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BOROUGH OF BLYTH

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1951

Your Worsnip, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report
on the Public Health and Sanitary Conditions in the
Borough during the year 1951.

The population was given as 34,110 which is a decrease
of 1,190 from 1950. This is due almost certainly to the
fact that the 1951 census produced more accurate figures.
Previously the figures were estimates and liable to error.

The Birth Rate rose from 18.8 per 1,000 estimated
population to 19.7. This is interesting and gratifying as
the Birth Rate for the country fell from 15.8 per 1,000 to
15.5. The Blyth rate is greatly above the average and here
is a town obviously very much alive with a growing popu-
lation of young people. The provision of adequate housing
accommodation may well be an important factor in the
high Birth Rate.

I am very pleased to report that the Infant Mortality
rate (Deaths of infants under 1 year) was 31.1 per 1,000
live births. This is a record low figure for Blyth. There
were 21 infant deaths—10 of these were infants under
1 month.

Tuberculosis is the most important infectious disease
which occurs in Blyth and there is still cause for concern
at the rising death rate from this disease. This matter is
discussed at length elsewhere in this report.

For the second successive year no case of diphtheria
was notified in the Borough.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Com-
mittee I would extend my thanks for their encouragement
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

There were 800 cases of infectious disease notitied in
Blyth during 1951 —a decrease of 361 from 1950.

MEAsLES.—As in former years this was the commonest
notifiable infectious disease there being 490 cases. There
were no deaths.

Wuooring Coven.—There were 93 cases notilied
compared with 282 in 1950. There was one death from
whooping cough in an infant under the age of 1 year.
Although the fall in cases is a natural one it is hoped that
M. & C.W. Clinics and general practitioners will advocate
inoculation against this digease. 1 have nodoubt, that these
inoculations if given correctly between the ages of 11-6
months, minimise the chances of the child contracting this
disease and certainly mitigate the severity of the disease
if infection occurs. Whooping cough is probably the most
distressing children’s disease and the most fatiguing for
patient and parent and everything to lessen its effects
should be attempted especially within the first six months
of life.

I have not the same faith in the combined diphtheria
and pertussis vaccine as the two vaccines used separately
I feel that the maximum benefit is not always obtained.

SCARLET FEVER.—There were 57 cases of scarlet fever,
There were no deaths.

MexiNcococcaLl INFEcTION, —There were five cases of
meningococcal infection with one death.

There were no notified cases of the following diseases—
Typhoid, paratyphoid, poliomyelitis, acute encephalitis,
food poisoning or diphtheria.

It is gratifying to report no cases of diphtheria for the

second successive year. Every effort to maintain a high
immunisation rate in the community must be made.

TuBErcULOSIS.—There were 90 cases of tuberculosis
notitied during the year, 88 pulmonary, 2 non-pulmonary.
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coming in contact with any cases at all. This vaccination
is one which allows the child to develop a considerable
immunity to tuberculosis and lessens the risk of contracting
the disease. '

Where a patient is confined to bed and has an isolated
room, the danger of mfﬂ:tmg other persons is minimised
but the housing problem is so acute in Blyth that it is not
possible to carry out this obvious preventive measure to
anything like the extent that is required. It has been
stated that advanced cases, probably bevond cure, if ad-
mitted to hospital, deprive patients of bedspace who would
benefit greatly from Sanatorium treatment. No doubt
this is perfectly true and if complete isolation can be
obtained at home it is right that a chronic patient should
not impede a case capable of being cured. But what of
the open case returning to overcrowded conditions and
being in contact with children, adolescents and young
people ¥ Are these cases to remain as open foci of in-
fection ? Are the contacts not as important as a curable
case ? Would it not be less expensive to prevent infection
by retaining the open case in hospital than having more
than one person under constant review where the open
case returns to a crowded household ?

The tuberculosis case rate in Blyth is 10.8 per 1,000
population and 2.2 per 1,000 population are active sputum
positive cases.

Case Rate per 1,000 population :—

1947 8.1 per 1,000

1948 WD) 531 By
1949 8.1ve Do
1950 L R It
1951 lﬂg * "

AGED AND CHRONIC SICK

The National Health Service Act, 1946, was meant to
be an advance in the medical services of the Country. In
most cases it was an advance. It brought the benefits of
skilled treatment within the reach of almost every person
in the land. As far as the aged and chronic sick are con-
cerned, however, there has been a retrogression in their
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care and management. This is not due to a lessening of
interest in their well being by their doctors or the Health
Authorities but due to the inability of the Regional Hospital
Board to accommodate and care for this unfortunate
section of the population.

In the days of Municipal hospitals there was never
this acute bed shortage, waiting lists were cleared in a

matter of days and urgent cases could be admitted some-
where at once.

