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BOROUGH OF BLYTH

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER
OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR, 1952

Your WorsHip, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report
on the Public Health and Sanitary Conditions in the
Borough during the year 1952.

The population was 34,010 which was a decrease of
100 from 1951.

The Birth Rate fell from 19.7 per 1,000 estimated
population to 18.17. This was still considerably above
the birth rate for the country which was 15.3 per
thousand.

The Infantile Mortality Rate (deaths of infants under
one year) was 17.8 per 1,000 live births. Not only is this
a record low figure for Blyth but it must be one of the
lowest figures in the country. There were 11 infant
deaths—6 of these being under one month. It is hoped
that this trend may be maintained but the figures are so
exceptional it will be difficult to achieve this.

Tuberculosis continues to bhe the most worrying in-
fections disease in the Borough. This is discussed at
length later in the report.

For the third successive year no cases of diptheria
have been notified.

I wish to thank the Chairman and Members of the
Health Committee for their interest during the year and
to the Officials of the other Corporation departments for
their co-operation and assistance.

The staff of the Health Department have again worked
as a team and are to be congratulated for their unremitting
efforts.

I remain,

Your Worship, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
A. DONALDSON,
Medical Officer of Health.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Blyth.
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COMMENTS ON STATISTICS

Popurarion.—The registrar-general’'s estimated mid-
1952 population was 34,010. It is disappointing that there
has been no increase in population in a community which
provides such a variety of occupations.

UncorrecTED BirTH RATE.—The birth rate fell from
19.7 per 1,000 population in 1951 to 18.17 in 1952.

CruptE DeAaTH RATE.—The death rate fell from 13.28
per 1,000 population in 1951 to 10.3 per 1,000 estimated
home population in 1952.

INFANTILE MoRTALITY RaTE.—(Deaths of infants
under 1 year). The very low incidence of infant mortality
—a record in every sense—may have been a fortunate
incident. I feel, however, that there must be contributory

factors and I would like to think that some of these might
be: —

The excellent maternity service and high degree of
skill provided by the general practitioners in Blyth.

The facilities provided for ante natal examination at
the Maternity and Child Welfare Centre and the care and
interest of the midwives.

The intensive follow up of all infants and especially
ailing ones by the Health Visitors.

I do not think that the opening of a maternity hospital

in Blyth has any significance in reducing the infant
mortality.

~ In a country with an ageing population it is of vital
importance to preserve infant life.

NE0-NATAL MORTALITY RATE.—(Deaths of infants
under 1 month). The neo-natal death rate of 9.7 per
1,000 births was also the lowest recorded in Blyth. There
were 6 neo-natal deaths.

MATERNAL MorTALITY.—There were no maternal
deaths in Blyth during 1952.

Deatas.—Cardio-vascular disease was still the
commonest cause of death-—141 (40 per cent. of total
deaths) made up of 84 males (41 per cent. of male deaths)
and 57 females (38 per cent. of female deaths).

5






Foop PoisoNing.—There were twenty-four notifica-
tions of food poisoning. There were no deaths. The
outbreaks are discussed in another part of the report.

DipataeRrIA.—For the third year in succession there
have been no cases of diphtheria. This is due to the very
high immunisation rate that exists in the Borough. Every
effort will be made to maintain this.

TusercuLosis.—There were 96 notifications of pul-
monary tuberculosis and 7 notifications of non-pulmonary
tuberculosis.

At the end of 1952 there were 440 cases of tuberculosis
on the register—391 pulmonary, 49 non-pulmonary.

There were 11 deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis and
1 from non-pulmonary. This is a considerable reduction
from 1951 when the figures were 19 and 4 respectively.

Tuberculosis in Blyth is far from satisfactory in spite
of the increasing amount of work performed by the Chest
Clinic. The staff there, are fully alive to the fact that
Blyth is a black spot as far as this disease 1s concerned and
this in spite of the regular routine examinations carried
out on patients and contacts. A new feature in the
campaign against this disease is the introduction of two
sessions—one on Friday evenings and one on Saturday
mornings when patients can be x-rayed by a miniature
camera by request—either from their doctor, nurse,
M.O.H., etc., without having to see or have an appoint-
ment with the chest physician and the patient’s doctor is
informed if there is any lesion present. Itis a quick method
of deahng with a pnpulatmn already tuberculosis conscious
and it is an excellent method for dealing with organised
groups like ambulance drivers, home helps, etc. 1 would
like to see the Education Department make use of it
especially for their staffs. I feel that adults who are in
such close contact with large numbers of children should
be 100 per cent. certain that they are free from disease. I
cannot imagine that anyone who is sufficiently interested
in children to become a teacher, would refuse to have x-ray
examinations at regular intervals.

