[Report 1941] / Medical Officer of Health, Blyth Borough.

Contributors

Blyth (Northumberland, England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1941

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/k89vpcu6

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

G s

L

[~ =S
=
]

BOROUGH OF BLYTH

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH

AND THE

CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR

FOR THE YEAR 194l







ITTEE, Names of Members
Eigéggzggﬁiﬁn GHiLD WELFARE COMUITTEE,Names of lembeTs

- INTRODUCTION,

8TAFF,Public Health and Maternity and child Welfares Depts.

SEGTION A - STATISTICS AND S0CIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA
Txtracts from Vital Statistics,
Ei:‘th HE-LtEEr
Death Hutes,
Cauzes of Egathar
(lancer Deoths.
SECTION B - GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES
Hosnital Accommodation,
Arbalance Facilitlies,
Blind, Care of
Hursing in the Home,
Clinice and Treatment CGentreas.
Tima Table,
Treatmont of Infants and Pre-School children,
Hinor Ailments Clinilo,
Bun~-Ray Olinic,
Dental Cliniec,
Ophthalmie Clinlc, 3
Throat, Nogoe 2nd Ear QOlinic,
Orthopaedic Defoots,
Scables Clinio,
Wurserics,
Laboratory Facilitics,
Matcrnity and Chlld Welfare,
Homc Vigiting,
Infant Welfare Contro,
Voluntary Helpors,
Dried Milk,
Defects noted at Infant Welfare Scesiones,
Toddlers Clinio,
Fruit Julces, Distribution of
Child Lifc Protection,
Infectious Disccacs Notifiod,
Maternity %ervicoes,
Inetitutional Care,
Obgtotric Emergency Sorvice,
Home Helpss
Maternity Outfits,
Dantal Treatment,
Ante-Natal Cara,
Women'e Advisory Clinic.
SECTION ¢ - SAVITARY OIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
Water Burplios,
Ingpectione.
SECTION D - HOUSING AND OVERCROWDING.
EEcﬁi?g E - INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
¥
Meat,
Food and Druge Act,
8laughterhouses,

Food ling
Bhellgggg, 3

Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933,
Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924-1935.
SECTION F - PREVALENCE & CONTROL OVER INFECTIQUS DISEASES
eneral Considerations with Tables,
Diphtheria,
Food Poisoning Outbreak,
Scabies,
Diphtheria Immunisation,
Tubsrculoels,
iuhlig?tiinn.
endix A.
nganﬂit B.

Paze.-
1
1.

e
= el
[ ]

Lo 6 LN U6 LS

& @ @ &% - &% ® & @ & ¥



1.

MEMBERS OF THE HEALTH COMMITTEE:-

Jhairman = Aldarmen H, Donnachie,
Vice-Chairman - Aldermen J. Hitchell.

The lMayor, Councillor Crate,
Alderman Reilly, : - T i " Curry,
" TWalker, " Foy,

Councillor Aldan, 7 (L Hamm,
¥ Baron, - Hepple,
L Beamgon, " Muardy,
e Berry, - il " Purves,
LA Breadin, n Raffell,
s darrs, : " Scarle,

MENERRS OF THE MATERUITY AND CHILD
WELEARE COL/ITIEE:-

Chairman - Mrs. Dﬁrling,_
Vice=Chairman - MNM2a. QOolpitte.

Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Members of the Health Committecs

-

Uo=pntod Membors:=-

Mre. Alligon, ¥re, Dixon,
" Boerry, " Gray,
® pQarr, " Sowden,

" Clarke, n Watson.




-

2

70 _THE MAYOR, ALIFRVEI AND COUNCILIORS
= =oF THE BOROUGH OF BLYTH.

Your Worship and Gentlomen,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report of the
Medical Officer of Health, upon the health and sanitary
conditions of the Borough for the year 194l.

The Report is more comprehensive than that of Eﬂceyt
years but it is still curtailed. Ey the d}runplon of the Miniestry
of Health (Circular 2604), certain information in conncetion
with statistlce has boen omitted to prevent the possitle
re—gongbruction of population figures; informotion which muy be
of sorvice to encmy agents.

Extengive staif chungeE, bgiTging nh?ug &? nlﬁugt
mplete replacement of personncl within a period ol & Iow

ggngha, handicapned the Enrk of the Health Department., Derplte
these interferencces and the restrictions upon our activifics
due to war conditions, I am pleascd to report that a sutisfactory
gtandard of cfficiency was rcached, Mr.A.P.Robinson obtained
his Ganitary Inespector's Qertificatc during the year and 4
Pupil Sanitary Inspcctor wes added fo the staff.

The poets of Temporary Asslstant Modicnl Officer of
Health, Chief Sanitazy Inepcctor, Additional gonitary Inspcctor
and Chief Clerk, were all vocatcd during 1941 and had to be
filled by others. Also thrce of the four Clerks and Typists
were replaced during the same period.

.+ Mr. Hartley, the Chief Sanitary Inspoctor, is
responsible for preparing Sections ¢. D, and E, of the Renort,
Yhe attention of the Council is dircoted, with reepcect, o
Mr, Hartley's observationa upon 8laughterhouses and Milk
Production. In conncction with Banitary Inspectors' duties,

,may I recommend for the serioue ccnsideration of the Council,
the pregsing nced for more modern fapilities for the
dieinfection and dieinfestation of clothing and bedding. The
cost of a Steam Disinfector, in my opinion, would be well
repaid by the service it would rcender to the publig,.

It 32 with regret that I have to report that 1941
was markced by a series of outbreake of discase, That of
Diphtheria was serious and brought abeut the deaths of a number
of children. A spoeial ronort was submitted to the Health
Commiuviec at the appropriate time and extracts from it are
Incosporated in thie Héport. Bimilarly, i:i the cage"of the
Foud Poleoning Qusbreak in the gummery extracts from the
epecial r3por¥ to the Health Committee are included here. The
oneet of the increased prevalence of Scabics was noted in
1941, a detailed account appcaring in my Annual Report of the
Behool Medigal Qfficer for that year,

Civil Deofence dutice naturally occupied much of
one's time, for besldes the direction of the Casualty Scrvices
opcrating from thrce First Ald Posts, three Firest Aid Party
Depots and two Ambulance Depots, the Department was closely
agsociated with other spheres of this work., We were cnlled
in conpultation on mattere ascociated with refuse dispusal,
rat infestation and senitary provisions for military
eatablishments; in the Emergency Rest Qentres Scheme, regarding
ablutions and sanitary provisions and thc establishment of

L
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Medical Rest Centres. The Chief Sanitary Inspector was appointed
Authorieed Officer of fthe Food Decontomination Service and as
such hag roceived appropriate instruction. As 2 result he has
goboched teams of volunteers for duty under a Schneme in which we
have the full co-operation of the Borough Engincer's
Decontamination Bervice.

By adopting the Dilston Hall Matcrnity Hoepital Scheme,
organised by Northumberland County Council, you provided an
excellent Matornity Bervico, lceas than which is not descrving
of Blyth people. In connection with the Maternlity Bervices,
the Local District Nursing Aﬂﬁcciation, under the able direction
of Miss Scott, has rendered waluable work, not only in providing
a competent Ante-Natal Scrvice, but by their care of patients
during transport %o and from Matcrnlty Hospitals. The Infantile
Mortality Ratc ie high: too high., Although directions have been
issucd that cach $nfanb Doath bhalll b Lmvests ated, insufficient
information hag becn obtained to enable definite opinlons to be
nffered as to the cause. Perhapa, when expoctant mothers become
morc educated into believing the necesslty for Ante-Natal care
and supcrvision, asome apprecliable improvement may be expected,
especially in regard to deaths from prematurity.

1941 was a heavy year, often difficult. Yet the staff,
entering into the spirit of things with intelligence and
resourcecfulness, surmountced their difficultics, grateful for
the opportunity to contribute their quota to what is truly work
of national importance.

My thanks arc due, in particular, to Mr. Hartley

vhose untiring cnergy and determination to sec a job well done,
subscribed mueb to the credit.of the Dopartment.

I am, Gontlemon,
Your obedient Servant,

J. STOKQE.

HKadical Dfficer of Health.
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA,

AREA,- No change in the Borough Area took place in 134l.

POPULATION,~ The estimated population hasg shown minor
fluctuationa in recent years with a2 tendency to decline,

NUMBER OF INHABITED HOUSES.- 9,322,
RATTABLE VALUE,- £165,519,

UM REPRESENTED BY A PENNY RATE.- £628,
- BXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS,-
Births -
The Birth Rate (19.3 per 1,000 estimated resident

population) has increascd steadily during the last few years,
but the figure is influenced by the lower ostimeted population,

The 8till Birth Rate of 37.7 per 1,000 total births remains
fairly Eteaﬂ? and ie a deoided improvement upon rates of

1934 - 193 L]

Deaths -
All Apce and Qauscg: The Death Rate, unadjusted by a
Compara ¥y PFactor, but including Transferable Deathe,

wag 13.18 per 1,000 estimatod resident population and is
gomparable with that of othoer industrizl oreas in England

and Walae.

Deaths from Puerporsl Causes; h to ner 1
Doathe. Births,

Puerporal Seopsis yil, Nil,

Other Maternal Causcs S Tl

The rate of 7.8 per 1,000 total births shows little
alteration in recent years.

Deaths in Infants under one year of ace: The Infantile
Wortality %EE i B9.4 pe T 1,000 1ivec birthe is

oongiderably higher than thc reat of the ocountry., It is,
however, usually high in Blyth.

Principle Cauges of Infant Doathes
geages of @ Respiratory System,-

Bronchopneumonia - 10,

Bronchitis - 4,

Whooping Cough - 4.

Pulmonary Congcetion - 3, - 21.
Prematurity - 13.
Congenital Defecte -

Deaths from Diarrhoea and Enteritis in Infants under
2 years of age rcpresonted 1.6 per 1,000 live births,




PrinciE;e Qauvses of Death (all agea)s
A Maleg. Females. Total.

‘=

Heart and Circulatory : 67 56 123,
Z2ymotic Discases.- '
Diphtheria - 20.

Pneumonia - lG. g

Others. - T ; 21 e jg_
Canger 19 21 3
Vigplence,-

Suicide - 2.)

Road Traffic .Accidents — 6.

Works Accidents - $‘

Drowning : ' - 3

Other Causce - 10. 26 8 34,
Intra=cranial Vascular Disease 14 17 31.
Taborculogisg.=

Regpiratory - 17.)

