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The Cowsheds,—Dairies —Common Lodging Houses,— Bakehouses
and Slaughterhouses.

These have all during the year been regularly inspected
and the usual lime-washing etc. has been carried out at inter-
vals. As the accommodation at the slaughterhouses is limited
and barely sufficient for the needs of those using them,
your Council should consider the erection of a Public Abattoir.

Food and Drug Act.

No action was necessary during the year under this

Act,

Isolation Hospital.

I can only re-iterate what | have already referred to in
previous reports, the need of an up-to-date hospital for the
treatment of infectious diseases.

Roads and Streets.

The main thoroughfares within the Borough have all
been remade during the past year, while the majority of the
side streets have been repaired and are in a satisfactory
condition. Now that the streets have been so much improved,
it behoves the Council to see that they are kept in a clean
condition and free from refuse, in order to do so, it is necess-
ary that the cleansing staff should be sufficient in numbers, and
supplied with all the necessary equipment and modern
apparatus for the efficient cleansing of the streets, if the surfaces
are to be kept, as they should be, in a clean and sanitary
condition. '

Housing Accommodation.

[n common with other municipalities all over the
country, the question of the provision of more houses in the
Borough is of paramount importance to the Council. As,
notwithstanding the addition of 503 houses provided by the
completion of the Council's Housing Scheme, the shortage
of houses within the Borough is still very acute. From
statistics supplied by the estate agent, it will be noted, that
there are 802 applicants for houses still on your *‘ waiting
list.”  Of that number there are :—

(1) 659 families living in furnished rooms—sublet rooms,
and in with their parents.

(2) 143 householders.
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It is obvious, therefore, that overcrowding exists to a
areat extent, and from the existing sanitary conditions under
these circumstances, it is impossible for the people in the
houses to maintain a good standard of health.

Your Council is well aware of the fact, that there are
numbers of houses in the Borough in such a bad state of
repair and delapidation as to be unfit for habitation, but it is
useless, at present, for your officials to condemn these houses
and recommend their closure, owing to the lack of alternative
accommadation for their inhabitants,

This was evidenced by the fact, that during the year,
16 houses in Sproat Street, 9 in Davison Street, 19 in Bowes
Street and the ** Link " were.all reported to be in such a bad
state of repair and delapidation, as to be unfit for habitation,
but your Council took no further action on the question.

The Government arc evidently determined to solve the
House Shortage, and one would hope that as a result of the
enquiry set up by the Ministry of Health, a scheme for the
provision of more houses will be evolved.

The Colliery Districts.

At the Isabella Colljery, much progress has been
made with the remodelling of the yards for the dwelling-
houses, the conversion of the open privy ashpits into the water
carriage system, and the remaking of the streets in the village
When all these alterations are completed, the Isabella
Colliery will be one of the most up-to-date pit villages from a
sanitary point of view in the county, and the Cowpen Coal
Company are to be commended in their endeavour to provide
housing accommodation cuitable in every respect for the needs
of their employees.

At Bebside.

The reconstruction of the sanitary conveniences has
made very little progress during the year, only 6 conversions
having been affected, while little or n» attempt has been
made to improve the back streets in the village.

At New Delaval.

A commencement has been made there with the
Company's reconstruction scheme, but progress has been
slow,
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

The total number of cases of Infectious Diseases
notified during the year is much the same as in the previous
year, In 1923 the number was 482 (of which 161 were Scarlet
Fever) as against 451 (125 Scarlet Fever) in 1922,

It will be seen from the tables that of what are termed
Infectious Diseases—Scarlet Fever has been the most pre-
valent. It has existed in the area throughout the year. The
disease has been of a mild type and the very mildness of the
attack has in many instances deceived the parents in not
sending for medical advice at the early stage, with the result
that the patient has been allowed to go about and mix with
other children and so spread the infecticn: this, combined
with the house to house visitation so common in certain dis-
tricts of the Borough and a tendency not to strictly adhere to
the total quarantining of the patient. are in my opinion, the
main factors of the disease lingering so long in the area. 36
cases were admitted to hospital for treatment.  Of the total
number of cases of Infectious Diseases notified 172 patients
were of school age. They are as follows :(—

