals in local
slaughterhouses ware found to be affected by tuberculosis:
The virtual elimination of this disease from cattle in this
country has formed the most striking feature of the meat
inspection service in the last decade or so. In 1954 when
local slaughtering was re-introduced, one in six of all
cattle and one in three of all cows, slaughbered locally,
were found to be affected by the disease.

Tre Meat Inspection (Amendment) Regulations came
into operation on the 30th September, 1966, and gave local
authorities powers, for the first time, to control the hours
and times of slaughtering. Consultations took place with
the proprietors 6f the three local slaughterhouses and
with the other butchers who make use of the facilities
praovided there, and eventually an agreement was reached
on the days and tim2s on which slaughtering would take
place. These agreed times came into operation on the
1st January, 1967, and provided for almost all the slaugh-



tering being done during normal working hours, apart
from an extension to 8 p.m. on Mondays in the case of
ane slaughterhouse, this being the day of the local cattle
market when the greatest volume of slaughtering takes
place. 1t is pleasing to report that this agreement with
the slaughterhouse occupiers worked most satisfactorily
and there was a distinct improvement over recent years
when as much as 80% of all meat inspection had to be
carried out in the evenings.
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Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned in whol:

or in part.
Cattle Shesp
excluding Cows Calves and Pigs Hor et
Cows Lambs
Number killed ... 660 2 T ST SRR e
Number inspected £60 2 1 1025 e —

— e e e —— _—

All diseases ex-
cept Tuberculosis

and Cysticerci
Whole carcases con-
demned

Carcases of which

§Ome part or organ i =
was condemned 169 ! E

Percentage of the

number inspected

affected with dis-

ease other than

tuberculosis and

cysticerci R 500 -~ 6.9 — -

Tuberculosis only
W hole carcases con-
demned ... — - ~ s i

Carcases of which
sOMme part or organ
was condemned.. — e i

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with tub-
erculosis .. 3 -— - —_— e

Cysticercosis
Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned... 3 — = —

Carcases submitted
to treatment by
refrigeration ... 3 — L =

Generalised and tot-
ally condemned... = =
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The following amount of food, apart from meat ar-
ising in local slaughterhouscs, was found to be unfit for
human consumpticn and voluntarily surrend:red for dis-
posal at the Council’s refuse tip :(—

Cooked meat and meat products 3 1bs.
Canned meats 4 tins—38 lbs.
Frozer Foods 110 packets
Frozen chickens 11—333 lbs.
Cheesc 122% 1bs,

Milk and Dairies Administration

The sale 0f non-designated milk is prohibited in this
district, by virtue of the Milk (Special Designation) Speci-
ficd Areg (No. 3) Order, 1953, which came into operation
on the lst January, 1954,

With one exception. all milk produced at the dairy
farms in this district is collected by dairy companies for
pesteurisation or sterilisation. One milk producer bottles
some of the milk at his farm and retails'it locally as un-
treated milk, the rest of the milk being sold to a dairly
company. From this particular farm nin=2 sampl2s of un-
treated milk were obtained during the year and all satis-
fied the methylene test and ring test for brucella abortus.

Four samples of pasteurised milk were obtained
irom local distributors and were submitted for examina-
tion; all were satisfactory.

Food and Drugs Act, 1955

The Derbyshire County Council is the Food and
Drugs Authority and the County Analyst, Mr J. Mark-
land, B.Sec., F.R.ILC., has kindly suppliead details of sam-!
ples taken as follows :—

“46 samples, including 9 milks were taken under the
above Act in the area of the "Bolsover U.D.C. during the
yvear 1967.
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One sample of milk contained a frace of added
water. Further samples were satisfactory.

One Jelly and one sample of sweets each contained
the non-permitted colour, Blue VRS. In each case the
Manufacturers were cautioned”.

Bactericlogical Examination of Samples

There is one small manufacturer of ice cream in this
district and during the year seven samples were submitted
for bactericlogical examination, with results as follows =

Provisional Grade 1 (]
Provisional Grade 2 =
Provisional Grade 3 -
Provisional Grade 4 1

On 11 occasions samples Irom the inlet and out-
let ends of the Public Baths 'were submitted for bacteriol-
ogical examinalicn. On seven occasions the samples were
reportfed as completely satisfactory, but on the remaining
four cccasions the plate count at the outlet end of the
baths was very slightly in excess of the recommended|
standard, though no coliform organisms wer2 isolated. Five
times during the year samples from the Baths were sub-
mitted to the County Analyst for determination of the
chlorine content and these verified the efficiency of the
chlorinating equipment in use.