In spite of all that is being done to combat tuberculosis
I am certain that there are undiscovered reservoirs of the
disease in the community. Those undiscovered infected
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NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948,
Section 47 and the NATIONAL ASSISTANCE
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1951.

In 1952 one person was removed to hospital under the
National Assistance (Amendment) Act, 1951. This was a
woman, living alone in filthy, unhygienic conditions. She
was in a state of semi-starvation and was suspected of
having a malignant condition of her mouth.

She refused all offers of hospital accommodation and
it was felt necessary to have her removed under a
magistrates order for her own safety. She was seen by a

istrate who was satisfied that the request of her own
doctor and the Medical Officer was reasonable and the
order under the above Act was made.

The woman remained in hospital quite contented until
her death 5 months later.

In response to requests by general practitioners many
visits were made to aged persons and to chronic sick.
Where there were relatives, every effort was made to get
them to attend to the needs of the old people with the assist-
ance of the County Nursing Services and the Home Help
Service. Two persons were removed to Part ITI accommo-
dation at the request of the Medical Officer—both single
men living alone. Nine persons, two men and seven
women were admitted to the chronic sick wards after they
had been seen by the Medical Officer. They were all living
alone or had reached a state, which was beyond the
resources of the family and district nurse, and the only

answer was admission to hospital. These were voluntary
admissions.



FOOD POISONING

Two outbreaks of food poisoning occurred in Blyth
during 1952. One occurred in March and the other in
July.

The Health Department was informed of an outbreak
of gastro enteritis at Cowpen on 2nd March, 1952.
Investigation revealed that a christening party had been
held on that day and that 33 persons had eaten food at the
party. Of these, 26 were allected with the signs and
symptoms of food poisoning. Some of the cases showed
marked prostration, shock, and severe diarrhcea.

The onset of symptoms varied from 3 to 164 hours but
the average time was 5-6 hours—indicating the probability
of pre-formed toxin. The meal consisted of spam, jellied
pork—both obtained from shops in Blyth—and pease
pudding made at the house in question. Of the 33 persons
at risk one person only ate spam, pork and pease pudding
without ill effects. 26 persons ate pease pudding and were
all affected. A baby aged 1 year ate some spam with no
ill effects. One person ate pease pudding only and was
affected.

Of the 7 not affected, 6 had no spam, pork or pease
pudding—the other being the person unaffected in spite of
eating the whole meal.

No other cases of food poisoning likely to be connected
with the spam or pork were reported and careful
investigations were made at the shops concerned. These
establishments were completely exonerated. The presump-
tive evidence appeared to be that the pease pudding was
the offending food.

As in many of these cases no spam or pork remained
for investigation. Specimens of these from the shops
converned, however, produced no pathogens.

All stools of affected persons were negative on
laboratory examination for food poisoning organisms.

A sample of the pease pudding was obtained and
produced a mixed growth of Type I faecal coli, heemolytic
streptococei and micrococei.

The standard of hygiene in the home left much to be
desired.

One fact that was discovered from the stool examina-
tions was that 8 persons were affected with shigella sonnei.
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On the 3rd July notification was received of suspected
cases of food poisoning. Six cases were identified as having
the signs and symptoms of this disease.

The cases occurred in three families and the common
food was discovered to be pork pies. No-one in the families
concerned was affected who had not eaten the pies.

The pies were made by a Glasgow firm on 24th June
and despatched to Newcastle that night. They were
delivered to the shop on the 25th. This was a holiday week
and some of the pies were not sold until the 26th.

The outbreak was not confined to Blyth but occurred
in other towns wherever this batch of pies had been
delivered.

Salmonella Typhimurinum was isolated from the stools
of the patients. The Vi phage typing was 2c.

