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preparaticn for thz introduction of the 40 hour working
week on The 1st January, 1966. This covered trailer was
to be used behind the tractor for collection of paper from
shops (this has increassd quite considerably in recent
years) and for transporting ash and oth:r suitable cover-
ing material to thz refuse tip. The introduction of the
shorter werking week would require both refuse vehicles
to be engaged whole time on refuse collection duties, but
the collzetion rounds were amended at the end of 1965
with thz intention of complating work early on Friday
afternoon to afford greater time for routine vehicle main-
tenance. 4

Cesspoul Empiyving

Towards the end cf 1964 a report on the free cess-
pool emptying service was consi”ered by the Council and
very careful check was made on the frequency with
which certain czsspools requited to be emptied. In recent
vears there has bezn an increase in the number of new
houses not connacted to public sewers, and an increase in
the quantity of sewage to be removed. resulting from the
provisicn of bathrooms, etc., at houszs draining to cess-
pocls. -

A revised programme of cesspool emptying tame
into operation during the early summer of 1965 and pev=
€ral months notica was given toall househol 'ers concern-
cd In com2 cascs exis ing cesspr ols were enlarged and
in other cases arrangemen's were made for more frequent
emptyings to bz carried out on fa rechargeable basis;
Under this re-arrangement a fr.e six imonthly service
was brought into operation for 42 properties on the Ox-
croft Estate of tha Land Settlement Association.

Weekly emptying of the few remaining pail closats
i5 also undertakzn by the cesspool emptying vehicle.

Waste Paper Salvage

Last year's report referred to the remowval to tem-
porary premises at Town End Farm, to the purchase of
a 5 hp. electric baling press and to the removal of all

76












Age 45-60 Falls
Burns and scalds
Too severe strain on muscles
Improper or careless use of tool
Trapping fingers
Foreign body in eye
Cut
Knocking against object
Dog bite

R N -

Age 65 plus Falls
Cut

Ll -

Comments '

1. This year there have been 42 less accidents noti-
fied to me. Unfortunately, this does not mean that there
were less accidenis in my districts. Tne scheme of noti-
fication is purely voluntary and is by no means complate.
So the difference in numbers is relative rather than ab-
solute. Again, I must repeat that I believe notifications
of home accidents should be a statutory requirement and
that the notifying doctor should bz well paid for tha
notification. Apait from the number of accidents, the
guality, as it were, is very imporiant. These 88 accidents
Eive a very good idea of the type and range of happen-
ings which can cause accidents in the home.

2. You will see that I have included alecohol as a
poiscn. This may b2 surprising to somsa people, but, in
fact, alcohcl has a poisonous effect on the central nervous
system. This effect is only found when either impure al-
cohol is taken, or when pure alcohol is taken to excess.
But, of course, what is a reasonable amouat for a seas-
cned drinker is a toxic amount for a young child. In the
accident reported to me, a young child drank alcohol and
became comatose. The moral is obvious : alecohol should
be treated as a poiscn, as far as yvoung children are con-
celrned. :






TEN YEARS

; As mentioned in the preface, I completed ten years
of service in my present app.intment during 1965. 1 said
in my preface that I would like to highlight some of tha
things that have happaned during those years and I now
alttempt to do this. .

(g) Clearance of Unfit Houses

In these ten years we have dealt with some 1,000
unfit houses. I think we should all be proud of this:
Indesd, wien I want to boost my morale, I drive past
some of the new houses which have arisen on sites pre-
viously occupiad by unfit houses. Unfortunately, there
is no sign cf clearancz of unfit housess coming to an =nd.
Houses are like people; they grow older year by yean.
I am certain that wz will need to deal with the samg
numbezr of hcuses in the next ten lyears.

That is assuming that the present low standards are
maintained, At present, a house has to be really bad
before it can be classed as, anddealt ‘withi'as, being unfit.
However, many Public Health workers believe that high-
gr standards should bz introduced. To give simple ex=
amples, surely every house should have a bath and &
hot water supply and an indcor w.c. Indeed, surely every
house should have the five amenities which can be ob-~
tained when a standard grant is given. I have said be-
fore that there will be a lot of houses to deal with lny
future snd I mu:t emphasise that this number will be
greatly inerzased if our standards of fitness are made
more realistic, Ly

To sum up, we have done well and I hope we shall
continue to do so. However, we must remember that
this is a never ending job-and we shall have to continue
at it. I feel we should be proud of ‘what we have done
but at the sama time we should resclve to do as well or
even better, in the future.



(t) Atme pheiic Pollution

In 1958 and 1950 I dealt with atmosph=2ric pollution
in my Arnual Reports. I said then that atmospheric pol-
lution was the most pressing and urgent environmental
problem of our time. 1 still believe this statement to be
fitue. We have now had a Clean Air Act in force for
several vears and I think it is time for me to take stock
of any progress which has bzen ‘made in my area.

Atmospheric pollution in thz form of smoke comes
from t{wo sources. The first source is industry and the
second is domestic. The latest estimate I have scen is
that 75% of air pollution is caused by domestic smoka
while 23¢5 is caused by industrial. We have madz more
progress en the industrial side than in the domestic in my
area.

I am pleased to report that industrial pollution has
becn mavkedly reduced. When I first came here many
Eit chimmn:-y:z churnad out black smoke for much of thg
tima. Tren it was the exception rather than the rule to
see a pit chimnsy which was not smoking badly. Now
things hzve bzen reversed and the smoking chimney is the
excepticn, I must admit that many times I felt that we
were hastening to> slowly on the industrial front. How-
ever, slowly cor no!, progress has been made and there is
much 'ess industrial pollution now,

Unfortunately. I cann:t report similarly about dom-
estic polluticn. Only onz of my districts is classified as a
black arca. At one time we hoped to turn the whole
distriet into a smoke control area inside some 15 years
and we made a start by making a first control area with-
in the cizirict. Unfortunatzly, things have changed. After
making tae first order it was decided to try and revoke
it. A Public Inquiry was held and, as a result of this,
the order was suspended. Thus, at the end of 1965 there
was not one smoke control area in my districts. It would
not bz truz to say that no progress has been made on
the comostic side. A little has. Some people have con-
verted ta gas or electric fires and many others have in-



stallad mecre m:de.n solid fuel appliances which do not
throw out the samez amount of smoke into the atmosphere.
So, a lhittl> progress has been made. But not enough in
my opinicr. I know there are many ditliculties, especial~
ly where miners' cocessi nary fuel is involved, but thesa
cifficulties can and should be ove:come. As 1 said in 1960
the Engli.k Dis=ase (ie. ch oaic bronchiiis) caused some
30,000 deaths per year. Everyone agrees that air pollu-
tion 13 one of tha most serious factors in the cause of
chrenie brenchi is, Similarly, most peopl: agree that air
polluticn plays soma2 part in the causation of lung cancer.
These two diseases ccnfront us. We dare not run away
Jjust because there are difficulties, great and genuine as
these difficultiss may be.

Pertaining to atmospheric pollution another aspect
has com2 to the fore increasingly in recent years. [
must make our air clean but it also looks as though we
must make our houszs warm. To over simplfy, it looks
as though air pollufion causes chronic bronchitis but tha
recovery rate cof any particular case is affected by the
warmth or lack of warmth in his homs. For ioo long,
‘cold and draughty halls and stairs have been a part of
English cwellings. All round hzaling is much to be de-
gired. So we now have two ways to attack chronic bron-
chifis, clean air and warm housszs.

It is my earnest hope that the whole nation will
attack the problem of clean air, with urgency. It is also
my hope tc live long enough to see a fall ‘in the mortal-
ity and morbidity from chronic bronchitis.

(c) Hcecme Accidents.