The position at the present time is such that the general
practitioner, knowing that it is almost impossible to obtain
an admission of this kind, often does not try. There is no
intermediate authority with powers to obtain an admission.
This, in my opinion, should be the responsibility of the
M.0.H. He is well qualified to judge both on medical and
social conditions and in most cases would be willing to bear
the responsibility. Even now his designation can play a
part in obtaining admission of an urgent case where his
actual authority is non-existent.

Why should it be necessary to certify a patient to
obtain a hospital bed ? Many patients—rightly diagnosed
as senile dementia—are not really patients requiring
certification, they are patients requiring hospital nursing,

No one wishes to remove a patient to hospital if the
patient can be nursed at home. However, it requires
relatives to carry out such measures and where relatives
are within reasonable distance, and attentive, hospitalisation
is unnecessary. There is an increasing number of old men
and women who appear either to be alone in the world or
who are entirely neglected by their relatives. Family
responsibility is no longer something that can be taken for
granted. The present generation appear to be losing the
family unity of former days.

Much can be done for the aged and chronic sick by
home nursing and the Home Help Service but there comes
a time when the patient becomes bedridden, or so helpless
and the danger of fire becomes so acute, that the patient
and the community must be protected. In such cases,
hospital care is indicated, but often only obtained if the
patient refuses to be admitted and the National Assistance
Act, 1948, has to be invoked.
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Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area

ArEA.—No change. ACREAGE.—6,487.

Poruration.—Registrar-General’s Estimate, 30th .June,
1951 —34,110.

RATEABLE VALUE (lst April, 1951).—£177,379.
SuM REPRESENTED BY A PENNY RATE (estimated).—£691,

Extracts from Vital Statistics
Comparability Factor—Birth 1.02 Deaths 1.15.

1951 1950
The uncorrected Birth Rate per 1,000
estimated Home population ... 19.7 18.8
The standardised Birth Rate per lﬁﬂﬂ
estimated Home population ... 20.09 —
The Crude Death Rate per 1,000 -:r&tlma,ted
Home population ... .. 13.28 11.8
The standardised Death R&te per 1 Ifl{]l'.]
estimated Home population ... 15.27 —
The Infant Mortality Rate per llI'I'l'Irl'iI Ll‘iﬂf‘
Birbhe | oo b e eSS0 . 31.16 46.9
The Neo-Natal Mortality Rate (dying in
4 weeks per 1,000 Births ... 14.83 31.8
The Still Birth Rate per 1,000 Live and
Sl Birthe. ..o nniliam s et 17.4 27.9
Tuberculosis Death Rate per 1,000 pﬂpu-
- 1) PO sttt SUTETEER 0.48
Maternal Mnrtallty e e R e T Nil

1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951
Number of Births (Live) ... 705 658 764 858 737 708 660 674
Number of Deaths ......... 397 394 440 469 362 422 417 453

Number of Births in excess
of Peaths L. il isl 308 284 324 389 375 286 243 221

Infantile Deaths and Infantile Mortality Rates for Ten
Year Period 19421951

1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951

Deaths ........ 23 39 650 38 48 45 40 28 31 21
Infant Mortality
Rate ......... 42.6 64.5 709 57.7 62.8 52.4 54.2 39.56 46.931.156
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The principal causes of Infant Deathswere as follows:—

Broncho Pneumonia 1 (Neo-Natal) 4
Acute Bronchitis 2
Whooping Cough 1
(astro-Enteritis 1
Prematurity 4 (Neo-Natal) 4
Oesophageal Atresia 1 (Neo-Natal) 1
Spina Bifida 1 (Neo-Natal) 1
Congenital Heart Disease 1 (Neo-Natal) 1
Convulsions 1
Hydrocephalus 2
Haemolytic disease of Newborn 1 (Neo-Natal) 1
Congenital Atelectasis 1 (Neo-Natal) 1
Fibroeystic disease of Pancreas 1

10 (Neo-Natal) 21

Neo-Natal Deaths (Infants who died within 4 weeks).

Infant Deaths, 1951

PossiBLY AVOIDABLE UNAVOIDABLE

Broncho Pneumonia ........coeeeeeeee 4 Bromafiiribyy .o conminsonsssiiansas 4
Acute Bronchitis ......c.coovviveiinnee. 2 Oeaophageal Al-l‘Bﬂlﬂ 1
Whooping Cough  ........cccocveveeen 1 Spina Bifida .......... ST |
Gastro-Enteritis ................... 1 Congenital Heart Disease ......... 1
Convulgions ......... = 1
Hydrocephalus .......... o 4
Haemolytic disease of Newborn 1
Congenital Atelectasis . 1
Fibrooystic dizease of Pam e . 1
L] 13

