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PREFACE

To the Chairman and Members of the
Bolsover Urban Distriet Council

Mr Chairman, Madam and Gentlemen,

I am proud to have the privilege of submitting
another Annual BReport to you. 1 hope yvou will find it
to be interesting and useful. 1 must thank all of you
for yeur encouragement and for the interest you have
shown in my department throughout the year. 1 must
also thank Mr Margeirison (Engineer and Surveyor) for
his contribution to this report.

I would also like to thank everyone on the staff of
Bolsover U.D.C. for their help and courtesy throughout
the year. And, of course, I owe many thanks to Mr
Wright (Clerk of the Council) who is always willing to
help and advise.

I feel I cannot end without paying tribute to Coun-
ty Alderman Mr Colledge, who was Chairman of Bolsover
Health Committee for many years. He helped the
Health Department greatly during his long term of office
and it was always a pleasure to work with him. For-
tunately, his loss has been minimised by his successor,
whom I must also thank for carryving on where Mr Col-
ledge left off.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,

A. R. ROBERTSON,
Medical Officer of Health.

‘Dale Close’,
100, Chesterfield Road South,
Mansfield.






week, a reiurn of notifications is made to the General
Register Office and to the County Medical Officer. Each
quarter, a quarterly return is mades to the same two;
Finally, each year a report is made on food poisoning
notificaticns. This of coursz takes up the time of my
clerk and myself—so more expznsz is incurred. Similarly,
the Register Office sends wcekly and guarterly returns to
every M.O.H.—again, more expense. Finally, cases of in-
fecticus disease are visitad by m2 or by a Public Health
Inspector at my discretion—still more expense. And,
specimens may have to be sant to the laboratory ; again
expense is incurred. Then, too, we must remember that
1960 was a lean year for measles. 1961 will bz a year
of plenty anc|I guarartee that the/ number of notifications
will bz doubled, as will the payment made to the noti-
iying doctors. So, I think you will agree that notifica-
lion is lime eccnsuming and expensive.

I do not mind spending if I get my moneay's worth.
Do we get our money's worth as far as notification; is
concerned ? I do not think we do, and I beliesve that we
thcula makz some changes in noiification. For instance,
many of the diseases shown in the table are not the
terrors they were.. Therafore, should we not consider
removing them from the list ? I think we could remove
ervsipelas, e ncephalitis lethargica, cerebro spinal fever,
pneumonia and measles. Puerperal Pyrexia 1 feel could
be removed bul I would bow to the opinion of obstetric-
ians on this. Scarlet Fever I would also removs excapt
where a clcse contact was a food handler.

On the other hand, there are several things I think
cculd be added. Let me gquote somz with my reasons :—

1. HOME ACCIDENTS. I am certain that notification
is desirable (and I am sure you will agree when you
read my report cn these). From notifications we can
learn what targets we should aim at with education and

we can see how houses should be designed to prevent
accidents. ;

2. GERMAN MEASLES is not impertant in itself.
However, if a pregnant woman Zevelops the disease dur-






see different diseaszs being notifiable from time to time
and even from place 'o place. It seems to me that the
pattern of illness is zlways changing. If I am correct,
surely the pattern of notification should also change.

One other changs I would suggest. The notifica-
tion fee of 2/6d. has remained ronstant. Should we not
think about raising it ?

Earlier, I spcke about expense. I grudge some of
the expense incurred at the present time. I quite see
that my suggestions would involve a lot more spending
but that I Wwould not grudge because 1 would feel it
was money well spent.

THE ENGLISH DISEASE

Lcng age, diseases used to be callad by tha name
of the country in which they originated. For instance,
Columbus and his sailors are said to have brought a
very nasty disease back to Spain when they returned
frorm America. When the diseasz spread to Italy, it was
cailed the Spanish disease, in France it was called the
Italian disease and in England it was called the French
aisease. Nowadays, there is a discase called the English
aisease, to wit, chroni: bronchitis. About 30,000 peopple
caie from this every year. What is the cause of this vile
illness ? Dr P. J. Lawther gave the Dawes Memorial
Lecture ¢n ‘Air Pcllution and its effects on Man’ to the
1960 Annual Conference of Public Health Inspectors.
This was printed in the November 1960 a=dition of the

Sanitarian and I would like to guct2 one paragraph from
it :—

‘Air pollution is only one of several unpleasant
features of urban life which merit consideration as causes
of the excess bronchitis found in towns ; industry, over-
crowaing, peor diet, frequent infections, all may play a
part. But recent researches on standardised populations
incriminate air pollution as one of the most serious fac-
tors in the aetiology of this dread disease, Cigarette
smcking appears to be of roughly equal importanca
Epidemiclogical research is complex and sometimes many






Donora, US.A., 1948. 18 deaths in a population of
14,000 42 per cent of the populatim were estimated to
have suffered from illness.