Since 1960, I have included a section upon home ac-
cidents in my Annual Reports. Home accidents are of
great importance. Much more publicity is given to road
accidents than to thosz in the home. Yet the latter cause
more deaths., Besides, home should be a place of safety,
and it always seems to me the more tragic when an ac«
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of the premises were unsatisfactory is no criticism of the
County Ccuncil. In particular I am thinking of the diffi~
culty there was in sterilisiag instruments at these out<
lying clinics. No matter how careful you were you could
never be ab:olulely sure that syringes and needles were
sterile As a result of this I was not keen to immunise
children in such surroundinzs. Then dispcs:ble syringes
were introduced. The:e are absolutely steiie. Taey are
used once only and are then thrown away. The result
has been that many more children are immunised now,
and, immunization can b2 donz safely anywle e.

This may seem a little thing, but little i»r not, the
results are very important. We hear a lot about the huge
profits made by the drug industry, we do not always hear
about the beonefits they produ.e. This is one e - fit for
which I am grateful. Also I must thank th: D¢ byshire
County Council for the speed with which they made these
svringes available to their staff.

{¢) Deaths from Leukaemia.

Year 65 64 63 62 61 €0 59 58 57 56 55
Blackwell Ay ST R | . R TR R, A S |
Clowne e S S S - R R TR (S
Bolsover B Sac e ad s e . L & s

The above table shows the number of deaths which
occurred from leukaemia in my thres districts from 1955
to 1965. 1 think you will agree that there is nothing to
cause alarm in these figures, yet in 1939 one of my dis=
tricts made headline news in the national press It was
spid then that there had been filve deaths from leukaemia
in one village in Clowne R D. during twe or three months
of 1959. Indeed there were only five deaths in all of my
districts combined in 1959. Also, you will see that there!
has been no inerease in leukaumia deaths before or since
1959. I was very disturbed by the attitude of the nat-
icnal press in this instance. As I pointed out at the time
not one of them made any attempt to get in touch with
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me before they printed the story. Anyway, all that is in
the past and the main thing is to produce these figures'
and thereby nail the lie that leukaemia is increasing in
my districts.

(f) Pcliecmyelitis.

This diseasz has been known for centuries. It can
cause death and gross disability. In 1856 a vaccine was
introduced against this illness, Unfortunately one of the
first to bz wvaccinatzd in one of my districts developed
what was thought to bz polio, four to five days after hijs
first injeclion of vaccine. Tnis was another time when we
were headline news, but in this case, all the papers acted
very responsibly and checked with fne before they pub-
lished: anything. - As it turn=d out we discovered many
months later that thz illness was hot in fact polio. But
the interezi shown by th2 newsparers dces emphasise how
impcrtant polio was in 1956 and before.

This country never had as seri-usoutbreaks as many
other countries, but when we had an outbreak it was
treated as a serious emergency. It is hard to remember
what things were like before 1956. It must be even har-
der for young paraznts to remember, because to ihem,
pelio is just a name. This happy state has come about
from the introduction of polio vaccinz in 1956. There is
no doubt that it has made a tremendous difference to
world kealth. In my own districts, we have not had any
polio in Clowne or Bolsover since 1958, while the last
case in Blackwell was in 1961,

Each year I advise everybody to be wvaccinated
against polio, It really is a bl:ssing which has been vouch-
safed to us. as anyonz who can remember pre-vaccination
days will agree. I hope this will show that my advice is
not just routine but is well worth heeding. Three lumps
of sugar containing three drops of vaccine can prevent
an illness which has bz2en a scourge for thousands of
vears. Surely everyone should take advantage of this
most important advance in Public Health.
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The above are some of the things whiich have hap-
pened during my first ten years of serviue. In many:
ways we have made good progress. I am sure you will
join with me in hoping that we can do even better im
my second ten. Whether we shall succeed or not remains
to be sezen but if we fail at least let it n:t be for the
want of trying. Meantime, my sincere thaniis to all my
Councillors and to the Dist-ict Council stafis for the help
and encouragement they have afforded to my:zelf and my
department during those past years.

TYFHOID, PINK ELEPHANTS AND
PARATYPHOID

1 am sure everyone has szen the type of question-
naire which has muliipls aaswers. You are askad a ques-
tion and you have to ring tha answer wihich gpplies. If
many were asked to ring the different cne of the above
three T am sure they would put a ring round Pink Ele-
phants. They would be wrong, because the gquesiion is a
trick. In fact, all three are the same becauze they are all
concerned with human intestinal illness in this country
as I zhall show.

In 1964, we had an outbreak of typhoid fever in
Aberdeen. Roughly 400 people were infeciel and became
ill. This was hzld to bz caused by imported corned beef
which had bzen infected while being cooled in un:terilised
water. This was treated very seriously. Amocng olher things
all tins with the same batch number as the indicted tin
were withdrawn from sale and to the best of my know-
ledge they are still being withheld from the public. Al-
together a full blaze of publicity was focussed upon this
cutbreak, and Medical Officers were kept informed as to
the position. Also our departments were used to with-
draw guestionable tins.

Pink Elephants were imported into this country from

Heong Kong as novelties for Xmas 1965, They were little
plastic elephants which contained water., The idea was
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that you poppad thsm into the refrigerator where their
water froze. Then you u:zed them insiead of ice in drinks.
Gf course thay could b2 used pver and over again. It
was discovered that the water in these elephants was not
sterile - and that some at least contained coliform bacilli
These bacillh are indicators which show that water has
been contaminated. Again, this was treated seriously even
though no one actually was made ill by them (so far as I
know). For instance, questions were asked in Parliament
about them and an M.P. sugg=sted that thanks should be
given "to the M.O.H. who had brought the matter to light.
The pink elephants were withdrawn from sale. So we ce.-
tainly actad -fizrcely against this hazard to health even
though 1t was potential rather than actual (in that no
ocne had been made ill) at the time of action.

Now we comea to paratyphoid. In August, 1965, a
family from Clownz R.D. wa2nt to Blackpool for thein
summer holiday. On thair return I received notification
from the Blackpcol M.O.H. that th:y could have consumed
unpasteurised milk waich was associated with several
cases of paratyphcid 'B. which had occurrad in the Black-
pocl area. The next 'step was to send specimens from tha
family to the laboratory. Th2y were all positive for
paratypheoid B. This was th2 baginning of trial and tribu-
lation for them, They had to receive treatment and the
wage earner had to be excluded irom work. In all he was
excluded from work for four weeks. During this time
Clowne R.D madz up his wages but the man would rather
have been at work and he felt that his chief loss was
cne of ‘liberty’ — a wvalid point. Bacteriologically, tha
other ihree took even longer to clear and the girl had to
be excluded from secnool for several weeks. None of them
was poorly but they were worried and anxious, as who
would not be? Apart from their upset ‘this caused us a
lot of work and expense (including the making up of
wages) and it causad a lot of work for the Public Health
Laboratory which had to deal with my cases and those
from surrounding areas.

Obviously my four were just a little local difficulty.
The chief problem arose at the source of infection. After
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cerrespendence with the Blackpool MO.H. and the M.O.H,
for Lancashire Divisional Health Committee No. 3, I dis-
covered that the source of the trouble was a cow which
had been infected by para'yphoid B. and which was ex~
creting these bacilli straight into its milk. (It is thought
most likzly that the cow was infected by vegetable matter
which had b2zn imported from the East and cornpounded
i this country into animal feading stuff). This unpast-
eurised milk was consumed in holiday establishments in
Blackpool with thez result that many people became infec-
ted I believe that over 800 were eventually infecied. These
people weie infecied by contaminated ‘unpa-.ew ised milk
which I doubt was not drunk by them of thzir ccnscious
choice. To put it another way, I should be ve y very
surprised if more than a small minority of these 800 used
unpasteurisad milk in their own homes.

As the Medical Officers for the area cocncerned point-
ed out no oaz could have pievented this oucb.2ak. The
cow was infscied. Thne organisms were in her milk and
her milk was consumed raw. Even if Pubiic Heal.hh Of-
ficers had bzen present at every mulking and had sent a
specimen to the laboratory there would still have baen
two or three days in which the milk was consumead be-
fore a recsult was cbtainable from the lab. No, so long as
raw milk can bz retailed no one can pravent this sort of
outbreak and no on2 can say that another such outbreak
will not occur.