A pie was obtained in Bedlington where there was a
similar outbreak and Salmonella Typhimurium was
cultured from it. The Vi phage typing was 2c.

This was a most satisfactory conclusion to such: an

outbreak.

Later information revealed that the infection appeared
to have originated from a worker in the bakery who was
found to be a carrier of the disease.

SICK BENEFIT SCHEME

During the year 1952, 258 workmen lost work through
sickness. Ninety-six were seen at the Health Department
and most cases were seen on more than one occasion.

1950 1951 1952
Number of workmen sick ........... 129 197 258
RNumber of days lost by sickness (six
e R e R 3,672 4,635 7,403%
Number of workmen employed .. .... 255 440 491
Average length of time off sick ...... 284 24 284
Percentage of workmen sick during
e T R e A E 509, 44-89, 52-59,
Number of days lost per 100 workmen
[F707 113 1 e oo i e e 1,400 1,053 1,508






Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area

ARrea,—No Change. ACREAGE.—6,487.
PoruraTion.—Registrar-General’s Estimate, 34,010,
RateaBLE VALUE (1st April, 1952).—£179,663.

SuM REPRESENTED BY A PENNY RATE (estimated).—£701.

Extracts from Vital Statistics
Comparability Factor—DBirths 1.02 Deaths 1.15.

1952 1951
The uncorrected birth Rate per 1,000 estimated Home population 18-2 19-7
The standardised Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated Home population  18-56 20-09
The Crude Death Rate per 1,000 estimated Home population ... 10-3 13-28
The standardised Dieath Rate per 1,000 estimated Home population 11-84 15-27
The Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births .............. 7-80 31:15
The Neo-Natal Mortality Rate (dying in 4 weeks) per 1,000 Births  9-70 14-83
The Still Birth Rate per 1,000 Live and Still Births. . ............ 17-48 17-4
Tuberculosis Death Rate per 1,000 estimated Home population .. 0-38 065
FL T St P PP Nil. Nil.

1944 1945 1946 1047 1048 1940 1850 1951 1952
Number of Births (Live) . 705 658 764 838 737 708 660 674 618

Number of Deaths ...... 307 394 440 469 362 22 417 453 352
Number of Births inexcess
of Deaths .......... J08 964 324 389 375 286 243 221 266

Infantile Deaths and Infantile Mortality Rates for
Ten Year Period 1943-1952

1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 19049 1950 1951 1962

DoREDS: . -oeenmnm 390 50 38 45 43 41y 28 31 21 11
Infant Mortality
Rata: 00000 64-5 70O 577 628 524 542 305 469 31-15 17-B0

The principal causes of Infant Deaths were as
follows : —

O R IR B et s st o v s o s R i 1
Cerabro Bpinal Meningitis .....ccve0rioeneceincinrionsranss 1
BEtH Trama: v i 1 (Weo-Matal)..ovoiiiivanas 1
Lober Pneumonia with new borm . .1 (Neo-Natal).............. 1
Bronoho PIstamonit . ... ss e aeiesess s ose st 2
Septicemia of new born .......... L (Meo-MNatal) .ot ey 1
Dehydration ......cooeirininaniiiaiiieniiiiiiaa, 1
Prematurity «....ovcvcverarinnn. 9 (MNeo=MNatal)......ooueeias 2
Myelomeningocele ............... 1 (Weo-Natal). . ..... i | T

6 (Neo-Natal) 11
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DEATHS, 1952
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PART II—ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE, 1952
Resumé of work carried out by the Health Department.

Public Health Act, 1936

Nuisances.—A total of 2,859 inspections were made
by the Sanitary Inspectors duung 1952, arising out of
nuisances and general complaints by the publm

Owing to consistently rising costs of house repair it
becomes increasingly difficult to persuade owners to carry
out other than the minimum of work and the bare schedule
of visits and list of repairs carried out as shown on Page 49
gives little indication of the amount of time and energy
spent in correspondence and interviews with tenants,
owners and builders in an effort to solve by amicable means,
the various problems which arise, to the satisfaction of all
concerned.

COLLIERY SproILBANKS.—Periodic inspections of the
spoilbanks in the district are made in order that the
remedial measures as outlined in the Annual Report for
1951 be maintained.