Seven samples of water from the main sypply of
the North Derbyshire Water Board were submitted for
examination and all were reported as satisfactory.

Seven samples of locally 'bottled orange juice were
all reported as satisfactory.

The Liquid Egg (Pasteurisation) Regulations, 1963

There are no egg pasteurisation plants in this district.
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Pouliry Inspeoction

There are no pouliry processing premmes operating
in this district.

Slaughter of Animals Act
At the end of 1967 11 persons held licences to slau-
ghter or stun animals in slaughterhcuses or knackers yards.

Knackers Yards

Sixteen visits of inspection were paid to the Knac-
ker’s Yard. This is a rather small business in a wvery
remote part of the district, and it was conducted in as
satisfactory manner as its nature and location permit.

In recent years these premises have been enlarged
and improved to afford much better facilities for storage
of meat, offals and waste products and fo allow for ster-

ilisation of diseased meat.
Two buildings in Mill Lane, Bolsover, are licensed
for lairage of animals.

Pet Animals Aet, 1951

One shop was licensed under the provisions of the
above Act, but very little business is done there.

Animal Bearding Establishments Act, 1963

This Act came into operation on the Ist Januarjy,
1964, but no premises in the Urban District were licensed.

Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Aet, 1963

This Act came into operation during 1964, its main
effect being to make provision for the safety, health and
welfare of persons employed in non-indusirial premises,
iz a similar way to the Factoriess Act requirements cov-
ering employees in Factories. All premises covered by



the new Act were required to be registered between the
1st May, 1964 and the 31st July, 1964, local authority of-
fices and offices at factories and schools were required to
register with the Factory Inspectorate.

The table ‘below sets out registrations as at the 31st
December, 1967, and at that time almost all the registered
premuses had received a generdl inspection.

TABLE (a) — Regisirations and general inspections

Numher of
registered
premises

Number of  Total No. of  receiving a
prreinise s regigte red genieral in
regiatered premises st gpectlon
Auring end of during the
Class af Premises the year year year
Offices - 15 15
Retail shops - oh 48

Wholesale shops, warehouses - - -
Catering establishments open to

the public, canteens - 4 4
Fuel storage depots - 1 1

TABLE (b) — Number of visits of all kinds by Inspectors
to registered premises
86 — these included three reported accidents.

TABLE (¢) — Analysis of persons employed in registered
premises by workplace

Class of Workplace Number of Persons
employed

Offices 700
Retail Shops 189
Wholeszle departments, Warehouses 14
Catering establishments open to the public 14
Canteens 10
Fuel storage depots 2
TOTAL 929
Total Males 957
Total Females 372
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The wvast majority of persons employed in offices
are working in a larg> office complex at the area head-
quarters of the National Coal Board. There are no large
retail shops or department stores and the employees jin
shops are for ths most part working in small businesses
The Council has a programme of redevelopment in the
central area of the district to provide modern shops, etd.
and a few of the larger businesses are already pperating
in modernised premises where conditions are usuall:f bet-
ter than 1 the older and smaller shops.

No new premises were registered during the year
and none were removed from the list of registered prem-
1ses following inspections.

Of the premises inspected during the year, only a
small propcrtion already displayed an ‘Abstract of the
Act. Other contraventions which were brouzht to the
occupiers attention ‘included provision and cleanliness of
sanitary conveniences, general cleanliness, insufficient ligh-
ting and provision of handrails to stairs. First aid boxes,
if already provid=d were usually found to be below the
required standard and thermometers were absent in mnst
of the premises inspected.

Good progress was made during the year in cor-
recting contraventions found following inspections.

Early in the year one certifiicate df exemption was
granted in respect of the provision of sanitary conveni-
ences in an office as new premises were to be completed
in a few months time. By the end of the year these prem-
ises had bzen completed and contained all the necessary
amenities for the employees.

During the year four accidents were reported, in

all cases they were of a minor nature and on one occa-
sion only was it necessary to carry out an investigation.
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Inspections under this Act were again combined with
inspections under the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations
in approprialte cases.

Petroleum Licensing

62 inspections were made of premises used for the
storage of petroleum spirit.

In recent years, detailed inspection of all storage
installations has been undertaken to secure compliance
with the Home Office Model Codes. Underground storage
tanks which have been in use for over twenty years have

been subjected to pressure test before renewal of the an-
nual licences.