Londcn, 1952, The fog developed on Friday, 5th
December and continued until 8th December. Estimated
total of 4,000 deaths in the Greater London area. In the
Aaministrative County only deaths from bronchitis rose
from 121 to 872, and from heart and circulatory diseases,
from 318 to 801.

Londen, 1956. 1,000 additional deaths attributed to
January fog in ths Greater London area’.

Knewing the above, i3 it any wonder that I regard
air pollution as one of thz most serious and pressing
public health problems facing us to-day ? What are we
acing abcut it? We have the Clean Air Act which was
passed in 1956 and thz Dark Smoke Permitted Regula-
ticns passzd in 1958. Tc me2, they are only nibbling at
ithe cherry. 1 think they should be a lot stronger. For
instance, I believe it should bz mandatory to prosscute
any infringement of the Act. Also, I would make the
ciealicn of smoke control areas mandatory in the °black
areas’ listed by the Minister. Finally, I would tighten
the Daik Smoks Regulations. To me, the emission of
any black smaoke should bz an offenca (bealiave me, a few
seconas of black smoke is an awiul lot of smoke). After
ail, the Clz2an Air Act is five years ocld, vat wa still have
cur 50,000 deaths irom chronic bronchitis. In the Central
Industrial plain of Scotland for example, very little pro-
geese has bzen made in cleaning thz air (according to a
recent report) even though thz death rate from chronic
bienchitis is very high. Can you wendar that 1 wish the
Act to bz strenger ?

I cannot undarstand why the N.U.M. does not lead
the fight for clsan air. Miners have seen many .of their
ccmrades killed by a chest dis=ase caused by polluted air
in the pit. So, surely they should be all the keener to
have clean air when thzy get up on top again. Besides,
what abcut their pride in their work ? They must know
by new that many of the domestic fires in this country






3. Many people are going to say to me that we cannot
affcrd to tackle clean area. I can only reply that I do
not see how we can afford not to do so. Think of the
mcney spent on treating chronic bronchitis. Think of the
money spent on replacing clothes and furnishing and re-
pairing damage to buildings. Think of the money wasted
in smoke. Ng, cleasing of the air will save, not cost us
meney, and it will save misery and ill health for many.

4. Just to make it plain that I am not throwing stones
from a glass house—we have used a smokeless form of
hzating in cur hcuse for some years riow.

UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S
FUND

Last Xmas my wifz and I bought our Xmas cards
from UNICEF. The purpose of this organisation is
‘t0 secure a iuture in which every child may enjoy its
1ight to grew up in health and understanding in a com-
munity free from want, the Governments and Peoples
of B0 nations have joined in vartnership in the Unitad
Nalions Children's Fund'. Evervbody must hope that
this aim can be achieved. Thers can be very few people
who wculd wish to do dsliberate harm to a child

Alcng with the cards was supplied a list of things
which a given number of cards would provide. For in-
‘stance, s0 many cards would provide s0 much dried milk,
or a numbar of penicillin injections to cure yaws or
B.C.G. vaccinations against tuberculosis, etc. When you
read this sort of thing, you realise just how lucky we
are in this country. But, I do not feel we are in a ross
garden just yet. Indeed, sometimes I think that our very
prcgress has tended to make some people careless. I
would just mention a few instances where some peopple
are failing their children.

1. Immunisatien is available and is free to all. I am
chiefly ccneerned about immunisation against diphtheria,
pecliomyelitis and whooping cough. I have no doubt that
it is very effective against diphtheria and poliomyelitis.
Against whooping cough it is not quite so effective but
it i= held that an immunised child is 10 times less likely
to develcp the disease and 30 . times less likely
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to have it severely, if it should devzlop whooping cough.
Well now, what do we find? The acceptance rate is too
low. When there is the odd outbreak of diphtheria we
find many parents rushing to have their children immun-
ised. They could have been done before in mors com-
fort and with a greater safety margin. As for polio, the
Minister of Health recently gave a list of Local Health
Authorities where the acceptance rate was under 300, If
these illnesses were still previlent, I am sure the accgp-
tance rate would be much higher, Has progress made
us careless ?

(I must stress that I am not referring here to p2op-
le who have conscientious objections to immunisation.
I may no. agree with their view but that dces not prev-
ent me from respacting it. I am referring to those who
say ‘We just did not bether to have him immunised’.
I have met toc many who fall into this group).

2. Nutiiticn, When I was a boy in Glasgow I used
to see many who had or had had rickets. Similarly, 1
saw many undernourishzd children. The position has
altered now. It is very seldom that malnutrition is found
in a child. But obesity is becoming much more commo:.
Many Medical Officers of Health refer to this in their
Annual Reports. Yet cbesity is just as bad as malnutri-
ticn. Indeed, I would rather be underfad than overfed.
It seems as though pregress has pushed some pzople too
far here.

