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PueLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
TrAFALGAR HoOUSE,
PARADISE STREET,
BIRMINGHAM, 1.

September, 1967.

To the Chairman and Members,
Health Commutice.

Preparation of an annual report is the opportunity for a critical self-
examination in the course of which one especially studies those fields in
which Birmingham appears to lag behind. The infant mortality rate is
regarded as a sensitive index of the quality of living conditions, of parental
care, of medical services and of environmental hygiene. Until twenty
years ago Birmingham infant mortality rates had been almost consistently
worse than those of England and Wales as a whole but there followed a ten
year period in which they were almost consistently better. During the
past ten years, however, the previous adverse state has returned. It was
very gratifying, therefore, that, after a six-year period of fluctuation, the
rate for 1966, was, at 21-22 per 1,000 live births, the lowest ever recorded
in Birmingham. The rate of 21 for the inner group of wards is particularly
gratifying as the previous low records were 27 in 1960 and 24 in 1964. The
massive redevelopment and a concentration of health visitors in the area
appears to be having a good effect. In 1966, for the first time, the middle
ring of wards has, at 24 per 1,000 live births, the highest infant mortality
rate. Here unfit houses and houses let in lodgings combine serious lack of
facilities with varying degrees of ignorance and incompetence which offer |
the greatest challenge to the health and social services of the City.

The slow progress in suppressing tuberculosis is also a disappointment. |
The steady fall in incidence among English-born patients was not main- |
tained in 1966, while tuberculosis in immigrants born outside the British |
Isles remained at 39 per cent. of the whole with a further 10 per cent. born
in Ireland. It now seems that women and children from Pakistan are
arriving in Birmingham already with the disease.

Control of whooping cough is as yet far from satisfactory. There
were 856 notifications and eight deaths. Much of this illness arises in
children who have never been protected against it, or whose protection has
been inadequate. The same neglect accounted for four cases of diphtheria,
one of which was fatal. Although immunisation is free at welfare centres
and from family doctors, there are many parents so devoid of initiative
and so lacking in discharging their responsibility that they do not walk
the short distance required to get the protection that makes their children
secure.

The year was notable for the widespread interest in and approval of
the City Council’s decision, taken in June, 1965, to co-ordinate its welfare q
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vistting services by dividing the City into twelve areas with an increased
degree of autonomy and with facilities to enable social services of all kinds
to be administered in close association. Full implementation of the plans
is hampered by the inadequate size of existing Corporation-owned build-
ings to serve as administrative outposts and complicated by the City
Council’s recent decision that there shall be a single service formed by
the fusion of the School Health and Child Welfare Services. The reorganisa-
tion, when completed, will enhance efficiency and economy and give a
better service.

A unique exercise was undertaken by the Welfare Committee when all
persons known to the Birmingham Executive Council and who would be
aged 75 or more by the end of 1967 were circulated with a view to deter-
mining their needs for services provided by the City Council. There were
39,871 letters effectively delivered and 64 per cent. of the recipients replied.
It was revealed that 34 per cent. of the replies were from persons living
alone and 32 per cent. from persons living with one other old person only.
The Public Health Department was temporarily overwhelmed by the
needs which the replies revealed for its services — 949 for home helps, 46
for night watchers, 493 for health visitors, 77 for district nurses, 3,202 for
chiropody, 137 for loan of sick room equipment and 158 for loan of fire-
guards. This was proof of an assertion already made that a large number
of elderly people are highly vulnerable to ill health and misfortune through
living alone and are out of touch with the sources of supply of social
services. It was these findings which demonstrated the wisdom of the
earlier decision to strengthen the peripheral co-ordination and administra-
tion of the social services and to produce a pattern which would make
easier the linkage with voluntary bodies and would stimulate their
development.

One undoubted success in the realm of health education has been the
promotion of clean air and it is very gratifying to find our massive opera-
tion of requiring the conversion of heating appliances in premises has met
with so little opposition.

In order to eliminate smoke-producing domestic heating appliances
with the greatest speed it is a pity that a local authority may not pay grant
to an occupier who volunteers to convert to smokeless appliances in
advance of the making of a smoke control order applying to his area.
Admittedly it would be difficult to ensure that an occupier was not burning
smoke-producing coal after having, with the aid of grant, installed solid
smokeless fuel burning grates. Control would be easy, however, if con-
version were to electric or gas appliances in such a way that the house-
holder could not possibly burn smoke-producing fuel. Prior to the making
of a smoke control order a new owner should then be able to ascertain that
grant had already been paid because the fact could be entered in the
local land charges registry.
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CLIMATOLOGY

Mr. A. L. Kelley, Director of the Meteorlogical Observatory at
Edgbaston (University of Birmingham), has kindly provided the following
details of the weather during 1966.

On the whole, the year was rather wet, dull and with average tem-
temperature.

Except for a rather severe spell of cold weather, the winter period
December 1965—February 1966 had a mean temperature a little above
normal, excessive rainfall and below average sunshine.

There was an unprecedented cold period in April otherwise the Spring
mean temperature and sunshine were near normal whilst rainfall was
above.

The summer period, except for June, was cool with rainfall above
average but there was a period of summer holiday weather in mid August
which ended with heavy rain and there was a loss of 70 hours of sunshine
during the period.

After a promising start in September the Autumn became wet in
October and rather cold in November, but for the season as a whole, tem-
perature, rainfall and sunshine were close to average, and the Winter
began with a rather mild, wet and dull December.

Temperature

The mean for the year 48-9°F. (9-4°C.) was normal. The highest
shade maximum 79°F. (26-1°C.), was recorded on the 19th August whilst
the lowest shade minimum, 16°F. (-8-9°C.) and grass minimum, 14°F.,
(-10°C.), were registered on the 19th January, January, April, July, August
and November had mean temperatures substantially below average whilst
in February, March, June, September and December they were appre-
ciably above. There were 27 air frosts and 71 ground frosts.

Rainfall

The wet trend of 1965 was maintained and the total for the year
35-07 inches was 6-52 inches above average and similar to 1965.

Totals for February, April, May, June, August and October were all
above 3 inches, whilst those for January, March and September were
appreciably below normal. The wettest month was February with 4-465
inches and the driest, September with 1-06 inches. The wettest day,
(0900 hrs. — 0900 hrs.) was 10th June with 1.19 inches.

There were 205 rain days compared with an average of 178.

Sunshine

The total was 1184-7 hours which is 114-8 hours below average. It
was the dullest year since 1958. March, May and September were the only
months with notable excesses whilst January, February, April, June and
July were very much deficient. May was the sunniest month and December
the dullest.
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Winds

Occasions with a strong easterly component were excessive in
January, February, April and to some extent in August, whilst July had

an unusually high quota of northerly winds, and December was unusually
low on easterly winds.

The mean hourly speed was 10-4 m.p.h. which is 0-7 m.p.h above
normal. The highest gust was 65 m.p.h. registered on the 2nd January.

Miscellaneous

There were 39 days on which snow or sleet was recorded against an
average of 22 and snow covered the ground at 0900 hrs on 18 compared
with an average of 11. Hail was more frequent than usual, being noted on
26 days. Fog, (vision less than 1,100 yds. at 0900 hrs.), was recorded on
only 16 days, the lowest number since 1922. Thunder was registered on
12 days which is about average for Birmingham,

WINDS

NUMBER OF HOURS DURING WHICH WINDS BLEW FROM 8 MAIN
COMPASS POINTS

Mean
Mowh | N | NE| E [ sE| s |sw| w| 5w|cam| sowiy
m.p.h.
Jan. | 74| 18| 98| 208| 7| se| =m| sl 1 liid
Feb. 17| mo| 96| 105| nns| 200 11| 4| o | 130
Mar. s| 10| 7| 5| 75| 223| 194| 225 o | 126
Apr. | 22| 218| 120| 63| 10| 126| 43| 28| o | 105
May 15| 48| 78| 53| 161 208| 84| e8| o | 104
jon. | 3| 46| 47| eo| 16| 228] 88| mal 0| a
qu. | ms| 11| el 14| s | zol| o] Tiss PN NG
Aug. | 66| 14| 44| e8| 92| 154| sa| me| o'l ‘8s
sep. | 27| 92| s4| so| 19| 1e0| s s4f 20| 7q
oct. | 69| 48| 40| 164| 149| 121| 54| s8| o | 78
Nov. | 78| 82| 22| a1| 11| 124| 12| 18| o | 108
Dec. | 10 o| 2| e8| 140| 234| 206] 72| o | 18
YEAR
1966 507 | 874 | 640 | 930 |1,369 (2,042 [1,126 (1,220 | 23 | 104
Average
35 Yrs, | 617 | 911 | 647 | 812 |1.484 (1,785 {1,214 (1,220 70| 97
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MONTHLY DETAILS OF VARIOUS WEATHER DATA FOR THE
YEAR 1966 COMPARED WITH 75 YEAR AVERAGES

Month | Temperature Shade Deg, F. Number of Rainfall (Inches)
Frosts
Days | wnith
Mean Mean | 001 | 0-04
1966 | Mean| 75 | High- | Low- | Air| Ground |Totals| T5 oF or
1966 | Years| est esi 1966 | Years | more | more
Jan. 36-7 | 383 53 16 11 17 1-385 | 2:525| 16 11
Feb. 41-8 | 389 54 29 8 9 4-465| 1915, 18 17
Mar. 43-8 | 419 56 29 2 11 1:37 | 1:958 15 10
Apr. 44-2 | 46-5 69 S0 4 6 319 | 2402 23 16
May 52-1°| 52-3 75 38 0 3 3-145 | 2268 | 14 12
Jun. 59-4 | 576 77 46 0 0 3-37 | 2082) 17 15
Jul. 589 | 60-7 72 45 0 0 283 | 2572 | 17 11
Aug. 58-7 | 60-1 79 46 1] ] 375 | 2797 16 10
Sep. 574 | 56-2 70 44 (1] 0 1-06 | 2-223 8 6
Oct. 50-4 | 49-7 635 a5 0 4 4-305 | 2701 19 17
Nov. 41-3 | 43-3 51 a2 0 11 229 | 2795 17 10
Deec, 41-8 | 39-8 52 30 2 10 391 |2812| 25 17
|
YEAR 48-9 | 48-8 79 16 27 71 35-07 |28-648| 205 152
Month Sunshine (Hours) Number of days with
Snow |
Total | Mean Snow | lying Fog
1966 | Hours 75 Sunless aF at | Thunder| 09:00
1966 Years days Sleet | 09-00 firs,
Firs. &
*Nate,
Jan. 26-1 43-6 19 12 a9 1] 3 Visihility
Feb. 39-2 576 12 7 5 0 2 less than
Mar, 1019 954 7 3 2 1] 1] 1,100 yards
Apr. B4 1329 13 7 1 0 3 at 0900 hrs,
May 218-3 | 1715 3 0 i 1 0
Jun. 1464 | 1789 i} 0 0 4 1
Jul, 128:5 | 1863 1 0 0 2 0
Aug. 1577 | 157-1 3 0 0 4 0
Sep. 1390 | 122-2 2 ] 0 i 4
Oct. 73-8 864 [ 0 0 0 2
Nov, 43-3 49-3 11 4 1 ] 1
Dec 3241 383 11 a 0 1 ]
YEAR |1184+7 |1299-5 88 40 18 12 16
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VITAL STATISTICS

Area: 51,598 acres which is approximately 81 square miles. The City was
reduced by a very small amount when the Solihull Order, 1963,
came into force on 1st April, 1964, which was the first alteration in
the City Boundary since 1934. On Ist April, 1966, the West Mid-
lands Order 1965 came into operation, and this had the effect of
increasing the City area by some 465 acres. The intake embraced
small parts of Warwick, Worcester and Stafford Counties,
Smethwick and West Bromwich County Boroughs and Sutton
Coldfield Municipal Borough:

Population: Census 1961 .. = = 5 i 1,107,187
Males .. 544,624 Females .. 562,563
1962 1,115,080

Home population estimated by the Registrar 1963 1,115,630
General as at 30th June (Civilians plus H.M. 1964 1,106,040
Forces stationed in the Area) .. bt oy 1965 1,102,660
1966 1,102,570
As can be seen, the estimated population showed a small decrease
while the natural increase of 8,755 in 1966 was less than in the previous
year (9,332). The birthrate has fallen slightly from 19-55 to 19-06, but the
death rate remained the same as that of 1965, namely 11-12.

Live Births
18962 1963 1964 189845 1966
Number
() Born in the City e 21,959 21,708 22033 21,185 20,616
() Born outside the City ... 308 621 353 370 403

22,267 22329 22386 21,556 21,019

Live BirTH RATE. 1906 per 1,000 population.

Since 1955 the birth rate had risen each year until 1964 when it
reached 20-23, but in 1965 it fell to 19-55 and in 1966 it was 19-06. This
follows the trend set by England and Wales as a whole when in a similar
way the rates were 18-5, 18-1 and 17-7 respectively.

Illegitimate Live Births: These numbered 2,228, being 10-56 per cent.
of the total live births. The following table sets out the locally recorded
illegitimate live babies compared with total live births.

1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966
6-20, 6-4°, 6:5°, 6-8°%, 7-7% 8-99, 10-29, 10-4%, 10-59, 10-3%; 10-6%

18
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The number of illegitimate live births recorded in the City varies from

figures supplied by the Registrar General. From that source the per-
ientage of illegitimate live births was 113 of the total live births. This is
&;sually explained by the birth of illegitimate children occurring outside
the City and attributed to Birmingham women. It will be noted that these
ﬁg‘uﬁ:s have shown no real change since 1962.

PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS TO LIVE BIRTHS

England &
Birmingham Leeds Liverpool  Manchester Wales
1963 11+1 9.2 69 12:5 69
1964 112 10-1 77 134 72
1965 10-9 10-8 B-4 14-2 76
1966 11-3 Not yet available
Stillbirths

There were 370 stillbirths and of these 239 (64-6 per cent.) were
premature births which was a higher proportion than in 1965.

STILLBIRTH RATE per 1,000 total (live and still) births 17-29.

This rate is slightly higher than that in 1965 when it was 17-23.
Year 1957 1958 1058 1960 1961 I862 1963 1964 1965 1966
Ha.te it 21=n 224 I2-1 158 20-15 120 185 17-6 172 173

Total Births live and still 21,389,

INFANTY MORTALITY RATE

Infant deaths under one vear of age:--

Legitimate s 385
Ilegitimate Gl

Total infant deaths were 446; 29 less than in 1965, giving a rate of
21-22 per 1,000 live births.

1957 1958 1959 1860 1961 1962 1863 I964 1965 1966
246 25-05 254 226 238 228 236 214 220 212

INFANT MORTALITY IN ZONES OF THE CITY
1857 1358 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966

B 87 28 34 27 31 30 29 24 31 21
Middle SeEpt oy 97 92 24 25 2% 28 23 o
B 2% 20 2 2@ 18 18 19 I8 18
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INFANT MORTALITY 1966

Early Tolal Post Total

Cause of Death Neo- 7-28 Neo- Neo- | Infant

natal Days natal natal | Deaths
Whooping oough - — —_ — 8 B
Syphilis .. . 1 — 1 - 1
Hmngmncna] miac:t:nn - - - 2 2
Meningitis — 2 2 - s
Bronchitis o : Fa — 1 1 11 12
Pneumonia (all fnnns} G 6 12 43 55
Diarrhoea and enteritis . .- 2 2 14 16
Congenital malformations ... 45 23 68 += a0
Premature birth .t s 138 4 142 —_ 142

Atrophy, -::Ieb«:hty amd maras-

mus ... - - 3 -— 3 — 3
Atelectasis 12 — 12 — 12
Injury at birth ... 34 1 a5 1 36
Otitis media ... -— — _— 4 4
Other causes ... 17 4 21 42 l 63
All Causes 256 43 299 147 446

Maternal Mortality
NumBER oF DEATHS (including 1 abortion) 7.

RATES per 1,000 live and still births:

including abortions 0-33
excluding abortions 0-28

MATERNAL DEATHS (excluding abortions):

1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966
9 6 6 10 4 6 3 8 6 6

Death Rate from all causes was 11-12 per 1,000 population, the total
number of deaths being 12,264. The death rate was only slightly higher
than that of 1965 which was 11-09 and the small increase in the number of
deaths was 41,

The principal causes of death are set out in the table below and it will
be seen that the only causes showing an increase in mortality were those
resulting from respiratory diseases and violence and suicide. The weather
conditions experienced during the early part of 1966 included two severe
spells of cold. Deaths from bronchitis and pneumonia rose sharply and
remamed high in numbers in the first six weeks of the year. Of the 1,794
deaths, 70 were due to influenza.

Deaths of infants under one year in 1966 accounted for 3-64 per cent.
of all deaths and of those 65 years and over for 66-88 per cent. This latter
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CANCER

Total deaths from this cause were 2,451, 9 less than in 1965, giving a
mortality rate of 2:22 compared with 2-23 for the previous year.

1957 1958 1950 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966

Deaths ... 2,428 2,309 2,372 2,260 2,303 2,323 2,390 2,297 2460 2451
Rate ... 2-200 2-10 2-17 207 207 208 2-14 208 2-23 2-22

There were 633 deaths, or 26 per cent. of the total cancer deaths,
resulting from cancer of the lung and bronchus. This is a small improve-
ment compared with 650 deaths which occurred in 1965. Of these deaths
89 were women, an increase of 1 over the number in 1965. There were 341
deaths under 65 years of age, of which 326 were in the age group 45 - 64,
while 15 were under 45 years.

Cancer of the digestive organs caused 827 deaths, 423 being men and
404 women. The figure for genital organ cancer was 248, 46 of which were
attributed to cancer of the cervix. This latter figure compares with 70
such deaths in 1965. From breast cancer there were 237 deaths, 5 of them
being males. There were 64 leukaemia deaths.

Accidents

There were 477 fatal accidents, 283 being to males and 194 to females,
producing 3-89 per cent. of all deaths. The total exceeded that of 1965 by
16, the figures including fatalities occurring outside the City to Birming-
ham residents.

Fatal accidents which occurred at home amounted to 174 or 36-47 per
cent. of all accidental deaths; 144 of them involved children under 5 years
and adults of 65 years and over.

Road accidents accounted for 188 deaths, 150 of them resulting from
incidents in Birmingham. Previous years’ figures are set out in the fol-
lowing table:—

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
145 164 183 130 175 191 193

Accidents occurring on the road and in the course of employment were
fatal to 70 males and 8 females between the ages of 5 and 45 years.

Accidents to persons of 65 and over caused 197 deaths, being 41-30
per cent. of all deaths from accidents. There were 48 more deaths in this
age group in 1965 then in 1966. There was a reduction in the number of
elderly people who were killed by motor vehicles or involved fatally in
other road accidents and also those who died as a result of coal gas

23
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" These carriers were either treated at home or in hospital until negative

throat swabs were obtained. Letters were sent to general practitioners
informing them that diphtheria had occurred and special immunisation
clinics were held in schools and infant welfare centres in the area and large
numbers of children attended both for primary and reinforcing immunisa-
tion.

The following table shows the incidence in recent years.

Year Cases Deaths

1961 2 1 Never immunisecd,

1962 1 ] Mild case overdue for
reinforcing injection

1963 0 0

1964 0 a

1965 0 (1}

1966 4 1 The child who died had only
had 3 injections and no
booster dose, The brother
also had had 3 injections
and a booster dose at the
time of his brother’s illness.
There was no record of
immunisation in the third
case and the last case had
been immunised in infancy.

Dysentery

During the year 771 notifications of dysentery were made to the
Department; 133 by hospitals, 8 by the Public Health Laboratory
Service and 552 by general practitioners, Forty-two of these were sub-
sequently reclassified leaving 729 cases recorded by the Department as
clinically confirmed. (In 1965 the Department recorded 704 clinically
confirmed cases).

The age and sex distribution of clinically confirmed cases is shown in
the table below. As is usual, children were the most frequent sufferers.

CLINICALLY CONFIRMED CASES BY AGE AND SEX

Under
Age 1 1-2 | 3-4 | 5-8 | 10-14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-34 | 35-44 |45-54 65-T4 | 754 |T
Male .. | 30 | 78| 65| 46| 19 | 14 | 15 | 29 15 | 7 z | a7
Female | 82 | 77 ( 44| 54| 7 | 23 | 23 | 42 21 | 1u 4
Torars | 71 | 155 | 109 | 100 mls:ls& 81 13|36 ml 1|i a]m

The seasonal incidence (with 1965 figures in brackets) was as follows:—

1st Quarter drd Quarter 4th Quarter

2nd Quarier

118 (202) | 163 (230) ‘ 145 (132) 303 (140) ‘
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The rather high number of cases in the 4th Quarter was mainly due
to the occurrence of several institutional outbreaks at that time.

