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with, but ii is though{ that eventually the Council will have
to give serious consideration to the commencement of a
modified slum clearance programme at the axpense of re-
housing sub-tenants. I feel that there are many families now
living in separaic houses under more unsatisfactory conditions
than families who are living as sub-tenants in reasonably fit
houces.

The provision of new houses in every increasing numbers
remains paramount and it is to be hoped that the defence
programme on which the country is now engaged will
not reduce the number, or lead to a marked reduction in the
standard’ of new houses

A considerabie voluine of repair work to dwelling houses
was carried outl during the year, but it was noticeable that
incicase] pressure had to be brought to bear on several
cwners before the work was undertaken and this is reflected
in the inereascd number of statutory notices served.

[ hesitate tv enter the field of political controversy, but
feel that I must make some reference to the continuing in-
crease in the cosi of labour and materials for repair work
aud the contro] of rents at their pre-war level. It has been re-
liably estimated that hcuse maini{enance costs ar@ now nearly
three times as great as in 1939 and are continuing to rise,
with the cbvious resuli that property owners are becoming more
reluctant to incur expenditure on repairs in visw of the fact
that there has been no compensating increase in rents. It is
appreciated that there always has beesn a class of propertv
owner who refuses to maintain his houses in a reasomabiz
condition, but the enlightened and conscientious landlord who
always has endeavoured to do justice to his properly and to
his tenants is now being compelled to reduce the amount of
repair work which he can undertake at the present rent level.
It is impossible to ignore this factor as it will result ijn an ever
increasing number of dwellings falling into disrepair; such
would be a disastrous consequence in view of the present
housing shortage and the high cost of building new houses.

There is an urgent need to solve this particular problem
and I am convinced that it is not beyond the inzenuity wif
our legislators to produce a scheme that would alford sat-
isfaction and justice both to the owner of the property and
to the tenant. It could be, and should be, a strict principle
of any scheme for increasing rents that the property is kept
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PREMISES USED FOR THE PREPARATION OR SALE OF
FOOD

At the present time public opinion is very active in the
field of food hygiene and this interest is welcomed most en-
thusiastically.

Compared with 1949, more than twice as many visits were
paid to premises used for the preparation or sale of food.
Of the total of 473 visits, 255 were to preparing premises
and 218 to food shops and market stalls, etc.

33 premises were used for the preparation of food, includ-
ing 2 bakehouses and 11 fish frying establishments.

The byelaws made by the Council under the provisions of
Section 15 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938 came into oper-
ation on the 28th August, 1950 and subsequently a copy was
supplied to every food establishment in the district. Every
effort was made to encourage cleanly conditions and practices
in food premises and particular reference was made to the
importance of personal hygiene among food handlers. At
the end of the year consideration was being given to the
staging of a small exhibition devoted to the educational aspect
of food hygiene.

The vast majority of food premises in the district consista
of small businesses and personal contact with the proprietors
and employees at the time of inspection affords an opportuni-
ity of suggesting improvementis in the handling and prepara-
tion of food.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND KNACKER'S YARD

There are five licensed slaughtierhouses within the Urban
District and in all five cases licences were renewed for one
year.

None is in use ai the present time except for the private
slaughtering of pigs.

32 visits of inspection were pajd to the Knacker's Yard.
The business was conducted in a satisfactory manner and
records were kept as required by the Council’s byelaws.
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The* results for individual manufacturers were as follows:
Grade | Grade 2 Grade 3 Total

Mszanufacturer A L 1 2 5
Manufacturer B 5 2 — 7
Manufacturer C 9 1 — 10

During 1950 reports were recejved in respect of five
samples submitted by the County Sampling Officer to the
County Analyst for fai determination. The results were as
follows :— )

2.6% 3.3% 6.2 950 and 9.69.

It is gralifying to note that the Food Standards Committee
of the Ministry of Food have recommended the establishment
of an interim standard of composition for ice cream. The
recommended standard being 5% fat. 100 sugar and 7iuw
milk sclids other than fat, this representing a considerable im-
provement on the previous unofficial standard of 21w fat.