Admitted w Hespital.
Notified . or Institutions

Scarlet Fever 101 23
Diphtheria 14 2
Pneumonia 26
Chicken Pox 6
Enteric Fever 2 2
Erysipelas 4 i]
Tuberculosis (pul) 13 ]

(0-0) 6 2

| — 1 172 36

In regard to other Infectious Diseases :—
Diphtheria—

Has increased slightly. Notifications this year being 25
compared with 20 last year. Of these 8 were below 5 years
of age, 14 were of school age, and 3 were over 20 years of
age. There were 2 deaths from the disease. Antitoxin
Serum was supplied to all the medical practitioners on request,
4 cases were removed to Hospital,
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Non-Pulmonary.—There are also 20 notifications of non-
pulmonary tuberculosis with 9 deaths, equivalent to a dt"’l_[h
rate of 02 per 1000 population, and a case mortality of 45 /.

During the year, 24 cases of Tuberculosis were admitted
to Sanatorium for treatment, and 16 were discharged as cured.

Small Pox.—
Although we are still experiencing immunity from a

visitation by this disease, it is |erdlem in many parts of the
country and in adjacent areas,—it behoves us to be prepared
to deal with an epidemic should it occur.  The only absolute
protection is vaccination and re-vaccination and as a pre-
cautionary method the Tynemouth Guardians in October
offered free vaccination to the inhabitants of the borough
many of whom took advantage and availed themselves of
of the opportunity to be done,

I would point out to your Council. that there is no hospital
accommodation for the treatment of the disease within the
precinets of tho borough, the only accommodation available
being an II]tETChrll‘lgLJhIE arrangement the Bedlingtonshire
U.D. Council at their Hospital. In this respect, rmght I
suggest to your Council, as I;hF: facilities for the treatment of
Small Pox among neighbouring authorities is practically nil
and any who have hospital accommodation is inadequate and
out of date, the advisability of conferring with them as to the
provision of a hospital, in a central position, properly equipped,
for the treatment of the disease, the expense to be equally
borne by the different authorities.

NON-NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.
Measles— !

Measles was very prevalent all over the area in the latter
months of the year, in fact statistics show that the disease, ex-
isted all over the country. It being a non-notifiable disease, I
was unable to ascertain the number of cases, but that it was of
a rather severe type, is evidenced by the fact that with its

pneumbonic complications, the disease was responsible for 19
deaths,

Whooping Cough.—

A large number of children suffered from this disease
throughout the year, 7 children dying from it,
























Port Sanitary Hospital.
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Matron—Miss B. Dingwall.

Admitted. Discharged. Under treatment 31st Dec
Bearlet Fever .. 21 | Scarlet Fever we 18
Diphtheria «« 4 | Diphtheria S
Erysipelas . 1 [ Erysipelas L
Pnenmonia .. 3 | Pneumonia g
Enteric Fever v 2 | Enteric Fever 5
Enteric (7) lieuingll;m | Parotitis 1 Nil
Parotitis 1 | Malaria 4 :
Malaria 3 | Malaria [Endonnrdltm} 1
Malaria (¥) Endocarditis 1 | Pneumonia (fatal) .. 1
Enteric (Meningitis)
(fatal) ..
i 48
Date of | By whom s Date of
Admission. Namee. sent l| Hisgase, Discharge.
Feb. 3 | J. Davison ! | Corp. of B]yhh Diphtheria Feb 28
. 6| T Bonner do. Erysipelas L Ry
e 8 | C. Lillie I do. Scarlet Fever Mar. 22
1 17 | M. Routledge do. Diphtheria # 13
i 20 | J. Dufty | Pneumonia £ 13
= 21 | P. Petterson | RBP3A. | Diphtheria " 2
Mar. 6 | E. Graham | Corp. of Blyth Enteric Fever April 21
o 7 | M. Routledge | do. Scarlet Fever B 7
= 21 | G. Bhort | do Pnenmonia T
April 14 | N. Hoglond R.B.P.S.A Malaria o
May 11 | J, Rostrick do. Parotitis June 5
g 24 | C. Nicholson Corp. of Blyth Scarlet Fever July 3
June 4 | E. Gates do. | Enteric Fever " 3
» 15 | H. Haggerty | do. scarlet Fever w2l
»w 15| A Haggerty do. do. w 21
» 18 | N, Lindrup | R.B.P.S.A. | Malaria s ekl
July 3 | E. Eniapsee - do. do. T
. 16 | 8. Cole |{.‘-urp of Blyth| Scarlet Fever Aug. 26
w16 | C. Cole , do. do. . 25
» 20 | E. Smith do. do. TR
- 20 | H. Bmith do. da. 25
Aug. 1| 5. Kancoo R.B.P.8.A. | Malaria() l,ndﬂmrd]hn‘ Eﬂpt. 13
i 1 | M. Charlton Corp of Blyth| Scarlet Fever i 6
Zs 11 | A. Straughan do. Enteric (7) Meningitis | Aug. 19
= 17 | K. Weatherburn do. Scarlet Fever Hept. 23
Sept. 28 | E. Bulford do. Diphtheria Oot. 13
Oct. 15 | J. Forsyth do. Scarlet Fever Nov. 24
- 18 | M. Perry do. Pneumenia Oct. 34
= 16 | T. Dawsen do. Scarlet Fever Nov. 24
»w 17 [ J. Dawson do. do. T
2 19 | A. Dawson dao, do. in 24
S 26 | E. MeKeay do. do. B 29
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(d). Hospitals,