Non-Respiratory - ) 10 11 i

Hearly one=half of all deaths were in persons
65 yeara of age or older.

Eze GToups — 1o Youies | Rt
Hﬂﬂeri'j%"f[ﬂ | 5o bb jover i
gite. 36 |to|to|to to| 75 | Males Females Total,
| 4515616575
 [BUCCAL (Mouth - -| =] - 1] = 1 - q
GAFITI Nagal Cavity - - =] =] 1| = - 1 1
arotid Gland - =) = =] 1| - 1 - 1~ 3,
IGEST-(Oesophagus - - =| = 1 1 4
VE §tomach - = 2] 4 E - g 5 f
TRACT (Colon & Caeccum| =~ 1| 1| =| 2] 3 z 4 -
Rectum - 1| - 1] 1] = 1 3
- —_— - 1 - _;_ = = 4.
= | =l3]=|=] =].=- 1 1
’ THER Broast - -l={1l] 2] = = 3 3
. PRoAWS (Cervical f;landa: - - =] =] =] 1 - 1 1
Epiﬁhulinmu
ot = - ! T 1 . = = =] =] =] 1 1 - 1 -1,
TOTAL, ] = 316/l9ia5) 74 19 21 40,




Te
.FE 0.7 1 8. & B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES.

HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION,

The majority of Blyth Residents roquiring Hospital
treatment find accommndation locally at the Knight Memorial
Hogpital., Facilities are mlso avallable in Institutions outside
the Borough, more particularly ati-

General Hogpitals,-—

The Royal Victorid Infirmary, Newcastle,
Newcaptle Zeneral Hospltal.

Presgton Roud Hospital, Worth Shields.

Haternity Hospitalg.=-
Dilston Hell Matornity Hospltal, Qorbridge.

(by arrangement with Northumberland County Council).
Princegs ¥ary Maternity Hospital, Newcastle.

Proston Road Hospital, Horth Shielda.

Hogpitals for 8ick ghildren,-

Bablcs Hospltal, kewcestle,

Fleming Memorial Hoaspital, Newcastle.

W.J.82nderson's Orthopacdioc Hospital School; Gosforth.

Infectious Diseascs.-
allgond Fever Hoepital.) By arrangement with Earsdon

‘S8caffold Hill Hospital, ) Joint Hospital Board.
AMBULANCE FACILITIESR.

The Local Authority posscsses four ambuleonccse, one of whioh -
wag purchascd during the year out of monies subscribed by the
rosidents. Ambulancecs are avallable on applications, accompanied
by a family dootor's rccommendation, submitted to the Burnggh ’ ;
Engincer. The service was madc free of charge for use within
a cortain specified area as from the firet of Fobruary. -

CARE OF THE BLIND,

In Blyth, the Local Blind Welfarec Commitiece oporatea the
gervige under the dircction of the County Oouncil. The Committee
1s comprised of volunteer workers and representatives of the
Blind. The Borough Council is recpresented aleo.

NURGING IN THE HOME.

Three separate Committoes control this work in Blyth area,
that for Bebside and New Delaval being under Qommittees whose
activities cxtend into arcas outside the Borough boundarics.
go-operation between the three groups of Nureing etaffe is very
patisfactory but I cannot help feeling that it would be an
ad#antage if the whole of the work of the District Nursing
Assoclatione in Blyth werec controlled by & single Committeo.

I am grateful to Matron 8cott of the Blyth and District
Hursing Assoclation for prnvidini the accompanying Table whioch
summarigos the work done for Blyth residente:-




r gy 1 4y i ! N,

_'.‘if?_-..:!.:_" beide. |How De lgﬁ AL,

umber of Nurses 6 1 1

ber of Maternity Cascs 263 a5 by

umber of Midwifery Casca €1 9 9

TOTALS | 34 34 b4,

» ‘:nta-lmt:tl Vislts 1263 194 383

iglta to Maternity Cascs 6114 532 1458

o L " Suzgical Cusee 7941 40 lg}?
" % Modical Caace 1672 21 5
" " gkroniic Oasce 1448 T4 31

TREATHENT CENTHES AND CLINICAG.

The eolinical work controlled by the Aunthority ls; for the
mogt part, conducted at the Municipal Clinic, Beulah Houae,
During the year, bescause of the great incrzase in the incidence
of Scabies, & 8peclal (Clinic providing Buthe and Treatment was
establighed at Wellingion House. Medical Examinationg of
members of the A.F.8. and A.R.,P. fervices woere carried out
at Wellington Houec.

Clinice arc held as under:-

Clinico, D i
: i : ;
Infant Welfare, 1 Beulah House i Miegday - Thursdey
& Er'lu — ‘|'D F;’H.
- Toddlere (linie, " " Evesy Wodnesday
» Gxeont first in

monta,

E#L} Lo 4#0 p-m-
Ante~-Natal(by District '

Nursing Associetion) o " Mondey. 2,0 = 4.0 p.m.|
Women's Advisory " " Firat Wednesday in
month, 2,0 - 4.0 p,m,
Minor Ailments " " Daily, 2.0 = 4,0 p.m,
saturday. 9.0 = 12 &mﬁ
Dental fn " Tucsday,Wednecaday
Thursday.9.30 - 12 am,
Ophihalmic M " Friday. 9.30 = 12 a.m,
; jiural v L llonday.10.30 ~ 12 a,m,
» Sun~-Ray " " Konday,Wedne sday,
» Thuraday and gaturday.
9!30 < 12 fallly
Special Examinations " " Monday and Wednesday,

Elﬂ = 4-0 E]imi
gaturday.9.7%0 - 12a.n,

Diphtherie Immunisation " " Friday.2.0 - 4.0 p.m.

Scables Wellington Hougeo Daily.g. 30 - 12,0 and
i 0 = 4, Palia
ber ogls Middloton Btreet Tueaday 9.0 = 12 a.m.
Dlapensary




THREATUENT OF INFANTS AND PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN.

|Flgures applicable to School Children appear in the
Annual Renort of the School Medical 0fficer).

Minor Allments Clinla,

| Mo.of Capes, jTotal Attcndances

Discases of tho Bkin.-
Impetigo Rl 268
Scabice éﬂ g4
Others 28 195
finor Byc Defocts.—
Blepharitis . 3 10
Conjunctivitia 15 67
inor Ear Defectp.=-
Otorrioea 10 36
Othere 3 9
Miscollancous.-
Minor Iniuriem ete. 15 46
Verminous Hoads 4 11
TOTALS 160 | 740.
gun-Ray (linig,
| Under 1 year, !Hotwoen L & = yoars.
L Gl EI | GI
rlumber of children 6 1 A l 12
I3 Attondances 137, 432,

Dental Clinic.

[ Tiilines. bxtrootlons. No.0f Pationtgs)
| | :
Phildren under | |

5 yenrs - E 176. | 53

Ophthalmic Clinic.

Humber of new paticnte - 8.
' " pld patients = g,
8pectacles prescribed - 23_
o obtained - 2,
. satisfactory - g
" not prescribed = 1.

Referred to ¥iner Allments Clinic

Throat, Yogz and ®ar Qlinia,

Number of cxaminations and re-examinations
Operations for removal of Tonsils and Adenoids - Gs

|
=
O
-

Orthopaedic Defects.

¥o casge of major orthopaedic defecte in children
of this age was reported during the year.

Scabies Clinic - from lst June to end of 1941,

Wumber of cases transferred from Minor Allments Clinic - 2%,
" ? new casee 43.
" 0 Baths 276,
- " Dressinge 113,
Examinations by a Medleal Officer 95.
Vigites to Homes "

| B B S A |
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Nursericas.
It has not been found negessary to establisgh these in Elyth.
BORA ACILITIE

Arrangemcnte cgontinue ag in previous vears. Consideorably
reater use was made of them during 1941, largely on account of
he higher incidenco of infeotious discases.

} Bacteriologzical Iggggjz QJouncil Laboratory, Newburn).
. (A) Pathologigal -

(1) Throat, Noso and Ear Bwabs:
Qoryncbacterium Diphthorime present - 175,
" ’ not found -1749 - 1924,
L#]

Virulent O, Diphthoriae preecnt - :

Ay " not found - 18. - 8s5.
(2) sputumt

B.Tubcroulosles pregent - 29,
i L not found - 156, - 185,

(3) Facoes il 2

(4) Blood Urea e W A

':5} Urine v By

(6) Pleural Fluid S B

o {?: Blﬂﬂd L= 1-
- {8) Abscess - s 33.

TOTAL NUMBER OF REPORTS SUBMITTED _Z2,227.

AB) Food, Milk,Water eto,

(1) Watoer supplies (vorious sourcees) - 32,

(2) ¥ilk sempice.-

a) For B,Tuberoulosis - 26,
b) Methylene Blue and B.Qoll Test - 3l.
o) From Pasteurisation Plant N
d) For C.Diphtheriae - 13. - 106.

In addition to the above, the Laboratory furnished reports
in connection with a Food Polisoning Outbreak:-

Agzlutination reactions - 9.
Facces - T
3 H'E-m — 1-
Tongue - l.
Qrecam Cakes - 1,
Various fragments of food S
Tin container - 1, - 21,
GRAND TOTAL 2, 08,
hemical blic Anal ! gto Newcestle),
Water samples - 18.
gherry Wine o B
Chocolate w1 - 22.



MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE SERVICES.

Ag the work in the Depsriment increcased, the Council
appointed a Third Health Vieitor who commenced dutice:in
Rovember, Towarde, the end of the year the Frult Juices Schems-:
wag launched.

Home Vigiting by Health TisitorTa,

Yisits to Infantas under 1 year,- ; -
First Vieitc aflter notification - T45 "
Fumber of re—-vislte
Rmnbﬂr nf §%ill Birthe visited - 19

Tigita to children 1 - K years

Vigite 17 Expectant Mothera.-
Filrst Viaits - 1T
Re-vigils i

1634,
1689,

i

87.