Therefore the respeonsibility for this outbreak lies
with Pgariiament which in its wisdom allcws unpasterised
milk to bz retailed to the public at large. Accordingly, I
wrote ‘o the Ministries of Health and Agriculturs to find
out why they allowed unpasteurised milk. At the second
attampt I got a reply from a Principal Mecical Olricer of
the Ministry of Hzalth, I quote from his reply :—

“So far as pasteurisation of milk is concaerned this De-
partmznt can only reiterate its belief that con health
grounds milk should be hcat-treated This advice has
heen stated in the Chief Madical Officer’s Annual Report,
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regularly includad in the health educaticn material sant
cut frem herz to newspapers, family magazin=s, ete. and.
has been the subjzct of a breadeast “flash”, Neverthzlass
we realize that the COMPULSORY heat-treatment of all
milk supplizs is not practicablz policy at the present time.
“Untreated” milk is a' special designation permitted by
Begulaticns which czould bz altered only by fresh legisla-
tion. Ycu will realise that — apart from the difficulty of
supplying heat-treated milk to rural areas, to ‘which our
previous letter referred — there is a sizeable minority ‘of
pecple who prefer to drink their milk untreated™.

Quile frankly ‘this reply doss not satisfy me. I%
seems thal compulsory heat treatment is not practicabla
because of (1) the difficulty of supplying rural areas, and
(2) the sizeable minority who prefer untreated milk. Sursly
these can b2 overcome. As it stands, the tail is wagging
the dog and that is und:moecratic. In this particular out-
break. no cne can describe Blackpool as a rural area and
25 I bave said I doubt very much that the 800 cases chosa
untreated milk. Like the Ministry of Health I can only
reiterate my belief that on health grounds milk should ba
heat-treated. If we must have exceptions then these could
be specified in legislation. Similarly, those who ‘wished
could buy untreated., But surely there 1s no excuse for
untreated milk being served in holiday establishments in
“the premier seaside resort of Britain”. If any caterer
wishes to szrve untreated milk then I think he should be
forced to display & notice to that effect (there is precedent
for this in that bakers display a notice when artificial
cream 15 bezing used).

No amount of argument or discussion can alter the
fact that over 800 people were imade ill who need not
have been It would ba interesting to know the financial
cost of this outbreak; th:re was medical care and treat-
ment, laboratery costs, costs of Public H=alth Depart-
ments and loss of earnings. As for the human cost. that
is incalculable, but it must have been very great.
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Comments

The number of births and the birth rate are both
less than last yezar and the percentage of illegitimate
live births has also fallen.

There has been no infant death in Bolsover this
year, This of course is not of any importance statistic-
ally because the numbers involved are too small. How-
ever, it is of undoubted importance in terms of satis-
faction tc all those concerned with the health of mothers
and children in Bolsover. Accident or no, the fact red
mains that there were no infant deaths in Bolsover and
this to me is an occasion to be glad.

We have had no deaths this year, We shall prob-
ably have somez next year, but we must try to have as
few as possible. Tae best way of doing this is by prov-
iding good ante-natal care for expectant mithers. I can
cnly say again how important it is to seek out and ac-
cept ante-natal care. General Practitioners and the Local
Health Authority are only too keen to provide ante-natal
care. I

It is nice to see that there has been no maternal
gdeath and indeed we have not had such a death since.
1957. -
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH
SERVICES IN THE AREA

Maternity and Child Welfare and School Clinic®
These are provided by the Derbyshire County Council

Ambulance

This service is provided by the County Council,

Laboratory Facilities

1. Analytical — provided by the County Council.
2. Bacteriological — provided by the Public Health
Laboratory Service.

I thank both for their courtesy and efficiency.

Chest Clinic

Sheflield Regional Hospital Board provide such a
clinic in Chesterfield, another is held at the Vict ria Hos-
pital, Workscp (Watson Road Clinic) and Mansid:ld hold
one at Kings Mill Hospital.

Venereal Disease

Treatment and advice can be obtained at Derby
Royal Infirmary, Chesterfield Royal Hospital, Victoria
Hospital Worksop, and Mansfleld and District General
Hospital.
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Results of Examination of Sample of Waier
From Hillstown (Blend)

Physical Examination

Appearance — clear.

Colour — 5 Hazen.

Taste — Normal.

Electrical Conductivity — 780 Units.
Turbidity — 0.05 Units.

Odour — Nil.

pH — 8.0

Chemical Examination (Mg/lit)

Calcium (Ca)
Magnesium (Mg)
Sodium (Na)
Potassium (K)
Silicates (S102)
T.D.S.
Carbonates (CO3)
Sulpbhates (S04)
Chlorides (Cl)
Nitrates (INO3)
Fluorides (F)
Total Hardness (CaCO3)
Czlciumm Hardness (CaCG3)
Magnesium Hardness (CaCQO3)
Non-Cairb., Hard (CaCO3)
Total alkalinity (CaCO3)
Excess alkalinity (NaZCO3)
Carbonate Hardness (CaCQ3)
Iron (Fe)
Manganese (Mn)
Aluminium (Al)
Amm Nitrogen (N)
Nit Nitrogen (N)

i Oxygen absorbad (N)
Free Chlorine (Cl)
Combined chlorine (Cl)

colil

30.8
17.7
130.3
2.0
7.0
533
109.2
122.2
69.6
35.0
0.1
150
77
T3

182
34
150
0.04
0.01
0.05
0.02
0.001
.10
0.2
Trace
























ANNUAL REPORT

of the

PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
and N
CLEANSING SUPERINTENDENT

for the Year 1965

To the CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS of the
BEOLSOVER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mr Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit imy report for the
yvear 1965.

During the yzar 23 new houses were bui't by pri-
vate cevelopers and a further house resulted irom the
cenversion of a school room at Whaley. This represents
a slight improvement over the previous year, but is still
& disappointing total when viswed against the national
policy of increasing the number of new hous=s, esgecially
of hcuses to rent. No private capital is nowadays being
provided for building houses to rent and local authorities
must insvitably assume this responsibility. It is ncw three
years since the last Council houses ‘were built and at
the time of preparing this report, no ‘plans exist for an'
carly resumption of building, apart from two ‘wardens’
houses, adjaccnt to existing old persons bungalows and a
block of six flats at Shuttlewood. Similarly no plans
exist for largas scale building by private developers. A
much more ambiticus building pregrammeaz, both by the
Council and private developers, would be extremely wel-
ccme, 1t would enable more positive steps to be taken
to remove unfit houses and would encourage many young
mariizd couplzs to make their homes jn this district, in-
stzad of bzing compellad to look elsewhere. In the twen-
1y years sincz the end of the'War, there has becen a most,
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dzfinite improvement in the general standard of housing
seccommodaticn in this district — almost 1,300 new hous=s
have b2en built, well over 400 houzes have been improved
end 330 unfil houses have been removed. However, a
great dzal remains to be done and we have a long way
to go bzfore every family has a good house with modern
amenitias,

Reports for the past two years have referred to dif-
ficultias in ths Council’s No. 1 Smoke Control Area and
towards the end of 1965, the Minister ©f Housing and
Local Governmant refused to confirm an Order revoking
the Smoke Control Order. The problems of introducing
a programme cof smoke control have been considered by
the Council and saveral Sub-Committess on numerous
cceasicns over the past two years : special problems arise
in mining areas and Bolsover has not been the only place
where difficulties have arisen. We now know fthat the
No. 1 Smckz Control Ordar will come back into opera-
ticn on the 1st September, 1986, and on2 can only hope
that the vast majority of hous:holders concerned. will look
vpen thiz as a measure to improve their health and well
being. In tome towns and cities, where greater prograss
has bzen maZe. the residents are clamouring for accaslera-
tion and exienzizn of smoke control, and it must be real-
iced that thz2 bznefiis to be iderived from a reduction in
elmopberic p:zllution will only bz sscured by carrying
cut a systemalic and orderly programme.

