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GENERAL REMARKS.

Notwithstanding the economic conditions resulting from
the lack of employment with the consequent lessening of the
of the family income, the Health of the Borough during the
past year has been exceptionally good. As will be seen from
the statistical talles the various rates compare most favour-
ably with the size of the towns amongst which we are classified.
Especially I would draw the atiention of your Council to the
great reduction of the | faniile Mortality Rate. In 1923 it
was 1063 per 1000 births while in 1924 it is 80°71. The
number of babies under 1 year dying last year being 72 as
against 92 in 1923,

This decrease is very gratifying, and in my opinion is
due in a great measure to the untiring efforts of the Health
Visitors, both at the Child Welfare Centre and in their house
to house visits in the Borough, to instil into the minds of the
mothers the best advice possible for the upbringing of their
children.

The increased attendance at the Welfare Centre is a
sure indication that the advice and instruction given there is
being appreciated by the mothers.  During the year, 314
mothers attended, making a total attendance of 1183, or
an average attendance per session of 24,

Slow but sure progress is being made with the conver-
serion of the privy type of sanitary convenience into that of
the water carriage system.

There has heen a marked increase in the number of
cases of Infectious Diseases notihed,

In 1924, 823 cases, in 1923, 482 cases.

This increase has been due principally to the fact that
your Council made Chicken Pox a notifiable disease, at the
same time Scarlet Fever cases show an increase.

Although Smallpox has been prevalent in practically
all the districts to the landward side of the Borough, only two
cases of the disease were reported—one in Bebside Ward and
the other in Plessey Ward. There was no connection between
the two cases. Prompt measures were taken to isolate the
patients, vaccinate and keep the contacts under superwsmn.
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The negotiations for the construction of a storage
reservoir at Bebside are still going on.

The need for an up-to-date Hospital for the treatment
of Infectious Diseases still exists,

APPENDIX.
I General Statistics.
Area (acres) 4509 acres
Population (1924) 33350
Number of inhabited houses (1921] 6846
Number of families or separate occupiers
(1921) approximately e 71346
Rateable Value £165716
Sum represented by a penny rate £606
2 Extracts from Vital Statistics of the year.
Total M I
: Legitimate ... 566 424 442 : s
Births {[llegitimate S 8 } Birth Rate 26:74,
Deaths Loa NAT Death Rate 14.
Number of women dying in, or in | from Sepsis 1
consequence of child birth , other causes ... 3
Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age per 1000 births
Legitimate ... 68 Illegitimate ... 4 Total 72.
Deaths from Measles (all ages) : 3
. Whooping Cough (all age.r.} 3
i Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) ... 7
BIRTHS,

During the year the total number of births registered
as belonging to the Borough was 892,

This is equivalent to a Birth Rate of 26:74 per 1000
population.

For 1923 the rate was 26'25 per 1000 population and
the total number of births 865 in number,
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3. NOTIFIABLE DISEASES DURING THE YEAR.

|
Total (Cases Total
| Cases admitted to| Deaths
Disease. | Notified| |!ospital

Small Pox 2 2 -
Scarlet Fever i64 | &b —
Diphtheria 26 | 4 |
Enteric Fever (incl. Para Typhoid) | 9 6 'i 1
Puerperal Fever I e 2 1
Pneumonia 180 —- a6
Erysipelas e ) B —
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 18 — —_
Encephalitis Lethargica 7 - 2
Malaria 2 1 —
Chicken Pox 296 — —
Total 722 | 4 61

It will be noted from the above table of what are
termed Infectious Diseases—Scarlet Fever and Chicken Pox
have been the most prevalent: Fortunately, in the former, the
disease was of a mild type, there being no fatalities.

Chicken Pox was made notifiable by your Council in
view of the similarity of the symptoms of the disease to those
of Smallpox, which has been so prevalent in various parts of
the country during the past year.

In regard to other Infectious Diseases :—

Small Pox—

Although we cannot show a clean bill of health as re-
gards this disease it is a matter of congratulation, that with
the disease present in practically all the districts round about
us, only 2 cases were reported for the year. The cases had no
connection with each other. Prompt measures were taken to
isolate the patients, all the contacts were vaccinated or advised
to be re-vaccinated. It is to be regretted that the general
public do not avail themselves of vaccination and re-vaccin-

ation, while not a guarantee of absolute immunity from the
disease, it nevertheless is of great protective value,
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Tuberculosis—Pulmonary—
Notifications were 64 in number, with 36 deaths.