Faecal specimens were examined in 345 cases and in 175 of these
dysentery organisms were found.

The distribution of the 175 bacteriologically confirmed cases by
species and season was as follows:—

1st Quarter | 2nd Quarter | 3rd Quarter | dth Quarter Totals

Shigella sonnei 12 39 50 66 167
Shigella flexneri 5 1 1 1 8
TortaLs 17 ' 40 51 67 175

During the last two years Shigella flexneri has become, once again,
a relatively uncommon cause of dysentery in this City.

Several outbreaks in institutions and other semi-closed communities
were investigated during the year.

A prolonged outbreak ocurred at three adjacent Housing Management
Department half-way houses between August and October. Many of the
occupants were affected, all mildly and some on more than one occasion.
In all, there were 25 cases and eight were bacteriologically confirmed as
due to Shigella sonnei. The Health and Housing Management Depart-
ments were under considerable pressure from various directions to transfer
the occupants to other accommodation. This pressure was resisted lest
this should spread the infection throughout the City. Some families were
rehoused towards the end of the outbreak but only when they themselves
were free from infection. There were no new admissions to these houses |
until the outbreak had fully subsided. Two outbreaks occurred at half-
way houses in other parts of the City during November. At one, 16 people
were affected and four were found to be positive for Shigella sonnei; at
the other, five children were affected, three being positive for Shlgelh
sonnei and two for Escherichia coli type 0119,

A hospital had a small outbreak of dysentery in March. Invﬁugatmi’l
of recently discharged patients by the Health Department led to the
covery of three persons whose stools were positive for Shigella flexneri 3

Outbreaks occurred at three day nurseries. In April, ten children we@
affected of whom five were positive for Shigella sonnei; in May, 36 children
were affected, 15 being postive for Shigella sonnei and in December, ﬁ !'
children and members of the staff were affected of whom 21 were posi
for Shigella sonnei. : -i
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In April 18 persons in a Children’s Department foster home were
affected, seven of whom gave stools positive for Shigella sonnei.

There was an outbreak at a Junior Training Centre in December.
Seventeen children were affected, five being positive for Shigella sonnei.

Advice on hygiene and the control of infection was given in connec-
tion with all these outbreaks. With the exception of the one at the three
adjacent half-way houses, all came to an end quite quickly.

Encephalitis
(@) INFECTIVE ENCEPHALITIS

During 1966 seven cases of encephalitis (presumably of virus origin)
were notified of whom six died. Their ages were:—

Males : one; 22 years; 53 years. (all died)
week

Females : 2 years (died); 18 years;
50 years (died); 57 years (died).

(6) Post INFECTIOUS ENCEPHALITIS, that is encephalitis associated
with an infectious disease, was notified three times during the year.
Details of these cases were as follows:—

Sex and Age Initial Infection Outcome
Male aged 23 months Measles Died. (la. measles and broncho-
prenmaonia).
(I1. post encephalitic spasticity).

(see also deaths from measles),

Female aged 15 years Mumps Recovered.

Female aged 1 year Measles Partially recovered
(Mot recovered former range
of hand movements; may be
deaf).

Food Poisoning

The diagnosis of food poisoning was accepted in 162 cases during 1966,
These were distributed as follows:—

1st Quarter 2nd Quarter drd Quarier dth Quarier Total
24 (19) 40 (84) 22 (23) 76 (19) 162 (145)

The figures in brackets refer to 1965.

OUTBREAKS

An outbreak is defined as a situation where all the cases either
probably or certainly are derived from a single contamination or infecting
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source. The following is a summary of the outbreaks and single cases
which occurred. ]

Oudbreaks Cases
Total 12 Total 124
Outbreaks due o identified agenis
Salmonella indiana 1 group other than a family 61
infantis 1 family ... e s 3
typhimurinum 5 families ... o 18

Possibly clostridium welchii 1 group other than a fam:]y 32
Cutbreaks of undiscovered

cause 4 families ... = o= 10
Single Cases
Apent identified 21 Unknown 15 Total 36
Organism No. of cases
Salmonella typhimurium 16
T anatum 1
panama 2
kiambu 1
newport 1
Salmonella infection not food borne
typhimurium 2 Total 2
OUTBREAKS

(i) The Salmonella indiana outbreak which occurred around the
Christmas period affected 61 persons and was thought to be due to pre-
cooked frozen turkeys. Prior to the outbreak, 7,000 frozen turkeys, which
had been purchased by a large store, were placed in cold storage and later
defrosted prior to consumption or selling to the public; in fact, they formed
the main meal at the staff luncheon which over 2,000 members of the
staff attended.

As soon as the Department became aware of the possibility of an out-
break investigations were carried out and inspections made at the kitchens, '
food hall and related personnel and over 200 staff were examined and bae-
teriological specimens taken. Only 48 members of the staff gave a history
suggestive of food poisoning and 43 were subsequently found to be excre-
ting the organism.

As far as the general public were concerned, the Department was only
notified of two families suffering from food poisoning related to turkeys
purchased from this store. :

The outbreak was interesting in that, although many of the staff anrlf |
public must have been exposed to this infection, a comparatively small .'
number were clinically affected, but there were clearly quite a number who

were excreting the organism but symptomless. ,.J
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(i) Clostridium welchii was thought to be the cause of an outbreak

which affected 32 people after eating in the works canteen. Beef bought

“on the 3rd June was cooked, cooled and put into the refrigerator until the

morning of the 6th June, then re-heated, plated up and kept warm in the
oven until lunch time. Gravy made on the 3rd June was also re-heated
‘and used on the 6th June.

(iii) Three people were taken ill after eating dates which had come
from Iraq. Their illness was very mild and no organisms were isolated from
specimens of faeces but Salmonella infantis was isolated from the dates.

(iv) Infected chicken was suspected as being the cause of four mem-
bers of a family being taken ill from the 9th to 13th February, 1966, with
diarrhoea, abdominal pain and vomiting. The chicken (not frozen) was
bought on the 4th February and placed in a refrigerator. It was cooked
and left in a warm stove until used on the 7th February, then put back in
the stove until used again on the 8th February. The conditions under
which the chicken was stored were not satisfactory. Salmonella typhi-
murium was isolated from three of those affected.

In regard to four other famili~s from whom Salmonella typhi-
murium had been isolated, they were unable to remember what food had
been eaten.

SINGLE CASES

Of the 38 single cases Salmonella typhimurium accounted for eighteen,
two of which were not associated with food.

Leprosy
Pusric HEaLtH (LEPROSY) REGULATIONS, 1966

These regulations came into operation on 1st March, 1966. The effect
is to apply to leprosy the provisions of the Public Health Acts 1936 and
1961 for the prevention of the spread of disease. In particular they set out
requirements for the notification of leprosy to the Medical Officer of Health
instead of to the Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health as was the
case under the Public Health (Leprosy) Regulations, 1951.

At the time the new regulations came into operation there were nine
cases of leprosy living in the City. All were suffering from a non-infectious
form of the disease and all were already known to the Health Department.
Between 1st March and 31st December two other cases came to reside in
the City. One was a woman who had formerly resided in the City and
returned here after hospital treatment. The other came to Birmingham
from a town in the south east of England. Both are suffering from a non-

| infectious form of the disease.
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paratyphoid fever phage type 3A. On enquiry it was established that they
‘had been handling paratyphoid cultures (phage type 3A) in the Labo-
ratory. No other cases occurred.

A boy aged 5 years become ill on the 29th August with diarrhoea and
‘a raised temperature and was admitted to hospital on the 7th September,
paratyphoid B. organisms, phage type I, having been isolated from his
faeces. Investigations at his home revealed that his brother aged 6} years
and sister aged 4 years were both excreting the same organism in their
faeces. At the time of their admission to hospital on the 15th September
they were in good health but the boy later developed mild symptoms and
was regarded as a case. The sister, however, had no symptoms and was
therefore regarded as a carrier. No other person in the house was affected
and despite extensive enquiries the source of infection remained unknown.

A 17 year old girl was taken ill with diarrhoea on the 21st August
whilst on holiday in Italy from the 14th to 23rd August. Her illness con-
tinued on her return to England and she was admitted to hospital on 20th
September; paratyphoid B organisms, phage type taunton were isolated
from her faeces.

Pneumonia
Under the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations, 1953,
pneumonia is notifiable when the disease is primary or when it occurs as
the result of an attack of influenza. There were 175 notifications of primary
pneumonia and 38 of the type following influenza, during the year 1966.
- The age incidence was:-

|
Age 0 1—2 S—i!H 10—14|15—1820—24|25—34 (65—T4 75+ | Totd

Notifs. of

Primary
pheEmonia 4 7] 7111 4 3 8 15 2} 21 pt 27 | 30| 175

Preamonia

following
influenza |- = | — | 2| 3 2| 4| 18| 5 | 8] 38

The monthly incidence is given below:—-

Month Jan. | Feb, | Mar. | Apr. | May | Juns | July | Aug. | Sepl. | Oa | Novw. | Dee.
Notifs. of Primary
poeumonia 30 23 24 5 - 12 7 11 3 14 19 16
following 8 13 8 1 — — - - 1 1 1 8
influenza

The week ending 12th February had the highest number of notifica-
tions — 20, and for the weeks ending 21st May, 2nd July, 13th August,
10th and 17th September no notifications were received.
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During May and June further cases appeared in Pontypool but no
connection could be established with the West Midlands cases. Subse-
quently three members of a family residing in Solihull, Warwickshire,
developed variola minor and cases were also recognised in Salford, but
again no direct connection could be established with cases occurring in
the West Midlands and Monmouthshire.

Although Staffordshire and Monmouthshire were free from known
infection by mid- July, the appearance of the disease in Solihull and Salford
suggested that unrecognised cases may have been occurring in different
parts of the country.

The clinical picture was that of an influenza-like illness with the
patient complaining of lethargy, headache, backache and sometimes sore
throat. There was fever and in some cases sweating was a marked feature
with intense pain in the back. This state continued for two to three days,
after which a rash appeared, first on the head and face, then on the back,
arms and down the legs. It was most profuse on the back, particularly
over the shoulder blades and buttocks, and sometimes on the soles of the

feet It was possible by examination of smears by electron microscopy to

make a confirmative diagnosis of variola within a matter of an hour.
In this respect the Department is entirely grateful to the staff of the
University of Birmingham’s Department of Virological Studies.

The last patient suffering from variola minor in the West Midlands
was discharged from the Isolation Hospital on the 1st August; terminal
disinfection of the hospital was completed by the 5th August.

There were no deaths.

SMALLPOX VACCINATION. See Immunisation Page 55.

Typhoid

During 1966 eight cases of typhoid fever occurred amongst Asians
who for the most part had not long resided in Birmingham. There were no
deaths.

The age and sex distribution was as follows:—

MALES 5 years, 11 years, 14 years, 15 years, 33 years.
FEMALFS 14 years, 14 years, 23 years.

The details are chronologically set out below:-

An 11 year old boy who arrived from New Delhi on the 19th February
was admitted to hospital on the 25th March with chest symptoms.
Salmonella typhi organisms, phage type 1 (Eastern strain), were isolated
from his faeces. The boy had a history of having been ill for a week (or
possibly more) before admission to hospital.
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A 14 year old girl, whose illness began with abdominal pain on the
20th May, was admitted to a general hospital on the 3rd June. She had
recently returned with her sister from Pakistan. She was operated upon
for Crohn’s Disease but was later fround to be excreting Salmonella typhi

organisms (untypeable Vi strain) in her faeces. Specimens of urine and

faeces taken from the unaffected sister contained Salmonella typhi
organisms of the same strain.

On the 14th June the 15 year old boy was admitted to hospital with *
fever and abdominal pain having arrived in England from Karachi on the

20th May. He was found to be suffering from typhoid fever phage type i
E.L

et g iy

Salmonella typhi phage type “A” was isolated from the faeces of the
33 year old man who arrived in England on the 20th June. His onset was
the 10th July and he was admitted to hospital on the 13th July with a,'-é-'
pyrexia of unknown origin. ::

A girl aged 14 years and her brother aged 5 years arrived from India
on the 27th June, both having a history of being ill for a week before
admission to hospital on the 22nd July. Salmonella typhi organisms, f
(untypeable Vi strain) were isolated from both children. -

The boy aged 14 years was taken ill on the 16th August, having come
to England from Pakistan on about the 7th August. He was admitted to
hospital on the 2Ist August with diarrhoea and vomiting and was later
diagnosed as a case of typhoid fever, phage type E.1. '

In the case of the 23 year old woman, she too had only arrived in
England on the 23rd August. She was taken ill with fever on the 17th
September and admitted to hospital on the 21st September where a dlagk
nosis of typhoid fever was made. The phage type was E.I.

It was assumed that the infection in these cases was acquired abroad.
No further cases arose and there appeared to be no spread of the i.nfectiunxﬁ'

Venereal Diseases

Dr. W. Fowler, Consultant in Venereology, has once again supp ;-;.-'
the following valuable information concerning all patients attending
the General Hospital '

In 1966 the incidence of early syphilis decreased markedly. However,
the incidence of both gonorrhoea and non-gonococcal urethritis increased
while the total number of new cases attending the clinic was 5 per
greater than in 1965.
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GONORRHOEA

The incidence curve which had been declining since 1963 took an
upward turn and there were 11 per cent. more cases than in the previous
year. Male cases increased by 7 per cent. and female cases by 25 per cent.

(It will be recalled that as applied to gonorrhoea the term “case’ refers
to one attack of the disease and not to one individual and that one indivi-
dual can be responsible for a number of “cases” in the course of a year.)
Actually there were just under 5 per cent. more male patients and 15 per
cent. more fernale patients than in 1965. It is worth noting that this is the
highest incidence of both cases and patients ever recorded in this clinic,

New Cases

Male Female Total
1965 1,632 a03 2,135
1966 1,751 6249 2,380

New Palienis

1965 1,419 476 1,895
1966 1,485 348 2,033

RaciAL INCIDENCE

This was unchanged in Southern Irishmen, increased slightly in
British males (3 per cent.) and men from the West Indies (5 per cent.) and
increased markedly in men from Asia. This is the first time since 1962 that
there has not been a decrease in the incidence of gonorrhoea in men from
the West Indies. Of the total male cases 35 per cent. were born in the
United Kingdom (36'8 per cent. in 1965).

5o far as females were concerned the incidence increased by 17 per
cent. in patients born in this country and by 45 per cent. and 65 per cent.
respectively in women from the West Indies and Southern Ireland.
Females born in this country accounted for 75 per cent. of the total female
cases compared with 80 per cent. in 1965.

RACIAL INCIDENCE (Cases)

Male Female
19645 1966 1965 1966
British e v 602 622 410 477
W. Indian ... i 236 a64 410 a8
S. Irish 172 176 48 3
Asiatics 264 312 5 8
Others ... ... s 58 77 —_ 7

TEENAGE INCIDENCE

There were 24 per cent. more male cases and 37 per cent. more female
cases than in the previous year. So far as the males were concerned there
was only one youth under 16 compared with 4 in 1965, while there were
22 females under this age as against 6 in the previous year.
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Male Female

1964 1966 1965 1966
British 30 14 27 12
West Indian ... [ 4 1 —
Asiatic 77 17 — 1
S. Ireland ... 8 3 3 1
Others — 1 — 1

(h) AGE INcIDENCE (Primary and Secondary Syphilis only).
Six patients were under 20 years of age compared with 13 in 1965.

AGE INCIDENCE

Male Female
Age 1965 1966 1963 1966
Under 16 — 1 — —
16 — 17 1 i — 2 —
18 — 19 7 1 3 4
20— 24 20 16 16 G
254 93 31 10 15

(¢) PLACE oF INFECTION

14 of the female patients and 40 of the male patients contracted
syphilis in Birmingham, 1 female and 3 males were infected in other parts
of Britain, while 4 males contracted the disease overseas. In the re-
maining cases it was impossible to determine whether the disease had been
contracted in Birmingham or elsewhere in the British Isles.

2. LATE SYPHILIS

Diagnosis of late syphilis was made in 64 cases compared with 70
cases in the previous year. Most of these patients were immigrants.

3. SyPHILIS IN PREGNANCY

Of the female patients treated for syphilis 19 were pregnant when
the diagnosis was made. (The corresponding figure in 1965 was 23).
Of these patients 9 were West Indians, 5 were English, 3 were Indians,
one patient was a Pakistani and the remaining patient was from Nigeria.
The Nigerian aborted, and one of the West Indians had a stillbirth.

In neither instance was the syphilitic disease thought to be implicated.
In other cases there were healthy offsprings.

CONGENITAL SYFPHILIS

There was 1 case of congenital syphilis in infancy. The mother had
not sought any antenatal care and did not come under medical attention
until she was in labour. Apart from this case there were only 2 of con-
genital syphilis, 1 under 15 years of age and 1 over 15 years of age.
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CHANCROID, GRANULOMA INGUINALE, LYMPHOGRANULOMA VENEREUM, £
Yaws y
.

There was 1 case of chancroid, but no cases of granuloma inguinale

or lymphogranuloma venereum. The incidence of yaws continued to

decline and there were 34 cases (45 cases in 1965).

OTHER CONDITIONS
This category includes patients with diseases of the genitalia or
lower genito-urinary tract which have to be differentiated from the venereal
diseases, patients who have been in contact with venereal disease and
individuals who require a certificate of freedom from wvenereal disease.
The number of patients in this category increased by 5 per cent.

1964 196G

Cases requiring treatment ... 852 1,041
Cases not requiring treatment ... 2,731 2,721
3,583 3.762

CASE HOLDING AND CONTACT TRACING
As in previous years the high proportion of false names and addresses
given by patients resulted in considerable wastage of health visitors’ time.
Nevertheless case holding was much more successful than in previous
years.

Contact tracing was no more successful than in the past. Most of the
contacts brought for examination were individuals who had been infected,
or might have been infected, by the patient issued with the contact slip.
It was very seldom that the person responsible for the initial infection was
brought for treatment. However, it is hoped that this state of affairs will
be improved in future as in November additional staff were employed with
the primary purpose of tracing the individuals responsible for spreading
venereal disease.

No. of Contact Slips Contacls Contacts

patients issued examined infected
1965 1,885 1,174 495 266
1966 2,033 1,183 510 277

So far as syphilis is concerned, in 1965 it was thought worth while
to give contact slips to 77 of the 152 cases of early syphilis and 14 contacts
were found to be suffering from the disease. In 1966 contact slips were
given to 26 of the 81 patients and 8 of these 26 contacts were found to have
syphilis. e
Prostitutes continued to play a minor role in the spread of gonorrhoea I[
and were responsible for only 13 per cent. of the male cases (15 per cent.
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in 1965). On the other hand prostitutes were still responsible for much of
the early syphilis in males (36 per cent.) but less so than in 1985 (75 per
cent.)

Gonorrhoea is more prevalent in Birmingham now than ever before.
The increase in incidence, in part, may be allied to the industrial situation
with the marked increase in leisure time and possible movement of men
into the area in search of work. However, there is no real proof of this.
Indeed it is impossible to discover with any certainty why gonorrhoea
should have become so prevalent. It is equally impossible to attempt to
determine future trends but with such a cosmopolitan population as this
city now has it would seem unlikely that there will be any significant
decrease in the incidence of gonorrhoea in the immediate future.

So far as early syphilis is concerned the position is very much better
than in 1965. The incidence of the disease has declined in the country
generally as well as in Birmingham, and it would seem unlikely now that
infectious syphilis will present any serious threat to the public health.
However, there are still foci of infection in the town and small outbursts
of the disease can be expected from time to time.

Late syphilis remains rare in the white population and has a low
incidence now among immigrants but will certainly increase unless early
syphilis can be brought under control.

Non-gonococcal urethritis is more common than previously. In the
absence of etiological knowledge it is impossible to say why the incidence
of this disease has increased or to discern future trends.

The other venereal diseases present no problems now and are very
unlikely to do so in the future.