Miscellancous Vieits.—

. 2= " Firet visligJRa=Vipita.| Total, :
Pucrperal Digeage 6 | w2 8. ’
Ophthalmia Hecnatorum 5 13 18,
1 TOTALS ¢ 5 RN ‘1% S - 7
'\ CRAND TOTAL OF VISITS - =7 3436 (i1 5o
1fifant Welfave Glinic.- : :
Table R. 2z . :
We.0f | #iret Atlend-|Re-attend— |FiTet ALtend—|Re-attends
. |ances 0-1 yrJancecs 1=5 yr.jances 1=5 y
3,223, | - 390, 324,
! L
Table B, .
Total No., of Average No.of | Average No. at
Attendances. Attendances. | M.0.'s Bessiona.
"a 3; 965-& ; 35.9 6' 83-

Totael number of children under 5 years of ago
who ﬁuthded the «Clinic = 595
L
At the.Infent Telfare Seselons ths ﬂa&lth Visitors are
assisted by ten *ﬂLu 'LAEY NELPERS, attending according to
rota and all of whom 2te co-opted members of the Maternity
and Child Welfare Comuittee.

The total guaniity of MILE SUPPLIED by the Council at
the Clinic 1o expeciant and nursing mothers and young children,
wag 7,133 lbs. of Dried Milk,

The following conditions were noted among infants under 1

1l year of agey- : '

Congenltal Malformations.~

Phimogis - 42,
Umbilical Hernia - 12.
Cleft Palate - 3.
Diecages of Digestive system.-
Fceding Dyspopsia .
Vomiting and Diarrhoea =

gtomatitia
Congtipation
Melaena

Pl
=
.

1
|
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Fruit Juices Schene.

Under the auspices of the Minigtriez of Health and Food,
Schomes for the distribution of fod Liver 0il and various
vitamin centaining frult juices and extrocts were administored
by every Local Auvhority. In Blyth, distributing centres were
cetablished at the ¥unieipal Clinic, Bebside Senior School, and
Newghom Junior School (the two latter, with the permigsion of
the Local Education Qommittec). Sessione are held weekly: while
& fourth contre at Seaton Sluice is open once per fnrtnigﬁt.

The firgt scealon wes held on Docember 9%th, and by the end of
the yeor, attendances reached the following figures:=-

Municipal
GCliniloc. Bebselde. Newshom. Seaton Sluice,
€01, &8, 81. 13.

Child Life Protcetlon.

Under Scection 206 - 220, Public Health Act, 1936, two
persong were reeciving children for reward at the end of the
year. The Health Vieitors reported that both children were
well cared for in satisfactory liones.

Infectious Diseases in children under five years of Agt.

Whooping Cough - 196,
Measlcs - FG8H,
Diphtheria - 5O,
Pneumonia - 12,
Scarlct Fever - T
Ophthalmia Neonatorum - B,
Epidemic Cercbro 8pinal Fewer - 4.
Tuberculosis (Won-Reepiratory) - 3,

TOTAL 735,

Health Visitors paid visits to 256 of those cases.
All Ophthalmia paticnts reocovercd without impairment of
vision.

MATERNITY SERVICES.

Patients admitted to the County Council's Matcrnity Home
at Dilston Hall, Corbridge, are granted treatment free of
charge or arc assisted in the payment of their fees, 2ccording
to a secale of charges based upon net income, A4 number of beda
in semi-private woards arc available for those able to afford
the three gulneas per weck.

Number of patients who completed treatment in 1941;:-

Free Assipbod. | Pald own FocH. TOTALS

40. 32, | 19. 91,

Princess Mary Uaternity Hospital, Newecastle, to which
the Authority subscribed 60 guinecas in 1941, treated a further

A6 paticnts.

Borough Ambulances are readily available, without charge
to the paticnts.
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Obgtotric Emereoncy Service,
The Scrvice was called out on two ocotogions during 1941.

Home Helps.

Conditinone of employment and wages were amended during the
year. HNo women have registered as Home Helps nor has any
application been made for thelr services.

Maternity Outfits.

Bages werc loaned out four times during the year,

ntal Treatment.

Gonoral Denturcae
Extractions.] Anacsgtheticse.] Bupplied.

126. 19. Te

Ante-Natal Olinic.

With the approval of the Council, the District Nursing
Agsoclatlon establlished arn Ante-Notel (0linic at the Municipal
Olinic, The Besslone were held on Monday aftcrooons.

Humber of sessions during 1941 - 73l.
Number of paticnts attending - 5%5.

Uanternal Deatha,

Oausce.-
Anaesthetic - 1,
Difficult Delivery - 1l
Bhock - 1,
lagk of attention - 2.

Although 1t is gratifying that no death was duc to the once
dreaded Puerperal Gepeis, 1t is difficult to understand why two
patients should dle from lack of ettention,

Women's Advisory (linle,

The following is an extract from a report for which I am
indebted to Doctor Dorothea Sintong-

Number of new paticnts.-

Gynaccological advice - 4,

Contraceptive advice - B,

Other roaeone - - 16,
Returned Patients.-

Post-naotal advice - 1,

Post-natal and contraceptive advice = 6.

Contraceptive advice - e = 10,
Total number of Bessions - 32

Total ettendances - 63,
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An attempt was made to conduct the work of the Department

in a progressive splrit in spite of restrictions and handicapa
due to circumstances brought about by hostilities.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANORES OF THE AREA.

Water Supnly: L P

Chemical and Bacterlological samples of the main sources
of water supoly are taken as & routine measure. The reports r
indicate that 2 gatisgfactory stondard of purity wae meintained
during the year.

Oracks in a rescrvoir, allowing the antrance of surface
wotor, led to ungatigfagtory laboratory Treporfis. Hepairs were
promptly executcd by the Borough Engineer's Department, The
reports have becn ghtipfactory since then.

SAWITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.
(1) INSPEQTIONS.-

The Report includes the number and nature of
ingpections mage of nuisanccs, housing defects, ‘and contraventions
of Bye-Lawg ctc. during the year, together with the number of
noticce served. '

The method adopted for the remedy of defeots is of an
informel characler and includes letters, wverbal intimetions and
intervicews. Btatutory Notices are served wherc owners fail to
comply with the Informal Notices. @tatutory action followe
continued non-compliance.

Complaints Recoldvod:

During the year, 595 complaints, relating to various
matters,vere rececived and are summarised below:i-

Verminous and dirty premiscas - 49.
Ohokod draing, manholos and gzulliocs - 100.
Water Supply Edcfoctive fittinge, ete.) - 165,
Defective Draing - 4.
" w!cl IBI Privics ctc. ) 6‘:'-
" Duetbine - ks
General Houeing defects - 118,
Overcrowding - 4.
Rats - Ifs
Offongive 8melle - 27,
Requeete to romove refuseo - 2.
Dangerous buildings : - 1,
Miscellaneous nuisances and requests - .
TOTAL
Total number of Inspections made during the year, 1941:
1, Public Health Act, 1936. :
Number of houses inspected - 1,306,
" " re-vigits - - gﬂ.
" " yigite to dangerous buildings - O,
" " plages of public entertainment - 10,
" " resgtavrante v - 1,
" % public gonveniences - 26.
P S piggerima i 28.
" ¥ pffensive trade premises - OF
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Infectious discases investigatod = 874,
Other vigits made in cennection with
invostigation of infectious digeases - 850,

Number of visite maﬂc to common lodging houses - 18
| TO0TAL VISITS Loz,

£ Egnd and Drugs Act, 19%8.

Humhcr of vislts to sl&ughtcrhnusua

n " " butchore shops - - - .
L " " " ige-preoon menufactorics - 4.
-t " " ¥ fighmongoers shopa - Ts
oL n " " promisce whore fond is prepared
- for sale’ = €9,
- " " in conncetion with Faod Poleoning

= - T “outbreck T~ . o 58,
o TOTAL VISIT® ; s

3. Milk and Dairice Ordor, 1926,

i
= £t

Huﬂbbr nf ?iaita to cowsheds _ o 5.
" doiriocs and workshops o T
e TOTAL VISITS = . ' 276,
Ll ccial Dogigmation r, 1936,
Visits to premisos pastcurising milk :' _T, f- ity
3 blic Hoalth(ifont Intiong, 192 sh
visits to markot i
¥ butchere vans e - - - 54,
Dthbr vigitse R e g™ i
B 51 . . TOTAL- VISITS -~ . .- Tfi.
" 6. Rats ong Mice Destruction Act, 1919, . ;
Visits to rot infested promisos it {: 1
7. Housing Act, 1936. i
Number of inspcotions Lilelys, & g Sy
* ro-vigits A ; - 30,
" “- * overcrowding vieits e Sv gyl
T g - TOTAL VISITS Eiﬁﬁ%:
8. Factorics Act, 1937. Ll u e weporg &
Visite to workshops - i i 5
" ¥ factorics - 14.
. " gfficos 2 - i A
" " bonkehouses - EE,
S b ~ TQTAL VISITS -
*+ s Shops Act, 1934-36, ~ Section 1 '
» Vigits to shops ; : - 754+
"
10 fiscellunegg : : : : _ ; g
Visits ~nd intertviews ' e ie - 355.

GRAND TOTAL OF VISITS AND II#SPE*STIDRB
o Eal o
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a5 33‘:}.

(2) HGTIgEgl.

The pumber of informal ncticcs eerved during the year

Work donc by informal acticn wms na fallows:-

W.0.Podegtol rcnowod

Gonoral repairs to W.0.

We0. flughing ~pparatus repoired
7.0, oiptorne rcpolred oxr zcnormod
Draing eclocared (a) By ovmers

b) By Corporztion

Now einks provided
Wagte pipes rcpelred
Ohnked slnks clearcd
Inapcction chambor covers rcnnwcd
Dirty houscs cleansod
Enveegutters and gpoute’ rﬂpnirad oT renawed
Drains amcnded
Extra droins prﬂvidad
-r.ﬂ .Glﬂﬂ.’lﬂﬁﬂ
Bins provided
W.C0.cpartnents cloangoed
Floors ropalrod
‘Qutbuildings ropadred e
Wwator supply pipcs ond fittings rapaircd
Genoernl repairs to housos
Plagter ronowed
Coxds rppairnd
Wator supply ro-lmagtotod
Hnafs rcpoired

ilb =nd Ieizriosg Q;gg;

Walls,; flocrs and cellings clcanged

Shope Act.

Yow

we0e.cistoms provided

Burst water pipees repairod
General ropairs to W.0.
Wastc pipes ropoired

Eaves
Chakeo

tters repalred
draine cloarod

woter sunnly re-ingtatod
Ronfg ropoirad

wolle redoooroted
Floors repolred

W+Ci's oleansed

Food

walls, floors and ceilings cleanged
Floors repaired in f!sh-nrapa:ing rnnn
Roof lights repaired :

Loeking roofs repaired
GT&tigf provided to gulleyes -

Goncer

"

ropalrs

' The follpwing Statutory Yoticce wore served

vhore informnl zction was not complicd with:-

Public Hoalth Act, 1936.