During 1967 a new installation was tested and
brought into use at a new service station in Shuttlewood
Road to replace the storage tanks at a small adjacent gar-
age which was closed down,

At the end of 1967, 22 licences were in force, cov-
ering a maximum storage capacity of 293,268 gallons.

Rodent Control

The Department has two trained rodent operatives

and one of these men undertakes regular rodent control
work.

The Council undertake free treatment for rats and
mice at domestic premises, and provide treatment at busi-
ness premises on a rechargeable basis. Five business prem-
ises, the knacker yard and four farms, were the subject of
annual contracts, and systematic inspections and treat-
ments have resulted in all these premises being kept under
control. Many of the other industrial and agricultural

premises in the district have .annual contracts with the
rodent control operators.
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The systematic survey of the district for rats and
mice was continued throughout the year and the treatment
of the sewers undertaken in July, 1967, revealed very
little evidence of infestation. Permanent baiting points
have been maintained at the refuse tip, sewage disposal
works and in certain lengths of public sewer, and this
method of treatment has been found to be most successful.

Rodent Control Report for Year ended December 31st,

1967
Type of Property
Local | Dwelling | Business | Agricul-
Authority| houses Premises tural
Total properties
inspected . 15 811 72 31
Number of treatments
carried out
Rats : 8 6! 6 4
Mice -— 25 2 =

The number of treatments carried out shows aslight
decrease on the previous year. There was no major in-
festation and thosz found and treated were of a minor
character, The general public now realise that a free ser-
vice is offered for rodent control and co-operate ‘whole-
neartedly in the task of exterminating rats and mice.

Conversion of Pail Closzts, ete

New sewerage schemes serving houses in Whaley,
Whalcy Common and Chesterfield Road ,Shuttlewood, to-
gether with slum clearance action under Housing Act
powers have drastically reduced the number of pail clos-
ets 1n the Urban District during the past 13 years or so.
The nine remaining houses withiut water closets are in
widely scattered parts of the district, most of them far
rernoved from public sewers,

56



ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

"The measurement of atmospheric pollution in this dis-
trict was commenced on the 1st February, 1959, and the
instruments were sited with the co-operation of officers of
the Warren Spring Laboratory, now of the Ministry of
Technology. One deposit gauge was sited at ‘Hall Farm,
Woodhouse Lane, in fairly close proximity to the Bolsover
colliery and the carbonising plant of Coalite and Chemical
Products Limited, which are the main sources of industrial
pollution in the Urban District; the second gauge was
sited in Moor Lane to the east of the town centre, to give
records of deposited matter in one of the main residential
areas. Two lead peroxide insiruments were sited in Cundy
Road and Moor Lane; the one in Cundy Road being not
too far from the sourcss of industrial pollution and the
one in Moor Lane being in a residential iarea

The results obtained during the months of 1967 are

set out below, together with monthly laverages for previ-
ous years :—

Depesited Matter
(Total solids, tons per square mile)

1967 Hall Farm 96 Moor Lane
Woodhouse Lane

January 8.65 6.24
February - . 8.6
March 1471 8.38
April 40.86 8.59
May 19.39 13.69
June 10.20 8.12
July 18.39 8.33
August 21.70 6.71
Seplember 13.30 6.98
October 12.20 5.74
November 10.30 6.65
December 13.88 7.36
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1967 monthly average
1966 monthly average
1965 monthly average
1964 monthly average
1963 monthly average
1462 monthly average
1961 monthly average
1960 monthly average
1959 monthly average

1669
13.51
12.90
11.85
11.44
17.57
15.65
14.35
15.32

7.99
12.18
12.00
13.29

9.66
10.09

9.60
11.23
11.95

tons per sq. ml.
tons per sq. ml.
tons per sq. ml.
tons per sq. ml.
tons per sq. ml.
tons per sq. ml.
tons per sq. ml.
tuns per sq. ml.
tons per sq. ml.

Estimation of Sulphur by the Lead Peroxide Method.