NUMBERS OF NEW BIRMINGHAM CASES OF VENEREAL DISEASES
TREATED YEAR BY YEAR SINCE 1950

Year Syphilis Soft Chancre | Gonorrhoea | Other Cases
1950 295 - 462 2,978
1951 208 — 525 2,366
1952 188 = 676 2,364
1953 148 —_ 571 2,352
1954 135 — 446 2,275
1955 156 —_ . 463 2,431
1956 188 —_ ' 875 2,492
1957 192 — 1,138 ' 2,213
1958 133 — 1,223 2,106
1959 129 — 1,244 2,189
1860 112 — 1,559 2,680
1961 157 — 2,091 3,286
1962 137 — 2,099 3,292
1963 114 — 2,018 3,579
1964 109 —_ 1,943 3,746
1965 176 — 1,915 3,798
1966 129 — 2,125 4,005
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Sex
Male
Female

Female

Female

Female

-

Age

7 months

2 months

2 months

2 months

5 months

2 months

1 month

8 months

Date of Death

9.1.66

22.6.66

11.8.66

3.10.66

2.10.66

8.12.66

22.12.66

28.9.66
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Eight children died from whooping cough. Details were as follows -

Remarks

Died in Hospital. Unable to obtain any
details regarding home conditions, ete.
Sister aged 3 years admitted to hospital
suffering from whooping cough. Three
days later baby developed cough and
also admitted to hospital where
whooping cough was diagnosed. After
five weeks in hospital the mother stated
baby developed vomiting and diarrhoea
and had severe loss of weight. Post
mortem performed — cause of death
1a Whooping cough.

This baby vomited several times for
three days before doctor was consulted
on the 3rd May when she was admitted
to hespital where she was nursed in an
incubator. The baby was 5 lbs. 13 ozs.
at birth and was kept in the premature
baby unit at the hospital. Mother
stated child was never as energetic or
robust as her other children,

Baby's two brothers ill with whooping
cough. Cause of death la bronchitis,
b. whooping cough. Good home.

Not many details available. Died in
hospital from la. whooping cough and

IT epilepsy.

Baby saw doctor on about 12th Nov.
with a cold. On 20th Nov. developed a
cough, sweating and a little bit blue
around mouth. Seen by doctor who
sent baby to hospital where for a while
she improved, then condition dete-
riorated and she died on the S8th Dec.
from la. anoxia, b. severe pertussis,
IT superadded broncho-pneumonia.

Baby died from la bronchopneumonia,
b. pertussis, c. bronchiolitis. Home
conditions were pood. Child became ill
on the 10th Dec. She was admitted to
hospital on the 13th when whooping
cough was diagnosed.

Baby died from la. bronchopneumonia,
b. whooping cough. Lived in a caravan
on a fairground and unable to obtain
any details. Child died in hospital on
28.9.66.









IMMUNISATION
(Section 26 and 28 National Health Service Act, 1946)

During 1966 there was no new development in immunisation in
infancy and childhood; primary immunisation by the concurrent use of
triple antigen and oral poliomyelitis vaccine was practised in the ma]nnt]r
of cases.

In November a school child died from diphtheria, the first case in the
City since 1962 and the first death since 1961. He had received primary
immunisation in infancy but no reinforcing dose at school entry. An "
intensive effort was made, extending into the following year, in the schools
and welfare centres in the part of the City where the child lived, to bring
the immunisation state of all children up to date.

The immunisation statistics for the year are a mixture of good and
bad. The number of completed primary immunisations against diph-
theria was 17,887, the highest number for five years. This figure is not
influenced to any extent by the case of diphtheria in the City since primary
immunisations begun as a consequence of this case were not completed
until the following year. It is disappointing that there were only 11,140
reinforcing immunisations against diphtheria during the year. In 1965
reference was made to a letter sent to parents of four year old children;
figures were quoted which suggested that it had been at least a modest
success in that 4,172 four year old children received reinforcing immunisa-
tion against diphtheria and tetanus compared with 1,321 in 1964. Alas,
this success has not been fully maintained for the corresponding figure in
1966 is only 3,296. This is reflected in the overall total of children
receiving reinforcing immunisation, which is 1,045 fewer than in 1965 and
only slightly higher than the average of the last six years.

Fewer primary and reinforcing immunisations against pohmn}'ehtlsﬂ'
were done than in 1965.

Wi h ey

1966 1965
Poliomyelitis, completed primary immunisations ... 21,153 25,674 'lr
reinforcing immunisations ... 10,745 14,024 i

Overall figures of completed primary immunisations can be misle
for they do not indicate the age at which immunisation is performed. Tdﬁ
say that 17,897 primary diphtheria immunisations and 21,153 prnnarﬂ
poliomyelitis immunisations were performed and to set these figures aga
the yearly total live births in the City, which in the last seven years have
averaged 21,693 is to suggest that a fairly substantial number of chil
in the City complete this primary immunisation. Indeed they do sc
eventually, but many are unprotected until school entry and are left a
risk throughout infancy.
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Visitors

Nineteen visits were paid to the Section by doctors and nurses of
other authorities for the purpose of observing the clinics.

VACCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX

Records were received of the following vaccinations by general
practitioners in the City of children under the age of 16 years:-

Successful primary vaccinations ... 8,519
Re-vaccinations 640

In addition there were 1,398 persons vaccinated by the staff of the
Department, which was an increase of 981 over the previous year due to
the occurrence of smallpox in the City. 857 school children were vaccinated
or re-vaccinated prior to travelling abroad on holiday. The remainder
were members of the Public Health Department, ambulance staff, teachers
and members of the general public who were at immediate risk, or persons
travelling abroad at short notice who were unable to arrange vaccination
by a general practitioner. The total numbers, by age group, vaccinated
in Birmingham were as follows:—

Age at date of Under 2-4 a-15 | 16 years
vacciiation I year i year | years years | and over
| | [
Wo. of primary | |
vaccinations 1,118 | 4,817 2,045 770 | 16
Number of ! .
re-vaccinations — 9 a7 1,160 495
! 1 I
Reactions

A child aged 3 years who had not been vaccinated, but whose sister
had on the 5th May, became ill on the 19th May and was diagnosed as a
case of eczema vaccination. She had a history of atopic eczema since birth,
She made a full recovery.

Eczema vaccinatum also occurred in two vaccinated children as
follows:—

Sex Age Vaccinated Remarks

Female 1} yrs. Primary Had a history of eczema and, at the
Vaccination 22.5.66.  time of admission to hospital on the 1st
June (onset 29th May), the skin was
dry and scaly. Child was not very ill
and was discharged on 17th June.
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DIPHTHERIA, PERTUSSIS, TETANUS, POLIOMYELITIS
NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO RECEIVED REINFORCING INJECTIONS
AND DOSES DURING 1966
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NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO RECEIVED REINFORCING INJECTIONS
AND DOSES DURING 1966 '

DIPHTHERIA, PERTUSSIS, TETANUS, POLIOMYELITIS

(CoNTINUED)

Year of Birlh 1966 1965 1964 1063 1962 | I961 | 1960 | 1958 IHEM?MMELN‘]JJH l‘MﬂLﬂl
en. | |
Dien.~ i
Ter. | I [ i
Couneil DiPH.~ I
House Pertis. l
TriPLE | | |
TET. : ! | 1 2| 3| 2| 3
1 | |
PoLto [ | | i 2 1| 1] 1
Meat Market | TeT, . !
Offices, eic. Povio | | |
1 1 |
Hospltals | Tar, | |
FPovio | I
i___
Dirn. | | ?! 9 42 166 74 2 | 16 8 5
DipH.— !'
TET. 16 | 53 | 28 | 384 &78 | 281 82|28 |19 | 18
Dirn.— |
General PERTUS. 1| 1 10 30| 10 5| 2
Practitioners | —_—
I']'ItII‘LE 126 |262 | 68 | 466 S | 210 73|36 | 25| 15
TeT. | 1 7 | 27 | a7 47 100 | 166 | 131 |[108 127 |122
Quan ! limEs 15 s4| 18| 4| 3] 2] 2
Povio 51 M!?ﬂ 715 (1,612 | 528 | 185 | 98 | 50 | 49
e, 4 19;32 92 | 300 (o8 | 90 | 40 | 23 | 33
Darn.-
TET. I8 | 75 62 |3,297 (3,002 | 974 | 465 [27]1 245 (203
Dirn.—- |
PerTUS. 1 I 10 B b1 5| 2
Totals t
TrirLE 126 262 | 68 | 466 | 920 | 210 | 73 |36 | 25 |13
TET. 1 T2 41 70 | 1,238 | 848 | 318 | 243211 |167
Quap 118 5 15 34 13 4| 3 1 1
Povio 53 | 94 | B1 | 3,597 | 3,502 (1,068 538 |316 (248 219
Grand Totals 1 (200 (497 ESOO 7,547 | 9,016 |3, 1,494 911 |753
| ¥ [] n7'i‘ E F
-4 Years 5-15 Years
8,555 17,317
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LABORATORY SERVICES

(a) ANALYTICAL LABORATORY

Samples examined during the year totalled 8,302 and were made up
as follows:—

Samples laken under the Food and Drugs Act, 1955:

Milks ... e i 1,790
Dthﬂr Fmg LR ] B+ E (X riE &8 R 2.293
Dmgs LR LR LR LR e LR LIRS 632
4,720
Special Drugs (research section) ... 196
Miscellaneous samples 3,386
8,302

During the period under review, the most important single event was
the introduction of a National Pesticides in Food Survey sponsored by
local authorities, including Birmingham, and the Association of Public
Analysts, The necessary apparatus, a gas chromatograph, was purchased
in May and testing began in August and will last two years. Special
attention is being paid to the “‘persistent” organochlorine pesticides such
as aldrin, dieldrin, D.D.T., B.H.C. and heptachlor. The first two of these
pesticides have already been banned for general agricultural use.

Following an outbreak of illness among beer drinkers in Canada, the
practice of adding traces of cobalt salts to lager and pale ale to prevent
foaming came under suspicion. Analysis of thirty-five samples of various
branded lagers and pale ales on sale in Birmingham was made, and cobalt
to the extent of from 0:3 to 0-7 p.p.m. was found in five samples. The
facts were reported to the Ministry of Health.

Food and Drugs Act, 1955

Foops. Apart trom a slight increase in milk adulteration, the
number of incorrect foods reported during the year remained at a very
satisfactory low level. Out of a total of 4,088 samples of food, 172 or
4'2 per cent. received adverse reports, but of these 124 were of genuine
though sub-standard milk, i.e. the real rate of “adulteration’”” was only
1-2 per cent.

MiLk. Because ot the Milk Marketing Board’s “Payment by
Quality’"' Scheme necessitating periodic testing of farmers’ milk by the
Board, the number of samples of churn milk taken under the Act has been
gradually reduced from a total of 2,783 in 1963 to 1,790 in 1966. The
average composition of these samples was 3'69 per cent. fat and 864 per
cent. solids-not-fat, making a total solids content of 12:33 per cent. Milk

61



from individual cows varies considerably in composition, breed of animal
and the time of year being the chief factors responsible for the variation,
but in dairy bulked milk these differences are eliminated. Presumptive
minimum limits of quality are laid down by the Sale of Milk Regulations,
and below these specified limits of 85 per cent. solids-not-fat and 3:0 per
cent. fat milk is presumed to have been watered or skimmed until the
contrary is proved. Proof of genuineness is given by the freezing point
test, if necessary combined with the taking of “Appeal to Cow’’ samples.

In 1965, for the first time for many years, no sample of milk contained
extraneous water, but in 1966, 29 samples out of a total of 1,790 were so
adulterated. Three farmers were involved. In the first case routine
informal sampling of a four-churn consignment of a farmer’s milk showed
all four churns to contain amounts of extraneous water varying from at
least 0-2 per cent. to 4'9 per cent. Formal sampling rapidly followed over
three successive days and, on the second day, the farmer discovered a
small defect in the cooling system. This was quickly put right, with the
result that, on the third day of sampling, all samples were shown to be
genuine. A cautionary letter was addressed to the farmer concerned by
*he Medical Officer of Health.

The second case was more serious in that out of a total of 30 informal
and formal samples, 15 contained from 09 to 79 per cent. extraneous
water. The case was taken to Court, was vigorously contested, but resul-
ted in fines and costs totalling £23 15s. Od. ;

The third case was very similar to the first in that mﬂy small quanti-
ties of water (04 to 0'9 per cent.) were discovered in five churns, the
offence being traced to a fault in a new stainless steel pipe line milker. The
farmer was cautioned.

A recent innovation in the collection of farmers’ milk for transpart
to the dairies has been the introduction of refrigerated containers, at the
farms, capable of holding a few days’ supply of milk, and the collection I
of this milk by large tankers. Samples taken from one such tanker at a
dairy gave the following results:-

|

Gallons

present SN.F& " FPEH C
Front compartment of tanker ... 1,350 8-4 0-529
Rear Compartment of tanker ... 1,200 8-5 0-537

Bulk milk of this quantity should contain at least 85 per cent.
S.N.F. (solids-not-fat) and have an F.P.D. (freezing point depression) of
at least 0-340°C. Although the deficiencies of the two samples appear
marginal, they could, because of the large volume of milk involved, rep-
resent quite a substantial quantity of extraneous water. The facts were
reported to the Milk Marketing Board and, as a result, visits were paid to
a number of producers. In particular, advice was given concerning some
of the equipment used, especially pipeline milking systems, some of which
had not been drained efficiently after cleaning. '
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Samples of milk sub-standard from natural causes numbered 124, of
hich 59 were deficient in fat, 58 in solids-not-fat and 7 in both fat and
olids-not-fat. Except in borderline cases, the farmers concerned were
wotified by the Medical Officer of Health and usually advised to seek the
help of their local Agricultural Advisory Officers.
OTHER INcORRECT Foops. Only 19 specimens out of a total of
98 received adverse reports — a tribute to the comprehensive food
zislation now in force and, of course, to food manufacturers.

Unless clearly stated to be used for flavouring purposes only, “black-
currant syrup”’ should, in the opinion of the City Analyst, contain the
B.P.C. minimum of 0055 per cent. w/w vitamin C (20 mg. per fluid ounce).
n two cases of imported syrup, the vitamin C was seriously deficient. In
ne instance, only 85 mg. vitamin C per fluid ounce was present and the
agar content was 20 per cent. less than that of the B.P.C. product. In the
ther instance only 6 mg. vitamin C per fluid ounce was present. In both
cases the syrup had not been preserved with sulphur dioxide, and this
‘would hasten the decomposition of vitamin C. There would be no objec-
) a to both these incorrect samples beirg described as “blackcurrant
rdial” or “‘blackcurrant drink’ or “blackcurrant juice with sugar”.

A blackcurrant health drink stated to contain 80 mg per fluid ounce
[ . C, was found to contain only 60 mg. per fluid ounce. The manu-
facturers undertook to increase the amount of vitamin C added to allow
the deterioration which inevitably occurs with this product. Another

‘blackcurrant health drink of the “low calorie” variety and a vitamin food
ement were both judged to be incorrectly labelled. These matters
i taken up with their respective manufacturers with satisfactory
results.
~ Pork sausage should contain a minimum of 65 per cent. meat, of which
‘not less than half (i.e. 32} per cent.) should be lean meat. A sample
nined contained only 39 per cent. meat of which only 24 per cent. was
A repeat sample, however, gave 699, meat of which 379, was lean.
manufacturers were advised to ensure that the quality was
ained at all times. Another specimen contained only 47 per cent.
of which only 19 per cent. was lean. A repeat sample was genuine,
it would seem a distinct possibility that beef sausage had been sold in
in the first instance (the standard for beef sausage is a minimum of
peraent meat).
Propns&d standards for canned luncheon meat require a minimum of
i cent. meat and for meat loaf a minimum of 65 per cent meat.
-5-"*' ct described as ““Luncheon Meat Loaf" containing 60 per cent.
~meat presented rather a problem which it was decided to resolve when
official standards, now pending, come into operation,

A sample of cayenne pepper contained an excess of sandy or earthy
T, 3'75 per cent being present whereas a reasonable maximum is
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1:0 per cent. (U 5.A. standard is 125 per cent., but no standard e;
this country). Similarly a specimen of curry powder contained 18 per
sandy matter, found on investigation to be due to the turmeric p
Greater care was promised in the future by both suppliers. id

A sample of canned prunes contained 300 parts per m:.lhen
whereas a reasonable maximum is 250 parts per million. It is we
that prunes cause internal corrosion of cans, and shop turnover o
commodity should therefore be fairly rapid. The prunes in ques '
been in stock for a year, which is too long a time unless the
lacquered internally, and unfortunately lacquering is said to sp
flavour of this particular fruit. 1

A bottle of mango squash contained 460 parts per million of be
acid (57'5 per cent. of the allowed maximum of 800 parts per millio
also 250 parts per million of sulphur dioxide (71 per cent. of the all
maximum of 350 parts per million). The combined preservative
was thus 1285 per cent. of the maximum amount permitted —
of 285 per cent. and contrary to the Preservatives in Food Regu
9 62. It was discovered that the vendor of the squash, be.mg issat
with the supplier, had recently ceased to trade in the particular
No further stock remained. : :

A specimen of “‘beef spread with butter’” was found to
negligible amount (less than 0°5 per cent.) of butter fat whereas at
6 per cent, should be present. Two repeat samples gave similar
All stocks were removed from sale at all the firm’s branches.

A can of 1mp0rted melon and ginger jam contained r.:mljr Bil 4
soluble solids (“sugar”’) and a minimum of 65 per cent is required.
noticed that the complaint sample became mouldy within days of
so proving the necessity for the official standard. The i m €]
notified. .5

The Bread and Flour Regulations, 1963, require plain ﬂml.n
tain between 235 and 390 milligrams of chalk per 100 grams flou
a sample examined contained only 170 milligrams. Chalk i
material to mix homogeneously with flour, and about one samplﬁ i
plain flour is found to be inadequately fortified. The millers were inf

The Labelling of Food (Amendment) Regulations, lﬂﬁ L :
margarine to be so labelled that it does not ““bear any brand or
name or pictorial device which refers to or is suggestive of b
anything connected with the dairy interest”. A sample of
received bore a brand name judged clearly to contravene these R
In extenuation it was argued by the manufacturers that the
applied to a wide range of other foodstuffs and was well known
general public. Further, the labelling of the margarine in questior
such that the word “margarine” was printed in letters of equal
those of the brand name and there was little risk of misrepresentat
These arguments were accepted. i
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IncorrRECT DrRUGS. Those drugs taken intormally under the Food
and Drugs Act are representative of the ones obtainable without a
doctor's prescription. Specimens in this category numbered 632, of which
only eight were classed as unsatisfactory. Drugs requiring a doctor's
prescription such as barbiturate sleeping tablets, antibiotics and hormones
can be taken formally under the Food and Drugs Act, but this procedure
has several drawbacks and, in Birmingham, testing of this important
~ section of drugs has been carried out under a voluntary scheme organised
with the full co-opetation of local pharmacists — the Birmingham Drug
Testing Scheme (see later).

A sample of compound juniper pills was found to have a deficiency
(18 per cent.) of potassium nitrate and to have poor disintegration pro-
perties. Both faults were speedily remedied by the manufacturers and
faulty material replaced by fresh stock which was tested and found to be
greatly improved.

A specimen of tonic tablets was labelled with greatly exaggerated
claims concerning, for instance, their value in neurasthenia and in the giving
of stamina. Protracted correspondence ensued but, as a result, the firm
is considerably modifying both the claims and the composition of the
tablets.

A chest and lung linctus was not labelled with a list of ingredients, as
required by the Pharmacy and Medicines Act, 1941. A formula slip had
inadvertently been omitted from the label.

A bottle of spirit of sal volatile was labelled “B.P."” instead of “B.P.C."
and had seriously deteriorated. Only 0:04 per cent. free ammonia was
present instead of between 1°12 and 1-25 per cent., and the ammonium
carbonate content was 1-18 per cent. instead of between 276 and 3-24 per
cent. A repeat sample was of similar composition. The remaining small
stock of this article was removed from sale.

The morphine content of a proprietary cough mixture which was
tested agreed with the amount (0-084 per cent.) calculated from the
formula on the label. This amount, however, is more than four times the
morphine content of Gee's Linctus and almost twice that of Paregoric. In
the dosage recommended 13 mg. of morphine could unknowingly be con-
sumed daily, and it was felt that this could constitute a danger to health.
In reply to a query from the pharmacist concerned, it was suggested that
the morphine content be reduced to one-tenth of the present level.

Parrish’s Chemical Food should contain between 0-40 and 0-45 per
cent. w/v iron, but a sample examined had deteriorated and contained
only 031 per cent. Appropriate action was taken. It is relevant to note
that this article has little sale nowadays.

