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VITAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS
Live Births.—
Total Males Females
Le:ilinste 1E5 62 93¢ Sirth-rate per 1,000 of
Ilegitimate 6 - S 3{ population 17.5 (crude)
Corrected birth rate 18.0.
j Rate per 1,000 total
Sill Births 7 5 { {Iivg and s!il) births,
85.0.

DEATHS
Total Males Females
Death-rate per 1,000 of
20 53 37! the estimated resident
population 8.0 (crade).
Death ratz corrected by comparability factor 9.4.

Ther2 have not bezn any deaths from puerperal Sepsis or
other puerperal causes.

The improvement in the nutrition of expectant mothers un-
coubtedly lowers the incidznca of still births, which is highest
tn ke frst child.

Five per cent of all births are premature. It is found that
thesz births are more frequent if the mother works during tho
last five months of pregnancy, this is especially so with older
WOMmen.

DEATH RATE OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE.

All infanis per 1,000 live births : . &1.0
Legitimate infants per 1,000 1r=glt1mate lwe b:rth-s vie 20
lllzgitimate infanis per lﬂﬂl} illegitimate live births ... 50.0

In a survey of 20,000 infants at Toronto in Canada it was
found that 37.4%0f the breast fad had an ijllness during the
firs: nine months of lif2, while 63.6% of artificially fed had
teen ill during the samz period. There is no doubt that
breast milk i3 the ideal diet for babjes.

DEATHS FROM:—

Mezsles (all ages) o e e S s
Whooping Cough (all agbsj Sway o0y s v =


















The following is a bacteriological analysis:— (
Temperature on arrival ... . ... ... .. 149C

No. of Colonies per ml. developing
on Agar in:—
3 days at 22-C. e 0
48 hours at 37¢cC. S S

B. Coli Test (MacConkey's Bile Salt Laxtose Broth)
Probable number of coliformn organisms
per 100 ml. e

Free Chlorine paris per million ... .. TIONE

Remarks—All satisfactory.

CLOSET CONVEESIONS

Sinca the completion of the disposal works at Whaley
Village, 7 pail closet and 1 privy midden in the village have
besn coaver.ed into water-closats, and 1 pail closzt in Castle
Lane was also converied into a water closet, making a total
of 9 conversions.

By the completion of the Whaley Village works the sanita-
tion of this village and the condjtion of the stpzam telow
have been greatly improved.

There are 3117 houses in the district and apart from the
number outlined below zll are on the water carriage system.

Pail closets and Elsan Closets 69
Privies A 8
Cesspools L gy L (i sl

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

During the year the pumps were insig/led at Carr Valx
Works and the sewage from this area is now pumped to the
main Bolsover Works.

A small sewage works at Whaley Village was also complet-
ed and the nuisance and danger to health arising from 12
houses draining to casspools causing them to ovarflow direct
into the s'ream has at last been abated.

Complainis have been received by the Health Department
of a nuisance arising in Moor Lane due to flooding by sewage

11



of houszs and bungalows, and their gardens, situated on the
south sice of th2 lanz; thesz houscs lying lower than thoce
built cn the opposile sideé of the road. The main postpwar
housing devzlopment of the Council has been' carried out in the
Moor Lzne arza and the main sawer from th2 nsw estady joins
the 9" sawer in Moor Lane at the junction with Mcottficld
Avenug. As all the houses arz on the combined system of
drainage, the sewer along Moor Lane becomes overloaded after
moderale rainfall, sometimes flooding the carriageway for a
disiance of approximataly 300 yards and in cartain jnstances
penairating under the floors of the more low lying housss and
flocding the gasrdens with facal malter.

In my cpinion the nuisanc2 is a very serjous one and as it
is prozoced {o commance next year further mining of eoal in
this erea a very dangerous situation may arise unless some-
thinz is done to deal with the exira sewage.

The Councl sr: giving this matler much atieatidn and
have co:ssidepad 4 scheme for redraining th2 whole of the
Mccr Lane arca to a mew disposal works. The subsidence
which will follow the mining of coal from under this part f
the disiriet could wery seriously affect tha drainaze of the
whole Moor Lan2 arpza, and it is most imgpfctant that stoos
ke taken to pravent any dangar to public health.

Swabs suspzndad in the 9" sewer at the junction with Moor-
ficld Avenue have beazn s2nt for bacterial examination for ty-
phoid bu!, fortunately, ail tha tesis so far taken have been
negative.

