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Public Health Department,
Civic Centre,
Wimborne.

TO:=-

His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Blandford.,

The Annual Report on the health and sanitary circumstances
of the Borough is submitted for your consideration and information,
The Revort is presented as follows:-

A, Statistics,
B, General provisions of Health Services in the Area,
C. Sanitary circumstances of the area:-

al - Water L3
2, Sewerage.
3. Rodent Control.

D. , Factories and Vorkshops,

E. Slaughter House.

. Inspection and Supervision of Food.
G. Prevalence of Infectious Diseases,

 Much of the routine sanitary work of the Public Health
Department has not been carried out, nor can be, until the department
is adequately staffed,

I have much appreciated the help and co-operation given to me
by my professional colleagues in practice in the Borough,

In conclusion, I wish to thank members of the Council and other
Counecil officials who have extended to me courtesy and assistance,

J.B.l. layes,

JULY, 1956, MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
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STATY OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH  (Part Time)

J.B.M- I'Ilhll?esl ]ri-B., B.Si, M-R‘G‘S., LIRIGGPJ, DUPI-H

SANITARY TISPECTOR AITD SURVEYCOR

WiEl RBIIHE& E'I'I'R. Sﬂ-n. I- M.S‘I-A. R-P.

VETERTITARY SURGEQIS

Ma jor I'. Beckett, F,R.C.V.S., and his Staff (acting as
' Meat Inspectors)




SECTION A

GEITERAL STATISTICS

l. Area of the Boroughe..cicssvencssasusinnansnnnnion CO9 BDBE

2. Population as estimated by Registrar General.....3,490
(30.6.55)

3. Total number of inhabited houses at 31/12/55.....1,493

L. Ratcable value as at kst April, 1955.eecccsccacas £20,977

5. Sum represented by permy rate at lst April,1955. £ 113.11.0

SUMMARY (O VITAL STATISTICS
for the year, 1955

LIVE BIRTES . Total Male
Totel registerede...c vevsoesess S b OB 3l
Trap it ainibein . o bt omvadite st I aLs il (L) 66 33
Illegitimate...csv0 s PRI o S e S 2 1
oTILIBIRTHS

Total registered..... Legitimate........ . L 3
DEATHS

Tcta‘l regis‘berﬂd- @ & & B 8 F 8§ B S F R LN R ] 60 }h

TFANT LORTALITY

Deaths of infants under one year of age.
Total registered...... Legitimate,.sceceee 3 2




COMPARATIVE STATISTICS. Blandford England and

Wales.
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated home population. 19,40 15
Birth rate per 1,000 estimated home population
using comparability factorse......cceace.s Tresereree 19.48
Stillbirth rate per 1,000 total (live and still
births)p ----------- e o oR R R R R B R R F R R B @ F R R BB R B R EE S e 5’5!56 25!l
Death rate per 1,000 estimated home populatioNes.... 17.19 117
Death rate per 1,000 estimated home population
Gemesnomparaha LALY Paetor, .. us oson e shbmamemine. sus 13.2L
Death rate of infants under one year of age :
per 1,000 related live birthSe..,ccessveconcsransssn  UDeBE 24.9

. ,CATBES OF DEATH DURING 1955 .
' o4 ' _ Male, Female, Total

Malignant neoplasm, stomach.e......ocvvvvvevnncnnanns R i 2
" Malignant neoplasm, Lunge..cvevevecocesns A i T 1 0 3
Balarnant neoplasm, WEBTUSsw. s o sesimsss ons sasaeses - 1 1
OEker malionent NEOPlASME .. e en s am st oidswsisssia RN 1 L L7
Vascular lesions of nervous systéMeee...ecceeceeeecnes B 1 6
O OB P 0T OB RO o sai <754 s +75a s 558 §b1e s 5 b0 e e R 1 0
Other heart, d1oea s, s semsin o s sienise s omions e T 10 7 17
A e oLt o s (7= - T i - 2
1T S LAY S o e S o R A A R T e e 0 1 2k
PReumonia, ¢y seacscsvacrsnssas S Y TS gt SR el 1 3 L
R R DR ER L6 oy i <ot - N s s e 5o Bymnonw o spve baes 3 0 3 b i
Other diseases of respiratory system......... e e | 0 1
Congenital malformationSese.ceccecacscaass B el e i - 2
T e e L L e e | 2 3
Motor vehicle accidentsS,.e.vviaceanss e ] . = 1 1
LU s sl e T T = o e e e A - 1
Eu:l.ﬂide;----. ...... T T N T 1 l 2