Particular attention was paid to the New Delaval
Colliery spoilbank where tipping at an increased level over
the existing layer had caused spontaneous combustion and
after consultation with the National Coal Board a pipe
range of some 1,200 yards was laid, together with branch
sprays along the whole of the face.

Initially a twenty-four hour spraying of the spoilbank
was made for a period of several weeks which resulted in
greatly minimising the nuisance and at the present moment
approximately a sixteen hour spraying is carried out per
day.

Attention is also being given to the Horton Grange
Colliery where consolidation by bulldozing followed by
water spraying is being maintained.

MoveaBLE DwELLINGS.—There is only one licensed site
in the Borough, being on the Links Road facing the fore-
shore, where camping is permitted during the period 1st
April to 30th September. A high standard is maintained
both by the owner and by the persons using the site with
regard to hygiene and vehicles and no complaints were
received 431111'11"1-3r the year.
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The existing site would appear to fill the needs of
holiday makers who wish to either park their caravans
during the whole of the summer period, for week-end visits
or for a limited holiday period only, but irom time to time
requests have been made for parking facilities for persons
residing in the Borough for business reasons who are unable
to obtain accommodation.

Although such requests have not been numerous, con-
sideration might be given to the establishment by the
Council of what might be termed a ‘‘residential’’ site, which
could be utilised as a “‘holiday’’ site when the need for
permanent residence no longer arose. The establishment
of such a site would largely overcome the sporadic and un-
authorised camping which occurs in the Borough from time
to time and overcome the difficulty of having to deal with
such cases individually as they arise.

LicENsEp PrEmises.—There are 43 licensed houses,
16 licensed clubs and one licensed dance hall in the district
and regular inspections of these are carried out. During
1950 and 1951, alterations and improvements were carried
out to forty of these premises at the request of either the
Licensing Magistrates or the Health Department and
during 1952 improvements were effected to a further six
premises.

As these works are listed in the hali-yearly reports to
the Health Committee it is not proposed to outline them
here.

Further alterations and improvements are at present
being contemplated or are in progress.

Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948

Routine work under the Acts was carried out during
the year and in conjunction with H.M. Inspector of
Factories a revised schedule of the factories in the area was
compiled.

During the year the entire sanitary accommodation of
the Blyth Dry Docks and Shipbuilding Co., was overhauled
after several consultations with the management and the
various improvements as suggested by the Health Depart-
ment and H.M. Inspector of Factories were carried out.
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Although the number of visits shown was not large, the
majority of these premises are visited regularly throughout
the year under other powers such as the Public Health Aect,
the Food and Drugs Act, etc., so that a much greater degree
of supervision is given than that shown by visits specifically
under the Factories Acts themselves. See Pages 53 /55.

OvrworkERs.—There were eight outworkers on the
Register at the end of the year, these being employed by
Rema Ltd., Bedlington, on glove manufacture. All these
premises were inspected and found satisfactory and no
infectious diseases occurred at the homes during the year.

SHOPS ACT, 1950

Regular inspections are made with regard to the
provisions of the Act in relation to heating, lighting,
ventilation, sanitary accommodation and the provision of
washing facilities and the figures given under this heading
can be coupled with those shown as inspection of food
premises, so that a comprehensive survey of practically all
shop premises can be accepted as a part of the routine work
of the Department.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

There are only two persons licensed to carry on the
business of a Pet Shop in the Borough and on inspection
the premises were found to be satisfactory in all respects.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

As shown by the schedule of treatments on Page 59,
the Rodent Officer has carried out his duties in a very able
manner and on only one occasion was it found necessary
to have recourse to formal action, the treatment being
carried out by agreement immediately upon service of the
notice.

From the figures shown it will be noted that the
primary sources of rat infestation are in the sewers, refuse
tips, farms, allotments, piggeries and stables, but these are
only recurrent infestations and are not of a major type. A
regular service is provided to all these premises, and re-
covery charges when due amounted to £109 14s. 7d.

As always, particular attention is paid to food premises
and in general the traders are aware of the service provided

32



by the Health Department and are most anxrous that treat-
ments should be carried out where required.

In addition to the treatments shown, regular survey
work of the Borough is carried out.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS
ACT, 1951

There are no registered or licensed premises in the
Borough, only two traders using filling materials for the
purpose of the re-conditioning of upholstery.

