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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA,

Hospitals provided or subsidised by the Local Authority

or by the County Council.

Fever.—One Hospital is provided by the Blyth Council,
the other is provided by the River Blyth Port Sanitary
Authority.  The two Hospitals are situated in isolated
situations on the river banks, about 1} miles from the
centre of the town. There are twenty-four beds available
for Infectious Diseases. The two Authorities have an
interchangeability with each other.

SmALL- Pox.—There is no Hospital for the treatment of
this disease in the Borough. All cases occurring in the
Blyth Area are sent to the Bedlingtonshire U. D.
Council's Small Pox Hospital at Stakeford.

TusercuLosis.—All patients suffering from this disease
and living in the Blyth Area are sent to Institutions in
the County or further afield should there be no accom-
modation in the former.

MaternNiTY. —All serious Maternity Cases are sent to
the Princess Mary's Maternity Home in Newecastle-
on-Tyne.

(5) CuiLbreN.—The various Children’s Hospitals in

(6)

Newecastle-upon-Tyne accept patients, for treatment,
from the Borough of Blyth.

Ortaer.—The one Hospital in Blyth is the Thomas
Knight Memorial Hospital, with 26 beds for the treat-
ment of Medical and Surgical Cases,
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PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF,

Including all who were employed in work connected
with the Public Health, whether under the Health, Maternity
and Child Welfare, or Education Committees :

Medical Officer of Heallh,
Bchool Medleal Officer

Pﬂl't' MEﬂiﬂfLi. Dmmr ." J M HAL‘LJ';{‘}HLA.N, H.B ¥ G M-
Deputy, &c. W. I, GORDON, M A, M.B, B Ch,
Ophthalmic Surgeon (part time) A, T, PATERSON, M D., F.R.CSE.
D.P.H.
School Dentist (part time) ... A, MATUGHAN, L.D.S.
Senior Sanitary Inspector ... R, G. REDPATH, M S.1.A.,
Sanitary Inspector I, O, WILLIAMS, M.S.1.A.
AR San. .
e i Miss H, FINLAY, SR N
Health Visitors 1 Miss O. DIXON, S RN
g | Miss S. CARROLL 8.R.N.
Sehool Visitors 1 Miss L. GRAHAM S.R.N
Isolation Hospital Miss J, WHITE, Matron.
Office of Health Department Wellington House, Blyth

PROFESSIONAL NURSING IN THE HOMES.
(a) General,

The Blyth, Bebside, and New Delaval Nursing
Associations, all independent of the Corporation and North-
umberland County Council, but under the jurisdiction of the
Northumberland Nursing Association have each a staff of
Nurses for general district work.  As the fees received from
patients are quite inadequate to meet the working expenses
they have to depend principally for their financial support on
voluntary and workmen’s contributions.  Unfortunately the
past year has been one of the worst in the industrial depression
of the town, with the result that the income for the year has
fallen far short of previous years.
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Closet Accommodation.

~ During the year 38 conversions from the old privy
Ashpit convenience to the Water carriage system were made.

That the need is pressing for a conversion scheme
throughout the town, I can verify after personal inspection of
a number of these insanitary privy middens. Their entire
abolishment could have nothing but a good effect upon the
general health of the occupiers.

Scavenging.
See Sanitary Inspector’'s Report.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

For details of the work in this respect, see Sanitary
Inspector’'s Report.

Smoke Abatement.

A few prosecutions for chimney firing during the year
have been taken, but no action in that respect has been taken
against any of the industrial concerns in the Borough.

PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS WHICH CAN BE CON-
TROLLED BY BYE-LAWS OR REGULATIONS.

(1) Common Lodging Houses.

48 visits made during the year, adequate cleansing,
etc. secured.

One case of Small Pox was reported from a common
Lodging House.

(2) Offensive Trades.

2 Tripe Preparers, 1 Gut Scraper, 6 Marine Stores.
All these premises were regularly inspected and nuisances
dealt with as found.

Other Banitary Conditions requiring Notice.
See Sanitary Inspector's Report,
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
(a) Milk Supply.

See Sanitary [nspector's Report.
Milk (Special Designations) Order 1923.

No Licences in operation in the Borough at the end of
the year.