HOUSING
During the year 96 housas were completad, 89 by the local
avinority and 7 by private enterprise. As already stated in
the przface the housing situation js jmproving and the number
of persons living under overcrowded conditions, and in rooms
is becoming less, allhough there is stjll a long way to go be-
fcr2 the back of the problem is broken.

The plight of somz of the unforiunate pzople who are com-
pelied to live in substandard houses is tragic, and it is desir-
able that a modified slum clearance may be started as soon
as fresh houses are available.

FACTORIES ACTS, 1957 and 1948

Visits are paid regularly to the factorizs in the distrjct, and
conditions generally were found to be satisfactory.
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ANNUAL REPORT

OoF THE
SANITARY INSPECTOR AND CLEANSING
SUPERINTENDEMNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31sT DECEMBER, 1952

To the Chaifman and Mambers of the
Publ.c Hezalth Committee.

Mr Chezirman, Ladies and Gantlemen,

I have the honour to present for vour consideration the
Annual Repcr. for the year 1952.

For tke szcond successive year thara was a 5006 increas:
in tte number of houses built by the local authority for letting
{0 t:nanis, and the rehousing of fainilies living in rcoms pro-
ceeded al a greater pace than in any previous year. There
still remains a consideratle number of young married couples,
with small ehil r:n, living in rooms, often under unhappy and
overerowdad conditions, and the building of new houses contin-
ues to be onz of the most prassing responzfbilitizs of e
Council.

The old and insanitary houses in the district continue to
be cccupied bui I ccnfidently hope that an ordarly clearance
of meny of thes® wora out dwallings will be commenced with-
in the naxt twalve or 2ighteen months.

The raport contains a plea for the improvement or modern-
isation of the better type middle-aged housas, providing hot
wa'er, bathroom, internal water closet and other amenities.
Thesz houses must of necessity ramain in occupation for very
many years and the provision of modern services would be
welcomad by the tenants and would improve the general stand-
ard of housing throughout the district. Th2 solving of our
national housing problem cannot bz achieved by the building
of new houses alone and increased attention ought to be paid
io mek'ny our older hous:s more comfortable.

18
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A welcome irend during the year was the reduction in the
selling price of clier houses, but unfortunately the cost of
building new housas showed no similar tendency. It js of
vital importance to the health and welibeing of the pzople in
this couniry that building costs should be kept as low as poss-
ibl2 gnd that th: woriing man sh. uld b2 ablz to afford to live
in a modern, well serviced house.

During 1952 the Whaley Village sewerage scheme was
compleiad 'and chsolete clocets at thosz houses servied by the
new sewer and disposal works were replaced by water closets.
It wes pleasing to -2z th2 closing of th2 oll c2sspocl: in ke
village as they had besn a most frequent source of trouble.

The report outlines the increasad attzntion given to rodant
conirol measuras during 1952 and the more satisfactory resulls
ach.eved by using a rew rodenticide.

The n2w cesspocl emplying equipment brought into use
in July 1951 continued to opcrate mos; efficiently and provided
muech pleasan'er working conditions for the men undertaking
this duty.

I should like to takz this oportunity of paying tribute to
the help and encouragemoant that I have received from the
Chairman &nd Membars of the Public Health Committee. |
am also greatly indebted to my Colleagues in the other de-
periments for their co-operation and assistance.

I am, Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gantlemen,.

Your obediant servant,

JOHN F. H. WALTON.

Sanitary Inspector and
Cleansing Supzrintendent.

Saerwocd Lodge, Bolsover.
Apr.l, 1353.
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the eventual rate of completion will be far higher than anything
praviousiy achieved.

Repor's for recent years have emphasised the mealancholy
plight ef families living in old and worn out houses amid
sheér.ng accommodation as subtenants. The increased num-
ber of hous2s buill during 1952 cast a ray of light on this
dismal picture and brought fresh hope to many families, 2sgac-
ially to thess living in rooms. Practically all new housss
cracied were let to subtenants and very littla progress wap
made with the reheousing of families living in old and insaritary
houses.

The policy of keeping old houses in occupatjon for as long
25 poisible has enabled sieady progress to be made in rehous-
ing overcrowced and sublenant familizs, but I have long held
the view that many of the families living in unfit dwelljngs
resice under worse condjlions than many of the subtenants
in modern housas.

During 1952 a survey was carricd out of the most insan-
itery dwellings in the district and the houses were classified in
an crder of priority for clearance. These worn out houses
have long passed their useful life and are now in zdvanczd
stages of disrzpair; they possess few, if any, of the amenitias
and conveniences which are essential to a decent and healthy
life and ther continued occupation must have a deljlzriouns
effect on the health and happiness of the unforiunate families
who &r2 compelled to reside in them.