1924. 19238, 1922,
Number of cases 64 77 61
i deaths 36 27 39
Case Mortality 56 246 639

Death Rate (per 1000 pop.) 17 8 12

There are also 36 notifications of Non-Pulmonary
Tuberculosis with 14 deaths.

1924, 1923.
Number of cases 37 20
., deaths 1 4 9
Case Mortality 37 Y 45 %
Death Rate (per 1000 population) 4 2

With the housing conditions improving it is to be

hoped that next year may show an improvement in our
tuberculosis mortality.

The following table gives the ages, etc. of all the cases
of Tuberculosis reported during the year.

Tuberculosis.
New Cases l Deaths
Age Periods | Pulmonary  |Non-Pulmon'ry) Pulmonary |Non-Pulmon'ry
M [ F !| T S Y R R e F
i — | —
0 = TS T
1 i 2 | 10 2 3 3 3 3
0 - iy o R N 2 1 1
10 [ 1 | 5 1 1 1
15 2 3 1 e g o 2 2
20 \ 3 | 7] | 1 ol 3 2
25 + s | 1 I 1 3 4 1
35 b4 4 1] ] 1
] 2 b l 2 2 1
Eﬁ 3 | e 3 1
b & upwards : 2 ! 1
Totals | 31 G Rl e R 16 7 7

All the cases notified are primary cases, and while one
has no reason to complain of the notifying of patients suffering
from this disease, in several incidences notice of the registration

of the death and the certificate notifying the disease was
receivd at the same time,
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Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

Cases
Notified Treated “Tiﬂiﬂ:lﬂ Vision, Total |5 0 the
|, unimp’ird 1mpml'ﬁf] Elmdnﬂﬂ-&lr
At home jat hosp't’] ~
18 18 — -- - — —

All the children made a good recovery, and there was no im-
pairment of vision in any of the cases.

ZYMOTIC DEATH RATE.

This term includes deaths from the following diseases : Small
Pox, Scarlet Fever, Enteric Fever, Diphtheria and Croup, Measles,
Whooping Cough, Diarrhoea and Enteritis (under 2 years),

As compared with 1923 the figures are :—

No. of Deaths,

Disease :— 1924, | 1923.
Small Pox —_ —
Scarlet Fever . 1
Enteric Fever 1 -
Diphtheria 1 2
Measles 3 21
Whooping Cough 3 7
Enteritis (Diarrhcea) 7 8

Totals ... 15 39

This is equal to a Death Rate of 4l per 1000 population as
against 1'1 per 1000 population in 1923,

Comparison of Birth, Death and Infantile Mortality
Rates for 1924-1923

1924 1923 |Incrse |Decr's

Birth Rate | 26474 | 26'52 49

Death Rate St 14 12-7 1-3

Zymotic Death Rate wa | I %A ‘69

Tubereulosis (pulmonary D.R.) 4 8 4
fother organs ILK.) ... g 02 ‘18

Infantile f'l'lnrt.ulit,jr Rate Lo B0 106-3 2559
(per 100C births)







PORT SANITARY HOSPITAL,
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1924,

|
Admitted. ‘ Diecharged. | Under Treatment 31st Dec.

Boarlet Fever 23 | Bearlet Fever 0 Searlet Fever 4

Monsles 1 Measles 1 |

Diphtharia 7 Diphtheria ¥

Erysipalas 1 Erysipelas 1

Malaria I | Malaria 1

Enteric Faver B Enteric Fever @ Enteric Fever 3

Total 19 42 | 7

Date of : - Date of
A dmiuaiﬂn.| Naue. | By whom sent Discase Discharge
Jan. 3 | Margaret Dryden C. of B. Bcarlst Feb.

» T | Ernest Graham i - "

e 8¢ John York o

B 8 | Katie Hogarth e o 2

o 12 | Peter Smith Port San  Auth Measles Jan

w21 | Ada Grabham (", of B. Bearlet Feh.
Feb. 19 | Wm. Henderson : Diphtheria Mar.