COMMENTS ON VITAL
STATISTICS

| The Birth Rato for 1955 has risen. 19,40 in in 1955, 18,51 in
195k, 15.49 in 1953,:14.30 in 1952 and 18.84 in 1951.

The number of births exceed the nUmher of deaths by C.
). stillbirths have been recorded,

The crude Birth Rate was 19.48 per 1,000 estimated home
population, By applying the Comparability Factor of 1,00, the
standardised Birth Rate remained at 19.40.

60 persons died in 1955, of these L2 were over the age of
70 years, The crude Death Rate was 17.19 per 1,000 estimated home
population, By applying the Comparability Factor of 0.77, the
standardised Death Rate was 13.24, This is more than the Death Rate in
England and Wales, 1954 and Blandford in 1954.

The Comparability Factor is worked out for each district by
the Registrar General. The purpose of this factor is to level out the
differences in the age and sex constitution of the population of the
various districts, and cnable more accurate cqmnariscns to be made of
birth and death rates in other areas,

There have been no deaths from diphtheria, whooping cough,
meningococcal infections, measles, scarlet fever, nor from poliomyelitis.,
There were no maternal deaths, :

e —



SECTION B
GENERAL BROVISIONS OF HEATTH SERVICES

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY

The Public Health Laboratory service at Dorchester
continues to give the district generous service. The Laboratory
undertakes the bacteriological examination of water, milk, ice crcanm
and other foods, It also examines specimens for diagnosis in the
case of infectious or suspected infectious diseases.,

AMBULANCT: SERVICE

The Ambulance Service of the district is under the
Jurisdiction of the Dorset County Council, opecrating day and night from
Castleman House, This service also covers the Rural District.

MATERITITY AND CHILD WELFARTL SERVICES.

The Dorsct County Council provide an ante-natal clinic and
an Infant Welfare Ccntre once a fortnight, These are held in the
Congregational Hall,

DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE.,

The Dorset County Council have provided a service in
Blandford and the surrounding district, which has proved satisfactory.



SECTION  C
SANITARY CIRCUMSTAI'CS OF THE AREA,
WATER,

The water is supplied by the Blandford Water Undertaking owned
by the Council. The two sources of water are at Black Lane and
Blandford St. Mary.,. The former, a borehole, together with a group of
"shallow wells" and adits, and the latter a "shallow well" with an
adit, ° The depth of the borehole is 100 feet.

The lowest standing water level in the abstraction year was 42 feet in
October, and in the shallow wells, 6 feet 6 inches. The installation

of an emergency supply from Blandford Camp as proposed by the Council
would be an excellent standby.

The total amount of water pumped during the water abstraction
year was 132,307,101 gallons, The water abstraction year runs from
1st Ilovember 1954 to the 31st October 1955. i

During the year, three new premises in the town were
connected to the mains and 53 in the rural district.

109 houses are supplied with standpipes, the remainder have
water inside the premises,

During the year 11} water samples have been taken from either
the source or from various points in the distribution system and
submitted for bacteriological examination, Of these 111 proved
satisfactory, three suspicinus, but only one contained faecal
organisms and this sample was taken from untreated water,




Samples of water for chemical analysis have also been submitted
to the Public Analyst.
The following are copies of the Armalyst's Reports:-