Digeases of Animals (Tuberculosis) Order, 1925,

Efforts continue to be made to co-operate with the
County Council in eliminating Tubercular Dairy Cows, 3 Cows
were dealt with at different places by the County Authority on
information supplied to the County Medical Officer of Health
by the Senior Sanitary Inspector as to suspected Tuberculosis.
The post mortem findings showed that each of these cows had
Tuberculosis.

(b) Meat, etc.
See Sanitary Inspector’s Report,

Slaughter Houses.

There are 14 licensed Slaughter Houses ; 9 owned by
the Corporatior. and 5 privately. The latter are in very
closely populated areas and these should be abolished and all
the Slaughter Houses housed under one roof.

(c) Adulteration, etc.

No action was taken under the Sale of Food and
Drugs Act, the Milk and Cream Regulations and the
Condensed and Dried Milk Regulations (the Council not
being an Authority for enforcing these Acts and Regulations).
These are administered by the Northumberland County
Council.

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.
Prevalence of and Control over Infectious Diseases.

The Diseases compulsorily notified during the year,
with the addition of Puerperal Pyrexia to the list are similar
to those of 1926.

Owing to the continued prevalence of Small Pox in
various parts of the County and Country, your Council
deemed it advisable to continue Chicken Pox as a notifiable
disease,



31

Your action in so doing has been justified as several
cases notified as Chickenpox were found to be in reality
Smallpox.

Smallpox broke out in the Borough in November
having been introduced by a case in a Sussex Street Lodging
House which had come from Jarrow.

Special arrangements are being made for the treatment
of smallpox cases in your own hospital which will necessitate
alterations in the Port Sanitary Hospital.  This [ have
advised and is to be carried out and will provide for a long
time adequate accommodation for the treatment of all [nfectious
Disease.

Every possible precaution is taken by your Sanitary
staff to prevent the spread of Infectious diseases. Patients
are removed to the Hospital whenever possible, but in many
cases, there still exists in the minds of parents a diffidence in
allowing their children to be taken into Hospital.

Table 1. shews the number of cases notified and
admitted to Hospital in 1927.

Table 11. shews comparison of cases notified in 1927,
1926, 1925, 1924, 1923.

Table 111. shews age incidence of cases notified in 1927.

Table IV, shews ages at death registered in 1927,

Table V. shews Ward distribution of cases notified
in 1927.
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PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

L1 cases were reported during the year. No requests
for facilities for treatment for this disese were asked for during
the year. All cases were visited by the Health Visitors and
have made recovery.

SMALL POX.

Five cases of Small Pox were notified during the
year, giving an attack rate per 1000 of 14

All the patients were removed to the Bedlingtonshire
U. D. Council's Hospital at Stakeford. As many of the
contacts as consented, were vaccinated, the others were
kept under close supervision by your Sanitary Staff.

No deaths occurred from this disease.
CHICEEN POX.

In view of the continued prevalence of Small Pox in
various parts of the County and the similarity of that disease
to Chicken Pox, your Council deemed it still necessary to
continue Chicken Pox as a notifiable disease. 424 cases were
notified throughout the year. The disease was very mild in
character and there were no fatalities.

NON-NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.
MEASLES.

Measles were not at all prevalent in the Borough during

the year, there only being a few cases here and there in the
different Wards.

3 deaths are registered.

WHOOPING COUGH.
This disease has not been very prevalent this year.

1 death is registered.

DIARRH@EA, Etc.

10 children under two years of age died from this
complaint.

INFLUENZA.

This disease has existed in the Borough more or less
all the year, occasionally of a severe type. It is responsible
for 29 deaths.
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ZYMOTIC DEATH RATE.

This term includes deaths from the following diseases :—
Smull Pox, Scarlet Fever, Enteric Fever, Diphtheria, Croup,
Measles, Whooping Cough, Diarrhcea (under 2 years).

Comparison Tables—Number of Deaths and Death Rates

(1927-1925).

Mo, of Deaths

Death Kate per
1000 pop

Diseases.