5 27 | Mary Feeles i Apr.
Mai. 14 | Adam Keen May

o 26 | James Catchpole Bcarlet i

w 28 | Gladys York i
dpril 15 | Walter Allen ¥

= 40 | Henry Dobson - July

o 30 | Isabella Blakey i May
May 2 | Samuel Milburn June

B 4 | Lena Hire i e

i B | Eate Storey EE

= 8 | Dorie Brewer e i

. 12 | Jessie Hebron Erysipelas May

w2 | Lily Gray Bearlet June
June 3 | John Heay ; i July

- 11 | Mary Reay . e "

2 11 | Sammel Haley : s i

g N | Nene Batoes Diphtheria s
July § | Nurman Charlton . : Searlet Aug.

. 12 | Ivy Wear ; it

i 15 | Catherine Morley : o

b 15 | Iremne Bates : %,

e # | Maiee Turner | i
Sept. 1 | Mary Bath : | Oct.

i 9 | Eleanor Duvics -
Cet. 11 | Isabella T e Nov.

= 13 | Elizab th ') i peon 5 "

A 17 | Elsie Vaughay Diphtheria =

i 15 | Sydney Dewley 0 nteric F

o 25 | Robert Dean e Dec.

i 25 | George Dean ik s

: 28 | Arthur Osbye Port Bunitary Malaria Nov,

o+ 4l | Margaret Dean C. of B. Enteric Jan.
Nuy 11 | Lily Healey o Diphtheria Dec.

b 24 | Lawrenee Halton Enteric & Pnem.

I 24 Linan Halton | s Jan
Dec. 3 | Ettie Blackburn Diphtheria Dec

2 6 | George Birch ‘earlet -

e 6 | Edward ( layton | %

o 24 | Ernest Graham | 2

i 24 | Robert Giraham { 4=

w81 | George Hogarth .

.1. 31 | Joreph Noomar

Isolation Hospital, Biyth,
$let Necember, 1924,

I am, Youra faithfully,

B. DINGWALL, Marrox,




Factory Point Hospital
REPORT FOR 1924,

Admitted. Discharged. Under Treatment 31st Dec.
i
Soarlet Fever ... 22 Bearlet Fever .. 17 Bearlet Fever ., ]
Diphtheria N Diphtheria 2
Total 24 r 19 5
Admission. Name. 'A.ge! Residence | Disease. |Result| Discharge
! I : 43
|
April & | Ella Barrass | 9 Blyth Bearlet Fever| (Good | May 10
i 8 | Elizabeth Reay B | New Delaval do do. = 14
»w 8| Geo. Brown 9 do. do. do. | .. 14
o 80 | R. Weightman 6 Blyth do. do. | June 9
May 7 | W. Ed. Bower | 16 do. Diphtheria | do. | ,, a0
s 13 | John Hale | 9| Cowpen Coll. |Scarlet Fever| do. | ,, 20
w22 | B.Hood 9 Elyth da. do. | 27
., 28 | Eathleen Jackson 16 Bebaide Diphtheria | Fatal| ,, 4
June 16 | Isobel Hepple 11 Blyth Bearlet Fever| Good | July 23
v 20 | Jessie Bass 13 do. da. do | ., 248
s 24 | Josephine Griffiths i do. do. do | o il
Sept. 16 | R. Ditchburn b Newsham do. do. | Oct. 25
Oct. 2 | H. Backhouse 13 | Isabella Coll | do do. | Nov. &
o 4 | J. B. Topham [ do. do. do. . 7
i & | J. Bmith 11 Blyth do o, i 7
«» 41 | Alice Thompson 8 do. | do do. | Dec. &
s 31 | Nazey Thompsen | 4 dao. | do. gt || B G
Nov. 4 | SBidney Graham 11 do | do do. o 17
s 18 | Winnie Porteous a do. ! da. do, L 24
s 29 | Ernest Wirling 16 | Well. Bchool | do, ,
Dec. 1 | Hugh Lovat 13 Blyth _ do, |
o 3 | T. Butherland 16 | Well. School | do. .
w4 | J. Butherland 1 | Cowpen Coll. do. .
+s 18 | L. Brown T Blyth do. |

