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Bishop’s Stortford Urban District Council

Health Department,
The Couneil House,
Bishop's Stortford,
1943,

To the Chairman and Members,
Bishop's Stortford Urban District Council.

‘MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

We have the honour to submit the following Report on the
Health of the Bishop's Stortford Urban District which hasg
been drawn up cn the lines indieated in the Circular issued
by the Ministry of Health.

These rates have been caleulated on the Registrar General’s
estimate of the resident population in 1948.

In Oectober, 1948, East Hertfordshire Combined Distriets
appointed a sucecessor to Dr. Alan D. Whitelaw, M.A., M.D.,
D.P.H., as whole-time Medical Officer of Health. Bishop's
Stortford Urban District Council elected to withdraw from
the Combined Districts and appointed as Medical Officer of
Health the Assistant County Medical Officer employed in
their district. Such a combined appointment, maintaining,
a8 it does, liaison between the Distriet Couneil and the
Local Health Aunthority, should provide the closest integra-
tion of the Public Health Service in the area.

As from 1st November, 1948, Mr. A. L. Good was
appointed Sanitary Inspector to succeed Mr. N. F. Cripps,
M.R.San.l., M.S.I.A., A.I.LHsg., who resigned on taking up
an appointment as Housing Estate Manager to the Small-
burgh Ruaral District Council. Credit for most of the work
earried ont during the year is due therefore to Dr. C. M.
Billington, M.D., Ch.B., L.R.C.P., Acting Medical Officer of
Health and Mr. Cripps.

We are,
Your obedient Servants,

W. H. P. MixTO,
Medical Officer of Healih.

A. L. Goob,
Sanitary Inspector and Housing Officer.












(2) Tuberculosis

MALES | FEMALES
Pul. |Non-P| Pul. |Non-P
Cases on Register at 31.12.47  ...| 26 — 16 9
Number of cases notified duoring

year ... 4 = o 3
Number of cases restored durmg :

year ... 2 e — —_ —

'lJm:;lrd transfer 1 — 1 —

Cases removed ... 6 — 3 2

Cases on Register at 31. 1248 .| 25 — i 20 10

(3) Diptheria Prophylaxis

With the advent of the National Health Serviece Act, 1946,
Diptheria Prophylaxis became the responsibility of the
County Council as the local health anthority.

During the period 1st January, 1948—>5th July, 1948 (the
appointed day), 98 children completed a course of primary
immunisation against Diptheria and 109 received a * boost-
ing " injection.

These figures compare favourably with those relating to
the same period in 1947, 1946 and 1945. Therefore it is
reagonable to assnme that Diptheria Immunisation in relation
to Child Population in the area remains at, at least, its
previous level (approximately 80-90% of the children under
15 years of age being protected.)

(4) Water Supply

The supply from the Pumping Station angmented by that
from the Pumping Plant at the Couneil Depot was satisfac-
tory in gquantity and quality. The water is chlorinated and
the guarterly chemical and bacteriological tests carried onut,
revealed that the water is wholesome and entirely satisfactory.

There are 54 houses not on the main sapply, 28 of which
are in Thorley. The laying of the new water main to supply
the Thorley area was nearing completion at the end of the
year and it is anticipated that the 23 houses mentioned will
have a piped supply from this main early in 1949,

There are still several blocks of cottages supplied with
stand-pipes situated in private yards.
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SECTION C

Sanitary Administration

(1) Inspection of the District

Total number of visits

Dwelling houses inspected for Huuamg Defecta

Revisits to dwelling houses including works in pro-
gress ... v

Premises inspected on cm‘nplmnt for nuisance nther
than housing defects

Revisits to premises where a nuisance waa found t(}
exist ...

Special and m:scel]anenus wmts

Interviews with owners, ete., at proper t.le:-a

Visits re Infections Disease and Tuberenlosis

Visits to Slanghterhouses

Visits to Dairies, Cowsheds, ete.

Visits to Bakehouses ... ey

Visits to Butcher's Shops

Visits to Fish Shops ... ;

Visits to Cafes and Restamants

Visits to Ice-cream Premises ...

Visits to other Food Shops, Stores, ete.

Visits to Markets s5h

Visits to Factories ...

Visits to Workplaces, Offices a,nd Shops

Visits to Schools

Visits 7e Petroleum Acts

Vigits #¢ Building Byelaws

Visits to Stables and Piggeries ...

Visits to Outworkers Premises ..

Visits to Counecil Houszes

Visits to Property requmtmned for huubmg pur-
poses ...

Visits re Applications fDI‘ Hnusmg Accnmmndatmn

Visits to Rat infested premises ..