Blandford 5t. Mery Pumping Station 15/11/55

I hereby certify that I have examined the above mentioned sample with
the following results:- (expressed as parts per million)

i i T g e SRS U U PRI S R o e e Rl gy 0.030
Ammonia, Albuminodd........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiatacianranaaia «os 0,090
L R e i o o P i S e e e P P B Vi b M Al ot 2 1N B L i ire Wal
Nifrates, a= Nitric Nitrogen.,sicceecsseinss sreenie MOV S0 3ol L.19
Oxygen absorbed in 15 mins., at 80 degeFeecvne... L B 0.106
Oxygen absorbéd in : ‘ir hours.at 80 degeFee.vveennss TR e . 0.608
S e o e e e 21,0
B O LT L 03 CLEL i i i e i i e B e s 34.60
T T i T e e e L T S e A e e 210.0
S S A O TITATIO N b v 5 i v v 0o nieia Sha i aaEs in nbala e alh omim ik e P 25.0
{17 a2 1 L e e e e (S e S SN S .235,0
Total 2011d8, . sesreaseasaressnsessons R O D I 383;0
o S e S SR E TR (L Tk

Metals: Iron, zinc, copper, lead absent.
Appearance: Colourless and clear.

Odour: none.

- Pree Chlorine,

‘Remarks: - This is a clear, bright water, containing some, but not an
‘undue amount of organic matter. It is hard in character, but the

" . majority of the hardness is of a temporary nature.
" The results give no indication of pollution, and in my opinion the

" Water is very suitable for drinking and domestic purposes,
( Signed ) Arthur S, Carlos.

Public Analyst.

Black Lane Pumping Station - Borehole.

I hercby certify that I have examined the above mentioned sample
Wwith the following results:- (expressed as parts per million)

EMmonis.,  fYo8.. . dviaen i, o e Tt B D0, DRy e s e 0,060
i e N e T e e R i R R B R e R 0,110
Tl & o e e S e T B DL S P B Nil
R EEaas N ie WP OEOTIN o o ans s aiionssansonssnssnssssessss L.33
Oxygen absorbed in 15 mins at 80 def. F....... R A s e s 0.070
d L N R Ay T o T e r b e e o g 0,350
T S e P T T L e s 25,0
EE- Dol TN ACHE T I T - aia e siniansre in atais draiss o o arte b sl i e T L1,20
ER LT EORE  ahe R A R E e S 207.5
i Eipma, e e 25 N BRI oS 15.0
LOkE L% . oles e e T T T e e R e B e e 0 e 222.5
B B L s e h Ha s x s s o a e T e T e e s o e o e e 3 e e 311.0
TR T e s o R L 1 e B TP e e A S

Metals: Iron, zine, copper, lead absent.



Black Lene Pumping Station - borehole (Contd)

Appearance := colourless and clecan,

Odour:-- lione,

Free Chlorine,

Remarks: - This is a clear, bright water, hard in character, It
containe somc, but not an undue amount of organic matter.

The above figurcs show no sign of pollution, and in my opinion the
water is very suiltable for both drinking and domestic purposcs:

. (Signed) Arthur S, Carlos. B. Sc(Lond)
Public Analyst.

. Black Lanc Pumping Station - Shallow Well 15/11/55

: I hercby certify that I have examined the above mentioncd sample
‘with the following results: (Expressed as parts per million)

A‘-':lmo‘ni&’ erGIi'liiliiiil‘i‘l‘iiiI‘iiiiliiiilillii'iiililil 4|-|-|-|-1|-|0IO'I+C|
Alhmincid.‘ii‘i‘riiiii‘-t'li"i.itl‘iiiiiiii'i'l.""".lo‘oﬁo

14 By o, c | et T, . e B P ]
Witrates, as Nitric N&trcgen,.....‘...............................34?1
nygcn absorbcd ind5 mina ot A0 AT, By s g mi v b v v Aty DS S
v _shihounss B O ol oo ynl i o i b e SO E
ORI Or N 0a ar o oo o n swpd mnbe v simersin s s B m o ety oo i s
as-Sodiun CRLALIAO My & #ei §ams Gue s i dumefandes o b R s e mel Ol DO
Hordnoss, tomporaryeesessesssss o6 e e o e et o WA I
POPTIERTIGTIT o win w0 w6 RO DR R D
i i B P ke S ARt e
Total BOlIR, . o ionss s sk o s auate et :s NS IP——— IR by e
PH e liie, foe e f st s o PR Sl o i R R » v Lk

Metals: Copper, lead, zine, ironm abaent

Appearance: Colcu¢lcae and clear.

