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e had to lzave it unattended, her son climbed over sev-
eral obstacles, cperated both switches and then had his
arm caught in the wringer—this may indicate how care-
ful you need to be when using an electric wringsr whean
children are around. As fer KNIVES, they should be
treated as an offensive weapon, even when they are
being used defensively.

4. ‘Accidents in Age Groups' shows that all sorts of
things happen at all ages but there are two important
points to b2 made. What a lot of fells are notified from
2D upwards and especially over the age of 65. Also, “too
heavy a weight” (i.e. pulling, pushing, lifting or carrying
cne), caused three accidents—not very many—but all in
the age group 45-65, suggesting that one’s physical power
may bhave gone more than one realises at this age.

5. There are two causes missing from our fgures to
my surprise. No accident was caused by the careless
taking of medicine or by domestic gas. Whether there
were any, which were not notified, i3 a mattar for con-
jecture. However, in national figures these two are usu-
ally quoted as pretty common causes 3

6. What can we learn from the fatal accidents?
Well. when any source of heat (water, electricity, fires,
etc.) is being used, great care must be taken with child-
ren. The same size of degree of burn or scald will causa
a lot more damage to a child than to an adult. Children
are very susceptible to burns and scalds. At the op-
posite end of life, old people arz susceptible to falls and
these falls cause very serious injury. A fall which a young
person would hardly notice can cause a fracture in an old
person. It seems to me therz are two sides to this. First,
all housing authorities should design their dwellings for
old pecple with fall prevention as a first priority. Second,
the old pecople in these houses should shun polish like the
very devil and be careful when walking over raised
edges like rugs,

Can anyocne doubt now that homsz accidents are im-
portant ? It seems to me that they can bz tackled by
collecting and breaking down the above sort of figures
on a much larger scale. Meantime, I consider we are
very lucky to have had these notified to us and I would
like to thank all the doctors who have done so.






be had in different widths., Again, my wife reguires a
AA width in shoz2s. In a city the size cof Sheffield we
know of only onz shop which consistently stocks this
width and even then, there is not a wide range of
styles. I said feet should ke mezasurzd, but what happens.
I have just bought an expensive pair of shoes and a very
cheap pair. In each case the salesman said “Wha}
gsize? He should say “May I measure your feet 7%
Recently, I read an article by a consultant, at the Lcendon
Foot Hospital, who said he walked out of the shop if
the salesman said “What size?”. 1 agree with him but
I can assure him he'd have to walk out of an awful
lot of shops if he lived anywhere round here.

I have blamed the shops. But after you have read
this, be it on your own head in future. Before buying a
pair of shoes have your feet measured and preferably
in a standing position. And, this applies double if you
are buying for a child.

A doctor in Glasgow examined many people who
were deaf. She found that most of the deafness was
due to long standing and neglected wax in the ears. I
am certain the same would apply if one examined many
old people who did not walk very well. It's surprising
how neglected toe nails, long standing corns, callouses
or bunions can affect one’s ability to walk.

Cynically, it has been said that the only differencs
between man and beast is that man walks uprightl
There is always a lot of truth in cynicism. Feet are of
fundamental importance to us even if they are not the
“only difference” It is up to all of us to look after our
feet.

All of this has arisen out of a chiropody service at
our clinics. You will now know why I welcome this
service so deeply. I sincerely hope that there will soon
be one in every district in the County and I know the
County Health Committee will do their utmost to give
this service to every district.






always said I was trying to find cut if the immunisation
helped and I did not express any opinion until I had
heard the parent's views.