DEATHS FROM CERTAIN CAUSES, 1951
Code Nao. Tnternational Clossification Male Female Total
002 Pulmonary Tuberculosis ......... 12 7 19
010 Tuberculosis of Meninges 2 - 2
a1l Paritonoum 1 e 1
016G B s s w K 1 —_— 1
025 Damantm Paralytica T e e - 1 1
053 1 — 1
056 ing Enugh : = 1 1
0537 Meningococcal infaction ...... 1 - 1
142.1 Malignant 1"'i[vm:r]:tlmi|11—H1.l|.'r|1|i.'|.:‘tlIlr.u“_',.f giﬂnd - 1 1
146 = o —Nasopharynx e - 1 1
150 1] L1 —UEEIU]}I!H-ELIH & — =
151 = 5 —*8tomach . e s ) L] 18
153 e i —Large I_ul..estum 1 3 4
154 e A —BBOBIIN . ovvecinneiinnasnninne 1 1 2
155 a3 = L G S 1 . 3
157 i e —Panereas 1 — 1
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TUBERCULOSIS, 1944-1951

Table showing the number of Pulmonary Tuberculosis
cases notified in the respective years and the number of
deaths which have occurred, and the time elapsed from
notification to death :—

Pariod within which death occurred
Year | No. of Noti-| No. of ; !
ficatione | Deaths |Under 1-2 | 2-3 | 3-4 | 4-5 54 7-8
! 1wyr. | yra. | yra. | yrs. | yre. | yra. | yms.
1951 S8 ] g S =t e e e (.
1950 B4 7 T — — — — — | —
1949 72 11 5 3 3 — —_ — —_
1948 1] 19 T 8 3 1 - — | =
1947 47 23 6 | 12 3 1 1 | =] -
1646 5] 26 21 2 2 . — — =
1945 o 21 12 T 1 — — 1 —
1944 .1 25 5 i i 7 1 _— 1
Totals ald 136 it a7 18 9 2 1 | |
I
Tuberculosis, 1951
Notifieations Deaths
Males r Females Males i Females
Pul. [Non-Pul| Pul. |Nen-Pul| Pul IiNnu-Pul.:' Pul. |Nn:-n~l-"u1.
Totals | 51 2 37 | Nil 14r | 2 7¢ | Wil
» 53 37 16 7
Grand
Totals ] 23
*Ineludes Non-Notified T.1B.
Cpges—32 Deaths.
Tuberculosis, 1940-1951
Year ] All forms of Tubereulosis 1 Number of Death Rate per
: { - Notifieations per year Deaths per year 1000 population
40 a0 0,86
a7 20 0.53
48 31 .45
i) 20 .65
T4 a0 0.98
i 24 0.77
G2 a8 1.1
a8 37 1.1
T 35 1.0
Hd 27 0.76
a2 17 0.48
90 23 065
|






















FOOD HYGIENE

A high standard of hygiene in the food premises in
Blyth is being maintained. Most traders realise the value
and the necessity of treating this matter as one of great
importance. :

In 1951 legal action under the Food and Drugs Aect,
1938, and the Food Byelaws was taken on one occasion
only in respect of unsatisfactory conditions and a heavy
fine was imposed on the offender—the case having been
proved on all points.

One of the problems that faces the Health Department
regarding food handlers is their clothing. This should be
clean at all times and unfortunately this is not always
observed. The difficulties here are :—

1.

!w:-

Most establishments require the employees to
provide their own supply of overalls, ete.

The employee has to wash and iron the overalls
or pay for a laundry to do this.

Laundry expenses can become a big item in a young
female employee’s budget when the minimum
number of overalls is two per week.

Although the responsibility of seeing that the
employees are clean and neat falls on the Owner
or Manager, it would be the employee who would
be prosecuted for wearing dirty overalls,

Suggestions as to how the problem can be tackled are
as follows :—

L.

Shops should provide clothing for their employees—
this would be a quite large initial outlay but in my
opinion an essential one.

The possibility of large firms establishing their own
laundry service should be considered.

It may be advisable to use high aprons instead of
overalls. These could be worn one side one day
and the reverse side the next. Special aprons
should be worn in any case when a dirty job is
being done so that the normal working clothes
are protected.

28
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Lectures in hygiene and food handling were given by
myself and the Senior Sanitary Inspector. These are to
be repeated in the current year. The lectures included
methods of food handling, diseases connected with food
and the final session was given over to a film show.

No outbreak of food poisoning occurred in Blyth
during 1951.

SICK BENEFIT SCHEME

During the year 1951, 197 workmen were sick. Approx-
imately 48 were referred to the Health Department for
examination,

1951 1950

Number of workmen sick 197 129
Number of days lost by sick-

ness 4,635 3,672

Number employed 440 256

In 1951 the average length of time off work was 24
days as opposed to 28} days in 1950.

It will be seen that the number of hours lost during
1951 was approximately 1,000 greater than 1950. It must
be noted, however, that the number employed had in-
creased by 185 men.