In both cases the materials used are those which satisfy
the British Standards Institution Mark Scheme.

Atmospheric Pollution

The primary sources of atmospheric pollution in the
Borough arise from the discharge of coal for export from
the coaling staiths on the river, the discharge of coal from
open cast production for dispatch by rail from the Plessey
Road Site and from the Colliery Spoilbanks which are dealt
with on Page 30 of the Report.

When it is realised that some five and a half million
tons of coal are shipped annually, some idea of the pollution
of the atmosphere might be gleaned.

In these days of modern engineering skill, surely it is
not too much to expect that some form of dustless loading
could be devised. If the value to the country of the coal
so exported is taken into account, the economics of provid-
ing such equipment should not be unbearable although the
general discomfort to the residents of the Borough over a
period of many years may well be so.

Public Cleansing

In March, 1949, a Sub-Committee of the Health
Committee considered the question of the inauguration of
a Municipal Dust Bin Scheme for the Borough when it was
recommended that having regard to the circumstances no
alteration be made in the present arrangements regarding
the provision of dustbins.

Since that time a considerable number of appeals on
the vexed question of whether the Owner or the Occupier
should provide a dustbin have been held in various parts
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channels and street gullies and the deposit of stone and
other waste materials on any patch of vacant ground in the
vicinity.

There is also a grave risk to life and limb by the

obstruction of footpaths and highways during the hours
of darkness and the possible danger to vehicles.

Strenuous efforts should now be made to induce the
National Coal Board to supply only *‘bagged’’ coal to their
employees.

Privy Conversions

Formal Consent was received from the Minister of
Housing and Local Government for the borrowing by the
Council of £592 being one half the cost of the privy con-
versions of the Railway Cottages, Bebside, including the
sewer connection.

Public Conveniences

During the year the Borough Engineer submitted plans
and detailed estimates amounting to £3,884 in connection
with the erection of public conveniences at the following
sites.

(1) Beach Road at its junction with Links Road.
(2) Cowpen Cemetery.

(3) DBroadway east side (between Kingsway and Plessey

Road).

The plans and estimates were forwarded to the Ministry
of Housing and Local Government for consideration pend-
ing formal application for a loan but a reply was received
that in view of the economic situation and shortage of
controlled materials, the Minister was unable to consider
schemes of this nature and asking the Council to defer their
proposals.

In view of this information it was recommended that
no further action be taken at that time but that provision
be made in the estimates for 1953 /54 for the erection of a

public convenience out of revenue.
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Legal Proceedings

Following the service of notices under Section 75 of the
Public Health Act, 1936, regarding the provision of dust
bins, appeals were lodged by an owner in respect of two
properties in the Borough against the requirements of the
“Borough Council that he should provide the dust bins.

The case was heard before a Court of Summary
Jurisdiction, the Solicitor for the Owner basing his argu-
ments on the question of the exercise of discretion by the
Council with regard to the service of the notices on the
Owner or the Tenants and on the question of increased cost
of maintenance with regard to the properties generally.

In one case the appeal was dismissed, the other being
adjourned for one month for submission by the Owner of
mdividual figures for revenue and expenditure. The
adjourned appeal was later withdrawn by the Owner.

HOUSING
Housing Act, 1936

SLUM CrearaNcE—Following the re-housing of the
the occupiers, a total of 67 houses were demolished during
the year, being principally those situated in the Bebside No.
1 (Front Street) and Cowpen No. 2 (Dixon Terrace) Clear-
ance Areas.

Of the pre-war slum clearance areas there now remains
for demolition the practically vacated Quayside Area and
the Cowpen Colliery and Cowpen Road Clearance Areas
where the National Coal Board are boarding up the houses
on vacation, pending eventual demolition.

DeEMorLiTION AND CLOSING :

SectioN 11—DemorniTion—52 Individual unfit
houses were the subject of representation during the year,
these being situate principally in the Kitty Brewster,
Grainger Street and Coomassie Road areas.