3. Scheol Att>ndanc:. I remember sceing an articla
in the UNESCO Courizr which showed how hard they
were working to teach illiteratz adults to read and write.
The photcs showed adults who were obviously putting
all they had into it bzcause of their k2enness to learn.
In a similar vein, it is worth reading about the struggle
the reformers had in this country before education was
made available to all children. 1 fesl we do not all take
advantage of our facilities now. Wherever I go 1 can
see children who should be at school. And I believe I
see too many of them. In our local paper we can sea
reports of prosecutions against parents who have not sent



their children to school. I quite expect that figuras can
be thrown at me te make me look wrong. But, we
must remember that statistics never prove anything. Just
to give a very crude exampls, I could be told that the
school attendance rate was 95%, over a'year. Fair enough,
but suppose it is the same 5%; which is away all the time.
Again, I feel that carelessness has tended to creep in now
that we have progressed to fre= education for all.

4. Discipline. Nowadays, you read something about
juvenile delinquency virtually every time you lift a
paper. Somsz pecple say things are no worse now than
they were ages ago. Well, I havz not yet lived long
long enough to compzre many different genzrations. But
I think things are pretty bad when one of my councils
has had to close public conveniences because of consis-
tent damags by vandals. And manv of these still open
take a fortune in maintenance and repairs, Again, look
arcund you when you are amongst a lot of children. Do
you think a lot of them are ill-disciplined ? I do. No-
one weculd seriously suggest a return to the systzm por-
trayed by Dickens in ‘Dotheboys Hall' nor to the dictum
‘Children should be seen but not h=ard’. Still, I would
suggest that this is just like nutrition,too much is as bad
as too little and I would suggast that too much fresdom
is bad. Apart from wvandalism I feel that the nation’s
mental health would also be improved with a little morsa
agiscipline. A well balanced mind is one which can give
and take. I submit that you are more likely to be able
to do this if you have been conditicned to a system of
give and take as a child—and is that not what discipline
is ?

1 have given some examples of what I feel are
ways in which parents can fail. It has been said that
we live in an affluent society. In such a society I be-
lieve sins of cmission to be commoner than sins of com-
mission I just wonder if all parents remember the dif-
ference betwezn omission and commission ?

Finally may I commend the United Nations Chil=

cren’s Fund to ycu? Do not forget it, if you wish to
help a gocd and worthy cause.
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The ages at which these accidents occurred were as
shown in the following table :—

Under 1. 0 4 0 20-44. T
1 5-9. 3 45-65. 5
A 10-14. 3 65 plus 7
3. 4 1524 5

Age not notified :—5.

I feel that the above figures give some idea of the
problem caused by accidents in the home. 33 is a lot
of accidents to be notified between September and Dec-
ember. The accidents occurred in Blackwell, Bolsover
and Clowne (total estimated population 75,339). It must
be remembered, too, that notification is purely voluntary
and I am certain that many more accidents actually oc-
curred.

As to the causes, they wvaried considerably. Per-
haps as easy a way as any is to quote from the reports
made to the Home Safety Committezs, There is always
some humour to be found in every field of human act-

ivity so let's quote two ‘funny’ (to the bystander) ones
lirst :(— ’

‘A lady of 40 trappad her finger when a sash win-
dow fell quickly. A neighbour came to help. She
cpened the window sharply and hit the lady in the
face with the window’,

‘A man of 40 stood on a dog which was eating a
bcne. The dog bit him'.

Both of these would cause a laugh if seen on T.V.
or at the cinema. If only all the accidents were like
this. Unfortunately, we also have the following :—

‘A boy of 24 crushed his forearm in an electric
mangle’.

15












Comments.

The number of live births and the corrected birth
rate are both slightly lower than last year. Howeaver,
the fall is very slight.

On the credit side, the number of stillbirths and the
stillbirth rate are both lower than last year.

Unfcrtunately, for the second year running, the
Infantile Mortality Rzte has increased but the Neonatal
Mecertality Rate has decreased considerably. For the last
2 wvears we had no illegitimate infant deaths but this
year we had two—the small numbers involved explain
the very high rate. Let us compare these figures with
the national ones.

Bolsovaer England & Wales

(provisional
Inlant Mortality Rate 44.2 21.9
Nec-Natal Mortality Ratz 265 15.6
Perinatal Mortality Rate 39.3 32.9

It is sad to see our figures so much worse than thz
Naticnal cnes.

Six infants died under the age of 4 weeks—two less
than last year. The causes of death were (—

Haemaolytic disease of newborn
Bronchopneumonia and prematurity
Prematurity

Intracranial Haemorrhage

ot =

Last year, prematurity did not play a great part in
cur nec-natal deaths. Usually it does and this year it
has, As you can see it played a major part in four
cut cf these six deaths.

Four infants died between the age of four weeks
and one year. The causes of death were :—

Acute lymphatic leukaemia 1
Acute purulent tracheo bronchitis 3

The death from leukaemia is unusual in a person
so ycung. The other three deaths are from respiratory
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Public Swimming Baths

This establishment is operated by thes Bolsover
Urban District Council and wa: originally erected by the
Miners’ Welfare and leased to the Council.

