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Fuiliec Hoalth fepartment,
Town Hall,
BOGHOR REGIS.

Avgust, 1945,
To the Chairman and Mombers of the Public Health Committes.

Mr. Chairman and Gertlemen;

- I have the homour to present my armmal report on tho hoalth of Fogner Regis
for the yoar 1944. This report 1s an interim one ¢nly in view of the presamt
conditions ind the neod for strict econamy in the usé of paper. The present report
is, therefore, dofinitely confined to essential and wgont matters which have
affected the health of tho town during the year.

It will be appreciated that ndoeasary ﬁfrangammﬂ hovo, of coursa, bean
made for the presorvation cf all essenticl records, se that afte. the [rasent
emergoncy & full repcrt can be made dealing with the perdod ever which only
curtailed reports have boon made. -

The lealth of the town during 1944 has beep maintained ot its high standard,
which 1s wery gratifying, s: it had been folt that the special eireumstances
daring the wur period might sericusly affect hoaith condltions.

It Is vory ovident thut the mutritiomal state ef the ropulation has been
maintained Tho Ministry of Food, in comswlitation w th the Ministry of Health
have undoubtedly made wise provision as regards tie additionanl protective foods
supplied, especially for expectant and nursing mother: and yourg children,

The schome of the Miristry of Edusation for rchosl meals ond milk has proved
itself a wise and effoective schems, and this has laid the foundotion for a much
wider extension of the prevision of the necossities of life among the less favoured
members of the community, . ° i e

HEALTH STATISTICS.

» - For the first tims since 1941 it-is now permissible to include the
Registrar Gonoralis os . imated eivilian pepulution, which is, for 1944, 21,5680
68 compared with the 1939 population of 22,650,

It will be appreciated that the statistics supplied by the Registror
Goneral, although zemputed as aceuratoly 23 poss.ble, must bo sccepted with
some roservation bocause of the moving populatica during the wer period,
but they are as reliablo as can bo ascertnined. Therefere, in eonsidering
the points which are brought to your noticvo, i* must be under=bood that
the rate: per loon pepuiation ‘are not quite as accwate ns in Pre=-war days.

.. It rhould also bo understood that, in o town with a smal]l population,
the sligitest variction, as shown in births and deaths, ete,, will affeoet
any ealoulation of ratus to 4 considerable extent.

1. BIRTHS AND BIRTH RATE:

There has boon a slight inerease in births from 387 in 1943 to
384 in 1944 whuieh, however, in view of a populotion change, shows &
rate of 18.4 for 1544 as compared with 19.4 for 1943, per thousand
population, aad a: compared with 17.6 for 1944 for Erglard and Males,
which is comparably quite satisfactory.

It will bte 'notod that there is & mtural incrense in population,
- the difference botween births and deaths, of 65 (394 mims 329).
The illegitimates for 1944 were 67 and, ror 1845, 51,
JEATHS AN 1E/TH RATES: - : }

There wos o slight docrease in doatis from 3535 in 1943 to 329 in
1844, which latter shows & rate of 15.4 per thousand as compared with
11.6 for England and Wales. The Registrar General has not, howovar,




" resumed the issuc of comparability factors .and this must be borne in
mind.

(a) IEATH RATE FROM ALL FCRM3 OF TUBER(OULOSIS:

Thore was o alight decrocse in the doaths which were 12 in
1944 and 15 in 1943, Tho 1944 rate is (.562 per thousand as
compared with 0,782 per thousand in 1945, and as compared with
0.627 por thousand for Englond and Wales (1944),

(b) MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE:

. It ia pleasing to ke oble to report that there wore no
deaths in 1944 from disenses and nceldents of pregnancy and
childbirth,

(o) INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE:

" There wore 13 denths in 1544 and 21 in 1943, which shows o
rate of 33 in 1944 as comparod with 64,3 in 1943 and as compared
with 46 for England and Wales (1944).

(d) CANCER TIEATHS AND [DEATH RATE:

Thore has been 2 decreaso in the mmbar of deaths from
cancer , which wore 56 in 1944 and 62 in 1943 with rotea of 2.8582
and §.11 respectively.

It would now appear that provision for the early dlagnosis
and treatment of camser will form an integral and moast valuable
port of the propesed co-ordimated hospital sorvice as outlined
in the Govermment's White-papor.

5. COFIROL OF INFECTICGUS AND OTHER TISEASES:

Quite conmtrory to expectotions, thore have boon mo serious epidemlios
which might hawe boon antielpotod because of the blg movement of troops
and ¢vacueas. There has, however, been an inerenae in the mmber of
notificotions, from 343 ensoa in 1943 to 643 coses in 1944,

" It will be notod that therc were only 5 cnses of diphtheria (s
compared with 10 in 1945) and no deaths, and as far os it oan be aseer-
todned, none of these eases had been artifieially immmunised.