The =amz basiz procblem underlizs the question of
pioviding more new houses and implementing a policy
of smcka control — it is the matter of finance; whether
pecple can afford and are willing to pay the cast, espec-
ially the elderly and the lower paid. Providing good
houses for cursalves and ensuring that the air we breathe
is clean>r are guasiions of vital importance to health.
We cught, really, to ask ourselves whether we can afford
to be withcul thzse nezessities. and whether too many of
us have b=2come too used to spending too great a prop-
criicn of our earnings on less essential and less funda+
mental things, Inzvitably, theire will b2 pensioners, old
perscns and poorer paid who will ineed to be helped if
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HCUSING

One of the prime responsibililies of any local auth-
ciity is to protect and promote the health of the inhab-
itants of its area by ensuring that enough good houses
are available to allow them to live contented and healthy
lives, It is a responsibility which will ‘nct diminish, for
as the general standard of living is raised, so the peoplz
will expect a correspcnding rise in the standard of hous-

W EF
1INE.

To enzure sufficient gcod houses requires action
cn several fronts: by the erection of new local authority
hcuses gnd cld persons bungalows for letting ; by ensur-
ing that those persons who aspire to own their own
houses arz able to do so and are given a reasonabls
choice, by properly repairing thoze older houszs ‘which
still have a uszful life and providing modern amenitias
which are now universally accepted as essential to a de-
cent hfe; and by the removal and replacement of housas
which, by present day standards, are unfit for habitation
and no longer capabls of providing satisfactory homes.

We shall probably never reach a state of Utopia,
and even that would only be of temporary duration, but
the objective is to provide good living conditions for as
high a propcrtion as ‘possible of the residents in this area.

HCUSING DEVELOPMENT

During 1965, 23 houses were built in tha Urban
District, all of them by private developers. Although
this represents an increasz of five whan compared with
the numbar of new houses for the previous year, it is a
most disappcinting achisvement when viewad against the
national increase in house building. We are constantly
being rerminded of the paramount need to adopt modern
methods and to limit non essential building '‘work so that
the numbsr of new housas can be lincreased to over
400.000 per va2ar and soon to the half million target. An
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ever increasing number of new houses is required to
cater for a grcwing population, to allow for rechousing of
famili=s in sub-siandard dwcllings, to alleviate the sharing
of houses and to provide houses for young marricd coup-
les. The achievement in this district of only 172 new
houses during thz past six years represents a most inade-
quate total;cf these 172 new houses, 72 we: e built by the
Ceouncil and 100 were built by private developers. Besults
for the previous six years were far more tangible, total-
ling 674 nzw houses — 356 provided by Couacil build-
ing, 256 by thz Coal Industry Housing Association and
62 by private d:velopers. Quite apart from the nead to
provide houzes for an expanding population and young per-
scns who, nowadays, marry earlier, there is a need of
zbout 50 naw housss a year in a district of this size to
m2=ke good the effects of obsolescence.

The effects of the poor progress made 1n recent
years has now resulted in the wvirtual cessation of tha
slum clearance programms and compels a growing num-
ber of young marriad couples to make their homes out-
gide this Urban District. Faor a number of years we have
bad too many pz2oplz who work iin the Bolsover area
and live in adjoining districts, and it is indced a great
pity that this tandency has increased in recent yecars. This
aistrict cannot afford to fall behind lin the drive to ersct
good bhouses, there is a need to ‘provide modern, well
cquippad Council built houses for those families who
prefer t{o rent, and suitable sites for those who prefer
znd can bz encouraged to buy their own homes.

Finzncial consideraticns arz of very great impori-
snce when considering housing development and of
course they weigh most heavily in a comparativaly small
Gistriet whera a large propcrtion of the houses are al=
ready Council owned. Increaced financial assisiancz is
bzing introduced for Council built nouses and the Gov-
ctnment also proposes to give help to lower paid peoply
io exlend cwner occupation. Both theze mezasures are
decignad to assist the drive to build more houses and it
is hopsd that in thz not too distant future the number

42



cf new houses in this area will show a marked and sus-
tained increase,

Tt is pleasing to note that there is a move on foot
to improve the standard of new houses, for too long have
size and standards continuad to be reduced in a never
ending and losing battle, to counteract increased building
costs, land priczs and interest charges, The new houses
we build to-day must inevitably last a long time and
will be occupiad by our children and their children too.
To say the least, it is difficult to forecast what houss de-
sign and home requirements will be in say 30 or 40 years,
but we ought to try to build houses which will be ad-
cquate 1 most respects for a reasonable length of time.
It 15 50 easy to condemn our forbears who built the pres-
ent day sub-standard housz2s; we owe 1t fo our da=scen-
dants to leave this country and ‘this district the better
for our labours by trying to avoid some of the mistakes
cf the past '

It is quite probable that improved standards, to
some extent, will absorb the higher subsidies and that the
increased belp from tha ‘Exchequer will not automatically
result in much reduced rents — but the tenants will be
assured of batter equippad homes. Most of the Council
cwned houses in this disirict were built when costs wiere
less than th2y are tcday and the effects of present day
rent levels have not been fzlt to any markad degree. An
ambiticus building programmes to provid2 higher standard
Ccuncil hcuses would necessarily introduce higher ent
levels and the introductisn of a rent stheme, which prov-
ides somaz help fyr poorer families, would seem to be in4
evitable — indeed this point was refarrad to in the Gov-
etnment’s “Housing Programme 1985 — 1970". Of course,
increases in rent levels are never popular, unless familizs
are living in dreadful conditions and are desperate for
a better home, but we must seriously ask oursalves
whether we do pay a sufficient proportion of our in-
comes ¢n providing good homeas for ourselves — after
cll. wa spand by far the greater part of our lives in our
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homes, and a happy home still forms the very founda-
tion of family life.

Last year's report referred to plans for the rede-
velopment of a cleared site in Castle Street and High
Street and to sewerage schemes being prepared for two
guite large housing development areas in Oxcroft Lane
and Moor Lane. Unfortunately, it is not possible to re<
port any great progress in the implementation of these
proposals ; the plans for the town centre schema are now
in abeyance, an adverse mining report on the Oxcroft
Lane development area will hold up progress for several
years and the Moor Lane development area will be sub-
jeclt to mining instability in a few years time. The only
poctitive plans which existed at the end of 1965 were for
the erection of two wardens houses, adjacent to existing
groups of old people’s dwellings, and for the construction,
of a block of six 't_wo bedroom flats, on a small site in
Bolsover Road, Shuttlewood. In no case had the work
actually commenced at the end of 1965, but [t is hopad
that next year’s report will be lable to refer to prograss
cn these schemes. :

At the end of 1965 the number of houses in tha
Urban District had risen to 3728 and of these 128) ars
post war houses — B24 erected by the Council, 256 by the

Coal Industry Housing Association and 205 by privatz
cdevelopers — it is indeed a great pity that the last num-
ber in this trio is only a quarter as great as the firs®
number. One of the most unfortunate features of post
war housing in this district has been the very limited pri-
vate development and the abzence of any rcal freedom of
checice offered to would be owner occupiers. If positive
steps could be taken to rectify this position, much could
be done to improve the housing 'position without placing
extra burden on rent and rate levels,
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Highfield Bungalow, Welbeck Road, was tha sub-
jeel of a Demolition Order,

7 High Street, was the subject of a Demolition
Order z2nd the tenant was rehoused before the
end of the year.

The Railway Bungalow, Shuttlawgod Road, was
was also the subj:ct of a Demoliticn Order, th>
tenant was rehoused and the house was demol-
ished during 1965.

Only one unfit hcuse was, therefore, removed dur-
ing 1965. Carriad forward into 1966 were the 39 houses
where no aciion had been commenced, the 11 houses in
Woodhouse Road and 4 other condemned or acquirad
unfit houses whare the tenants had not been rchoused.

Last vear’s report referred to the purchase of four-
teen houses in, or adjoining, the Cotton Street (No. 4)
Clearance Area. Thres of theze houses were oi archit-
ectural and historical valuz, one of the tenants was re-
housed in 1964 and th2 other two were temporarily ra-
hecused in 1965 to allow extensive works of repair and
improvement to be carried out. These were completed
by the end of the year, and two of the tenants were re-
lurned to their former homes.