There is a 20 vard by 10 yard tiled plunge bath
covered by a traditional building, the walls of which have
been re-tiled to T6” high this year. In 1958-59 new
changing accommcodation complete with lavatories, show-
ers, etc. was constructed by ths Council, so that at this
time, the service is at a good standard.

Water is supplied from the mains ¢f the Chesier-
field, Belscver and Clowne Joint Water Committzz. The
treatment within the baths consists of rapid filtration and
chlorination together with heating. The period of tuwrn
over of the plunge bath water is approximatzly 4 hours.

The water is subjected to periodic check for bac-
teria and chlorine centent. Samples are taken by the
Fublic H=2zl'h Department and analized by the County
Analyst. Results of these analyses have been consistent-
ly gocd.

This year it is proposed to provide a new chlorin-
ator Icr this bath,

Four samples of water froin the inlet and outlet
ends were submitted for bacteriological examination.

They were all reported as bezing satisfactory for bathing
purposes.

Hcusing

In 1960, 20 new houses were completed by the Coun-
cil and 15 were complated by privatz dsvelopmant. This
15 guite a lot less than in 1959. However, I expact tha
tctal for 1961 to bz a lot higher.












PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Measles.

Ycu may remember that last year I commentad
about the failure of measles in Bolsover to bz high in
number one yezar and low the next. Well, this year is
more as you would expect. There have only been 12
cases this year. So, we should have a lot in 1961.

Wheoping Cough,

This was a bad year., We had thres yzars pravious to
1960 with only a few cases. This year we had 90. There
were three cases between the ages of 15 and 20 and one
case in adult woman who was over 25 years old Some
of these werea not very ill, but some had a rough time.
1 definitely advize immunisation against whooping cougn.
It is interesting that the doctors in Bolsover found that
most ¢f these children had not been immunised. They
also felt that an immunized child who developed whooping
ccugh did not have it so badly as a non-immunisaed suf-
ferer.

Feliomyelitis.

Again, there was no case of poliomyelitis. I can
cnly repeat that it is my belief that all who ares eligible
for vaccinaticn against this illness, should aceept vaccina-
ticn as scon as possible.

Scarlet Fever.

At 27 cases we are at pretty much the same as last
vear when there werz 31. The great majority suffered
cnly a wrifling illness.

Diphtheria.

There has not been a case in Bolsover since 1948.
1 am happy that 1960 did not breal this record. I believe
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the percentage iz somawhat higher than the national av-
erage. This increase in the total number of houses avail-
able has very markedly contributed to the general well-
being, health and happiness of the inhabitants of the
area, overcrowding has almost disappeared, tha sharing of
houses is not nearly so common and it has been pos-
sible to make quite good progress in tha clearance of
houses which have become no longer fit for habitation.

Clearance of Unfit Houies

The action taken to secure the remowval of unfit
houses during 1960 is summarised below ' —
Clearance Areas

Hill Top (No. 2) Clzaranc: Area

This area was declared in 1959 and comprised the
six houses 45, 47, 49, 51, 53 and 33 Hill Top. The Council
cecided to attempt to negotiate purchasz of thes2 houses
with the intention of redsvzloping thz site for housing
purposes, but agreement with the owners could not be
reached. A clearance order was subsaquently made in
1960 and was confirmed withcut modification by the Min-
ister of Housing and Local Government, a claim by the
owners fer well maintained payments being disallowed.

Bentineck Read (No. 1) Clearane: Area

This arez comprised the sixtezn houses, 99, 101, 103, 105,
107, 109, 111, 113, 115, 117, 119, 121, 123, 125, 127 and 129
Bentinck Road, Shuttlewood in the North Ward of the
Urban District. A clearance otaer in respect of these
houses was made in September, 1960 and this has since
heen confirmed without modification by the Minister of
Housing and Local Government after the holding of a
public inquiry.

Hill Top (No. 4) Clearanc> Area
High Street (No. 3) Clearance Arca

When these areas were declared in the previous
year the Council decided to negotiate the purchase of the

39






will b2 pursuzsd until all unfit houses have bean dealt
wiih, but as the years pass by an ever increasing per-
centage ol the population will be living in batter housss
with modern amenities and those remaining in' the poorer
houses wiil justifiably bz demanding bettar homes and
the modern amenities which the majority enjoy. Of
course this is a natiznal problam, and prograss beaing
made in the removal of houszs unfit by present stand-
ards is much slower in those parts of the country where
the number is particularly great. 1t is hoped howaver
that as the country makes pragress in increasing the
stanaard of living, th= standard of unfit housas will pro-
gressively be raised to =znablz the benszfits of modern
hcomes to be e xtended to an @ver increasing percentage
of the pepulation ; and that action in this direction will
not bz unduly dzlayved by reason of the acutz problem.
which confrcnt somz of the older industrial areas.