An influenza mixture labelled as containing 125 per cent. sodium
salicylate did in fact contain only 095 per cent.
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Four years ago it was found that tiny metal particles were not infre-
quently found in eye ointments packed in small collapsible metal tubes,
and in one case in 1964 a prosecution resulted in a fine of £10 being
inflicted. Intensive research which followed in an attempt to find a
suitable alternative to a metal container at last produced a plastic tube,
and samples of eye ointment packed in tubes of this type were examined
and shown to be completely free from particles of any description.

Local Drug Testing Scheme. The Research Section suffered a severe
blow in August, 1966, with the sudden death of Mr. F. G. Stock, Research
Chemist. It is, however, hoped to maintain the close links established and
built up by Mr. Stock with local pharmacists and hospitals over the past
few years. Samples of drugs tested during the year were as follows:—

Retail samples ... 132

Hospital samples ... 4 i

Research samples 4 60 |
196 !

The retail samples obtained on a co-operative informal basis from
local pharmacies included barbiturates, amphetamines and trinitrin pre-
parations and, apart from a few minor faults such as the pitting of tablets,
results showed that the good quality of drugs supplied to the City was
being maintained. The research samples were specimens from a number met':
drug preparations liable to deterioration on storage, which had been kept
in the laboratory for a number of years: they were assayed with a view to
assessing the degree of decomposition likely to take place when shop-
stored beyond their “‘recommended shelf life".

5 --“-_ﬂﬂ" et ettt Al e~ i | =

Miscellaneous Samples not taken under the Food and Drugs
These totalled 3,386 and were made up as follows:-

PueLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Pasteurised (1,122) and sterilised {259} milksa .. 1,381
Ice cream (272) and ice lollies (21} 293
Atmospheric pollution... £ 192
Waters . L 713
Samples submntted b}r Fo-od Inspeu:tmn Sent.nun 49
Miscellaneous ... s o 146
2,774
OtnER CORPORATION DEPARTMENTS AND COMMITTEES
Waters ... en 241
Miscellaneous ... Sy o e G 132
— 3713
MiscFLLANEOUS PRIVATE SAMPLES 258
3,386
==




Mirk, Ice CreEaMm AND IcE LoLLiEs. The pasteurised and sterilised
milks were examined for adequacy of heat-treatment: two samples of
pasteurised milk from Sutton Coldfield failed the official test and were
probably raw milk; a further experimental pasteurised milk also failed the
test. Of the 272 samples of ice cream tested, only one failed to satisfy
legal compositional requirements, being 10 per cent. deficient in both fat
and skim milk solids. Ordinary non-dairy ice cream must also satisfy
stringent labelling requirements. Five specimens received adverse reports,
four for only minor offences but the fifth for a more serious one. In this
latter case the description of the sample as “Super-Cream” was judged to
be quite misleading and as a result of official complaints, the labelling was
drastically revised. All twenty-one ice lollies were found to be free from
metallic contamination.

WatgeRrs. The Public Health and Water Departments combined in
submitting a total of 954 samples of water and effluents, mostly from
various parts of the distribution systems of both Birmingham Elan Valley
Supply and the Whitacre Supply to certain Midland towns. Fluoridation
of the Birmingham supply is now firmly established, and no difficulty was
encountered in maintaining the silicofluoride dosage at the equivalent of
10 p.p.m. fluorine.

SaMPLES OTHER THAN WATER. Samples from the Food Inspection
Section included dried prawns which had an odour of fish manure (!), a tin
of fruit cocktail containing numerous “black bits” (found to be charred
sugar), and a candy strawberry sweet with a bitter taste, The fault in the
sweet was shown to be confined to the outer red coating, and was due to
a very strong application of permitted red colour, Orange RN. No less
than 0-14 g. pure solid colour was calculated to be present on the straw-
berry. A can of imported apricot puree was examined and the contents
proved to be free from preservatives, added colour and metallic contamina-
tion. The labels, however, were printed in Italian and would not be
understood by the average purchaser. Other foodstuffs received included
dates, alleged to have caused sickness, and subsequently found to be con-
taminated bacteriologically; cake alleged to contain coal, but shown to
contain lumps of charred sugar; and foreign lard with an objectionable
“animal” odour.

MisceLLaNeEous. Eleven tinned steel frying pans were examined to
discover whether the *“‘tin"’ coating consisted of pure tin (as is desirable)
or a mixture of tin and lead. Four of the eleven pans tested were found to
be coated with a solder consisting of approximately 50 per cent. lead and
50 per cent. tin. There is no law in force which prohibits this practice, but
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it is obviously undesirable in view of the possible ingestion of lead from
food cooked in the pans. The matter was taken up with the manufacturers
concerned by the Medical Officer of Health, and the firms undertook to
use pure tin coatings in the future.

A baby’s rattle submitted because of its unpleasant odour was found
to be cracked and to contain inside come baby’s dried vomit.

Some soft drinks packed in strip cellophane sachets for freezing into
ice lollies had grown a mould and fermented to an alcoholic strength of
5'8 per cent. proof spirit — a strength equal to that of beer. The sealing
process employed on the sachets was obviously ineffective. Various
vitamin C products, such as concentrated orange juice, were tested for
pH and the amount of monosaccharides, which are thought to be con-
cerned in causing dental caries.

During 1966 a new investigation was undertaken — that of the detec-
tion of amphetamine and methylamphetamine in urine by ether extrac-
tion and subsequent gas chromatography. Thirty-five specimens of urine
were tested, but a positive result was obtained in only one case.

OTtHER CoORPORATION DEPARTMENTS. Apart from the 241 waters
received from the Water Department and already mentioned, a wide range
of samples totalling 132 was received from the Central Purchasing Depart-
ment and other departments of the Corporation. The greatest proportion
of these consisted of soaps, detergents and paints submitted for contract

purposes.

Private Inpivipuars AND InsTiTUuTIONS. Eighty-three cases of
suspected foreign matter were received during the year. For the most part
the adventitious matter consisted of the usual mould, insect infestation
and fragments of metal, but a louse on some herring roes and pieces of
white hard water scale in a tin of carrots were unusual. Quality complaints
numbered 56 and in many cases, especially those of a sample of whisky
containing 50 per cent. water and a cucumber with a bitter taste, were
fully justified. In the latter case the fault was due to the reversion of
species and formation of a bitter substance “cucumin®.

Several foodstuffs (chiefly sausages and milk) were submitted by
local hospitals for checking, and a number of special investigations under-
taken for trades union organisations involved complex chemicals used in
the various trades in the City.

NEw oR ProroseD LeGisLaTION. During 1966 revised regulations
were issued for colouring matter, antioxidants and mineral hydrocarbons
in food and for butter and salad cream. Of these, only the first two d=serve
special mention, changes in the other regulations being of a relatively
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minor nature. As regards food colours, six coal tar dyes have been removed
from the permitted list, the most important and controversial being Blue
VRS (the only blue colour in the list and one widely used for mixing with
tartrazine and other yellow colours to give a green such as is used in canned
peas). The new Antioxidant Regulations prohibit antioxidants in infants’
foods, permit a new antioxidant, ethoxyquin, to be used on the skin of
apples and pears to prevent “scald”, but rather surprisingly, in view of
previous adverse comment, retain B.H.T. as a general antioxidant. The
first regulations ever controlling the composition and labelling of cheese
were issued early in 1966, but were officially amended just before the
operative date of Ist February, 1967. The new regulations are both
complex and comprehensive, and govern most types of English and
foreign cheeses and their processed counterparts.

Proposals for revised regulations for fish and meat pastes and other
spreadable products were published, two points of interest being the
requirement for 6 per cent. butter fat in those products labelled “‘with
butter”, and an increase in the standard for meat paste, from 55 to 70 per
cent. meat, to bring it up to the retained standard of 70 per cent. for fish
paste. Two important food groups, those of solvents and flavours, hitherto

subjected to little control, received attention. Following a Food Standards
Committee Report in February, proposals for regulations for solvents were
issued in November and included a list of permitted solvents. It is diffi-
cult to see the reason for the inclusion of the rarely used mono, di and tri
acetins in the list of nine solvents.

Other Food Standards Committee Reports issued during 1966
included those for cyclamates, flavouring agents, and one on claims and
misleading descriptions. Cyclamates received a clean bill of health for the
sweetening of foods generally. Flavouring agents pose a massive problem
because of the hundred of synthetic chemicals used in making up various
synthetic flavours. First considerations had suggested a prohibited list as
desirable, but later a permitted list of flavours was recommended. This
list is being compiled but will take some considerable time.

The report on claims and misleading descriptions dealt with many
difficult labelling topics and, in a world in which so much under-nourish-
ment and actual starvation exist, it is ironic to see the topic of overweight
and obesity treated as a current problem in this country. The manufacture
of slimming foods (the description is really a contradiction in terms) is an
expanding industry, and control of the labelling of such products is essen-
tial to prevent the public from being misled. Moderate proposals to this
end are made and it is recommended that these should be reviewed in five

years' time.
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TUBERCULOSIS

Notifications

The downward trend of new notifications was broken in 1966 as there
were 692 new notifications during the year compared with 673 in 1965.
Both these figures are lower than for any preceding year. The notification
rate rose fractionally from 0'61 to 0-63 per thousand. The increase in
notifications occurred entirely in the respiratory form of disease, the non-
respiratory forms remaining virtually unchanged. There were no very
striking changes in respect of other features, but the more detailed changes
are discussed below.

TUBERCULOSIS IN IMMIGRANTS

The overall picture with regard to tuberculosis in immigrants
remained unchanged with 39 per cent. of all notifications being of persons
born outside the British Isles and 10 per cent. born in Ireland, (Table 8).
However, within the notifications of immigrants, there have been some
changes of pattern not fully recorded in Tables 8 and 9. The tendency
noted last year for the number of notifications of women of immigrant
origin to increase has been continued and there has been a further increase
in the number of notifications of young immigrants of school age or less.
The notifications of women from Pakistan increased from 18 to 27 and of
children from Pakistan from 7 to 20. The number of notifications of
women born in India was unchanged, but the number of notifications of
children born in India increased from 14 to 26.

These changes probably only reflect the changing pattern of immigra-
tion with far fewer adult male immigrants entering the country, but an
increasing number of dependants, that is women and children. This lends
some support to the belief that a large part of the tuberculosis in these
immigrants is detected relatively soon after arrival, and that tuberculosis
1s present amongst them at the time of their arrival.

The number of notifications amongst individuals born in the West
Indies fell from 26 to 13 and there does not seem to be any persisting
problem amongst this group.

Table 9 continues for 1966 the table started in 1965 indicating the
place of birth of parents of children notified as suffering from tuberculosis,
as well as indicating how many of these children were born in the United
Kingdom. All 21 of the children of Irish parentage who were notified in
the year were born in the United Kingdom, and 11 out of 12 of those born
to parents of British Caribbean origin were also born in the United
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Kingdom. This is in contrast to the groups from India and Pakistan,
where only 5 were born in this country out of a total of 47 notified. This
tendency has been noted above as indicating the fact that an increasing
number of dependants are entering the country, with a consequent rise in-i’
the number of notifications in these sub-groups. ;

ResPirATORY TUBERCULOSIS

The increase in notifications occurred wholly in this form of the
disease, the total rising from 563 to 586; the increase is shown in both men
and women. The main increases amongst males were in ages 0-4 and 10-19
years, probably reflecting the changes in immigration pattern noted above.
From age 20-64 years, the changes were comparatively minor and some
decreases occurred, but at age of 85 years and over the number of notifica-
tions of males rose from 28 to 44. Amongst females, the increases occurred
mainly at ages 5-9 years and 20-24 years, again presumably reflecting the

changes in immigration pattern.

Nox-RespiRaATORY TUBERCULOSIS

The position here was virtually unchanged with 106 notifications
instead of 110 in 1965. The age and sex distribution of the persons notified
was essentially similar to that of the previous year and there was ne
striking change in the various forms of the disease notified, tabulated in
Table 6. It is satisfactory to note that there were only 2 instances of the
more serious forms, that is disseminated and meningitis, compared with

5 in the previous year.

BAcCTERIAL DRUG RESISTANCE

The laboratory tests on which these results depend are available only
after an interval of some months, and accordingly the information in the
table below is complete only to the end of 1965.

The number of patients excreting resistant bacilli when their disease
was first diagnosed showed no real change at 9: three of the patients were
immigrants, one each from India, Pakistan and Spain. The number of-
patients found to be excreting resistant bacilli during or after treahnenﬁ
for tuberculosis also showed no real change at 16. ;
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TUBERCULOSIS NOTIFICATION RATES IN WARDS — 1966 |
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There was a slight but not important increase in the number of
patients continuing to excrete drug resistant baccili for more than one
year — 34, compared with 31. This represents a serious reservoir of
chronic infection, and it is to be hoped that the downward trend will be
resumed, though the present situation is more satisfactory than that of
6-8 years ago.

Number of patienis 1
Jirst found fo be excreting
drug-resistant bacilli Number of patients continuing
' to excrele drug-resistani
On diagnosis During or after bacilli for more than 1 year
Ireatment
1956 7 a0 —_
1957 13 101 46
1958 8 39 67
1959 7 19 61
1960 10 18 67
1961 12 29 47
1962 9 15 45
1963 6 16 41
1964 11 19 31
1965 9 16 34

Notification Rates in City Wards

The number of notifications in each ward of the City has been related
to the estimated mid-year populations of the wards to obtain notification
rates for each ward. The main results are shown in the map, where the
higher rates are indicated by heavier shading.

As expected, the more peripheral wards to the north, east, south and
south-west have rates below the average, while the inner ring wards have
rates above average. There is a suggestion that the central wards where
there has been much clearance and rebuilding (All Saints, Newtown,
Duddeston) have rates at about the average, and below those for the inner
ring.

There is a close association between the notification rates of the wards
and the proportion of notifications of immigrants in them. In general,
where the notification rate is substantially above average (9-0 per 10,000
or over), more than half the notifications were of immigrants. Even if the
notifications of immigrants are omitted, the general pattern is not greatly
altered: the highest rates still occur in the inner ring, but the differences
from the outer wards are less marked.
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Mortality

The number of deaths attributed to tuberculosis in 1966 was virtually
unchanged at 49 in place of 50 in 1965. Both these totals are substantially
less than the figures for all previous years and very much less than those
of ten or more years ago. The tuberculosis death rate was 0-04 per
thousand.

RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS

The reduction of 1 in the total number of deaths occurred for this
form of disease, the number of deaths being 45. There were again no
deaths under the age of 15 years and the only death in the age-group
15-24 vyears was of a Pakistani immigrant: this was a girl who died from
advanced tuberculosis in 1966 at the age of 17 years, having entered the
country in 1963; she was not notified as having tuberculosis until after her
death.

As usual, the majority of the deaths were in the older age-group of
men and in fact in 1966 the largest group of deaths occurred in those aged
65 and over, with a substantial fall in the number of deaths at age 4564
Vears.

s B T R W

NoN-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS

There were again 4 deaths from non-respiratory forms of the disease,
but no deaths under the age of 25 years. 2 were from meningitis in the
age-group 25-44 years and the other 2 were in people aged 65 years or
more. The only death of a person aged less than 30 years was that of a
male Pakistani immigrant from tuberculous meningitis: he entered the
country in 1963 and again there was no notification until after death.

DeATHS oF PERSONS NOT NOTIFIED BEFORE DEATH

There was some improvement in the situation, in that there were
only 28 instead of 38 instances in which tuberculosis was mentioned on the
death certificate, although no notification had been received. For the
majority of these (24), no formal notification was received even after
death. In 18 of the 28, tuberculosis was not the main cause of death,
leaving a hard core of 10 instances of deaths attributed to tuberculosis for
whom no notification of tuberculosis was received.

Tuberculosis Health Visitors

The number of tuberculosis health visitors remained at seven during *' |
1966 and the general pattern of their work was unchanged. The trial uf
general duty visitors carrying out the tuberculosis health visiting, started
in one small area in 1964, was continued and has pruved practicable and
useful in indicating the minor problems involved in making this change.

r |
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During the year, 619 first visits were made to patients’ homes, and
arrangements made concerning the examination of 3,400 contacts: both
these figures show an increase on the previous year, related to the increase
in notifications. A total of 14,319 follow-up visits were made, an appre-
ciable fall on the previous year's figure as the period of routine follow-up
by health visitors has been reduced. However, the number of visits to the
‘homes of children giving a positive tuberculin test at age 13 years increased
to 2,122, and the visits now include tuberculin testing of the other
children in the household, with x-ray examination only for those giving a
positive reaction. A further 1,021 visits were made to immigrant house-
holds in connection with tuberculin positive new arrivals and the B.C.G.
vaccination of babies born into Asian households.

The number of contacts x-rayed at the Chest Clinic fell to 1,483 and
the number x-rayed at the Chest Radiology Centre was also reduced
slightly at 1,879. A further 494 individuals from the households of tuber-
culin positive school children were x-rayed at the Chest Radiology
Centre.

Material help was arranged for patients in the following ways: the
‘number of grants of free milk was virtually unchanged, and the other
three items all show substantial reductions.

Issues of beds, bedding and nursing materials 16

Fcod grants (free milk) . as . 664

Grants of clothing, etc. {T:ppn:tt s Bequrst} 19

Disinfections 5
Rehousing

As in previous years, assistance in rehousing was given to patients
notified as suffering from tuberculosis both by the allocation of additional
points on health grounds, and from the special quota of homes for tuber-
culous patients. The tendency shown in recent years for the number
rehoused under the points scheme to increase, while the special quota
cases decreased, was continued. 352 applications for help in rehousing
were considered, 246 being given additional points and 57 being recom-
mended for rehousing from the quota. 134 were rehoused under the points
scheme and 32 under the quota scheme, a total of 166 which is an increase
on the figure for the previous year.

Rehabilitation

The fall in the number needing special help with return to work
continued during 1966. Only 11 were actually interviewed by the
Disablement Resettlement Officer, but a further 81 were helped with
‘written reports on their capacity for work. The number at the Remploy
factory fell from 44 to 37, with no new admissions. The special annexe
for tuberculous patients was closed towards the end of the year.

Nine patients completed courses at the Industrial Rehabilitation
Unit, and two were still attending at the end of the year.
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TaBLE 3

NON-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS

PrisarY NOTIFICATIONS AND DEATHS FOR THE YEArs 1901—1966

Primary  Raite per 1,000 Rate per 1,000
Notifications  Population Deaths Population
1901—1910 (average) — — 317 0-40
911—1820( ., ) — — 224 0-26
1921—1930 ( ., ) 290 0-31 139 0-14
1831—1840 ( ., ) 202 019 a0 a-09
19411945 ( ., ) 162 0-16 81 0-09
1946—1950 ( .. ) 157 0-15 52 0-05
1951—1955 ( ,, ) 139 012 20 0-02
1956 107 010 11 0-01
1957 129 0-12 11 0-01
1958 113 0-10 6 0-01
1959 89 0-08 8 0-01
1960 92 0-08 9 0-01
1961 104 0-09 G 0-01
1962 86 0-08 G 0-01
1963 100 0-09 9 0-00
1964 109 0-10 4 000
1965 110 0-10 4 0-00
1966 106 0.10 4 000

TaBLE 4

NOTIFICATIONS OF RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS BY SEX
AND AGE GROUP

Age Group Males Fewmales
Years 1953[55 1964 1965 1966 196466 1953[55 1964 1965 1966 1964/66
(Mean) (Mean) (Mean) (Mean)

0—4 39 31 15 24 23 32 25 24 25 25

5—9 34 21 11 11 14 36 18 10 18 15
10—14 29 14 5 18 12 29 3 9
15—19 64 8 16 27 17 75 8 12 w7 9
20—24 64 54 35 34 41 73 20 19 27 22
25—34 114 92 95 81 89 112 26 34 21 27
35-—44 101 74 60 48 61 53 24 31 M 28
45—54 112 72 76 76 75 30 15§ 12 17 15
55—64 92 56 56 50 54 23 16 11 7 11

654 34 38 28 44 37 14 11 &6 14 10
All Ages 683 461 397 413 423 477 174 166 173 171
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CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN
(Section 22 - National Health Service Act, 1946)

DAY NURSERIES

On the 31st December, 1966 there were 955 places in twenty day
nurseries and on the same date there were 935 children on the register,
which number tended to be less than in other years. This is partly due to
increasing unemployment and, in respect of two nurseries, to extensive
demolition of properties in their catchment areas. However, in the inner
ring of the City the waiting lists have increased. Their accuracy is to
be doubted as so many mothers enter the child’s name on the waiting list
when a place is not available and, when offered immediate work, make
arrangements as a rule with a registered or an unregistered minder to look
after the child. Many leave the area without notifying the nursery that a
place is no longer required. Generally, the size of the waiting lists point to
the amount of need. Again, as in preceding year, the number of non-
priorities on the registers has fallen and at the end of the year all the
non-priority children were those of teachers, nurses and doctors. It is
readily seen that the admission of children in the latter category means
that a class in a school may be staffed, a hospital may have a nurse in a
key position they so badly need or that the local authority may have the
services of a health visitor, midwife or district nurse.

