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BOROUGH OF BLYTH

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1962

Your Worship, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 have the honour to present to you the Annual Report
on the Public Health and Sanitary Conditions in the
Borough during the year 1962.

The figures of the Registrar General show that the
population of Blyth continues to rise. It increased by
430 to 36,400. Live births increased by 27 to 629 giving
a birth rate (uncorrected) of 17.2 per 1,000 population.
The infant deaths rose by 2 to 15 giving an increased
Infant Mortality rate of 23.8 per 1,000 live births. Ten
of these deaths occurred in the first month of life and 6
were under 1 week.

The number of deaths rose by 20 to 361 giving a crude
death rate of 9.9 per 1,000 population.

There were 88 notifications of infectious disease, which
included 26 cases of measles, 26 cases of pulmonary
tuberculosis and 20 cases of whooping cough. There was
one imported case of food poisoning.

During 1962 a considerable improvement in the caravan
situation occurred. The unlicensed site at Bebside was
cleared after court action had been taken under the 1960
Caravan Act, but there are still one or two caravans in the
borough without planning permission.  Although the
attention of the Planning Authority and the ern“atn of
Housing and Local Government was drawn to this, no
action has been taken against these offenders by the County
(CCouncil.

There was a set-back to the question of introducing a
smoke control area at Seaton Sluice and pursuing a steady
l;. licy of dealing with the borough over a period of years.

he Ministry of Housing and Local Government were able
to guarantee a supply of smokeless fuel suitable only for
burning in open standing stoves. This increased the total
cost both to householders and the local authority. It was
felt that it was unfair to impose such rigid conditions, and
the Health Committee postponed the scheme indefinitely.
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CARAVANS

There is a place for the caravan for holiday accom-
modation. It is mobile, reasonably inexpensive and
enjoyed by children. There is a need, therefore, for
permanent holiday caravan sites for use in the good
weather months. These sites should provide modern
amenities—good standing, toilets, showers, hot and cold
water, etc.

There is a place for the caravan for a person whose
employment takes him around the country on engineering
or building projects, but there should be no need for a
local authority to provide a permanent site for such people.
This should be taken care of by the organisation for whom
he works. In large projects it is a simple matter to erect
office buildings, canteens etc., and a caravan site should
be a ‘‘must” in future.

There is no place for the caravan as a permanent dwelling
for the average family especially where children are involved.
Yet many people turn to the caravan as a cheap method
of obtaining their own private accommodation. They do
this in spite of the fact that buying a caravan is expensive
and its value depreciates very quickly. Hiring a caravan
can be even more expensive and there is nothmg_ to show
for it at the end. Given the opportunity, there are few
permanent family caravanners who would not jump at the
chance of a traditional house.

I may be wrong, but I cannot see this vogue for the
caravan home persisting where there is a sufficiency of
traditional houses. With this in mind it is difficult,
therefore, to advise the building of permanent caravan
sites. The cost of a properly constructed and equipped
site is almost the same as for a housing estate—it is not
cheap. An authority undertaking such a scheme must
hope to recover its capital outlay, and this means that rents
are quite expensive. This is the case where the plans
are based on the model standards recommended by the
Ministry.

Experience has shown that these standards are not high
enough for the Planning Authorities, who are attaching
conditions to planning applications which make the
provision of a permanent site an economic impossibility.
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Blyth has had its fair share of unauthorised caravan
sites and has been criticised for its attitude towards them.
It is not generally realised that a single caravan on a site
which has not had planning approval or a site licence,
very quickly develops into an unsightly conglomeration of
caravans, huts and shacks. Because the site is illegal no
one is responsible for its maintenance or for the provision
of the basic necessities for such a community, and no one
can enforce them. 1 refuse to accept the responsibility
for the health or hygienic standards for such a community,
and prosecution of the person responsible is the only answer.
The unauthorised caravan community must move elsewhere.

Why does not Blyth provide a caravan site? The
answer is that Blyth has tried to obtain more than one
site but there have been planning difficulties. This
authority is still awaiting the results of County Planning
negotiations for a municipal site. However, even if these
are successful, there is still the difficulty about standards,
and the County Planning Authority’s standards are much
higher than those required by the Ministry and naturally
the costs are greater. If the Planning Authority wish to
obtain the co-operation of district authorities on this
matter there will have to be a considerable relaxation of
their requirements.

I see no reason why the Planning Authority should not
agree on a suitable site and then leave the lay-out entirely
to the district authority. Although the latter are not
required to have a licence, they w ould be very foolish if
they adopted standards for themselves which were lower
than the recommended ones.

The Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act,
1960, has been useful to Local Authorities who have to
deal with permanent or holiday caravan sites, because it
lays down specific conditions which can be enforced.

DISABLED FERSONS

In 1960 two special bungalows were occupied by families
where some gross disability existed and wheel chairs or
walking aids were used.

In 1961 a two room flat was adapted for a disabled
housewife while it was being built. Some of the features
were sliding doors, easily accessible gas and electric points,

6



and a specially adapted kitchen. The front door was
provided with a ramp and the corridors enlarged as much
as possible.

In 1962 a group of four two-room flats were adapted,—
again after the initial plans had been made. All four form
the lower flats of maisonettes.  The usual standard
alterations were made, but further experiments were
carried out by having different modes of heating installed.

There were two flats with traditional solid fuel fires; one
flat was heated by electric underfloor heating in the hall
and living room, installed during construction and auto-
matically coming into operation during the off-peak periods
12 noon to 3.0 p.m. and 10.0 p.m. to 7.0 a.m. In addition,
electric heaters manually operated are fixed in the living
room, bedroom and kitchen. The other flat is heated by
a hot ducted air method, the air being heated by gas.
The heat exchange unit is housed under a bench in the
kitchen and air from it is conveyed by fan through ducts
into the living room, bedroom, kitchen and hall. The
temperature is controlled by a thermostat fixed in the
living room, which is easily adjusted to ensure the required
amount of heat. It is also possible to cut off the supply
of heat to any particular room, and a switch beside the
bed allows the heating to be controlled prior to rising in
the morning.