1950 1951
Number of days Number of workmen sick Number of workmen sick
off in the period in the period

1—3 9 15
+—7 14 29
8—14 26 32
16—21 20 35
22—28 12 15
20—35 13 13
36—42 5 ]
43—49 3 10
50—a56 a2 a2
a7—63 2 7
64—70 6 8
71—77 5 1
T8—84 5 3
Over 85 1 11
129 197
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It will be seen that the commonest period of absence
was 2-3 weeks.

There is no doubt that this is an excellent scheme for
the employee and the employer. Advice can be given
regarding suitable employment and certain employees have
never been sick after their type of work had been changed,
when formerly they were chronic attenders. Employees
who are apt to try and gain a few extra days sick leave are
persuaded to return to work—and in many cases fail to
attend for examination. The number of real malingerers
is insignificant. Most workers are only too glad to be
passed fit for return to work. The employees take this
examination as a matter of course now and prove really
co-operative. This is really a form of industrial medicine
and its scope will be extended slowly every year.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 Section 47

In 1951 one person was removed under the above
Section. This was a blind widow of 88 years living alone.
She was living in deplorable conditions and was quite
incapable of looking after herself or getting anyone to do
it for her. Her son (66 years) who %md previously made
daily visits and helped her became ill and was unable to
assist her. She refused domestic assistance and was
becoming a danger to the neighbourhood in that she might
easily fall in the fire.

An Order sanctioning her removal to a Home was
granted by the Magistrates for a period of three months
and this was subsequently extended for another three
months. She is now a voluntary patient and is being well
looked after in a local institution.

LOCAL HEALTH SERVICES UNDER PART Il

These fall into two groups :—

(a) Those administered directly by the County Health
Committee,

(b) Those administered by the County Health Committee
through the East Area Health Sub-Committee.
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The former includes :—
(1) Care of expectant and nursing mothers and young
children.
(2) Domiciliary midwifery service and home nursing
service.
(3) Health visiting service.

The latter includes :—

(1) Supervision of the M. & C.W. buildings.

(2) Arrangements for vaccination and immunisation.
- (3) The Ambulance service.

(4) Prevention of Illness, Care and After Care.

(5) Home Help Service.

CArRE oF ExPECTANT AND NUrsING MoTHERS AND YounNa
CHILDREN

This is carried out at three centres in Blyth—M. & C.W.
* Centre, Blyth, Cowpen and New Delaval.
Ante Natal Clinies
These clinics are held on the following days.
M. & C.W. CENTRE, BLyYTH.

Monday, Thursday and Friday (New Bookings) r.m.
Post NaTaL : Every 2nd Tuesday P.M.

Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics
M. & C.W. CENTRE, BLyTH

Tuesday All day
Thursday P.M.
ToppLErs : Every 2nd Monday AM.
Every 2nd Friday AM.
CowPEN
Every 2nd Friday P.M,
ToppLERs : Every 4th Monday P.M,
New DEeLAvAaL
Every 2nd Wednesday P.M.
ToppLERs : Every 4th Monday P.M.

IMMUNISATION —DIPHTHERIA AND WhHoorineg (CovcH
M. & C.W. CExTRE, BLYTH
Every 2nd Monday AM,






THE AMBULANCE SERVICE

Blyth is a main ambulance depot. There is an estab-
lishment of 4 ambulances and a staff of 7 driver attendants.

During the year 1951—8156 patients were carried.
2778 journeys were made.
989 emergencies were
answered.
69674 miles were travelled.

This service is occasionally misused but it is so great a
change from pre-1948 that it is scarcely to be wondered at
and generally this area is reasonably good in that respect.

PrREVENTION OF ILLNESS, CARE AND AFTER CARE

Care Committees exist at Blyth, Bebside and New
Delaval. They were founded on the old District Nursing
Associations. The Committees are active and do consider-
able work in helping old and chronic sick. They are
voluntary bodies,

I feel that more might be accomplished if some kind of
skilled help could be given to these Committees such as an
Almoner. Such a person would be able to co-ordinate the
cases for the Committees to deal with.

The Domestic Help Service
This has grown considerably during 1951.

285 cases have been served in the Bedlington-Blyth
area as compared with 245 in 1950.

There are 79 Home Helps and the service is still
growing.

Most of the cases receive only part-time help. Con-
finement and certain acute cases are given full time assist-

ance. Payment is assessed on the household income and
varies from NiL to £5 0s. 6d. for 48 hours.

VoLunTary CLINIC

A Marriage Guidance Clinic is held at the M. & C.W.
Centre, Waterloo Road, Blyth, every 2nd and 3rd Wednes-
day of each month, all day.
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Part II.—Environmental Hygiene, 1951
Resume of Work carried out by the Health Department

Public Health Aect, 1936

GENERAL.—A total of 2,687 inspections were made
during the year 1951, under the Public Health Act, 1936,
with regard to nuisances and general complaints by the
public.

These complaints mainly refer to housing disrepairs
and a considerable amount of time and correspondence is
spent before the defects are eventually remedied, the
principal reasons for this being set out in the Annual
Report for 1950.