There were 47 cases. 33 were In children who had
not been immunised and 14 in children who had. So far
as I know the percentage of immunised children in the
population lies between 40 and 50. Therefore it =zeems to
me thal this difference cannot be explained by differ-
ences in the number of immunised and non-immunised.
As regards the severity of th2 iliness in the two groups,
the following table shows what happened :(—

No. of No. parents

cases said were ill
Non-Immunised 33 14 420/,
Immunised 14 1 T

Earlier on, I said that figures did not mean too much
tc me and in contradictiory I have just given you some.
However, these are not just figures. They are people
whom I have seen and questioned. I would like now to
tell you what the parents said to me. All the parents
whose children had been immunised but had still caught
whooping cough, were satisfied and they all said thay
would do it again. Even the mother whose child had becn
ill took the view that the child might have been mora
ill without it. As for those children who had not been
immunised, over half of their parents expressed regret
that they had not been and said anyv future childran
would be. I feel I imust quete from two in this group :—

1. “My child played closely with four other child-
ren ,three of them had heen immunised and they
did not develop whooping cough, the other one
had not been immunised and did develop it".

2. “Those children in contact with mine, who had
been immunised, did not develop whooping
cough™.
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STATISTICS OF THE AREA

Area (acres) - 4,526
Population (Census) 1961 : 11,770
Population mid-year (Registrar General) 1961 11,780
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1961) 3,690
Rateable value (end of 1961) £114,217
Sum represented by a Penny Rate 1961 £407

SOCIAL CONDITIONS

The chief occupations of the inhabitants are coal min-
ing and agriculture. Fruit is grown in the district in large
quantities. The general standard of social condition shows
little change from previous yvears.

VITAL STATISTICS
Total Male Female

Live Births AL 113 108
Rate per 1,000 population 18.7 (corrected)
Illegitimate Live Births (per cent of total live births) 3.2
Etillbirths 1 1 -
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births 45
Total Live and Still Births 221 113 108
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 vear) 8 3 5

Infant Mortality Rates
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births 36.4
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate

live births 37.6

Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate

live births Nil
Nec-natal Mcortality Rate (deaths under 4 weeks

per 1,000 total live births) 31.8
Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under

1 week per 1,000 total live births) 27.3

Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths
under 1 week combined per 1,000 total

live and stillbirths) 31.7
Maternal Mortality (including abortion) Nil
Rate per 1,000 live and still births Nil
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SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

General

The three main Sewage Disposal Plants at Bolsover,
Shuttlewood and Stanfree and the two small Septic
Tanks and Filters in the village of Whaley continue -to
operate reasonably satisfactory, although Whaley Moor
Plant is, at the present time, sufiering from cracking,
cwing to mining subsidence.

Bolsover

The scheme to carry sludge from the works to the
town tip is running satisfactorily, but it has been neces-
sary to increase the size of the sludge storage tanks at
the works in order to increase the dewatering of the
sludge prior to its removal. At this works also, it is
proposed this year, to increase the humus settling capac-
itv in order to cut out the excess suspended solids im
the effluent, mentioned in last year's report.

North Ward

The schemes mentioned in last year’s report for the
drainage of prcperties in Chesterfield Road, Shuttlewood,
are now virtually complete. A small pumping station is
pumping sewage from hcuses, which are now converted
to the water carriage system, into the existing gravity
sewers and at a lower level a small Sewage Disposal
Plant came into coperation in March, 1962, This Plant is
working satisfacterily but the filter, which is of the bac-
teria type, is not yet fully alive, o0 that the effluent is
not yet as good as it will be when the filter is in
proper bacterial condition.

Valley Estate

So far the houses which are being built on this
estate by both the Council and private enterprise, can
be drained into the existing gravity sewers, but a time is
arriving when further sewerage will be required.
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Heusing Devzlopment

In last year’s report reference was made to the prop-
osal to erect a further 52 dwellings—12 two bedroomad
houses, 16 three bedroomed houses, 16 one bedroomed
bungalows and 8 two bedroomed bungalows—on the Val-
ley Estate as the Council’s 1960 building programme.
Unfertunately there was some delay in releasing this
land for building purposes and the development was not
cemmenced during 1961 : the result was that no new
houses were provided by the Council during the year.
Work cn this site commenced early in 1962 and the next
annual report should record some progress in erecting
new houses.

The next programme provides for the construction
of dwellings in the more central area of the town on
sites which have become available through the remowval
of unfit hcuses, and the provision of dwellings for older
pecple in this central area should be especially welcomed.