Outbreaks of infectious illness, especially whooping cough, measles
and enteritis were common. However, with a higher percentage of priority
children on the register, the average daily attendance tends to fall. This is
understandable because illness, temporary unemployment or some slight
mishap to the mother which keeps her at home means that her child does
not attend on that day.

Handicapped Children

There is now at least one severely handicapped child in each nursery,
some have two and a few have three. As well as the grossly handicapped
child, many nurseries have accepted children with a minor handicap who
nevertheless need some extra attention. Case histories of these chiidmné
are usually interesting. One three year old spastic child when admitted
could not sit up unaided and clinically appeared to have lost the use of his
left leg. Within six weeks he was sitting unsupported, four months la
was walking and using his left leg moderately well. His speech is still poor
but becoming slightly more intelligible to staff and his playmates. He
finds great pleasure in music, clapping his hands in rhythm. At another
nursery a child aged two, who appeared to be retarded and unresponsive
lay in his cot on admission dummy-like and without expression. After the
first week he began to sit up and look around but made no attempt te
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move his legs other than occasionally. He is now, after two months,
“attempting to walk and can feed himself. His speech is slow but improving.
| Before admission this child lay in a cot unregarded and unstimulated.
. Twin spastic dhildren aged two and a half years admitted to yet another
“day nursery had little speech and could not walk. A baby walker has
worked wonders, and they both mix with others and engage now in creative
and communal play. The weaker twin, who was regarded as mentally sub-
normal, is in fact brighter than his brother who was judged to be mentally
normal.

It is a pity that these facilities of mixing the handicapped with the
normal at an early age cannot be extended to a much greater degree.

Nurseries and Child Minders Regulation Act, 1948,

In its present form this Act is difficult to enforce. When the Bill was
being formulated it is probably that it was not envisaged that the housing
shortage would be so acute or that there would be such a flow of immigrants
to cities where employment is readily obtainable.

One difficulty not previously referred to is when a person found
minding children claims that they are her relatives. One immigrant in
fact, in such circumstances, claimed that all the eleven children she was
looking after were her grandchildren. To say the least this was indeed
doubtful. It would require an amount of time and detection far beyond the
‘resources of the Department to prove her story untrue, yet the onus on the
Health Authority is to do exactly this,

Despite the increase in female unemployment, there is still an amount
of casual, irregular, sessional work so that there is an increase in those
" registered and indeed one can surmise an increase in the unregistered.
However, most social workers and those who enter houses for various pur-
poses, are alert to the problem so that many cases are referred for investiga-
tion. In 1966, 2,031 visits were paid either as routine supervisory or
investigatory or as a follow up to those who had received a warning letter
to cease unregistered minding.
One cheering factor has been the continuing increase in numbers of
- playgroups founded by committees of mothers. There are now 41 regis-
tered with 811 places. As many of these meet on two or more sessions per
week and different sets of children attend, some thousands are deriving
benefit from pre-school activities. Other facts worthy of record are that
some playgroups now accept a handicapped child and a Pre-School Play-
group Association branch is about to be formed in the City.

One registration of a daily minder was cancelled because her own child
was taken into care. It is fair to state that she was in no respect guilty of
@'laltreatment, neglect or lack of care or love for the children she looked
.-i-.I'EI =
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Group 2. Children requiring admission for
health or normal development, etc.

National Service, deaf or blind parents, financial difficulties,

etc.
Housing ar va
Problem families ...

Handicapped children or chlldre::l falhng tu progress

normally

Grour 3. Non-priority cases

Out-of-City cases

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ON

0— 1—
yvear ear
1st January, 1966
Priority ... 118 134
Non-priority 127 189
31st December, 1966
Priority 111 124
Non-priority 84 184

reasons of

o B 23

WAITING LISTS
25
VEQrs

159
254

274
244

CARE OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER

654

4

935

Total

411
570

209
ol2

The total number of illegitimate babies born in the City to residents
was 2,228, a very slight decrease on 1965. The proportion of illegitimate

live births per 1,000 was 106°11 as compared with 103'6 in 1965.

The

higher proportion recorded was accounted for by the lower birth rate

(19'04). The trends since 1959 are given by the following table:-

(1) ) (3)
Proportion of Death vate of | Mothers interviewed at Public Health

live illegitimale illegitimate Departiment
Year births per infants

1,0MM) Hive births Mothers with one | Mothers with move

illegitimate baby thawn one
illegitimate baby
1959 67-80 42-52 540 266
1960 7677 30:11 664 386
1961 8923 2802 762 598
1562 102+30 31465 856 731
1963 104-08 3571 764 597
1964 105-33 29-26 666 623
1965 103-59 30-04 606 655
1966 106-11 27-38 842 308
|
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During 1966 there were 1,227 applicants seeking advice as compared
with 1,362 in 1965 and 1,410 in 1964. Of these 842 were having their first
baby, 308 had one or more illegitimate children and 77 were married

women. There were 46 girls under the age of consent and 82 were aged
sixteen.

The number of west Indian girls who applied for help during 1966 was
202, compared with 404 in 1965, 338 in 1964 and 598 in 1963. This number
if decreasing steadily. Of these girls none were pregnant on arrival in
this country — again a very marked decrease from 1962 when there
were 29,

For a time now there has been evidence that parental attitudes have
shanged towards unmarried daughters as a result of society’'s more
moderate views. Furthermore, it is being recognised that it is unfair
to penalise children who are completely blameless for their parents’
action. The stigma, however, is still there and although in the last
twenty years some efforts have been made legally to abolish this stigma,
yet the law appears not to have kept pace with the changing attitudes of
society. Each year there are about 65,000 such illegitimate children born
and at a very conservative estimate there must be about 2,000,000 persons
alive born outside marriage. Some have never had relatives and have had
no right to inherited property; some have better conditions if their ;
parents marry and for others adoption has removed the stigma. Indeed,
the growing number of adoptions has discredited the term illegitimate asa
legal concept. The Russell Commission (1966) made some recommenda-
tions which would help greatly in relieving much unhappiness and adverse
circumstances for those who endure conditions for which they are in no
way accountable. At the least the whole matter is a grim legal paradox.

There are still many mothers who are completely rejected by their
families and deserted by the putative father. After delivery the mother
is faced with the heart-breaking and unnatural decision as to whether
adoption is the best solution. This is a most valuable measure and may
offer the best solution but it should never have to be made if there 13}
no other provision for keeping the mother and child together. '
unmarried mother who is received by her family may cope very well bu
the girl who keeps the baby, remaining unsupported by her family, ma
give up the unequal struggle and may ask for an adoption against
natural wishes. This can be a two-fold tragedy for the mother as she
miss her baby as a mother would and then have guilt feelings through her
life, and a tragedy for the child when the growing mother-child relation-
ship is broken. In this particular context suitable accommodation is the
greatest problem. Unmarried mothers with their babies move from
to room, each time they move it is often to a poorer room and a poorer part
of the City. Some try for residential posts but this proves unsatisfactory
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and the posts are few. The provision should be hostel accommodation with
self-contained flatlets. It is gratifying to report that one such hostel has
been opened during the year by the Birmingham Diocesan Council. It is
hoped that a further two will be in operation in the not too distant future.

Many unmarried mothers are brave and eager enough to raise their
children given the chance, but the problems are formidable. They require
a degree of courage and pertinacity that the average person has little
knowledge of and who, if asked to endure, would fail in the attempt, per-
haps miserably.

Since 1959 the following number of girls aged 16 and under came to
the Department for help:-

1858 ... .. 08 1563 ... e 123
1960 ... e 39 1964 ... e -
1961 ... sax- 110 1963 ... el OB
1962 ... e 120 1966 ... s 128

Beechcroft Mother and Baby Home

This Mother and Baby Home is the responsibility of the Health
Committee. During 1966, 84 mothers and 76 babies were admitted, 86
‘mothers and 80 babies discharged. The general health of mothers and
babies was exceptionally good. Only one mother was admitted to hospital
— with blood pressure. Six mothers were discharged prior to their confine-
ment, and a further two absconded without their babies. There were 31
babies adopted, 20 went to foster homes, 27 went home with their mothers
‘and a further two went to residential nurseries.

Denominational Homes

Our grateful thanks are again expressed to the committees, proprie-
tors, matrons and nursing staff of these homes, without whose valuable
help our work would be immeasurably more difficult. In all, 152 un-
‘married mothers were referred to and accepted by these homes.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRES

General Practitioner facilities at Welfare Centres

A number of general practitioners now use welfare centres as their
‘main or branch practice premises; at Carnegie Welfare Centre, there are two
practices, one single handed, the other a partnership of two; at Holyhead
Road a partnership of two and at Lansdowne Street a further partnership
‘of two. The Health Committee took over two general practice houses at
iJ ‘Hillmeads Road and Holloway both on municipal estates, and incorporated
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the nearby welfare centre into each. Varying degrees of reconstruction of
the premises or the welfare centres were needed depending on the circum-
stances. A further four practices will be accommodated at two welfare
centres from the first of January, 1967, three at Northfield Welfare Centre
and the other at Tower Hill. At Northfield the eight doctors in the three
practices will share four surgeries, some as the main practice premises,
others as a branch surgery. Two doctors in a partnership will use Tower
Hill as their sole premises. Furthermore, it is hoped to purchase a house
in the same terrace at the combined welfare centre and school clinic at
Monument Road and convert it to general practitioner use to house three
practices. In all, by late Spring 1967, 50,000 to 60,000 citizens will
attend at nine such combined premises for gencral practitioner facilities.
This figure does not include those attending at health centres.

On 31st December, 1966, there were 55 welfare centres, including
Nechells Green Health Centre. Due to boundary changes Cofton Clinic in
Worcestershire was included within the City’s boundaries. The clinic at
Fourlands Road was closed and a combined welfare centre and general
practitioners’ surgery opened at No. 85 Holloway on 2nd September to
serve the area. The clinic at Westcote Avenue was closed on 28th Novem-
ber and the activities were absorbed into the combined general practitioner
premises with welfare centre at St. Helier's Road. Subsidiary clinics were
held weekly at ElImwood Congregational Church Hall, Handsworth Wood,
and St. Augustine’s Church Hall, Edgbaston, and fortnightly at Culming-
ton Hall tenants’ room, Longbridge, and Deelands Road tenants’ hall,
Rubery.

At all the welfare centres the number of sessions, including ante-
natal clinics, at which a medical officer was available for consultation,
totalled 5,302 compared with 5,574 in 1965. There were 1,487 health
visitors' advisory clinics as compared with 1,268 in 1965. During the year
a total of 298 children living outside the City attended local authority
clinics and 180 attended the general practitioners’ clinics held at welfare
centres. One hundred and fifty-seven individual mothers living outside
the City attended the general practitioners’ antenatal clinics in welfare
centres.

There were 61 parents’ evening meetings held at welfare Dentrasmd.ﬁ}
1,760 attendances were made — an average of 29 per meeting. ; .

Infant welfare centres continued to be used by the Regional Hospiba.ﬁf
Board, by Corporation departments and voluntary organisations.
Family Planning Association expanded their activities and held a
of 514 sessions at clinics at Balsall Health, Carnegie, Farm Road, Han
worth, Ladywood Middleway, Selly Oak, Small Heath, Trinity Road,
Treaford Lane and Yardley Wood Centres. The times of these clini
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‘yaried between morning, afternoon and evening to suit the needs of the
‘area and those in the central areas of the city were particularly busy.

The consultant psychiatrist from Hollymoor Hospital held 43 out-
patient clinics at Greet centre at which he saw 254 patients with the health
wisitor in attendance. The clinic clerk arranged the appointments and case
discussions were held with the psychiatrist, mental welfare officers and

rhea.lth visitors.

Day Centres for old people were run by the staff of the Birmingham
Council for Old People, twice weekly at Stirchley and weekly at Acocks

Green and Kingstanding centres,

The Women's Royal Voluntary Service ran two weekly Darby and
Joan Clubs at Farm Road and Treaford Lane centres and continued their
weekly family clubs at Carnegie, Highfield Lane, Kings Heath, Maypole
and Yardley Wood clinics.

The Birmingham Association for the Sheltered Employment of the
Elderly used accommodation daily at Small Heath and Bromford clinics.

The Birmingham Society for Mentally Handicapped Children held
weekly sessions for groups of handicapped children at Yardley Wood and
Erdington centres. The health visitors at Oscott School Lane and Farm
Road held weekly training sessions for similar groups of children. All the
groups have had the services of a physiotherapist and advice from the
Assistant Medical Officer of Health. One of the greatest difficulties
experienced was the problem of transporting severely afflicted children to
the clinic and thanks are due to our voluntary helpers who have tried to
assist us with this problem.

The Welfare Department used Erdington Centre weekly for sessions
of occupational therapy for handicapped persons and Lancaster Street
clinic continued to be used as an examination centre for blind persons.

The Probation Service ran a weekly evening report centre at Went-
worth Road and Acocks Green clinics. The Education Department speech
therapist held 88 sessions at Lea Hall welfare centre. The child care officers
from the Children’s Department continued weekly family advice centres
at Balsall Health, Carnegie, Nechells Green Health Centre and Northfield
centre,

As an extension of maternity and child welfare work, pre-school play
groups were held at Mapledene, Wentworth Road, Handsworth, Highfield
Lane, Maypole, Tower Hill, Hollybank, Hillmeads Road, Carnegie, East
Meadway, Kings Heath, Dreghorn Road and Yardley Wood welfare
centres. The health visitors organised the mothers in the area on a rota
system. Some were fortunate to have former nursery teachers or nursery
nurses and other mothers attended lectures arranged by this Department
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and spent one day in the local nursery school to obtain ideas on how to ru
the group efficiently and economically.

Regular committee meetings were held and it was found that the
centre play groups were most beneficial to flat dwellers, shy children, chil-
dren with speech defects and those with anti-social behaviour. Play con-
sisted of group work such as happy families, shopping, singing and team
games. There were creative facilities for cake and pastry making, painti ..
scrap book pasting plus the usual dolls, books, cars and other toys. Sand
and water play and climbing frame facilities were provided outside
whenever possible. These groups provided a meeting point and stimulus
for many young mothers needing companionship and an exchange of ideas !
from people of their own age. A marked improvement in behaviour and
speech was observed in many children , particularly in the handicapp -.za, If
children who were included whenever possible. [ 3

Physical activity classes for the elderly were held weekly at Carnegie,
Greet, Quinton Lane, Kingstanding, Weoley Castle, Nechells Green Health
Centre, Erdington and Kettlehouse centre. The average attendance per
class ranged from 10 — 40 and the ages varied from 65 — 88 years. Although
the classes were intended for both sexes it was found that only
attended. The usual programme was 1400 hrs. to 14.45 hrs. — Exercises;
14.45 hrs. to 1500 hrs. — cup of tea; 1500 hrs. to 15.30 hrs. — old time
dancing or skittles; 15.30 hrs. to 1600 hrs. — health talk by a health
visitor. A number of elderly ladies reported a decrease in chilblains and
an increase in the mobility of their knee joints which made walking
easier. Many referrals were made by general practitioners who found this
a valuable service to the elderly. The physiotherapists visited the :
in turn in order to introduce new exercises and dances.

Nechells Green Health Centre
This centre, which was opened in April 1960, continued to be staffec
by eight general practitioners in six practices, one full-time and one px
time district nurse, six health visitors, one geriatric team under the su
vision of a senior health visitor, one district home help organiser and dental
staff. .
At the local authority clinics 1,049 individual children made 3,894
attendances at consultation sessions, and five expectant mothers made 20
attendances at antenatal clinics to which general practitioners referred
551 expectant mothers for blood tests. The midwives held 96 ante: -:iﬁ" '
clinics at which 171 mothers made 954 attendances. Four general prac
titioners held a weekly antenatal clinic by appointment at which ther
were 1,159 attendances and 129 postnatal examinations were carried out
The psychiatrict consultant from Chelmsley Hospital visited the healtk
centre monthly in order to examine mentally subnormal children. :
A total of 544 visitors were taken round the health centre. This vis
was of particular value to the fifth year medical students who were
interested to see this concept of community care. '
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- (6) ORTHOPTIC SCREENING!

I Two orthoptists were employed part-time for a total of four sessions
! weekly. This enabled every welfare centre to receive a minimum of two
~ sessions during the year for a wide screening programme of children who
- attended normal clinic sessions. Additional visits were paid to day nur-
- series whenever possible.

Work at Local Authority Clinics

(1) ANTENATAL CLINICS:

The number of expectant mothers who attended clinics staffed by our
“medical officers was 315 compared with 339 in 1965. The vast majority
of these were also receiving periodic supervision by maternity hospitals,
but their private doctors do not undertake midwifery practice. At these
clinics the number of blood samples taken from general practitioners’
- antenatal patients was 5,022 compared with 4,473 in 1965.

(2) REeLAXATION CLASSES:

Classes were held at 44 centres. Three part-time physiotherapists
‘were employed for this purpose but the majority of the classes were taken
by midwives and health visitors. One thousand eight hundred and forty-
two mothers made 8,900 attendances at these classes.

(3) PosTNATAL EXAMINATIONS:

Primary postnatal examinations totalled 79 and 16 re-examinations

(4) AproINTMENT CLINICS:

Special appointment clinics for the medical examination of children
over the age of one year continued to be held in conjunction with antenatal

clinics.

{5) SpeciaL CoNSULTATION CLINICS AT CARNEGIE CENTRE:

Dr. B. 5. B. Wood, Consultant Paediatrician, resumed his fortnightly
ics on 2nd May. He saw 66 children during 13 sessions. These children

referred by clinic medical officers all over the City for specialist
dvice and early treatment. Some of the referrals included cases of
tlsm hypoglycaemia, idiopathic epilepsy, diastematomyelia, rickets
| and coeliac disease.

The adoption clinic continued for two sessions weekly at which 321
| ehildren were examined and 184 referred to Dudley Road Hospital for
H X-ray. Here also the local health visitor reported on the Mantoux reaction

of the children following the test injection given at the adoption clinic.
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(7) SEwiNG CLASSES:

Sewing classes were held weekly at 40 centres and 11,760 attendances
were made by mothers who were appreciative of the tuition they received
and of the play sessions organised for any children who accompanied them.

(8) HEeALTH TALKS:

The number of mothers who were present at health talks given during
clinic sessions was 7,234 in addition to the 8,493 attendances made at
mothercraft sessions after relaxation classes. The health visitors at
Carnegie centre were particularly successful in running a weekly education
class for Asian immigrant mothers in conjunction with the Welfare Officer
from the Indian High Commissioner’s office. A total of 1,754 attendances
was made by parents at special evening meetings at which films were
shown. Health visitors were responsible for 16,837 individual interviews
at their centres outside normal clinic sessions.

(9) CHiROPODY TREATMENT:

Expectant mothers made 131 attendances and children made 47
attendances during 34 treatment sessions provided by two part-time
chiropodists.

(10) ScrREENING TESTS FOR DEAFNESS:

Health visitors carried out a total of 10,655 hearing tests on young
children during 1966 as compared with 10,538 during 1965. Particular
attention was paid to children on the observation register and home visits
were made to carry out the test when the child was not brought to the
clinic.

(11) VoOLUNTARY AsSSISTANCE AT WELFARE CENTRES:
Valuable assistance has been given to a number of welfare centres

by these able ladies and the staff expressed appreciation of their work

Audiology Clinic and Hearing Tests ;
During 1966 there were 192 children referred for further investigation

after their initial screening by health visitors. In all 10,655 hearing tests

were carried out by health visitors, mostly on children on the observation
register. The waiting list for the Audiology Clinic has been maintained ¢

two months. |

The testing of young children may be a slow and painstaking
and requires several sessions in doubtful cases. Despite many explanation
parents show reluctance to take their children for follow up and training.
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There is a limit to the provision of transport. Twelve more health visitors
~were trained by Professor Ian Taylor of Manchester during the year. This
| trained group has been used to advantage to visit homes when parents were
umable to attend or reluctant to travel to the clinic at Canterbury House.

!

Thanks are due to Dr. G. B. Simon, Consultant Psychiatrist at Lea
Castle Hospital, who has given the staff enthusiasm and inspiration and
who has helped in the differential diagnosis of children with handicaps. As
‘well our thanks are due, as always, to Mr. Crabtree, Consultant, to Miss
Hall and staff at Canterbury House for their co-operation.