Since the occupation, which was 4th December for the
gas ducted air flat and the 28th November for the electric
flat, thermometer readings have been taken weekly, inside
and outside each flat, together with gas and electric meter
readings (the heating systems are separately metered).
These results have enabled the cost and efficiency of the
two methods to be compared. The period when these
readings were taken was from the 4th December, 1962, to
the 30th January, 1963, and the results are tabled below.

! Outside Air Temperature Room 'Temperature
| 2TE i3
| -
| Flat A. Gas | Flat B. Electric
‘Duct-Air’ Floor
| | Heating | Heating
Maximum | 80 F. 75 F. 57 F.
|
Minimum | 20 F. | 50 F. ; 416 F.
Weekly Cost | | 17/9 , 22/,




I am grateful to the Borough Engineer for supplying this
information, carrying out these tests and allowing me to
reproduce these facts in my Annual Report. It would
appear that during the extremely cold spell, weekly costs
are 17/9d. for gas and 22/- for electric, but a much higher
temperature is obtained from gas. | would imagine that,
over the twelve month period, costs for one week for gas
would be something like 12/Gd. The tenants of the gas
ducted air house are extremely happy with the heating
installation,

As a result of these experiments it has been recommended
that four additional flats should be built, but this time
special consideration should be given for manipulating a
wheel chair—especially in the corridors and bathroom.
This may be possible, as building has not yet commenced.
The heating recommended is to be ducted hot air (gas fuel)
and a strong recommendation is being made to have at
least the living room windows double glazed. 1 would like
to see all windows of these flats double glazed, but perhaps
this is asking too much at the present “time. The saving
in running costs for heating should be substantial.

I strongly advocate that all future houses should have
the majority of windows double glazed. The winter of
1962/63 has proved beyond all doubt how 1mp{:-1tant is the
need for heat conservation. Let Blyth be the pioneer in
introducing this commonsense innovation in houses built
under their jurisdiction.

Also in 1962 a four-bedroom parlour type house was made
available for a wheel chair paraplegic. The downstairs
accommodation was converted to provide a separate bed-
room and bathroom (the latter containing bath, water closet
and wash basin). The bathroom door was of the shding
type. The front door had a ramped approach. This
conversion produced a satisfactory suite of rooms suitable
for a disabled person.

The question of baths for old or disabled people has
given rise to much discussion between myself, Borough
Engineer and Health Visitors. It is felt that the ordinary
bath and the three-quarter-stepped bath are unsuitable.
The bath with the cut-away front is a possibility, but there
always remains the difficulty of standing up and getting
out of the bath. I have recommended a shower cabinet
with a stool which can be attached to the wall to ensure
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steadiness. The shower to be about 30 inches from the
floor and provided with a flexy arm so that the whole
procedure of wetting, soaping, washing and showering can
be accomplished while sitting down.

There may be opposition to this, but it will come from
the old generation and will require to be dealt with from
an educational point of view. 1 am strongly of the opinion
that baths can constitute a very dangerous hazard in old
age. The shower allows greater freedom for the use of a
wheel chair in the bath room and this, to many, is important.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

1962
Area—No Change Acreage—6,487.
Population—(Registrar-General's Estimate) .. 306,400
Rate Value—(1st April, 1962) .. .. st £3b61,611
Product of @ Penny Rate (estimated) ... .. £1,390
Total number of Dwellinghouses in Borowgh—
(Ist April, 1962) .. 13.251

Extracts from Vital Statistics
Comparability Factor—Births 1.00. Deaths 1.28.

1962 1961

SoialllaveBirche .. ... ... 629 602
Live Birth Rate per 1 (}[}[] population

(uncorrected) @ ... .. 17.2 16.7
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 puyulaimu

(standardised) Fonall Eu. phanis 17.2 16.7
Still Births Rt e, 12 8
Still Birth Rate pE:r 1,000 live & still births 18.7 13.1
Total live and still birthe ... .. 6 1 610
Infant Deaths ... .. T Z N — -l 13
Neo-Natal Deaths AR, - o 10 11

Infant Mortality Rate perl 000livebirths  23.8 21.5
Legitimate Infant Deaths per 1,000 legiti-

paneealave binthe. e ookt e 20.0 22.5
Hlegitimate Infant Deaths per 1 000 illegi-

timate live births ... ... .. Nil Nil
Neo-Natal Mortality Rate (Death under

four weeks per 1,000 live births) . 15.9 18.2

Early Neo-Natal Mortality Rate (Deaths
under one week per 1,000 live births) 9.5 14.9

)









INFANT MORTALITY

There were fifteen deaths of infants under 1 year during
1962. This is two more than last year and gives an Infant
Mortality Rate of 23.8 per 1,000 live births. This would
appear to indicate a retrogression. While this may well be
so, an analysis of the deaths reveals that only five of these
infant deaths were older than 1 month, and of these, one
was premature and two died from congenital defects. Six
deaths were under seven days old.

It is interesting to note the changing pattern in causes of
death of infants. In the years 1923 and 1931 there were
fifteen different causes of death—of course there were more
deaths, 87 and 49 respectively, but no longer do we find
Marasmus, Infant Debility, Gastric Catarrh, Rickets,
Measles, Whooping Cough, Malnutrition or Tuberculous
Meningitis. The main causes of death today are Cerebral
Haemorrhage (invariably due to birth injury), congenital
defects and prematurity or a combination of these.

Deaths oceur quite frequently within minutes or hours
of birth and not so long ago these would undoubtedly
have failed to survive even that short time, and would have
been recorded as still births.

It would appear that the number of infant deaths due to
congenital conditions as a percentage of total births has
varied very little—just around 1%, Taken as a percentage
of infant deaths, however, it shows a marked increase.
This is no doubt due to the fact that death from other
causes has decreased in proportion. Some of the congenital
defects must be due to normal genetic mutation, but is this
the only reason? It may be suggested that some of the
congenital malformations have been brought about by
increased radiation or by drugs. More care is being taken
in the use of X-rays than ever before and this applies
especially to the early months of pregnancy. A great deal
more research is required to be done before the problem of
the cause of congenital abnormalities is finally settled.