OdouZ: none

Free Chloring:- i

Remarks: - This is a clear bright water of good organic purity.

It is hard in character, but the majority of the hardness is of
,temporary nature and would be removed by boiling.

The water shows no sign of pollution, and in my opinion is aminently
suitable for both drinking and domestic purposes,

(Signed) Arthur S, Carlos. B. Sc.(Lond)
Tublic Analyst.

D e



SHWIMING DATIEED

The baths were opencd from the 29th April to the 30th
September. Frequent tests for chlorine content were taken by the
attendant, 12 samples of bath water wore taken from the Swimming Baths
for bacterioclogical cxamination, All samples proved satisfactory.

The defeect in the bath bottom is inecrcasing and a sample
taken of the ground water entering the bath through the hole was
examincd bacteriologically and found unsatisfactory. TExtra chlorine was
added to the bath water to maintain the reguired standard of purity.
Before the baths arc re-opened next year, this defect should be
remedied, .

SETERAGE

The Scewage "orks have functioned reasonably well during the
year, On a few occasions the level of the river rose high enough to
cauge flooding of the lower part of the works, but no serious disablement
occured.

Ground water has been found gaining access= to the sewers,
particularly during the flooding of the lower part oi the towm,
101 blockages have been cleared by the Council's workmen.

' To improve the efficicncy of the plant, additional sludge
drylng beds, Humus tanks and storm water tanks are nccded,

- e

The following is o copy of the Public Analyst's rcport on a sample of
sewage offluent:-

Outfall manhole from Humus Tanks - 15/11/55,

I hereby certify that I havce cxamined the above mentioned sample
with the following results:- (as parts per million)

Ammonia, Prece....... o s L R e R D L . 207
Ammonis, Albuminoid....eceeceas.. Sl e s e S SRR B L e 2a13
Nitritas,.f..... ...................................................... 0.20
Nitrates, as Nitric Hltrngrn.. ............. camsan s gy . PO - |
Oxygen absorbed in four hours at 80 dﬂg. e ey i s SO S 17.012
T L R L o L e R R e A s )
=y T e e £ USSR SRRSO .4 R L e A S A N R . b
Dissolved solids,..... . s T B R et A el i e T
TeRalaantddas o, .. oot i e S SOl MR e a e IR G bt PR )
TR R L e e N S e R e I 1 A W . M-y (B
Incubator Gloscd Test*
Oxygen absorbed in 3 mins. beofore incubatioNee.ceeesseees veenvecnsns 5.009
" ) e daye dneuba o essd s iR s caets st vt 1.037
e e R T BT 22 o o R e Lo e T e e e wii e e o s Bmchanged.,
Saone atftor ANeubatiome. st issinesnsse S s SRR e Do 3. None
Dissolved oxygen absorbed in five days....ceeeeennn.. F s MRy 111 en 2l 6
e S e o -

LT 17 e e L o S S A e A R e 19,2



SEVERAGE !Ccmt )
MoGowan! a. Pioress . saa o JSiaissds vTos 00808 Aunuborry BN, L0
Percentage oxidation of the NitrogehNe..osesveoreas =R S . 59.0

Remarks: - The figure for suspended solids is very satisfactory,

but that for the dissolved oxygen absorbed in five days slightly exceeds
the limit of 20 parts per million laid down by the Royal Commission

on Sevage Disposal,

(Signed) Arthur S. Carlos. B, Sc (Lond)
Public Analyst,

RETUSE COLLECT IGH

The Refuse Scrvice has continucd to work smoothly, The salvage
of materials such &s iron, bras , lead, paper ctc., from the refuse has
made thoe sum of £7L4.7.0.

RODENT CONTROL

PRCVALENCE OF INFESTATION INumber of propertiee in the Local futhority's
Areca in which infestation was discovered. Y
Infested by Rats. Scrious infestations of Mice.

Local Authority properties. Nil Nil

Dwelling houseSsesesscscss 13 g

Business premises(non-agricultural) 2 1 ]I
Agricultural properticS..... Nil il !