1. Undcr Scction 39 - Notice by Local Authority
requiring oxeccution of works of drainage cte.
in existing bullding

FrfrrrrrrprrlrRREELE RN

t110 101

E s e
. &
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Public Health Let(Contd.)

2. Under Boction 45 = Hotiec by Loczal Authority to
. put defoctive clogets into repair -

3. Under Scction 75 - Notice requiring provisinn
. of Dustbins o

4. Under Scction 38 - Dangerous or dilapidated
. bulldinga and etructurce- o

5. Under Scction 9% ~ Abotement notice in rosncct
of nuisenco

Food and Druss dct, 1938,

1. Under Scction 13(a) - Protection against
contamination of food =

. 2, Under Scction 13(b) - TWark of a strnotural
character N

Shops Act, 19%4.

l. Notice nf contravention of statubory
roequirements in rospoct of conveniences -

TOTAL

Work done by Statukory action:-

Public Heelth Act, 1936.

8cction 35 - Eavesgutters or rain wator spouts
ropaired or rencwed
Draing roncwed
Water pines repaired
Wastopipes ropaired
T.C. podcstals ronoewed
Gencrel reopaire to W.C.
Draing cleangod
W.0. cisterns repaired

6 | TOST (] S R T

Thoe above were carricd out by the
ovmers, with one cxcentinn vhich
woeg done by the Cornoration in deofault.

8oction 93 —~ Ro~fs remairod
logtor Tenowed

Flonrs ronalirod
Nuisanecce abetod

L

Seetion 75 - Bing provided
Shope Act, 1934.

W.C.pedestzl rencwed <
Lavatory basin ronowed -

(3) FACTORIES 40T, 1937.

The following tnbles in the fom required by the
Homo Office, show the inshections made of factorics with
mechanical power, factorics without mechonical and ather
promiscs, together with the defecte found and remedicd
during the year:-

12,

11,

17
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Ingrectiong for Puraoses of Provisi
2g tn Hozlth.
= HURBer of
RS Inspect- | written |Occuplers
Premi s e g. ons ¥Yotices |Prosecuted
1 {2 (3
Factories with mechanical pnTar 55 - -
" without " 35 - -
Dther Promisece under tho Act,
ineluding worke building and
GTFiﬁLuIil* congtruction but
nat iﬂc‘“diﬁ— cutworkarsg!
premisges - - -
TOTAL LA - -

-

othex than ool
i *_ iaithos 15 the

Blackemiths and Tingmiths
Cabinot ieking

Corn Grinding

[CTeancIy

ICopperanithe & Erasnfiniﬁhcrﬁ
Plunbers

Engincors
Elcctrical Businces

T vl HEn T L = Ll |-

With wathout
Factorics on Register. Hechanicel |licchoni cal TOTAL.
FPower, Pomer
Acetylene Welding 1 g.
Boot and Shoo Repalrers 16,
Bakchousos 19,

-

14

e

2

1

1

2

2

5
Ice Orconmerics 2 Be
Gaa Torks A 1
Iron Foundries p ] s
Joinorse 8 s 1
Lotterprose Printing g S
ifantlo alteration B
Photography - Ll
Pic and s;uauge:snking 4 B
Sausnzoe Making 13 16,
S8ianvriting - g.
Savmills 2 h
Suznr Genfccticncries : 1s
Shipbuilding ¥o d & H”ﬁﬁirin# .
i mﬂ 1 — 1.-
Tziloring 2 1 g.
' Upholstery 1 1 3
TOTAL g5 9. 131

.. All bokehouscs wero ingpected resularly, epecial

attention be *n
qabensils.

paid to the cleanliness of the promisca and
1nit1¢v acconmodation, includine the provisicn of

lavatory basins ond towels and thes rozular colloction for

diaposcl
Icpartmeont.

of 211 trade rofupo roecived thoe attoentisn of the
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(4) gHOPg ACT, 1934-%6.

A tolal of (54 shops worc ingpected durins the yvear
under the provigicoas of the Shops Act, 1934. The ventilation
and temperature cf shops, sufficient and suitanble senltary
conveniences with other arrangements for the healtu and comfort
of the shop workers werc the main considcrations.

(5) cAMPING SITES.

There ore no ccamping sites in operation in the district
at the prescnt time,

= Lad L i d e
(6) QKX ABATEMERT

General observations have boen mointalined during the
year but it wee not found ncecesary to rcecommend leglslative

action, Complaints were received however concerning smouldering
%it heaps. The companies were approached and definite é%%rﬂvemcnt

?J EH.' EEmI;'QH EE §"'!;D H_]ng_ ained.

Vigoroue cfforts arc still boing mainteined in the
Borough for the cradication of the Bed Bug. During the year,
40 houses werc cleansed of vermin. In ssme eases the
infestotion wos only superfleinl, whils in othors it ¥ies
axtcnsive and entailoed the removal of 2ll skirtings,
architravos, pieture rails, wall popers ote.’ All surfacos
werc subjected to the flame of a blowlamp to destroy cgzs
and larvac prior to epraying with o roliable insccoticide
(Zzldecide), ;

(8) DISINFEOTION.

The following table indicotcs tho amhunt of
diginfoction garricd out by the Dopartment during the year.
The disinfectant used is Fomcolin, sprayed by pnocumatic sproys.

Ecddigﬁrgic.diainfcctcd ot roguost of .-
£ LY.

iIticlEE- PQJ:I- -G'- JI"loFr 31- AIRGP- EEI"'-"iC.‘GE G"i'inﬂrﬂ H'F.: B+ TDTALS

e N U T e . pital
dapreads = - - 1 1 - 2
anketg 6 18 = =
oats E = 15 335 -3 E 433-
verlots = = 2 2 = 5 !
urﬁﬂins - - 1 - - I.
ushiong - - - 5 3
aiﬁeta - - 15 % - = 1{'
attrcssce 22 - ;
allilagses - lE - 3 i f 43'
ants - - = 1 _ i
illowg L 6 i 1 :
e £l Rk 3| e e e B
ullts - = - & 1 o 1.
heete = - = 10 & = 10,
irts - - = 3 5 5
owelg — - = i < 2
orcoats - 4 = ; e kS %
illoweascs - - - 4 - 6 10.
& Books - - 14 - - - 12‘
dlca nf 1
Papers - - 1 - - - 1.
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(9) INFECTIOUS DISELSES.

Diphthcria was most provalent during the year 1941,
and noogesitatod many hundreds of insgpections. Indeed, the
bigh incldencc of infeotious @lgonscs nceded one man to be
grplayod almost econtinususly on this work.

Cases of infectious diseages lnvestligntod - B74,
Other vigits madse in conneotion with the investigation

of ceses of infootioun disocscs - B8o.
Oascas of infoctious discnses romovod to hospltal - 361,
Houscs disinfceoted after romovel of oomos of infootious
discnsc.(Includinz bodding and personnl olothing) - Tlo.
gurgerice disinfcooted 2t roquost of Hedleal
Prootitionors - 2,
Ambulonces disinfeetod after removnl of infectious
dipcase - 1.
Schools disinfeoted - 1.
Alr Railé shelters disinfeoled:- ina Public - 2.
b} andorgoa - 1.
8choolgirls hats dlsinfected ot regquost of Headmoster = 22.
Fursing outiite diginfsotcd =% rogucst of District
Fursing Asanclztion - 11.
geoments KElts disinfootod at roguzst of Port Heclth

669 Books were disinfoctod bofore being roturncd
to librarics after being in contact with infeoti~us dlgoase.

1]

Badding destroyed at Ovmore roquest - 32,

(1

f

[

) SCHOOLS.

Perindical ingpection wms mndo »f the Sch-ols
throughout the Borough with speolal rofcroncce to the sanitary
accrmmadation and drinking wator fountaine. Any defcaots found
wore repnried to the approprints doporiment and were romediad

ey P :l‘-'
- s :‘E ::'.‘.I.uli vn‘.‘- -

—

TAURANT K FE

Rrutine inspootion vme mado nf theso promisca. All :
wers found %o bd satisfootory.

(12) PLACEZS OF PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT,
4 systomatio inspootinn af 21l plnecce of publie

entortninment wme onrried out. Ono Fotico, sinco complied
with, was servod.

(13)DANGIROUS BUILDINGS.

. Domslition of a ruinod Bonkoh~usc, booause of tho
dangeroug state of the struecturt, was obtzlned after the
gorvice of a S8tatuvtcey Hotico.

(14) PIGCERIZS.

: Following tho Govornricnt'e appoal 3o tho gliblie %o
kcop plgs and fcod them fromitheir kitchcn wmstog, the nunbor
of pig-koopers in the Borough his incronsod to 48. Vieits of
ingpcetion werg pold poriodically o their premises.
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(15) QFFENSIVE TRADES.

Tha offensive trades in the Borough are:-
Frisd Tigh and Chips
Tripery
Rag and Bone Dealer -

Fricd Fish Shovs.—

(]

25.

Svagtematic inspectiong wore made throughout the year
and no compleints wer: rocoived. Tho promises wore found

to bo in A patipfactory state of cleanliness.
TrineTyv.—

Tripe bolling is carricd on at onc place within th

]

En:uu%h and poriodical inspcotions worce made. The promiscs
O

woIo und to bo satlisfactory.

Rag and Bonc DealcT.-

Only onc Rag and Bong Dealer is reglstercd with th
Council. A few poopla trovel the stroets collecting ol

=
=!

regs and bones but they hove no premiscs for the storage

sf such articles which are takon to the reglstored Decl

One contravention wes found during tho yozr zs
follovs: =

DuTing the course of the year a Rag ond Bone Denle

cI

Fiy

wzeg found to be distributing toys from o cart in cxchange

for rege to children. The Doaler was approoched and
andnittcd the offence, but pleaded ignorance of the law.

Scnc of the children who hed reeceoivcd toys werc found 4o

be under fourtoon yecrs of ogo.

The Donlers poarcnts, 2lthough aware that thelr s-n
vag out colleeting rogze and bones, denicd 51l kneowledge
of any toye e hod for distributinn.

This nffonece was roporiod in the Committec wha
Accide? to prosccutc, but it wos felt thot in view of
the offondcr's youth, a varming would guffice. o
further offonce hos boon ropoariod.