Imprevement ¢f Houses

For quite a number of yvears the Council have en-
ccuraged the improvement of housing accommodation
under the 1949 Act (later the 1958 Act) provisicns. In
1659 thz Government introduced a new Standard Grant
scheme to preovide filve standard amenities in houses with
an. expectancy of life of at least 15 years, tha local auth-
crities being compelled to give grants in such casas up
to a maximum cof £155.

The table below summarises progress made in re-
cent years, giving the number of houses improved with
granl aid :—

Owner-Uccupied Tenanted Total Houses
Houses Houses Improved
1954 3 = 3
1955 2 25 40 U]
1956 23 il 29
1957 15 4 19
1958 19 i 25
1959 32 — 32
1960 (Standard Grants) 15 —
(Discretionary
Grants) 3 6 24
' 135 62 197
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ing to ensure that every family has the benefit of a
good home where thay can znjoy a dacent and healthy
life. Initially ths main attack oa tae problem was in the
ereclion of new houses to make good thz lack of build-
ing in the war years and to provide homes for thoss
whoe had married in the war and immediate post war
pericd. Nowadays the problem is being attacked from
at least three sides, (a) by building new houses, (b) by
pulling down those which are no longer fit to live in,
and (¢) by ensuring that middle aged houses are kept in
satistactory repair and as many as possible are modera-
ised to match up to> present day requiramants.

Some limited new building will conlinue to bz ra-
quired as couples are marry.ng earlier, cldar peopple arz
hving longer, and famiiizs desire and most can afford
a home of tneir own, resulting in much less sharing ot
accommouaation. Houses will continue to wear out and
bzcome umiic for occupa:i.n, and standards will probably
be raised to keep abraast of current opinion, thereby in-
cludging more houses in clearaace procedurz, It is how-
ever the taird aspect which presents the greatast chal-
lenge, for as a nation it is vital that we make the very
pest use of the older houses. Wz have long passed thea
day: when a man's ambition was to own a row of
houses to keep him in his old age—now thz average maa
aspires to cwn his own housz and has no dasire to own
any oithers. The days cof the private landlords are pas-
sing, and most of them are taking every opportunity to
sell their houses, only rarely is a privately ownad house
reiet. Thiz 1 allowing an ever increasing number of
younger couples to own their own homes and many
are modernising them, :t a total cost which comparzas
quite favourably with the rent of new Council houses.
Improvement grants are of course extremely attractive
to cwner cecuniers but so far the private landlord has
not become very enthusiastic. It may well b2 that some
measure «+f compulsion may have to be introduced to
secure more progress in the modernisation of tenanted
houses if the results of persuasion are not good enough ;
cr, alternatively, local authorities might consider acquir-
ing houses which are suitable for improvemant and
where owners are unable or unwilling to carry out this
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work. Many of the middle aged houses are capable of
being improved to offer the occupants a much higher
standard of comfort than at present and it is the national
interest that great strides in this direction be made in
the notl teo distant future if we wish to avoid creating a
gigantic slum clearance problem in the years ahead. We
may nol have arrived yet, but we are approaching the
day when every house without hoi water, bathroom and
internal water closet will be regarded as unfit for human
habitation ; the sooner we can reach that goal the hap-
pier we shall be.

Many sericus thinking people feel that we regard
cur houses in too permanent a way, expecting that they
should last almost indefinitely ; the result being that
they are obsolete in design and equipment long befors
we consider pulling them down. It could be that in the
vears ahead, prefabrication and the use of the amazing
new alloys and plastics could revolutionize house build-
ing. In the interests of road safety we have recently in-
troduced a scheme whereby cars over 10 years old must
satisfy a certain standard if they are to be kept in use,
perhaps one day in the interests of health and happiness
a similar scheme will be devised for houses, whereby
those over a certain age must comply with a realistic
standard if they are to remain fit for occupation. Al-
though I must admit that age alone is no criterion of
fitness for habitation, such a scheme would at least en-
courage preogressive modernisation of older houses.

Caravans and Moveablz Dwellings

Abcut 6 years ago the Council established a cara-
van site which has since been extended and now prov-
ides standings for 23 caravans. The site was fully occu-
pied throughout the year and its existence has done much
to prevent the growth of a serious caravan problem in
the district ; though its existence may also have tended
to enccurage caravan occupation to a rather limited
cdegree. -

In the autumn of 1960 the Caravan Sites and Con-
trol of Development Act came into operation, the new

44




legislation being designed to give a more realistic ap-
proach to the use of caravans especially for permanent
residential occupaticn. The Act provides that no land
can be used as a caravan sitz without a site licencg
granted by the local authority and planning permission
must be granted before a licence can be issued. It was
intended that planning permission should be grantad on
a permanent basis in cases where caravans could be
preperly sited, and so do away with the temporary per-
missions, which had been granted so frequently in the
past. Local authcerities can attach conditions to site lic-
ences to secure improved conditions on sitzs by requiring
geod standards of lay-out, e quipment and maintenance.