During 1960, private developers built 9 hcuses in the
Urban District (compared with 15 the previous year) and
at the end of the year there were 22 furtherprivately
built houses in ccurse of erection, this being an increase
of 16 on the total being erectad twalve months earlizr.

By the time the first of the 52 houses and bungalows
becemes available for occupation there will have been a
pericd cof slightly over 2 years since the last Council
house was built. At one time thiz would have given rise
to untcld anguish among the young married couples and
the occupants of sub-standard houses who were relying
Ccuncil te provide them with houses. During the past
16 years, since the end of World War II, 1,155 houses
have been built in the district and nowadays thera is no
lenger an acute housing shortage. Inevitably thers has
been some delay in providing houses for applicants on
the waiting list and proposals for dealing with unfit
hcuses have also been held up, but the large increase in
Council owned houses during the post-war period now
results in a greater number of houses becoming available
for re-letting.
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terest rates and increasad building costs now result in
Council houses being more expensive to build than ever :
the econcmic rent of a new three bedrcomed housz now
in course cf erection will be of the ordar of £3 5 0d.
per week exclusive of rates and water charges—not far
off £4 D 0d. in total.

Although this Ccunecil pursues a realistic rents policy
and on average charges slightly more than £2 0 0d. per
yvear per £1 of Gross Value for its Council houses, if
comparable rents were chargad for houses now being
constructed there wculd bz a loss of the ordar of £2 0 0
per house per wezk—approximately £5,000 per yzar on
the 52 houses scheme. Inevitably this lsads to rent re-
views and /or further charges on the rates, both rather
unpleasant and unwelcome measures. Equally inzvit-
ably, as the proportion of new liouses in a community
continues te rise, and especially if building costs and in-
lerest rates rates remain high, thz differancz bestween
the rent of an cld house with no modern amenities and
that of a new moedern house will continuz to widen. This
pcses the question as to the extent that we, as individ-
uzls and as a nation, are prepared to go,in paying high-
er rents or repayment charges for batter homes.

Some little help with this problem came with the re-
intreduction of subsidies for all houses under the new
Hceusing Act of 1961, but perhaps the most pleasing feat-
ure of sll is that such good progress was made several
yvears age when building costs and interest rates were
appreciably lower, that the need for neaw houses in the
district is not nearly so great as it might have been.

I trust I may be forgiven for referring:at such length
to housing finance which is not strictly a matter for the
Public Health Inspector, but I have tried to set out the
facts as they exist, as they have so close a bzaring on
the question of improving and making better use of the
older houses in the country.

Improvemesnt of Houses

However much progress is mads in the zrection of
new houses in the district, it is inevitable that a consid-
erable number of families will continue to occupy older
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Housing and Local Government has recently said that he
does not rule out the necessity to introduce some meas-
ure of compulsion.

There are very many houses in this district which
now let at a rent of around 19/6s. per wezk inclusive of
rztes and water charges and which are capable of being
provided with hot water, bathrooms, inside water closets
and satisfactory fcod stores for about £250, of which the
owner wculd meet half the cost.

The increased rent, after improvement, would ba
26/- per week inclusive and I am convinced that the vast
majority of tenants would gladly pay an extra 6/6d. or
even more for the added amenities which their houses
contained. Quite a number of these houses have been
improved, though unfortunately most have been owner
occupied, and it is one of the most satisfying f{eatures
of my work to see and hear how thrilled they are with
their improved homes,