(16) gomoN LODEING HOUSES.

During tho year, onc of thoe twn rTogistored lodging
Houses was closcd. Systematic ingpection of tho other w2s

made during the year, and tho busincass ws found to be carrics

an in a gatisfoctory manner,

(17) RATS AWD MICE DESTRUCTION AQT, 1919.

Periodie outbrenks of rat infostation woere brought
to our notice during tho year. Poison baits woere laid dntn
on Oorporation property 2t reogulnr intervals, tho totol f-r
year being as followig:—

Poison baits laicd Alblon t
8lauzhterh~use
Private Houscs
Hiscellanesus

nooe
Ik 1
&

tho

o
O
.

(o s]
L

TOTAL 152,
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HOUSING AND OVEROROVDING.

Houeing cr“*tructiﬁ“ oz ot o gthnd-still during the
year but the ﬂ“IE of the overerowding department had to be
continued. All egsential repairs we e cdarried out under the
Public Health Act. - . .

HOUSTHG .STATISTICS FOR YEAR, 1941,

Houscs erccted during the y:ér.n

Assigtenco. Unsidod.  Total.

a) By local Authority - = R G
b) By other Bodics or Persons - - ) .
1. Ihéncctiun of Dwelling-housas dL“irg 3 YC4T.=

(1){2a)Total numbor of dwelling-houscs inspeotad
for Housing dofacts (undor tho Publie
Hoalth or Eousing Acts) - 4.

{ b)Humbar of inapcctians made for the purpese - 30.

(2)(a)lunoer of dwellinghousos (included under
sub-hoad(l) above) which woro inspected
and-rooorded undor the Housing Consolidatod
Regulotions, 1925 - Nil.

(b)¥unber of inspections medo for the purposc - [Nil.

(3)Muaber of dwecllinghousos found to be in a state
g0 dangorous or injurious to hoalth as to be
unfit FHr human habitation - 1.

(4)7usber of awollinghousce (oxelusive nf those
rcforred to under the preceding sub-hozd) fiund
nnt to be in all rospocote r»uarnahlr fit for
human *1bitntiﬁn - PHil.

2. Romedy of Defocts without servicu of Forn 1 Wctlicoge—
Tumber nf defective dwellinghousas rﬂndercd £fit in
eonscgucneo of infarsial-Ection by Local Authszrity
o its nfflcers - 3
3. Action under Stotutory Powers.— i

(a)Pmecodings undor Soction 9, 10 and 16 of tho
Houging Act, 1%36:-

(1) ¥umber of dwellinghouscs in raspect nf vhich
"Inticos" ware scrved :qui:ing TopnlzTs - Wil.

(2) Number »f dwellinghousce which were rendercd
fit after ecrvice of formal notices -

' Il.
nil.

Ea; By Owmers
b Locel Authurit? 1n dafnult of Owners
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(t)Proceadingas under Public Health Acts.-

(1) Wumber of dwellinghouscs in rTespect of whioh
notices werc gerved rogquliring dofecots to
be romedicd = "%30.

(2) Fumber of dwmellinghouscs in which defecte
r mere roncdied after servico of formol
hotices -

' Eag By OvmeTe - 69, ;
b} By Locnl Authority in
defanlt nf Qwnors )

=) TD -
{c)Prcecedinges under Soctinn 11 and 13 of
Housing Acts, 1936.-

(1) Fuzber of dwellinghnugos in rospoct of
which Domnlition Qrders werc made =  Hil.

(2) Mumber of dwollinghousce demonlished in
pursuance of Demnlitinn Ordors

Ril.

{a)Proccedings under 8Beotion 12 of tha Housing
Acts, 193B.-

(1) Fumber of scparate tencments or underzrund
Tooms in respoct of which Closlng Orders
were mado - Hil,

(2) Fumber of separate tencmente or underground

- Tooms in Tespoct of whick Closinz Orders

were detormincd, the tencmont ¢r rooms

having becn rondered fit - Fil.

IRG ACT, 1936 = VERCROVDING.

A. (1) Buaber of awellings overcrowded at end
' of your ik -
(11) Humber of families Awolling thorein - 420.
(1ii) Fuaber of persone dwelling therein - -

B. Nunber of hew coscs of overcrowiing roported
during the year - 187.

g. (1) Tumbor of cames of nvorernwdingz rolieved
fdurinz the year - 8q.
{iig Number of peregsns concerned in such cz=ses - 518,

(11i1) HWumbor of coeca of averoTowding relicved
in bouascs avmned by thoe Loenl Authnrity
(included in Q1) ) - 10.
4 (iv) Jumber of cascs nf overcrowding rolicved
- in the course of Blwa Cloarance operatisns - Til.
] D« Particulars of any coscs in which éwellinghnuscs

have agoln beenme overcrowded aftor the Lnacal
Authority have token stope for the sbatoment of
overcrowding = Bil.

E. Any other particulars with rospect to overcrowding
con”itiong upon whiech the Modlenl Qfficor of
Hoolth may consider it desirable to report.-
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fhere Bnldings

Ho.0fl Fo.of O/C

0/C Percontage

Q/C Porcentoge of

hre situated. |EHold-jHoldings. of Totsl No. |W9.0f Holfinge in
inzs. of Hol®inzs, J|cach eren(0ol.l).
'n Yunicinel
- Bruscs 1865 58 .62 3.10
In Arcar *
Bchatuled for b
Blun Closronce| 1001 175 1.65 q-: 15.44
In Houscs
nhther than .
the above €513 207 2,2 3.17
TOTALS 9383 420 | A LT o

In the followlng Tables tho vholo of tho Slum
Clearance work to date 1s shown:- AR

Extract from Health Departuent Records showing
progress of Slum Olszarznce, yeara 1933 to 1941,

iaciuding Clearsnce Arcns Hos.l to 4l inclusive.

Sua Totals 1937 to- Jlst Deccubexr, 1941.

Foalld Oocup—-|0iheT
Clearanco Arcas Ko. Houscs| lce. [Personsiicd Build-
1 _to 41., - Shope inzs.
_ TOTALS | 1476 | 1601 |6360 26- | e
xcludcd from Arcas by '
finlstcr of Hoalth - 45 - gl W 1o T St SR T TR Fr il -
Totols Affcotod 1431 | 1551 - [6170 16 16
Fchouslng - Prosross un-to=dote.
Housos With Totnl Humoer, | : :
numbsr of Bedrooms ef~ - Rohoused,.
Ll = | s.1.8° Lh Houscs Built. | Femilics.] Pcroone. |
26, 256)360. 32.122.0B. | 706, 676. 2,795,

Roport on Overcrowdinz Survey

ﬂv&rc‘nmﬁin guzvey — "Housinz dct" 1935,
- %sEE AFPEITIE A, )
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INSPEQTION ANT TVERVISION OF FOOD.

(1) MILE SUPPLY.

The munber of milk producers and retailers in the
Borough at the eand of the year wae as followe:-

Reglstered wholesale Traders and Producers - 15.
Total number of cows at the above - 160).

Regigtered Farms and otlher premises as Dairies =il

Registered retail purveyors of milk - 45.

Registcred milkshops —
fsnlling milk in scaled and stoppered bottles only).

Milk (Specciasl Dosignations) Oxder, 1936,

Onc Decslcr produccs tubcrculin-tested milk in the
Borough. Thrce rctailers in the district scll tubereulin-
tested milk.

Systomatic inspoction of the onc pasteurising plant
in the Borough was carricd out during the yoar. lost of the
milk pasteurised is obtained from outside districts.

Bacteriological Examination of Milk,

Fifty samples tzken during the yoar were examined
for Bacillus Coli and Tuberele Baeilli ot tho County
Labaratory. The Analyatts report shows that 1l of the samples
werc not satisfoctory as rogards the B.Coli content. Of
these 11, 7 samples were praduced outside the Borough. The
Local Authorities Irom whose districts the milk come were
notificd of the unsatigfactory reports. HRegarding the
four ungatisfactory samples produced in the Borough, vislts
ware made tn the farms during the process of milking and
advice was given on the best practicable mcans for the
production of clean milk, PFurther samples of those which
were ungatisfactory werc repeated at freguent intervels
until the milk reoched o satisfactsry standard of
cleoanlinces. Five samples contained tubecrele boeilll and
the County Medicol Officer was notificd accordingly.

The undermentioned applications were roceivod during the
yoar;—

Applicationg for registration as Cowkecper zand Wholeosale

Applications for rogistrotion as Cowkceper ond Reteil
Purveynr -~ 1.
Applications for registratinn os Retail Purveyor - 2.

Milk (gpecisl Degismations) Order, 1935.

Applications received for ronewal »f licenco to sell

retall, milk with the gpoeinl designation

"Tuberculin Tcsted" - G
Applioations roocived for rencwal of licence to sell

Tetnil, milk with the special designation

"Pagtecuriscd" - 2,
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Onc farmer in thoe district decided thzt he woula
commence the production of Milk. Upon inspection of hie premises
it was found that extenszive alteratiasnz whuld be NecessaAry ton
make the oremiscs fit. Extensive alterctions were carricd out
tn the Cowhouse under the direction and suncrvisinn nf the Hoalth
Department staff. For example, the old standings were removed
walls knocked down and one long Cowhouse, capable of housing 1é
head of cattle, was constructed. New standings were built,
windows and veniilators installod, and the drzinege overhouled.

The work proposcd %o be donc, which was not comploted
at the end of the yoar, should make this one of the most up-to-
date Covhouses in the Borough. It is hopod that, with the end
of hogtilitics, the famer will procced with tho erection of
gterilizing plant as originnlly lntended.

Perhaps it may be polnted out that, at present., there
is only onc form in the Borough producing 2 designated milk. The
dairy herds of such fomms arc regularly insgpocted by the County
Vetenary Inspectors and the farmm buildings and plant are under
the consteont suvervision of the County as well as the Bomugh
InspecctnTs. :

In the interests of Fmblic Heelth, formers are
encouraged to underizike the production of deeignoted milks.

(2) MEAT INSPFECTIONS.

Blyth is 2 glaughtcring centre for the Ministry of
Frod. During the year, 9,917 animnls ware glaughtered and
inspected as rooommended by Memn.62 /Foods. Corcascs and orgons
werc not allowed to lcawve the slaughterhouses until a post-—
moTtem examination had been made. This entailed much work,
ingpections having to be earricd out late at night and during
the weck-cnds. R

Representatives of the Ministry of Food have paig -
vigits to the slaughtorhouscs while glaughtoring and ingpection
was in progress. All cxprossed their ontize sntisfoption '
witnh the work carricd osut there.