When the Act came into operation therz were, in
acadition to the Council’s site, 9 other sites in thz Urban
District, 8 of them having only individual caravans and
1 site in the central area of the town having 4 cara-
vans—some of these were awaiting wvacancies on the
Ceuncil's site. A number of thes: individual sites had
bezen in use for several years and proper provisions had
been made for water supply, drainagz and refuse dispos-
al. Applicaticns for site licences were obtainad from all
the owners and these were referred to the planning auth-
crity. No further action was taken during 1960 as the
planning authority’s decisions were not received until
early 1961.

No sericus nuisances resulted from the occupation of car-
avans auring 1960 in the Urban District. There ars fam-
ilies who cccupy caravans from choice though I cannot
feel that a caravan offers a full and happy life for
families with small children. We must however face
the fact that couples with limited capital assets have been
able to cbtain a furnished home by purchasing a cara-
van, at a cost far cheaper than acquiring a traditional
house. The new legislation requires the establishment of
properly equipped grouped sites with a fairly high stand-
ard of amenities, and standings on these sites will com-
mand quite high rents; it may well be that would be
caravan awellers will, in future, think twice beforz pur-
chasing a caravan for permanent cccupation.
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predominently grocers and 46 general dealers. The wvast
majority are combined house and shop premises of res-
tricted size where the hygienic storage and display of dif-
fering type of food present numerous problemas.

During the year action was taken to securs com-
pliance with the requirements of Food Hygiena Regula-
tions and to impress on food traders and their staff, the
vital importance cf strict attention to cleanliness and hy-
gienic practices in all aspects of the preparation and
handling of food. Most of the shops in the central area
of the town are in old buildings which have besn ad-
apled to shop premises, and the shortage of ample stor-
age and display space for food is a serious handicap, es-
pecially in those premises selling a very wide variety of
articles of food.

There was again no case of food poisoning result-
ing from fcod manufactured or processed in the district.

Slaughterhouses

At the end of the year there were four licensad
small slaughterhouses in the district providing slaughter-
ing facilities for 6 local butchers and 2 from adjoining
Gistricts.

In last year's report I raferred to the provision of
the Slaughterhouzes Act of 1958 and to the raquirements
of the Slaughterhcuses (Hygiene) Ragulations and the
Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Ragulations
which, except for certain specific provisions, came into
operatinrn on the Ist January, 1959. During the latter
part of 1998 and the early months of 1960 the Council
undertook a detailed review of the slaughtering facilities
in the Urban District in consultation with the slaughter-
house owners, all local butchers and branches of the Nat-
ional Farmers Union. As required by the Slaughter-
houses Act the Council submitted their report to the Min-
ister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Ferod and this was
subsequently approved. The report provides that threz
slaughterhouses will be modarnised and improved to
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Bactericlogical Examination of Samples

There are two small manufacturers of ice cream jn
the Urban District and five samples were submitted for
examination with results as follows :—

Grade 1 3
Grade 2 =
Grade 3 -
Grade 4 -

Four samples of water irom the inlet and outlet
ends of the Public Baths were submitted for bacteriolog-
ical examination and all were reported as suitable for
bathing purposes.

Three samples from the main supply of the Chest-
erfizld, Bclsever and Clowne Water Board were reported
as being satisfactory.

Three samples of orange juice bottled locally were
submitted for examination and found to be free from
celitorm organisms.

Sleughter of Animals Aet, 1958

At the end of 1960, 11 persons held licences to slaugh-
ter or stun animals in Slaugniterhouses or Knacker's
yards,

Knacker's Yard.

28 visits of inspection were paid to the Knacker's
Yard. This is a rather small business in a very remote
part of the district, and it was conducted in as satisfac-
tory a manner as its nature and location permits.

Shops Aet, 1950.

30 visits were paid to shop premises regarding sani-
lary conveniences, washing facilities, closing hours and
the employment of young persons.

Fctroleum Licensing.

64 inspections were made of premises used for the
storage of petroleum spirit.

: At the end of 1980, 20 licences were in force invol-
ving a maximum storage capacity of 306,150 gallons.
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The number of treatments carried out shows little
variation frcm the previous wvear. There was no major
infestation, and those found were of a minor character.
The general public now realise that a free service is of-
fered for rodent control and co-operate wholaheartedly
in the task of exterminating rats and mice.

Conversion of Pail Closcts, ete.

During 1960 one pail closet was converted into a
water closet, this was at Tne Bungalow, Oxcroft Lans,
and was part of an improvement grant scheme.

Reports for recent vears have referred to the
sthemes to provide sewers to sarve a number of houses
in Chesterfield Road, Shuttlewood. The schames have
been approved and the contractor is expected to start
work quite scon. It is hoped that the next annual report
wiil give details of further progress to reduce the num-
ber of houses served by pail closets and cesspools.