Infant Deaths and Infant Mortality Rates for the Ten
Years 1953-1962

1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 10862

Infant Deaths 18 i1 21 11 12 23 16 10 13 15

Infant Mortality
Rate 20.1 172 358 176 185 378 224 159 21.5 238
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Deaths 1953-1962 (1-4 years)

Year | 1 yr.
1953 1
1954 !
1944 —
1956 —
1957 -
19568 | —

2 yra. | 3 yrs. | 4 yra. | Total

I

1959
1860
196 | —
152 1

o0l 1 o s | o S ]l

-—-]|1|l|-—-il.-a
ol Il ]| =
#Jl-—l]i-—bt-r-

Deaths, 1962

Felirnary
August
Cletober
November

Juaunry
l September

e

Number of Decths |
aach munth a1 | 3

[
(2]
.
=
=3
=i
=]
(=)
=]
[E=]
=1

o
-
[ =]
[ =
P
=
ad
=5
ek
[+ &}
ek
o]
-

TUBERCULOSIS, 1962

There were 26 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis and 2
non-pulmonary cases notified during 1962. This is o
decrease of 4 pulmonary and one non- puhnunmv from 1961.
This means that the downward trend is being continued,
especially as four of the cases notified came from one ﬁumly

In spite of the fact that 5 male cases and 3 female cases
were under 20 years of age there is a definite indication that
cases are now coming from older age groups. This is
probably most noticeable in the under 35 years and over
35 years groups. The table showing the comparison of the
percentages of these groups to the total cases notified in the
years 1950-1962 confirms this as far as Blyth is concerned.

For several years now I have been urging practitioners
to do everything possible to have their “chronic bronchities”
of the 55-plus age group thoroughly investigated. If they
decline to have a chest X-ray, a sputum should be taken
for examination (direct smear and culture). [ feel sure
that the over 55 years age group is the main reservoir of
tuberculous infection.

There may be good reason to believe that the B.C.G.
campaign which began in schools for the negative reactors,
and at clinics for contacts, is beginning to make itself felt
and may be the main reason for the decrease in the number
of cases found in the younger age groups.
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PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

| Total Cases | 9 of under | 9%, of over

| Total Cases |under 35 yrs. | 35 yrs. cases | Total Cases 35 yrs. cases

! notified | notified | to total cases | over 35 yra. | to total cases

(| rlz|m|P|r|u|r|T M F|T F|T
) FESS—" T— r__ .__!._ _-_l e e T T B AR |
1950 38 27 1 40 | 67 | 69 | 80 | B0 | 12 5|17 | al | 11 | 20

E-

1951 al ! a7 | 88, | 33 | 29 | 62 | G5 78 ‘ YO | 18 [ 8

|
i
|
1952 | 45 | 51 | 96 | 26 | 40 | 66 | 58 | 78 | 69 | 19 11‘3u 42

. | _
1953 | 32 | 30 | 62 | 19 2?|-IEi{EriI‘EiU 74 | 13| 3
I ||
195¢ |26 | 18 | 44 15'|ﬁ‘31:58|su 70 | 11| 2|13 |42 |11 30
1955 | 23 46 | 69 | 11 33 | | 78 3

| | |

1856+« | 286 | 20 | 46 | 18 | 1B | BG | G9 (90 (78 | 8| 2| 10| 31|10 | 22

18 | 69 | 35 | al

1957 |16 |20 |36 | 5|13 18 31 65 50 | 11| 7|
168 8| 6|14 4| 5| 9|50 (83|64 | 4| 1| 5|50 (17|36

1959 13!1‘!} 32 | 6| 15 ) 21 |46 | VB | 60| T 4|11 | 64 |21 |34

1960 13 | 10 | 23 i B 10|38 | 50 | &) 8 5|13 | 62 | 50 | 5G

1961 | 19|11 (30| 6| 3| o|32]|27 30|13 8|21 |658|73]|70

=1
—
-]
=]
-
E!

511}

1962 12 | 14 | 26 i 7113 | 50| 50| 60| B

INFECTIOUS DISEASE, 1962

There were 88 notifications of infectious disease during
1962, It is pleasing to record no notified cases of dysentery,
no poliomyelitis and once again no diphtheria.

MEASLEs

There were 26 cases of measles notified during the year.
A few of the children had quite severe illnesses but in the
main there were few complications.

Whoorine CouvcH

There were 20 cases of whooping cough notified. Of
these, 12 had received no protection against the disease.
The others had been immunised as foliows:

Combined diphtheria/pertussis prophylaxis 1955 1
» P ’ ,, 1956 2

L ¥3 »a s 1 gﬁﬂ 3
Triple diphtheria/pertussis/tetanus prophylaxis 1958 1
» » " 2 2 1959 1
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Annual Returns for 10 years of Notified Cases of