During the year 1965, five families, totalling 6 per-
scns, were rehousad from unfit houses.

An early resumption of house building would be
wezlecme as a means of reducing the number of unfit
hcuses in thz district. In addition to those houces classi-
fi=d as unfit at ta= tima of the 1961 survey, there are
many more houses which are approaching the end of
ticir useful life, which do not inake very satisfactory
hemes and which do not rzadily lend themselves to bezing
medernised and improved. As the number of urnfit houses
in the country is steadily reduced the question of reviaw-=
ing and raizing the standard of unfitness will surely arise
«nd this will have a mark:d 'zffect on the number of new
kouses required. It clearly demonstrates that the drive to
secure better housing conditions is a continuing problam
which will further incraase thz demand for new houses.
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Al the end of 1983, there were 28 caces where ap-
plications for grant had been approved, but where the
works hed not been completed; of these, 11 were owner
cccupied houses and 17 were tenanted.

Over 37 per cent of all the houses improved have
been tenanted and this is thought to be above the nat-
icnal average — it would be pleasing if this proporiion
were to rise year by year. So far the improvement of
housing accommodation has resulted from persuasion
rather than thz use of compulsory powers introduced in
the 1664 Act. I should like to think that this rate of
progress can b2 maintained until the basic amenities of
hot water and indoor sanitation ars enjoyed by the vast
majority of householders in this district. No longer are
these amenities a luxury, they are now rmssential to a
cecent and healthy life and should ‘be available to all.

It is, of course, quite right that the best possible
use should b2 made of older houses and that as many as
possible of them should be made comifortable and attrac-
tive houses by the provision of modern amenities. Many
of these older houses are occupied by middle agad and
elderly people, who, under the present house latting sys-
tem, have little prospect of being offered the tenancy of
a Council house, As the proportion of new and improved
heuses in th? Urban District rises year by year, the com-
fort and welfare of those families ‘who live in houses
without modern ameznities must become an increasingly
urgent problem, The grants available, afford to the ow-
ner, a satisfactory return on his outlay and give the ten-
ant an improved house for a modest increase in rent.

It is more than likely that cases will exist where
landlords, possibly because of advanced age, are 1ur11|.1|.ri]_L-I
ling, or unable, to bear the cost of improving their
houses, end some local authorities are now purchasing
suitable houses and improving them. This is a practfmce’
which is likely to grow, indeed, the new 1964 Housing
Act provides for Councils being required to purchasz
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houses in improvement areas. These schemes relate only
to houses which are suitable for improvement and would
not involve local authorities in the purchase of sub-
standard houses which are incapable of being transformed
into good homes at reasonable cost.

It should, however, be borne in mind that the im-
proevems=nt cf housing accommeodation, especially the stan-
dard grant scheme, is basically designed to provide mod-
ern ame=nities in older houses and to make them into
more comfortable homes where people can live happier
and healthisr lives. Improving a house do=s not of naec-
essity proleng its life beyond a certain point, or complet-
ely eliminate the effact of age on its fabric. By all
means every effort should be made to provide more com-
fortable hemas for families, but the scheme is not a sub-
stitute for the erection of new houses.

HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY

There was again no addition tothe number of Coun-
cil own=2d bungalows and flats suitablz for elderly per-
sons. The three small houses in Cotton Street, which
were completely reconditioned and improved, were re-let
to elderly persons. The total number of ground floor
flats, bungalows and smaller hous2s for older persons
ncw stands at 186.

The proportion of older persons in the community
grows yvear by vear and there remains a considerable de-
megnd for Council bungalows, Many people look forward
to moving to smaller, well-equipped homes, later in life
gnd it would bz bezneficial if the number of bungalows
available .especially those with two bedrooms, were suf-
ficient to allow tonancies to be offered to couples in
their late fifties, enabling them to settle down in their
new homes, while they still enjoy reasonable health and
strength, e

During the year, the new Thomas Colledge Houss,
erected by the County Council Welfare Committee, was
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Watcr Supply |

Every house in the district is supplied 'with water
from the main supply of the North Derbyshire Water
Board. Ten samples of tap water were submitted for
bactericlogical examination and were reported as smtable
for drinking purposes.

Premises used for Preparation or Sale of Food

During 1965, 132 visits were paid to premises usad
for the preparation of food (excluding slaughterhouses)—
these comprised one bakehouse, four fish an chip shops,
two ice cream manufacturers and nine manufacturers of
sausages, etc. '

379 vicits were paid to food shops and market stalls
including 47 shops registered under the Food and Drugs
Act, for the sale of ice cream, this being an increase ofs
cne compared with last vear.

During the year, action continued to be taken to
Secwee compliance with the requirements of the Food Hy-
giene Pegulations and to impress on all food traders and
their staff the vital importance of strict attention to clean-
liness and hygiznic practices in all aspects of the prepara+
tion and handling of food. The wvast imajority of shops
are combined shop and house premises of restricted size,
where the hygienic storage and display of a large variaty,
of food and other goods giverise to many problems. Many
of the shops, in th2 central area of the town, are in pld
premises which have besn converted into shops It is
pleasing that the redevelopment of tha town centre is
dus to take place fairly soon and that the resultant new!
premises will have been properly designed fcr the pur-
pose. Modernisation of several shops in the town centre
has already bzen completed and these offer more hygienio
conditions and bettar facilities for the shoppers.

'There was again no case of food poisoning resulting
frem fcod manufactured or processed in the Urhan Dis-
trict.



Elavghtiethcuses

Fegulations regarding Hygiene and Prevention of
Cruelty came into full effect in the Urban District on the
lst October, 1961, and by that date, the thres private
slaughierhcouses had been repaired and improved to com-
ply with thz requirements of the Regulations. The effect
¢f the new Slaughterhcuses Act and Regulations is to
ensure thc lairing, handling and slaughtering of animals
in, a humane manner \and to securs hygienie conditions for
the handling of carcases and offal and for eﬂiment 1nspec4
tion of meat. P

The number of animals passing through the thres
staughterhcuses was viriually unchanged from the previ-
cus yvear., Meost of the slaughtering continuzs to be done
in small lots on savaral days of the week and slaughter-
ing was carried out on a total of 210 days. There has
been a marked change in recent years in the slaughtering
atrangements; when these premises were re-opened, fol-
lowing the end of meat rationing in 1954, the local but-
chers and their staffs undertook all the slaughtering dut-
ies Nowadays, virtually no slaughtering is done by lthe
butchers themselves and part-time slaughtermen are em-
ployed to do this work at the end of their normal day's
worik, this results in over 80% of all meat inspection
having to bz carriesd out during the evenings. The threes
slaughterhcuses provide facilities for nine butchers, six
with shops in the Urban District and three trading from
premises in adjoining Rural Districts.

During the year, an estimated 1240 1bs. of meat
and offele were rejected as unfit for food and were dis-
posed of to the local knacker’'s yard for sterilisation.
Although this figure shows some increase over recant
years, it represents only an extremely small amount when
compared with the number of animals slaughtered and re-
flects the high quality of the animals purchased and
slaughterad by the local butchers.

A table showing the: amount of rejected meat at
loeal slaughterhouses is given below :—
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This represents truly great success when we remem-
ber that in 1954, one in six of all cattle and nearly ona
in three of all cows, slaugh ered locally, were fcund to be
tuberculous. It is now seven years since the disease war-
ranted the rejection of an entire carcase.

On the 1st October, 1963, the Meat Inspection Reg-
ulations came into operation. The main effect of Regu4
lations was to place a duty on local authorities to ensurs
that ail animals, slaughtered for human consumption, ars
inspected and marked before they are moved from the
slaughterhcusz and to allow local authorities to introduce
charges for meat inspection, as a means of recouping the
cost of the sarvice. The introduction of the Regulations
created no difficulties, as a 1009 inspection service had
been maintained since the re-opening of local glaughter-
hcuses in 1954 and thz services of Ches'erfieid Corporation
Meat Inspactors, have always been available during my
absence. The Council introduced charges of 2/6 per bo-
vine gnimals, 9d. per calf or pig and 6d. per sheep or
lamb, and during 1965, charges amounted to £134 15 0d.

