[Report 1947] / Medical Officer of Health, Blandford R.D.C.

Contributors

Blandford Forum (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1947

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/cfhfpzcp

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

Tl‘ BLANDFORD RURAL DISTRIOT, iGHARY
ort of the liedical Officer of Health for the Year 1947, .

The Minister of Health has directed that the Report for 1947 shall
again be sbbreviated snd confined to information concerning essential
and exceptional matterse, . Statistics are to be preserved but not
ineluded in the Report., The Liinister desires it to include remarks on
the progress of diphtheria immunisation, poliomyelitis, and certain
particulars regarding the water supply. .

General Health S8tatistics. .
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These indicate thet the heglth of the pupulationﬁﬁuntinucd oft. the
whole good during the yecar, The widespread epidemic of poliomyelitiis
which affected the whole Country during the lstter half of the year
caused elx cases in this District, but no deaths. . Eoi :

These is a gonersl impression that stomach snd bowel digorders,
causing short but inconvenicnt illnesses, were unduly prevalent. The
only statistical indiecation of this 1ls the faet that 21 notifications oI
dysentery were received, On the other hand there were no notifications
of' food poisoning or of any of the enteric fevers, and only one death
from infantile diarrhoeca. Some of these gastric disorders were no doubt
duie to the mild dyscntery infections but by no means all, liedical
practitionsrs have been asked to report all such cases, whether or not a
notifigble disease is diagnosed, and to take cvery opportunity of getting
cavly specimens from the patients for leboratory investigation.

The Birth Rate for 1947 was even higher than the high figure
rocorded in 1946, viz, 24,5 per thousand of population as comparcd with
22,8 in 1946 and e Wational Birth rotec of 20,5 for 1947, .

The Death Bate was 12,8, Tho figure for 1946 was 10,6 snd the
Kational Death Ratec for 1947 was 12,0, .

Immnigation against diphtheria. .

It is estimated that at the end of 1947 50,4 < of the child
population aged O to 5 were immnised amd 79,3 & of those aged 5 to 15, .
Theee figurcs are somewhat lower than those estimated at the end of 1946,
It is now B ycars since immnisation was started and its effect has been
to reduce the incidence of diphtheria almost to vanishing point, The
last notificntion reccived in this Distriet was one casc in 1945,
Unfortunately as the disease becomce rarer parcnts are spt to be less
heedful of the advantages of immanisation, .

Water Supplies. .

o greatcr part of the Distriet is still dependent on weolls., Moss
of these being in the chalk formation give a tolerpbly pure supply., If
deep enough they yield plenty of water, but in some places they are oo
shallow and a serious shortage of water occurs in seasons of drought. .

The number of Parishes provided with piped supplies,most of them
only partly, is now 14, one more than last ycar, The village of Stour-
paine received a nnw.supply; Its source ie tcmporary pending the develop-
ment of this Council's larger plans, It has proved a boon to a village
which was formerly very inadequately supplied by wells, .

%E&Paris?egiremain without piped supplies. .

population with piped water available is 4 t
total population of 7536, ? . . o el
o aggeggnnseaggw 8 Beggfgta pipe% supplies in the Distriect, Five of
: e menag ¥ private estates and o
ancthagﬁunsatiafantarya ; il : a are for one reason or
samples of water were taken during the year for bacteriological
eXamination, Three of them gave unsatisfact o ¥
i Hhicghgﬂrairemoﬂieﬂf \ &} actory resulte for temporary

Where re 15 a piped supply standpipes are the usual provision, .
Until sewerage is avallable it is highlrﬁgnadvisdble to 1ncré§se the 3
gggggzegf houses with internal supplies, Already 429 houses have interngl

Sewer
The Gouncil's new housing estatcs, now four in occupation, ha
small temporary sewage disposal plants p s
village sewerage ,nﬂﬁa, .EP Plants pending the construction of larger
L,B,3COTT.  M.D., D.F.H,.

Medicgl Officer of Health, .,