(Mg. of SO3 per day collected by 100 sq. em. of Batch
A FbO2) (Louvered cover)

1567 2 Cundy Road 96 Moor Lane
January 1.65 3.28
February 1.66 218
March 202 1.63
April 1.30 1.72
May 0.74 1.68
June 0.75 1.15
July 0.58 0.89
August 0.70 0.95
September 0.80 1.2%
October 1.18 1.83
November 1.67 3.23
December 1.85 1.79
1967 montihly average 1.24 1.80
1966 monthly average 1.21 1.36
1965 monthly average 1.38 1.99
1964 monthly average 1.42 1.85
1863 monthly average 1.40 2.05
1962 monthly average 161 191
1961 monthly average 1.79 1.75
1960 monthly average 1.55 1.58
1959 monthly average 1.62 1.48
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The deposit gauge at Hall Farm is sited somjz 700
yards due east of the carbonising works of the Derbyshire
Coalite Company Limited. and 700 yards north east of
Bolsover Colliery; these being the main sources of indus-
trial pollution in this area and where very considerable
quantities c¢f coal are carbonised or burned. Monthly av-
erage of deposited matter at this site showed an unwel-
come increase, due to an abnormal result for the month of
April, when the Analyst reported that the sample con-
tained particles which appeared to resemble rust. Without
this high total for April, the monthly average would have
been only marginally higher than the average for the
previous year,

The deposit gauge in Moor Lane is in a residential
area, about 500 yards east north east of the town centre
and approximately 3000 yards to the south lkast of the
Coalite Works and the Colliery. The monthly average of
deposited matter at this site showad a vary remarkable
improvement and is the lowest monthly average since rec-
ords commenced in 1959, It is to be hoped that this im-
provement can be maintained.

Apparatus for the measurement of sulphur by the
lead peroxide method has been setup in two places in the
Urban District; at a site in Cundy Road on the edge of a
housing estate some 1200 yards east of the Bolsover Col-
liery and 1,330 yards to the east of the Coalite Works, and
the second site was in the Moor Lane residential area, 500
yds. east north east of the town centre and 3,000 yds. to the
south east of the Coalite Works and Colliery. Monthly
averages from the Cundy Road site, which is the one near-
er the industrial undertakings, have tended to decline and
the improvement was virtually maintained during 1967
Results from the Moor Lane residential area showed a
relurn to a higher level for 1967 and probably result from
discharge of smoke from low level domestic chimneys.

in addition to the d:posit gauges and lead peroxide
instruments established by the Council, Messrs Coalite and
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Chemical Products Ltd. co-operate in the national survey
of smoke and sulphur dioxide. The instruments are sited
at the Coalite Works which is immediately adjacent to
Bolsover Colliery and the results of daily measurements
of smoke and sulphur are published by the Warren Spring
Lisboratory of the Ministry of Technology.

Smoke Control Areas

There is one smoke control order in oreration in the
Urban District covering an aresa of 86 acres which con-
tained some 173 houses at the end of 1967. Further lim-
ited housing development took place in the smoke control
area during the year, but at the time of preparing this
report work has start=d on the erection of a further 37
bouses by a private develocpment company. The smoke
conirol area came into operation in the first instanc: on
the 1st July, 1963, and, after being suspendazd Ior almost
a year, it came back into operation on the lst Septem-
ber, 1966. No undue difficulties arose during 1967, no
complaints were received of shortage of suitable fuels,
Inspections were made in the smoke control area on 37
separate days during the year, and at varying times. On
20 occasicns no chimneys were seen t0 be emilting smoke;
cn two occasions four chimnsys were emitting smoke; on
cne cccasion two chimneys were emitting smoke, and on
five occasions a single chimney was emitting smoke. The
offenders were sent polite letters drawing taeir attention
io the requirement of the order and seeking their co-op-
cration in diminishing atmospheric pollution.

During 1967, officers cf the Ministry of Housing
and Lecal Government visited Bolsover to discuss the
progress being made on reducing atmospheric pollution —
the Bolsover Urban Distirict being a “black area™ author-
ity where the creation of smoke control areas has not

een undertaken at a satisfactory rate. In 1962 the Coun-
cil submitted a programme to the Ministry designed to
create a series of smoke control areas, one every second
year., with the intention of covering all the Urban Dis-
trict by 1972-73. The first such area came into eixstence
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in 1983 and since that time the Council have been reluc-
tant 10 implema2nt any further stages of the programmel
Undoubiedly, the higher price of solid smokeless fuels,
when compared with the cost of coal, and disatisfaction
with the national agreement covering the issue of solid
snickeless fuel in lieu of cozl to mine workers, etc, living
in smoke control areas, have been the main reasons for,
the Council’s decision. One difficulty experienced in est-
ablishing the first smoke control order in this district will
not arise again — in all future smoke control areas grani
will e payable on converting heating appliances to burn:
the cheaper solid smokeless fuels, and occupiers will not
be required to retain those appliances which were deky
signed *o burn only the more expensive open fire fuels)
Householders will thus be able to choose, if they so wish,
the mcre efficient closed appliances which give greaten
warminh and comfort and usz2 a cheaper type of fuel:
Following the visit of th2 Ministry’s officers, the Council
again discusszd this matter but decided to defer consid~
eration until a later date.