To most of us it is easier and much more possible
to make the best of what w2 have than to replace jt
with something new, and this is equally true of housing
accommedation. These houses which lend thamszalves to
improvement are mostly terraced houses, frequently
without large gardens, and frem the modern planning
aspect might be rather undesirabie dzvelopment. They
are, however, the homes of a considzrable proportion of
the community and these people deserve a littlz mora
comfort out of lifz. It seems to me to be morz realis-
tic to pursuz a policy of improving these houses rather
than to allcw them to dsteriorate to such an extant that
they eventually considerably swell the slum clzarance
problem, What is now required is a new standard for
housing, cne which requires tne sound, older houses,
which are capable of being improved, to be providad with
modern amenities, and those which are not capabie of
being brought up te that standard should form the slum
clearance problem cf the future. To those areas wherz
the existing slum clearance problem is particularly acutz,
this might appear to be somewhat prematurz, but pro-
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with a view to extending an open space. One house was
purchased in 1860 and a second during 1961 and those;
tenants were rehoused, but negotiations in respect of the
third house were not completed until early 1962

Individual Unfit Houses

54 Station Road, Bolsover, Demolition Order made
tenant rehoused and
house demolished

In all 18 families (61 persons) were displaced by slum
clearance action during 1961 and of these 14 families ac-
cepted alternative accommodation offered by the Council.
A total of 20 houses were demolished, 13 in clearangce
areas and 12 individual unfit houses. To the end of 1961
a total of 144 houses had been demolished or closad, and
being carried forward into 1962 were the sixtzen housas
in Bentinck Road (No. 1) Clearance Area wherz 6 fami-
lies remained to be rehoused, and the thr2e houses in
Hill Top (No. 4) Clearance Area where onz2 family was
still in occcupation.

In 1955 and in accordance with the requirements cf
the 1954 Housing Repairs and Rents Act a survey of the
houses in the district was carried out and it was estim-
ated that there were then 1531 unfit houses to bz dealt
with. Since that time good progress has bean made in
dealing with these unfit houses, and a number of othars
which had been found to require slurn clearance action ;
last year it was felt that a further survey shculd be
undertaken of the remaining poorer houses in the dis-
trict. Those heouses included in the original estimate were
the mozt unfit ones in the district and in no case has
any clearance order not been confirmed by the Minister
of Housing and Local Government, and in the light of
experience gained in implementing the slum clearancz
programme it was thought advisable to conduct this
seccnd survey. The results were submitted to the Coun-
cil towards the end of the year and contain 122 further
housges, including a few carried forward from the previ-
cus programme, it was thought that they should be con-
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general standard of housing is raised. The provision of
new houses and the removal of the sub-standard ones
therefore becomes a continuing duty, and one designed
to assist in providing a healthier and happier community.

Caravans and Moveabls Dwellings

In last year's report I referred te the Caravan Sites
anc Contrel of Development Act which came into opera-
tion in the Autumn of 1960. At the commencement of
the vear, there wene 8 sites thrcughout the district con-
taining single caravans, another near the town cenirz
having 4 caravans and the Council’s own site with stand-
ings for 23 caravans and which had been in existence
about 6 years, Applications for site licences from all the
cwners were obtained and submitted to the planning
authority.

The planning authority’'s decisions were received
early in 1961 and site licences were granted in respesct of
6 individual caravans; these contained conditions de-
cigned to secure reasonable standards for water supply,
fanitary conveniences, drainage, the storage of refuse
and the provisicn of hard standings for the caravans.
The Council's Housing and Planning Committee consid-
cred the future of the Council’s caravan site in relation
to the recemmended standard for sites and decided to
close this site by April, 1963, in view of the fact that it
had originally been provided as ‘a temporary measure
and wculd require considerable expenditure to achiasve
a satisfactory standard. Te¢ the end of 1961 some of the
standings had been vacated and 15 were still pecupiad.
There was thus an over all reduction of 11 caravans in
the district during the year.

The effect of the new Act is to allow the use of
cites for caravans on a permanent basis provided these
do nct interfere with amenity and can bz affordad proper
facilities for water supply, drainage and sanitary conven-
lences. ete. This does away with temporary permissions
which had been granted in the past and allows thosz
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246 visits were paid to food shops and market stalls,
including 43 shops registered under the Food and Drugs
Act for the sale of ice cream, this being an increase of
2 compared with last year.

