[Report 1947] / Medical Officer of Health, Blofield & Flegg R.D.C.

Contributors

Blofield and Flegg (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1947

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/f6758wb4

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







¢ouncil o0ffices,
ACLE.
Jlu-lzlr’ 1943!

To the ':-1]”' iTman
sl Memberz of the Blofield and Fleg:
Rural Tistzict Jouncil

Mr., Chairraa,
ILacdias and Gentlemern,

& hove the honour to present our jnnual Report
fox thte yeer nineteen hundred pnd forty—seven.

Attection is drawn to the seasonzl movement of
the popuolaticon especially during the sunmmer months, Feople
are attractcd to the Coastal Area, the Rivers and the Broads,

Thlc movement of peopile is a facbor of conslderabls
importan-: when consicdering the vital statistics contained
in this _JFDTt 2orpong of o1l ages and from &ll walks of
life gather togetihcr to enjoy the amenitics of the district.
Thic influx of vieitors cresbes problems of & seasonal
chpzacter sind odd to the zieke of the epnread of infectious
digeaseo.

The prol .ome of the Lioliday bungalow are agaln
emphasieed, Detaily ore given in the section on housing
which emgiinclos the need for adeqrate contrgl of dwellings
let as fwaniched cccommodation on weckly terma.

The @listrict remains chiefly agricultural in
characicx, Nevertheliess, this only places greater 1mpurtﬂnce
on th efforts o the Rural District Qovncil to provide
mains watcl cupnly in all parishes of the digtrict :ud
sewercac echiemas o sevaen of the larger villagee at present
without szwors,

e provision of mairz water as provided for in
PToposals a_*cmﬁy g Laisted to the iirnisizy of Herlth would
materialiy aseist in improwving the etandard of heglth and

wellbelnz of %the community,

Gereldl Lo:aiacratlnn of the facts and figures
contained an thils repory show that the health of the district
has been maintgliied on a lovel comparable with other years.

BIATICVIOE AWD SO0IAL CCITITICHS OF THE ARAA.
BEBE X5 BCERRY  ses sws  ews  wes aws ews  (8sfTd
Population (catimated resident) ... «.¢ «os 29,410
MRPST 6 PTeMliE@B.ee -ux sin  =aa  sas sss 10,854
Rateable value (13%4 Jotobor, 1947). se¢ «..8123,361
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EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTIOS.
Bt WL ———

BIRTHS D DEATHS.

Total. Male. Female,
Live birthsg:—

Legitimate 522 264 258
Illegitimate 31 13 18
Totals BE3 277 276

Birth rote per 1000 of the estimated population;18,80
gtillbirthe:— 10 A 6
Rate per 1000 total (live and still) birthse:; 18,08

Deathea:— 365 193 172
Death rate per 1000 of the estimated population:l2.41
Deaths from puerperal causges:—
Puerperal sepesis Nil.

Other maternal causes 1

Deaiths of infante under 1 year of age:—

Legitimate 16 T 9
Illegitimate g L et
Totals 18 .19, £2)
Deaths from Qancer ( all agee 48
Deaths from Mensles (all ages i1,

Deathe from [Cisrrhoea [under 2 years of age) 3
Deaths from Uhcoping gough ( all ages)

The births in 1947 were 277 Males and 276 Females, a total
of 553, againat o total of 572 births in the year 1946, making
a decrease of 19 birtha,

The birthrate ir 1947 was 18,80 =z against 19.81 in the

;g&g 1946, The birthrate for England and wales for 1947 wae

The deaths during the year were more in number and the
deathrate was 12,41 s compared with 10,15 for the year 1946

;:% 12,0 dezsthrate per thousand of population for England and
es.

The Infant Mortality rate still remains comparatively low
and with a total of 18 deaths of children under one year of age
shows a decrease of one on last yearis figure.






Phe following table gives the causes of death in 1947:-
(Figuree given by Registrar—General.)

Qauzes of deatlh Male Female Total

Bearlet Fever =

Whooping Jough

Diphitheria

Tuberculosis of the
Hespiratory systen

0ther forms of Tuberculoesis

Byphilitic diseases

Influenza

Measgles

Acute in¥: enceph:

Cancer of buc: cav: &
ocesopli; (M) uterus (F)

Cancer of atomach &
duodenum

Qancer of 3reast

Cancer of all other sites

Diabetes

Intra—-cranial vascular
legions

Heart disenses

Other diseases of circ:
ayatem

‘Bronchiitic

Fneumondn

pther resp: dis:

Ulcer of stomach or

. ducdanun

Dlarrhoea under 2 years

‘Other digestive discases

Nephritis

‘Other maternal causes

iPremature birth

Oon; mal; birth inj:

| 1nfant dis:s

‘Buicide

:Road traffic accidents

‘Other violent causes

[ALY: other causes
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gontinue the immunisstion of children under fifteen veazyaof
G

These efforts have inecluded arrangement of sessions at
the various schools and injections given by private doctors both
at the surgery and in the home of the child.

