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Area Office, &
Health Clinic,
Rowlands Hill,
Wimborne, Dorset.

Mr., Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I present my Annual Report for 1969.

In my last Annual Report I commented that the
practice of commencing with mention of notifiable diseases was becoming
doubtfully justifiable. This comment can be made with greater conviction
this year especially in view of the fact that 1969 should have been a vintage year
for measles, It is of course only a few specified diseases which are
notifiable, the main mass of disease is not, but nevertheless as an
indication of morbidity amongst children in particular the statistics on
notifiable diseases speak volunes, The "umbrella" over the children grows
bigger and bigger; there can be very few parents who would not be very
shocked to see a list of notifiable diseases which even a small urban district
would have produced about the year 1900, It is very desirable to remind
ourselves that although much of this enormous benefit is established and
unlikely to be lost except due tc some unthinkable catastrophe such as H
bomb warfare, some of it still depends upon hard routine slogging, especially
in the sphere of immunisation.

People have short memories,

There were many incidents in England and Wales
during the summer of persons visiting exotic places and returning with more
than suntan, They had in fact been infected wiith salmonella organisms, others
had caught or narrowly missed typhoid. People are becoming more and more
venturesome in their choice of holidays and the continent of Africa has not lost
its mysterious fascination, Holidays in North Africa are in current vogue,
and there are already signs of travel agents putting forward suggestions for
venturing farther south in that Continent and also farther east into Asia
Minor. It cannot be stressed too much that disease is still rife in these
places, much of it quite beyond the knowledge and experience of nost
holiday makers and travel agents have a duty to their clients to warn them of the
risks they rup in entering the tropies. Malaria is only one of the diseases
they nmust take very seriously.

e e e e o e

It has been reliably estimated that between
now and the year 2000 AD the demand for water in the British Isles will double,
and many authorities face a serious problem in this context, the re-circulation
of sewage has even been mentioned, and many water supplies have for years been
extracted from sewag e polluted primary supplies. We are therefore doubly fortunate

in this area to have such good primary sources of water and moreover plenty of it.
All it lacks is flouride.
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The fluoride controversy bears close similarities to that which
attended the proposed introduction of pasteurisation of milk during the 1930's.
Almost everyone now gratefully accepts pasteurised milk and one feels
confident that in the future fluoridation of water will be accepted just as
freely, I cannot in the meantime resist quoting a passage by Professor
Sir Graham Wilson, formerly Director of the Public Health Laboratory Service
and an eminent scientist, in his book on "The Pasteurisation of Milk"™ 1942
(Edward Arnold and Co.):-

"Unfortunately pasteurisation is a subject on which many people find it
difficult to form an unbiased judgement. It is not infrequently regarded
with stbch intense prejudice that no reasoned statement of the evidence is
listened to, much less given adequate consideration. This attitude is

the direct antithesis of that usually adopted by scientific workers,

namnely that of a dispassionate review of the whole of the awvailable evidence
with conclusions expressed in the form of cautious understatement,

In view of this difference in mental approach, it is useless for men

of' science to expect that a careful presentation of the facts will make any
impression on the minds of those who, whether from unreasonable conviction
or from a repressed suspicion of the wealmess of their own case, are
prepared to resort to half-truths, unverifiable assertions, or, as experience
has showm, actual falsehoods in support of their contentions., No matter
how clear and well documented the evidence may be, there are always those
whon Shakespeare must have in mind when he made Cicero say:-

"Men may construe things after their fashion, clean from the purpose of the
things themselves.",

How perfectly those words fit the subject of fluoridation?!,

Also in the above book, Sir Graham Wilson quoted the late eminent scientist,
Sir Edward Mellanby who said in the Report of the Medical Research Council
for 1937 - 8:=-

"It is not the duty of the Medical Research Council to guide the public

on the importance of medical discovery in its practical application to human
needs. Their task is wholly to promote discovery, and to announce it to the
world when it is made, They cannot but view with regret, however, the delay
which so often occurs between medical discovery and its application,
especially when the discovery is one that provides an immediate opportunity
of preventing or even eliminating disease. What the ultimate solution of
this difficulty will be is not obvious, but with the present increase in
kmowledge of method of preventing disease, a better method of informing and
educating the public becomes imperative,".

We do not scem to have found it yet!.

During the year I placed before the Council a report upon a survey
of crean samples taken in Bast Dorset. The large and medium size firms were
producing a good product but certain smaller dairies were producing a product
which regularly contained fairly high numbers of faecal (type 1) coliform
organisns. This report stimulated publicity in press and television, and I was
struck by the difficulty of advising housewives in general terms what
product to buy, one obviously could not mention individual products, and I felt
that the housewife had of necessity to be left largely in the dark.



