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Housing Act, 1936.

SLuM CLEARANCE.—No new Slum Clearance Orders were
made or confirmed during the year, but progress was made in
the re-housing of the Quayside and Bebside Slum Clearance
Areas to the Newsham Road and Bebside Estates, a total of
49 families being re-housed from these areas.

Structurally a considerable amount of property in the
Croft Ward and portions of Bebside, Plessey and Ridley Wards
is of a very inferior standard, with darkness, dampness and
congestion as the worst features.

These factors, together with the known overcrowding and
lack of amenities constifute the ** blighted ™ areas of the
Borough, but unless the building of new houses can be con-
siderably stepped up by an increased allocation there would
appear to be little prospect of alleviating these conditions for
some years as, on m}mpletmn of the re-housing of families
from the existing Slum Clearance Areas, there will be a
considerable build- -up of families awaiting re-housing on the
Points Scheme for reasons of ill-health, or for the provision
of a separate dwelling for each family.

Inprvipvan Unrir Houses.—A total of 100 representa-
tions were submitted to the Housing Committee during the
year under Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936, for the
demolition of insanitary properties in the Pheenix Street and
Coomassie Road areas.

In this eonnection it is interesting to quote from the
report for the year 1924 of Dr. J. M. MecLachlan, Medical
Officer of Health to the Borough, dealing with Pheenix Street,
Back Pheenix Street and Elliott Street in which he states . . .
*“ The whole of these tenements are in a bad state of repair
and the sanitary accommodation 1s insufficient and dilapidated
in every case. Most of the upstairs tenements are provided
with open outside stairs and landings, where the stairs are
within the buildings they are unlighted.

This property is about 70 years old and in its present
state does not in any way meet the standard for Habitable
Houses set up by the Mimstry of Health.

It will be seen from the statistics submitted that about
80 per cent. of the houses in Pheenix Street, Back Pheenix
Street and Elliott Street are slum dwellings. . . .7

OvercrowDING.—In 1936 a detailed overcrowding survey
was made in accordance with the requirements of the Act to
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being satisfied that the dwellings provided or improved by
means of the improvement works will provide satisfactory
accommodation for a period of not less than 30 years.

Worthy of special note is the fact that this Act removed
the limitation of the provision of housing accommodation for
the ** working classes " and extends to all dwellings the powers
with respect to repair, demolition and closing of insanitary
dwellings.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938.

Creax Foop Camparen.—In February, 1950, an inaugural
meeting was held between the Council and the Food Traders
in the Borough with a view fo the voluntary adoption of a
Code of Practice for Food Premises and at a further meeting
held in March a joint committee was set up to put the scheme
into operation. It was then agreed that the scheme as
suggested be accepted and the first certificates of hygiene
were presented by His Worship the Mayor, Councillor D.
Baron, J.P., and the Chairman of the Health Committee,
Alderman H. Donnachie, at a meeting held on the 1st August,
1950, to representatives of seven trades whose premises and
methods of manufacture satisfied the conditions laid down.

Steady progress has been maintained by voluntary
methods and the undermentioned schedule gives particulars
of some of the results achieved by the end of the year.

e e T R I 1
i parilly refibted ... 10
o re-decorated internally and externally 8
i re-decorated internally ... 15
Bafrigarators installed ............................. 4
Bl s provided . 10
Gas heaters provided to wash basins ... 39
New equipment provided ... 5

Other improvements are in progress or under contemplation
and it 15 very creditable to the firms concerned that by
voluntary co-operation solely, a higher standard of structural
and esthetic aspect of their premises was achieved, coupled
with an improvement in the handling of foodstuffs.

The improvements are most marked in the main shopping
centres and even from the business point of view it must
surely follow that premises pleasing to the eye both outside
and inside will most certainly attract the discerning shopper.
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Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1947.

Percentage of Grades, 1950, with comparative figures
for 1949 :—

Grade 1. Grade II. Grade 111, Grade IV. ! Fat Content.
Manufacturer. . -

1950 | 1949 | 1950 | 1949 | 1950 | 1949 195{}| 1949 | 1950 1949

| | | |
No.1 ...| 50 50 166 166 — | 166 834 166 25 | 35
No.2 ... 286| 333| 286 50 28-6| 16-6| 14-2| — | 2.7 | 12
No.3 ...| 100 60 e i — | = — | 40 | 20 | 34
No.4 ...| 556| 33:3| 222\ 333 — | — | 22:2| 333| 37 | 53
No.5 ...| 100 5T-1| — - = AR — 143 96 | 82
No. 6 . 80 | 83-3| 20 o Rl | & — — 36 | 92

| | | |

Retailer— . - | | |

Mo.1l ...| 40 333 40 (ncimn v 333| 20 | 3:1-:1I — -
| | | | |

With one exception there has been a steady improvement
in the bacteriological standard of the Ice Cream manufactured
in the Borough and as a result of a review of all the establish-
ments one producer obtained a complete new production plant,
one manufacturer has deposited plans for the reconstruction
of his premises and another manufacturer has transferred and
extended his equipment from a factory which was totally
inadequate to more up-to-date premises.

There is still room for improvement however in the
retailing side, especially with regard to certain of the smaller
vendors and attention will be given to these during the
coming year.

Samples are obtained regularly, being limited only by
the amount the Public Health Laboratory can handle.

Shellfish Regulations. Mussels—Bacteriological Analysis.

Three samples of raw mussels were analysed, with the
following results: —

L] T 7 Bact. coli per ml. of tissue.
Ponl 2........ 7 - % -
Fool 8. ... ... 14 o ’» b

An average of 9 Bact. coli per ml. of tissue.

The results indicate a moderate contamination with
fwecal coli.

These mussels are retailed boiled which ensures sterility.
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