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STATISTICS OF THE AREA.

Area (acres) i 21,922
Rateable Value, 1942 . : ... £165,898
Sum represented by a Penny Rate, 1942 : £622

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

As stated in previous reports, the social conditions are
mainly industrial, the chief occupation of the inhabitants
being coal mining and agriculture.

During 1942 the number of evacuees diminished still
further, but owing to the bringing back of ex-miners into
the coal industry and other causes, the housing shortage
still remains very difficult, and one of the first public
health duties after the war will be the building of houses
to relieve the very acute shortage.

The Elm Tree, Amber House and Amber Vale Hostels
still continue to do good service, although the number of
children treated at Elm Tree Hostel, which comes directly
under my care, has been less than in previous years. The

following 93 cases were admitted into Elm Tree as com-
pared with 134 in 1941:—

43 Scabies.

5 Enuresis.

15 Difficult children.

4 Verminous heads.

13 Scabies and verminous heads.
4 Mumps.

1 Dermatitis.

4 Impetigo.

1 Seborrhoea Eczema.

3 Malnourished children.
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Chief Causes of Invalidity in the District.

Scabies still continues to be the most common cause of
invalidity in this area and the disinfestation centres at Elm
Tree Hostel and Bolsover Baths were kept very busy.
There is no doubt that the disease has increased very con-
siderably as the result of the war, and 894 cases were
treated this year at the two disinfestation centres as com-
pared with 267 an 1941. Although there are such large
numbers having treatment the position is more reassuring
in that the treatment given is more efficient and cases can
be cured rapidly by two or, at the most, three baths.

There has also been an increase in the number of cases
of verminous heads amongst . children. This is partly due
to the fact that large numbers of mothers are on war
work and have not the time to look after their little ones
properly.

Nutrition of School Children.

In my opinion, there has been no deterioration in the
nutrition of school children in this district since the be-
ginning of the war: if anything there has been an im-
provement even in those schools where mid-day meals are
not provided.

In some quarters it is stated that children over five
years of age are not getting sufficient Vitamin C. If this
was so, to any extent, scurvy would be very prevalent. It
would not be surprising, however, after four years of war
and scarcely any fruit imports if some children did show a
slight degree of Vitamin C. deficiency. This deficiency
tends to make them tire easily, their resistance to infection
is lowered and they are liable to fall a victim to colds and
infectious disease. Vitamin C. is present in lemon or orange
juice and in cow’s milk; it is also contained in tomato
juice, fresh fruit and vegetables. Although children obtain
extra Vitamin C. through having milk at school, it would
be a boon if fruit juices could be provided for children over
five years of age as well as for those under five.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES
OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

The Meden Valley Waterworks Committee supply up-
wards of one million gallons of water per day into the
district.

The water has been analysed at regular intervals and
found satisftactory.

Water Main Extensions.

The 3 inch water main in Fox Hill, Scarcliffe, has been
extended for a distance of 50 yards to supply 2 cottages
belonging to the Chatsworth Estates Co., hitherto supplied
by pump.

Eight Farm houses and small holdings and nine cottages
in Upper Langwith village and the locality known as Old
Hall belonging to Chatsworth Estates Co., and formerly
supplied from their private main, have been connected
to the Council's mains.

Sewerage and Sewage Disposal.

The main outfall sewer at South Normanton which had
been badly damaged by subsidence has been replaced by a
new 15 inch diameter outfall sewer 323 yards in length.

Closet Conversions.

The following conversions have been carried out under
the supervision of the Surveyor's department during the
year:—

Pails Privies
Pinxton L ST —
Fleagley = = o L — =
Scarcliffe £ o T e 6
South Normanton ... i | —
Totals:  u. = ol 9
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HOUSING.

No houses were erected during the year.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION

OF FOOD.
Milk Supply.

The National Milk Scheme continues to be popular, and
it is very essential if the nutrition of the school children,
babies and expectant mothers is to be maintained.