1927 \ 1926 1925

1927 | 1926 | 1925

Small Pox
Scarlet Fever
Enteric Fever
Diphtheria
Diarrhecea
Measles
Whooping Cough

- a
- . - . -
W » - a a. "

_ —_ | c—

— 1 —
- — 1
10 17 13

3 — 5

1 6 4

| 14 24 23

For the year 1927 this is equal to a Zymotic Death
Rate of *40 per 1,000 population as against ‘69 in 1926.

LIST OF PATIENTS ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL.

FACTORY POINT HOSPITAL.

No. of Patients
Admitted.

Discharged.

Under Treatment
31st December,

Scarlet Fever 16

Scarlet Fever 16

Nil.
















42

TUBERCULOSIS.

89 cases were notified of which number 63 were of the
respiratory system.

The number of deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis
Is 38, and 6 from Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis making the

total 4 4.

5 deaths registered as having died from Tuberculosis
were not notified previously as suffering from that disease.

Age and Ward Incidence of Notirications and Deaths.

New Cases —~ Deaths 3-
= =]
Pulmonary Hun-Pulmun'ryig Pulmonary Hon-Pllmon‘rr’S
g &
M| F [Totl| M [ F [Totll5| M | F |Totll M | F [Tot1|5
Under 1 y'r,| 1 ' 1 | 1 % Ll 1 1 1|9
1-5 years A 1 b 3 8 i 2 33
510 R B R T S T o :‘
10-15 ,, 3| 4| 6 1 2| 3|9.. 21 21 1 ] 1:8
15-20 ,, i B et e o LT T R O T e
20-325 ,, 1 4 [T [ 3 2{7 2 L] 8 1 1
25-35 ,, i Al 1 1 R 3] B} ¥l o
35-45 ,, 8| 4112 Ll 1 Iabl a1 31 B 5
45.55 ,, Ty T B . | e ]
Iﬁﬁvﬁﬁ - 1 1 2 q 2 1 3 3
65 npw'ds 2 | 3 Ly S r
. —|
Totals 36 1928 | 63 |14 |12 |26 89) 15123138 2| 4| 6 |44
Ward
Ineidence
Bebside AL I R T e
1o s R R (SRR ] L o B | Sl S R e [
New Del'v'l| ... 1 1 ol el S B o W e R
Croft 13 9| 22 3 1 4 |2 6 8| 14 1 3 3 17
Waterloo 10 B |18 | 1]19] 4 3 T 1 1|8
Plessey T - S e T 2| 4| 6 6
Ridley Sl 2 | 1 2|1 & 4| 7 "
Totals 35 | 25 | 63 )14 |12 |26 89 15 123|881 3| 4| 6 |us
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Sanatoria.

The table below gives the numbers of patients admitted
and discharged from Sanatoria during the year.

Admitted. Discharged

=2 :

P - - >
Sanatoria z T 3 LR |
ana 3 g gg g = € £ G
B lzs | & | E =8 | &

= = = _::

£ & o o

e

-9
=]
(=}
—
[

Stannington A A

Woolley s - 25 21 21
North Shields Union 5

Wyton, Huntingdon| 2

Total o [ ] 42 33 7 40

Table showing the various Tubercular Rates for 5 years,

i‘ Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary.

:1927 1926(1925 1924[192311927 1926/1925 19241923
1

Attack Rate per | ‘
1000 pop |/ I'S |22 |16 (19 |28 |72 |11 | T
No.of Deaths .. 38 {29 |27 (36 | 27| 6 7| 6
Death Rate per | ‘
1000 pop, 1'1 | 85 | 7| 109 8 [17 | 2| 1 il s

Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations 1925

No. of Cases notified| 63 | 77 | 58 | 64 | 77 | 26 | 40 | 27 | 37 i 20

1 D |
14 | 9

No action was taken under the regulations during the
year.

Public Health Act, 1925. Bection 62,

No action was necessary under this Act.
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HEALTH VISITORS' ANNUAL REPORT.
Tethe Chatrman and Members of the Health Committee.

LLadies and Gentlemen,

In presenting our Annual Report for the year ending
31st December, 1927, we beg to state that during the vear
the number of Births notified as having occurred in your area
was 662, viz. . —

Legitimate Males 304, Females 337. Total 641

[llegitimate Males 12, Females 9. W 21
662
Number of Still Births was L 23
Births notified by Doctors - 652
& Midwives - 10
Number of Births not notified
(but visited) . 50
Number of Infants visited (First Visit) - 738
Re-Visits to Infants under 1 year - 2905
Visits to Children (1—5 years) - 202l
Total number of Visits - 5664

Table of Statistics of Visits paid to Children during the year.