STATISTICS
‘Audiology Clinic

Children on the register on Ist January, 1966 88
Children on the register on 315t December, 1966 129
Comprising —

Children from 1965 under supervision or training 46

Children from 1966 under supervision or training 83

New children seen for testing during 1966 punny 198
1966 disposal (192).
Discharged hearing normal 11
Taken for training 36
Children under supervision or training at vear end ... 83
Children referred to School Health Service ... 3
Children referred to Children’s Hospital 16
Children referred as mentally subnormal 10
Children referred to other specialists ... 1
1865 disposal  (58).
Discharged S 42
Still under training or supervision 46

Child Welfare Clinics

ﬂ] PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN VISITED IN THEIR OWN HOMES
WHO ATTENDED CHILD WELFARE CLINICS

Year 0-12 months 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years
1964 ... G543 532 27-3 18-1 13-2
1865 ... 644 530 26-7 17-5 12-7
1966 ... 650 56-4 2-62 16-8 12-3

91






_—

Frequency of attendance:

0 — 12 months 1 year 2 - § years
% % %
Individual of G.P, of G.P. of G.P.
children Neo., who clinic No. who clinic No. who clinic
who made altended | aftenders | attended : attenders | attended | attenders
1 -5 attendances as1 66-2 367 71-5 465 56-5
6 or more
attendances 179 338 146 28-5 358 43-5
TOTALS ... 530 1000 513 1000 823 1000

(ii) Individuoal children attending both gemeral practitioners’ clinics and
local authority clinics:

under 1 year
1 year
2—35 years

Frequency of attendance :

340

321
839
178

0—12 months 1 year 2—§ years
% Yo Yo
Individual of G.P. of G.P. of GP.
children Neo. whe elinic No, who clinic No.who | clinic
who made attended | attenders | aitended | altenders | atlended | attenders
1—35 attendances 233 726 214 62-9 150 84-3
6 or more
~ attendances ... 88 27-4 126 37-1 I8 15-7
Totals 321 | 1000 | 340 | 1000 | 178 | 1000
I
Total attendances:
Under 1 year... 6,118
1 year ... 1,629
9
2-5years ... 1,158 950
over 5 years ... 175
Examined by general practitioners ... 5,759
Seen by health visitors only ... 3,321
Attendances for immunisation ... = 6,519
‘ Attendances at health talks given by health visitors 5,991
' 93
4
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SUMMARY OF ATTENDANCES AT WELFARE CENTRES

Clinie Attendances 1965 1966 Increase | Decrease
Ta Ixpiviovar CHILDREN WO ATTENDED
. CENTRE:~
Percentage of visited children  0-12 months 64-45, 65:0%; 0895
who attended centres 1 year 53-09%, 8647 =49y
2 years 28-795 28205 059,
= 3 years 17-5%;, 18-85 0:7%,
4 years 12-754 12:3% 049,
- Freg ¥ OF ATTENDANCE 1N AGE GROUPS:-
(@) 1-5 attendances 0-12 months 68-1%;, 8809 0:1%,
1 year T1-63, 7319, 1-5%
2-5 yoars BE79, 9889, 1%
(&) 6 or more attendances 0=12 months 31-9%, a2.0% 0-1%
1 year ZH-49 2689, 1-5%
2-5 years 3-2%, 345, 0:1%
consullation clinics
Number held 1. With doctor 3,166 2,930 — 236
2. Without doctor 1,268 1,487 219 —
New children attending 14,216 13,714 -— 502
Total attendances 108,258 105,273 — 2,985
.hungl attendance per clinic 24-4 9B == -6
Total examined by doctors ... 39,535 35,401 — 4,135
 Average seen by docotor per clinic 12-5 12-1 - 0-4
Children referred elsewhere ... 1,083 a1 - 153
Anlenalal and children's combined clinics
~ Number held ... 2,340 2,348 8 -
New children nmding 3,713 4,400 687 -
Total attendances L 33,485 35,774 2,279 _
Average attendance per clinic . 14-3 15-2 08 -
Total number seen by d.mnu 21,784 0,289 —_ 1,495
Average seen by docotor per clinic G-3 85 il 0-7
Children referred elsswhere ... 463 379 — B4
Infant wellare chimes with general pradlitioners
Individual children attending  0-12 months 408 530 122 —_
1 yiar 3&1} 1,046 513 ;1,541 151}445 -
2-5 years 27 498 171 e
Total attendances e 10,311 9,080 — 1,231
Examined by general practitioners G613 5,750 — A54
Seen by health visitor only 3,605 3,321 - 284
 Attendances for immunisation . 5,757 6,519 762 —_
Attendances at bealth talks given ‘n].r health
e 4,734 5,941 1,255 -
for remedial exercizes
Individual children attending - 102 73 — 29
Total attendances 1,464 725 —_ 739
Gl 10,538 10,655 17 —
and posinglal clinics
(a) Local Authority:-
1. No of separate clinics with medical
officers present ag 24 - 44
Mew expectant mothers ntmdmg [ 4 - 12
Taotal attendances ia o 107 20 — 87
2. Combined with children-
New expectant mothers registered . a7 311 = 6
Total attendances 1,974 1,517 — 457
Total individual mothers :tt-mdmg
s iboth tyvpes of clinics i 333 315 — 18













DENTAL TREATMENT

During 1966 the trends which were becoming apparent during the
previous years continued steadily. The treatment provided for mothers
showed a further decline. In the case of fillings this was very slight and
attendances for treatment were also not far below the 1965 level. There
was, however, a substantial decline in the number of teeth extracted and
in the number of dentures supplied. This would appear to be in line with
experience in other fields of dentistry.
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As far as treatment of pre-school children is concerned it has been

possible to show an increase of approximately 10 per cent. in the number of
- fllings inserted. As in the case of mothers, extractions show a marked
~ decline and, taken with the increase in teeth conserved by fillings or by
- other means, the ratio of teeth conserved to those extracted has improved
~ to the figure of 3-4 : 1. Whether this is due to the early effects of fluorida-
- tion of the water supply or to the long standing efforts in dental health
- education or to a combination of both it is yet too early to say.

: One of the duties of a Local Authority Dental Service is to identify
those children in need of treatment so that this can be effectively supplied
at an early stage. To this end more children have attended at the dental
clinics to have their teeth examined. This has been helped by the
activities of our dental hygienist who, in addition to her clinical duties,
has devoted a considerable proportion of her time to talking to mothers
and children about teeth and drawing attention to the advantages of early
dental inspection. In particular she has been present at immunisation
sessions at a number of welfare centres and has been able to put over her
points to mothers and children with whom neither she nor the dental
- service would otherwise have come in contact. The programme of
inspections at Welfare Centres has also been extended and 35 of the 55
centres now have regular inspections. The number of children seen has
increased from 615 in 1965 to 1,344 in 1966. Close co-operation has been
maintained with the Children's Department of the Dental Hospital.
- Arrangements have been made for 2} year old children from selected
areas of the City to attend there with the intention of studying the develop-
ment of their occlusion up to the age of 7. The Dental Hospital is also
undertaking any routine dental treatment required by these children. The
Special Clinic at Lancaster Street for children with rampant early caries
continues to fulfil a useful function. X-ray facilities are also still concentra-
ted at Lancaster Street and the provision of dentures continues to be
carried out by the same two firms of dental technicians who have been
employed in this way for a number of years.

A new system of collecting statistics was instituted by the Ministry
of Health in 1966. The figures given above are in accordance with this
new system and differ in certain respects from those given in previous
- years with which, in some cases, they are not strictly comparable. In
particular the items “First visits” and ““Subsequent visits”” are visits for
treatment and do not include visits which are confined to inspection or
to dental health education only. Similarly in Part D the ““Number of
patients given ‘“‘first inspection’” is designed to show the number of
individuals who were inspected. There is no provision for recording the
number of children who have more than one inspection during the course
of the year. The total number of attendances for all purposes during 1966
in the case of children was 17,446 and in the case of mothers 7,192. The
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DOMICILIARY MIDWIFERY
(Section 23 — National Health Service Act, 1946)

There were 21,019 live births and 370 stillbirths to residents of
Birmingham in 1966. Of these 403 live births and eight stillbirths occurred
outside the City. There were 3,443 out-of-City mothers confined at City
hospitals — 3,265 in 1965.

The total number of confinements has fallen this year for the second
year in succession, but the decrease was not as great as anticipated. The
babies whose births produced the post-war bulge are now themselves of
reproducing age. Hence the birth rate remains high.

The succeeding text and statistical tables refer to confinements :-.j
Birmingham mothers unless otherwise stated.

During the year, 14,929 women were delivered at city hospitals and
Marston Green Maternity hospital compared with 15,017 in 1965, a
marginal decrease and accounted for by the fact that wards at these
maternity units were closed for a period while undergoing alterations.
However, as the total number of confinements had decreased, the percen-
tage of hospital deliveries increased and probably would have reached a
figure of 75 per cent. were it not for this happening. During the past two
years the emergency list for admission had dwindled to a negligible figure
but, again as a result of the closure of the wards, the number placed on the
list rose to 138. Domiciliary confinements noticeably decreased to 5,584
and have been gradually falling from the peak year of 1962 when 8,168
were delivered. In comparison, the number of early discharges reached a
record total of 12,937 so that the domiciliary midwives looked after, either; |
at delivery of after early discharge, 90 per cent. of the total confinements.
The out-of-City cases delivered at city hospitals showed an increase over
the years but with the falling number of births this number assumes a
correspondingly even greater proportion of the total.

: |

The table on page 2 with the histogram shows the general trend in the
disposal of maternity cases in the City. ﬂ'
L

Perinatal Mortality Rate 1966 — 29-38

The perinatal mortality rate had been dropping only very slowly over
the past four years despite the increased hospital delivery rate and full
antenatal facilities at doctors, surgeries or at clinics held by general prac-
titioners at welfare centes. Contributory causes of perinatal mortality
would appear to be social, economic, ethnic and environmental. Although
housing conditions are improving, this cannot be said of all areas of the
City. Probably the main factors that have decelerated the rate of fall are
the number of mothers from other countries with their high birth rate,
with some living in squalid conditions, and the increase in numbers of the

“new poor”’.
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (4) (6)
Total No. Total No. Teotal No.
of con- of con- of early
finements finements | Total No. | discharges | Hospital |
af city at cify of needing cotfine- () and
hospilals, hospitals | domiciliary | allenfion | menls as (4) as
Mavrston Green and confine- of percentage | percentage
and al howme Marston ments midwife of total af (1)
Grreen
1958 19,237 12,429 5,808 4,424 54-6 58
1960 20,674 13,118 7,556 6,691 63-4 69
1961 21,432 13,493 7.939 7,089 62-95 70
1962 22,107 13,939 8,168 9,585 63-1 80
1963 21,850 14,195 7,655 11,115 65+0 B
1964 22,188 15,006 7,082 11,992 G8-1 86
1965 21,156 15,017 §,139 12,624 71-0 89
1966 20,619 14,529 5,590 12,937 72-4 | S0

The principal dangers to foetal life in labour are asphyxia and birth

injury. These hazards can be reduced by hospital delivery where the
_patient is under supervision during labour.

It has been the purpose of all concerned with the obstetric services to
‘urge antenatal care at the earliest stage possible in pregnancy but still the

“high risk” mother is often the person who presents herself for antenatal

‘care at a late stage. In the British Perinatal Mortality Survey, 1963, it
‘was found that the higher income and professional groups of mothers

‘attended earlier and more frequently than the lower income groups. From
‘what figures are available, the well-to-do or professional class mother has

increased her chances of having a living child and a healthy baby, while

‘the mother in the lower social and economic groups had hardly improved
‘her chances at all. The gap appears to be widening instead of decreasing.

:llus must still be attributed in part to the fact that the mother who is
intelligent and more comfortably off, makes use of the wide range of
maternity services.

}_ The following criteria according to the Survey, place a mother “at
risk” - age, high parity, small stature, poor obstetrical history, interval
between births, low intelligence, lower social and economic classes. It
would seem, to reduce the perinatal mortality further, that there must be
an intelligent selection of cases for hospital delivery together with early
antenatal referral of those selected. Given proper selection the low risk
mother can be delivered with a high degree of safety at home if for some
years there will be insufficient maternity hospital beds for all deliveries.
Further joints that need attention are - education in antenatal care
especially for social classes IV and V, education of the immigrant, the
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making available of hospital beds for the women “‘at risk” who seek
antenatal care later in pregnancy and the alleviation of social, economie
and environmental conditions which place expectant mothers at a
disadvantage.

Early Discharges from Hospital

The following table gives the number of early discharges together mtl:ﬁ
the percentage of early discharges under nine days in three day periods:-

Day of Discharge 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966
First ... 135 141 137 120 110
Second 513 F11% A2 = 16% BBE o 1895 906 -18% 1,025 > 20-5%
Third 724 850 1,155 1,347 1,511
Fourth .. .. 37 163 605 672 677 3
Fifth ... 321 »129% 374 >F11% 476 > 145, 555 »16-2%, 534 > 189%
Sixth 47 454 584 B26 1,240 ;
Seventh 1,633 1,486 1,816 1,958 1,520 4
Eight e 5289 7490 4087 AT3% 3057 679 3,965 »85% 5,288 » 6060,
Minth e 2149 2,518 2374 2,274 1,023
9,585 11,115 11,942 12,624 12,937
mE O Em = . L k-] = 3N = L& & |
Ten days and over ... 560 549 BET 855

The proportion of early discharges is rising in the first three days,
to a lesser extent in the second three days and is decreasing in the last
three days. This is a satisfactory trend. On the whole, the domiciliary
midwife prefers a discharge of 48 hours and under and, if this is not
possible, on the seventh day and over. A system such as this encourages
breast feeding and, with the very early discharge, permits the domiciliary
midwife to educate the mother to settle into a family routine suitable for
looking after her baby.

Congenital Dislocation of the Hip

The scheme in operation in the Selly Oak sector of the City was
extended to the City as a whole towards the end of November. The final
stage in the introduction of the scheme was a series of showings of Mr.
Barlow’s film to general practitioners. An orthopaedic surgeon introduced
the film and answered any questions. Of the 820 babies born at home
and screened in 1966, seven went forward for further examination.

Maternity Liaison Committees

Each maternity unit in the City holds a liaison meeting at least once
a year, Until quite recently these meetings had concerned themselves to
great extent with early discharges. Now a wide range of subjecis and
problems is discussed with benefit to the three branches of the matenutﬂ

Services. L
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Emergency Maternity Service

With the fall in the number of cases delivered at home there has been
a decrease in the number of calls in the City on the services of the Flying
Squad over the year. During the year 109 calls were made, of which 38
were to cases outside the City. An analysis of the Birmingham cases from
1963 to 1966 is given:—

1963 1964 1965 1966
Postpartum haemorrhage with placenta

retained .. 40 39 15 13

Postpartum ha.emurrha.ga w1tl1 plan:enta
expelled .. e 20 27 17 13
Retained plamnt& 16 11 25 25
Abortions ... ” . 7 3 4 5
Antepartum ha.emﬂrrhage 2 3 5 8
Other causes 16 7 3 7
101 a0 59 71

Most of the calls to the group “other causes” were for toxaemic
conditions. It is interesting to note that the number of cases of retained
placenta without haemorrhage has increased relative to the number of
deliveries since 1964 when syntometrine was introduced.

The Grange and Lyncroft Nursing Homes

The domiciliary midwife attends both of these homes on a relief basis
and when the Management Committee have had difficulty in recruiting
midwives.

Training Midwives and Refresher Courses

The usual complement of district midwives have had their refresher
courses. A further new Part Il training school had been established at
Dudley Road Hospital and their pupils placed on the district for training.
On the district, 172 pupil midwives completed training and 46 were placed
with outside authorities.

Instruction in emergency midwifery is given weekly for seven months
. each year to recruits and personnel of the Ambulance Service by the
midwives.

. Investigation of aneamias of pregnancy

. This exercise has now been carried on since 1962 and our thanks are
‘expressed to Mr. A. B, Neale, B.Com., Corporation Statistician, Mrs. G.
Burton, Ph.D., and to the City Treasurer’s Department for their help in
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the compilation of the accompanying table and for their analyses of res
The main conclusions of Mr. Neale's report are —

“Anaemic conditions among expectant mothers tend to become more
prevalent as parity and age increases and as the duration of pregnancy
lengthens and social background worsens. The portion of the table con-
cerned with repeat examinations suggests that, with one important excep-
tion (dealt with below), there is the same set of relationships among women
undergoing retests although the numbers are too small for a cnmplete
reliable conclusion. There is an 1mp11catmn from the data that the clasaui
of women most prone to an anaemic condition are also the ones most dﬂﬁ-
cult to treat successfully.

Treatment yields moderately satisfactory results. However 9-5 pe,r
cent. of the 1,491 retests were of women who still had a low hamnﬂglobﬁ
level. It is probably not without relevance that among the retests of
women who had been pregnant for 33 or more weeks, only 9-2 per cent. had
a low level, compared with 10 per cent. for those at an earlier stage of
pregnancy. Women coming towards the end of term would tend to
include a higher proportion of successfully treated cases and also a higher
proportion that had been retested more than once. These factors account
for the apparent exception of the relationship between haemoglobin level
and pregnancy term to the general pattern of similarity between the first
and repeat examinations.

Now that a satisfactory analysis of repeat examinations has been
accomplished there are good grounds for believing that in the City as a
whole over the years 1962-1966 the percentage of low haemoglobin cases
in like groups of expectant mothers had a general tendency to decrease,
though by 1966 the period of decline may have come to an end”.

It is not unjustifiable to claim that some part of this more satisfactory
position is due to the facilities to general practitioners at welfare centres
for the withdrawal and despatch of blood specimens to hospital labora-
tories. It is mentioned in another part of the report how the number of iron
injections given by district nurses to antenatal mothers had increased and
this is particularly true of the domiciliary midwife where the increase in
the number of iron injections given had been much more marked. Mr.
Neale's analysis emphasises the occurrence of anaemia in the multi-
parous woman of poor social backgmund with many children. Sociologists
have termed many of this class as the “new poor”. It may be that, with
many children, she cannot afford the right type of foods or, indeed, mtﬁ
her large family and poor cooking equipment, she cannot prepare suitable
meals. Man has to some extent controlled biological evolution by vari
means, of which education and health are but a part. It would perhaps be
opportune at this time and it is growing more important, that grsatﬂ
attention should be paid to social evolution or, indeed to a psycho-social.
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MOGLOBIN IN SAMPLES OF BLOOD FROM PREGNANT WOMEN
MATERNAL AGE, TIME PREGNANT AND SOCIAL BACKGROUND

1966
Firsi Examinalions Mﬁmm
Haemoglobin — Gms. (%) Haemoglobin - Gms. (%)
Under 103 | 103 & Over Todal Under 10:3 | 10-3 & Over Total
(Unider B9%,) | (T0%; & Ouer) (U mder 6975) | (709, & Over)

5 Nao. | % | No. | % | No. | % | Mo | % | Noo | % | No. | %
‘E 43| 62| 646 938 | 601 [1000| 9| 43| 198 957 | 207 | 1000
- )

a 97 | 63 |1,443 | 937 [1,540 [100-0| 42| 86| 448 | 914 | 490 [ 1000
- B 81| 76| 987 | 924 |1,088 [100-0| 31! 87| 824 91-3| 355 | 1000
: 74| 109 | 604 | 891 | 78 [100-0| 27| 116 | 208 884 | 233 | 1000
R

M 252 | 7.7 |3,084 | 023 |2,286 | 100-0| 100| 98| ov8| 907 |1,078 | 1000
82| 86| 340 | 914 | 372 [1000| 16| 150 91| 850 107 | 1000

17| 12| 135 | 888 | 152 | 1000 7| 140| 40| 851 | 471000

26| 18:3| 116 | 81-7 | 142 | 1000 o|205| 35| 795 441000

75| 11:3| 591 | 887 | 666 [100-0| 32| 162| 166 838 | 198 | 100D

1| 59| 18| 941 17 | 100-0 12:5 7| 875 8 | 1000

28| 85| 300 | 91-5 | 328 | 100-0 5| 75| ez|o92s5| e7/1000

217 | 7-1|282% | 929 |3,043 [ 100-0| @0 | 91| 899|909 | 989 | 1000

245 | 7.3 8,126 | 92.7 |3,371 [100-0| 95| 9.0 | 961 | 91-0 | 1,056 | 1000

10 | 94 (1,063 | 906 1,173 [100-0| 44 | 10-7 | 367 | 893 | 411 |100:0

1n)i12ze| 74| 81| B5|100:0 1| 56| 17| 944 181000

121 961,087 | 90-4 |1,258 | 100-0| 45| 10:5 | 384 | 895 | 429 | 100-0

5| 161| 26| 830 | 31 |100-0 2| 333 & | 687 & | 100-0

7| 18| 521|987 528 (wo0| —| 00 3 | 100-0 3 | 1000

83 | 551,607 | 945 | 1,700 | 100-0 2| a1, 20| 908| 22|1000

138 | B4 |1,506 | 916 |1,644 (1000 43| 101 | 381 | 890 | 424 | 1000

238 | 6] (5,694 | 93.9 /3872 | 100-0| 45 10:0 | 404 | 900 | 448 | 1000

128 | 17-2 | 623 | 82.8| 752 |100-0| &5 9.2 937 | 80-8 |1,082 | 1000

41 11-1 32 | 88-9 36 | 100-0 Z | 200 8 | 80-0 10 | 1000

106 | 581,734 | 942 | 1,840 [ 100-0| 35| 64 512 836 | 547 | 100-0

172 | 851,858 | 91-5 |2,025 (1000 87| 11-3| 680 | 887 | 767 | 100-0

28 | 137 | 176 | 863 | 204 | 1000 s| 70| 8| 930 711000

200 | 90 (2,029 | 91-0 [2,229 (10040| 92| 10| 746 | 89-0 | 838 | 100-0

85 | 10| 506 | 890 | 59 (w00| 15| 142| 91| 858 106 | 100-0

371 | B0 4,289 | 920 (4,660 | 100-0| 142 | 85 [1,349 | 905 | 1,481 | 1000

* Number of previous live and still births.
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non-medical supervisors. With the marked decrease in domiciliary con-
finements the number of domiciliary midwives will be gradually reduced
over the years. This may seem an anomaly with the overall increase in
their work but due regard must be paid to the fact that their work is more
regular and more capable of organisation.