For Infectious diseases, the facilities are similar to former
years, viz, :—

The Factory Point and the Port Sanitary Hospitals, in
which there are accommodation for 30 patients, but as the ten-
ancy of the former is only yearly, your Council should consider
the advisability of building a new up-to-date hospital for infect-
ious diseases on a permanent site. In addition to these, your
Council has an interchangeable arrangement with the Bedling-
tonshire U.D. Council, which also holds good with regard to
cases of Small Pox, and in this respect, I would suggest to
your Council the advisability of holding a conference with
neighbouring Councils, with a view to consider the erection
of a Small Pox Hospital in a central position which would be
beneficial to all concerned.

(e). Tuberculosis.

Your Council has no hospital accommodation for patients
suffering from this discase. Cases are sent to Woolley and Stannington
Sanatorias ( Northumbeiland County Council).

A Tuberculosis Dispensary is held weekly at Blyth.

(f) No Hospital accommodation is provided in your area for Matern-
ity cases, but the Knight Memorial Hospital (which is kept up by
voluntary subscriptions) is open for the admission of surgical and
medical cases,

(g) No Institutional provision is made for unmarried mothers,
illegitimate infants or homeless children in the district,

(h) Ambulance facilities :—For non-infectious diseases and ac-
cidents, your Council have provided a Motor Ambulance while the
Coal Companies have a similar arrangement for their employees. For
Infectious Diseases, the Port Sanitary Authority's Ambulance is
utilised by your Council when necessary,
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VL. LABORATORY WORK.

The bacteriological examination of specimens in aid of the
diagnosis of disease is carried out by arrangement with the
Northumberland County Council, at the College of Medieine,
Newcastle-on-Tvyne, and the following table shows to what extent this
arrangement has been utilised.

Antitoxin Serum is supplied to practitioners on request 54
Bulbs of 2000 units each, or 108,000 units in all, were issued during
the year.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS & RESULTS

FOR 1923.

County Tuber, 24 41 | 65

Other Medical
Practitioners. 4 |8 17 sl 17 1| 4

No. of Cases

D'iphllwri:a Tubercle | Entenic I

Sent in by | Pos|Neg. Tutal | Pos. Neg| Total | Pos Neg

Dir. Moore, .

Ofhicer.

i A L

| Total Specimens|

Totals |9 |8 | 17 |29 53| 82 | 1| 4

notified. | 24 93

EVEr. | examined.
Total | Pos. Neg | Total
e |
e, 4|
|24 | 41| o5
| i
5 ;15 24 | a9
5 |39 65 | 104
2 ‘

- |

1 23 18

ADOPTED ACIS IN OPERATION IN THE BOROUGH.

The Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 1880.

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890. Parts ii, iii, iv, and v,

The Private Streets Works Aci, 1892,
The I'ublic Libraries Acts, 1882 - 1901.