Infectious Diseases

o e - | |
= = = f — a
(2188 (2| 2 128 x|t
el | E Bl S| 5181 g | Tl R
&lela| 285 z|252 22 12! (SBEEIEE 215
lel=| B 8Bl S |52 =| 2| E = =o=R R
g4 % E|%8 2|48 8 B (5|5 & aicBlzhlsels 2
RlEI S| e(ss E|Ez 2 A 8| 8|88 AR T E
P i e [ | e = - i g d—ja~=lg~ & =
Yar| g |8 &2 |SIEIEIE|[E|8|a|Els S a6
1953 | 83 T 62 | 11190 747 2| — —|—|—| 5| 6
1954 134l —1010a| 32| —|aa| 5|78 50| =|—1 B =S faa=
1955 11 | — |11 24| 21108 | — | 69|10 |65 (833 | — | — 3| —1 — 8 2
1966 |12} — | 2(15( 1| 8f— "46| 697 68| 2/ — | SI —WlIEG
1957 ‘ 11| —| 7| 9|— 208 —|36| 8 56858 | —|—| 2| —|—| 2| 1
1958 6 — | 3| 8] 1|1 |— |14 51dd | 18| — | — i it
1959 ‘14 —| 7|10 —|12 —|32| 8| ajg8s | — | L|—|—|—| &| 1
1960 Bll— &2l 231 4| 31 e | — | —
TV B S T g 30| 3| 3733 | — | — | — =] 1|—
1962 4| 0| 24 | 220 26 ) e | = i 1| —
| i 1
CANCER
1962 1961 1960 | 1954 1958 1957 | 14
Type M FIM F|IM F|M F M P|IM FiM P
All Causes J46 41 | 38 42 |50 31 |44 39 37 19 53 26 | 42 27
87 80 sl 53 i 81 it
Bronchogenie ... l 25 G | 1l 4+ 14 4 | 18 3 | 1l 1 | 2D I |18 1
Stomach ! ¢| 7Im| sl1w| 7] 5] 8|10} £ 113 Ea e
Intestine _— - 7 5 fi 3|1l 13 3 4 i1 L T i
Female Organs — | | — (1B | = 9| — 12| — T = Pl — 8
Others ... 1712 f10]10 15| s|iz| a|12} 3 | 17 | Easlena | @
Leukaemia inclaoded from I‘.‘Iﬂ'i-
ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT, 1962
Statistics for the Borough for the Ten Years 1¢53-19€2
Neo-
Popula- | Death Live Birth Infant Infant Natal
Year tion | Deaths | Rate Births [tate Deaths | Death Dieath
| ! Rate | Rate
1958 | 34270 | 335 | 9.7 618 18.0 18 29.1 | I4.5
1954 | 34370 | 354 | 10.2 (38 19.8 11 17.2 14.1
1955 | 34420 357 | 10.3 585 16.5 2] 35.8 25.6
1956 | 34470 | 370 | 10.7 624 1%.1 11 17.6 16.0
1957 | 34440 | 348 10.1 610 iT8-4 12 19,5 14.5
1958 | 34620 | 365 10.5 08 17.5 23 378 1.2
1950 | 34760 | 371 10.6 712 20.4 16 23.4 16.8
1960 | 35050 | 381 M8 | 5 69T 17.8 10 15.0 0.5
1961 | 35070 | 341 g4 | 602 | 187 13 21.5 15.2
1962 | 36400 361 9.9 | 620 17.2 15 23,8 15,9




PART II—ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE
Your Worship, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting the following section
dealing with Housing, Public Health and Food and Dr ugs.

The duties of the Department are extremely varied and
frequently complex, and 1 trust the report will contain
matters of interest to most members.

I remain,
Your Obedient Servant,

3. A. GILL, Cerr. S.1.B., M.A.P.H.I.
Senior Publiec Health Inspector.

HOUSING

Some 1,300 housing inspections were made, principally
in connection with proposed central redevelopment, im-
provement grants and undertakings to repair unfit houses.
See summary P. 53. There was no spectacular improvement
in the housing position, the past year being of holding on
pending future programming.

Slum Clearance

Towards the end of the year a survey and report was
completed on a further slum clearance programme, dealing
% nclpa,ll;-,r with properties in the area bounded by PerLy,

ridge and Freehold Streets and Plessey Road, plus part
of Disraeli and Gladstone Streets.

Improvement Grants

Once more a lot of time was spent, for very little return,
on improvement grant enquiries. Over the years the
Council have diligently tried to encourage the improvement
of private houses but, with the exception of the Isabella
Colliery improvement scheme (178 houses) and the Forster
Memorial Homes (8 houses) the response has not been
encouraging. The experience of the Council in both the
above schemes was not itself an incentive, the voluminous
correspondence with the Ministry by the Town Clerk and
myself over a period of eighteen months on the question
of payment of grant for such matters as wash-boilers,
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firegrates and gas points, which ended satisfactorily for the
Counecil; the reduction by the Ministry of the amount of
grant payable in respect of the Forster Memorial Homes;
the withdrawal by the National Coal Board of further
modernisation schemes as a result of Ministerial opinion
on their proposals: these and similar experiences show
without doubt that the scheme is too complex.

It should also be realised that there is a great variety of
houses of all types, age and condition, and it can be difficult
to justify some item of cost and relate it to the code of
practice laid down, when a query is raised by the Auditor at
some distant date. Provided the work is under the control of
a responsible officer who must exercise reasonable diligence
and care in approv ing grants, the amount should be what its
title suggests “Discretionary™ i.e. at the complete discretion
of the Local Authority subject only to the maximum imposed
by the Ministry. It would still he possible for the Local
Authority to follow the “‘(CCode of Practice’ as recommended
by the Ministry, but there the overall direction by the
Minister should end. Each Authority in turn would then
impose its own interpretation on which works and types
of improvement should rank for grant, and the varying
schemes, whether produced or appmved by Local Autho-
rities, would certainly result in improved standards.
Finally, why have a ‘““Twelve Point”” or *“Five Point”
standard? A fixed amount on the lines of the standard
grant schemes, subject to 509, of the actual cost, should be
paid for any number of mdwnlua,l improvements. This
would certainly induce owners with small capital to invest,
and tenants who can only afford a small increase in rent,
to improve the house by stages. It is remarkable what an
incentive there is to add something extra to a house once one
improvement has been made and paid for. **Hire-purchase”
is part of the current way of life and what better use than
to employ it in improving hmlsing conditions? “*Hire-
purchase Improvement Grants” would not appear so
inoperable as first thoughts might suggest.

These problems are not local, and attempts are being
made to press the Government to introduce legislation
which will authorise Local Authorities to carry out improve-
ment works by compulsion. This should only be used as
a last resource and, I feel, would be possible only where
large scale acquisition and improvement were carried out
by the Local Authority.
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The blame for not carrving out improvements at present
does not always lie with the owner; in some cases the
tenants are unwilling or cannot afford to pay increased rent.