Later in the year detailed discussions were held
with the North Derbyshire Area of the National Coal
Board regarding proposals tc prepare a scheme for the
improvement of 194 of the Board’s houses at New Bols-
cover. Pariicular thought was given to the heating ark
rangements in these houses, as it was felt that this im-
provemesni scheme could form the nucleus of a further
smoka conirol area and the work to alter and improve
the heating appliances could thus be carried out at the
same ilme as the works required t> provide bathrooms.:
etc. When this suggestion was reported to the Council
they declined to proceed with the treation of New Bols<
over as 2 smcke control area and, unforiunately, the Board
could not be persuded to carry out the improvement of
the heating arrangements at these houses without the
backing of a smoke controi ordar and the grant which
would therefore be available. I wonder whether this
will come to b2 regarded as a lost opportunity, as the
tenants ol these houses will have to suffer disturbance on
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two occasions — firstly the improvement grant works
and secondly, one must expect, when smoke control is
eventually brought to this part of the district.

There are now two developments taking place
which could have far reaching effects on the reduction of
pollution from domestic sources in this area. The Clean
Air Bill now before Parliament will, if enacted, give
power to the Minister of Housing and Local Government
to direct local authoritiss ‘to prepare for approval and
then to implement a programme for the establishment of
smoke control areas. Secondly, the National Coal Board
are known to be developing an appliance which is claim-
ed to be capable of burning raw coal smokelessly. The:
appliance is said to be a type of room heater complete
with back boiler, and if this is satisfactorily t:sted angd
approved and found to be switable for use in smoke con-
trcl work, its development could drastically alter the es-
tablishmenti of smoke control areas in the mining districts,
Perhaps when next year’s annual report comes to te pre-
pared we may have more knowledge of these two impor-
tant developments.

1 fully appreciate that there are peculiar difficulties
associated with introducing domestic smoke control in
mining districts, and especially in this area whers the con-
cessionery coal agreements are more generous than the
national average. The naticnal agreement to supply con-
cessionery smokeless fuel instead of coal is regarded loc-
ally with considerable disfavour, partlicularly in its allow-
ance to retired miners and widows. It should however
be remembered that a large percentage of the local work
ing population is employed in either the mining of or pro-
cessing of coal, frequently in mos: unpleasant working
conditions exposed to dirt and dust: it is thereiore all the
more important that thz benefits which can result jfrom
reducing atmospheric pollution should be made available
to ttuse who spend so much of their working days in dirty
and unpleasant surroundings. If has been calculated that
the benefits to be derived nationally from a reduction in
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atmospheric pollution would far outweigh the cost — this
might not appear so true to a mine worker, retired minen
or a widow, who is required to surrender a generous coal
allowance for a smaller quantity of smokeless fuecls, but
we should seriously ask ourselves whether it is right to
needlessly expose our families, especially the very young
and the very old, to unnecessary dirt and the greater risk
of chest complaints which are associated with atmospheric
pollution! '

Publie Cleansing Service

During the year under review the Council operated

(i) an 18 cubic yard Karrier Dual Tip refuse vehicle
(purchased in 1960), with a team of five work-
men on whole time refuse collection cduties.

(1i) a 12 cubic yard Karrier Bantam Dual Tip Jun-
1or refuse vehicle (purchased in 1963), with a
team of five workmen on whole time refuse con-
lection duties.

(ii1) a 1,000 gallon Karrier Yorkshire gully /cesspool
emptier (purchased in 1961), on the emptying of
cesspools and pail closets, the daily removal of
sludge from the main sewage works, the cleans—
sing of street gullies and the periodic flushing of
sewers. Two men are employed on this vehicle.

(iv) a Fordson super Major Tractor (purchased in
1964) with bulldozer blade, bucket and fork lift
attachments on the levelling and covering of

refuse at the tip and the stacking and loading of
baled waste paper. At the end of 1965, a seven
cubic yard covered Refuse Trailer was purchased
for use with this tractor on collecting waste
paper from shops and other business premises
in the district.
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One workman was employed whole-time on the
sorting and baling of waste paper and a working Forsman
carries oul pest control measures, operates the free drain
rodding service, undertakes vehicle maintenance and as-
sists with all other work at times of sickness or holidays.