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907. Parts ii and iii. Sections B2 to
60 both inclusive, 62 to 86 both inclusive, and 68 comprised in Parts iv, v,

vi, and x.

BYE LAWS IN FORCE IN THE BOROUGH.

The Cleansing of footways and pavements. 4

For the prevention of nuisances arising from snow, [lth,
ashes and rubbish, and for the prevention of the keeping
of animals on any premises so as to injurious to health,
Common Lodging Houses

Slavghter Hounses.

Public Bathing.
The Pleasure Groond.

IHouses let in lodgings or occupied by members of more
than ene family.

The Regulation of Offensive Trades.

New Streets and Buildings, 1924,

As allowed by the Loeal
Government Board on
the 15th day of Feb.

1909,

Tents, Vans, Sheds and similar structures used for human habitation—allowed by

the L.G.B. on the 11th Murch, 1913.
Street Trading, 1922.

Pleasure Grounds, 1923

Omnibuses, 1923,

Good Rule and Government, 1933.
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MAYORESS'S CHRISTMAS TREAT FUND.

During the Christmas holidays, 975 children and 390 adulis were
entertained to a sumptuous dinner provided by the above fund, under
the supervision of the Mayoress (Mrs. Askwith)and a committee of the
Councillors’ wives. Morpeth Road, Crofton and Princess Louise Road
Schools were utilized for the occasion. Additional to the dinner, each
child was given a sixpence and a plentiful supply of fruit and sweets,
the children from the outlying districts were conveyed free of charge
to the schools, through the generosity of the United Bus Co. In
addition, 300 1bs. of meat. 377 5/- parcels of provisions were distributed
to the poorer people in the Borough. The meat and 65 of the parcels
being generously given to the Fund by the local tradesmen.  During
the course of the afternoon, the Mayor and Mayoress (Ald. and Mrs.
Askwith) visited the various schools and in the course of a few happy
remarks expressed the wish, that in the coming year there would be a
great revival of trade in the town and employment for every one.

That the treat was greatly appreciated by the participants, young
and old, was evidenced by the hearty and cheery spirit that prevailed
amongst those assembled.

REQUIREMENTS OF THE BOROUGH.
(1). The provision of more houses.
(2). A more rapid installation of the Water Carriage System.

(3). The selection of a site, &c. for the erection of a Hospital for
Infectious Diseases.

(4). Sanitary and Road Improvements in the Colliery districts.
(5). Improved method of disposal of the Town’'s Refuse,

In concluding my report, I wish to tender my best thanks to you,
Sir, as Chairman, and Members of the Health Committee, and all the
Officials for the valuable assistance and co-operation given me in the

many matters appertaining to the Health of the Borough during the
past year.

I am, Gentlemen, .
Your obedient Servant,
JAMES M. MacLACHLAN, M.B,,
Medical Officer of Health,
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Table IIl.—Deaths registered during tfie Calendar
Year 1923 in

BLYTH BOROUGH.

(CIVILIANS ONLY).

CAUSES OF DEATH. Males. | Females
All Causes ... . | 214 206
Enteric Fever ... .
Small Pox
Measles S 13
S‘r’.:arlet Fevér - !r
Whooping Cough o & &
Di lelﬂl'?crﬁl " ) [ | 1
Influenza sl 3 3
Euveephaliis Le h.;rglcn o | ses
Meningococcal Meningitis
Tuberculosis of respiratory system 14 2l
Other Tuberculosis Diseases 4 f
Cancer, malignant disease ... - 18
Rheumatic Fever . | - B 3
Diabetis 1 2
Cerebral hmmm:hag{ &c. 8 7
Hear: discase .. 16 16
Arterio-selerosis ... i 5 3
Bronchitis 13 9
Pneumonia (all forms) 24 21
Other respiratory diseases 4 3
Ulcer of Stemach or du swlenum 2 -
Diarrhcea, &e. (under 2 years) 3 3
Appendiciuis and Typhlitis ... o 1
Cirrhosis of Liver o 1
Acute and chronic nephritis ... a 6
Puerperal sepsis ... o
ther accidents and diseases of pregn E'I!I-:'r
E and parturition sen 1
ongenital Debility and malformation....
dp(ﬂhi.lure birth sa] s 18 22
Suici o 1 1
Other Deaths from violence ... | 20 4
Other defined diseases ‘s | 43 34
Causes ill-defined or unknown 2
Sp-ec: |Cau5e- {m:tuded above) Poliomyelitis| ...
Polioencephalitis “an o s
Deaths of infinls under 1 year ...| 46 41
[llegitimaie o | +
Total Births .. .| 421 444
Legitimate | 412 421
Illegitimate SR 1L 23
P'opulation j 34,960




