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(2) Tuberculosis

MALES | FEMALES

Pul. [Non.-P.| Pul. |[Non.-P.

Cases on Register at 31.12.49 | 28 1 | 22 10
Number of cases notified during i

year el 4 1 | 4 _—
Number of cases restored durmg '
In{rard transfer } 2 1 _— —
Cases removed ... ! 3 - 4
Cases on Register at 31. 12.50 31 3 22 10

(3) Food Poisoning

An outbreak of food poisoning was notified on the 8th of
Aungust, 1950. The symptoms of patients were of moderate
severity and short duration. Fourteen persons were affected,
and one of these died through misadventure. This outbreak
was limited to some of the chronic sick female patients in
one Ward at a local Hospital and did not affect other patients
or the nursing and domestic staff. Prompt investigations
were made with the full co-operation of the Hospital
administration. Fmecal specimens were obtained from a
number of patients and examined in the Hospital Patho-
logical Laboratory. A post-mortem examination was per-
formed in the fatal case. From none of the specimens
obtained in these ways was any organism discovered which
could be identified as the probable cause of the outbrealk.

No food samples remained, and pathological examination
of the kitchen staff was not attempted because

(a) no eausal organism was isolated, and

(b) the same kitchen supplied food on that day through-
out the Hospital.

Probably bacterial contamination took place either of a
minced meat dish, or of the pasteurised milk after its place-
ment in a container for the use of the Ward concerned. The
food containers were, however, thoroughly cleaned ont and
returned to the main kitchen the same day, so that they
could not be identified and thus no useful investigation was
possible. Every facility was given to inspect the kitchen,
which proved to be modern and well maintained.

The frequency of serious illness throughout the country
attributable to contamination of food during handling or
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were submitted to the Analyst. One sample, manufactured
in Bishop's Stortford, was found to be low in fat content.
The attention of the manufacturer was drawn to the
Analyst’s Report and a follow-up sample revealed that the
fat content had been increased in this particular case from
4.67 to 6.847.

(¢) Meat and other Food Inspection

The number of premises subject to inspection under the
provisions of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, at the end of
1950 was as follows :—

Bakehouses 5
Butchers' Shops ... 13
Fish Shops 7
Other Food Shops ... 59
Cafes and Canteens... 33
Licensed Premises ... 59
Misecellaneous Food Premises 14

The subject of hygiene in food premises has been well to
the forefront during the year, although it might be stated
that there has been too much talk and too little positive
action.

Clean Food Guilds and Clean Food Campaigns have been
inaugurated by a nnmber of local anthorites throughout the
Country. Whilst schemes of this nature are excellent from
a propaganda point of view, and are admirable in themselves,
they must not be regarded as alternatives to the regular
routine inspection of food premises by the S8anitary Inspector.
It must also be remembered that the setting-up of Clean
Food Guilds and Campaigns absorbs a great deal of time and
a certain amount of expense. Such schemes are not, therefore,
being contemplated for the present in Bishop's Stortford.
However, it is hoped that a start will be made in 1951 on a
comprehensive survey of all food premises within the Urban
District, at the completion of which a full report will be
prepared for submission to the Couneil.

The guantity of food found unfit for human eonsumption
is tabulated below and is under the average for recent years.

The practice of examining all animals slanghtered in the
district, whether for home consumption or by reason of
injury or illness, was continued throughout the vear and
repr{ﬁenta a decrease in the number dealt with over the
previous year.
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