The following table ghows the number of animals *
slaughterced and inspected during the year 1941.-

Food and Druce Act, 1938,

Total number of Animals slaiightered durine thoe year, 1941,

| Cattle | sheep
Month. Qther than! Cows.[Calves. and [Pigs. TOTAL.

Cows. Lambg.
Tanuary 108 5 - 929 & 1,138,
[FebruaTy 102 g - 481 24 €57.
arch 7 B 225 T | Zgg.
pril 42 - 8 14 490 1%{:- ;
ay 119 4 i 338 | 189 717.
u?e 106 5 - 193 51 355.
Egﬂstg 173 28 - | 1,451 3 1,655.
gentember 131 9 - 802 i 943.
ctober 141 9 - 940 - 1,090.
ovember 72 3 - 672 3 750.
cembor 92 4 - 11,438 2 1 :
1,169 6] 26 1 8,0.3 bag'_ G171,

*54 of these were “Cottagers" Pigs.

Following the inspcction of the above, it was found
nccessary to condomn the following:-
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'In addition, it was found necessars to condemn the

following; -
Subgtance, On_Account of .- Weight.
Thole beef carcases Generalized Tuberculosis E,égﬁ 1bs.
n " parcase Septic ¥etritis "
" | N Dropsy 425 m-
" ® carcases Septicaemia 1,064 w
eef Tube rculosis 242
oose Beef Fet " qo
ecls " a9, m
cef Bruising 1155 8
" Inflammation 6 "
" Abscess R
Whole calf carcasc Decomposition 73 *
- gheep " Bad 3lcoding Hor—p
s N " Pcritonitis A0
n " Ly Horibund 145 ®
" o " Ocdcma 12 L
n . " Emaciation 16Q . ¥
utton ; Bruising 45 T
B Ocdena 25 4 2
" Adhcsions 5. "
" Absccsescs [
Whole shceop earensc Dronsy 56 W
"7 pig carcascs Go ““”-lﬁ&d Tuborculosis 140 *
Hibdqu“rtpr of Pork Tuberculosis 58 »
otk ° Congostion 0
: i Bruising 12
it | TO0Tal, — [ tonaz, § cwig. 599 .1Dg. ;
Insu ctlnn of Frozen ond Chilled Meot.

fhe ;ullo#;ng tablos show the amount of fruzcn or
chillcd ment which emmé into the Borough, 2nd the’ ﬂmuunt

Cﬂlldi:! I'.I.Dd'—

Quartcr" of Beef
‘Shoap -OnroRscs

* Pige
Pork
.vua‘l gl .

- 3 923

- 11,64/.

- 17L.

- . 089 Bags.
E - R

'Imgor{cg:jbadstuff condcmnod.

" 14 Sheop Corcoscs
: Argéntine Beef
2! = Frogen Boet. ..
=3 Picklcd ‘Pigs Foct
gt Froz“ﬂ Livers

i
.
]

-
" iten

-

F & Pvimmetr,
s =E

Insp

'II_."L

Bonc Taint

Bruizing

Decompogition
b

Eo1-4 a0

13* af other fOquthffn+

"-—"-'--U--ﬂ-l-.- et a

Yould nnd decomposition

s L]
T

- 560 lbs.
ok ik
g Mo ®

s THE following foodatuffs, on Jﬁﬂﬂcctiﬂn. meTa
—f-:mnd‘ o bo ynfit for humeon gongumpt. t im‘*
.surrcndc:cd and degtroyod: -

and were tnlunﬁ"rili.

e T R,
b e

[ —




Subatanco. On AccOUNt Of .- QUEnTILY.
Beane (braiscd Blown tin 1 tin.
*  (haricot " " el

Beef Stew N N ey

Brown n " i | "
Chopped leot " " 2 tins.
ish Balls n X 1 #in.
ish Folls n 1 9 tins.

and tonguc Roll " “ S
errings " L T
unch Tongue H - 1 tin
ixed Vegoetables N L : |
x Check L " 2 tins.
incapple i by oy

rk Hausage " " 1 tin.

vk Tuncheoon Heat L) " 4 tina.
almon " L 1 tin.
Salmnn Roll X * 4 tins.
ghepherds Pic ;) ;: 1 tin.
Stewed 8Stesk L " 2 ting.
ﬂupEFegutnble] v . 1 tin.

n (0xtail) " " 7 [
Brusnges L . 1 "
Fm " n 1 1 i
1i1k({Condenged) " n 4 tine.

" (Evaporatoed) " . 190 "

TOTAL - 248 »n

recd (White) | Conteninated with-

: b5 galt water 32 1lbs.
aeon Decomposition ac:s
hicken and Ham Roll b e
heceso Hould i s
EES Deeompnsitinn 8 dnzen.

gsels 3 -g ot
Raisins( Turkish) Fermontatinn 28 1bvs.
Bausiges Docomposition 1T
TOTAL 2 ewte.d2 lbs.

1

The following foodstuffs hod to be
a result of domage by cacmy action:-

cnndomned 2a

Bubstonoe., Quontity.

- Butter 74 1lbs.

0 | Conking Fat Compound 10 nzs,
‘Custard Powder 6 packets.
Flour 28 1bs.
Ico—-croam 20 gallons.
Jamn 4 1ba.
Lord 14 lbg.
Rice lbs.
galt 1 packet.
Sauge 2 hottlos.
Sclf raising Flour 4 1bg.
Sugar 113 1ba.
Svocts 54" 1bs.
Yeast 1& los.
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(3) FOOD ARND DRUGS ACT.

All food preparing premigea heve been regularly and
.eystematiczlly inspected during the year. The premiscs include
. elanghterhouges, butchors ghops, ico—croan nanufactorics and
fiahmnngcrs shops

_Ed} SLAUGHTE ““3"975.

At the 8laughtcerhouscs owmed by the Corporation,
several repairs woere ncocesary during the year. It was roeporicd
that no sanitary accoamodation wos availaoble far the 5
slaughternen -and staff continunlly cmploycd the Suitable
Lccauﬂﬂdatimn was provided in duc coursc and hts bﬂen greatly -
apprecinted by all cmploycecs.

,It vas folt, howaver, that in ?ﬂivﬂ of ropairs and
additions, the.buildings arc not being ~utilised to the best
advantage. . Towards the end of the ye AT, & gchome was
recommended calculated to bring the existing premisce into
linc with other slaughtcrhs usca in tho.digtriect., Further,

. sinee it is belicwved thot centraliscd slaughtering has come
to stay, thot it ig desirablec tn adapt the present place to
enable o higher standard of hygicnc to- bo reached.

The fsllowing is o resumé of the proposcl:=

The existing bulldings were built os individunl
slaughterhouses, with lairage and sleughtoring

hnll hnused hﬂd“r the samec ronf, It is proposed

to take down the oxisting ladrago spacc, which is

totnlly inadequote, and convert in the fallowing :
mannoy.— :

No..1l. Slaughtcrhouse - Convert into glaughtering hall

for shecp.

n o2, f = Jonvert intn lairage for Sheep.

L T w = Qenvert into slaughtering hall
for shecp.

LA n - Convert into cosaling hall and
welzhing hall. -

5 E- X ~ Convert intn eooling hall.

-~ . L = Qonvort into centrel slaughtering
hall for eottle. _

» z. “ - Convert intos lairage for cattle.

N . W - Convert into lairagze for cattle.

LI - I oy - Convert into slaughterhousecs for

: either cattle or pigs.
¥ 10. " - Convoert into loairoge for pigs.

glaughterhouses Nos.l, 2, 3 and 4, would be pmvided with
interenmmunicnting doors. Hoa.s nd 7 and 8 would
cnmmunicatd with ¥o. 6, ond Nos.8, 9, =nd 10, would
intercommuniente.

The =dvantage of this intercommunication is: that the
animals would not be in the same slaughterhouse while
slaughtering is being earried on, far, after slaughter,
the corcnsés would be hunz in 2 cenling hell, away from
the lairege and: slaughterinﬁ hell, thus. proeventing the
Tk of--enptemdnntlon. L.t v v




The following new buildings would be required:—

1. A sheep lairagc built on to the existing No.l.
Sleughtorhoust and communicating with it by means
of a donk.

2. & group of buildinge consigting nf the following:-

(a) A manure shed in which the offal and manure
garts would be housed.

A gut seraping monm.

A Toom in which to hanz fats.

An nffice.

A mcge Foom for the peresonnel of the
sloughterhruses - in which the elauchtcrmen
eould hang their clsthes and in which they
gould h??c thelr mezls.

(f) A condemncd meat rnon.

[ B Nl o I e

At prescnt the ﬂuj—sc+hping is ﬁnnc in the same
slaughterhnuge in which the fate arc hunes. A
most unsatiefzetory, unt Y”lﬂnic prncticL.

It ig hoped thet it will be possible. for these
Egigntial improvenents to be put in han? Auring

(5) FOOD SAMPLING.

T am indebiod to ¥r.S.Stmusell, Chicef Inspectar,
County of Nortbumberland Weishts and Mengurcg Depnrtment,
far the followinz particulars of gamples taken in the
Bormauzh durings 1941:-

A total of 78 somples was token of which 52 were of

milk. " The remainder were made up as fnllave.-
Bakingz Powder, Gin,

Barlava, Lonex,

Beeor, Horcoarine,
Butter, Oninn Powder,

. Qoffol; Pos Floul,
Cneooa, Rice,

Custard Powder, 8ouce,

Chicken soup with rice, Semolina,

Cod Liver 0il, Tinned apple julce,
Egg subatitute powder Whigky,

Figh Q=zkes, Lard.

0f tkhe 52 milk semples, 7 were founéd to be deficient
in Patity Bolids or Nan-Fatty Solids, Threo of the
deficient samples werc obtained from supplics of milk
delivorcd to Blyth Schoole. The renaining four
deficlent somples were taken from milk delivered the
Jaext doy to the school supplicr. T"Appdal to Cow"®
grmplcs showed thot some of the defigiercies were
natural, being due to some defect on the part of

the cows.
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After carcful consideration, it was decided mot to take
legal proccedings and & caution was issued. The suppliers
agreed to refund the cost of analyscs of all the samples
taken during this investigotion. This cmounted to
£24.15.04.

