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BLACKWELL
RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT

FOR THE YEAR
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By
A. H WEAR, M.D,, BS,, D.P.H., B.Hy.
Medical Officer of Health,













PREFACE.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
BLACKWELL RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Gentlemen,
I beg to present my Seventeenth

Annual Report, which has been arranged in accordance
with Article 14 (3) of the Sanitary Officers Order, 1926.

The outbreak of War in September seriously dis-
located the Public Health Services and work in connec-
tion with A.R.P. and Evacuation had to take precedence,
Unfortunately, the tenants in several Slum Clearance Areas
at South Normanton are still requiring to be re-housed
and it is also regrettable that the general conversion scheme

had to be stopped.

I take this opportunity of thanking the Members
of the Council for their support and also my Sanitary
Inspectors for their energetic work during a period of
exceptional stress.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

A. H. WEAR,

Medical Officer of Health.
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Ambulance Facilities in the Area.

The ambulance services provided are adequate for the
needs of the district, and the following are available:—

(a) FOR INFECTIOUS CASES.

Ambulance facilities are provided by the North-east
Derbyshire Isolation Hospitals.

. (b) FOR NON-INFECTIOUS CASES.

In the Southern Area the Council have arranged for
the Red Cross Ambulance Station at Morton to serve this
part of the district, namely:—the Parishes of South Nor-
manton, Blackwell, Pinxton and Tibshelf. This ambulance

is available night and day and can be obtained at Telephone
No. Clay Cross 2235.

In the Northern Area the Bolsover U.D.C. Ambulance,
Church Street, Bolsover (Telephone, Bolsover 5) is available
for the Parish of Scarcliffe (Hamlets of Hillstown, Palter-
ton and Scarcliffe), Parish of Ault Hucknall (Hamlet of
Doe Lea) and Glapwell, and the Red Cross Ambulance,
Gilbert’s Garage, Creswell (Telephone, Creswell 214) is
available for the Parishes of Ault Hucknall (except Hamlet
.of Doe Lea), Pleasley, Scarcliffe (except Hamlets of Hills-
town, Palterton and Scarcliffe) and Shirebrook.

In addition to the above we have a reserve St. John's

Ambulance available at Mansfield (Telephone, Mansfield
820).

(c) FOR MATERNITY CASES.

Local ambulances provided by the collieries are used
for these cases, and also the ambulances for non-infectious
cases.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES
OF THE AREA.

No action has been taken by the County Council in pur-
suance of Section 57 of the Local Government Act, 1929,
or Section 307 or 320 of the Public Health Act, 1936.

Water.

The Meden Valley water, which supplies this area,
continues to give satisfaction; the supply is abundant and
the quality is excellent.

The Surveyor has called the Council's attention to the
threat to Budby well through subsidence of the ground in
the neighbourhood of the pumping station due to colliery
workings, by which part of the flow of the river Meden is
liable to overflow into a dyke which is now on a lower
level than the river and some two hundred feet nearer the
well. The water in the dyke was originally pure spring
water before being polluted.

A natural river flowing in the course of thousands of
years accumulates sediment and forms a more or less im-
pervious bottom. An artificially cut dyke, however, may
have a bottom not so imperviable, and hence polluted water
may sink into the underlying measures. The Budby well
i1s some 28 feet deep, and the Surveyor is rather afraid that
the Colliery subsidence may make fissures form in the
sandstone and cause pollution of the well from the dyke.
If there are no fissures polluted, water passing through
compact sand would be rendered pure in about 6 to 8 feet.
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Samples for chemical examination have been taken
every three months, and samples for bacteriological exami-
nation are taken periodically from the mains and every
three months from the Budby well. These samples have
been persistently satisfactory. The total hardness has in-
creased by 3 degrees since the water was first obtained,
but the permanent hardness has increased very little.

During the year some trouble has been experienced in
borehole No. 2 due to the presence of sand. Various
methods have been suggested to eliminate this nuisance
and the matter is still under consideration.

The following mains have been extended:
(1) Rotherham Road, New Houghton, to Housing Site for
Blackwell Rural District Council.

(2) Carter Lane, Shirebrook, to Building Site for Messrs.
Crooks & Butler Ltd.

