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*C" i1s seventeen years of age, and 1s employed in woodwork at a
wage of 41/6 a week. He has a deformed right hand, but uses it with
considerable skill. He is a careful worker, cheerful, energetic and a
favourite with his work-mates.

“*D " was earning the highest recorded wage of £4 15s. at the age of
sixteen, while employed on " dogging-up ™ in a factory. His behaviour
at home was unsatisfactory and he grew beyond the control of his widowed
mother, refusing to pay her for his board and lodging. Shortly after his
seventeenth birthday, he was convicted of breaking-in and stealing a large
sum of money, and was sentenced to nine months imprisonment.

FEMALES:

*E" is sixteen years of age, and is working in a lawn-mower factory
at a wage of 20/4 a week. This is the lowest wage recorded for a girl.
She is a delicate girl, and had much illness during her schooldays.

*F" is seventeen years old, and since leaving school has worked in
the canteen of a municipal building at a wage of 32/6 a week. She is
delicate and of a retiring disposition, but has adapted herself well to con-
ditions of employment.

“G " is seventeen years of age, and earns 42/- a week as a cinema
usherette. She is a capable type of girl, who takes a pride in her personal
appearance. She is succeeding well in overcoming the disadvantage of a
poor home and of parents who appear indifferent to her progress.

“H?" is now aged seventeen, and is working on a handpress at a wage
of 63/- a week, which is the highest wage earned by a girl. One of a large
family, she comes from a very poor home, but is careful of her appearance,
and buys her own clothes.

The following is a selection of the types of cases to which special
attention is being given:
MALES :

*“ 1" comes from an excellent home. His parents are respectable people,
and extremely sensitive to their son's disability. Their attitude towards
Special School was strongly antagonistic, but they now accept after-care
visits in a spirit of co-operation. This boy is now attending the reading
class organized by the After-Care Department, and is making excellent
progress. Since leaving school, he has worked steadily as a lorry-driver's
mate for a firm of wholesale grocers.

*“J " attended a primary school for some years, but latterly received
tuition from a private tutor. He was referred to the After-Care Department
by the Child Guidance Clinic, and was placed under Statutory Supervision.
His ability was found to be limited by a severe neurosis, which seemed to be
the result of expecting too high a standard of attainment from him, both
at home and at school. He is an immature, nervous boy, good-natured, but
easily led. Following the death of “ I's ™ own mother, his father remarried
seven years ago, since when there has been constant friction in the home
between “J ™ and his step-mother, who makes no allowance for his dis-
ability. This boy has been working in a factory as an assembler for the
past vear, and is giving satisfaction to his employer.

FeEMALES:

“K " is an adopted child and has an 1.Q. of 77. Since leaving school
she has been employed by a chiropodist as a receptionist. She is the only
juvenile reported during the two-year period who has taken up any kind
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Boys and girls over 16 who are not in gainful empioyment may be
divided into the following groups:

1. Those who are physically helpless and require the constant
attention of an adult.

2. Those who are not so helpless or so low-grade as to be unsuitable
for training in an Occupation Centre.

3. Those who are higher-grade defectives but too troublesome and
difficult for training in an Occupation Centre.

In order to relieve the mother who may be finding the care of the
defective an almost intolerable burden, a child in group 3 is sometimes
admitted to an occupation Centre, or, whenever possible, is given Home
Teaching. But most of the children in this group, like many in
group 1, urgently require institutional care and are quite unfit to be kept at
home. Until more institutional accommodation is available, responsibility
for their care will continue to fall mainly on parents, many of whom
are ill-equipped to assume it.

The parents of nearly all these children are already receiving or
have applied for National Assistance.

The following are cases of special interest:

“A" is a boy aged 6. He had meningitis at one year. He suffers
from epilepsy, having a major fit about once a month, and minor ones
very frequently. He has also right spastic monoplegia, and drags the leg
affected. His parents are separated, and his mother receives no allowance
from the father. The home is supported by the earnings of an 18 year
old brother. The child has been awaiting a vacancy in an institution for
three years. He sleeps only about two hours per night, is totally inconti-
ment and has no speech but an unintelligible ceaseless chatter. In spite
of his infirmity he runs about very fast, and cannot be left alone with
safety for one minute. The mother is quite exhausted and consequently
the child and the home are in a filthy condition. Every effort is being
made to secure an institution vacancy as soon as possible.