With regard to certein of the substitutes set out in the
above liet, nction wmg nnt token becausc these szmples
had been duplicated in annther part of the County and
procecdings werc alroady pending.

At the request of H.M,.Justoms ~nd Exoise Officer, 3
samplca-of Sherry werc sent far ahalysisg. The results
proved that the Sherry wae dontaminated with salt water
and oil and was unfit for onnsumpilon.

(6) SHELLFISH, ETC.

During the yeoar, T evwt. of Mussels which were
intended for balt had to be condemncd on aconunt of advanced
putrifaction.

There is only one place in the Borough which sells
fregsh fish, The fish are examined regularly at the time of
arrival and the premlses periodically inspected.

(7) SLAUGHTER OF AVINALS ACT, 1

Two main provisions are contained in thig hot:-

1. All slaughtermen should be licensed.

2, All animals (with ccrtain eXccptions) must be stunned
vith & mechanically opcrated instrument prior to
slaughter.

gheep arce cxompt from the sccond provieion unlees
included by resclution of the Local Authority, The Gouneill
have, however, a Byo-Law which forbids the sglaughter of sheep
without previous atunnin%. During tho year, 1t was found
that one butcher wag contravoening the provisions of this
Byc-law. The Council decided to proscoute and a conviction
wag obtained agninet the butcher concorned.

-

Applicotione for liconces to slaughter were granted
during the year:-

Liconces %o Slaughter - g.
Rengwal of Liccnces to @laughter - 45.

(B) PUBLIC HTALTE (MEAT) REGULATIONS, 1924-

The main provieions of thesc rcgulations aro designed
to sccurc (&) more adequate inspection of animals eleughtercd
in this country, =2nd (b) improvements in the handling 5f
transport =2nd distributisn of meat.

¥arket stalls, butchers wons and other premiscs wheTe
fand is slaughtercd, stored or handled in any wiy, wWerce
regularly visited by the Inspeoetoriel staff to cnsure o-mpliance
with the Regul-tinns.




For exanple, 54 onttegers pigs were killed during
the year, snme being slavghtcered in the Qorparatinn
Slaughtorh-use btut the majorlty on farme and ather premlsea.
This cdded zreatly to the werk of the Meat Inspcctnr, whose
duty it is to ensurc that hygionic methods »f slaughter
and storage were cobtainod,

goncluaglion i

The viglts m2dc tr, and the typoes of factrrics
and wnrkshops in the Bormygh erc menti~ned olesowhere in
this roport. It is sufficlicnt T szy that it is ~lways
the cndeav-ur ~f the Henlth Department staff $o scouro
adoguatc 2nd better senitary ancermmodation in wrkshops
and factorice in the tovm. Rogular inspectinn is mnde n~nd
dcfacots reomcdied 2e quickly ns pnssible. Persnnnl enntnet
with the owmcrs, and manogers, upsn thase atteors ls misst
cggential and I am happy to repnrt that gand relatinns
exigt betweon the Inspectorial stoff and thosc rospnnsible
for running the busgingsscs which fall within the senpo
«f the Foctnxy Aot, 1937.

Thore art only two oufworkcrs in tho twn znd
Iﬂgul’:ll' inspcotionn ia mode »f their prénlacs. InVCEtig‘;ti”n
hag mraved thet thoy hzowvoe not boen inwalwod in 2ny woy with
the prevalonee -f infoetious discnse in the Bornugh.

Bakchruscs roeclive systomatic inspcctisn to cnsurc
thot f:0d is being bdygicnicelly handled and to eneourage the
promises boing koot in o olocanly stzte.

Qffic2s now conc within the scope of the Sanitary
Ingnectinrs dutics =nd, although regularly visited, no
czuge for compleint was found during the year.
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER IRFECTIQUS 4KD OTHER

[ISEASES.

GENERAL .

Horce cases of Diphtheriz were notified in Blyth during
1941 than in any yeer on reeord. Whroping C-ugh was provalent
2lso 2nd e¢aused a number of deaths, espeeially ameng youngz
childéren. The slightly higher incidence of thosc disenses
knovn to be more nrevalent in war-tinme will be noted from the
next Toble, e.z. Epidemic Cercbrm—8pinal Feveor, Tuberculneis.
The Table indicates the relative frequency of notifiable
Aligonges in the nerisd 1935-1941 inclugive:-

w 19414 19404 1939) 153 1537, Iﬁﬂ 1935,
B [ P = W T [+ i
o ® ok } [ ) | G . ' | - (4] | . -
: o - I T < AT el | D) el | D) er ] @) A | ED
Hoj ] S | S S b G al g H) oy
o I T N T T IR B e O R I I A )
b = el s e | s s s R e B
slAlslals|a s Al &la s8] &|a
clelclel eicl aleclelcl elcl &l
ARl EjERpmjiE] &l E | HEB|E]l =S
Snallpnx Will = Wil = Wiy =1 ¥il - {¥il] = [Wil] = Fil] -
gcarlct Fever 241 1] 30 - 25 1128 - 129 - 199 = 127| 1
Diphtheria 3000 | 44 3 5| 38 4§ 371} 65/ 1 25 2
rysipclas 10 - | 14 - -1 332 193|211} 23 -
arn or Ty-hold Feven Nill - il - - -imil -1 141 -
neusmonia 39R3 | 68p6| 4504 &| 7687 | 64018 | Bogl
ucrneral Pyrexio - § 2 - 1! 1 2 8 - ra
crcbro—8pinal Fover 1 j - |81l - % 1 1L-]| 8- p
Acute Polio-Myclitis|will~| I - —|my ={mid - | 3] =|mid =
Acutc Encephiletharg | 17il) - |Hil - 2 h 1] 42| -2 =
Dyscntoxy -| 18 2 7 a5 R R =
phtholaia Neonotorurs - g = - -1 g - 1 - -
ube reulseis(Resp'y) | 4407 | 368031 | 47R4| 3820| 3516 | 3cR8| 3322
" Dth:r? 19 3 114 15 7!-1o/ 5| 14 6| 14081 14:7
InlazTin Wil - |ITil) - [ITiY = |1l - Wil - 1 - Hiq -
Thooping Cough 299 4| 6 =| H-|{¥nt Motifisble)- = =
lcnglés 77 1 |751) 2 [{10t ﬂmtifiﬂblﬁ}* - - = -
nnd Poiaoning e il - Jiq —iniq nihi%_—|?11|—!H1HIT
Age Incifence nf Notifioble Discoscs
' 1951 :
Tne-|1 |2 3 T3 T5 [ 10 15125 35115 |55 [0Ven %
Discnsgc. er 1|tn|to rs.'t-1 to| to| tol to| 5a|ta |3n | 65 | Tatnld
i veari2 13 |4 151 10 15| 25| 35] 45|55 |65
Di~htheria 2 | 3| s|17|18115 75| 46[12] 2 T =f =| 300.
Bearlct Fover 1 e B s X R Al =1 1] 21 =] - 1 2.
jionsles 8 (12]11]16]1%] 1§ 1| 3] -] ~] ~| =] -1 77.
fhnoning Qough| 25 | 35]39|51144 98] 5| ~| =| =| =| =| = | 299
T.E.E?ul.} ~ [ S} ES =] A A 2L T B S
" (Other) L] -] -] 1] 1 g 2l 21 1} 1| -1 1] - %g.
Pncurionis 4 | 2 % 1] 23 2 5 -1 9| 31| - ;
E.C.8.4, T h B2 1l 4 - o R P 7.
rysineles - | =] =] =] 4 1] ~f 1] - 1] |1} 2 10.
phth,licon. Sl =l =l =l = =t =| =| =|=|=-| = g-
lPucr, Pyrexia L RN O [P SO S R 10 T R :
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e

36'
DIPHTHERIA.
The beheviour of Diphtheria during recent years,
go far as 1t concerns Blyth is indicated in the Table which
follows:~
J 1937, 1938.1 1539, [1940. 1541,
0.0f Notificetions 3? 35 63 300

" ® Deaths
atality Rate

— ha
O

2.7% 11.1% ?.92 6.8% B

Although rother mors cascs thon usual occurrcd during
the first 21 wecks of 1541 (32 G“scs], the copldomic »roper
commenced in the twenfysccond weck with 2 primary phaso lasting
9 wecks:; 58 GﬁELEp of whom B dﬂcu, wore rocorded, giving a
F“tality Rata of 13.85 and averngo Wookly Ectificﬁtiuna ﬂf
6.4 for the period.

The Pesk Pcriud loetcd or 11 wooke (3lst - 4lst
inelugive) éuring which 113 cascs nnd § deaths worc notificd,
yielding o Fot21lity Roto of 4.qﬁ and Avernge Weekly
Notificationa % 10.3.

The Third Phreg extcnded into the noxt 5r"r. but
from thao 42nd to thac EErd weeks of 1941 produced in those
11 weecks 97 omses and 3 donthe — the Patzlity Rate for this
pericd folling to 1. 1% vitn AVCIREC Wcaxl; Hotifientions
dropping to B.5.

Lagc Groups. 0. O CLBCB. |1

0-1 yeoars 2

1-2 " 3

2=3 = 5

i ow 1

s 1

=10 " 115

1g-15 " 25

Over 15 yrs. 1

TOTAL: 300 1) 5. 56%

It will be noted thtt the 5-10 age group was most
gaTlously aifceted. Fewer childron under g YyeoTe wOTO
attacked then other z2ge groups up to school-leoaving 2gzo,
but the Fet2lity Rate wna considerably greater among the

+ younger children; fncts vhich corrcspond closely wit th
experienco in other arecas,
Trocted Treatad
in ot TOTAL.
Hogpital. |Home,
Diphtheria Coscs 295 5 300.
Convalescent ﬂhrrieraS?ﬁ+) 10 1 11
Hoalthy Carzicrs (VT+ 35 1 36.

The zeneral policy was to isoloate in hrhepitel ell
exges ond virulent corriers, but wvhero suitable esnditisne
cxisted, 2 fow patients were trented ot homo.
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All closc erntaets below schronl-leaving -age were
urged to adapt a state of guarantine; schanl-children being
excluded from schonl, un%til.o negative report »f thoir throot-
gwabs had-been rocecived. Where contacts over schonXk-leavi
age were disgovered among those likely to spread the disease,
e.g. ageistants in faod shops, delry workers, cinema attendents,
otc., these too were asked to obscrve & gtate of gquarantine ; 07
until nezative reports were furnished. ¥%hole classges of 5 ¥
school-children were throat-swobbed whon (2) a teacher was :
notified as a case and (b) vhen severnl cascs from the same
clags were rcpﬁ:tﬂd'within o fcw days.