District. Under 1 year| 1—5 years.

Blyth 2666 1409
Bebside =5 241 139
Cowpen : 187 89
Newsham 232 116
South Newsham 53 37
New Delaval 204 173
Isabella Colliery 60 58

Total 36438 2021

In 604 cases the infants were found to be Breast Fed
In 38 cases part Breast and part Artificial food.

In 36 cases wholly artificially fed.
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during the year without nuisance although situated adjacent to
dwelllng houses. The tipping in this area is being carried out on
“ controlled " lines, by the method of sectional shallow tipping in
layers,

Organisation, Costs and Ameunts collected.

Definite efforts have been made to reduce the cost of
scavenging by better organisation of staff and better equipment
which, on the year's working, have shown good results, a saving
having been effected on the estimated amount sufficient to purchase
out of revenue a two ton motor vehicle and accessories at £671.

Amongst matters contributing to this end the following may
be noted :—

(1) The separate maintenance of stables and staff at Bebside
has bzen discontinued and the work for that district
centred at Blyth,

(2) The principle of not replacing unfit horses has been
carried out and metor vehicles substituted.

(8) An improved type of motor vehicle specially fitted for

scavenging has been adopted by the purchase of a
“Shelvoake & Drewry” 2-ton Motor Dust Cart,
This has enabled the clearance of distant parts like
Bebside to be done from Blyth and has been found te
give highly satisfactory results in the larger amounts
removed at each journey, ease of fillingand manoevering
and quick tipping. It thus lends itself to better organ-
ization of the work generally and, as it does more than
the work of 4 horses in a better and more economical
manner, the replacing of these by further purchase of
this type of vehicle can well be recommended,

The quantity removed by this vehicle during 74 months
(to Mar. 31st, 1928) was 1,685 loads, weight 3,870 tons.
11 loads (= 22 tons) per night being frequently collected.

4, The scavenging work is now being carried out with a
decreased staff, a reduction of 3 in the number of workers
having been made. and as men fall out they are not being
replaced otherwise than by the employment of casual
labour while work is heavy,

A Costing Return with particulars of amounts collected etc.
is given in the following Table (Table I).

This has been compiled for the peried of the financial year
ending March 81st, 1928, in order to cover the Special Return
required by the Ministry of Health.
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F. SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT.

Table Il shows the number and nature of inspections made
by the two Inspectors during the year, together with number of notices
served etc, to secure improvements and abatement of nuisances.

Administrative County of Northumberland
Borough of Blyth,

Sanitary Inspector's Annual Bummary of Inspections, Notices.
gerved, and results as required by County Council,

Year ending December 31st, 1927.
(Sanitary Officer’'s Order 1926, Art. 19.)
TaeLe 11.

Distriot—Blyth
Population 34,280
Inspectors—
Me, B, G. ERDPATH,
Mr. 1. O, Williams.

—————

Number of

Defects or
Lagzal
Fl‘Dﬂl'l'dinEBl

jE!:I'mn «
uring wvear.
Noticees
sarved,
Defects
romadiad

INFOKRMAL

of Byelaws.
Number of
Motices served
Letters., etc.
Defecta
remadiad
ETATUTORY

o
e
-

d
Re-Inspeclions

Numbar of Ia-
Contrav'ntions|
thereafter
| " Number of

1 thereafter.