It ie estimated that 74.83% of school-children and 34.39%
of children under five have been immunised.

Recognition should be given to the fael that no cases of
Diphtheria were notified during: the year, and in this and the
Lagt year together, the notifications total only four.

During the yenr 1947, there were 245 childron ond 3 persons
over school nge fully irmunised by private doctors and 119
children fully immunised -t zessione held at schools.

Firet injections during the yerr were given to 56 children
and 1 perzon over school age, whilst the second injection would
be undertaken during 1248. In addition, 71 c¢hildren and
1 person over school age were re-incculoted during the yenr.

POLIOMYFLITIS.

It will he noticed that referense has bosn made to four
gasse of Poliomyelitis which were notified during the yezre.
It is intcresting to ~nnlyce the living conditionz of thesc
four cnses which are taken in their order of notifiention.

(1) & non-eiviliin male, notified in Jonuary and alrendy
an immate of n hospitsl within the distriet.

(2) A baby girl of five months whe wne the youngest of a
family living in = zemi-detrched Swedish type Council housc.
Hot and celd water, woler carriags syeteam of drrinnge rnd meins
water. Prioxy ftoc removel to hospitnl hed clsse contact with
children ¢f sche-l n;¢, being her brotherz ~nd sisters.

(3) A young mar¢ied woman regiding with perents in terrace
type Council house. Ne ehildyen in the house. Weins wotor
and p=il el-set type of sanitaticn. The pntient presented
herself to doector's surgery during surgery hours nnd wne lnter
removad tc hespitel.

(4) in expectmnt mother whe was nursed ~t home p& n result
3f specinlist's ndvice.

These brief faeots are given to show that ench ense was

igglated with nc known contact with any ¢f the cther crnses, and
no aecond cases coccurrad.
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SANITARY OIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AHEA.

WATER SUPPLIES.

0f the thirty-three parighes comprising the Rural
Dietrict, eight parishes have a maine supply available and
two parishes have part of the parish supplied with mains waber.

There have been no complaints of shortage of water,
The quality of the water 1s uncertain due to absence of sewerage
gchemes in 21l but two of the parishes. During the year
eleven water cemples were reported on as unfit,

During the latter part of the year, the quallty of the
Brundall water supply deteriorated. We are infermed by the
Water Engineer that chlorination of 2ll the supply from the
Brundall bore ies now undertaken. This resulted in potisfactory
results from bacter?! »>logical examinations and chemicol analyees,
Previously no ftrestnment was undertaken,

it is a matter for regret that no progress is being
made concerning the Ccuncille major water schemes,

This meanz that approximately seven thouscnd premlees
in the dlgtrict ove without a mains water supply in or on the
premiges concerned and lucluded in this number is ap roximately
five huadrsd premizes whose inhabitants go to a shandpipe,

DRATIHAGE AND SEVLRAGS

During the year under review, io advance is spparent
in the Councille efiforts to provide ecwerage scheacs for six
of the larger parishes mentioned in the report for 1946,

With the provision of malns water and scwarage 1t is
congldered that th-=e larger villages will develon tvowards
being self-containsd comminities, Qpportunities will 2e
avallable for the expansion of sultable trades thus providing
enployment for local residents.

Thus, any schemes of sewarage should include a good
margin of capacity for future development,

HOUSING

The years oi “nactivity in repeir end renewal of nouses
is evident in the preseat housing situation.

NWot only are pany new Lousee needed but alpgo many of the
existling dwellinge are urgently in need of modernising.