Unfortunately, the Regulaticns gave local author-
ities no power to control, or influence in any way. the
hours or days of slaughter and Councils were urged to
meet the reasonable requirements of the trade regarding
times of inspection. Although there is no great volume|
of slaughtering and thz number of animals dresszd rep-
resenis about 60" of local requirements, almost all of
this work ic dene'in the evenings, outside normal working
hours. There are now indications that some ‘authorities
are finding it virtually impossible to carry cut a 100% in-
specticn service, without some control over slaughtering
hours, and it is possible that revised Regulations may ba
made to deal with this problem.

The following amount of food, apart from meat
arising in slaughterhouszs, was found to be unfit for hu-
man consumpticn and voluntarily surrendered for disposal
at the Council's refuse tip :—: '
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methylene blue reduction test and all were found to be
free from brucella abortus organisms. \

Six samples of pasteurised milk were submitted for
examination and all were satisfactory.

The Milk and Dai:izs Regulations
There were in the Urban District, on the 3lst Dec-
cmber, 1965, 10 registered distributors of milk.

Boctericlogic2l Examination of Samples

During the year there were two small manufacturers
of ice cream, and ten samples were submitted for bacter-
iclogical examination, with results as follows :—

Provisiocnal Grade 1 7
Provisional Grade 2 -
Provisional Grade 3 2
Provisional Grade 4 ' 1

On ten occasions, samples from the inlet and outlet
ends of the Public Baths were submitted for bacteriologi-
cal examination. Six of the samples were reported as
completely satisfactory, but on four occasions, adjustment
cf the chlorine dosage was recommended to remedy slight
centamination. :

Ten samples from the main supply of the North
Derbyshire Water Board were submitted for examination
and all were reported as satisfactory

Eight samples of locally bottled orange juice were
2ll reported as satisfactory.

Slaughter ¢f Animals Act

At the end of 1965, 11 persons held licences to slaugh-
¢r stun animals in Slaughterhouses or Knackers Yards.

Knacker's Yard

26 visits of inspection were paid to the Knacker's
Yard, This is a rather small business in a very remote
part of the district, and it was conducted in as satisfac-
tery a manner as its nature and location permit.
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During the year three accideats ware reported at
premises 1€gis’'ered under the Act. Foriuaate'y twoa wersz
not of a very serious nature, one lady cut her finger
cn a pizce cf mirror, carelessly left on a window bottom
and another lady was scaldzd when she tripped on a stair
while carrying a pot of coffee, The third accident invol-
ved a girl, aged 16 years, who fractured and lacerated
her right index finger while operating an electrically driv-
en listing machine in a printing department. Three such
machines were in daily use and no previous history of
accident existed, but the manufactu-ers were approached
and they advisad that a modified part had been produced
and the Departmental Manager was asked to obtain and
use these replacemnt parts, to prevent similar accidents
occurring in future.

Fetroleum Lieznsing

52 inspections were made of premises, used for the
storage of petroleum spirit.

At the end of 1965, 21 licences were in force, cov-
ering a maximum storage capacity of 287268 gallons.

In recent years, detailed inspection of all storage in-
stallations have bezen undertaken to secure strict compli-
ance with the Home Office Model Codes. During 1964,
nine underground storage tanks, which had been in use
for rather a long time, were subjected to pressure test
before renewal of licences, for the following year would
be considered. :

During 1965, a new installation was tested and
licensed at an opencast coal site and a further installation
which had not been licensed for a year or S0, was pres-
-sure tested and brought back into use.

Rodent Control

The Department has two trained rodent operatives
and one of these men undertakes rodent control work

regularly. Pates L
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The Council undertake frez treatment of domestic
premises infected with rats or mice; but busiiess prem-
ises are charged with the cost of treatments carried out.
Four business premises we-e the subject of annual con-
tracts and systematic inspections and treatments, as and
when required, have resulied in these premises being
kept well under control. Most of the other industrial and
agricultural pramiszes in the district have annual contracts
with a private opesrator, who was once an esmployce of
the Ministry's rat and mouse destruction service.

The systematic survey of the district for rats and
mice was continued throughout the year and the treat-
ment of the sewers revealed very little evidence of infes+
taticn. Permanent baiting pcints were main:ained at the
refuse tips. sewage works and in certain lengihs of pub-
lic sewer and this method of treatment has been found to
be highly successful.

Rodent Control Report for Year ended December 31st,

1665
Type of Propery
Local | Dwelling | Business | Agricul-
Authority| houses Premises tural
Total properties
inspected 14 1046 04 28
Number of treatments
carried out
Rats 12 51 11 &

Mice Ly 4 5 10 —_
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The number of treatmeats carried cut shows an in-
crease on the previous year. There was no major infesta-
tion and those found were of ia minor character. The
general public now realise that a free service is offered
for rocdent control and co-opzrate wholeheartedly mm the
task of exterminating rats and mice.

Cenversion of Pail Clos=ts, ete.

During recent years, sewerage schemes serving
houses 11 Ches.erfield Road, Shuttlewood, and slumf clear-
ance action under Housing Act powers, have drastically
reduced the number of pail closets in the Urban District
and very few now remain. The nine remaining houses
without water closets are in widely scattered parts of the
district, most of them far removed from public sewers.

ATMOCSPHERIC POLLUTION

The measurement of atmospheric pollution in this
district was commenced on the 1st February, 1959, and
the instruments were sited with the co-operation of of-
ficers of the Warren Spring Laboratory of the Depari+
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research. One deposit
gauge was sited at Hall Farm, in fairly close proximity
to the Bolsover Colliery and the carbonising plant of
Coalite and Chemical Products Ltd.,, which are the main
sources of industrial pollution in the Urban District;
the second gauge was sited in Moor Lane to the east of
the town centre, to give records of deposited matter in
the residential area. Two lead peroxide instruments were
sited in Cundy Road and Moor Lane.
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The results obtained since lst February, 1959, are set

ocut balow —

Deposited Matter

(Total s olids, tons per square mile)
Hall Farm, Woodhouse Lane, Bolsover

January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965

1959

8.50
13.11
16.49
16.10
19.74
16.73
16.79
17.22
13.14
16.43
12.22

monthly
monthly
monthly
monthly
monthly
monthly
monthly

1960 1961
14.44 24.34
12,65 15.14
12.45 10.87
14.74 23.75

B.38 11.76
17.39 13.74
17.29 16.16
13.63 14.98
13.74 13.22
11.29 15.87
13.18 11.29
20.86 16.69

average — 15.32

average — 1435
average — 15.65
average — 17.97
average — 11.44
average — 11.85

average — 1290 tons
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1962
28.35
7.58
47.16
14.67
10.69
14.51
12.55
13.94
12.65
15.37
16.23

tons per
tocns per
tons per
tons per
tons per

1963 1964
B..5 10.27
0.04 G.24
13.71 11.63
11.6 11.69
13.55 11.43
13.15 8.08
11.5¢ 18.32
12.52 14.67
14.01 10.10
017 13.78
13.48 .24
T7.16 13.74
5q. mile.

sg. mile.

sq .mile.

3q. mile.

sq. mile.

tons per sq. mile

per sq. mile

1961
13.94
.75
11.29
13.64
7.88
16.40
14.01
16.06
6.52

18.61
15.80






Estimation of Sulphur by the Lead Peroxide Method.