Pasteurization.

Cow's milk is a food of exceptional value for the
growing child. It contains a well-balanced mixture of fat,
carbo-hydrate, and first-class protein; it is rich in mineral
salts, especially calcium and phosphorus; and it contains
important vitamins. On the other hand, it is more often
infected with germs and more likely to give rise to disease
than any other common article of our dietary. Hence arises
the double problem of how to improve the nutritional
status of the young without spreading milk-borne disease,
and how to abolish milk-borne disease without lowering
nutritional standards.

About 5% of farms in this country are sending out milk
containing tubercle bacilli, and above 20% of milk contains
brucella abortus which causes Undulant Fever.

* Accredited ” milk appears to be as heavily infected
with tubercle as ungraded milk, and tuberculin-tested (T.T.)
milk is just as heavily infected with brucellus abortus as
ungraded milk.

Tubercle bacillus and brucellus abortus get into the milk
from the cow’s udder; germs of the typhoid, food-poisoning
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and dysentery get into the milk either from the fingers of
those handling the milk or from water used in washing the
cows udders and milk utensils, etc.

In England and Wales, between 1,500 and 2,000 deaths
from tuberculosis of bovine origin and 400 to 500 cases of
Undulant Fever occur each year.

In my opinion, pasteurization is the only way of
rendering the milk supply safe for human consumption.
Tuberculosis and Undulant Fever could be avoided by the
establishment of tuberculin-tested and abortion-free herds.
Since about 40 per cent. of the cattle in this country react
to the tuberculin test, and about one in every 200 cows is
excreting tubercle bacilli, the establishment of sufficient
T.T. herds to provide liquid milk for the human population
would be an enormous task. The only practicable method
at present of providing a safe milk supply is by pasteuri-
zation. ;

The tubercle bacillus is destroyed by a temperature of
145 F. in 5 to 10 minutes and other organisms at a less
temperature. In pasteurization the milk is kept between
145 and 150 for half an hour.

Meat and Other Foods.

Meat is still slaughtered and distributed from the Public
Abattoir at Chesterfield. The local Allocation Depots have
been discontinued and the meat is now allocated from
Chesterfield by the local butchers' representatives and dis-
tributed direct.

Owing to the shortage of feeding stuffs, etc., much of
the English meat is below pre-war quality.
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PREVALENCE OF, 'AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Diphtheria.

16 notifications were received and all the cases were
removed to hospital.

In spite of war conditions such as rationing, and the
movement of population from different parts of the country,
etc., cases of this disease have diminished very considerably
during the last five years, as you will see from the follow-
ing table:—

Year: No. of Cases:
1938 R . ; 142 é
1939 . 48 85
1940 a At : 36
1941 . 45
1942 o 16

The immunisation proceeded fairly satisfactorily in this
area during 1942, By the end of June 65% of school chil-
dren and 2006 of toddlers were immunised and at the end
of December the number had increased to 74% and 38%
respectively. The estimated number of school children in
the district is 6,368 and toddlers 3,080, of these over 6,000

have been immunised.

Anti-toxin is supplied free to the medical practitioners,
and in all cases it is given promptly.

Scarlet Fever.

100 cases have been notified and of these 98 were re-
moved. The disease was of a mild type and the infection
was almost entirely amongst school children.

At the beginning of the year there were 14 cases at
Pinxton. In July the disease broke out in the hamlet of
Newton and was confined almost entirely to a block of
houses known as Primrose Terrace. In August and Sep-

tember cases were reported from Shirebrook and Langwith.
There were no deaths.
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The phthisis death-rate is 0.51 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion.

The ratio of non-notified tuberculosis deaths to total
tuberculosis deaths is 8 to 31.

Tuberculosis in War-time.