The deseription “ice cream”™ should be rostricted to a
dairy preparation containing a high proportion of milk solids
and it is to be hoped that this ideal will be reached before
very long.

SWIMMING BATHS

Four samples of swimming bath water were taken during
ithe year from the Public Baths in New Station Road. Bacter-
iological examination at the Public Health Laboratory, Derby
showed three of the samples to be suitable for bathing pur-
poses.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, INNS, ETC.

Five cases of defective and unsuitable sanitary accommo-
dation were reported lasl year. In each case the necessary
works of improvement were completed during 1950.

SHOPS ACT 1950

34 visits were paid to various shop premises regarding
sanitary conveniences and the employment of young persons.
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During the year 7 pail closets were replaced by water
closets and 2 privies were converted into pail closets. The
Council contributed to the cost in the case of five of the
conversions, the other two houses being drained to a cesspool.

The replacements undertaken at joint expense were at
Nos. 18 and 20 Eimton Lane and Nos. 22, 24 and 26 Mill
Lane, the latter conversions being rendered possible by the
recent laying of a new sewer from Oxcroft Lane to Mill Lane.

A scheme has now been prepared for the improvement of
the exisling sewage disposal works at Whaley Common and on
completion it will be possible to carry out conversion of 28
“pail closets serving the houses and the Community Centre.
A further scheme has been prepared for the provision of
sewers and sewage disposal works ati Whaley village and
pail closets and privies serving many of the houses will be
replaced and several cesspools abolished.

The Whaley schemes should effect a very welcome im-
provement, especially as the cesspools in, the village, having
been constructed many years ago beford the provision of
main water supply to the houses, are now quite inadequate
in capacity and a frequent source of trouble.

PUBLIC CLEARNSING SERVICE

LABOUR AND TRANSPORT.

10 men were empioyed on refuse collection and disposal,
and on emptying of pail closets, privies and cesspools.

Pail closets were emptied twice weekly.

Privies were cleansed every six weeks.

Cesspools were emptied weekly or fortnightly, as re-
quired, except in the case of one cesspool at Whaley village:

which was emptied three times per week in an attempt to
prevent overflow into a nearby stream.

The vehicles used comprised:—

1 12 cu. yd. Shelvoke and Drewry Freighter.
1 7 cu. yd. Karrier Bantam.

1 Fordson tractor and trailer drawn tank for cesspool
empiying. :
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most efficient and economical manner and throughout the
whole year a weekly collection was maintained. A weekly
collection is essentia! in this district if we are to avod over-
flow of dustbins and consequent delay occasioned by shovel-
ling up the surplus refuse. '

REFUSE DISPOSAL

All refuse collected was disposed of by controlled tipping
at the following tips:—

New Byron Brick Works. Limekiln Fields.
Shutilewnod.

Refuse from Carr Vale continued to be disposed of at the
New Byron Brick Works.

In September, 1949, tipping of refuse from the remainder
of the district was concentrated at Shuttlewood to enable this
tip 10 be more quickly filled due to its close proximity to
several dwelling houses. This policy was continued last year
and the Shuttiewood tip was completed and soiled in May,
1950 and has now been returned to the owner.

Tipping was commenced at Shuttlewood in 1921 and the
work carried oui has transformed a derelict and dangerous
clay pit site intc a useful field.

Since the completion of Shuttlewood tip, disposal of refuse
has been concentrated al Limekiln Fields. This tip is ap-
proaching completion and is to be made into a playing field
to extend the area already provided. 1,450 tons of good top
soil for covering purposes were transported during the year
from the Council's Moor Lane housing site to Limekiln Fields
tip. This soil should gc a long way towards covering the
whelz of the tip. .

The New Bolsover tip will again be brought into use
when the Limekiln Fields operations have been completed.

SALVAGE
(Referring to the financial year ended' 31st March, 1951).

It will be recalled that in Septembper, 1949 the Council
discontinued salvage of waste paper and cardboard due to
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