In addition to this, some 76 houses were demolished,
Erincipall}f situate 1n the Phoenix Street and Coomassie
oad areas, some 298 persons being re-housed.
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than that the selected applicants for interview had the
requisite number of points according to their applications.
In consultation with the Housing Manager it was agreed
that the lists of all applicants according to points grouping
and in strict rotational order according to year of applica-
tion should be supplied and in every case pre-investigation
is carried out by the Sanitary Inspectors and detailed
information regarding the applicant and housing conditions
provided to the Istates Committee. Full co-operation
between the Departments is ensured by the return by the
Housing Manager of a completed list of approved or
disapproved applicants, following interview.

MaINTENANCE,—The position is rapidly being reached
where certain groups of houses cannot be made fit in
relation to their value. In such cases the following action
can be taken by the Council : —

(1) To clear the areas by means of slum Clearance Orders.

(2) To demolish individual unfit houses with the prob-
ability of leaving unsightly gaps.

(3) The Council could purchase and renovate although
there is naturally a limit to the amount of work of
this type which could be done.

(4) Assistance could be given by means of Improvements
Grants under the Housing Act, 1949.

There appears to be one major difficulty in applying
the last named method, in that under the present legislation
individual applications can be approved under certain
regulated conditions, which might create ‘‘islands’ of
improved properties amongst areas that must eventually
be cleared. Aliternatively, applications could be invited
from all the owners in selected areas to submit applications
for Improvement Grants, with no guarantee that the
owners would agree to proceed with such a scheme,

In my opinion the only satisfactory method in which
this could be successfully achieved would be by the amend-
ment of existing legislation so that such work could be done
by eompulsory action in approved areas, subject to right of
appeal by the owners concerned. Alternatively a reduced
standard of fitness to qualify for grant will have to be
accepted.
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in order that some real assessment might be made of the
actual overcrowding needs and a reasonable picture be
given of the types of dwellings, amenities or lack of them
and probable life of various properties.

As the previous survey which dealt with overcrowding
solely was carried out in 1936, an up-to-date survey would
be of great value to the Council in formulating their future
housing policy and of value to the Department in presenting
an overall picture of the Borough, so that decisions could he
reached as to whether certain areas were to be provisionally
scheduled for future clearance, re-development or repair.

Problem Families

In continuance of the policy of the Health Department
as outlined in the Annual Report for 1951, regular attention
was given to the question of “‘Problem Families” within
the Borough and in conjunction with all health and
ancillary services, every effort was made to improve the

home conditions of these families.

At first glance this would appear to be an insurmount-
able task but patient effort, although accompanied by many
sethacks, will undoubtedly have its effect in minimising the
problem.

There still remains, however, a ‘‘hardcore’” of such
cases where the family history over a period of years is one
of squalor, laziness and indifference, which is frequently
accompanied by marital differences between the husband
and wife. When one considers the cost to the community
of the provision of public services to these people it would
appear to be a waste of public monies, but the first care of
all concerned must be for the children.

Several tenants residing in Council houses were called
before the Estates Committee and severely warned that
unless improvement was affected drastic action would be
taken. In one such case possession was obtained and in
another the tenant voluntarily vacated the house. There
remain, however, other cases, often with a considerable
number of children, where eviction cannot readily be
contemplated except as a last resort.

In view of the cost of construction of the average
Council house together with its maintenance which, in the
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5. New equipment provided:
Wet Fish ..
Fish and Chip
Cooked Meats
Grocery

6. Wash-up sinks installed

7. Wash-basins installed

8. Gas heaters provided ...

Q0 Q0 Q0 = = b9

Further improvements were either contemplated or in
progress at the end of the year.

Baxeries : Worthy of special comment was the official
opening on the 23rd August, 1952, of the Blyth Co-opera-
tive Society’'s new Bakery at Newcastle Road, Newsham,
and I am indebted to the GGeneral Manager of the Company
for the following description of the structure and equip-
ment.

The building is a two storied ferro-concrete and brick
structure. The top floor comprises Offices, Flour and
Sundries store and Dough Room. Flour is conveyed from
street level to the Flour store by automatic sack elevator and
other merchandise by lift.

The Dough room has tiled walls throughout, the
flooring being of steel tiles. This room houses (1) Viennora
Kneader (2) Automatic Water Tempering, Measuring and
Mixing Machine. The Kneader Pans with dough are lifted
by the latest Elevo Pan Tilting Machine and dough
deposited into hopper of dough dividing machine, serving
the Automatic Loaf Making Plant on the floor below.