The remedy for this lies in enforceable regulations based upon accurate
labelling requirements as to the nature of the process used, e.g. pasteurisation
of the original milk or of the cream itself, or sterilisation of the latter
produet. JEnforceable reguirements of this nature depend upon the existence

of analytical and bactericlogical procedures capable of verifying the claims

on the label, and once this step has been taken the housewife will be able to
make an intelligent choice of product in the knowledge that the label meant
what it said! The more important analytical and bacteriological procedures
are already satisfactorily worked out and yet another survey is currently being
conducted by the Public Health Laboratory Service on crean,

There seems no doubt that regulations will soon be applied and that they

are overdue, The medium and large firms will welcome regulations requiring
standards which they already observe. It remains only to add that some

months after my report to Council a leading article in the B.M.J. on bacteria
in cream reassured me as to the correctness of my views, in the expression of
which I was obviously in good company!

At the risk of vexation by quotation here is another which I could not
resist, this time culled from an article by Professor C.R. Lowe in the B.M.d.
early in 1969:-

"Throughout the country every morning the walls of bedrooms and bathrooms
reverberate to the dawn chorus of our smokers as they light up the first

cigaretie of the day to help them on their way to work and, for a substantial
proportion of them on their way to disablement and premature death.

At a conservative estimate, probably three guarters of the toll of 32,000,000
working days and 30,000 lives taken each year by bronchitis is attributable to the
cigarette.".

There follow the custgmary statistics and the annual report of the
public health inspector - Mr. H,L. Birkett,

{2 gl
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS.

Aren oF The BorouEh, o o csic s sisie e s s el nes s e nien s sne sixis ofe s et A0 FUEEERE
Population as estimated by Registrar General - mid yeare......367C
Rateable value as at lst April 1969...cceesccersccnsesssnsass £L66,950
Estinated product of pemny rate for Jear.......ceeeeceeccacess £610

Estimated number of inhabited houses on 31st December,1969... 1337

o R L T A e S .

AS SUPPLIED BY THE REGISTRAR GENERAL

L T e e e T T e R e T

BIRTHS _ MALES, FEMALES,

Total, Legitinmate, Tlleg. Total, Legitimate. Illeg.
Ldve Births.....esae 26 22 L L0 36 L
obllibiPhhe o et inis = - - 1 1 -
DEATHS
Number registered... 28 32

e

Blandford England &  Administrative

Borough. Wales. County
Stendardised birth: rate. i ivisiicirasansare 2lae 16,3 16.8
Standardised death PAtE . uusseasns e st Ao 11,9 10.7

COMPARABILITY FACTORS.,

Eirtha‘illllilfli‘# 1.18
DeathBs.:icavsnsass 0.78



SECTTON __ A E

Prevalence of Inflectious and Other Discases.

D . T e L =

MeasleS,..o.. R
TRberenlosn Ssais s vu L
TUBERCULOSIS _
At the end of the year the number of cases on the T.B. register was as
follows: -
PULMONARY _ _NON-PULYONARY
B Y N A S Madensl, & 0
Fomalas, civessenss I FenalesS,eceeees O
VACCINATION AND TMMUNISATION STATISTICS.
Poliomyelitis, Diphtheria, Tetanus. Whooping C. Spallpox. Measles.,
Oral, &Salk
-E-‘L......B" _E_'__._I-.?','.',._.,_.E..".F, ,.,.,..,,.,B;." el L L el L el i i e T S SR s
s 101 - - 80 G B2 = 1250 80, L7 65 26 19

P = Primary
R = Reinfoorecing dose.

SECTION 3B

AMBULANCE FACILITIES.,
The Ambulance Service is provided by the Dorset County Council, Control is
centralised in Dorchester and the service operates from Castleman House.

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY
This is situated at Dorchester and provides a free service fer the
bacteriological examination of human specimens, food, milk and water.

SERVICES PROVIDED IN THE HEAITH CLINIC, SALISBURY STREET.

Infant Welfare Clinics are held in the Health Clinic once & month, together
with nunerous services provided, or assisted, bythe County Council., These
include the School Dental Service, Speech Therapy, Hearing lssessment and
Tuition, Home Help Organiser, Family Planning, Cervical Cytology,

Registrar of Births and Deaths and Chiropody for old pecple.

e T o ot e e e s



SECTION  C.