Thers were the usual fluctuations in some types of infootious

digoase. For instance, there wes on increase in whooping cough from
31 eonges in 1943 to 151 ecoses in 1944,

Monsles showed an increcse from 219 coseas in 1943 to 403 cnses
in 1944,

_ A vory large deoroaso in searlet fover occurred, from 80 cases in
1943 to 25 cases in 1944,

Thoro were 33 onses of dysombery in 1944 all of which were of the
mild type. Im the previous yoor, thero wore none.

4, ITFHTHERIA IMMONISATION:

The recordes for diphtheris immumisation in the towm are shown on
o subsoquont page, and it is plensing to.noto that a total of Fl26
childron have been artifieially immunisod, and that it is cstimated
that B2% of children under 5 yeors of age, and 97% of children between
the oges of § and 15 jyoars of age have boen protestod.

There has boen considerablo propaganda, both notiomally and
locally, to incroase the percontage of childron protected, under the
age of 5 years, and every offort has boon made to ostablish contact
between medcal practitioners, murses, and the paremts to obtain
consent for the immunisation of their children. It is hoped that an
increnging rumber of children will be troated in tho near future.



T+ wl1l be seen that there is 2 lorge discrevancy buivwma the
percentages in the iwp age groups ol shildren who have been priywted
apd ouwr most urgent problem is still how to obtoln consent of the pAPDIDS
for thu childrez in the "under 5" group tu bo trenied, as they are
not in any daily orgomised institution, such as o selsel, but .4
is hoped that in the futwe o lacger mirher of childron will bo oble
to attond :vrsory eoawnols and conbaet vall be more raodil: mnde with
the parcnts.

This notibie digsrepancy i& oGk t0 il parts of the count=v,
and the saving of life and suifrring < i ¥0° ¥OU.or memsers of the
populotion contimes to be preindised Ly «1° [{isheeoitiiee of tho
froe troatmout wiion is & wide vorld acvept®s cohevemout of protective
modieine.

5 SUARIPS. 4 VEWREAL DLSRh,
Bpocio! nctos are colivoined im the Ungy of thi. report whioh show
shot full focilities areo omilatie for uppropriste ‘wpnbmant .

8, INSFECTICH AYD SUPERVISION OF FodD,

Thore arc o sloughtor-houscs functioning in the listrict et
the present ulme and all moot is vouweyed from other arots,

A consdgerable omount of work has teen corpied out in milk sampling
a8 in previous ysara, and as many visite as possiblo have boea made

to cow-sheds, dairios, boko-houses, stores and other plascs where food
is prepored and sold.

In addition, o considerabls.amount of food sampling hes te
oarried eut by the Inspoctor of Woights and Moasures. ]

7. HOUSING:

The Council hos given wery serious coneideration to the provision
of suitabls honses, and special cttention hac bteen poid to effective
loy=outs in vorious types of houses.

' Refersnce has lsen mode to housing in a Taber port of the Roport.

8. MOSQUITO COMIROL;

Sovera' coufaronces have teen holc with the various coasy-line
nuthorities in West Sussex, alce with Pmbsmouth, Scuthamgten, Gosport,
Farshem and fovant, ot mestings held at Havanl in conjunction with
Mr. J.F. Morsholl, C,B.E., Director of the British Mosquito ‘orcrol
Institute, -Hayling Island, A visit was also aade to the Mimistry of
Hoalth for consultotion.

. ‘A’ survey was carried out in the town to ostimate the ssverity of
any mosquito infestscion which might ba presenmt, and I am hippy to
report that <he rusults showed that thera is no couse whatever for
enxiety, and any moasures which may be m.essory at any tine, will Dbe
oorriad out by the most effactive modern mothod.

9. ROIENT CON'ROL:

During t%. joar some complaints were received, and roporis that
rata had been seon on differemt premizes, os o result of whioch 603
promiges wors ingpected ond 275 infestations deslt with.

Detolls of this work are given laier in the Report.

10. THE CARE OF WHEN WHREERSZ' CHILIREN:

During the war period, thore have boen two doy-time nurscries
functioning, one at "The Shrubbery" . Upper Bognor Road, and the other

at "The Forcst", Felzhom Rond, with an accommodation for 50 ond 25 ciuldren

respactively, These were administered by the West Sussex County Counuil

through a local committee of which your Modicnl Officer of Heulth was 2
mambor ,
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(5)

GENEHAL PROVISICH OF [ELLTH SERVICES

INFECTIOUS DIBEASES HOSFITAL

IN

| THE AREA

The following omses of infectious disemss were admitted during 1944 :-

Soarlet Fever ...