I entertain the hope that orderly clearance of many of
thes2 insanitary houses may be commenced in the not (oo
disiant futurz when the Castle Estate houses bacome availablo.
Most of the old housass arz in the' middle of tha towr and a
programme of clearance would allow a certain amount of plan-
ned radevelcpment in the town centre to be undertaken.

Every effort is still being made to keep these dwalings
reascnably weatherproof and as comfortable as possible, but
whenever a lenant is rehousad und2r the normal letting pro-
gramme, the cpportunity is taken to deal with the house undasr
the provisicn of Saction 11 or 12 of the Housing Act of 1936.
Three such cases were dealt with in 1952. Willow Farm,
Woodhcuse Lan2, Bolsover was the subject of a Demolition
Order and undertakings not to let were accepted in respact of
27 and 29 High Sirest, Bolsover. An official representatjon in
respect of a further house, 11 Cotton Street, Bolsover, was
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submitted, but amction in respect of this house did not take
place un!ii early 1953.

No. 2 Ces!le Lan2, Bolsover which was the subject of an
under:aking during 1351 was thoroughly repaired and modern-
ised and the undertaking was cancelled in May, 1952. The
repair and modzrpisalion of another house, No. 71 High
Sirezt, Bolsover was commenced during 1352 but the work
had no! bean completed by the endi of the year and tho under-
taking remained in force.

A considerable volume of repair work to dwelling houses
was undecr.aken during the y2ar but it was again noticeable
that meny own:rs limited maintenanc: work to the earrying
out of absolutely =ssential npairs. It is most vital in the
national inter:zsis that our middic aged houses should noi be
allowed to fzll into disrapair prematurely, and it jS most de-
srable, indeed 2ssenlial, that many of the better type houses
be modernised. With the best possible progress in the build-
ing of new houses, most of the families in thi district, and
indead throughout the country, must for many years coatinue
to occupy housss which were built 33, 40, 50 or mors years
ago and which, though they may be soundly construeted and
in good gencral repair, lack the amcnities and convenjences of
a modern house. N b

The Housing Act of 1949 contained ceriain far sighted pro-
visions relating to grant aided improvement of mjddle aged
houses, but unfertunately this Act has not captured the public
imaginalion as one would have wished. It was born at a
time of strict control over civil building and jis succes;; has
not keea helped by the conlroversial rent restriction question
coupled with the high cost of buiiding; jndead it has been
descrited as “stillborn” and “premature”.

Many owners of property maintain they are no longer in a
position to provide the capjtal required for improvement of
the:r housas and there is a need to clarify the rent pestriction
legislation. The owneér who maintains hjs property in gocd
genzral repaivr should not be preveated from performing this
essential duty by ever increasing building costs without any
compensating increase in rents; but the owner who ha
allowed his property to fall into disrepair by reason of jnad-
equale maintzpance deserves no sympathy and should receive
no benefit until his houses have been adequately rspaired.

I am convinced that the improvement of many of our mid-
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A% aged houses will eventually form a vital part of the hous-
ing programme of this country. The provision of adequate
hot water supply, bathroom, and internal water closet in
many o©i tha housas in this district would be comparatively
simpl2 and I am ccriain that the tenants of such houses would
willingly pay an incr2ased nent for these additional home com-
fcris.

Much remains o bes done before we reach the ultimate
goal of a cdecent and healthy house for every family, but the
threz essentials of an orderly housing programme which
should be vigcrously pursued are:—

(1) The coniinued building of new houses.

(2) The improvement or modernisation of those houses
capabie of being brought up to the accepted stand-
' ard, and

(3) The clecrance of old and unfit houses.

CAREAVANS AND MOVERELE DWELLINGS

Curing 1352 there was again an increase in the number of
caravans used for human habitation.

A special fealur2 of the year was the decision of the Coun-
cil 1o provide a propcrly serviced munijcipal site for caravans.
A privaiely owned site containjng six caravans and not oro-
viged with satisfactcry sanitary arrangements was situated on
a per. of the propos2d Castle Estate housing site, and the
Council dcsred to provide a sujtable alternative site for these
caraven dwellers and 1o cater for the neads of certain other
ceravan owners living on indjvidual and unservicad sites.
Szvoral meatings werz held with the owners and occupiars of
ceravans and they were kept fully informed of the Council's
plans. It was eventually decided to develop a site on a com-
plet2d and soilad down poriion of the Limekjln Fjelds refuse
tip, rroviding a water clesat for each caravan, washing facil-
ities and other essential services.

ine pians for thi> munjcipal stz were formulated towards
the end of the ye:r and no actual davelopment took place in
1952.