“B" is a boy of 11 years with an 1.Q. of 53. He was excluded from
school very recently. He lodges with his father in a working class district.
His father co-habits with the landlady and “ B " shares a room with several
teen-age girls. After having been excluded from school, “B™ was in
constant trouble with the Police, who brought him home several times. He
was then placed on a year's probation as being in moral danger, and was
subsequently admitted to an Occupation Centre ahead of the waiting list,
in view of the urgent need of supervision. The Supervisor there states
that he is difficult to manage and tends to be a bad influence on the other
children. It is hoped that it will not be necessary to exclude him later
from the Centre.

“C" is a low-grade girl of 12. She is the only child of parents who
are themselves of poor mentality and who are not able to understand or
care for a handicapped child. The result is that “ C™ has been used as
a drudge in the house, and on several occasions, when her parents’ patience
is exhausted, they have ill-treated her. She now attends a full-time Centre,
and appears to be benefiting greatly. The parents have been warned
that further cruelty will be notified to the N.SP.C.C., and a watchful eye
is being kept on the home.
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“D" is a boy aged 13, with an 1.Q. of 54. He was excluded from a
Special Ed. Sub. School in 1946. He lives with his mother and father, two
brothers and a sister, in a rather uncared-for working class house. The
father is a labourer and the mother also works. “ D" has attended a
Centre since December 1947 and is a most helpful and energetic member
of the group. While his co-operative spirit is an asset at the Centre,
however, it is hardly so in his home neighbourhood, where he is easily led
by other boys, including his brother, one year younger but of superior
intelligence. Recently he appeared before the Juvenile Court together with
other lads from the neighbourhood, charged with setting fire to shop
premises. He has been placed on a year’s probation, and so far seems
to be keeping out of trouble. He now attends the classes at Gem Street,
on two evenings a week, and the reading classes at the After-Care Office
on a third evening. He makes little progress, but enjoys these evenings
immensely and is at least off the streets for a short time.

“E” is a Mongolian girl, aged 14, who is the only child of elderly
parents, in a superior home, and who is given every encouragement to
improve. Her 1.Q. is about 50, and she reads fluently. She attends a
whole-time Centre, where she derives much pleasure from reading to and
looking after some of the vounger children. She is particularly interested
in painting, music and ballet dancing, and enjoys making up dances for
herself. She is inclined to be fussy, and can be very obstinate at times,
Her parents are devoted to her and tend to spoil her.

“F " is aged 13, and is the third child of parents who are now separated.
The other two children are much older and at work. “F™ has never
attended school and his mother will not hear of his attending an Occupation
Centre or of having home teaching. He has an 1.Q. of about 45-50, is
amenable and sociable, and appears very suitable for training. He is
used to run errands at home by his mother, who is a poor, unhealthy type
of woman. The house is neglected and almost bereft of furniture. Con-
tinual visits have been made to try to persuade the mother to allow “F"
to have some kind of training, but up to date she has only consented “to
think it over.”

“G" is a little boy of 8, with an 1.Q. of 37. He has an older brother,
who is said to be very intelligent. The parents are unmarried, of a very
low-grade type: the mother is middle-aged and the father elderly. He
cannot read. The home conditions are appalling and the child would
be better in an institution, but the mother refuses to give her consent. Until
recently, the child spent all his time with a neighbouring farmer, who
frequently clothed and fed him. “ G ™ now attends a full-time Centre and

appears to be very happy there. Both he and his mother have been
noticeably cleaner and better clothed recently.

“H" is 17 years of age, has an 1.Q. of 55, and was excluded from an
Ed. Sub. School at the age of 14i. He lives in a working-class home,
with two younger step-brothers and a step-mother. His father is in the
Army. The home is poor and untidy and very little care or encouragement
is given by the stepmother. “H ™ has worked Since leaving school and is
now earning £3 10s, at a scaffolding company—the highest wage earned
by any excluded juvenile. He gives 30/- to his step-mother and spends
the rest on the cinemas. He states that he goes every night and twice on
Saturdavs and Sundavs. He is being encouraged to join a nearby club,
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