Diphtheria

L

Anterior pollio-onoephalitis ‘oo

Vinoent's Angina
Chieken=-pox
Whooping Courh
Erysipelas
Sonne dysentory

Carebro=spinal meninpitisz .,

Lumpa

Fooumonia ,

Measles

Gﬂmt;,l,aa.a les &

Ubaarvation

LN

-

LR

LY

e w LR ]

HOSFPITALS FROVIDED OR SUBSIDISED BY

(1) TUBERCULOSIS

LN ]

TIE COUNTY_COUMCIL

43
i
i

10

155

Thera iz no chanpge from the provicus wvear with regard to the

treatmont of taborculcosis.

ohildren).

(2) MATERNITY

Cases are admitted either to" Aldingbourne

- House (accommodation 70 persons) or to a ward at Vorthing Isclation Hospital,
Swandean (accommodaticn 12 beds), whilst gsurpionl cages are admitbed to
5t. Richard's llospita’ , Chichester, 4o the Noyal Sea-Bathing Hospitel,
Margate, or to the Losd layor Treloar's IMospltal, Alton, Hants (for

The County Counell arranpges for regident and evaduated expactant
mothers o be adnitted to 3-

: En] Brighton liospital for Vomen

b) Southlands Hospital, Shereham .

(o) Vorthing Hospital lLaternity Iome

(d) Horsham Laternity Unit ...

LN ]

(e) 8t. Riohard's Hospital, Chichester

o

W w

LN

Ho, of Boads

[N

(£) Improvised latornity Homos at Hasleme re., Mindhead
and ?Sak:ing wew

2
20 (or more
if availabla)
5 (shared with
Viorthing B.)
18
6 (4 for emer-
genoy casos)

a0










mrdi

I am indebted to Mr. A, Wilkinson, A.M. Inst. C,E., A.M.I. Mech.E.,
M. Inst.W.E., The Council's Water Engineer and Manager, for the followlng oconcise
report on the water supply. TFurther details are, of course, always available,

 "An adequate supply of water wes afforded to the area throughout the
year from the Waterworks of the Council.

"The supply was distributed direct to consumers' premises in all cases
and availabls at all times without restristien. .

"The quality of the water, as distributed after treatment, was, without
exception, of the highest standard of orgamle and bacterial purity as
determined by the examiration of 10 samples and the results of chemieal
examinations of the water injleate the mbssmce of metals, salinmity or
mineral constituonts in selution. .

"55 Samples of raw water, which is derived from a deep well in the chalk
formation, were examined and the results indicated intermittent pollution,
though not to an excessive degrec, and no difficulty was experienced in
produoing a pure and wholesome wa%ter by the oustomary and continuously
applled super-chleorination and dechlerination treatment.

"The ;m.pp” wag softened nt tHe sow'ce after treatment by the base-exchange
procegs and the averaze hardness of the water in supply was 10 parts per
100 ,000.

"Hegular inspections of the gathering ground were earried out with special
attention to the more undesirable localities and the umisually large influx
of people to the area and whilst improvements were effected in cases of
temporary establishments the positicn wlth regard to the gathering ground
as a whale camot be regarded as satiafactory until a comprehensive sewage
dlaposal goheme for the area comcerned has been oarried out. OCn this
account the frequency of sampling of the treated water was increased during
the yoar to provide regular proof of the efficaciocusness of the treatment
applied and & rigid chlorine residual control was maintained in the area aof

supply" . :
HMISING .

Dasplte difficulties of labour material, efforts to maintain this
important work have continued, and/visi%ts have been made, notwithstanding the
lerge abount of extra work the Samitary Inspectors have been ealled upen to carry
out. The dtalls of this work are omitted from this Report but are always
avallable.

POST-WAR _HOUSING. :

Thers is an immediate demand for suitable houses in the distriot and in my
report of February last, I estimated that at least 200 houses were required
to deal with the mumber of applieations which have recently increased to such &n
extent that the proposals of the Councll must of necessity be reviewsd, Most of
%he aver-crowding can be abated by providing houses for the young married couples,
sspecially for serviecemen now being demobilised and findlng themselves having
to be housed by relatives. Progress has beon made with the housing programme
by the moquisition of land for & small mumber of houses and sanother group will
be built on land already ncquired during the pre-war perled.

INSPECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOCD.

Milk sampling has beoen carried out as in previous years, and visits have
beon pald to cowsheds, dairies, bakehouses, stores and places where food is
prepered and sold. Tetails of the forsgoing inspections are available.

Inspeetion of ecarcases slaughtered locally was carried out until January,
1940, whon looal slaughtering ceased. Meat inspoction at butchers' shops
contimued , however, to be oarried out.

FACTCRIES ACT 1937 & SHOPS ACT 1934,

Visits have been paid in accordance with tho scope of these Acta.
