Existing Legislation under the Housing Act enables the
Local Authority to enforce repairs and if necessary to carry
out the work in default and recover the cost from the
Owner, but further amendment of Section 5 of the Rent
Act, 1957, would be needed to compel the tenant to pay
the permmte:d increase for improvements, at present 1219,
whereas under the present system the landlord must first
obtain the eonsent of the tenant.

A summary of the overall position is shown on pages 27
and 28,

Clearance, Demolition and Closing Orders, 1962

Displacements

Houses |——
Demolished | Persons Familiea
Clearance Areas -- — i —
Individual Unfit I-iml-'-‘.e& See. I. I'lj Hnu%mg i
Act. 1967 ... i 25 13 | il
Houzes
[ Closed
«Secs. 16 (4), 17 (1) and 35 (1), Housing Act,|
1957 9 30 4
Parts of ’hmi.d'mgn -:-lcmd Sec. 18, Houszing
Act, 1957 ... = 11 38 13
48 #1 28
The total figures since 1945 are :—
CLEARANCE DeEMoLITION CLOsING
AREAS OrRDERS (IRDERS Torat
Houses Pataﬂnar Persons Pnrmns Persons
Demol-| Dis- | Houses Dis. Houses | Dis- Houses Diz-
ished | placed | placed ! placed | | placed
1945/50 309 1,875 &6 432 1 . 4 455 | 2,311
1951 139 330 s | 4 10 19 151 | 362
1852 67 220 76 i 298 8 36 151 | Hod
1953 112 362 B4 | 194 27 1 120 208 | BT6
1954 -— e 33 | 103 37 131 T0 234
1955 - — 22 82 21 #1 43 | 163
19566 L09 — 4 | 28 23 119 136 141
1957 31 3 15 T4 13 a0 Bl 136G
1958 2 184 3 26 23 Al 28 | 261
1959 a7 — 4 39 29 107 90 146
1960 10 - 10 | 02 34 105 T | | 197
1961 s, =B 4 | 23 el gt | ‘%55
1962 — - 25 | 13 20 68 48 g1
926 | 2,083 | 362 J 1,402 259 952 | 1,547 | 5,337













Houses for Agricultural Population

Two new houses for agricultural workers were nearing
completion at Lysdon Farm, Seaton Delaval, for the Seaton
Delaval Estate, and a further two were also nearing com-
pletion at North Farm, Bebside, for the National Coal
Board, this being a total of fourteen new houses constructed
since 1958.

The final pair of houses proposed to be built at Seaton
Lodge Farm have been deferred pending a re-organisation
of Farm Areas.

Housing Act, 1857
Overcrowding Licences.—The following action was taken:
Renewals issued 1
Licences refused 2

In accordance with instructions I reported on the
procedure regarding investigation into and issue of Over-
crowding Licences to Exceed the Permitted No. and it was
recommended that no further Licences be issued.

Aluminium Bungalows.

Following discussions between the Borough Engineer
and the Ministry of Housing and Local Government, the
Council agreed that proposals be prepared for the removal
of the permanent and temporary bungalows, and a scheme
for the erection of permanent dwellings on the bungalow
sites.

Rent Act, 1957

The following table shows the action taken by the
Department since the inception of the Act.

CERTIFICATES OF DISREPAIR
1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1262 Totals
1. Application by tenants ... 43 46 12 L] 2 Nil 109
Decizion not to issue Certificates Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil  Nil Nil
3. Decizion to issun

ja} some of the defects ... 23 23 9 4 Nil Nil A4

() all defects 16 2] 3 2 2 Nil +4
4. Undertakings by Landlord

{a) accepted 8 25 T 2 1 Nil 43

{b) refused 2 3 Nil Nil Nil Nil 8
5. Certificates issued ... e 24 28 51 3 1 Nil 61
6. Applications for Cancellation 2 10 10 1 Nil 3 26
7. Objections by Tenants ... Nil 4 4 Nil  Nil 2 10
8. Cancellations Refused Wil 2 Nil Nil Nil Nil 2
0. Certificates Cancelled 1 12 9 1 Nil 1 24
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D. Uxsrir Houses 1v TemporaryY Use (Housing Act,

lﬁﬁ?} R
No. of No. of separate
Position at end of Year houses dwellings con-
tained in Col. 1
(1) (2)
{14) Retained for temporary accommodation :—
(@) under Seec. 48 il Nil
{b) under Sec. 17 (2) ... Nil Nil
{¢) under Sec. 48 Nil Nil
(15) Licensed for bﬂmpﬂru:r_'.r um:upn.tmn “under
Sees. 34 or 53 . : wNil Nil
E. PurcHase or Houses BY AGREEMENT :—
(18) Houses in Clearance Areas other than those
included in confirmed Clearance Orders or
Compulsory Purchase i'lrﬂnrn. pumhanad
in the year .o Nl Nil
HOUSE CONSTRUCTION
1961 1962
With Stafe Un- With State [in-
HomaEs cOMPLETED IN 1062 : Assiatgnee aided Assiatance aided
Permanent Traditional—Direct Labour ... Mil. Mil. Nil. Nil.
Permanent Traditional-—Contractor o fi Mil. #3 Nil.
Any other Housing Authority ... el il Nil. Nil. Nil.
Permanent-—prefabricated—Contractor ...  Nil Nil. Nil. Nil.
Hovees 15 Proeress, 31/12/62 :
Parmanent Traditional —Direet Labour ... Nl Nil. Mil. il
Permanent Traditional - Contractor G Nil. 15 il
Any other Housing Authority R Nil. Nil. Nil.
Houses coMPLETED BY PRIVATE EXTERPRISE :
Traditional ... Nil. 178 Nil, 141
Hovses APPROVED BY Mrxistry oF Hovsive
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 29 Nil. 62  Mil.
Houses coMPLETED Post War ny CousciL
vr o 31/12/62 :
Permanent Traditional e 2,288 2 23540 2
Fermanent Non-traditional b 150 Nil. 150 Nil.
Prefabricated—Permanent B.LS, F 72 Nil. T2 Nil.
Prefabricated — Permanent Aluminium ... A0 Nil. 50 wil.
Houvses coMPLETED Post WaRr BY PRIVATE
EXTERPRIEE :
Traditional ... 10 704 Nil. 545
Conversions ... o Rl Nil. Nil., Nil.
Hovsixe rPROVIDED UNDER THE Housivg
{(TEMPORARY AccOMMODATION) AoT, 1944 : 150 Nil. 148 Nil.
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PUBLIC HEALTH
Part II—Sanitation and Buildings

DrAaINAGE, REFUSE AND VERMINOUS PREMISES
As in previous years the following free services to the
public were provided:—
Cleansing of choked drains = ... 61

Removal of unwanted household
effects (with the co-operation of
the Borough I:ungmeer 8 [Jepatt-

ment). : j N i
No. of houses tleated for mmct
pests da s R

These services, individually of little importance, col-
lectively help in no small manner to alleviate personal
household problems and to maintain a clean and tidy town.