CoLLIERY SPOILBANKS.—(ontinuous remedial measures
were carried out by the National Coal Board to the ex-
tended spoilbanks at the Horton Grange Colliery by means
of continuous water spraying and consolidation by a bull-
dozer.

Although the emission of fumes is aggravated by the
spraying, the mounds are readily controlled and little
spontaneous combustion has occurred during the year.

Asupits axDp Privies.—There has been a steady
diminution in the number of ashpits and privies remaining
in the Borough (a total of 133 Privies and 76 Ashpits having
been abolished) principally due to the demolition of slum
clearance areas where these objectionable facilities were
still in existence. In the Seaton Sluice area however a
number of these conveniences have been converted by the
substitution of Chemical Closets and dustbins,

DisinresTATION.—During the year some 120 houses
were treated by the Department for the eradication of
insect pests, involving the spraying of the premises with an
approved insecticide and in persistent cases the fumigation
of the rooms. As a general rule several visits are made in
each case before final elimination is achieved so as to secure
the complete destruction of any embryo pests which may
have hatched out after the initial treatments.

A regular service is also provided to all principal food
establishments in the town which, together with advice as
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to storage of foodstuffs, dlspﬂ-sal of wastes and general
hygienic methods, has resulted in a steady 1mpruvement
in this problem.

A disturbing feature however is the increasing number

of complaints regarding the presence of wood pests,

ticularly wood boring insects and, as a general rule, the

householder is not aware of the infestation until they find

a number of ** flight holes ** by which time fairly substantial
damage has been done.

One such particular case required the temporary
rehousing of the tenant for several weeks whilst the internal
woodwork, particularly the first floor joists and floorboards
were removed and burnt, being beyond treatment, resulting
in the expenditure of a considerable sum.

The public therefore are earnestly requested to assist
themselves and the Department by the earliest possible
notification if any such infestation is suspected.

KEEPING OF ANIMALS.—There are some 163 domestic
pig-keepers in the Borough, the bulk of these being mainly
self-suppliers with any additional animals due to breeding
being sold to the Ministry of Food. With the exception of
farms, all these animals are kept on the various allotments
and are not causing any serious nuisance to domestic

dwellings.

The chief difficulties so far as the Health Department
i8 concerned are principally due to three factors :—

(1) Lack of adequate water supply direct to the piggery,
the supplies, where available, being by a shared
standpipe, all water having to be carried.

(2) Lack of adequate drainage.

(3) Unsuitable contruction, many of the buildings being
of rough construction, with old wood being the
principal material used.

In my opinion, the most satisfactiry method of dealing
with this problem would be for either the Council where
the allotments are Council owned, or the Allotments
Association, to construct arpprnved plggﬂ ies in groups
with all necessary facilities, the piggeries to be let at econo-
mic rentals. If such a method were adopted, the buildings,
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constructed of a standard type, could be let either singly
or in groups according to the individual breeder’s require-
ments.

Licexsep PrEMISES.—In continuance of the improve-
ments carried out over the past two years, further structural
alterations and other amenities were carried out to thirteen
licensed premises in the Borough including the extensive
reconstruction of three premises, the provision of complete
new sanitary facilities to a further three premises and the
provision of new washing and sterilising facilities to the
remainder.

With the exception of certain of the older buildings in
the former slum clearance areas, which will be eventually
subject to application for transfer of the licences to new
premises as building restrictions permit, the hygienic
standard of the premises generally in the town has been
steadily improved, but internal redecorations and refitting
is still required in some instances.

Housing Act, 1936

SLuM CLEARANCE.—Steady progress was made during
the year in the rehousing of families from existing slum
clearance areas, a total of 170 families being rehoused and
dwellings demolished.

Individual Untit Houses :—

SECTION 9.—Repairs. No formal action was taken
during the year with regard to the repair of houses under
Section 9 of the Aet. 3 Houses were repaired by informal
action under the Act,

Sectrion 11.—Demolition. A total of 34 individual
unfit houses were the subject of representations under the
Act, being the remaining block of Phoenix Street, a con-
tinuance of the 1950 programme, together with certain
houses in Robert Street ; and a commencement was made
with the Kitty Brewster Road area.

SectioNn 12.—Closing. No action was taken during
the year under this Section.
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Housing Aect, 1949

SectioN 3.—Preservation of certain houses unfit for
human habitation—one house was subject to representation
during the year, being Cowpen High House.

SecrioNn  20.—Improvement Grants. A number of
tentative enquiries were received during the year but no
completed applications in detail were submitted to the

Council.

General

ProBrEM Faminies.—During the year more attention
has been devoted to the existence of problem families and
the causative factors involved. It was recognised that a
tremendous amount of social work would be entailed if the
problem family were to be dealt with eflectively, but some-
where along the chain of circumstances creating this type of
family an attempt had to be made at removing this threat
to social health. These sub-standard families have char-
acteristic features evident in some degree in nearly all

cases.