(Mg. of SO3 per day collected by 100 sq. cm. of Batch

A PbO2) (Louvered cover)

January
February
March
April
May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

1959
2.28
1.56
1.87
1.17
143
0.87
1.13
1.20
1.58
2.32
2.47

2 Cundy Road, Bolsover

1960
2.21
2.62
1.22
1.90
0.98
0.33
0.97
112
1.03
1.18
2.12
2.87

1961
2.47
2.76
2.87
1.36
1.14
1.31
1.27
1.10
1.05
1.40
1.80
2.89

1959 monthly average
1960 monthly
1961 monthly
1962 monthly
1963 monthly
1964 monthly
1865 monthly

average
average
average
average
average
average
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1862
2.89
2.13
1.97
1.64
1.15
0.82
0.67
0.95
1.01
1.40
2.00
2.76

1963
211
2.04
L70
1.44
1.19
0.83
071
0.97
121
1.36
1.65
1.62

1.62
1.95
1.79
1.61
1.40
1.42
1.38

1964
231
1.96
1.05
155
G.96
0.80
0.87
1.01
1.08
1.35
1.92
2.20

1965
2.10
1.43
1.99
2.02
1.06
0.82
0.77
0.81
0.89
1.06
1.56

2.13






It i3 s2ven years siace tn2 measurement of atmos-
pheric pollution ia this district was commenced, and it
is now possible to compare the results over a reasonable
length of tim=. The deposit gaugs at Hall Farm was sited
700 vards duz east of the carbenising works of the Derby-
Coalite Co., Ltd.,, 700 yards north east of Bolsover Col-
liery, these being the main source of industrial pollution.
where very considerable quantities of coal are carbonised
and burned. The second deposit gauge was sited in the
Mocr Lezne resideniial area, some 500 yards =ast north
cast of the town ceatre and approximately 3,000 yds. to the
south east of th2 Coalite works and the Colliery. It was
to be expected that the greater pollution would be found
nearer to the indu:ztrial undertakings and fcr the first four
¥ears this proved to be the case; in 1962, one shaft af
the Colliery was electrified and in the following year
mechanical stokars were fitted to the boilers; during the
past thres years there has been quite a marked reduction
in depocited matter. Tiis improvement was not quite so
well maintained during 1965 and this probably results
from the erection of further carbonising retorts at the
Coalite Works and the extension of the spoil bank at the
Colliery to within comparatively short distance from the
deposit gauge. The amount of deposited matter jin the
gauge in Moor Lane has not fluctuated very much over
the seven years period, but it is rather disappcinting that
the records for the past two years are the highest of any
for the seven year period, though the monthly avaragzs for
1965 dozs show a welcome reduction over the figure for
1964. The monthly averages for the two recording stat-
icns are now closar together than at any period during
the seven years, and during 1965, there was very littla
vifference between the deposited matter close to the main
industrial undertakings and in one of the residential areas
ci the urban district. i

Apparatus for the measurement of sulphur by the
lead peroxide method was also set up at two places in
the urban district; at a site in Cundy Road, on the edge
cf a housing estate some 1,200 ivards east of the Bolsover
Colliery and 1.330 vards to the =ast of the Coalit: werks
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and the secoad sitz was in the Moor Lane residential
area, 500 yards east north east of the town centre and
3.000 yards to the south east of the Coalite works and
the Colliery. Initially, there was a higher concentration
of suiphur nz2arsr to the industrialised undertakings than
i the Moor Lans area, but the levels at Cundy Road
have falien for four years of the seven and those at Moor
Lane have risen for five of the seven years; with the
iesult that during the past four years the concentration of
sulphur in thz Moor Lane area has been higher than at
Cundy Road. _ r

The methods adopted to measure atmospheric pollu-
ticn are admitted to be rather crude and it would be
dengerous to reach too definite conclusions from the re-
svits of only two recording stations, in quite close prox-
imity, but records for the past seven years would appear
to show a reduction in pollution levels nearer to the in-
dustrial undertakings, whereas the levels in one of the
main recidential areas have risen, especially in sulphur.
It is now claimed nationally, that domestic premises are
cresponsible for the greater part of atmospheric pollution
and local recordings would appzar to confirm this state-
ment. The implementation of certain provisions of the
Clecan Aic Act have gone a long way towards introducing
much more efficient uze of fuel in industrial undertakings
but the same drive to secure imore efficient use in dom-
esiic premises has not . been pursued so unifurml;v through-~
mi‘t the -:nruratrz.r b

The main sources of industrial pollution in this dis-
wict are tae Bolsover Colllery and 'the carbonising plant
cf The Derbyshire Coalile Company Ltd. The electrifica-
tion ©f cae shaft, the closing of the baths boiler and the
fitting of mechanical stokers at the Colliery have resulted
in a cefiiite improvement, but instances stiil cccur where
because of human failings, the emission of Jark smoke
is greater than one would wish, Ten observations of the
Bolsover Colliery chimney were made during 1965 and on
two occasions the amount of dark smoke emitted was in
excess of the permitted limit prescribed in the 1958 Regu-
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lations. The carbznising proc:zsses carriel out at tha
Coalite works are under the control of the Alkali Insepec-
torate of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government;
regular liaison is maintained with the District Inspector
and every effort is made to limit the pollution from this
source. During 1965, the number of carbonising retoris
was [urther increased and although a great deal has been!
done to replace and improve the blder retorts, there still
remain problems to be overcome, especially in reducing
polluiicn fiom the wast> heat boilers. The closing of the
spirit recovery unit, following the withdrawal of prefer-
ential auty on homez produced light hhydro-carbon oils
raised the calorific value of the gases to the waste heat
beilers and produced a darker smoke, especially during
warmer weather, Research work to overcome this probh-
lem resulted in a flare being y1sed to burn some of the
excess gases and in the fitting of orifizes to the burners
to introducs more air to dilute the gases. Some improve-
ments szem to have been achieved, but this large indus-
trial complex still remains a mast obvious source of pol4q
lution and onz wonders whether the erection of a very
tsll chimns=y to which all gases and other emissions could
bz directed would be feasible and beneficial.

The Councii’s first smokz control order was made in
March, 1962, and confirmed by thz Minister of Housing
end Local Governmeant in November, 1962, to operate from
1st July, 1963. It relatzs to a housing development zrea
of 86 acrer, lying to the south of New Station Road and
to the windward sid= of the own ctentre. When ‘fully de-
veloped, the area could contain about 750 houses and it
was decided that the introduction of smoke control would
ellow Louses to bz erected \ithcut adding to the level of
smokz pollution. At the end of 1965 the number of
houses in thz smoke control area totalled 148, of which
116 were new Council houses and P5 were new private
houses. A limited amount of private development is con+
tinuing, bul there appears to be little prospect of the
area becoming fully developed in the comparatively near
future. There has baz2n a long tradition of concessionary
fuel allowances to the high percentage of mineworkers
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in this cdistrict, and although an agreement now exists
whereby lhe National Coal Board supply smokeless fuels
to b:n:fi:iaries living in smoke control areas, many of the
relired miiners and miners widows, who found ‘that tha
amount of fuel supplied had wvery drastically been re-=
duced, complained that the introduction of smoke control
hau resu..ed in serious hardship,  The Council apppointed
a sub-committee to consider this question and subseguent-
ly, in .June, 1964, made an order to revoke the smoke
conirol crder. The Minister asked for details of the hard-
ghip being caused, and in July, 1963, a local Hublic in-
quity was held. The Minister’s dercision not to allow revo-
ciaticn of the ordar was received in November, 1965, but!
the ordesr was suspended until the 31st August, 1966, tol
allow the Council to arrange for residents, who had ex-
perienced difficulty in adapting themselves to the tech-
nique ol burning!.smokeless fuels, to be given. suitable]
guidance. The Council’'s sub-committee held one meeting
before «he end: of the yearito decide on the most suit-
able advice and guidance which could be made available
to residents in the area, and several other meetings have
been held by the time of 'writing this report.