T CE AN A TR e S e

STATISTICAL TABLES - 1969

S DA

CGAUSES OF DEATH

Maligsnant Neoplagm, intesting...sssisscanssnnens

Malignsnt Neoplasm, lung, bronehusS..cs-seessssas
Malignant Neoplasm, uteruS...eecesssssssssonnces
M=lignant Necplasm, prostatescescecsscssncsassns

Other Haiignant NeoplasmSescesassssseccnscasnnss
Hypertansive diseane, .. i i eiir i vaanans seen
Tachaonic hoart 01 50080 vie v ssmmis sl sns s s
Other forms of heart Q180888 .cces'sssniniseress i
Cerebrovagcular Q180880 .csesasassasnsinneessserinn

Other disease of circulatory systemi...icoveeses

Influenza F P P PR AP P R S
FrEIMATIL . & e e e ies mmie mmiem i e R S :
Bronchitis and Emphyseng...... s S e Ton s LR
Nephritis and NephrosiS..sssssssnssssasssacnanas )
Motor Vehicle AccldentS....csansssnassnasansvns vae
All other acoidemitif.. esnesehsnssesassa el SR

e . .

HALE

o
L= SR

FEMALE,

L

=
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(b)

(d)

REPORT OF CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

Action teken under Acts

of Parliament

Public Health Acts

Number of Informal Notices Served .e.eeesssccesssasscsssnsass
Number of Informal Notices complied with ..esvesscsccscssssss
Number of Statutory Notices 8erved .c.scesssrsssesscssonacsss

Number of Statutory Notices complied with .ecvvsavesscvaconcs

Housing Acts

Number of Statutory Notices served sescesssncsasscsssscsssses

Number of Statutory Notices complied with seeveeecscccsecnans
Number of unfit houses CloBad .svesrsssnsasssnnasansssas e
Number of unfit houses demolished ...cvovvicsccas R e

Number of Pamilies PElOlEEE: « s i e ainmi sless s sess s seesses

Nunber of poroons TeRousel. s s ssssossssnisssansesesssssssssn

Pactories Acts and Regulations

Number of Informal Notices served ..scescssssvsnscscencseseens
I‘It.'l.ll]ber ﬂf Infﬂmﬂl Hﬂtit}&s Gﬂmplied 'With T R R T T
Humbar ﬂf Fﬂm&l HDtic—es EE.I'\.TF}ﬂ. R R A

Number of Formal Notices complied with .eiievesvssescsasssass

12
10

Nil
Nil

Wil

1
1
Nil
Nil



HOUSING ACT, 1957
Closing Orders on three further cottages were made during the
past 12 months. This brings the total of Demolition and Closing Orders

made by the Counecil to 38 since 1960,

OVERCROWDIIG

(a) Number of dwellings overcrowded at 1 g 1 e
(b) Number of familics BherolN seeseciisnassssvenasessinsossn s
(c) Number of Now CHBOS ssessssvsrsnsninsnssnnenibeee et ye e
(d) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved seeeesssscsssrossssssss .

(e) Number of pereons involved «..cevues o e e e

I—'GU!—'U'I-I'-"

(£) Number of renewed cases of overcrow@ing

PUBLIC HEALTH TNSPECTICN OF AREA

Summary of Inspection and re-visits made in the course of roucine work

-

during the year 1969 by your public health inspector:-

PUBLIC HEAITH ACTS

HOUBOE tovossssnransessassesstbnnsssbsstassnssneivey sepnys e sy
Dther DremiBeE & iut b siieive s v s aus dels Vyition aemssuiai o el dRialag ls v = SN
Houaing ITEpRctlOTE s s senssss sus s s st s anms sk ai =t IR
Infectious DiseaBe8 secsvesssscessssnssscnsasssssansapsrssrnsannnnnn o
Markoto sarsesossnsancsuaasossctsenonessnssnsnssnatssss s sssssanennn e

Fac’toriesoIirtt-i-iiiiiilfiviuoll-tlI--it-iliiviiﬁiﬁiiiiIl'l'i"l'l'l"'l'..' 15

FOOD

10
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FOOD INSPECTICNS:

e T S FTETTIE £ o A, i i i e
TR RO L SR TR ie v bl s R o (B R A w8 mwiw w B amn ieshis s aansussan LT
05" OTOEN DYCMASES sassssssssssisartssasnsnssnnsynnsstosnnnnsassssvanns A0
e D TR L i O A R T b e b R L R | 2
1 e T s e e e T R S o P S 1,
Tz g AR R S T A T T = 2 TR U o AN AT G Sy SR U

Fried Fis-h s oww R s R e E e R s AR R B R R R e e e R b B de e '!l-

General"-.-I'iI"l'll""‘l‘"‘"'"'I"'."III".'-'Ii.-l.-."""‘.."-""-" 36

FOOD HYGIENE REGULATICINS

The number of food premises subject to the above Regulations are as

follows: -

Fitted with Premises to Premises comp-
Washbasins which Sec.19 lying with
LAyplies Sec. 19

Bakers and confectioners 3
Butchers
Fishmongers
Cafes
Fried Fish
Groc.ra

Public Houses

Bike B wi < o o vl
ey o = R
m't:::Fm-JMJ\u

Sugar confectionery

FOOD
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FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS

Two successful prosecutions were taken for contraventions under the

above Regulations during the year 1969,
1. The proprietor of a local cafe was prosecuted for (a) failing to

take all steps reasonably necessary to protect food+from risk of contamination
(b) failing to keep clean walls, floors and other parts of the structure used for
the preparation of food (e) failing to keep clean articles of equipment liable to
come into contact with food

The Court found the defendant not guilty on the first charge but he
was found guilty on the other two charges and fined £60 for dirty conditions in
the cafe and £20 for unclean food equipment and £20 costs

2. The proprietor of a mobile "Hot Dog" van was prosecuted and fined
£40 with costs of £10 for the following contraventions of the above Regulations:

(1) Insufficient wash hand basins for persons engaged in handling
food

(2) Inadequate supply of hot water towash hand basin
(3) Insufficient sinks for washing of food

(4) Failing to provide adequate hot and cold water to the sink

WATER SUFPPLY

A1l dwelling houses, shops, offices and factories are connected
to the mains water supply from the Poole and Dorset Water Board.
MEAT INSPECTICH
The only slaughter house which was privately owned closed during

the year 1962.
FOOD
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FOOD INSPECTION

The following foodstuffs were examined and found unfit for human
consumption:

GannEd cookedmeats @R RS F R e R AR R e s e BE le

Ganrled fhrui.t LU B O o R E AR RS R R R R R R e 63 ]u-bE
MEﬂt ® B R ow B A R R R B R R E R R EE SRR 10 1!]'3
szen fcﬂdﬁtuff LR L L L I O O I L A - 262 1'::5

NOISE ABATEMENT ACT

o complaints were received by this Department under the above Act during

the year.

REFUSE DISPOSAL

Successful negotiations with the Rural District Council have
resulted in the two Goﬁﬁcils using a Jjoint tip where controlled tipping is
now being carried out in accordance with the Ministry's recommendations.

Arrangements are also made for the disposal of bulky rubbish and
derelict cars.

CLEAN ATR AGT

No complaints received and no action necessary.

SEWAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

A1l houses with the exception of two are connected with the main

sewage system.

COMMON



COMMON LODGING HOUSES

There are no common lodging houses within the Borough.

PIGECNS
Following many years of complaints of the damage caused by the
large congregation of pigeons on the Church and other buildings, it is
gratifying to note the numbers are greatly reduced and relatively few
complaints are now received.

This is mainly due to the efforts of Mr. Hole, the Pests Officer .

RODENT CCONTROL

Total number of visits made by Rodent Officer cc.ssssescessvensnssss 186

Number of premises surveyed on motification .....veeceesesseccsssass 069
Number of premises surveyed under Act .cescevevecsscsscnnse seavesses 112
Number of premises found to be infested with rats .....cccvcveencans 37

Number of premises found to be infested with mice ...cecscecscssncss 9
Number of premises found to be infested with rats and mice sseceesss 1

A large number of complaints were received from the public of
wasps nests and ant infestations. All of these were effectively dealt
with by the Pests Officer.

FACTORIES
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JLCTORTES ACT 1961

Part 1 of the Act

1 - TWSPECTIONS

PREMISES Number on Number of
RBGISTER Inspections | Written Occupiers
Notices Prosecuted
1 2 3 L. 5

(i) Factories in which
Seections 1,2,3,L4
and 6 are ‘to be
enforced by Locall
Anthorities - - - -

Iii) Factories not
included in (i)
in which See. 7
is enforced by thE
Local Authority 55 2 - =

TOTAL 35 D e - -

2 — Cages in which IEFECTS were found

PARTICULARS Number of cases Number of cases in
in which defects which prosecutions
were found. were instituted.

Found Remedied Referred
Inzpector Inspeclor
1 2 i i B
Want of cleanli-
ness (S1) - - - -
Unreasonable temper-
ature (5.3) - - - -
Inadequate ventila-
tion (2.1) - E = -
Ineffective drainage
of floors (S.6) - - - -
Sanitary conveniences
5.7
a) Insufficient - - - -
Eb; Unsuitable or
defective 1 ik - =
{c) Not separate for
seXes - - - -

Gther offences inst
the Act not 1nca%g
DernGLE relating tc

1
1
1
I

out-wor
TOTAL

-
=

|

1




Part VIIT of the Act

Outwrork

(Sections 133 and 134)

Nature of Work

Wearing apparel - Making etec.
cleaning and
washing

Curtains and
furniture
hangings

No. on List

16

There were no

cases of default

in sending lists

to the Couneil, no
prosecutions for
failure to supply
lists, no instances
of work in unwhole-
gome premises, nNo
notices served and
no prosecutions.

TOTAL










