[Report 1951] / Medical Officer of Health, Blackwell R.D.C.

Contributors

Blackwell (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1951

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/jqgae83eb

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

Unable to display this page

































6% | PO 1910 | 000 [ 000 | OO0 | 000 | 9TL | 9% 0 | £LI TH TTAMMOVT
¥'9% L0 § 820 | 000 | 100 | 000 | 000 | I'EL | LE0 | B'LI uopuo|
9.Lg | O |80 | 000 | 100 | 000 | 000 |STI | 8E0 | L9 000°06—000"cg suonemdog
(poasnlpe [g61) umo] Jaqewis g
6EE 91 1920 |00°0 | 100 | 000 | 000 | ¥EL | SFO |ELI UOpuo| sSulpniul 'sumoy,
jeals) pue sydnolog Ajunod) 9z
9'6% ¥l J8€0 | 000 | 100 | 000 | OO0 |SCI |9E0 | SSI sd[epy pU® pue[duz
= o = L = =
dle ol & | 5 | B 3 BB o, @
EZlEwEl B | B 8 | BE| B | 9| 2= 8¢
e [SShRY o Er =] - a = E~|lEe
m = M ook m M H m.. =] = - . e
= B ®, uonye ndog
[E30L
sy 000‘1 aad
aary gon't [uoenemdod goo‘1l 1ad a3y -yieeq [EnUUY ajel-yng
1ad agey

"IS6T JBAx 9y} Sunnp LiEpo jo sisf[euy pue ‘ajel-iea( ‘ojei-ypig

























16

HOUSING

The most urgent need of the district from a public health point
of view continues to be the erection of more houses. People are
still living in property which 16 years ago was condemned as unfit
for occupation. This condemned property is gradually becoming
worse and owing to the number of persons living in lodgings taking
priority, it is very difficult to re-house the tenants of condemned
property.

The requirements of the public for more houses is as great as
ever 1t was, particularly in the villages of South Normanton, Pinxton,
Blackwell, Langwith and Shirebrook.

126 houses and 16 bungalows have been completed by the
Council during the year and 8 by private enterprise. The Council
increased their number by 54 on last vear’s figure.

HOUSING STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR.

Number completed by the Council ... i |0
Number completed by Private enterprise ... 6

1. Inspection of Dwellinghouses during the year.

1. (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for
Housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts) SR

(b) Number of inspecticns made for the purpose ... 1529
2. (a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under

sub-head 1 above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated

Regulations 1925, and 1932. 11
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 112
3. Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a state

so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation ... G
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4. Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-heading)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit for
human habitation. Rl

2. Remedy of defects during the Year without service of formal
Notices.

Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local Authority
of their Officers. i 067

3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year.
1. Proceedings under Section 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936.
(a) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs ... 4

(b) Number of dwellinghouses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices —

(a) By owners ... 3
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners .... —

2. Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

(a) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied. .. 1

(b) Number of dwellinghouses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices, "
(a) by Owners. 1
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners ... —

4. Proceedings under Section 11 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1936.
(a) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made ... 3
(b) Number of dwellinghouses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders....

(¢) Number of dwellinghouses demolished by
informal action ... —
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION
OF FOOD

As all slaughtering of food animals, except emergency slaughters
takes place at Chesterfield Abattoir, no ante-mortem inspection is
possible. - Post-mortem inspection is carried out in respect of all
notifications of emergency slaughtering, and all pigs slaughtered
for home consumption where notification of such slaughtering is
received.

For the number of animals slaughtered and examined in the
Southern Area see the Sanitary Inspector’s report.

It will be noted that during the period of peak killing the private
slaughterhouse of Messrs. W. H. Brown and Sons, High St. Tibshelf,
was open from September to December, a period of 15 weeks com-
pared with 7 weeks last year. 4,153 animals were slaughtered.
The opening of this slaughterhouse entails a considerable amount of
overtime as well as much inconvenience during the normal working
hours. Killing frequently takes place at week-ends and up to 10 p.m.
This year 134 hours was spent in working overtime in this connection.

URGENT SANITARY REQUIREMENTS

1. Abatement of overcrowding.
2. Conversion of pail closets.

3. Properties with one tap to four or five houses to have a proper
water supply.

4. Demolition of certain slum properties, particularly at Pinxton
and South Normanton.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT

No person was removed compulsorily to hospital under Section
47 of this Act.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

Scarlet Fever.