Pusric CONVENIENCES .

With the exception of the proposed dual convenience at
Newsham, the reconstruction programme approved in
principle in 1954 has now been completed by the Borough
Engineer's Department. According to the Abstract of
Accounts for the year ended 31st March, 1961, the revenue
amounted to some £833 and the next progressive stage
could be to make the conveniences free to all members of
the public. This could be a worthwhile step which would
be much appreciated. Loss of revenue would be partially
offset by saving on the repair and replacement of expensive
locks. An obvious risk which must not be overlooked is
increased vandalism, but progress should not be impeded
by this threat.

LicENSED PREMISES

As far back as 1949 a detailed survey was made of all
licensed premises in the town and in the ensuing years
1950/3 considerable improvements were made, which were
reported on at the time. Apart from systematic visits
during the years, a re-survey was made in 1961 and revisits
during 1962 confirm that further improvements to the
sanitary accommodation are either complete or in progress.
Improvements under the Food Hygiene Regulations are
more extensive and these are referred to in the Food and
Drugs section of this report.
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Part III—Nuisances

1,913 visits were made as a result of complaints or
general survey work in connection with nuisances.

Colliery Spoilbanks and Coal Disposal Points
SPOILBANKS

With the closure of the Horton Grange Colliery at the end
of 1962, the deposit of colliery waste has now ceased in the
district. The history of Blyth quotes “In 1794 a colliery
was commenced in the adjoining township of Luw[_:ul
within one mile of the town, which at once brought a large
increase in population and trade’”. This appears to refer
to the Cowpen Colliery A" Pit, S

From that day on the large unsightly and evil
smelling mounds continued to grow, despoiling valuable
agricultural land both by the deposit of the waste and the
pollution of the air. 1t was not until 1955 that there was
any marked improvement, when the National Coal Board
levelled and controlled the New Delaval spoilbank, followed
in 1956 by the barging of spoil to sea by the l{.l"l(hllg.‘ and
conveyor system installed at Bates Colliery, which received
the spoil from Bates, Isabella and Crofton Collieries.

Now, 170 years later, the problem of the disposal of the
waste remains to be solved. Possible solutions—sea defences,
road material or, where the heaps are inert, tree planting?

Coar Disposar Points

The deposit of open-cast and deep mined coal again
diminished, and I am once again indebted to the Area
(General M&na.ger and the Regional Open-Cast Manager of

the National Coal Board for the following figures of stock-
piling :—

Diee. 1961 Dee. 1962

DeEr MINED Site Tons T'ons

Hathery Lane, Bebside Cleared Cleared

Mill Pit Disposal Point Cleared (leared

"iew Delaval ... . 79,420 Cleared
OrPEN-CasST

Bebside Disposal Point 534,536 430,394

Part IV—Water Supply

The water supply to the Borough is obtained from three
sources and the total amount consumed during the year
wag:—

Amount
Source aof Supply Gallons
Newcastle and Gateshead Water Co, coo 290,260,000
Tynemouth Corporation Water Board .., 3,381,000 428,851,000
National Coal Board (Hepscott) ... - ... F5,201,000- it

33



BACTERIOLOGICAL ANALYSES

Of 50 samples taken, only one, taken from the open
service reservoir at Bebside, proved unsatisfactory. The
Water Board were immediately notified, and a follow-up
sample proved to be of satisfactory purity.

("HEMICAL ANALYSIS

The report of the Public Analyst on the sample submitted
indicated that the water is of satisfactory organic purity,
free from deposit, of good colour, free from odour or taste
and is suitable for a public supply.

ANALYSIS OF WATER, 1962 NAME OF SOURCE
CHEMICAL = |
\ﬁm:aﬂtlu and Glateshead Water from
Dinadale House, Marine Tee., Blyth.

. Sample Marked [/CW/62

Chemical Resulta;

Total solids dried at 180 C, ... ol 140 Parts per Million

Chlorine as Chlorides . 12 F

Free Ammonia trace

Albuminoid ammonia .06 ,,

Nitrogen as nitrates ... . 0.30,,

Oxygen absorbed (4 hours n.t "T 2. } Ll

Total hardness By

Non-carbonate hn.nlnaau 17 X

Carbonate hardness ., e

Lead and Copper nong

Tron tracae

Appearanco and Colour o Hazen degreea 15
Clear and exceedingly pale yellow.

Smell and taste Satisfactory

Microscopical examination of dupumt Batisfactory

pH Value 6.5 Parts per Million

REPORT

This sample of water is of satisfactory
organic purity. It is free from deposit
and is of good colour; it is also free
from odour or taste.

I am of the opinion that the water
is suitable for a Public Supply.

A. HurcHINSON.

Part V—Prevention, Treatment and Notification
of Infectious Diseases

169 visits and investigations were made, principally in
connection with contacts of a suspected para-typhoid case.
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Part VI—Mortuaries and Post-Mortem Rooms

The mortuary was used on 35 occasions, details being:—

Authority Rodies Post- Mortems
Borough of Blyth ... : 29 24
Bedlington Urban District Luunul 5 3
River Blyth Port Health Authority 1 1
33 28

==y [

Mr. Wade, the Rodent Officer, continued his duties as
part-time Mortuary attendant. When required, Mr. Allan
and Mr. Cheetham have also assisted.