Since the commencement of the war there has been an
increase in deaths of 12.19% in this country of persons
suffering from tuberculosis. The cause has been attributed
to various reasons, such as the evacuation from Tuberculosis
Hospitals and Sanatoriums in September, 1939, to make
room for expected air raid casualties with the consequent
return to their homes of numerous patients in an infective
state, the institution of black-out which by diminishing ven-
tilation increased cross infection and possibly lowers general
resistance, the overcrowding in the homes due to destruc-
tion of residential property by enemy action, the evacuation
of the public which may have led to billeting in homes con-
taining infective tubercular persons and conversely the in-
troduction of tubercular persons into healthy homes, the
evacuation of town populations to the country with the
result that many children previously supplied with pasteur-
ised milk have had to change over to a raw milk supply,
the drinking of tubercular milk, etc.

Also, owing to the demands for more labour, persons
who are suffering from the disease and who in peace time
would have had little chance of obtaining employment are
being drawn into industry, and are multiplying the foci of
infection. The average number of employees working in
factories has increased, thus augmenting the number of
those exposed to tubercle bacilli and widening the range of
infectivity of any tubercular persons working in the fac-
tory. Large numbers of persons who before the war were
relatively isolated are entering factories where they meet
for the first time conditions which are peculiar to herd life.
Not only are they exposed to more infection, but instead of
being housed and fed at home they fend, and often indif-
ferently, for themselves. The general resistance of worklers
in all callings is likely to be lowered by an inadequate
amount of rest and recreation resulting from hours of
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labour necessarily increased in order to meet the needs of
war, for fatigue has always been held to be one of the most
important pre-disposing factors in tuberculosis.

To deal with the situation it is proposed to take the
following steps:—

(1) the pasteurisation of milk should be extended through-
out the country, and where this is not practicable, milk
should be boiled;

(2) mass radiography by which whole groups of persons
can have their chests X-raved;

(3) more institutional treatment of tuberculosis. A good
deal is now available but cannot be used because of
the lack of nurses and domestic staff:

(4) financial help greater than that obtainable under the
National Health Scheme should be made for persons
with tuberculosis in view of the prolonged treatment
usually required. Re-habilitation should be considered
an essential part of the treatment of tubercular persons
and arrangements made for the gradual returning to
industry of such patients on a basis of part-time or
modified work. During such a period a supplement to
wages should be provided in order that an adequate
standard of living can be maintained by the patient
and his family;

(5) General working conditions. It is of the first impor-
tance that continual watchfulness should be maintained
upon the working conditions of young emplovees, par-
ticularly in regard to hours of work, transport difficul-
ties, rest periods, factory canteens and hostel arrange-
ments and their relation to sickness absence.

The following is a table giving the number of deaths
from tuberculosis in the Blackwell District during the last

five years:— Deaths from Tuberculosis:
Year Pulmonary Non-pulmonary Total
1938 . 15 . 1 e 16
1939 4 15 . 5 - 20
1940 22 5 : 27
1941 13 5 18

1942 _ 21 ; 10 31
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Venereal Disease.

For years the incidence of Venereal Disease in this dis-
trict has been very low, but since the commencement of
the war there has undoubtedly been an increase in the
country. All over England a widespread drive has been
made to make people understand the seriousness of the
disease and the necessity for adequate treatment. There is
no doubt that clean living and self control is the chiet way
to escape infection. Since the commencement of the war
there has been laxity in this respect by numbers of people
and, consequently, the disease has become more prevalent.

The Government desire that persons should be instruc-
ted on the risks of promiscuity and on the duty of seeking
early treatment. They have passed a Statute, known as
Regulation 33B, making it an offence for persons having
Venereal Disease to refuse proper treatment and in certain
cases where there is a danger of spreading it to others, as
in the case of prostitutes, these persons may be sent to
prison.

There is no doubt that increased recreational opportuni-
ties for seamen in ports and for industrial centres, where
the workers are living away from home, would tend to
check Venereal Disease, as these persons, having nowhere
particular to go in their off duty, get bored, and often
resort to alcohol and bad company. There is also no doubt
that solicitation as it exists in some large towns is a potent
cause of Venereal Disease.