The first floor houses all the automatic loaf making
plant which is the most modern in the United Kingdom and
is comprised of one Dough Dividing Machine ; one conical
table Handing-up Machine; one automatic Eight Piece
Prover designed to prove 1,200-2 lb. or 1,860-1 1b. pieces
per hour ; one conical table Moulding Machine ; one Multi-
spindle Moulder ; one Drum Moulder ; one all purB{::-se Final
Prover ; one swinging tray single lap Travelling Oven.

All the above machinery is interlinked by conveyors,
while the final baked loaf passes by conveyors to the cir-
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Food and Drugs (Milk, Dairies and Artificial Cream) Act,
1950

The milk supply to the Borough is provided by the
Co-operative Society’s High Temperature, Short-Time
Pasteurising Plant, plus five dairyinen retailing bottled
pasteurised milk from Coast Creameries Ltd., of whom four
m addition retail tuberculin-tested pasteurised milk and
36 shops retailing sterilised milk.

Samples of pasteurised milk are taken regularly for
the Methylene Blue and Phosphatase Tests, raw milk prior

to pasteurisation for Bacillus Tuberculosis and milk bottles
for sterility.

There were no positive samples of B. Tuberculosis
recorded during the year which is extremely gratifying. See
Page 50.

Slaughter of Animals

Further improvements to the Abattoir were carried out
during the year in the following form; electrification of
hand winches ; the beast and sheep lairages constructed in
1951 were sheeted in; new lighting was installed in the
cattle and pig slaughtering halls and the hanging room ;
feeding racks and water troughs were provided for all
lairages and a considerable section of the sett paved yard
was concreted. In addition a new Mess Room was con-
structed for the slaughtermen.

Only limited improvements can now be contemplated
as the existing building and site do not lend themselves to
expansion.

The number of animals slaughtered during the year
was 9,074, an increase of 1,531 over the 1951 figures. A
proportion of this increase was due to the installation of
the new pig slaughtering equipment which has resulted in
the figures rising as follows—1950: 56 ; 1951: 394; 1952:
996 pigs slaughtered.

As before, the quality of animals slaughtered was of a
high standard, the condemnation of carcases being only five
out of 1,602 cattle slaughtered (0.319%): ten out of 6,467
sheep slaughtered (0.15%); and one out of 996 pigs
slaughtered (0.19%).

Of the 1,457 cattle excluding cows slaughtered, none
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No further glass was discovered in any of the sweets
submitted although the particles were confirmed by the
Public Analyst as being glass.

The sweets complained of together with the glass were
talken before a Justice of the Peace and a certificate of con-
demnation under Section 9 of the Food and Drugs Act,
1938, was obtained.

Further investigations were carried out at the factory
regarding the methods of preparation and it was discovered
that at some previous date the thick glass base of a thermo-
meter used in the manufacture had been fractured but had
been immediately reported and withdrawn from use. On
examination it appeared to be a clean break with no pieces
missing but on touching the fracture lightly a number of fine
splinters of glass were dislodged.

The hygiene and manufacturing methods of the
Company which had been long established are of a high

standard and it was recommended by the Health Committee
that no action be taken.

Since that time precautions have been taken that in
the event of a similar occurrence, the mix will be immedi-
ately withdrawn and destroyed.

Legal Proceedings
Proceedings under Section 9 of the Food and Drugs
Act, 1938, were taken during the vear against two manu-

facturers in respect of the selling of foodstuffs found to be
unfit for human consumption.

In the first case a fine of £10 plus £2 2s. 0d. costs was
imposed and in the second case a fine of £10 was imposed.

Administration

Since the end of the war the volume of administrative
work has steadily increased for all local government depart-
ments and this is one aspect of the work for which no figures
can be given and which is little understood.

During the course of any one year the man-hours spent
on annual reports, monthly committee reports, correspond-
ence, interviews, telephone calls and the keeping of all types
of detailed records by every department is phenomenal and
I should like to pay a tribute in general to the co-operation
of the officials of the Council and the staff of the Health
Department in particular for their ready and willing
assistance for which I am greatly indebted.
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