MEASURES OF COITROL BY LOCAL

AUTIICRITY . Number of propertics Number of E1 opertics
. inspected. treated by .Local Authorit

As a result of Other
- notification, -wisec

Local Authority proporticS.... il b Nil !
Dwelling RouBSaB . «uxs s ess sl 0 294 20

Busincss premises(non-agricultural)liil 119 _ 1

Agricultural prooerticSe...... Nil 1 Nil




BEOTYON D
FACTORTES AND WORKSHOES

Premises. Number on Hegister Inspections.

Factories in which no

mechanical power is used...... 6 Nil

Factories in which

mechanical power .is used......36 1,
TOTAL, .. o 42 1L

Number of cases in which defects were found:-

Particulars, Pound. Remedied, Referred to H.IL

Inspector

Want of cleanliness...... 1Mil Mil il

Sanitary conveniences:-

(a) dnsufficient......... 1 il Nil
Other offences against the

Aﬂtil*t-ttt'ﬁru.vvlr -------- ) Hil*

QUTVORKERS -

There were 39 outworkers employed during 1955,  lo infectious

- disease: geccurred during the year in any of the prcnlscs where the
outworkers were cmployed,

SANTTARY TNSPECTORS' VISITS

Water Undertakinge.s..... e e 1861
Hewape Worlks Bl S EFWOT Beseescsnossnissssssinesons e R e S Yy
swmingB&th$-¢--- ------------------------ LB B T B B I T ?5

Recreation Ground and Gardens, 1nclud1ng Milldovn and
AllotmentSessceeesess 58
Municipal Buildings, Council Yard, Mortuary, Market and

Public ConveniencesSe..ceecs... 81
Refuse Service including TiPeececescasecnarasss S i -
Council Houses....... R e e S Tl

Infectious cte,, diseases investigaeted and wisits in
commection therewith......".... 3
T 0 S i e P A B o e e g e R L5 g 127
Buildings Byelaws and Town and Country Plamming.essesseses.. 100
Food Premises, and Jood including Ice Cream Premises and
Dairics... 56

VRS AL = BT ey PR S 4| R0, o~y DRI R
Pest Control........ il d i ol A S M S T 2
LB b e e [ N o e e e e P LR A
Al e S P EEE oo oe 1022
Ep2 e ey o e o - e S e et o SRR B G B g o

Other Visits not classified abovVe.sess s sesresss R s 70




MORTUARY

The Damory Strect Mortuary has been used on seven occasions
during the yecer.

WATTONAL ASSISTANCE ACT-19L5
(Amendment Act) 1951 - removal of persons in nced of care
and attention.

Mo action was taken under this Aet during the year,

SSCTION E
SLAUGHTER HOUEZD

The weight of meat condemned during the year:-

S e P - - - o i <1
Conda ned meat,....co..s 2452 1lbs
TlBi gffa-lii-& ----- TR 508? 1b$

TIBII Meatll--tvlitldi'-- ?1‘35 Jhﬂ-

Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned in whole or in part:-
*Cattle. Cots,e Calves, Sheep & Lambs, Pigs,
Number killed., 976 752 112 1734 6

Nunber inspected. 976 752 112 1734 6

All diseasecs except
T.B. and Cysticerci

wh  carcases conderméed,..... L - - =

Some. part or organ was
condemed, cooeeess 470 120 - 808 -

Percentage of the
number . inspected
affected with discase

othor than
tubereulosiz and
oysticercis...cous 4575 15% - 517

Tuberculdsis only.,
Whole carcases
condemed.,.... ... 5 g - = =




SLAUGHITR HOUSE

Cattle., Cows Calves Sheep and Lambs Pigs,

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned.... 72 36 < - -

Percentage of the

nunbecr inspected

infected with

tuberculosis,.... 7.6% 5.0 - " L,

SECTION T

INSPECTION AND SUPCRVISICH OF F00D PREMISES,

Ice Cream Premises.

There were two more registrations than last year,
A total of 22 ice cream samples have been submitted during the year to the
Public Health Iaboratory for bactericlogical reports.