(3) Long Lane, Shirebrook, to Building Site for Mr.
H. T. M. Langrick.

A new 4-inch main has been laid in Birchwood Lane,
South Normanton, to replace an old and defective
2-inch steel main.

Drainage and Sewerage.

Construction of a new Sewage Disposal Works at
Pinxton was commenced in July and satisfactory progress
is being made.

The following sewers have been extended:

(1) Carter Lane, Shirebrook, to Building Site for Messrs.
Crooks & Butler Ltd.

(2) Rotherham Road, New Houghton, to Housing Site for
Blackwell Rural District Council.
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Public Cleansing.

No alterations have been made in the scavenging ar-
rangements. Further details of this work will be found in
the Sanitary Inspectors’ reports.

Shops and Offices.

Particulars of the work carried out in connection with
the Shops Act will also be found in the Sanitary Inspectors’
reports.

Camping Sites.

No licences have been issued by this Council under
Section 269 of the Public Health Act, 1936, and no sites
have been used for camping purposes.

Smoke abatement.

The nuisance at Langwith caused by a burning Colliery
tip has abated. The Colliery are no longer tipping on the
site and there is now practically no smoke.

The nuisance arising from dust and grit coming from
the Langwith Colliery chimney still exists.

Swimming Baths and Pools.

The swimming bath at Tibshelf has been closed, and
there are now no baths or pools in this area.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

Number of houses found to be infested:
a. Council houses—5.
b. Other houses—29.

The work of disinfestation is carried out by the use of
Lawes Block Disinfestators and the spraying of Lawvercide.
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2.—Remedy of defects during the Year without service
of formal notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the Local Authority or their

Officers

3.—Action under Statutory Powers during the Year.
1.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
Act, 1986:—
(a) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices

were served requiring repairs ...

(b) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit
after service of formal notices—

(a) by owners : ”
(b) by Loeal Authority in defa.ult uf owners

2.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(@) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied

(¢) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices—

(@) by owners e
(6) by Local Authority in default of owners

8.—Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act, 19806 :—
(@) Number of dwelling-honses in respeet of which Demoli-
tion Orders were made

() Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of
Demolition Orders

56

94

86

18
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stalls on Shirebrook Market. All the stallliolders willingly co-operated
in carrying out the terms of the Regulations.

The “making-up”™ places were on the whole kept in a clean
condition during the year.

- Vehicles.—Covered vans are mostly used for delivering meat
in the Northern Area. [ am pleased to say that the butchers
are ready to fall in with any suggestions offered to ensure
eleanliness.

Meat Inspection.—During the year the carcases and organs
of 7,416 food animals were inspected in slaughter-houses and
shops, and were generally of good quality. Parts condemned will
be found under the heading “Food condemned and destroyed.”

Pigs killed by cottagers. The number of visits made for the
purpose of inspection was 114 as compared with 178 the previous

year.

During the year 12 emergeney calls under the Regulations
were dealt with.

Food condemned and destroyed.—The undermentioned articles
of food were condemned and destroyed as unfit for food:—

Beef ki 8,670 1bs.
Beef Offal ... 5,840 lbs.
Pork e 1,166 lbs.
Pork Offal ... 527 1bs.
Mutton and Mutton Offal 181 lbs.
Fish 28 lbs.
Cows H'fs Bul'ks Bulls Calves Pigs e Total
No. of
animals killed ... 790 110 466 7 21 8,420 2602 7,416
No. of

animals Inspected... 703 101 419 7 21 8,110 2,290 6,651
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Part 4—Overcrowding.

Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the year — 22
Number of families dwelling therein 29
Number of persons dwelling therein e V180

Number of new cases of overerowding reported during the

year 3
Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year Y :
Number of persons concerned in such cases ... 46

Two houses seriously affected by subsidence have been
temporarily closed by agreement with the owners. These houses
will be re-conditioned when subsidence is complete.

Legal proceedings were taken against the occupier of a house
subject to a Demolition Order and an Order for vacant possession
secured.

