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SMALL POX. This disease, though not seen in your district
since 1893, is now showing signs of approach; cases having
been notified in the neighbouring counties of Yorkshire and
Linecolnshire. This fact imposes a certain responsibility on
every individual in the locality. The anticipation of an out-
break of Small Pox ought very largely to prevent its
occurrence, for in Vaccination we possess a very simple and
ready means of meeting the foe, should it at any time
assail as.

Daily, the advantage aceruing from Vaccination are being
pressed home to us with inereasing force. Inoculation against
other diseases than Small Pox was practically unknown a few
years back, but now a process somewhat similar to Vaccination
is applied to many other diseases, viz., Plague, Cholera,
Typhoid Fever, ete., with very promising results. We may
take it as practically proved that an attack of certain diseases
confers a degree of immunity from subsequent attacks.
Year by year fresh light is being thrown on this subject ; the
number of workers in this special field of enquiry is now very
large, and all the conclusions arrived at go to show that
Vacecination is sound in principle and successful in practice.

The latest Vaccination Act has now been in force over
12 months, and there are signs even in strongly anti-
vaccination districts that the opponents of this measure are
gradually caving in.

The course taken by the Government in introducing the
recent Act (1898), has had the salutary effect of robbing the
anti-vaccinators, grumblers, and public agitators of all ground
of complaint.
























Chart illustrating the relations of the number of deaths from Diarrhcea

to the number of Typhoid Fever tases notified during 1899, and to the

Earth Temperature taken 4 feet below the ground.
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The contents of the pails from the Colliery Village was
spread on land belonging to the Colliery Co., and the
scavenging of this part of Shirebrook was undertaken by the
Company, as a sub-contract. The only fault I had to find
with the work was that it was done too frequently, and that
the refuse was deposited too near to the dwelling-houses.
The pails were emptied daily, which greatly increased the
risks of loecal pollution by slopping.

DRAINAGE. It will be recollected that it is only three years
ago since the Blackwell District Council made application to
the Local Government Board for permission to borrow the

sum of £8,538 for purposes of sewerage and sewage disposal
for the parish of Pleasley.

The Shirebrook apportionment amounted to considerably
more than half that sum, for it was even then anticipated that
Shirebrook might possibly, within the near future, become a
place of considerable proportions, and provision was conse-
quently made for dealing with a population of from 7,000 to
8,000. BStartling as was the outlook, it must be admitted

that the calculations then made were not over estimated
'

The houses at New Bulwell and the Old Village all
discharge their slop water on to trapped gullies. At the
Colliery Village open drains have been permitted (con-
ditionally), which discharge their contents on to so-called coal
filters, which are in close proximity to the dwelling-houses,

and which, during certain seasons of the year, become
offensive.

These filters receive the urine and slop water alike, and
afford a convenient receptacle for all kinds of materials, from
cabbage stalks and potatoe peelings to old boots and mustard
tins. There is absolutely no purification whatever taking

place in the sewage during its passage through these so-called
filters, ;
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