During the year action centinued to be taksn to se-
cure compliance with the requirements of the Food Hy-
giene Regulations and to impress 2n all food traders and
their staff the vital importance of strict attention to
cleanliness and hygienic practices in all aspects of the
preparation and handling of fond. The vast majority of
shops are ccmbined shop and house premises of restricted
size where the hygienic storage and display of a large
variety of fcods and other goods gives rise to numerous
problems, Mcst of the shops in the central area of the
town are in cld premises which have been converted into
shop premises. It is pleasing that the redsvelopment of
of the town centre is due to take placz fairly soon and
that the resultant new premises will have been properly
designed for the purpose.

There was again no case of food poisoning resulling
from fcod manufactured or processed in the urban dis-
trict. '

Slaughterhouses

I referred last year to the effect of the naw Slaught-
erhcuses Act and the Regulations aealing with Hygiene
and the Prevention of Cruelty. These Regulations came
into full effect in the Urban District on the 1st October,
1961, and by that date the three slaughterhouses had been
repaired and improved to comply with the requirements
cf the Regulations.

The effect of the new Act and Regulations is to en-
sure the lairing, handling and slaughtering of animals in
a humane manner, and to secure hygienic conditions f{or
the handling of carcases and »tfal and for efficient in-
spection of meat. One of the serious public hzalth prob-
lems of cur times is the incidence of food poisoning, and
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The Milk and Dairizs Regulations
The Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations,
The Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised
Milk) Regulations
The registrations and licences grantad as at the 3l1st
December, 1961, were as follows :—

Registered distributors of milk 1
Licensed Dealers in Tuberculin Tested mILk
Licensed Dealers in Pasteurised milk ...

Licensed Dealers in Sterilised milk ...

= om o2

Bacteriological Examination of Samples

There are two small manufacturers of ice cream jn
the Urban District and 11 samples were submitted for
examination with results as follows :(—

Provisional Grade 1 e 2200
Provisicnal Grade 2 1
Provisional Grade 3 -
Provisicnal Grade 4 i

Ten samples of water from the inlet and outlet ends
of the Public Baths were submitted for bactzriological
examination. Three of these samples were not quite
satisfactory and the chlorine dosage was adjusted to give
satisfactory results in later samples.

Three samples from the main supply of the Chester-
field, Bolsover and Clowne Water Board wera reported
as being satisfactory

Three samples of corange juice, bottled locally, were
submitted for examination and found to be fres from
coliform organisms.

Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958

At the end of 1961, 10 persons held licencas to slaugh-
ter or stun animals in Slaughterhouses or Knacker’s
vards,

31


















fleld cutlary fiim using only smokeless fusls. On2 shaft
at Bolsover Colliery was electrified during the year and
plans exist for the hand fired boilers to be converted to
mechanical stoking in the future. The cthar major in-
«dustrial undertaking, Messrs Cealite and Chemical Proad-
ucts Ltd., where large scale ecarbonisation of coal is car-
ried out, were transferred, undar the Clean Air Act, to
the Alkali Inspasctorate and are no longar under the
Council’s jurisdiclticn for clzan air purpcs:s. Tae Com-
pany are actively engaged on replacing thz oldar and
more smoky carbonising retorts, and improving and mod-
ifving cthers, to materially reduce pollution during th:
cooling process and in the charging and discharging of
the batteries. Last year significant progrsss was mada2
and for the first time one of the batterizs was madz
capable of well-nigh smckeless operation. Other batter-
fes are being similarly modified and it is expzctad that
these plans when fully implementad should materially
reduce the amount of smoke emitted. I am particularly
anxious that pellution from industrial sources should b2
reduced to satisfactory levels befor: the Council’s plans
for dealing with the dcmestic problem are brought into
cflect.