Grade leceesiseos 20, Grade 1lee..s.o e Grade 111.... nil. Grade 1V.Nil

19 iced lolly and lolly crecam samples were also submitted for
bacteriological test and these all proved satisfactory.

Provisonal Grade, Time taken to reduce methylenc blue
1 4% hours or morc
2 2% = L4 hours
3 5 = & hours
llu 'D

Owing to the numerous factors governing the hygienic quality of ice
cream, it is unwise to pay too much attention to the bacteriological
results of any one sample, Judgment should be based rather on a series
of samples. It is suggested that over a six monthly period, 50 per
cent of a vendor's samples shovld fall into Grade 1. 00 ver cent into
Grades 1 or 2, not more than 20 per cent into Grade 3 and none into
Grade L.

MIIK AND DATRIES REGULATICONS 1949
Licences issued.
Dealers LicencesSe.ees ... P T a1 Tubereulin testede...cssssssss 2
Supplementary ILicences........ 7 2o Dol it P e 3
Tuberculin tested and
paateUrE Beds s v ins s v e s e P |




Food condermed during the your:-

Tinned peaches. Total weighbe. .. il vty ...9 lbs
Tinned apricots, Total weighte,.eceosens, s nithea B 0DE
Tinncd pears. Total WELEh . e s o gt SO 2 lbs,

Lioat and fish condenned during the year:-

Tanned- corned Daed . . e e i s v a5 a s Al e b .13 lba.
Timmed ptewod steak.......emvessisosiws ey R e 4 1bs
Tinned tongue....... ST e VN RS L D TR R e
F b (= 0 e R T R R s 9 1bs
EAMBRRaR L e o TR 5 .9 lbs
Meat DEOE. i vns R i T R R e i i
PO e o 0 e v uvn sl e N TR ST TR Rl R 15 lbs
BT ot v e e . . SR .. 6 1bs
| [Vl o) s P R E Rt Sl B o T o S e T et 40 lbs,

List o Food Premises
Tlotele, Inns, Public Houses and Wine Merchants.,...22

SWEET SROPE. o o o uumticn e il s sty @ miinad b 13
Grocers BhDDBs s sens bima s tris e s LN b e 1

Cafes and Cafes with shopSssssesesicnccninnenen, avad2 &
Butchers and Cooked Meat shoﬂs..................... T

Fish merchants and i'ried fish 2hop8..eessvssesssces L
Greengrocers and fruit shooS...sseensaa dw s w > & i 61
Confectioners and brefd ShopBec.sessssssssssannssin b

BN ey vins s s i odmintban vt AL R A N 3 nln e e )

Ice Crean PreniScs..cessecesenscss e i RN o .23
Council Houses.

Hougeg cormloted during bhie. FEET oo .eem.easmsines ks astarmn . 30

Houscs commenced but still under construction at the g
0lnes of the YeaTsuss san «spmnsis st sisbaily s bsimms v oy iyt 21

Private IHouscs.
Number of privatc houscs erocted during the year.civiceeves 3

Under conetruction at the end of the Y0ar....:escrssssmasas &




SECTION G

PREVALENCE O DIFECTIOUS DISLEASTS.

Searlet fever.,..oe.. il
PO\ TNON 1 e s 000006 0sse Gk
Whooping coughee.s:..o 12
Tuberculosis (Pulm.).. 2
MeHsloBee ne e veaes al
Food Polisoninga....... 2

Hunber of cascs on Tubereculosis Register.

31/13/55

PUIMETIAMNY, ;oo viaane s .15
Hon=Pulmonaryeessesse S

Two now cascs of Pulmonary Tuberculosis were notificd during the year.

Food Poisoning

Tvo cascs of food poisoning were notified during the year, the causes
in both cases being unknovn.

AGE TICIDENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

TEAR. Secarlet Vhooping Pneumoniaz  Tuberculosis. Measles Food

fever Cough Poisoning.
Under 1
E =T L 1 18
53- L 2
i & 6 ;
10- 14 1 i T % i
15— 2L

25 and over, 1 1t 2