Aumgespheric Pollution

The measurement of atmospheric pollution in this
Gistrict was commencad on the lst February, 1959 and
the instruments were sited with tha co-operation of of-
ficers of the Warren Spring Laboratory of the Depart-
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research. Onz2 deposit
gauge was sited at Hall Farm in fairly close proximity
to the Bolsover Colliery and the carbonising plant of
Cealite and Chemical Products Lid., which are the main
sources cf industrial pollution in the Urban District; the
second gauge was sited in Moor Lane, to the east of the
town centre, to give records of deposited matter jn the
residential area. Two lead peroxide instruments were
sited in Cundy Road and Moor lane.

The results obtained since 1st February, 1939, are set
cut below :—
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With regard to pollution from industrial sources,
the local jam and canning factory which had coal burn-
ing plant, closed down early last year and the premis2s
are to be opened up by a company which will not burn
solid fuel. The National Coal Board have plans for im-
provements at Belsover Colliery, and Messrs Coalite and
Chemical Products Ltd. are actively engaged on replacing
cbsclete carbonising retorts to materially reducz pollution
during the cooling process and in the charging and dis-
charging of the batteries. It is expected that these plans
when fully implemented, should materially raduce pol-
lution frem industrial sourczs in this district.

With regard to pollution from domestic sources
the immediate future i not quite so bright. The Bols-
Gver Urban District is essentiaily a mining area and the
vast majority of it adwt male population are employed
in the mining industry or in tae processing of coal and
its derivatives. Consequent.y a hign pearcentage of the
hcusehcluers 1eceive coacassionary fuel, and this gives
rise to special problems in implemanting tha Clean Air
Acl provisicns regarding pollu.ion from domestic sources.
Nevertheless there has been a considerable reduction in
the degree of pollutioa from domeastic sourcas in recent
years. There has been a rapid increasa in the percentaga
of new houses with modern and more 2afficiant fire-
grates, the old obsoleie rangss are being replaced, coal
fired wash coppers are vanishing, and there is an increas-
ing use of gas and electricity for cooking and space heat-
ing. The amount cf coal burned in eacn house per year
must be considerably less than in pre war days and
prcbably easily cutweighs the increasz in th: number of
hcuses. The precgress that has already bezn made has
resulted from the march of tima and the introduction of
labour saving equipm:znt in the home ; the continuance
of this precgress to secure smokelessnzss by legislative
actionn will be far frem easy to achisve. In recent months
there have bezn reports of an impending agreement be-
tween the National Union of Mineworksrs and the Nat-
ional Ccal Board on thz question of concessionary coal,
and it has been suggested that this would remove the
cbstacles to the establishment of smoke coatrol areas in
mining districts. This is an area where “buy back” ar-
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rengements have been in forca for a long time and I
very much ‘doubt whether appreciable progress in the
predeminently mining areas can be made on the basis of
the miner surrendering his concessicnary coal for money
in order to buy smokeless fuels. I feel that much more
could be done to reduce domestic pollution if the Nat-
ional Ceal Board would undertake large scale and wide-
spread manufacture of free burning solid smokeless fuels
thus enabling mineworkers living in smoke control areas
to be supplied with such fuels in place of coal. I know
that the National Coal Board arve taking a much greater
interest in the production of vrocessed fucls and I hope
this will continue and expand. We should be prepared
to treat coal, which is one of our great national assets,
as a valuable and complex chemical substance, which is
capable cf being processed to provide smokeless fuel and
a host cf other everyday commodities, ranging from pet-
rol to drugs.

I leok forward to the time when the benefits of
clean zir can be enjoyed by all the mining areas; Of
course the effects of air polluiion are mecifully not al-
ways s0 evident as the disastrous London fog of 1952,
but I should like to see people clamouring for cleaner
air to reduce the incidence of chast troubles and to save
cleaning costs. Already progress has been made in some
of the larger cities, and it seems to me to be every bit
as important, that the air in those distriets where men
are emplcyed long hours underground away from the
sunshine, should be every bit as purs and free from pol-
lution as anywhere else in the land.

Public Cleansing Service

At the beginning of the year under review the
Ccuncil empleyed 14 workmen and 3 wehicles on the
collection and disposal of refuse, the emptying of pail
tlosets and cesspools and the collection, sorting and bal-
ing of salvaged materials. Two vehicles—a 12 cubie yard
S & D Freighter and a 7 cubic yard Karrier Bantam
were employed whole time on rafuse collection empty-
ing some 3,950 dustbins regularlvy each and every week.
The third vehicle, another 7 cu. yard Karrier Bantam, was
emplcyved con collection of waste paper from shop and
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commercial premises ¢n one day each week, and for the
remainder of the wesk was usad to empty cesspools and
pails, towing a trailer mounted 3” mud pump discharging
into a 300 gallon tank fitted inside the wvehicle. The S
and D Freighter had been in daily use since 1948, was
rapidly approaching tae end of its useful life and had
become uneccnomic to maintain. Similarly the older of
the two Bantams was approaching the time for replace-
ment.