Only 62 cases were notified, the majority being school children.
The disease was of a mild type.

Measles and Whooping Cough.

577 cases of Measles and 171 of Whooping Cough were reported.
Of these 248 measles and 85 whooping cough were in the village of
Shirebrook.

Diphtheria.

No notifications of this disease were received.

Every effort is made for children to be immunised. It is very
important that there should be no lessening of the immunisation
campaign. Owing to the absence of diphtheria some parents are
inclined to leave immunisation alone and if they persist in allowing
their children to be unprotected there may be a return of diphtheria
outbreaks. In recent months there has been in the country one or
two sharp reminders of this. As the occurrence of the disease
diminishes, fewer and fewer parents have any direct knowledge,
let alone first-hand experience of diphtheria, which is apt to make
them dangerously unmindful of the disease or mistakenly to believe
that it has been almost got rid of in this country.

Parents must be made to realise that diphtheria is still a deadly
threat and it is still imperative that their children should be
immunised.

468 primary injections were carried out during the year and a
large number of children who had already been immunised had
boosting doses. The majority of these primary cases were children
between the age of one and two years.

Last year there were only 32 fatal cases compared with 49 in
1950 and notifications were only 699 as against 959 (in England
and Wales),
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The situvation is now being reached—a situation scarcely
dreamed of in 1940, when the immunisation campaign started—when
the eradication of diphtheria as an indigenous disease in this country
can be foreseen as a very real possibility within the next few years,
providing there is no slackening in the immunisation efforts that
have been so dramatically successful in the past ten years.

The startling success of immunisation is shown by the fact that
before the war deaths averaged 2,800 a year. In 1937 there were
61,339 cases of the disease, causing 2,963 deaths, nearly all of
children.

In 1950, the lastest year for which detailed returns are available,
70 of the 83 county boroughs in England and Wales had no deaths
from diphtheria, and 33 did not have a confirmed case.

If an un-immunised child catches the disease his chances of
dying are seven times greater than those of an immunised child.

Poliomyelitis.

Three suspected cases were notified but in only one a man of
28 years, was the disease confirmed. The case was of the non-
paralytic type and the man recovered without any disability.

Food Poisoning.

There were no outbreaks reported but two notifications were
received. A boy of 10 years of age was infected with bacillus typhi
murium while staying at a seaside holiday camp. The child’s
father and sister were also slightly affected but all three recovered.
I understand there were several cases at this camp. The other case
was a baby of 8 months who had eaten some custard before her
illness. I was unable to obtain a sample for investigation. The
child subsequently died. The home was dirty and the mother
careless.

Cerebro spinal meningitis.

One notification was received and the diagnosis confirmed. The
patient, a girl aged 1} vears lived in the parish of Blackwell. The
disease could not be traced to any previous case.
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WATER SUPPLIES
Shirebrook.

Number of houses supplied by the Council's water and having same
laid on to sink 2566. Population 10,033,
Number of houses with external stand pipes 2. Population 4.

Scarcliffe.

Number of houses supplied by the Council’s water and having same
laid on to sink 2050. Population 7.946.
Number of houses with external stand pipes 8. Population 26.

Ault Hucknall.

Number of houses supplied by the Council’'s water and having same
laid on to sink 542. Population 2,123,

Glapwell.

Number of houses supplied by the Council’'s water and having same
laid on to sink 296. Population 1,023.

Pleasley.

Number of houses supplied by the Council’s water and having same
laid on to sink 672. Population 2,637.

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

During the year regular examinations have been made of
refuse tips and sewage works.

No serious infestation was reported and the regular routine
work continued.

Premises visited ... 69
Rats destroyved 231
Clean baits laid . 705
Poison baits laid ... 204

Treatment of Sewers.

The usual maintenance treatment was carried out and 88 pre-
baits laid. There were only two part takes.
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September ... 24,012 — 1,016 26 512
October s 25050 32 2 11 348
November ... 23,111 40 814 14 519
December ... 23,991 61 828 18 441
Total ... 278,725 477 28,110 259 5,766

PROVISION OF DUSTBINS

Since April of this year the Council have supplied dustbins
where necessary and up to the end of the year the number delivered
being 484 at a total cost of £709 16s. 0d. '

DISINFECTION
Number of infected rooms dealt with ... 590
Bundles of bedding removed 102

One Morris van is used on the work of disinfection and treatment
of Scabies for the whole of the District, and during the year 15,337
miles were covered in connection with this work.