Refuse Collection and Disposal

The regular and efficient collection and disposal of
refuse i3 a service of vital public health importance. A
weekly collection was maintained throughout the district
very few complaints were received, The collection and
dispcsal of refusz is not a pleasant or attractive occupa-
tion, especially in & mining area, where the yield and ash
content are higher than average. I should like again to
pay tribute to the public cleansing workmen; we are in-
clined to take their services for granted and it is only on
very rare occasions, when something goes wrnng, that we
notice their exr.stence

It has not always been easy to maintain the regular
weekly collection and some temporary labour had to be
engaged during the summer holiday period and at times
of sickness; some overtime working was found to be nec-
essary following public holidays. Thz effects of holidays
and sickness can be extremely important in a service
which the public expect to be provided with unfailing reg-
ularity throughout the ‘whole year. During 1967 annual
and public holidays accounted for 314 working days and
sickness and other absence amounted to 317 days — these
together representing over 16% of the total working days.

Towards the end of the year difficulties arose in re-
cruiting and retaining suitable workmen for refuse collec-
tion work. Within the space of a few months extending
through autumn and winter of 1967-68, over a third of
the regular employees left and as many as 13 difierent
men were employed for varying times before suitable;
replacements were obtained. For about 15 years the Coun-
¢il have paid a plus rate of 3id. per hour for workmen,
employed on public cleansing duties, originally this rep-
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resented a plus rate of 10% and was sanctioned by the:
District Auditor. The rise in basic wage rates over these
15 yesrs or s> has rendered this 3id. per hour plus rate
less mecaningful. Very sericus thought was given to devis-
ing some form of incentive payment scheme to replac
the local plus rate, and also to drastically reduce the need
to recruit temporary workmen during periods of holiday
or sickness by introducing an extra payment when the
refuse collection teams are depleted. Experience has
shown that tomporary workmen are not particularly sat-
isfactory, they are not used to refuse collection work and
not able to take their full share of the work; obviously a
temporary workman will look for permanent employment
elsewhere. At the end of 1967 the Council appoinied a
sub-committee to discuss this matter and to consult rep-
resentatives of the workmen concerned. The incentive
payment scheme has since been introduced and appears to
be working most satisfactorily.

All refuse 1s now disposed of in a disused portion,
of the clay pit at the New Byron Brick Company’'s Works,
which is just outside the boundary of the Urban District.
The Fordson tractor which was purchasad in 1954, has
proved extiremely useful on the refuse tip and has re-
sulted in considerable saving of labour. Sludge from the
main scewage works is also disposed of by burial with
the refuse. Having a clay bottom this tip has often pro-
vided drainage difficuliizs and parts have been waten~
logged cue to heavy rain and overflowing of the adjacent
stiream., During 1967 the last remaining flooded area was
tipped cver and no serious difficulties have arisen since
that time.

Cessposl Emptying

The Council provide a service for -mpfiying cess-
pools ait houses not served by a public sewer. This ser-
vice has been in existence for many years and a revised
programme was introduced by the Council in 1965, pro-
viding for less frequent emptyings in a small number of
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cases. A number of cesspools were enlarged and in other
cases arrangements were made for more frequent empty-
ings to be carried out on a rechargeable basis should
this be found necessary. This service operated quite sat-
factorly during the year.

Weekly emptying of the few remaining pail closet
1s also undertaken by the cesspool emptying vehicle.

Wasie Paper Salvage

Throughout the whole of the year the sorting and
baling of waste paper and cardboard continued to be ecar-
ried cut in temperary premises at Town End Farm and
no progress was made on the project of establishing a
new Council Depot at tais site. A 5 h.p. elect.ic baling
press was purchased in the summer of 194 when the
temporary premises at Town End Farm were first brought
into use. The use of this improved baling equipment
has enabled greater sales to be dealt with, while restrict-
ing the increase in costs.

During the year under review there were no re-
strictions on the sale of waste paper, but the amounf
sold was 9 tons less than in the previous year. To soms
extent this was due to labour diificulties during the
autumn and winter period and to the fact that the regu-
lar salvage baler suffered a breakdown in health and
was away sick for seven months of the year under re-—
view, necessitating the employment of a replacement
workman. This is the first decline in sales of waste
paper for quite a mumber of years, but total sales wenq
still the third highest on record and ‘it is hoped that the
upward trend can quickly be resumed.

Sales from 1st April, 1967 to 31st March, 1968 wene
s follows :(—

T CQ £ 8 d
Waste Paper and Cardboard 193 2 0 1,718 12 6
Textiles o 0 210 0

198 < 20, ~diTdl &5
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