Analgesia
Analgesia was administered to the following patients by domiciliary

midwives:—

As midwives No. of With doctor present No. of
patients patients
Gas and air -.x B95 Gas and air L e I 1
Gas, air and trilene ... 3 Gas, air and trilene ... =
Gas, air and pethidine ... 1,063 Gas, air and pethidine ... 169
Trilene ... .o 208 Trilene ... i 20
Trilene and pethidine .. 273 Trilene and petludme 35
Pethidine B ... 1,083 Pethidine g F L
Gas, air, trilene and Gas, air, trilene and
pethidine oan g 20 pethidine o = 4
Puerperal pyrexia

There were 141 cases notified during the year,

Bed Bureau and Emergency Lists

The number of applications to the Bed Bureau was 3,569, of which
1,329 were investigated by the domiciliary midwife. In all, 2,240 were
booked for a hospital bed.

There were 138 cases referred to the Regional Hospital Board on the
emergency list as compared with the last two years when the number
referred had dwindled to below 20. The December demand accounted for
most of these when, as previously reported, wards at three maternity
units were closed for alteration.

Local Authority Clinics (Maternity)

The number of general practitioners holding separate antenatal clinics
at welfare centres during 1966 was 29. In addition to this, 21 general
practitioners held an antenatal clinic combined with children’s examina-
tions. (Clinics for children’s examinations and immunisation only were
held by nine general practitioners).

Assistant M.O.H. Midwife General Praciifioners
abtending aftending altending

New cases Allendances New cases Atlendances New Cases Alendances
1961 1,323 8,141 1,234 4,841 1,626 10,644
1962 g42 6,032 1,363 5,556 1,793 11,704
1963 615 4,190 1,741 6,608 1,776 11,419
1964 308 3,307 2,301 7.748 Z2112 13,108
1965 333 3,081 2,277 7,401 2,479 13,720
1966 315 1,517 2,528 7.856 2 884 16,372
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2, {(a) Cases supervised by welfare centre and midwife 31 —

() Nao, of 2 (a) for which medical aid was called ... 7 —_

(¢) Number of 2 (a) attended by general practitioner
E-t bi.ﬂ'.h LR CER] man man amn I —
3. Cases which were hospital bookings ... = = 149 Za
4. [a) Cases not booked by hospital or midwife ... 53 —
(b) NWo. of 4 (a) for which medical aid was called . 18 —

(¢) Number of 4 (a) attended by general prac-
titioner at birth e 11 —_
5. Number of babies born in ambulances 7 —
{ﬂ} HﬂSPitﬂl bﬂﬂkﬁd TR s wa e P 2 —
(6) Not booked BN e e o 5 —

6. Number of cases on emergency list for hospital con-
finement, but delivered at home ... Q —_—

Total number of deliveries attended by general

practitioner 1,032 (187%;) —_

(8) REQUESTS FOR MEDICAL AID BY DOMICILTIARY MIDWIVES
UNDER C.M.B. RULES, ANALYSED BY CAUSE

Doclor booked Midwafe
Sfor antenatal booked
and postnatal  and solely

care responsible
(@) Mothers

1. Antepartum haemorrhage ak 40 3
2. Chest conditions 1 —
3. Essential hypertension Ein 29 —
4, Hydramnios ... 4 —_
5. Malpresentation = e ol i 39 1
6. Multiple pregnancy 1 —_
7. Other antenatal conditions 5 2
8. Poor general condition 1 1
9. Toxaemia ; G =
10. Urinary conditions ... 29 1
11. WVaricose veins 1 —_
12. Difficult or prolonged ial:ruur 63 4
13. Foetal distress ... 45 3

14, Post partum hamanhage 25
15. Laceration of perineum e 251 5
16. Obstetric shock — —
17. Premature labour 40 1
18. Retained placentae ... .. .. .. 23 2
19, Inflamed breast = : 4 1
20. Other postnatal mmpl]l:atmns i sas 8 3
21. Puerperal pyrexia 51 6
22, Thrombosis of leg veins 16 4
23. Abortion 11 2
24. Social conditions o xia . id i 1 1
Torar ... ... 704 38
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DOMICILIARY CONFINEMENTS.

CONFINEMENTS AT CITY HOSPITALS AND
MARSTON GREEN, THE HATCHED POR-
TION REPRESENTING EARLY DISCHARGES.

CONFINEMENTS AT CITY HOSPITALS,
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HEALTH VISITING
(Section 24 — National Health Service Act, 1946)

On 31st December, 1966, the Department employed the equivalent of
132 health visitors (121 whole-time and 20 part-time). This was an
increase of seven on the 1965 figures.

A full-time equivalent of 1-4 health visitors was seconded to the
Unmarried Mothers Section, 1-2 to the Geriatric Section and 09 was
employed on visits to daily minders,

Visited children under the age of five years totalled 95,801 as com-
pared with 96,007 in 1965. The average basic case load was 743 (a decrease
of 25 on the 1965 figure). In addition, regular visits were paid to 912
: over the age of 65 years and 81 mentally disturbed persons. Of
the visited children under five years, 15-4 per cent. were of the coloured
population (139 per cent. in 1965).

Although the average case load per health visitor was slightly less
than in 1965, some health visitors had case loads of 1,200 children when it
is generally recognised that this should be about 500. The present intake
to the health visitor training school is the lowest for many years and there
will be a considerable number of retirements in 1967 and the following
jﬁ.m. This fluctuation in recruitment year by year makes planned pro-
gress very difficult, particularly in relation to attachment schemes to
general practitioners. With inadequate numbers and with the problems of
fh.lﬁ large city, time must be conserved by health visitors working by
district for many years to come and all that can be hoped for is a sessional
mmt to general practitioners for consultations or for clinics held at
surgeries. Again work by district is of paramount importance in the middle
and inner rings where conditions are often Victorian, overcrowded and
unhygienic and where the loss of infant life is far too high. The problems
of the health visitors have increased in these areas, as, with the full case
loads of overworked general practitioners, there is a constant stream of
people to welfare centres seeking advice on medical, social and personal

problemns.

- ﬁ-nperatiun with General Practitioners

During 1966 health visitors gave assistance to 52 general practitioners
in 35 practices with sessions at their surgery premises. Work undertaken
was with antenatal, postnatal, well baby, well old people and combined
antenatal and baby sessions, including immunisations. This type of work
had led to many more requests for partial attachment of health visitors to
| Broup practices on a sessional basis. Despite staff shortages, all requests
| have been met and a more effective community service follows. As well,
| health visitors attended on a total of 73 general practitioners at welfare
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centres. The most favoured type of clinic held by the general practitioner:
was the combined well baby, immunisation, antenatal clinic,

The total number of sessions given to general practitioners, whethe
at welfare centres or at surgeries, was 297 monthly and the total numbe
of general practitioners involved was 125. In addition a further 10 sessior
monthly were held with general practitioners and midwives. Over 60 e
cent. of the health visiting staff are now involved in these sessional attach
ment schemes.

Health Visitors® Training Centre

From September, 1966 this course was transferred to the Cn]lege
Commerce (Education Department) and although closely linked it is 1
longer one of the Health Department’s activities. Fourteen students we
sponsored by the Health Department. The Administrative Medical O _
of Health attends the meetings of the Standing Conference of Representa-
tives of Health Visitor Training Centres. |

Visitors to Welfare Centres

There was a total of 1,815 visitors to welfare centres. The majorit
of the visits were part of training programmes when a day was spent witl
a health visitor in order to accompany her on a session of humnms»lhng
participate in a clinic session. There were 448 student nurses, 103 studen
district nurses, 113 medical students, 161 pupil midwives, 26 child ca
officers in training and 20 social study students. Medical and nursing
ers visited from Finland, Bolivia, Holland, Ghana, Nigeria, India, }
and the United States of America.

Health Education and the Health Visitor

The health visitors continued to give group teaching to schools, youth
and adult groups and to elderly people, in addition to their indi
health teaching. A drive was made to attract Asian immigrant mot
regular classes in the Handsworth area where the percentage of imm
children, both Asiatic and West Indian, under five years was 56-5.
indebted to the Indian High Commissioner's Welfare Officer who was
great assistance to the health visitors concerned with this work.
addition one health visitor was seconded to the B.B.C. on a part-time
to help the producer of the weekly television programme for India
Pakistanis. She was able to provide valuable material for the prog
devoted to health and welfare and also conducted a survey on the _
used by other local health authorities concerned with the health educat
of Asian immigrants, i
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resher Courses and In-Service Training

Approved refresher courses arranged by the Royal College of Nursing

nd the Health Visitors Association were attended by 26 health visitors
and fourteen health visitors were able to undertake an intensive course of
training in screening for deafness. Forty health visitors were able to attend
he General Hospital in order to perfect their technique in withdrawal of
ood samples from antenatal patients. Six staff meetings were held during
he year when guest speakers advised this large staff on a variety of topics,
These meetings were of great value to all concerned as they afforded an
‘opportunity to meet together and discuss new developments and depart-

~mental arrangements.

. 11 m -
RICKETS AND SCURVY

A survey was continued into the incidence of rickets and scurvy in
_; F ol children and the following cases were notified by the health
wvisitors (figures for 1965 in brackets).

Nalionality Rickeis Scurvy
English ves B [B) 0 {0)
West Indians e as) 1 (1)
Asiatic Indians 3 (4) 0 (1)
Mediterranean
i Countries ... Sy 2O
- 1 doubtiul

N PHENYLKETONURIA

Total number of phenylketonuria tests in 1966 ... ... 20,807
Refusals to permit test 18
Number of children who left the Clty bc[r:-re the tu-t 510
Number of children who died prior to the test ... 30

All the tests were negative to phenistix but in two cases it was neces-
ry to refer specimens of urine for full examination which proved
el | 'ﬂ.

- The child born in 1965, who gave a positive reaction to the phenistix
test, is still undergoing out-patient treatment at the Children’s Hospital
but appears to be developing normally.

lousing Management Department Hostels

~ The health visitors continued to pay regular visits to the hostels for
the homeless. The hostel wardens welcomed the health visitors’
fiorts to teach hygiene and infant care to mothers in these distressing

i
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circumstances, The following table shows the number of individual
mothers and children visited during 1966.

No. of Total No.
HOSTELS No,of |expectant | No.of | of visils
children | mothers | families to

visifed visiled visited hostels
80 Westley Road, Acocks Green ... 212 24 73 42
43 Trinity Road, 20 ... 124 15 58 50
1 Oakland Road, 13 399 21 218 38
112 Moseley Street, 12 168 11 99 20
306 Station Road, Stechford 273 14 187 36
10 Soho Road, Hockley ... 259 11 149 32
ToTaLs e 1,435 96 784 218

Observation register: Special play groups for handicapped chil-
dren: Training of medical offlcers in developmental paediatrics

Certain adverse factors in pre-, peri- and post-natal life predispose a
child to mental and/or physical handicap. About 1 per cent. of all children
born are handicapped in some way. When defects occur, they must be
detected as early as possible so that attempt may be made to help in the
development of residual abilities of such children. k

¥

The purpose of the observation register is to keep a list of all chﬁdreni
so predisposed, and assess their progress. This is essential if early diagnosis
of handicapping conditions is to be achieved. However, in 1965 over 33 perJ
cent. of children born in the City had been placed on the register and
adequate follow-up of such large numbers was not possible because of
of inadequate clerical and medical resources. Therefore, in 1966 the
scheme was reorganised and the number of adverse factors qualifying for
admission to the register was reduced to eleven. '

Notification from maternity hospitals and the midwives contin _
to give useful information but the primary visit of the health visitor to the
home often elicits the most valuable evidence. Too often the information
obtained from these sources conflicts and it is difficult to assess the risk to
the child. Negotiations were begun with the Regional Hospital Board to
obtain through their computer a notification of children at risk delivered
in hospital. It is felt that this will provide accurate information. Discus-
sions on this matter are still continuing.
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All children attending a welfare clinic for the first time are examined
hy the medical officer. Children on the observation register are watched
;?articularly. and tests carried out to check their developmental progress.
Hearing assessment is undertaken. In the case of children not attending
the clinic, the health visitor calls at the home to test the hearing.

Special training in developmental assessment of very young children
is being given to the clinic medical officers, so that this work may be
efficiently carried out. Two doctors were sent to the ““Griffiths Course”
during 1966, and two to a refresher course organised by the Society of
‘Medical Officers of Health. More trained doctors are needed and it
is planned to send two more for training in 1967.

The help with the preliminary screening of the large numbers of
children involved, a plan is being formulated for 1967 whereby the health
visitors will be given basic training in simple developmental tests. Not
only does developmental assessment help to detect abnormalities but very
often it gives valuable clues as to the best approach for stimulating the

| child's development. Mothers are accordingly advised by the clinic
| medical officer. This advice is always much appreciated, and when acted
upon can often produce surprisingly good results. Successful rehabilitation
in the community of many handicapped children can be achieved in
‘this manner.

The special play group units for handicapped children held at four
of the clinics were continued. Plans to increase the number in 1966 had
to be held in obeyance, but it is hoped to increase their number in 1967,
Apart from the financial implications in the provision of equipment, the
main difficulties in this field are lack of transport, voluntary help and

adequate professional resources.

Congenital Abnormalities

Notification of congenital abnormalities appears to be becoming
more accurate. The following is a complete list as used in a joint study by
the Public Health Department and the Department of Social Medicine,
Birmingham University. For comparison purposes the numbers in
brackets are of that particular abnormality as notified under the Ministry
of Health Scheme. The discrepancy between the two series of figures is
explained by the fact that the Ministry figures are collected within the
first month of life and are not subject to reappraisal after a short interval.
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nal life, others survive who hitherto did not do so but with a consider-
~mental handicap and considerable bodily abnormality. It is for

¢ to give those with severe handicaps the best possible education, not
tting the aspect of socialisation. Indeed, society has expressed a fear
economic burden which a complete education would involve, taking
onsideration the length of survival. Considered, too, must be the
ion which a severe abnormality, with mental handicap, evokes in
pcople 'i’ct in the city day nurseries ha.ndlcapped children with

s with medicine for not trying to educate society into acceptance

SUMMARY OF VISITS BY HEALTH VISITORS 1965 awp 1966

v 1
Home Visiting 1965 1966 Increase | Decrease
- (] HEE A W-E 132 ? ——
wverage case load of children under 5 years 768 726 -_— 42
of Phenylketonuria tests 21,221 20,807 — il4
wisits bo children wnder 5 years
g nar 22,572 22,135 — 437
to 0-12 months ... 66, 136 64,106 -_— 2,030
1 year ... 47,359 47,706 3a7 —
2- Syears ... 98,615 10 1,475 —
0=12 months ... s 10,342 10,195 - 147
1year ... i 3,275 2,764 — 511
2- Syears ... i 5,380 502 — 368
Visits o expectant motkers - Primary visits ... 2,000 1,858 - 141
Revisits and special visits 2,359 2,071 - 318
isits to recently deliversd women 211 210 — 1
. : Meo-natal deaths 78 68 - 8
Stillbirths ... 45 Sih 5 —
221 410 189 -
EEES EEL) EEE) ﬂﬂ' 3'] 10 o
D 563 237 374 —
 (other than AN and PN) ... - 1,576 1,871 265 —_
ople (women 65+ Men 65+ 3,648 4,707 1,058 -
W m EEE X m m m e
follow-up (by area health visitors) 536 -3 1486 —
s diseases (other than T_B.) 546 532 —_ 14
| practitioners ... .. i 267 181 e 76
tary conditions ... .. .. 62 Td 12 —
64 87 23 —
GRANE . 266,317 266,394 77 —_
- TOTAL USELESS CALLS ... .. .. 55,954 52,568 — 3,386
al follow-up visits by special visitors ... 3,051 2,376 - 675
: 1,810 1,435 - 375
of expectant mothers visited 188 86 - 63
’ 4 1,185 784 - as1
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HOME NURSING SERVICE
(Section 25 — National Health Service Act, 1946)

The total number of cases nursed during 1966 was 19,304, a slight
decrease on the previous year. The visits of home nurses and bathing
attendants totalled 621,808 as compared with 636, 923 in 1965. One would
have expected this number of be much lower as the winter had been mild
and there has not been a major epidemic of respiratory illness. An
increasing number of attachments of district nurses to general practi-
tioners will no doubt, in years to come, affect the number of visits as more
injection, therapy, dressings, etc., will be carried out at surgeries or health
centres.

In the last two years a number of experiments have been carried out
in attachments and liaisons in co-operation with general practitioners.
These schemes have been a marked success and have given a better service
to the patient and enthusiasm to the general practitioners and nurses for
this type of partnership. One result has been an orientation of both parties
involved to the idea of medico social care. Unfortunately in Birmingham
the total number of district nurses is not half the number of practices in
the City nor equal to a third of the number of general practitioners.
Despite this it is hoped within the next year to begin a scheme of attach-
ment in a district nursing area of groups of nurses to groups of doctors in
a ratio of about six doctors to four nurses. From this experience it may be
possible to extend the scheme to the City at large within two to three
years.
The number of new cases by age groups is given below for the years
1961 to 1966 (cases on the books at the end of the preceding year given in
brackets):-

Age groups I 1961 1962 | 1963 1964 19635 1966

I

. 1,327 1,243 1,430 1,470 1,495 1,351
(63) (52) (47) 30) | (54) (51)
=as. ... . 641 683 748 478 | 576 601
(23) (27) (39) (24) (27) (31)
i5-64 ... ... 6,128 6,085 6,246 6,265 6,400 6,517
(1,118) | (1,041) | (1,029) | (L017) | (1,021) | (1,075)
RS e 6,636 6,619 7,074 6,619 6,832 6,595
(2,715) | (2,680) | (2,716) | (2,913) | (2,958 | (3,080)
New cases ... | 14,732 | 14630 | 15498 | 14,832 | 15303 | 15,064
Total cases ... | 18,646 | 18430 | 19,329 | 18816 | 19,363 | 19,304

Visits by nurses [

and home

attendants ... |619,828 |616,074 |622,343 |631,836 636923 |621,808
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discharged from hospitals have shown a significant rise due to co-operation
between hospital staff and the domiciliary services which resulted in
early discharge of patients.

Elderly patients - percentage of visits paid

As seen from the following table, despite a variation in the number of
visits paid by qualified staff, the percentage paid to the different age

groups shows a tendency towards increasing emphasis on the care of the
elderly.