J. WHITE, Matron.
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V.-MEDICAL RELIEF.

© © " Professional Nursing in the Home :(—

(a) General—The borough is well provided for in re-
gard to the home nursing of General and Maternity cases, by

1. The Blyth Nursing Association (4 nurses)

2. The Bebside s (1 nurse)
3. The Newsham and New Delaval
Nursing Association (1 nurse)

These Associations work under the jurisdiction of the
Northumberland County Nursing Association,

The record of the work done by them is as follows :—

Newsham

Blyth | Bebside| and New

Delaval.
Number of Maternity cases attended 353 52 110
5 Surgical A 127 69 117
i Medical b T4 46 34
Total Number of Visits made 9731 3480 | 3246

As the fees received from patients are quite inadequate
to meet the working expenses, the various Associations have
to depend to a great extent on voluntary and workmen'’s con-
tributions for their financial support, but owing to the economic
conditions existing in the Borough during the past twelve
months, the subscriptions have fallen short of previous years.

(b). No provision is made for the home nursing of
infectious diseases.

(c). There is one certificated midwifie practising in
the Borough.

(d). Hospitals.

For Infectious diseases, the facilities are as in former
years, viz. .—Factory Point and the Port Sanitary Hospitals,
with an interchangeable arrangements with the Bedlingtonshire

U.D. Council, which also holds good with regard to cases of
Small Pox.












HEALTH VISITORS' REPORT.
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To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.

Gentlemen,

In presenting our Annual Report for the year 1924, we
have to state that 861 Notifications of Births were received,

Viz. —
Males 435 ; Feinales 426.
Births not notified, but found out in the course of our visits
were 19 (males 9 females 10)
The number of Still-births were 29.
Number of Births registered 502
Number of Births notified 861
Number of Births not notified 31
Number of Infants visited first time 880
Re-visits 3550
Visits to children (1-5 years) 1434
Total number of visits made during the
year 5864
Table of statistics of visits made during the year :—
|
District. Under 1 year. 1-5 years.
Blyth .| 3508 1062
Bebside = 231 92
Cowpen 222 112
Cowpen Colliery 66 15
Isabella Colliery 39 32
New Delaval s -4 38
Newsham 101 40
South Newsham 79 43
Totals 4430 1434

L]

In 707 cases the Infants were found to be breast fed.

In 67 cases the Infants were part breast and part artificially fed,

In 58 cases the Infants were wholly artificially fed.
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Banitary Administration

In accordance with the general order of the Ministry
of Health yyur Inspector has endeavoured by systematic
inspection to keep himself informed in respect of any Nuisanze
existing within the Borough.

Adopted Acts in operation in the Borough,

1.—The Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890,

2.—The I'ublic Health Amendment Act, 1890. Parts 11, 111,
IV. and V.

3.—The Public Streets Works Act, 1892,
4.—The Public Libraries Acts, 1892-1901.

3.—The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907. [’arts
IL. and III. Section 52 to 60, both inclusive ; 62 to 6,

both inclusive ; and 63, composed in Parts [V, V., VI
and X.

Bye-Laws in force in the Borough,

1.—The cleansing of footways and pavements.

2—For the prevention of nuisances arising from snow, flth,
ashes and rubbish and for the prevention of the keeping
of animals on all premises, so as to be injurious to
Health. '

3.—Common Lodging Houses.
4.—Slaughter Houses.

5.— Public Bathing.

6.—The Pleasure Ground.

7.—Houses let in lodgings or occupied by members of more
than one family.

8.—The Regulation of Offensive Trades.
9,—New Streets and Buildings, 1924,

10.—Tents, Vans, Sheds and similar structures used for human
habitation allowed by L.G.B. on the 11th March, 1913.

11.—Street Trading, 1922,

12.—Pleasure Grounds, 1923.

13.—Omnibuses, 1923,

14.—Good Rule and Government, 1923,

15.—New Streets and Buildings, 1924,
16.—Whirlgigs, Swings and Shooting Ranges, 1924,
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Scavenging and Refuse Disposal.

This work, as in former years, has been carried out by
your own staff. The cleansing of the ashpits, pail closets and
ashbins has been performed at regular intervals. The general
ashpit scavenging has been done night shift, while the pail
closets and dry pans during the day time. The refuse is
deposited partly in tips and on agricultural land.