Early in the year a detailed report on public clean-
sing transport was submitted to the Council, the oppor-
tunity being taken to consider the purchase of a com-
bined gully/cesspocl emptier which would empty cess-
pools much more speedily than the existing equipment
and would be available for cleansing street gullies and
undertake the disposal of sludge from the sewage works
without any increase in the labour force. Trials with
vehicles kindly loaned by the manufacturers were quite
successful, and the Council subsequently approved the
purchsse of an 18 cubic yard rear leading Karrier Dual
Tip for refuse collection dutizz and a 1,000 gallon com-
bined gully/cesspocl emptier. The new refuse collzction
vehicle was delivered late in 1930 and the new gully/
cesspecol emptier arrived early in 1961—both veahicles are
now cperaling quite satisfactorily.

Tha collzcticn and disposal of refuse is a service
of vital public health importance, a weekly collection
was maintained throughout the y2ar and the almost com-
plete absence of cemplaints from the publie pays tribute
to the efficiency and devotion to duty of the workmen
who perferm this far from pleasant task The remowval
of refuse from our homes presents problems which this
age of mechanisation and automation has done very little
to reduce. Admittedly, we now have morz hygienic gal-
vanised dustbins for storagsz purposes in place of a var-
iety of cpen containers, new refuse collection vehicles ars
a vast improvement on open horsedrawn carts; buf, the
basic pattern remains of storing refuse at the housa;
emptying the container into a vehicle in the roadway and
then conveying it for final disposal. Some local authori-
ties are experimenting with expendable paper sacks in
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piace of dustbins, thus saving a journey in returning
empty dustbins from the roadway, but refuse collection
and disposal is a costly and not very pleasant duty es-
pecially in mining areas where the ash content is higher
than normal. There are of course devices which by
grinaing waste material allow it to he disposed of down
the sink, but these are not the whele answer in this
type of area. One day we may have a much better
system but the solution appears te be a long way off,
and for the present this rather dirty and far from glam-
curcus job must bz carried out. The average cost of
refuse collecticn and disposal is 19/11id. per house per
year, which is money well spent considering the amount
mast of us pay for cigarettas each week.

No undue labour difficulliess were experienced dur-
ing the year and the men engaged on public cleansing
continued to receive a plus rate of 3id. per hour. This
plus rate was introduced a number of years ago at a
time of acute labour difficulties and without it, it is
very acubtful whether the sarvice would be able to rs-
cruit or retain dzcent woerkmen. An ever increasing
number of local authorities have been forcaed to introduce
collecticn and salvage bonus schemes to attract suitable
wcikmen, but these invelve inereased clerical and admin-
istrative work and are not very easy to apply in smal-
ler areas where workmen cannot always bz employed on
the same work all the time.

The disposal ef all refuse is now undertaken in a
disused portion of the clay pit at the New Byron Brick
Company's works just outside the boundary of the Urban
District A new long term agreement was negotiated
with the new owners of the brickworks and they alsa
agreed to sludge from the Bolsover Sewage Works be-
ing disposed of with the refuse. Thers is ample tipping
space for very many years and disposal of refuse should
present no difficulties in the foresceable future.

The Council provide a free servics, except in one
special case, for the emptying of pails and cesspools, and
the contents are disposed of into suitable manholes near
the varicus sewage works. In recent years there has
been some reduction in th2 number of pail closets -but




there has been a greater increase in the number of cess-
pocls to be emptied. Nowadays all householders desire
the benefits of modern sanitation and amenities and an
increasing number of isolated cottages now have larger
cesspocls to empty. There have also been cases of new
development beyond the town's public sewers and these
add to work to be done. The use of the new 1,000 gal-
lon machine has been of great benefit and enables this
work to be carried out in only a little over. half the
time required by the old equipment.

Salvage

(Referring to the financial year ended 31st
March, 1961)

Sales from the 1st April, 1950 to the 31st March, 1961,
were as follows:—

Tons Cwts Qrs L o o
Waste paper and

cardboard .. 145 16 3 119218 4
Textiles 1 1] 3 10 7 6
Scrap metals 7 14 3 58 10 O
Loose tins we 10 19 2 3 2 6

174 10 3 1204 18 4

Compared with the previous year, the amount sold
rose by over 30 tons and the income was £100 greater.
No difficulty was experienced in disposing of waste paper
and the Council’s contract with the Board Mills was re-
newed for a further five years. A report was presented
to the Council on the cramped and very unsatisfactory
arrangements for the storing and baling of waste paper
and cardboard. If new premises of adequate size and
incorporating a powered baling press were brought into
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