The policy of providing sites with small numbers of
houses having 211 the wmodern conveniencee is wortlyof every
support. Levertlielsss, it does make the inhabitants of the
older type of house less liable to put up with the lick of

anenities. Thir is very obwious when houses of both types
occupy onc site,

As an example, ten houses have becn. provided with
water carriage syshtcr of drainage and o constant supply of water,

The water was obtained from an exi eting well in use by
elghteen old type Councill houses, The well was covered over,
Ten new house® hove water inside, The inhabitants of elghteen

:%ghzifgﬂ?““EEE have to get their supplies of water from one
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We suggest that great care is uceded 1n the aihng
of the new houses for reasons of maintaining as much of the wage
packet for food as is possible. High rents, coupled El?h
travelling expenses, mean less money available for nutrition.

pue to the importance we attach %o the pretlens
created by the holiday oungalow, cur Temarks of last year are
repeated,

Mong the coust and rivers are hundreds oi Temporary
dwellings of the week-end typs,

pue to the bousing situaition generally, theee teyparary
dwellinge are being usel eithem ae perranent houvses all the yeer
Tound or as weeklv rurrisghed lets in the zummer months,

Absence of rropsr zoods and vath eprroaches, ahsence of
water supply and Jrminege and pail closet sanitabion  capled with
absence of control on ihe aciber of parsons occupying these
tungalows on weekly leis present: problems which do noi oppefl to
be covered by xreseny lagislation.

There 1s a toal nsed for new logislation %o give adequate
control to the dwellinge let as furniched socommodaticn on weekly
terns,

The Oouncil are ta be congratulated on their eliorts
ton provide as many new houses in the distzich z2g Jocsihle,

From Hime %o time cur ebtention s drgvn o exemples of
how three bedroomed houses have guor a period of years Loused a
large family. one by oue the younzer members havs bzcome of
age and found other accommodzticn Tor a waricty of good reasons,
In due courpe the parents are usiag o lurgc house, which is
malntained with effort, especisl'v in cleusning and peoliehing,
nggd for ptype of llouss

¢ and ern old peopiels

Sungalow,

Accommodetion with twe bedroomns, nofdern convenliencae
and ohe good rToom cculd attiazet elderly ccuples out cf large
1“-01.1333, thues providing fof fontliczs with a lazge nunmber of
children,

ghould such accommodation be considered, I3 ‘e
loportant to nove thal elda=rly psopic ave loathe %o ie ve their
exligting surroundings ana cireclie of friends, Thersfcre, such
intermediagte accommedasion should Le sljcicing or on existing
bousing sites.

FUBLIC OLEANSING.

placed orderz

During the year the gouncil have
2lognesing schaice,

for two new weliicles for uso with the

The extensions of thei: pregent =chemee will help
eliminate possible sources of danpger %o weblic health,
Particularly where dapogits take plase near sghallow wells,

Wa suppoers the afforite oif the senior ganitary
Insgpector in extending these collechtion schemes and particularly
refer to his detalled report prescated in January, 1948. This
Was prepared in Decembszsr, 1547, and contzins reconmend-ulions
for extension of collections to collect from all the pcTishen
in the area.
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HAT IyFESTATION.

Two rat—catchers have been employed throughout
the year. There were 545 premises visited with the Dbodies
of 449 rats recoveored,

The methods of the Mlnistry of Food Lave Deen
adopted, thus it is considered that many more rate have been
poisoned even though the bodies have not been recovered,

The administration of the sclieme to destroy rats
will be simplified when one authority ie responsible for the
destruction cn all premises. The Council are responsible
for the adminlsiration on all non-agricultural premises.

FOOD SUPPLIES.

gupervision of food depots, shops and premises
where food is prepercd for sale has continued,

Thege visgits and examinations of particular foods
have Tesulted in a variety of feoodstuffs being condenned due %o
disease or otherwise being uarholesonme,

The duties connacted with ihe proteetion of the
public food supply are of the greatest importance, and it is
satisfactory to botlh the Council and their officers that the
protection of the health of the population of the District has
been maintained by the aofforts of those offlcers engaged in
thie valuable public service,

Attention is droawn to the szle of ice—cream with
particular reference to the 1tinerant vendor, aAs this is a
rural area with attractions for holiday-makera, it ic obvious
that these travelling saleemen can take every advantage of the
fact that the eale of ice-cream from a vehicle is permissable
wlthout registration of the vehicle with the loocal authority.

Thlas means that the gfficers concerned with tle
inspection and gupervigion of the food supplies Lave a very
difficult task to kesp a check on the quality and cleanliness
of ice-cream sold from vehicles. The area of the district
2o¥Ver's approxlimately one hundred and twenty siuare wilee
and gpuch vehicles can come and go as it euits the pleasure of
the =salesman.

A6 lce-cream is an attractlon for childran of all
Egﬂsﬂ we conslder that tlhere is a need for increased control
of the vendor who sells from a vehdcle of any kind.