Housing — | T
Structural Defests
(Spouting, Roofs, &e.)
Dampness A |
Not munbly fit for

Habitation ...
Overcrowding ..
I'lmunm [Dutr Prutnj

Wlhr Slprpljr— |

Insufficient ... ] a2 ".!El
Unsatisfaetory B T * | i

Drainage—
Foul (t.e. choked)

Untea padur]}afeutﬁ'é
Insufcient

1 Closed

—
[F
==
e
—
o
]
—
[

49 24 6 Closed
6 |Closing
0 | Ordews

aa:“é
Ro?
2%
258

o 13
=
=
—

|

| u3| ns| 1w 2|
172 | 198 | 0 2 ¥ '-

|

|

1'-—.,.—--'

llnltlll:l
Convenlences -

Structural Defects ...[: 107 | 107 51
Insufficlent (Convearsion '
to W.('s) L
Foul .. (198 2| g5 g
Insanitary Auhp:tu lnd [
Reeseptacles

¥
B
e

Daivles, Cowsheds and
Milkshops ... s S
Slaughter Houaes
(14 bi-weekly)
Tents, Vans, &c,
thonmva Trades
Workehops and
Workplaces
Keeping of Animals ...
Offensive Aco'milations
Smoke Nuisances .

-]
=]
[—
8

ww-a® Sw
D wa® wwl
Faoe® wek
s
et

Totel .| 741 600 |

3
g

480 51 16

" BEE REPORT. New supply to standplpes serving 250 oolliery houses,
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In addition to the foregoing, visits were made re other
sections of the work as follows : —

Prevention of Infectious Disease,

Infectious cases removed to Hospital ... 32
Visits of Investigation and to Smallpox
Contacts ... 634
Houses disinfected con 162
— B3O8
Visits to Common Lodging Houses 48
Visits to Cinema and Theatre T
Visits re Rat Infestation . 15
Visits re Scavenging:—
Re Complaints and Requests ... B5
To Tips, etc. e 116
— 180
Visits re Food Inspection :—
To Market, Provision Shops, and Ice
Creameries van -0k
Re Meat Inspection 14 slaughter houses
visited on average twice weekly
involved about ... 1400 visits.

Record of Nuisances abated and Improvements effected.

The following statement shows details of the work carried
out as a result of action by and under the supervision of this
Department.

WATER SUPPLY.

Defective pipes and fittings repaired P Ly
DRAINAGE.
Choked Drains Cleared .= 118
New Drains Constructed and Defective Drains
repaired ... 58
Total length ... 255 yds.
Inspection Chambers provided cer: OO
Additional Gullies provided i
Old Gullies Replaced T 1
Scullery Sinks provided AR
Waste Pipes Repaired and Trapped e o

Yard paving repaired or reconstructed g 18
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I have had brought forcibly to my notice during the year an
example of a weakness in the Order in that the remaining herd
from which a tubercular cow has been taken are not required to
undergo the l'uberculin test. should the Veterinary Officer think it
neces-ary to examine the whole herd, but undergo a clinical exam-
ination only,

In one such case in the district the herd was examined in
this way and no suspicious signs found except that a slightly
thriftless but largeboned cow was meationed as one that might need
an eve kept on it, but appeared all right and was milking all right.
No particular developments were noticed until this cow, after 8
months, reached the butcher when it was found on inspection to be
in a most shocking state of Tuberculosis—the more shocking to me
as my vwn children amongst others were having milk from this farm
and, had the [l'uberculin test bezn the methad of examination,
would have been saved from 8 months risk of infection.

The above mentioned weakness of the Diseases of Animals
( Cuberculosis) Order, also points out the necessity that the Local
Authority should secure a greater measure of public protection
against Tubercular milk by th : regular taking of samples for bacter-
iological test under the Milk and Dairies Act 1915, which the
Medical Officer of Health may cause to be done in order to report
suspected Tuberculosis to the County Medical Officer who can then
take steps to stop the supply.

Facilities for this are always available at the Medical College
Department of Armstrong College, Newcastle, at a charge of about
a guinea per sample, and for dirt contamination, at about 3/ .

This has not heretofore been carried out in the Borough.

In order to facilitate this means of protection—at least to
a very minimum extent—the County Medical Officer has arranged
for bacteriological testing to be done in the laboratory at his Depart-
ment of samples from each district in the County in turn free of
cost. This is for detection of Tuberculosis only at present.

Taking advantage of this arrangement [ took 4 samples in
November last from different farms in the district. These, on being
submitted, proved each to be negative as to preence of Tuberculosis,

(b) Meat.

The Public Health (Meat) Regulations 1924 have been
strictly administered throughout the year and have bezn complied
with exceedingly well on the whole by the butchers, whose co-oper-
ation has been of great assistance in making possible the large
amount of meat inspection that has been carried out,






