It was interasting to find that several of the caravan
dwellers, especially childlzss couples in modarn caravans, werg
remarkably comforiable and had Littlz or no desirz to live in
a house. One wonders what might be the eventual reaction
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bacteriologica: examination and all were found to be fit for
drinking purposes.

PREMISES USED FOR THE PREPARATION OR SALE OF
FOOD

During 1952, 281 vyisits were pajd to premjses used for
the preparation of food and 337 to shops, stalls, etc.used for
the sale of articles of food.

32 premisas were used for the preparation of food, in-
ciuding 2 bakehouses and 10 fish frying establishments.

The year 1952 saw the continuanes of the public awaken-
ing 1o the danger of food poisoning which can occur through
uncleanly methods of food production and handling. The
chanzing habi's of the community towards communal fsading
in restaurants, school feading centres and works cantesns
have greatly increased the possibility of wjdespread illness.
Once again, not a single case of food poisoning was reported
but the possible danger has not beesn ignorad. Thes mainten-
ance cf our record of freedom from food poisoning must ke
zealously preserved and no efforts must be spared to continual-
ly improve the standard of personal and kitchen hygiene in
catering establishments.

The preparation of food in large quantities gives rise to
ceriain difficulties and practices which tend to encouraga bac-
terial multiplication. The practice of inilial cooking of meat
dishes, possibly cn ths previous daay, slow cooking, storage
at room temperature and inadequate reheating are potentially
dangzrous. In all cases where preparation takes place some
time before the food is to be consumad, rapid cooling, refriz-
eration and adequate reheating should be carriead out. One
wonders whether the introduction of pressure cooking could,
by the rssultant saving in time, overcome the difficulty and
allow fcod {0 be prepared immediately before it is to be serv-
ed. 1 have no doubt that cooking just prior to consumption
would do much to reduce the incidence of food poisoning.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES BND KNACKER'S YARD

Therz are five licensed slaughterhouses within the Urban
Dis'rict and in all five cases ljeences were renewed for one
year.
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district, 12 being wholesale producers and 6 retailing their
product locally. Of the 18 dairy farmers, 5 were producing
Tubzrculin Tesied milk, two of them petailing their product
locally.

THE MILK AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS, 1949.

THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (RAW MILK) REGU-
. LATIONS, 1949 AND 1950. -

THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (PASTEURISED AND
STERILISED MILK) REGULATIONS, 1349 AND 1930.

The rogisirations and licences granted as at 31st Decemtber,
1952 wer2 as follows:—

Regzis'ered distributors of milk 15
Licensad dealers in Tuberculin Tesied milk 10
Licenszd dealers in Pasicurised milk ... 10
Licensed dealers in Slerilised milk 7

Supplementary licences to deal in Pasteurised milk and
Tuberculin Tesled /milk were granted to a local Co-oparative
Society.

~ The s'eady decline in the number of dairy farmers and,
milk disiributors cenlinued during 1952. The remarkable change
which has taken place may bz judged from the fact that 20
yeers ago practically every dairy farmer retailed’ his milk local-
ly; row only 6 fzrmers, one third of the total milk producers;
retail milk locally and two of these farmers produce and retail
tuberculin tested milk.

The vast majcrity of the families in this district now pur-
chasz pasieur.sed milk and the amount of raw milk consumed
continues to decline.

‘During 1952 proceadings under the Food and Drugs Act of
1838 werz successfully taken against a dajry company in re-
spect cf the supply of milk in a particularly dirty bottle.

The ultimate responsibility for the cleanliness of milk
bottles musi be borne by the dairy, but the general public
cculd greatly assist by promptly returning empty bottles and
ensuring that they are not used for other purposes. The very
latest mechanical botlle washers are quite incapablz of clean-
ing and slerilising some of the filthy bottles which have been
lying aboul in houses and back yards for saveral weeks and
even months.
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The results for individual manufaciurers were a9 follows:—
Grade1 Grade2 Grade3 Graded4 Total

Manufacturer A. 4 1 - —_— 5
Manufacturar B. 8 1 —_ — 9
Manufacturen C. 4 - — — 4

SWIMMING BATHS

10 samples of swimming bath watcr were taken during the
year from the Public Baths in Casile Lane, Bolsover, samplzs
being faken from the inlet and outlet ends of tha bath.