38

Borough of Blyth.

Sanitary Inspector’s Annaal Report.

To Alderman Neale (Chairman) and Members of the Health
Committee,

Gentlemen,

I beg to submit to you my Annual Report for the year ending
December 31st, 1923,

The cleansing of the ashpits, pail closets and ashbins has been
performed at regular intervals. Ashpits have had attention at 14
days’ intervals. Pail closets and ashbins twice weekly. The
general ashpit scavenging has been done night shift ; pail closets and
dry pans during ‘the daytime. 18 horses and carts and one 1-ton
motor waggon are regularly engaged upon the work. The total
quantity of refuse collected aggregates 31,625 loads. This is 1136
more than the previous twelve months.

The refuse has been disposed of as follows—Quarry, 8844
loads; Blyth Brickyard, 3937 loads ; agricultural land, 15857 loads ;
Albion Brickyard, 993 loads, Bebside Furnace Banks, 823 lnads;
other tips, 1171 loads. ﬁppmxmmtely one half of the refuse has
been tipped on agricultural land.

Dairies and Cow Sheds.

There are 19 registered cowkeepers in the Borough, the total
number of cows kept being 128. Approximately 700 gallons of milk
is imported daily and distributed by milk purveyors.

Infections Diseases.

All cases of infectious diseases have had disinfectants supplied,
and each house has been visited. Hospital cases have been removed
under my personal care.  Disinfection of the infected houses has
been carried out immediately after rumma] to hospital or the recovery

of jhe patient.
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Slaughter Houses.

There are 16 licensed slaughter houses in the Borough, 10 of
which are owned by the Corporation, 4 of which are let on a joint
tenancy. The scavenging is carried out by the Corporation cleansing
staff. The refuse is removed twice weekly.

Privy Conversions and Sanitary Improvements.

There has been a gratifying inerease in the number of privy
conversions during the past twelve months, the total number of
privies abolished and water closets substituted being 169. 86 of
these have have been carried out in the town arca, 7 at Bebside
Colliery, and 76 at Cowpen Isabella Colliery. The improvements
which the Cowpen Coal Company are carrying out at Isabella Colliery
are of a very comprehensive nature. Separate paved yards, drains,
water supply and water closets have been provided at the Fast and
Middle Rows—7t6 honses ; separate vards, drains and water supplying
at the New Row, which comprises 41 houses, have also been carried
out. New roads and tar mac have been laid throughout the village.
The conversion of the privies and re-making the roads, &ec., at the
West Row is now in progress. When the whole of the works are
carried out Isabella Colliery will be looked upon as being the most
sanitary colliery village in the county.

Common Lodging Houses. -

: I have wvisited and inspected the four registered Common
Jodging Houses in the Borough at regular intervals. Théy have
been kept in a satisfactory state of order and cleanliness. The health
of the lodgers has been good through the year.

-

. ' Housing.

The demand for suitable working class dwelling houses
remains as acute as it was last vear. The final 220 houses on the
. Housing Scheme has been completed. 8 new houses have been
erected by private enterprise.

The Cowpen Coal Company have remodelled the yards, sani-
tary conveniences and streets at the Cowpen Isabella Colliery.

The Seaton Delaval Coal Company have ecmmenced with the
remodelling of their houses at New Delaval. A start has been made
at the South Row, which ecomprises 71 houses. Each house is to
have a new back kitchen and food store added, new water closet and
coal house. New drains, back street, and separate water supply to
each house form part of the improvement scheme. The general
necessary repairs are receiving attention as the work proceeds.
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