The nearest treatment centre for people residing in this
area i1s at the Chesterfield and North Derbyshire Roval
Hospital at Chesterfield. The Clinic is open on the fol-
lowing days:—

For the Northern Area:

Males: Females:
Tuesdays, 4.30 to 6.30 p.m. Tuesdays, 2 ta 4 p.m.
Fridays, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. Fridays, 11 to 12.30 a.m.

For the Southern Area:

Males: Females:
Mondays, 6 to 8 p.m. Mondays, 3 to 5 p.m.
Wednesdays, 6 to 8 p.m. Thursdays, 6 to 8 p.m.

Saturdays, 11.30 to 1.30 pm.
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SOUTHERN AREA.

Comprising the parishes of Blackwell, Pinxton,
South Normanton and Tibshelf - 7,296 acres.

Sanitary Inspector: ROBERT CLARKSON.

(i.) Certificate of Royal Sanitary Institute and
Sanitary Inspectors’ Examination Joint

Board.

(i1.) Certificate of Royal Sanitary Institute

(Meat and other Foods).

(iii.) Member of Sanitary Inspectors’ Association.

Offices: Victoria Street, South Normanton, Derbys.

SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS.

General Sanitation:

Drainage
Stables and ngenes ..........
Sanitary Conveniences, Ashplaces and ﬁshbms

Re-Inspections of Sanitary Conveniences,
Ashplaces and Ashbins

Tents, Vans and Sheds
Factories and Bake-houses
Refuse Collection .. ..
Refuse Disposal
Rats and Mice
Schools

Shops Acts
Petroleum Acts ... .. e
Inquiries re Cases of Infectious DISEH.EE
Interviews and Appointments
General Inspections :
Miscellaneous Sanitary Visits

...............

...............

142
26
338

185

27
187
98
57

Sy

18
317

464









24

Ventilators repaired

Premises drained by provision of cesspool

Cesspools repaired

Cesspools abolished

Cesspools cleansed

Drains connected to sewer . e
Length of drainage examined . ... yards

Sinks:

New sinks provided .. TR IR (e
New sink waste pipes provided Tt AP i)
Sink waste pipes repaired gy S

Closet Accommodation:

Buildings repaired @ ... I SRt i
Closets cleansed ... A ) e T
Water closet cisterns provided or repaired ... ...
Water closet pedestals renewed

Water closet service pipes repaired

Closet pails rehewed ... ... . .

Ashplaces, Ashbins, etc.

Defective ashbins renewed TR O ) T,
Ashplaces and middens abolished — ... ... ...

Ashbins provided in lieu of ashplaces and middens ....-

Miscellaneous:

Dangerous, defective and dilapidated buildings
demolished R I T Y e R

Accummilation removed = .. 0 BV LL L EE
Manure pits provided or repaired Lok g B
Urinals repaired and cleansed ... .. ...
Nuisances abated from keeping of animals

Other nuisances abated ... ... e

bl w | 8

L b = = L
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The work required under four statutory notices was
carried out by the Council in default of the owners, from
whom the costs were recovered. This necessitated the re-
laying of one drain and the provision of five ashbins.

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION.

There has been little alteration during the year to the
types of sanitary conveniences in use, arid the details of
those in use are similar to the figures set out in previous
reports. Only four conversions have taken place (two pail
closets and two waste water closets).

HOUSING ACT, 1936.

On account of the shortage of building operatives it has
been extremely difficult to secure the execution of work in
excess of the remedying of such serious defects as leaking
roofs, defective and leaking drains, etc. Many houses are
gradually falling into a state of disrepair, and the lack of
building operatives in the district is becoming a matter of
serious concern. Skilled building contractors working in
the district have been reduced by national service calls to
six men. Sixteen dwelling houses have been inspected
under the provisions of the Housing Act, 1936; of these,
fifteen were found to be suitable for repair and one house,
found to be unfit for human habitation, was represented
and a Demolition Order duly made. Of the fifteen houses
found to be not in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation, two had been repaired at the end of the vear
and notices were outstanding in respect of thirteen others.