~ The Bac'ericlogist reported on the samplzs that the filira-
tion and chlorination procsss was highly satjsfactory at the
time when the samples wera taksn, as also was the hygiznic
quality of the water supplied to the swimming bath.

SHOES BCT, 1950

73 visils werz paid to premijses regarding closing hours,
sanitary conveniences and the empliyment of young persons.

PETROLEUM LICENSING.

33 inspections wcre made oi premises used for the stor-
age of pelroleum spirit.

At the end of 1952, 21 licences were in force.

RODENT CONTROL

During 1952 the Clerk in the Public Health Department
attended an approved course of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries and thereafter it was possible to pay much
greater attention to rodent control. A systematic survey of
the whole of the disirict was commenced and by the end of
the year 1,027 properties had been inspected and 52 infested
properties had been treated.

A feature of the year was the use of the new rodanti-
cide—Warfarin, and i!s advantage over previous control meas-
urss was quickly appraciated. Warfarin causes no “bait shy-
ness” cr “poison prejudice” and continuous protection agaipnst
re-infestation is now possible. Permanent bajting poinis were
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tory; 14 of the houses being drained to an obsolete seitlempnt
tank and filter.

It is felt that th> provision of a new sewer and small
disposal werks, or pumping station 10 th2 oxisting sewer, to
ca:er for most, if not all, of the houses would allow consid-
erabl? improvement in the drainage arrangements in thjs pari
of the district.

The suggsstions embodied in the report were acczpted in
principle by the Council and the Surveyor was instructed to
preper2 a more celailed enginzering repori.

A p&l closet at No. 2 Castl: Lane was repliced by a
wa'er clcszl early in 1952, the hous: Leing compl:tely repaired,
and medzraisad following action under Seetion 11 of the
Hous'ng Act of 1835. The Council contributzd 50% of the
cos! of the conversion.

The majority of the remaining houses in tha district not
servad by public sswers are isolated cottages, farms, eic.,
often situated in mosi inaccessible and widely scaiterad pos-
iticns.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

The manufaciurz of smokeless coal by the low temper-
aturz carbonisation procsss is exiensjvely undertaksn in this
disirict, but the process is nct so smokeless as one would
desire.

The Council suppor: the aims of the National Smoke Abate-
ment Society and it is pleasing to report that during 1252 a
membcr of this Authority, Councillor S. Jennings, was elected
Chairman of the East Midlands Division of tha Socisty.

. The impcriance of atmospheric polution was dramatically
demons.rated to the peopls of this country during Decambter
1952. 4,000 additional deaths cecvrred in the London area
following 4 days of densz fog, animals exhibijted at the Smith-
field Show died cr were slaughtered on velerinary adviuz
and colossal dislocation and economie upset resulied. One
wonders whather the seriousness of this disaster was fully
apprezeiaied for one of the most sinister feaiures of smoke
fog is the wvery way in which it jnduces an attilude of
apathetic accaplance.

" Tkerz is an urgsnt nesd of a national enquiry into the
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| should like, again, to pay tribute to the loyalty and co-
operation of the public cleansing staff. The men perform a
public health duty of the first importanee, for which they re-
ceive lilt'e recoznilion and only low financial reward.
Refusz Collection.

The s:rvice operaled smoothly and efficiently throughout
the whelz yesr and a wezkly collection was maintained.
Refuse Disposal. :

All refuse colizc'ed was disposed of by controlled tipping
at the following tips:—

New Byren Brick Works. Limekiln Fields.
New Bolsover.

i

Most of the rofuse collected has beazn disposed of at the
Limekiln Fielcs tjp and th's (ip i3 approaching complation.

Durng the year the tractor fitied with an earthmover
blade was used for levelling and spreading soil on the com-
ple.ed portion of the Limekiln Fields tip.

SALVAGE
(Referring 1o the financjal year ended 31st March, 1953).

The weas.2 paper markat remainad in a rather uncettiad posilion
throughout the year, prices continued to fall, stocks accumu-
lated ai board mills and local authorilizs were asked to restrict
the quantily ¢f pap:cr despatched to the mills.’

Was’e paper collection continued and almost 79 tons were
sold, this being slightly less than last year's total, but the
profit from paper salvage was much lower, being almost
£200, cr the equivalent of a 1d rate product.

The werkmen's bonus scheme remained in operalion but
was modified slightly {rom the 1st October, 1352 following
the readuction in selling price; the amount earnsd by the men
dur:nz the financial year was £63-15-10.

Serregation of tins at one of the tlips was continued during
the year, an allowance of 30/- per ton being paid by the Joint
Scrap Survey District Committee.
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