(2) Complaints and Matters Referred

Complaints received ...

Complaints investigated

Complaints referred to other Dep'trtmenta and
Authorities”® :

Other matters referred to ::-ther Depmtments and
Authorities

2100
198

365

1

379

268

84
150

197
196

64
31

*Including 32 complaints of 1::fe5tat1c.-n h} enhe.r rnts or mice.
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(c) Meat and other Food Inspection

The number of premises subject to inspection under the
provision of the Food and Drugs Aect, 1938, at the end of
1948 was as follows :—

Bakehouses 9
Butcher's Shops ... 13
Fish Shops 7
Other Food Shops ... 29
Cafes and Canteens i 28
Licensed Premises ... 59
Miscellaneous Food Premises 14

Frequent routine visits of inspection were carried out,
statistical details of which are giver earlier in the report.
Although, in the main, the standard of cleanliness of food
premises was found to be generally satisfactory, the methods
employed in the handling and preparation of food left some-
thing to be desired.

An effort will be made in 1949 in an endeavour to secure
further structural improvements in food preparing premises
and also to bring about a more intelligent application of the
elementary rules of food hygiene.

The gquantity of food found unfit for human consumption
is tabulated below and it is about the average for recent
years.

The practice of examining all animals slanghtered in the
district, whether for home consumption or by reason of
injury or illness, was continued throughout the year and a
slight decrease in the number dealt with has been recorded.
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(9) Rodent Control

Thirty two complaints of infestation by either rats or mice
were received during the year and passed on to the County
Pest Officer for attention.

The Hertfordshire County Counecil are at present the
Authority under the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919,
althongh towards the end of the vear it became clear that

they were now willing to delegate their powers to the Urban
Distriet Couneil.

~ As the Council have been pressing for delegation for some
time, the proposal must be received with satisfaction.

(10) Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948

Forty three visits were made to the factories on the
Register and it was found necessary in ten instances to serve
Informal Notices where contraventions existed.

It was ascertained from the lists submitted by the factory

oceupiers that there were eighteen factory outworkers
resident in the district.

Fuller details of visits carried out and defects fonnd and
remedied are given in the tables below.

Part I of the Act
1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health

Number of

P Number
‘Premises on . Written | Oceupiers
Tuspsations Notices | Prosecuted

Register

g} Factories in which
ections 1, 2, 3, 4 and
6 are to be enforced by
Local Authorities ... 22 5 1 | ot

(ii) Factories not in- . .
cluded in (i) in which |

Section 7 18 enforced |

by the Local Authority 43 38 1] i
(ii1) Other Premises
in which Section 7 is
enforced by the Loecal
Authority (excludin
out-workers’ premises - - — —

TOTAL .. | 106 43 10 —

il
"

15






(11) Housing
Number of new houses erected during the year
(a) By the Local Authority ... S 120
(b) By private enterprise 23

It was found to be impossible during the year to carry out
systematic inspection of dwelling houses. Specific com-
plaints were attended to and in 111 instances it was found
necessary to serve preliminary notices. Building materials
and labour were not in such short supply as in 1947, and
consequently, property owners were able to attend to repairs
more expeditionsly, thus avoiding the necessity for any
statutory action.

Turning to the question of applications for housing
accommodation, it will be seen from the figures tabulated
below, that, at 31st October, 1948, there were 473 applicants
on the “live” waiting list. Of this number, 275 were
without separate homes, and 198 were already house-
holders, althongh the majority of the latter were living in
sub-standard accommodation. Thirteen applicants only, did
not either live or work in Bishop's Stortford.

Position | Position | Position
at at at
31.10.45 | 31.7.48 | 31.10. 4H

e —

Number of Applicants who live and |
work in Bishop's Stortford S (R . ) (7 289

Number of Applicants who live in
Bishop's Stortford but work els& . -
where ... 70 80 83

Number of Applmants "F'Ii'hD work in -
Bishop's Stortford but live else- .
where ... 46 78 88

Number of A ]wauts who dﬂ not ]ne
or work in Elﬂhﬂp s Btortford

Number of Applications received
since lst January, 1945 ... - 1145 1219

Number of Afggheatm ns withdrawn or
removed m the Reg:ater for
various reasons ... 46 404 419

Number of Families re—housed 6 298 327

Number of Families found Emergenc,}
Housing Accommodation - o el

w

10 13

Number of Council tenants transferred to other Council
prnpertj' during the year 5

N.B. The above figures include 45 Applications for Bungalows and
21 Applicants stated to be employed at Stansted Airport.


