Little change has taken place in the outstanding Clear-
ance Areas, with the exception of two unoccupied houses
which have been demolished by the owners.

Overcrowding has not received any special attentiom
during the year, particularly having regard to the fact that
the district still continues to house many evacuees, chiefly:
from the Southend and London areas. Of the cases of
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overcrowding originally reported upon 20 are still unabated.
Accurate information as to the true position regarding
overcrowding could only be obtained by a new survey of
the whole district.

One certificate under the Emergency Powers continues

to operate In respect of a house subject to a Demolition
Order.

One application for a certificate under the Rent and
Mortgage Restriction Act, 1920-23, was received, and the
certificate granted.

No work of disinfestation for the eradication of bed
bugs has taken place during the year.

SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES.

This work has received close attention during the year,
a total of 950 visits and inspections having been made to
premises preparing, storing or retailing food. As a result of
these inspections a total of 58 improvements have been
effected and 10 cwts. 39 lbs. of unsound food have been
dealt with.

The meat supplies for this area continue to be received
from the Chesterfield Regional Abattoir. There has been
an increase in the number of cottagers’' pigs slaughtered,
and 188 pigs have been examined (142 slaughtered at private
slaughterhouses and 46 slaughtered on farms or private
premises).

Six licences in respect of pasteurised milk are in opera-
tion under the provisions of the Milk (Special Designations)
Order, 1936, and two premises have been registered under
Section 14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938.
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Milk Samples:

The following samples of milk were submitted for
examination:—

Pasteurised Milk:

Bacteriological examination 9 satisfactory
Phosphatase test 9 satisfactory
New Milk:
M/Blue test 50 (10 unsatisfactory)
B/Coli test : . 50 (10 unsatisfactory)
Biological examination . 35 (3 positive
tuberculosis)

It is pleasing to note that the samples of Pasteurised
milk were all reported to be satisfactory.

As there is no standard for the bacterial cleanliness of
New Milk, the samples taken were judged on the standard
laid down for Accredited Milk. On this basis 800 of the
samples of ordinary new milk were equal to Accredited
Milk and 209% were below such standard. Where pro-
ducers failed to reach this standard they were advised, after
their methods had been investigated, and in all cases sub-
sequent samples have been equal to Accredited standard.

Of the samples of milk submitted for biological exami-
nation three were reported to contain living tubercle bacilli
and as these milks were being retailed as ordinary new
milk, there was a definite danger of the spread of tuber-
culosis. As a result of these samples three cows were re-
moved from the milk herds, slaughtered and found to be
affected with tuberculosis in an advanced state. In certain
cases the Inspector is not always able to find the infected
cow as a result of an ordinary veterinary examination, ant
further samples have to be taken for biological examination,
with a loss of some 3 to 4 weeks before the infection is
removed from the herd. In such cases it is highly desirable
that local authorities should have powers to compel pas-
teurisation of the milk until the infected animal has been
removed from the herd.
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RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

The Council continue to administer delegated powers in
respect of this Act.

A part-time Rat Catcher is employed under the super-
vision of the Sanitary Inspector. All premises (tips, sewage
works, etc.) owned by the Council are regularly examined,
and any rat infestation is immediately dealt with. This
routine work has proved very effective, with a result the
majority of the Council’s premises are free from infestation.

During the year 57 inspections were made and 95 rats
killed by dogs and ferrets.

One notice reguiring the repair of a rat infested drain
was served and complied with.

SCAVENGING AND SALVAGE.

The whole of this work continues to be carried out by
direct labour. One of the 30 cwt. Morris Commercial refuse
vehicles has been replaced by a new 4 ton Austin refuse
vehicle. The increased size of this vehicle has materially
assisted in keeping the work of collection at a reasonable
level. Four motor vehicles (two 30 cwt. Morris Commer-
cial, one 2 ton Karrier Bantam and one 4 ton Austin) are
used on this work. For the cleansing of closet pails and
cesspools a specially constructed tank is placed in one ofi
the lorries.