Fer the first tims, it is very pleasing to bz abl: to
repcrt pregress in dealing with domestic pollution. The2
cignificant feature of the year was the agreement reached
between the Naticnal Unicn of Minsworkars and the Nat-
ional Ccal Board regarding the supply of smokeless fuzls
to mineworkers living in smoke control areas. Thais is
a mining area where a high percentage of householders
received ccncessicnary coal, and quite naturally the Coun-
cil have been reluctant to precezd with the establishment
of smcke control areas until an arrangement covering the
supply ¢f smckelass fuel to the mineworkars had been
introduced. Once the agresmant had besn completed,
the Council authorised steps to be takan to crzate tha
first smoke centrol area, and for plans to be drawn up
for the creaticn of further areas to cover all the Urban
District. The first smoke control area to be created is
cne cf 86 acres to the south of New Station Road and
to the scuth west of much of the Urban District ; it is
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physician, spcke on the harmful effects of air pollution,
referring to the high incidence ci chronic bronchitis in
this country, and asked *“are we not justifiad for hzalth
reasons alone in proceeding with the implementation of
the Clean Air Act, with much greater spezd? Why is
there such coppesition and delaying tactics to this splend-
idly warthwhile scocial enactment, when it would yield
such dividends and lessen illnass, death and human mis-
ery, diminish medical costs and absentezism, incr:zase
productivity and significantly dscrease cur axpenditure
on artificial i llumination, on the repair and renovation of
buildings, on damage to crops and animal welfare, and
improve cur fuel resources™ ?

The first steps in reducing the domestic pollution in
this district have now been taken and this reprasents an
act cf very ccnsiderable faith by the local authority in a
predominently mining area where so many receive con-
cessionary ccal and where 8 out of the 12 Councillors
are affected in that way.

This is a district in which a premium grade solid
emokeless fuel is manufactured in considerable guantity,
and it is the availability of suitablz alternative fuels to
coal which will govern the progress made in creating
smoke control areas both in this aistrict and throughout the
country. I feel that much greater progress and a roduc-
tion of opposition to smoke control could bz achieved if
there were available increaszd quantities of rzactive
emokeless fuels with properties similar to thosz of coal
except in respect to smoke emissicn. The need is to in-
crease the production of such fuels until the total re-
quirements of the domestic market could bz met, and
thereafter it wculd be pessible to limit th2 supply of raw
coal to those users who could burn it smokelessly and
efficiently

I lock forward to the days when atmospheric pollu-
tion is no longer a serious public health problem. We all
rightly expect that the food aud drink we consume ara
free from ceontamination or oollution, it is equally .im-
portant that the air we breathe from the moment we are
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such vital importance to all of us.

No undue labcur difficulties were experienced during
the vear and the men engaged on public cleansing con-
tinued to receive a plus rate of 3id. perrhour. This plus
rate was introduced a number of years ago at a time of
acute labour difficultiess and without it, it is very doubt-
ful whether the service would bz able to recruit or ra-
tain decent workmen. An ever increasing number of
local authcrities have been forced to introduce collection
and salvage bonus schemes to attract suitable workmen,
but these involve increased clerical and administrative
work and are not very easy to apply in' smaller areas
where workmen cannot always be employad on the same
werk all the time.

The disposal of all refuse is now undertaka2n in a
disused porticn of the clay pit at the New Byron Brick
Company's works just outside the boundary of the Urban
District. A new long term agreement was negotiated with
the new owners of the brickworks and thay also agroed
to sludge from the Bolsover Sewage Works being dis-
posed of with the refuse. Therz is ample tipping spacs
for very many years and disposal of refuse should pre-
gent no difficulties in the foresezable future.

The Council provide a free service, except in one
epecial case, for the emptying of pails and cesspools, and
the contents are dispesed of into suitable manholes near
the wvaricus sewage woerks. In recent yezars there has
been scme reduction in the number of pail closets but
there has been a greater increase in the number of cess-
pools to be emptied. Nowadays all householdars desire
the benefits of moedern sanitation and amenities and an
increasing number of isclated cottages now have larger
cesspocls to empty. There have also been cases of new
development beycnd the town’s public sewers and these
add to work to be done. The use of the new 1,000 gal-
lon machine has been of great benefit and enables this
work to be carried out in only a little over half the
time required by the old equipment.
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