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HOUSING

Considerable progress has been made in this field over the
last few years. Housing estates continue to rise on the
surrounding agricultural land !!

During 1955 thirty-five families with pulmonary tuber-
culosis were re-housed, and the waiting list for such cases,
although never cleared, has been reduced to reasonable
proportions.

Overcrowding still exists but it is no longer an insoluble
problem. The cases that come to light are usually ones
where the families have been sub-tenants and a natural
increase has occurred. There is always the family that
cannot get on with in-laws or the landlord, who are continu-
ally on the move, and who are liable to become overcrowded
tenants. There are also the incomers who have no residential
qualifications. In spite of these, the situation is consider-
ably more favourable than it was in 1945.

If the overcrowding problem has eased, the problem of
slum property remains. There is a great deal of property
in Blyth which is beyond saving, in spite of improvement
grants, etc. Private owners find that the cost of initial
repairs are too great. The property must, of course, be in
good repair before improvement grants can be considered.
The Council, themselves, too, have investigated several
properties with the idea of purchasing them, repairing and
improving them, only to find that the eventual rent would
not be an economic one,

A great deal of this kind of property will have to be dealt
with by clearance or the demolition of individual houses.
Much of it is close to the centre of the town and the sites
could well be used for re-building. 1 strongly recommend
the building of houses and flats in the town proper. The
blocks of single persons’ dwellings on the housing estates
are admirable in themselves, but they are really best suited
for young persons. It is not uncommon to be told by an
old person that the new house is ** wonderful  but how they
wish it was nearer the town. It is quite a trial for many of
these aged persons to take a trip into the shopping centres
and many of them prefer to have someone do their shopping
for them. This is not a good thing. Retired persons remain
young only when they have interests and when they are
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Routine sampling of ice-cream revealed a slight diminution
in the standard of clean production during the yvear but it is
difficult to obtain a constant Grade 1 standard when some
slight contamination at any point of the production pro-
cesses can result in a Grade 111 or 1V sample.

1t should be pointed out, however, that a Grade IV
standard does not necessarily mean that the product is
unsatisfactory, as even the presence of non-pathogenic
bacteria can influence the result, but it does indicate a need
for greater care in the sterilisation of all equipment. In
such cases further samples are obtained by the Department
and advice given.

FOOD AND DRUGS (MILK, DAIRIES AND ARTIFICIAL
CREAM) ACT, 1950

SupPLY.—The only change of note during the vear was
the cessation of supplies by churn to the Co-operative
Society’s Dairy, all milk for pasteurisation being now
delivered by tanker. As a result it is no longer possible to
sample individual supplies for B. Tuberculosis, this now
being done at the Collecting Centres.

BACTERIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS.—See pages 2728,

MiLg BorrLes.—A new bottle-washing plant of modern
design has now been installed at the Co-operative Society’s
Dairy which has resulted in a much improved standard
of bottle sterility.

SUPPLIERS.—One High-temperature, Short-time Pasteur-
ising Plant ; Five dairymen retailing bottled pasteurised
milk from Coast Creameries Ltd.: Ninety-seven retailers
of sterilised milk in bottles only.

PUBLIC HEALTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS

MeaT INspPEcTION.—Slaughtering took place on 259
days during 1955, necessitating 693 visits to the abattoir
by the Inspectors. Details of the 10,128 animals slaughtered
and of condemnations are shown in the tables (see pages22/x)

Out of this total of animals inspected only one cow, three
sheep and eight pigs were condemned, which is evidence of
the high quality of animal being purchased by the meat
traders.

SLAUGHTERMEN,—At the end of 1955 there were 16
licensed slaughtermen on the register,
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