The living conditions may be untidy, filthy or even
squalid. Bedding is verminous, unclean and inadequate.
There is a complete lack of household management with
gross neglect evident in all things. The parents persist-
ently fail to seriously accept responsibilities of conscientious
housekeeping, care of children and in many instances there
is lack of harmony between husband and wife. There is
often evidence of poor health which may go on untreated
but in the majority of families investigated the greatest
factor was laziness together with the acceptance as normal
of a low standard of life.

Potentially dangerous to health the effects of dirt and
vermin may be spread from the household concerned to
contacts at school, neighbours and visitors, and it was
decided that dirt and vermin must first be eliminated before
attempting to treat any other factor. The families under
observation were advised of the best methods of cleaning,
methods which destroy the fallacy of repapering and paint-
ing rather than using soap, water and scrubbing brush.
Disinfestation was carried out by the Department and by
regular visits, advice and criticism a cleaner and tidier
atmosphere was obtained in about 607, of cases. Improve-
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ments paved the way to diagnosing more accurately the
canses of the problems and these will be treated as circum-
stances permit. In the cases where improvement has not
been forthcoming to any extent, failure has not been accepted
by the Department and patient, tactful effort will be
maintained until an impression is made.

The families are also referred to the many services
prepared to help where needed but greater advantage
could be taken of :—

M. & C.W. Clinics.
School Health Services.
N.8.P.CC.

Health Visitors.

Home Helps.
Probation Officer and others.

A start has been made and gradual improvement gives
encouragement to tackle the wider issues involved in re-
ducing the problem of the problem family.

Summary

So far as the Health Department is concerned there
has been a steady improvement in the housing situation
in the Borough which will be more marked when the tenants
of existing individual unfit houses where closing or demoli-
tion orders have been confirmed, have been rehoused.

Although there has been a lessening in the number of
representations submitted to the Housing Committee, this
is not due to any diminution in the number of houses
requiring such treatment, but is merely to allow the leeway
in rehousing existing Orders to be overcome and there are
still a considerable number of houses in the Borough which
could be classed as ** unfit for human habitation.”

Difficulty is still being experienced, as explained in
the Annual Report for 1950, in the execution of essential
repairs to houses to prevent wastage.

Much time and thought has been spent by various
organised bodies in an attempt to find a reasonable solution
to the question of the repair of privately owned property
so as to prevent a serious annual wastage that must, in
some cases exceed the provision of new accommodation
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and various memoranda on this subject have been sub-
mitted to the Ministry of Health.

One such suggestion puts forward the view that,
Eub]t*ct to certain safeguarding conditions,* a permitted
increase in the rental be allowed, on the issue by the
sanitary inspector of a certificate that the repairs have been
satisfactorily completed and that the house concerned is
in a reasonable state of repair.

If such a proposal were adopted it would do much toim-
prove the standard of housing in the country so far as houses
of good structural condition are concerned, whilst houses
which probably would be scheduled for slum clearance at
an early date could be readily excluded.

Food and Drugs Aect, 1938

Creaxn Foop Campaiey.—Progress throughout the
year in the improvement of food premises and equipment
has continued at a satisfactory rate and the list appended
gives an indication of some of the results achieved.

Premises completely refitted and redecorated :—

Wet Fish ™ i3 LA
Grocery and Provisions
Cooked Meats
Confectionery . .

Bread and (‘anectmner}r
Bakery, House and Shop
Cafe/Snack Bar

General Dealer

e e ]

Premises partially refitted :—
Ice-cream Manufacturer
Grocery and Provisions
Fruiterer n
Cooked Meats
Bakehouses

D e ot o

Premises redecorated internally and externally
(not including premises completely refitted) :—

Cooked Meats " i i 1

* Extract from Para. 62 of the Memorandum of the General Couneil of the
Sanitary Inspectors’ Association.

39



Premises redecorated internally :—

Girocery and Provisions ¢ i VISR
Ice-cream Manufacturer i 2 1
Butchery g ,
(GGeneral Dealer and Il:'e cream
Manufacturerer .. #4] 8, ¢ 1
Bakery and Shop .. o o e
New Equipment Provided :—
Cooked Meats 1
Bakeries 2 2
Cafe/Snack Bar 1
Iee-cream Manufacturers 1
Washbasins installed 5
Heaters provided to washbasins s LEA

As referred to in the Annual Report for 1950, the bulk of
these improvements have been effected by voluntary
co-operation on the part of the traders, which is a very
creditable performance.

There appears to be a general awareness on the part
of the employees of the food premises of the necessity for
personal hygiene, but one major obstacle so far as appear-
ance is concerned is the cost of overalls which often require
to be changed at least every two days, which coupled with
the cost of laundering, is of considerable financial outlay
to an employee with family obligations.