One very important basic fact has emerged from
the problems and deliberations of the past few years in
implementing the policy of smoke control, confirming
that the traditional opan fire is the most costly and
least efficient means of providing adequate warmth. By
far the majority of houses in this district have open fires
of one type or other, and conversions carried out in the
smoke ‘control area could only allow approved open
grates. In December, 1965, the Ministry of Housing and
Local Government altered this arrangement and in future
smoke ccntrol areas the whole range of appliances may
be wused; this will allow grant to be paid on providing
fircgrates which will burn the cheaper and more plentiful
hard cokes and at the Samec@ime give a greater degrze
of warmth This new arrangement should remove many
of the diTiculties which have bsen experienced. but of
course, will make the cost of grants dearer to the local
authorities while allowing some saving on fuel and great-
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er comfort to householders. Quite apart from i{‘h2 intro-
duction of smoke control, our mz2thods of house heating
are undergoing very drastic change. The number of cen-
tral heating installations has increased enormously and
young marriad couples, especially where both are at
work, are demanding labour saving agpliance:, which also
give a higher/standard of home comfort : the room heater
is becoming increasingly pcpular where solid fuel is the
choice. These modern appliances require smokeless fuels
2nd an ever growing number of people are providing
improved heating and reducing smoke emission before
the introduction of smoke control programmes.

In a few months tima the smoke control order will
come back into operation and the Council are now mak-
ing arrangemoants for the Solid Smokeless Fuels Federa-<
tion mobile exhibition and demonstrator to visit the
smoke ccntrol area, to give advice and guidance to house-
holders. The possibility of installing firegratas which
would burrn the whole range of solid smokeless fuels,
and not only the dasarer, open fire fuels, is also being
considered; but the difficulty will be that the cost of
providing more efficient appliances, if it is to be recov-
ered by increased rents, could cancel out the resultant
savings in fu:l cosis to individual tenants. One fact has
been made abundantly clear, and this concerns the erec-
lion of new houszs, whather by local authorities or by
private developers: it is essantial that much greater con-
siderafion should bz given to methods of heating—and
that where solid fuel is the choice (especially if there is
a possibility of smoke control being introduced) the ap-
pliances fitted should be the most efficient available and
chould be capable of burning the whole range of solid,
smokeless fuels. The more efficient the appliance and
the method of heating, the greater will be the saving on
fuel costs in the long run and the higher will be the
standard of warmth in the house.

The introduction of the first stage of the Council's
smoke control programme was not very ‘popular with



the high proportion of Coal Board mmployees, especially,
the retired miners and miners widows. The concessionary
fuel sgrecment seems to be placing & greater burden on
the older beneficiaries who are least able to bear it; it
has caused deep feeling among retired miners and wid-
ows, who have had a life time's connection with the min-
ing industry and have always received adequate allow-
ances of ccal. I do not believe that this agreement is in-
capable of somz2 slight amendment, to remove some of
the cifficultiss which now exist, even if this were to be
secursed at the expense of new ntrants to the mining in-
dustry, cr of younger men at work, who are better able
to supplemoant their allowances. It is just as importanty

probably more important, that the bensfits of clean air
should be brought to mining areas as to any other part
of this country, especially as so many people earn their
living in dusty and dirty conditions below ground and
the incidence of chest complaints is above the national
avorage. 1 should like to think that in September, when
the smoke control order will comz back into operation,
the residents concerned will co-operate wholeheartedly in
this venture to secure a reduction in atmospheric pollu-
tion. When the Committee on Atmospheric Pollution re-
ported, cver 10 years ago, it was stated that the benefits
to b2 derived from a reduction in air pollution would
far cutweigh thz cost — this is just as true today. Wer
hav> a re‘ponsibility to see that our towns and cities are
made cleaner and healthier places in which to live, and
we, vurseives, and ocur cnlidrean will be wie ones to ben-.
efit. Atmospheric Pollution pays no regard to local auth-
ority boundaries and the nead is for all Councils where
pollution is greatest, to press forward with well ordered
programimes for the reduction of pollution. At present
this task is not being pursued uniformly throughout the
country, :nd the resultant benefits are not as great as
they could be : there are now indications that more uni-
form progress must be achieved, even if this requires
somz measure of compulsion.
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Futlie Cleansing Seorvice

ated

During the year under review, the Council oper-

(i)

(ii)

an 18 cubic yard Karrizr Dual Tip refuse veh-~
icle (purchased in 1960), with a team of 5 work-
men on whole time refuse collection duties.

a 12 cubic yard Karrier Bantam {Dual Tip Jun-
ior refuse vehicle (purchased in 1963), with =
team of 5 workmen, on refuse collection duties
for four days each week, On the remaining
day this vehicle was engaged on collection of
waste paper from shops and commercial prem-
ises in the district.

(iii) a 1,000 gallon Karrier Yorkshire gully [cess-

pool emptier (purchased in 1981), on the empty-
ing of cesspcols and pail closets, the aily re-
moval of sludge from the main sewage works,
the cleansing of street gullies and the periodic
flushing of sewers. Two men are employed pn
this vehicle.

{iv) a Fordscn super Major Tractor (purchasad in

1964) with bulldozer, bucket and fork lift mt-
tachments, on the levelling and covering of ref-
use at the tip and the stacking and loading of
baled waste paper.

One workman was employed, virtually whole-time,
cn the sorting and baling of waste paper and a working
Foreman carries oui pest control measures, operates the
free drain rodding service, undertakes vehicle mainten-
ance and assists with all other iwork at times of sickness
or holidayvs

Refuse Collection and Disposal

The regular and efficient collection and disposal of
refuse is a service of vital public health importance. A
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weekly colleciicn was maintained throughout the district
and wvery few complaints were received. The collection
-and cisposal of refuse is not }a pleasant or attractive oc-
cupation, especially in a mining area, where the y'eld and
ath content are higher than average. I ishould like again
to pay tribute to the publi¢ cleansing workmen; we are
inclined to take their services for granted and it is only
cn very rars occasions, when something goes wrong, that
we notice their existence. It has nct always beesn easy to
mezintain the regular weekly collection, there were occa-
sicns when sickness ccincided with annual holidays and as
many as six men were away (from workiat the same time
Temporary labour had to be obtained during the summer
ho'iday periocd and overtime working has had to be car-
ried out from timz2 to time. In a comparatively small
staf of fourteen workmen, the effects of sicknass and
holidays can b2 extremely important; during 1965 Bnnual
anc. bank holidays account for 269 working days; sickness
end other absence amounied to 238 working days, and
the regular collection of refuse is inot a servica which
can be pul off for a few cays until the labour position
improves. At such time the devotion and loyalty of the
WC kil n bzeomes of paramount imporiance. No undue
lebour difficullizs were experienced during the year, apart
from the effects of sickness and holidays, and the work-
men continuad to receive a plus Yate of 3id. per hour :
this has been paid for a number of years, and without it,
it is very doubtful whather the service would bE able to
recruit or retain decent workmen.

The Fordsen tractor, which was purchasad in the
previous year, has proved extremely useful on the refuse
tip and has resultad in considerable saving of labour. All
reiuzs is now disposed of in a disused portion of the clay
pit at the New Byron Brick "“cmpany's works, just out-
side the boundary of the Urban District. Sludge from the
main sewage works is also disposed of by burial with the
refuse

At the ¢nd of 1965, a new povered refuse trailer
was purchased and a further workman was engaged in
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BOLSOVER
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

FUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE
(As at 31st Deczmber, 1963)

Chairman - Councillor S. T. Fisher

Vice-Chairman - Councillor D. A. Coupe,
Councillor J]. W. Bluff Councillor R. Raben.
Councillor F. Brothwell, Councillor W. B Revill,
Councillor S. J. Clarke, J.P. Councillor ]. Spray.
Councillor F. Cross Councillor W. A. Tayler,

Councillor T. Fulleylove  Councillor W. Taylor.

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF :

Medical Officer of Health :
Dr. A. R. ROBERTSON, M.B, Ch.B,D.P.H.
‘Dale Close’, 10) Chesteificld FRoad South, Mansfield

(Telephone : Mansfield 811/2).

Clerk: Miss P. M. WILSON.

Deputy Medical Officer (Part time)
Dr. J. W. DENT.

Public Health Inspector and Cleansing Superintendent :
JOHN F. H. WALTON, M.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.L
(Tel. : Bolsover 3255/6)
Council Ofhces.

Clerk: T. G. WINNARD


