Convalescent paticnts under schonl-leavinz age were 5
subjected- to special medicnl examinaticns sron a2fter relenage IR
from home isolation or within a.-few days of thoir discharsze -
fram hoppitel. They werc not finally relcascd from qu&r:ntiﬁc
until anonther negntive thront-swab wes obifined, or rctprpeﬁ tﬁ
school until t;eir general henlth justified it.

Trrqﬂthswaﬁctn: g, Iar t*c Wﬂgt prrt, 1inited to if

children, the meombere of the community most 1likely tn sproad §
the digcage among gusccptibles. Fu *‘h1f, only the carricre
(ennvalescent and healthy) whose throot swade gave positive

virulence reactinns to binlogiocal tesis were isnlatod. The
Fallawineg tdble claseifics tho rosults »nf throat—-swabs taken
by the Heclth-Deportment and dode nat include any taken by
fomily doctors. ;

&k § —Of TOT obildron

Cantacts. Conval- -abtending Minor {-—- TOTAL. S
cgeents, allmgnta. 5
VI Nomative vT+1lL“ﬂﬁl?¢ VI+ Mezative | VI+ [ezntive i
or VT- ol FT— r VT- . ar Ti=
36 | 1,262 11 203 4 18 51 | 1,483
TOTALS 1,298, 2L, R 1,535,

At nne timo, the possibility »f the snread of the
infectinn by moane of milk was congifercd, ag most of the
families effected were supplicd by o 311*1: dafizy; it 'wes
roaliged, however, thot tho firm suoolied milk to the majority
of homes in the area. Altogether 13 milk samples from &
nunber of different wendors wore cxamined bacterlslozicelly
and the throats of 30 Aairy operativas were swabbed for the
prosencce of Diphthcrio BLCllIi. In neither wilk samplos
nnr throat-gwabs were tho orzanisms found.

-ﬂnmm¢ntarz.-

Blyth nlways has a certain am-unt of Diphtheria,
but the factor or foctars lézdinzg to this moro severe out- by
brcak bave not boen found. It is not thou~-ht that wer
goncditions aré rospnnsible t~» any zrect extent, since fo-d
supplics are adeqguate, and the nutritionnl gtote of the
chilAren is not una*tlsf ctn ¥y comparcd with other indugt¥ial
twns.. Lack of ventilation in homes duc to "black-out®
arranzepents may have some -influonge. The old fashioned
belief thet bod smolle cause Diphthoria still hag o few
acheronts, but 1t can be discounted in tha lisht of
proesent-day knowledsc.
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Rghelter-1ife" pa guch doea not exisgt in Elyth, nor
can the temporary herding of people in communal sheltera be
incriminated, becouse "Alert" periods dhr1q5 the year were
neither frequent onough nor of sufficicat cur“t1an to justify
suyh o gonclusion.

In pome measure, the pcpread of the infeection munst be
attributed to parents ignoring the insgtruetlons ropoatoedly
iven congerning gquarantine measurcs. On more thon one oceasion
petors comnlained that cuspected eanes wore allowed viaitors,
ar the piticnt himaelf hoed to bo aﬁuc“t from'n ncighbourts
homec. The Sanitary Ingpeotors r:uortcd childreon “uﬁqﬁﬁcd
be in quarantine, plrying freely in tho atrects nith othoT
childron.

Song of the eﬂrlicr dontha woTo u:quﬂrtifn”bly due to
paronts nct-rcﬂliainb tho gerioun naturs of theolr children'as
illnonnes and thus fuiling tn aend pufficicntly carly for
madienl ap=igtance.

FOOD POTSONING OUTEREAK,

In Junc 1% wes reported thot five paticnts had been
adnittod to tho Loeal Horpital with gyaptome of Food Polsnning,
Investizationg revezled thot of 47 zuesta :tthnding g Wedding
Ten, fiva suficréd savercly cond othor five developod nild
pymptons only.

Cocked Tongue Bandwiches wis the only ltem on the
nenu consuned by all paticnts. A nuwsber of othor guensts wha
ate tongue szndwichos %oo, 2nd sowerzl who did not, werc
unzffeetod. 0o the othor hand, throc scabers of a4 failly of
five, ‘having acten for lunch on ftho sz2ne doy, partiona of
the tongue frmo vhich the shndriches were rnade, wore Alrocdy
admitted to tho Royal Victoria Infirmnry. Nevecasntle., A full
ageount of .the investigotinns mode and the rosultz of 2 nunber

" of beeterliologiesl cznﬂinctlnnn anpcaTs elscwhero.

A1l the potients Tocoverod, thoso in Hoenital being
digcharged within nnc weck of cdnigeinn,

SOABIES. |
Likec many other industri-cl districts, Elyth nr-duccd

~ wory many cnges of Scablos cduring 1941. It is not clonrly

understood why such o groat incro~sc should cceur in towms,
particulazly sinee much of nur mrovious knovledze Ff the spread
of the disease hzas beon fHuné to be incorrcet by the publighcd
findinge of investizatars working under the Eirﬁctinn nf the

Medicnl Roscarch Qouncil. The infostotisn of soversl members
nf,thc gtm¢  house-linld from & common ghurec 14 rendlly

- apnicolotod but 4% is Alifficult %o atiaeh much impertznoe to

the nrabability of the econdition boing sorond fron sne homo o
annther through the mediun of, sty, schiol-chiléron. Yot it
scoms to happen. - Scables woe introduced into many houscholds
by -Scrvicec nombers and Wer-workers returning an leswve with the
discase, and o fow dirty familics finding thelr way ints the
town odced to the slready cxisting rosorvir. Lock of
attontion %o matters of personcl ngcnc influcnces the
devclopment of the dlseasc and indircetly wey heln it to
enrond. Herein lics the donger of ton rigid o rati-ning »f
soapn and $o~ much stress being loid unon limiting beth water
as a meansg of coonomielng in fuel.
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The Scables Order, 1541, gave very full powers to
Local Authoritics. UOnfortunately, in snall placees like Blyth,
facilitics are g0 linited that to apply the Order fully ia
irpracticable, Our cfforts hove beoen rostricted to the
treatmont of children, whilo anyone over schosl-leaving age
has been advisod to sce thelr famlly Dootor. Baths and the
applicatinn »f o Bonzyl Bonzoate proporation are carricd out
at Wellington House ond a aystom of hone visiting by a Rurse
nnd rogulor medleonl insnccotlons of patlents, was introduced.
Earlicr in this Roport will be found an aconunt of the anount
of work done for pro-schronl chllfdren. The Annual Report of
tho 8chool Uolonl Qfflcer deeoribes tho activitice of the
Scnbles Qlinic in respoct of schonl=childron.

DIPHTHERIA I:OMUNISATIOQN.
Btoto of Immunisction at the ond of 1941,

Estimnfod Wurber Tully
ghild ponpulatinn, |[Irzuniged, Bcreontrze,
Under 5 yoars 2,559 0 2%
5-15 yanrs E:G 1 E.gg? 5%f1$
“TOTAL 7:620 kT i A Y P ]

It ig truc thot wo should like tn sce o lerger
praparticn oFf childron irrunieed. Unfrrtunatoly much of tho
reoluctance on the part of parents to have their children
treated wne due to the anpesraonce in the loccl press of adverse
comments by 2 former resident. Doaplte this antagonism, more
children woroe proteeteod against Diphthorla in 1941 thon in
provious yeoers (Sce acco mnyine Grzphj. The figurecs gliven
here take no account of tho number of children troated by
their own doctorse, detalls of which arec not awvallable.

gnildron unaor

| 8chool osc. School children.
First Dos~e 652 947
GQMﬂIgEEE treatmont oli L2y

Number of children immuniged during 1941 = 1,543.

The ¥two-sghot" mothod has bcen uescd hore for some
ycars, 0.2 c.0. of Alum Procipltated Toxoid, provided by the
Ministry of Heoalth, at the first attondonee, followed four
wocke later by & dose of 0.5 c.c.

It ig gratifyving to be eble to roport that not o
single child of rore than 3,000 artificinlly i:muniscd under
the Authority'e 8cheome dicd during the opidemic of 1941, end
only 20 fully immuniged devoloped c¢linieal symptnms, nong of
thc pationte boeconming cven seriouely ill. '

Propaganda - Full uso is made of-pﬂsfﬂrs ond ‘panphlets is~ued
y the Central Council for Henlth Edueation. & short pomphlot
from the Henlth Department was dietributed too.
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Posters are disgplayed:-—

On the Empire Marketing Board's frame, transferred
to a more centrally placed site.

In Olinlcs and wvarious offices and walting rooms
of the Authority's offices.

In lounges of places of entertainnment.
Panphlets are distributed from:-

8choolsg, clinics and thc counters of the Authoritytas
gffices.

Yerbal advice is givon:—

At Matornity ond Child Wolfarc and School Clinics
by Nurscs und Doctors.

During home visits by Sanitary Inspcctore and Nurscs.

By Hood Teachers, ¢spccoially to parents of school
entrants, by School Attendance Qfficers nnd the
gtaff of the District Hureing Association.

pefaulting families are "followed up" by Hoalth
Yisitors who bring to bear their greatest perpuasive powers
pften with encouraging success.

TUEERCULOSIS.

We are grateful for the vcry helpful co—operation
of the County Council's Tuberculosis 3¢Ivice, Whoeo clinics
are held evory Tucsday morning ot thelr Dispenscry in
Middleton strect.

Tubcreuloels was more froguently notificd than in
maost recent yeors but the number of denths is fewer.

Tubcreulosis — 1541.
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ARTICLES BY MEMEERS OF THE DEPARTUENT ACCEPTED FO
PUBLICATION, QQ‘RI-EG 1041-— T

®goabies treated by a Bensyl Benzonts Enulsiont,
I.F.Mackenglie, M.B.,D.F.H.,D.T.M, & H,
1941 - British lfedioal Journal - 4211, page 403.

"gutbreak of Food Poisoning duoc tn Cnoked Tenguo",
Ji BtDkﬂQ. HQD',EQHI’BIF.H-. mﬂ ﬁ.I.HﬂEEET:H--ﬂ- EH'E#:D-—P-E.
1941 - The Medical Officer - LIVI. 10., page 7.
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