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11 :
The introduction of a half-cream product has been a
great advantage in the case of delicate children who are
unable to digest the full cream dried milk.

Cod Liver Oil and Fruit Juices.

Arrangements for the provision of this for children
under two vears came into force during the week ending
December 13th. The W.V.S. kindly offered to attend one
afternoon each week at each distributing centre. 70% of
the children took advantage of this scheme.

Meat and Other Foods.

Meat continues to be slaughtered and distributed from
the Public Abattoir at Chesterfield. During 1941 1,194 visits
were paid to butchers’ shops and. 48 to markets.

Fo|£}d Poisoning.

During the summer two families suffering from this
disease were notified, one Shirebrook, and the other at
Hillstown. Tinned peas were suspected as being the cause
of the Shirebrook cases, but unfortunately it was impossible
to obtain the tin or any of the peas.

The Hillstown case attended a wedding feast where ham
and tongue had been eaten. All who partook of the tongue
were ill.

I was lucky enough to obtain the remains of the tongue.
and this, together with the faeces of one of the patients,
was forwarded to the Emergency Laboratory at Lincoln.
Bacilli aertryke (Bact. typho-murium) was found in both.

[t was unfortunate that I was. unable to obtain speci-
mens of the brine from which the tongue had been taken:
the weather was very warm at the time, and the tongue had
apparently decomposed during the three days after it was
taken from the brine. The butcher stated his wife had
eaten some of the tongue without ill effect on the second
day. :

Several of the persons attending the wedding feast stated
that the tongue had a disagreeable taste.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.
Diphtheria.

45 notifications were received. This disease has been
most prevalent at Pinxton and Scarcliffe. All cases were
removed to hospital.

One of the good things to come out of the war will be
the protection of child life from diphtheria. Immunisation
is simply the injection under the skin by a fine needle prick
of a few drops of fluid in two doses with an interval of
four weeks; the material used being supplied from Govern-
ment Laboratories. The procedure, which is simple, safe
and nothing worse than a pin prick, is best done in early
life. After the injections a few weeks are needed for full
protection to develop.

Immunisation (for which no *charge is made) is only
offered to children whose parents or guardians have given
written consent. There is no doubt that immunisation
reduces the incidence of clinical diphtheria to one-tepth of
the usual figure, and the fatality of the disease to zero.

During the year, 4,703 school children out of a total
school population of 7,453, and 580 under five out of an
estimated population under 5 of 2,743, were completely
immunised in this district. This corresponds to 63% of
school children and 219 of children under five. The figure
for school children is satisfactory but for toddlers it is not.
Five children who had been immunised developed diphtheria
five months after being inoculated; these children had the
disease in a very mild form.

Anti-toxin is supplied free to the medical practitioners,
and in all cases it is given promptly.

Scarlet Fever.

66 cases have been notified, and of these 63 were re-
moved. From the table it will be noted that the majority
of the cases came from Pinxton, Scarcliffe and Shirebrook.
Seven of the patients were evacuees.
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SCAVENGING AND SALVAGE.

The collection and disposal of refuse for the whole of
the area is carried out by direct labour. Four motor lorries
(three 30-cwt. Morris Commercial and one 2-ton Karriey
Bantam) are used, together with a specially constructed tank
which is fitted in one of the lorries for the collection oft
night soil and cesspool cleansing.

Difficulties caused by shortage of suitable labour and
shortage of spare parts for motor lorries, together with
special salvage drivers, have tended to cause delays in the
collection of domestic refuse. Nevertheless, it has been
possible to maintain this service at almost pre-war level.
The refuse continues to be disposed of by controlled tipping.
No delay has arisen in connection with the cleansing of
closet pails, and the night soil has been given to the farmers
for spreading on the land.

Legal proceedings were taken against a man for sorting
and disturbing the refuse tip. The case, the first of its kind
in the district, was dismissed on payment of 4/- costs.

Premises dealt with:

Number of Ashbins ... 5,356 (cleansed weekly)
Number of Ashplaces ... 3 (cleansed weekly)
Number of Privies and Middens 28 (cleansed monthly)
Number of Closet pails ... ... 1,861 (cleansed weekly)
Number of Cesspools ... 33 (cleansed quarterly)

The returns for the recovery and disposal of salvage for
the period 1st April, 1941, to 31st March, 1942, show a con-
siderable improvement on the previous year, the figures

being :—

1941-42. 465 tons 4 cwts. 30 lbs. £1.283 8s. 3d.
1940-41. 266 tons 10 cwts. 76 lbs.  £764 3s. 11d.





