WATERCOURSES

No progress was made during 1962 regarding the Tynedale
and Kitty Brewster watercourses, but the water taken from
the Kitty Brewster source, which is understood to come
principally from Horton Lulhf-rv, was in better condition
than in 1961, whilst that from the Tynedale source which
takes the drainage from the open-cast site, Hathery Lane,
had deteriorated. For ease of comparison 1 have included
both the 1961 and 1962 chemical analyses (See P. 36).

Further approaches were made to the Northumberland
and Tyneside River Board, the Open-Cast Executive and
the Northumberland County Council and at the time of
preparation of the report the position was that the Chief
Pollution Officer of the River Board confirmed that the
National Coal Board had no plans for the use of the Bebside
(foal Stocking Ground after removal of existing stocks in
1964. The National Coal Board were not as precise in their
statement, in that policy had been agreed on continuing
open-cast production at roughly the present level and it
was not possible to say at this stage whether any particular
stocking ground will or will not be required in the future.
They, did, however state that they had every confidence that
they would be able to implement the assurance in respect
of that area of land from which arises most of the pollution
of the stream.

So far as the County Council were concerned it was hoped
that expenditure would be approved for piping that part
of the stream which crosses the Blyth Campus site and that,
if approval were granted, it would be possible to have the
work carried out by the Spring.
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Discontinued.—

1. Nagational Coal Board, ... ... Two Farrar Vertical Boilers Coal Fired.

Hovton Colliery. Three Hodgkinson Lancashire Boilers Coal
Fired.

Pending.—

1. Blyth Harbour Commissioners ... One Diesel Locomotive in lieu of coal
South Harbouar. burning loco. For delivery 1963,

2. T. Stephenson and Son, ... .. Coal-Fired Mobile erane for conversion to
Quayside. oil burning—1963.

2. G, & N. Wright Led., ... .. Coal-Fired Mobile erane for conversion to
Wensleydale Terrace. oil burning—1963/4.

4. Blyth Co-operative Society Ltd., Two Automatic Coal Fired Vertical Boilers
Aldborough Strest Dairy. to be replaced by Oil-Fired.

SMOKE CONTROL AREAS ;

After an interval of three years approval was given for
a re-survey of Seaton Sluice with the intention of considering
again whether a policy of smoke control was to be adopted
in the Borough. During the period 1959 to 1962, the area
under review had more than doubled due to private
development by Messrs. Gofton and Reid. Apart from
receiving and giving essential information, 1 was constantly
met with statements “But I thought this already was a
smokeless zone”. I was told when I bought the house it
was going to be a smokeless zone” and the question “Why
wasn't it made a smokeless zone before we bought the
house?” An opportunity had been lost and new problems
created by not proceeding after the 1959 survey.

[t was evident from the opinions expressed there had
been a considerable change of heart—in 1959 39.5%, had a
definite objection and if those with no particular opinion
were included the figure was 529, but in 1962 only 18.3%,
had a definite objection and, including those with no firm
opinion, the figure was 29.47%,.

It was noticeable that, as with all improvements, the
younger population groups were in favour on the grounds
of cleanliness, not only of the air but in the home and
labour saving, the majority of objectors, but not all, being
the older person with an inherent distaste for change.

GENERAL PUBLIC HEALTH MATTERS

The usual routine visits were made under the Shops,
Factories, Pets, Rag Flock, and other miscellaneous
legislation and, where required, the attention of owners or
occupiers drawn to defaults.
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General Services.—In addition to the free services listed
on P. 32, 90 dogs were humanely destroyed at a charge of
2s. 6d. per animal.

Training of Students.—At the request of the Newcastle-
upon-Tyne Health Department and the College of Further
Education, a number of visits were made to the Cowpen
Sewerage Works and Composting Plant and to the Blyth
Co-operative Society Bakery, Newcastle Road.

I am indebted to the Borough Engineer for his valuable
help and to the Manager of the Bakery for not only the
- facilities given, but also for the unfailing hospitality shown
the students.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

Details of the work of the Rodent Officer are shown on
P. 42. The value of this work performed by Mr. Wade is
not shown in the bare statistics but, without question, a
great improvement has taken place since the appointment
was first made. Year after year, steady, unspectacular,
routine work goes on—twice yearly sewer treatments, test
baiting, regular and concentrated treatment of the refuse
tips, survey and treatment of the farms and other agri-
cultural premises in the district, together with treatment
of commercial, industrial and residential properties.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

Tur Foop Hyciexe (GENErRAL) REGULATIONS, 19060

Once again regular attention was given to the food
traders, a total of nearly 1,800 inspections being made.
Restaurants and snack bars appeared to be worst hit by
the bad summer. The Miniature Golf Hut was closed for
most of the season, the Beach Road Snack Bar was opened
only on intermittent occasions, the Beach Corner Cafe
appeared to be little used. Owing to reconstruction of
new garage premises the Post Office Square Snack Bar was
demolished and another closure at the year end was the
Barrakka Hotel which opened in 1960. Altogether a bad
vear for the purveyor of food for immediate consumption.

Increased attention was again given to licensed premises,
and following the special effort of some years ago to improve
the hygiene and general facilities of these premises it was
pleasing to note that nearly all are now provided with the
required equipment in accordance with the Hygiene

lations, and a fairly high standard of sanitary accom-
mndatmn has also been installed. As a result of co-
operation by the respective Breweries, further improvements
in the provision of additional wash-hand basins, new
drainers, additional sanitary accommodation, electric sump
pumps for cellar drainage and internal and external
redecoration were either complete or in hand by the year
end.

New Premises.— The following newly constructed food
premises were opened during the year:—

Broadway Circle ... ... DMesars, Moores Stores Lid.,
Grocery and Provisions —Sclf Servies,
do. Embleton’'s Bakeries trading as Marshalls.
Betail Bakers.
do. Meszras. Davison and Fapie
Greengrocery and Fruiterers.
Post Office qu.lﬂ'l‘ﬂl .o United Automohbile Servieez—Stalf Canteen.
do. Messrs. Finlay's—8Sugar Confectionery Kiosk,
2 Swaledale Court, Cowpen .o Mr. David and Mrs. Norma Adams,

Newsagent and Sugar Confectionery.