Privy Conversions and Sanitary Improvements,

The conversion of the privy ashpit type of sanitary
convenience to that of the water carriage syrtem has progressed
at a satisfactory rate. 113 conversions having been effected
during the past twelve months. Of that number 36 have
been carried out in the town area, 8 at Bebside Colliery, 49 at
New Delaval, and 20 at the I[sabella Colliery. This latter
marks the completion of the improvement scheme, in the con-
version of all the privies, the re-making of the roads, the
provision of separate yards with a sufflcient water supply to
each house at the village, and now the Isabella Colliery can
be looked upon as one of the most sanitary in the county.
At Bebside the work has progressed very slowly, the con-
ditions existing at the colliery accounting for the slow progress
made. At New Delaval the alterations to the houses, sani-
tary and otherwise, are progressing satisfactorily, and early in
1925 it is expected that all the improvements at the South
Row will be completed.

Infectious Diseases.

All cases of infectious diseases have been visited, and
the houses supplied with disinfectants. Hospital cases have
been removed under the personal supervision of the Sanitary
Inspector. Disinfection of the infected houses has been
carried out immediately after the patient’s removal to Hospital
or recovery after certification by the medical attendant.

Slaughter Houses.

There are 14 licensed slaughter houses in the Borough,
10 of which are owned by the Corporation, and 6 privately
owned. As the position of the latter is objectionable, owing
to their close proximity to dwelling houses, the advisability of
closing them should be considered by your Council, and
provision could be made for them either by an extension of
the present Council slaughter houses or the erection of a
pubi!ic abattoir, where they could all be housed under one
rooil.
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Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910.
For year ended December 31st, 1924,

(Tabular Statement as required by Article V.)

[ Inspector—Mr. J. Fawcett (deceased.) Total. Sub-Distsicts
M % i
1. Number of Dwelling Houses inspected 52
2. Number considered as * unfit for habitation ... 5
Complaints as to “ unfitness * by—
3 —(a) Householders ... Nil
4.—(b) Parish Councils Nil
ﬂU]miﬁg Orders—
5. —Number of representations to L.A Nil
6.—Number of Orders made Nil
7.—Number determined after repair Nil
Number of houses made fit for habitation —
8.—(a) After informal notices ... 45
9.—(b) After notice under fection 28 Nil |
10.—(e) After closing order made Nil '
11.—(d) By L.A. in default of owner Nil
— e 5 T — -— | e — e — —
Number of houses closed voluntarily— : '
12 — (n) After notice under Saction 28 Nil '
13.—(b) Without notice : Nil |
L T
Number of houses demolished — : |
14.— (a) Under demolition orders Nil l
15.—(b) Voluntarily by owners Nil ]
¥ e
(General character of defects— .
Defeceive Roofs, Spouts, Plaster, and Sash Cords |
Defactive Privy Ashpits.
Housing Act, 1880. : :
Number of * Representations " as to obstructive :
buildings Nil
Number of such building demolished Nil
RKepresentation as to unhealthy areas Nil
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Summary of Work Effected for Year 1924.

Inspector—Mr. Jouhn Fawcett, = z 'EF?. . 55;.:?: ﬁ
(deceased) T E a= | B =
=g | S8 | aE =
3 - = 1 - =
SANITARY CoNVENIENCES. ]
Privies abolished “ | I
Privies repaired | g
Privy Ashpits abolished | 113 | 113
Privy Ashpits roofed and repaired il 4
Pail Closets abolished
Water Closets provided | 113 113
# »  repaired :
Sanitary Bins provided 113 113
0 » renewed . .
DRAINAGE. l
New Drains constructed | 114 114
Drains repaired or reconstructed 3 3
Additional Gullies provided
Old Gullies replaced
Scullery Sinks provided .| :
s Waste-pipes repaired |
" t " trapped |
Yards repaired or re-constructed i f 6
Water SorpLy.
Sources closed or discontinued... ..... No. of Houses effected .................
7 No. of Houses effected ..............17

New Service provided ......ceeneennal7

Rivers PoLLuTiON :—
Casea detected ...........coe00emm0 Nl
[EF T LT et R
S.D. Works provided........senienieel

------ T T R T T T R R T R L L T ]
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