Since the introduction of the present legislation relating to over-
crowding 108 cases of overcrowding have been abated, affecting 692
persons. Many of the most serious cases of overcrowding still
remain, and there does not appear to be any prospect of securing
their abatement in the immediate future.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

Number of dwelling houses found to be bug infested :—

(a) Council houses ... e

(b) Other houses ... 24

(e) Total number of houses disinfested ... 9



-
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The work of disinfestation of these nine houses was carried out
by using Lawes Block Disinfestors and spraying with Lawvercide.
Two houses were fumigated by the Council at the owners’ expense
and the other 7 were dealt with by the owners.

Work in connection with the remaining 15 houses is in hand.

One bug infested house was sprayed with Lawvercide prior to
demolition.

SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES:—

Slaughter-houses.

At the end of the year 18 private slaughter-houses were in use,
all of which are subject to annual licensing. The use of two small
slanghter-houses was discontinued and the licences have not been
renewed. The slaughter-houses have been maintained in a satisfactory
state throughout the year.

Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933.

No of licences issued and expiring on 31/12/40 40

Sheep continue to be exempted, in this district, from the use of
the humane killer.

No. of Animals Slaughtered and Inspected.

Sheep
Cows H'f's Bul'ks Bulls Calves Pigs & Lambs Total

Killed in private
slaughter-houses 1,071 177 221 9 115 8,060 8,535 8,238

Slaughtered on
Farm Premises — — s et e — =

No. of animals
inspected ... 941 168 192 9 112 2,748 8,087 17,26
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RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION ACT, 1919:—

The Couneil continue to administer delegated powers in respect of
this Aect.

A part-time Rat Catcher is employed under the supervision of the
Sanitary Inspector. All premises (tips, sewage works, etc.) owned by
the Council are thoroughly examined every four weeks and any rat
infestation is immediately dealt with. This routine work has proved
very effective, with a result the majority of the Counecil’s premises are
free from infestation.

Special action was taken during National Rat Week by displaying
large posters throughout the whole district and by forwarding special
letters, together with copies of Leaflet No. 49 of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, to all premizes liable to rat infestation.
Special notices were also issued so that they were received on the
first morning in Rat Week. Local chemists and hardware dealers
co-operated by making special displays of poisons and traps.

During the year 66 inspections were made, 170 baits laid and 859
rats killed by dogs and ferrets.

PETROLEUM ACTS :—
Number of Licences granted ... 26

These premises have been maintained in a satisfactory condition
during the year.

SMOEE ABATEMENT :—

No smoke observations were made during the year and no
complaints regarding smoke nuisances received.

SWIMMING BATHS: —

The swimming bath at Tibshelf, administered by the Colliery &
Miners’ Welfare Committee, has now been elosed. This bath had not
been maintained in a satisfactory state for some time past and

several complaints were made before it was finally decided to close
the baths.
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SCAVENGING.

The Couneil undertake the collection and disposal of refuse in the
whole of the area.

CoLLECTION.

The whole of this work is carried out by motor transport, three
specially constructed refuse vehicles being used. Two 80 cwt. Morris
Commercial vehicles continue to be nsed, but the 30 ewt. Ford
vehicle has been dispensed with and replaced with a 2-ton Karrier
DBantam. This vebicle bas resulted in an improvement in the rate of
collection. A specially constructed tank, which is fitted in one of the
motor refuse vehicles, is used for night soil collection and cesspool
emptying.

Premizes dealt with.

Number of Ashbins ... 5,852 (680 bins are emptied twice per
week and the remaining bins are
emptied weekly).

Number of Ashplaces ... 3 (cleansed weekly).

Number of Privies & Middens 28 (cleansed every two weeks).

Number of Closet pails ... 1,046 (cleansed weekly).

Number of Cesspools ... 88 (cleansed every three months).

GENERAL :—

The working of this department has been considerably interfered
with by many additional duties in connection with the national
emergency. Housing work has almost become stationery, only a
slight reduction in the number of cases of overcrowding has taken
place and the number of inspeetions of such premises as cowsheds,
dairies, shops, factories, bakehouses, ete., are considerably below
average. In view of these cirenmstances, this report has been
abbreviated in certain sections.

ROBERT CLARKSON, MS.ILA., CRSI,

Sanitary Inspector, Southern Area.