Difficulties caused by shortage of suitable labour and
shortage of spare parts for motor lorries, together with
special salvage drives, have tended to cause delays in the
collection of domestic refuse. Nevertheless, it has been
possible to maintain this service at almost pre-war level.
The refuse continues to be disposed of by controlled tipping.
No delay has arisen in connection with the cleansing of
closet pails, and the night soil has been disposed of to local
farmers for spreading on the land.
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Premises dealt with:

Ashbins (cleansed weekly)
Number of ashplaces 3 (cleansed weekly)
Number of privies and middens 23 (cleansed monthly)
Closet pails (cleansed weekly)
Number of cesspools 33 (cleansed quarterly)

‘The returns for the recovery and disposal of salvage for
the period 1st April, 1942, to 31st March, 1943, show a
considerable improvement on previous years, the figures
being:—

1942-43: 631 tons 7 cwts. 30 lbs., £1,937 14 10.
1941-42: 465 tons 4 cwts. 30 lbs., £1283 8 3.
1940-41: 266 tons 10 cwts. 76 lbs., £764 3 11

The various materials dealt with are summarised below:

Tons cwts. lbs. a:  dl
Waste paper : a0 B 859 15 2
Baled destructor scrap . 50. 3 5 .. 101 410
Other ferrous metal . . s A R e . e (R |
Non-ferrous metal 280 0 [ (SRR R e
Textiles T L | MRS < i [
Rubber syt A3 48 pans2T 19, .5
Bones A W Eh i Tl By L b
Cinders g 28" 6 b0 o T 4 d
Bottles and jars = . e S LT B TR R
Cullet . i - Al e T
Kitchen waste . RO 0 ) I I
Miscellaneous (including lamp
caps, rabbit skins, string, etc.) 3 [ 1gin 2 Wi 9 8 4

During the year three special drives were made to secure
increased quantities of salvage. The success of these drives
is well reflected in the figures now submitted. Although
the waste paper collection was some 21 tons less than the
previous year, most other materials showed considerable in-
creases—approximate increases being rubber 40095, bones,
cullet and non-ferrous metal 10096, textiles and kitchen
waste 75%, ferrous metal 2590. The drives referred to
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were the Derbyshire County Salvage Drive, Second National
Waste Paper Contest, and the National Non-ferrous Metal
Drive.

At the beginning of the year the Salvage Stewards’
Scheme was put into operation; 170 stewards were obtained
and much of the success of the Council's salvage scheme is
due to their efforts. Each parish or hamlet has a separate
Salvage Stewards’ Committee, and the stewards are chiefly
engaged in canvassing their respective districts and helping
with local efforts.

In June arrangements were made to encourage school
children to increase their efforts to collect waste paper and
the Council decided to pay the schools at the rate of 2/-
per cwt. for paper collected. A Shield was obtained, and
it is presented every quarter to the school collecting the
most paper per head of children on roll. This scheme has
only met with average success.

Under the Council’s salvage scheme each house is visited
weekly for domestic refuse, when salvage is also collected.
Householders having been encouraged, since the inception
of the scheme, to keep salvage separate from domestic re-
fuse. Three warnings have been given to householders
during the year for failure to keep salvage separate. Sal-
vage so collected is placed in a specially constructed trailer,
one of which is attached to each refuse collection vehicle.
A total of 155 street bins have been provided for the re-
ception of kitchen waste. These are emptied twice weekly
and the waste sold direct to local pig keepers. Although
the average collection of kitchen waste is well over 1 ton
per 1,000 population per month, the local demand for the
material is in excess of the supply.

GENERAL.

The normal work of this department has been consider-
ably interfered with during the year by special war-time
activities, chief of these being salvage and Air Raid Pre-
caution duties. A total of 938 visits and inspections were