Efforts to overcome this problem are being conducted
with at least one of the major suppliers in the town, by an
attempt to interest them in the provision of a free laundry
service as an experiment, which if successful, could be
followed by the provision of standard overalls for all
employees,

Bakgenovses.—With one or two exceptions the bake-
houses in the Borough are of a good standard and during
the year three bakeries had extensive improvements
carried out, one new bakery was under construction and
one bakery was closed as a result of legal proceedings (See
Legal Proceedings).

For the past two years extensive alterations have been
in progress at Messrs. Marshall's Bakeries Ltd. and during
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1951, the former solid fuel ovens were replaced by three
double-deck gas fired ovens, an electric flour sifter and an
automatic washer for pastry boards and other equipment
was installed, a new warehouse constructed and where the
bakery walls were not constructed of glazed brick they
have been tiled to ceiling height.

Subject to licensing approval further alterations are
either in progress or under contemplation which, when
completed, should make this bakery one of the most hygienic
and up-to-date.

In addition to this work it is intended to refit the three
retail shops in the Borough, plans for one of these having
been submitted and approved. Mention should be made
that the bulk of the products from the factory which
handles confectionery only, is pre-packed in either cardboard
or cellophane containers.

Messrs. Newmans Bakeries Ltd. have carried out
considerable improvements to their Rosamond Place prem-
ises and an entire new bitumastic floor has been laid
throughout the bakery, all workbenches have been alumin-
ium covered, new dough mixing and flour sifting machinery
installed and during the ensuing year it is hoped that the
Packing and Despatch Room will be tiled.

Improvements are required to some of the smaller
bakeries in the Borough but the premises in Carlton Street,
formerly occupied by Mr. Dobson have changed ownership.
and the new occupier has had the entire bakery and shop
completely renovated and put into first class condition.

Cares AND RESTAURANTS.—The position with regard
to Restaurant facilities in the Borough is not entirely
satisfactory the principal obstacle to any large scale im-
provements seeming to be after observations spread over
some five years, that the general public in Blyth are not
“ Cafe conscious ”’ which is not conducive to the owner or
proprietors spending any considerable sum on extensive
alterations.

Efforts have been made by certain of the cafes
to provide the best of facilities, but they are limited in
some instances in that extension of the kitchen and storage
accommodation is either impossible owing to their Eltlﬂg
or not an economic proposition.
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Action is however being taken by the Department to
ensure that the best use is being made of available facilities,
but it was found necessary during the year to issue Statutory
Notices under Sections 13 (1) and (2) of the Act in respect
of the Clock Cafe, Waterloo Road and the Cafe Ceeil,
Bowes Street, which resulted in the closure of the (‘11
Cafe and the submission by the Owners of the Clock Cafe
of a scheme to provide a new kitchen and preparation room
with a completely new drainage system on the second floor.
This work was well advanced at the end of the year.

BurcHeriNG AND CookED MEAaTs.—The cooked meats
establishments in the town are of a very high standard
and reflect the utmost credit on the proprietors. In one
instance alternative premises are definitely required as the
existing premises are situated in a derelict slum clearance
area, but in spite of the difficulties occasioned to the
occupier by lack of reasonable facilities, the hygiene of the
establishment is quite satisfactory.

Similar remarks can be attributed to the butchering
shops of the Borough but modernisation of several of the
premises is an urgent need which, in some cases can only
be solved by the construction of new shops.

Factories Aet, 1937. Shops Aect, 1950.

A new survey of all shops and factory premises in
the Borough has now been completed and attention is
being given to the provisions relating to heating, lighting,
ventilation, sanitary accommodation and washing facilities.

GENERAL.—In the township generally the standard of
hygiene is very good indeed and so far as economic obliga-
tions permit, every attempt is made by owners and occupiers
to meet the requirements of the Council in the improvement,
of their premises and equipment. As pointed out in the
Annual Report for 1949, however, difficulties are encountered
where occupiers are not also the owners and where the
premises are so congested so as to prevent extension, but
the improvement is steady and progressive.

LecaL ProceepiNgs.—Proceedings under Section 13
(1) of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938 and Byelaw 6 (e) of
the Byelaws relating to the handling, wrapping and delivery
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Food and Drugs (Milk, Dairies and Artificial Cream) Act,
1950

The milk supply to the Borough is provided by the
Co-operative Society's High Temperature, Short Time
Pasteurising Plant, plus five dairymen retailing bottled
pasteurised milk from Coast Creameries Ltd. and distri-
butors retailing * Sterilised 7 milk in bottles only.

Samples of pasteurised milk are taken regularly for
the Methylene Blue and Phosphotase Tests, raw milk prior
to pasteurisation for B Tuberculosis and milk bottles for
sterility.

Of the four positive samples of B Tuberculosis notified
the following reports were received as a result of action
taken by the Divisional Veterinary Inspector of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.