SALVAGE.
The total weight of salvage collected during the year was 1894
tons as compared with 157 tons in 1950.

Included in this was 133 tons of paper as compared with 140
tons in 1950.

The collection of kitchen waste has had to be abandoned owing
to the small amount placed in the bins provided for the purpose.
There is a great number of private pig keepers in the Northern Area
who rely on their neighbours scraps to help out with the feeding.

I. N. CREEAR,
Sanitary Inspector, Northern Area.












Sinks :
New sinks provided 8
New sink waste pipes provided 4
Sink waste pipes repaired 7
Closet Accommodation :
Buildings repaired 27
Closets cleansed . 6
Water closet clsterns pn}wded or repalred 5
Water closet pedestals renewed 16
Water closet service pipes repaired ... 42
Closet pails renewed ... e 2
Ashplaces, Ashbins, etc.
Defective ashbins renewed ... 30
Number of Ashbins renewed by District Cnunml
(rate charge) 1951/52 ... 502
Ashplaces and middens abolished 2
Ashbins provided in lieu of ashplaces and middens 7
Miscellaneous :
Dangerous, defective and dilapidated buildings demolished 5
Accumulation removed 8
Manure pits provided or repmred : 1
Urinals provided, repaired and cleansed 8
Nuisances abated from keeping of animals 5
Other nuisances abated .. . 12

No legal pmceedmgs were taken fDI‘ the enfnrcement Df natlces

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION

The Council’s policy of conversion of pail closets by carrying
out the work and recovering half the cost has been actively pursued.
The work is carried out by the Engineer’'s Department on a price
list agreed with an approved list of Contractors By the end of the
vear 484 pail closets had been converted to water closets and work
at manv others was in hand. The progress on this work reflects
great credit on the Engineer and his staff,
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A total of 106 (100 Council, 6 private) new houses have been
completed, and 11 cases of overcrowding abated. In spite of this
the need for additional houses is still very urgent. Mining sub-
sidence and open cast mining has very much retarded the Council’s
housing programme and any hope of an early abatement of over-
crowding and the provision of better accommodation for those
families sharing houses.

Details of ov:recrowding, and of houses subject to Demolition
Orders, are set out below :—

No. of Houses Cases of No. of Persons
Parish Overcrowding Overcrowding  affected by
on 31st Dec.,, abated during abatement
1951 1951
South Normanton 26 8 45
Pinxton 13 1 5
Blackwell 3 1 11
Tibshelf 5 1 10
47 11 71

Houses subject to Demolition Orders.
(Section 11 and Clearance Areas) :

South
Pinxton Normanton Blackwell Tibshelf Total
Still occupied 1 14 2 1 18
Vacant and awaiting
demolition (derelict) 5 24 — 3 32
Total 6 38 2 4 50

Four houses subject to Demolition Orders are in use under the
provisions of the Defence (General Regulations), as follows :—

REGULATION 68a : Two houses.

RecuraTion 51 @ (Requisitioned by Council). Two houses.

ERADICATION OF VERMIN,
The steady decline in the number of bed bug infestations, due
to improved vermicides, has continued, only two cases having been
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dealt with during the year. Treatments for the eradication of
cockroaches has been the chief work carried out under this heading.

During the year 51 visits were made, and details of the work
carried out are given below :—

Cockroaches.
Number of Council houses disinfested ... 13
Number of private houses disinfested ... 4

Other Vermin.

Number of Council houses disinfested for Ants 4
Number of private houses disinfested for Bed Bugs 2
Total 23

. The whole of this work has been carried out by the Council’s
trained staff, the following methods being used :—

Cockroaches Floor boards removed near fireplaces, skirtings
etc., eased and sprayed with Gamm xane
powder (DD.034) by means of a foot pump.

Ants Spraying with Gammexane powder and
Liquid.
Bed Bugs Spraying with Gammexane liquid (L.044).

SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES

The Chesterfield Municipal Abattoir continues to be used as the
regional slanghterhouse for this area, but during the period of peak
killing several private slaughterhouses wee also used. The
premises of Messrs. W. H. Brown & Sons, High Street, Tibshelf,
were open from September to December, 1951, a period of 15 weeks,
compared with 7 weeks during 1950. During this period 4,153
animals were slaughtered compared with 1,230 during 1950. As
the Ministry of Food has very little consultation with the local
authority prior to opening a seasonal slaughterhouse and no infor-
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mation can be gained as to the policy of the Ministry in this matter,
it is impossible to adequately deal with this work without severe
strain on existing staff. Killing frequently takes place at week-
ends and up to 10 p.m. and resulted in the working of 134 hours
overtime.

So far as other work, such as slaughtering, has permitted,
careful attention has been directed to the conditions under which
meat and other food is stored, prepared for sale and transported.
For this purpose 318 inspections were made and 17 notices served
and complied with, details of which are given below :

Improvements under the Food & Drugs Act, 1938 include :—
11 improved washing facilities, 2 improved closet accommodation,
2 new ceilings, 1 new meat counter, 1 improved refuse storage and
2 shops cleansed.

Attention under the Food Handling Bye-laws has been drawn
to six contraventions.

No. of Animals slaughtered and examined.

Cows |B'locks Heiiersi! Pigs | Sheep | Calves

Emergency it : 1 — - = — ==
Cottagers - e = 24 - o
M/F. temporary
slaughterhouse ...| 187 114 218 — | 3084 550
188 | 114 | 218 | 24 | 3084 | 550

Unsound Food.

During the year 19,595 lbs. of meat and meat offal were con-
demned, in addition to a large quantity of tinned goods. 44.59%
of the amount of meat and meat offal condemnations were due to
Tuberculosis, and seven localised cases of Cysticercus Bovis were
detected. In these cased the affected parts were condemned and
the carcases sent to cold storage.
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WATER SUPPLY

The water supply to the district has been satisfactory both in
quantity and quality. One sample of spirng water used by a farm,
was reported to be unsuitable and at the close of the year arrange-
ments were well in hand to provide this farm with a district water
supply.

It will be noted that only 3 houses (involving 6 persons) are
without a district supply and that all houses, except 178, have a
piped internal supply of water. A small number of houses are
supplied with water from adjoining districts.

Samples of water have been examined as follows —

Bacteriological Chemical

Examination. Analysis.
District supply 52 satisfactory. 9 satisfactory.
1 unsatisfactory.
Spring supply 1 unsuitable. 1 unsuitable.
Alveton UDIC, . 1 satisfactory.
Chesterfield Joint
Water Board ... 1 satisfactory.

It will be noted from the following schedule that 99.95 per cent.
of the houses in the area are supplied with water from the Council’s

main :—
Houses Percentage

Number of houses without district water
supply and using well water, etc. ... : 3 05
Number of houses without an internal ura.ter
supply, but using external stand pipes served

by district water supply i 175 3.19
(Stand pipes vary from 1 to 1 house tc- 1 tﬂ 6

houses)

Number of houses with an internal supply of

district water ... s B RO 96.76

FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1938,

Ice Cream (Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1947,
Close supervision of the manufacture, storage and sale of ice
cream has continued. There has been very little room for
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As a matter of routine all Council refuse tips and sewage works
are examined monthly, and this work has kept these premises free
from serious infestation. In almost all cases where private premises
are infested, the work of eradication is carried out by the Council’s
staff at the occupier’s cost.

A total of 239 inspections and visits have been made and 3
notices served and complied with. Two warnings regarding failure

to fence ricks prior to threshing was issued and 12 complaints dralt
with.

Summary of Work Done -
CounciL PREMISES.

Number of premises examined .. = 66
Number of rats killed by dogs, ferrets 7 159
Number of pre-baits laid 456
Number of poison baits laid ... 95
Number of post baits laid 42
PrRIVATE AND BUSINESS PREMISES.
Number of premises examined .... 14
Number of test baits laid 21
Number of pre-baits laid 118
Number of poison baits laid ... 20
Number of post baits laid 4
Number of burrows gassed ... 1
SHOP AND HoUSE PREMISES RE-MOUSE INFESTATION.
Number of premises examined.... 9
Number of pre-baits laid 469
Number of poison baits laid ... 168

TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS

There are no recognised camping grounds in the area. The
continuance of open cast mining and the difficulty in securing
suitable housing accommodation has resulted in a slight increase in
the number of temporary dwellings in use. Licencing of these
dwellings under the Public Health Act, 1936, has been discontinued
and control is being excercised under the provisions of the Town and
Country Planning Acts.






