3. do. Embleton’s Bakeries trading as Marshalls,
Retail Bakers,

. do. Mr. and Mrs, ID. Foster,
Fried Figh and Potatoes.
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REGISTRATIONS

The number of premises registered under Section 16 of
the Act are as follows:—

Bakehouses : 12
Butchers ... 20
Cooked Meats ... 8
Fish Fryers e
Lee-Cream Manufneture 3 2
Iee-Cream Retallers 5 s et .|
Preserved Food ... 2

MiLk AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS

The principal licensing authority is now the Northumber-
land County Council but co-operation is maintained and
milk bottles were collected and forwarded monthly to the
Public Health Laboratory with the following results:

Satisfactory Fairly Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Total
i1 14 8 83

These are the best figures ever achieved and the un-
satisfactory results only arose during the latter part of the
year. Immediate test samples gave satisfactory results.

Samples of Pasteurised Milk taken from the dairy by the
County Health Inspector gave the following results:—

METHYLENE PHOSPHATASE
Brug TEest TEsT
e e S —— Total
Satis- | Unsatis- | Satis- Unsatiz-  Samples
factory | factory | factory | factory
Tuberculin Tested o 1 3
T.T. Pasteurised .
(Auto. Vending Machine) 3 3 f - 12
Pasteurised ot e 37 1 38 - 76
e ———
42 ] | 44 HA|
|

All the samples satisfied the Phosphatase Test which is
indicative of the efficiency of pasteurisation. Of the five
Methylene Blue samples which are indicative of the keeping
quality, three were from Automatic Vending Machines.

Ice-Cream (HeEAT TREATMENT) REGULATIONS, 1959

~ There are only two ice cream manufacturers in the
Borough one of whom prepares Cold Mix only (See
Page 48 Annual Report, 1961).

It is pleasing to report that the fourteen samples obtained
were all Grade 1.
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The principal manufacturers are A. Seghini, who during
the year revised the production equipment and office,
resulting in considerably improved layout and factory
hygiene. The company have also purchased three new
motor vehicles fully fitted with the latest equipment for the
storage and service of ice-cream. Apart from the new
style refrigerated containers which are recharged electrically
every evening, the constant hot water service is maintained
by utilising engine heat instead of earlier thermos systems
or gas units, and the vans have been designed so that soft
ice-cream production and service units may be installed if
required. A feature of interest to the Road Safety Com-
mittee is the provision of a large size driving mirror running
the full width of the cab in front of the driver, giving an
unobstructed view of the low-line rear window, plus a
large lettered warning on the rear of the vehicles advisi
motorists of the presence of children. In addition to the
new vehicles the existing motor fleet of three vehicles has
been reduced to two, the vans have been improved and the
tricycles have been withdrawn from service but are being
kept in reserve.

It is gratifying to know that once again the company
obtained the Diploma of the Ice Cream Alliance for ice-
cream quality and that Mr. J. Seghini has been a Member
of the National Executive Council of the Alliance since 1960.

THE SLAUGHTERHOUSE Act, 1958

In accordance with instructions the Borough Engineer
prepared a series of working drawings and submitted a
cdetailed estimate for the renovation of the Slaughterhouse,
Plessey Road, and these were submitted to and considered
by the Health Committee. Following this a series of
informal meetings was held between the Blyth Meat
Traders” Association, representatives of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and myself, culminating
in an offer on behalf of the Association to pay a maximum
annual rental of £1,800 per annum (present rental £375),
requesting that the Council consider the construction of
new premises rather than modernise the existing, and
offering to take new premises on a tenancy on similar terms
to the present Agreement.

In the absence of any formal agreement to take the
tenancy for a specified number of years to cover outlay and
maintenance, this offer was unacceptable to the Council
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and an alternative by the Blyth Co-operative Society to
take over in entirety the existing premises was accepted in
principle and was under discussion at the time of preparation
of this report.

In view of the possible sale to and modernisation of the
slaughterhouse by the Blyth Co-operative Society, the
Minister formally extended the period by which the premises
must comply with the Slaughterhouse (Hygiene) Regu-
ations, 1958, and the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of
Cruelty) Regulations, 1959, from lst January, 1963, to
1st Ja,nuary, 1964,

PusLic HEaLTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS

Meat Inspection.—Slaughtering took place on 242 days
during 1962, necessitating 486 visits to the Abattoir by the
Inspectors.

Details of slaughtering, meat inspection and overtime are
given on pages 48 and 49.

Hours of Slaughtering.—In order to obtain 100%, meat
inspection it was necessary to work overtime on 111 days
out of 242 (469%,) and in addition slaughtering took place
on three Saturdays and six Sundays including Easter and
Whit and August Sunday.

Anvmal Health.—Of the 11,387 animals slaughtered, nine
sheep and four pig carcases and organs were entirely
condemned which is a continuation of the high standard
of meat purveyed in the town and the principal reason why
slaughtering facilities should be retained.

Condemned Meai.—The total weight of carcases, meat
and organs found to be unsound was 3 tons, 2 cwts. 3 qrs.
and 12 Ibs., the method of disposal being collection not less
than twice weekly by Messrs. Tyneside Butchers Bye-
Products Ltd., who recover animal feeding stuffs, fertilisers,
glues, fats and chemicals. Manure is collected twice weekly
by the Borough Engineer’s Department for horticultural
purposes.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS

A case of swine fever was diagnosed at the Slaughterhouse,
Plessey Road on the 8th May, 1962, and subsequently
confirmed by the Ministry. Appropriate action in accord-
ance with the Swine Fever Order of 1938 was carried out,
the carcase being destroyed by burying in lime, after which
the premises were thoroughly cleansed and disinfected under
the supervision of the Health Department. Restrictions
were withdrawn on the 10th May.
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