Report No. 1. One cow died.
One cow sent to Knacker’s Yard show-
ing induration of the udder,

Report No. 2. Three cows sold.

Report No. 3. Two cows sent to collecting centre,
One accepted as Owner’s risk, with
hard quarter.

Report No. 4. One cow slaughtered under the Tuber-
culosis Order, 1938,

Reports No. 1 and 4 related to the same producer,

Further samples for biological examination showed no
Bacillus Tuberculosis present.,
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The sample (Ref. No. 7) was the supply to the Care-
taker’s house only, being drawn direct from Hepscott
Reservoir and pumped to a storage tank in the house. The
sample proved to be unsatisfactory, probably due to pro-
longed storage as the pump mechanism was faulty, this
being duly remedied.

Samples (Ref. Nos. 8-10) were taken from the
Choppington “A” Colliery with a view to ascertaining
whether the water could be used to implement the supplies
to the Borough, but owing to the unsatisfactory nature of
the reports no further action was taken.

Chemical Analysis.—One chemical sample was taken
of the supply of Newcastle Water to the Borough, which
proved to be perfectly satisfactory.

The three samples (Ref. Nos. 2-4) were taken in
conjunction with the bacteriological sample (Ref. Nos.
8-10) but were unsatisfactory.

FACTORIES ACT, 1937 and 1948
Part I of the Aect

1.—Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health
(including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors):—

: Number of {
M/e | Number | I { Mjc
Premises line on | Inspec- | Written |Oceupiers | line
No. | Register| tions | Notices | prosecu- | No.
ted
(1) (2) (%) (4) (5) (6) (7)
(i) Factories in which Sec-
tions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are
to be enforced by Local
Authorities ... ............| 1 48 11 o Tt
{i7) Factories not included
in (1) in which Section 7 |
is enforced by the Lo I
AnEhoriby ..ovciaverninenns 2 134 124 2 —_ 2
(##f) Other premises in which :
Section 7 is enforced by |
the Local Authority (ex- i ;
cluding out-workers , i |
PEEMESeE) ceiiciianiiseans] O3 4 8 | = - | 3
o N ) (R T T R T R I
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Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

During 1951, the following treatments were carried
out by the Rodent Officer :

I
Baits | Traps | No. of Bodies Esti- | No. of
Type of Premises | No. Laid Laid | P mated | Visits
| Rats Mice Kill |

Dwelling Houses 81 509 | 80 | — 04 14 | 258
Food Shops ......... 36 580 78 1 127 2 153
Bakehouses 15 264 3 | | T4 28 65
Bakers Shops ...... 2 16 2 =l 1 - 7
Other Shops 3 61 —_ -— - — 15
Toffee Manufac 2 | 130 - P 3 5
S aden | s | w| T s T| e
m — | — 28
Cabos.......ccccn.. 2 78 -—_ ‘ —_ 2 - 7
Corn Merchants 2 130 8 — 58 - a
Warehouses ..... T 178 9 1 21 a 29
Canteens .. 3 30 6 - 18 — | 7
Crisp Factory ...... 1 2] — | — 1 — | 4
Cinemas .. 4 542 2| 1 50 2 14
Granaries .. F 3 124 - 8 | — oo | 16
Offices ... . 1 - 10 3 —_ 1 — 3
Church premises ...| 4 105 g | 1 (i 17 20
.............. 4 4 48 — e - — | 12
Poultry Rons ...... 4 73 —_— 4 — 76 | 18
Farm Premises & 491 11 K] e 283 410
Farm Stacks ...... 1 76 — 10 - 113 b
Allotments ... 17 277 3 18 | — 271 78
Gardens ............ 19 108 — 5 — | 111 21
Dairies .... 1 20 — _— | 1 —_ ]
% 27 — —_ | 2 4 10
Hawkers Yard...... 1 10 ==l al ) il = i 5
Refuse Tips .........| 3 703 i o T N e 726 54+

Corporation 10 Holes, '

Properties ...... 8 172 | gassed | —_ 2 | o8 34
Pi ) 62 — | =2 - | Hd 34
ﬂm. 2 24 —_ 1 | — | 8 i 9
Ehipj!ﬁlﬂ BABEssEaEEE ] 9?3 = ! 2:]' : lﬂ | 33* 22
Foundry .. 1 48 — | 3 | 5 28 | 5

IMan- |

holes

baited
Sewers (Areas) ... & 409 — 7 = e | 1224+
Open Sewers  ...... 1 40 = T s | ar | 4
278 | 1018
Torais ...... 262 6508 [10holes | 217 04 2752 *]278
gassed | baited
| I Points

During the year the former temporary Rodent Officer,
Mr. R. Cramp, terminated his services with the Council
and Mr. B. Wade was appointed on the 22nd October, 1951
in a permanent capacity.

Very satisfactory results have been obtained and all
the principal food establishments in the Borough are
regularly serviced.
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