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’; SRARY
: BLANDFORD RURAL DIBTRICT,

o

Medical gﬂigu’ s _Annual Report for the year 1944,

S

LB s The Minister of Health has directed that the report for
1944 ghall again be abbreviated and confined to essential matters and
exceptional measures, He desires it to inelude information on the steps
taken to combat infestation and on the state of water supplies.
Statistice are to be preserved but not ineluded in this interim report,

The health of the population remained good. The only
disease which was notified in execeptional number was dysentery of the
Sonne type, mostly of a very mild character. It is doubtful whether
this disease mctually increased in prevalence or whether the greater
nunber of notifications was due to improved methods of dlapgnosis,

i arain diphtheria proceeds satisfactorily.
On De¢ 31,1944 mated that 80% o e child population aged
b to 16 were immmised and 56, 37 of those aged under 5, The former
figure 1s lower than El‘ﬂlﬂﬂl estimates and the latter higher. No case
of diphtheria was notified during the year,

estation Of the verminous conditions scabies was still
WH: gls eapitie was not a serious problem ¢
1 Thie Council has been fortunate in having its old Isolation
i Hosplital to act as a cleansing station, in addition to the iinor
? ﬁ.ﬂl Clinic established at the First Aid Post in Blandford. Both
hospital and the First Ald Post will be closed down soon after the
end of 1944, Arrangements have been made by the County Council to carry
on the Clinic in another form for the time but the hospital will be a
serious loes, e Districts have been worse off in this
- than Bl ord and in my opinion a central cleansing station,
N BOme atient accommodation, is urgently required to sarve the
of Districts at this end of the County which at present have no
meana of ying the power givem them by those sections of the
] Health Act 1936 which deal with verminous conditions, and by the
Scables Order 1941,

The greater part of the Distriect is
M on o thir Eh%k rnr%timin these give a
asona pure usa sufficient supply,. dry seasons hovever
~ the ghallower welle fall. There was a serious shortage of water in
~ some villages during part of 1944,

13 Parishes are provided, most of them only partly, with
~ piped supplies, 18 Parishes are not so provided, i

135 There are 6 piped supplies in the Distriet, owmned and

with mm@tm by private estates or eniz2g, 4 of the
e are and not very efficient, Standpipes are the unsual
_ m and 021]:: :mﬁ:loﬂtr of the working class houses have water

i 2l samples were taken for bacteriological examination fro:
ﬁp various supplies. 9 of these were of the waw water, 3 'beigg b i
! . as nq!::g:u;n f;’d the ﬂ”ﬂﬁ‘mﬁ;ﬂ"ﬁ““rﬂl 12 samples were
water sapp er r
vl | - satisfactory results. . i i i on camd

i ta 4 samples were chemically snalysed and gave satisfactory

' bt The Couneil is plann an extensive publie water v

| for the whole dlstrict but at present has no water undsrtaking of 1e own
- }:!. b a2 v

(8igned) L. B, BCOTT. M.D. D.P.H

~ Medical officer of Health, April,1945,