0 — 4 yrs, §— 14 yrs, | 15— 64 yrs. 65+ Total visits
1960 2% 1% 31% 669, 631,375
1961 20 19, 319 669, 593,202
1962 20/ 19, 307, 679, 591,262
1963 2% 1% 29% 68% 297,551
1964 29%, 1% 209% 68% SO0
1965 2% 1% 299, 682 607,982
1966 2% 1% 299, 687, 592,674

As a number are incontinent the domiciliary laundry service and
the provision of incontinence pads assists in their care; sick room equip-
ment is available for their use and by the loan of mechanical hoists, many
frail relatives have been assisted in the lifting of heavy patients. In
addition nurses are instructed in methods of lifting which put less strain
on their back musculature and make movements easier for the patient;
the relatives too are taught the correct methods of lifting so that in the
nurse’s absence they know how to handle the patient. Perhaps one of the
greatest factors in helping the patient who has suffered a stroke or is
crippled with arthritis to return to an independent way of life is the
exercise of weak muscles and the movement of stiff joints. So that the
nurses might include this in their routine care of the patient, a qualified

physiotherapist gives a series of lectures to the nurses on how to carry out

simple rehabilitative exercises.

Night Service

Each night, on a rota, members of the day staff undertake late visits
to ill patients and emergency cases. Telephone messages for these nurses
were received previously at the eight District Nursing centres, so that
one nurse had to be on telephone duty to receive them. This was proving
an uneconomic use of staff and the Telephone Manager of the General Post
Office was approached regarding the installation of a transfer call system.
Step by step this was put into operation until all calls received from 1730
hrs. to 2200 hrs. were channelled through one District Nursing centre.
Some telephone exchanges are able to do this automatically, in others it is
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necessary for the operator to intercept the calls; this inevitably causes
some delay, but it is hoped that the automatic system will soon be in
operation for all areas.

At 2200 hrs. a state-registered nurse comes on duty for the night; s u'-
visits ill patients at the request of the doctor or the day nurses; if cor :—
tinuous care is needed she obtains the services of a nurse attendant, wh
remains with the patient throughout the night. Continuity of care
assured by reporting night cases to the day staff. -

NIGHT NURSING SERVICE FOR 1566

Month | fam. | Feb. | Mar. Apr.lﬂny Jume | July | Aug. | Sepl. | Od. | Nov. | Dee.

o] —:] & 1 z |88 el 28E 5 1 g | - | 5 illB
|
visits .. | — | 12| 2| 5|35 | 20| s m| 2l 2| — | =i
= l
Might |
lattendant -
o] (SRS [ ol F| b= e O R B s

District Nursing Equipment
For a long time this Department was conscious of the ne:ed for packs of
pre-sterilised dressings to be made available for the use of domici y
patients. It was with satisfaction that it was learned that the Ministry of
Health had included sterilised dressing packs in the list of items which
can be prescribed by general practitioners. :

When the procedure for using pre-sterilised glass syringes m ntr
duced it was then thought that the time would come when di
syringes would become cheaper and therefore more economic to use
the glass syringes. In June pre-sterilised disposable syringes were is
to the nursing staff and the use of pre-sterilised glass syringes discontinued

Co-operation with General Practitioners

(@) MiNisTRY OF HEALTH ScHEME ON HOME NURSING
The Home Nursing Service participated in this scheme in 1965, ouf

the result of the Survey was not published during 1966.

(b) DisTricT NURSES WORKING WITH GENERAL PRACTITIONERS
During 1966 eleven district nurses worked with general practiti
this is the same number as in 1965 but the help they gave was inc
Two visited the general practitioner monthly for consultations. Fi
visited once or twice weekly to treat ambulant patients at the docto:
surgery, afterwards paying domiciliary visits to patients whom the
especially wished them to see. These attendances at the doctor’s surges
provided an opportunity for discussing matters relevant to patients w h
both the doctor and nurse visited. :
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The most interesting development was the secondment of four
en's nurses full-time to four group practices. The nurses generally
an their day's work along similar lines. The first half of the morning is
ent in visiting the doctor's cases who require domiciliary nursing care,
: t 1100 hrs. they go to the surgery and there meet the doctors and
discuss any matters relating to patients. After this they treat ambulant
patients in the surgery — the table in the text shows the variety of work
they undertook in 1966. During the afternoon another round of domi-
ciliary nursing cases is undertaken. One of the most valuable contribu-
butions the nurses make are special visits paid at the doctor’s request,
where their observations can either save a doctor’s visit or alternatively,
L ing the patients symptoms, show that a doctor’s visit is really

B LA

One district nurse seconded to a group practice is assisting a doctor
in a survey of elderly persons who attend either at the surgery or are
visited at home by the doctor and nurse. The following tests are carried
:'5: it by the nurse:- eyesight, urine, blood pressure, weight and height
‘measurement and a specimen of blood is taken. The thoroughness of the
amination is shown by the fact that only two elderly peolple are
nined at each afternoon session, but the value of this painstaking work
clearly demonstrated when a malignant face ulcer was diagnosed in its
ly stages and in time for it to be completely cured. Two cases of
myxcedema were diagnosed and the aged person returned to health.

This integrated care given by doctor and nurse has not only resulted
in a more efficient service but has saved the doctor wasting his skills on
‘unnecessary work and has provided the nurse with patient care well within
capacity and for which she is well qualified by her training and
‘experience. Perhaps the greatest evidence of its success is the enthusiasm
‘which the nurses show for this method of community care.

The table below shows the treatments and follow-up visits undertaken
by these district nurses:-

g
2. ==
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Blood
Taking | pressures | Special
specimens | urine fests | bandages, Follow-up
of blood elc. dressings | Imjections visils Total
80 318 554 909 506 2,798
Nechells Green Health Centre

The work carried out by the district nurses attached to the Nechells
en Health Centre appears to have stabilized as the following table




TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES TREATED BV THE NURSES

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966
7,233 10,491 11,266 11,777 12177 11,923

Seventy-eight patients not on the lists of doctors at the centre wer
treated. The treatments were classified as follows:—

)

Injections 3,514 + 61
Dressings 5741 + 17 Y
Others ... i 2,590 \

11,845 78=11923

Voluntary Organisations
THE AssociaTioN OF FRIENDS oF HOME NURSING IN BIRMINGHAM -

The Aston Manor Nursing Institution decided that, in view of tl
widening nature of its work connected with the Home Nursing Se!vlm,
should change its name to that of “The Association of Friends of Ho: r
Nursing in Birmingham”. At the Annual General Meeting held at the
Town Hall with the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress present, the change
in name was unanimously adopted.

TueE Marie CurRie MEMORIAL FouNDATION
Thirteen day and night nurses are at present employed by the Marie
Curie Memorial Foundation to care for patients suffering from malign:
disease in their vwn homes within the City boundary. The Founda
arranges for the insertion of advertisements for staff and assumes finan
responsibility, but the service is administered by the Administrative
Medical Officer of Health and the Home Nursing Superintendents. :
The Marie Curie nurses are employed on a casual basis, atter ﬂ_,',._-i;'
patients either at night or during the daytime. This ensures that the
relatives of these patients get some relief from the onerous nursing duties.
In 1966, the 13 nurses employed attended 114 patients suffering from
malignant diseases.
During the year, the Foundation has given £61. 18. 2d. from the
Area Welfare Grant to supply material comforts to sufferers and items
such as extra fuel and nourishment, clothing, bed-linen and toilet acce:
sories have been purchased for the patients.

£2,095. 18. 3d. has been paid in nurses’ salaries, National Insurance
contributions and travelling expenses.

This generous help is greatly appreciated.
Staff Training .

During the year thirty state registered nurses completed the course of
district training and entered for the examination for the Queen’s Roll a _3
the National Certificate of the Ministry of Health. Twenty-seven were
successful, one has since re-entered and passed.
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Of the thirty students, twenty were trained for Birmingham, nine for

~ other authorities and one trained independently. Two students were sent

from the Island of Mauritius and sponsored by the World Health Organisa-
tion. Twenty of the total number took the full training and ten who held
additional qualifications took the shortened course.

Seven state enrolled nurses entered for the 10-week course of instruc-
tion in district nursing; one withdrew before completion of the course, the
remaining six passed the practical and written assessments and were
awarded certificates by the Q.I.D.N.

Three meetings were held when the staff heard lectures on *“Rheuma-
tism" and on “Mental Subnormality” and saw a film on "Closed Cardiac
Massage and Resuscitation”.

- Seventeen members of the staff attended refresher courses arranged
by the Queen's Institute of District Nursing and the Royal College of
| Nursing.

The senior nurses of the eight district nursing centres attended a
study day which included lectures and discussions. A wvisit was paid to
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital where the staff had lectures on an intensive
care unit, a cardiac pacemaker and a dialysis machine.

' Home nursing attendants were very appreciative of a study day which
| was arranged for them and which they all attended.

In common with other members of the Public Health nursing staff,
| the district nurses attended a study session in family planning which was
| ar d by the Family Planning Association in co-operation with the
| Public Health Department. A selected number were given in-service
| training on the subject of “Cancer’’; afterwards these nurses gave talks to
| organisations or groups who requested information on this subject.

' Pupil Nurse Training - State Enrolled Nurses

- Under the arrangements made between the United Birmingham
* Hﬂ-spltals and the Department, the first group of four pupil nurses spent
| four weeks in their 2nd year of training with the district nurses. They
| observed the nursing care given to patients and attended lectures on
| domiciliary nursing subjects. At the end of the month’s experience they
were able to visit some patients on their own.

~ Thirty-seven pupil nurses from other hospitals accompanied the
district nurses on their rounds.

Domiciliary Visits - Student Nurses and Post-Registration

Students

| During 1966, 503 students from City hospitals, in addition to the

| pupil nurses, accompanied the district nurses on their rounds. Of these,
%ﬁ were training for the General Register, 36 for the Sick Children's

R Register, 39 for the Mental Register and 13 were occupational health

nurse students,
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Secondment of District Nurses to Work in the Geriatric Section
~ The work of the Geriatric section increased throughout the year and
it became evident that the help provided by the two male nurses and

fous - part-time nurses was insufficient. To rectify this, four district nurses
s seconded to work full-time and three continued to work on a part-

= On3ist December, 1966, the number of district nurses seconded to
section on a full and part-time basis was as follows:-

Full-time | Pari-time
Women Men | Women
4 A 3
Five Day Week for District Nurses

- In the early part of the year there was considerable difficulty in
recruiting nurses to fill vacancies in the Service. Advertisements in the
and nursing press produced numbers of enquiries but no firm applica-

ions. Replies to a questionnaire revealed that the reason was the unat-
tractive off-duty.
~ The possibility of a five day week was explored and a plan of off-duty
was drawn up which gave alternate three-day weekends, plus a day off in
veen. [ he scheme was successfully put into operation and as the staff
ares show, recruitment to the Service has improved.

ome Nursing Attendants
_ the 31st December, 1966, twenty-three home nursing attendants
vere employed. The duties which they perform include bathing the frail
- : erly, dressing those who are disabled and have no relatives to help, and
lying special appliances such as spinal jackets and calipers.
Their work continues to increase as the following table shows:—

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966
Cases ... ‘o 6392 7282 7098 7665 8438 B985

Visits ... ... 21,536 24,792 22801 25970 27,880 129,134

ywship of the Handicapped
| T.hree members of the District Nursing staff, instead of two as in
35, accompanied the handicapped on their annual holiday to Caister

~camp. The addition of another nurse proved advantageous and as usual
‘they enjoyed the busy but interesting interlude.

135



Children’s Home Nursing Unit

Two items of major importance have affected the work of the
Children’s Home Nursing Unit. One of the two nurses resigned and the
person appointed to replace her, although a highly qualified and expe-
rienced nursing sister, had not taken the course of district nurse training
and arrangements could not be made for her to do so until the latter part
of the year. Although the existing district nurses undertake the care of
the sick children, doctors seem reluctant to refer cases, unless a specially
appointed children’s home nurse is available.

The other feature leading to the decrease in the number of children
referred to the Service, was the slum clearance and redevelopment in the
area covered by the Unit. During 1966, 221 fewer children were attended
resulting in a decrease of 2,311 wvisits.

It is interesting to note, as the following table shows, that the
greatest decrease occurred in the number of respiratory conditions and
other illnesses which could be attributable in part to environmental cir-
cumstances. '

NEW CASES VISITED, ACCORDING TO DISEASE OR DISORDER,
BY THE CHILDREN'S UNIT

1964 1965 1966
Bronchitis, pneumonia, pleural effusion ... 484 422 366
Tonsillitis, otitis media, adenitis ... 166 196 164
Abscesses, boils and other skin conditions 150 191 117
Gastro-intestinal conditions, including
enemas given ... 144 111 105
Infectious diseases ... 57 65 Bl
Disease of the central nervous sytem ... 15 16 11
Minor surgical o o — — 12
Diabetes melitus ... 1 5 1
Pyrexia 65 61 59
Other medical conditions ... 123 94 71
Post-operative conditions 28 41 31
Orthopaedic conditions ... — — —
Eye conditions 1 7 5
Burns and Scalds ... 13 19 10

ToTaL 1,247 1,228 1,013

The night nurse has attended 122 children to whom she paid 33
visits, compared with 217 children and 615 visits in 1965.
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s, 1st January, 1966 ... 4,240
19,304
i O 592,674

Cases on books New cases
Ist Jan., 1966
51 1,351
s 31 601
1,075 6,517
3,080 6,595

_ 12,092
N . s ein ke i e 2,449
Health Department 354

15,064

IFICATION BY DISEASE OR DISORDER OF NEW CASES DEALT
BY THE HOME NURSING SERVICE
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LOAN OF NURSING EQUIPMENT - y
(Section 28 — National Health Service Act, 1946) *

The number of articles of both sick room and special equipment on
loan increase at an unexpected rate year by year, principally hemum,}
the number of aged who are looked after in their homes. Special atten-
tion was drawn to this in the 1965 Annual Report. The number of articles
loaned has increased by 14:5 per cent. in 1966 to 17,614. The amoun
contributed in loan charges was £3,243, an increase of £272 over the
previous year. The items which contributed especially to this increase were
bed pans, commodes, leg cradles, walking sticks, walking aids, wheelchz irs
and bath aids. There was no notable addition over the year to the ran, {
of special equipment and it was a matter of replacing items whlch cou T
not be repaired and increasing the existing stock. ;

Commodes are now the most frequently requested item of sick roo:
equipment with a weekly delivery rate of from 20 — 40. The introdu -=-|u on
of the modern, stainless, stacking tubular commode has not been as suc
cessful as hoped. The aged and infirm prefer the greater stability of JL:
heavy wooden type and for this reason both types are available. '

Non-returnable polythene draw sheets have been introduced to reduce
the cleansing of equipment at centres and reduce both administrative 1
clerical help. Hospital quality mackintosh sheets, however, are still ver
necessary for grossly incontinent patients.

The loan of enuretic alarm units has shown the greatest percentage
increase in demand. Unfortunately there were times during the year w
there was a waiting list of two months or over despite many additions te
stock. The number of children who have used this apparatus and have
since been free from nocturnal enuresis over a year has slightly increased
It would seem with most of these cases that a little discipline by the p ents
in the amount of fluid which the children take for two hours before g ping
to bed might be as useful a theraputic measure as the alarm unit.

A follow-up of 137 cases who returned the alarm units during 196
gave the following results:—

B e | s

Age Group Successful Not Successful
3-7 22 12
8-12 52 32
over 12 11 8
85 52
——_ — E—

In 32 of the cases reported as successful it was found that there h
been occasional relapses.
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AMBULANCE SERVICE
(Section 27 - National Health Service Act, 1946)

The grand total of patients conveyed by the Ambulance Service
during 1966 was 531,341 compared with 532,446 in 1965.

As the result of a severe staff shortage experienced during the year,
fewer removal cases were carried by the directly provided service and it
‘was necessary to increase considerably the use of private hire cars. This is
shown in the following table.

Hospital Removal Cases
1965 1966

Directly provided service ... 431,799 382,840
prital &r&wi“ L2 LR sEE LR 34'.??0 33’1‘:.1

Private hire cars A i 42,191 91,199
508,760 507,240

The trend in the number of cases conveyed by directly provided
ambulances of the Removal Section of the Service over the past four years
is illustrated:—

Patients conveyed by Comparison with
directly provided ambulances previous year
Year of Hospilal Removals Service Increase Decrease
1963 377.844 16,240
1964 396,664 18,820
1965 431,799 35,135
1966 382,840 48,959

Detailed statistics under various classifications are shown in the
following table, which also gives comparative figures for the past five
years.
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Conveyance of Patients by Rail

Wherever possible long distance cases were conveyed on the :
lance [rail/ambulance basis. Some 503 cases were carried on this b
during the year as compared with 596 the previous year.

Service ambulances were provided at the request of other local he
authorities to meet trains at City railway stations and transport some
pataents either to final destinations or to other railway stations to coi
tinue journeys.

Organisational Changes

The basic organisation of the Ambulance Service continued unalterec
during the year. The staffing position, however, continued to cause con-
cern because resignations completely offset recruitment and the tota
effect was to leave the Service with a much less experienced staff, App
was given for the replacement of the mobile radio system with mad
equipment and consent was obtained to the use of two radio freq
because the message traffic had become too heavy for one frequency. T
new equipment will be in operation early in 1967. ‘.-

Approval has been given to the proposal to build an additiona
Ambulance Depot on the East side of the city and a plot of land has beex
purchased for this purpose in Hobmoor Road, Small Heath fron
Regional Hospital Board. Ministry sanction for the building of the
in 1967 /68 has been refused. The Ambulance Service has taken over
premises attached to the Perry Barr Fire Station which were previ
used as paint-spraying shops. These premises will be used for the ga
of ambulances which are serving the Perry Barr area. It has been nec
sary to extend the room occupied by the central Ambulance Cont:
order to satisfy the requirements of the Offices, Shops and Railwa
Premises Act; this has been done by taking over an at:l]ommg office in th
Headquarters premises. l

Mutual Assistance ]

e il e i

Some 61,966 patients were conveyed on over-the-border journey
during the year, either outwards from the City of inwards to the City, |
pursuance of a policy of the utmost co-operation with neighbourir
authorities to secure economy in the use of ambulances.

= 'Jlm—_-fﬂww:__

Maternity Cases

A further decrease occurred in the number of maternity cases co
veyed frem home addresses to various maternity hospitals during t
year, the total being 8,432 as against 8,703 the previous year.
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PREVENTION OF ILLNESS, CARE AND
AFTER-CARE |
(Section 28 - National Health Service Act, 1946)
CARE OF THE AGED

The pattern of work in the geriatric services which has emerged
during this year continues to emphasise the essential need for close
liaison between statutory and voluntary organisations, in order th :!_'j
all available resources can be fully co-ordinated in the provision of an
integrated service of preventive care and rehabilitation of the elderly
the community. Adequate supportive domiciliary services can mainta
an elderly person in his or her own home environment for munths.f,_
often years. Such community care relieves the pressure on geriatric
hospitals and reduces the waiting list for admission to local auths
welfare homes. It enables the elderly person to retain his independ
and preserve his identity, which are essential for happiness and emo
well-being. The Geriatric Health Visiting Service endeavours to a
the needs of individual elderly persons brought to its notice by hospi
general practitioners, all other local authority personnel, voluntary wor-
kers and relatives. These needs may be many and wvaried, phymcal 0!
emotional, but every effort is made to link the elderly person with appro-
priate services available. 4

There are at present four area geriatric health visiting offices in
Maternity and Child Welfare centre premises. The office at Ne
Health Centre covers the north eastern quadrant of the City;
geriatric health visiting office covers the north western quadrant; the
south eastern quadrant of the City has an office at Yardley Wood and the
south western quadrant is served by Selly Oak geriatric health vis
office. There is frequent contact between the geriatric visitors and
hospitals including the psychiatric day hospitals. Approximately 9°71 per
cent. of all persons being currently dealt with are known to be mentally
disturbed. '

An interesting experiment was initiated on the northern side of he
City at the end of 1966, when a general practitioner arranged for a grouf
of elderly persons from his practice to visit a local authority welfare hom
in order to introduce them to the idea of future residential care. A seniol
geriatric visitor and a welfare officer were present, and gave a short tal
on the domiciliary services for the elderly. This experiment has
repeated, since it appears to alleviate many of the fears and worries w
elderly people experience as the time approaches when they can no |
be fully independent. It is hoped that similar talks will be repe
whenever possible.

Close liaison with voluntary organisations has continued dlmng
year. The Birmingham Council for Old People now has fifteen day cent
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ne day club with a second day club to be opened shortly; other day
s are maintained by other organisations. The Meals on Wheels
» operated jointly by the Women's Royal Voluntary Service and the
ningham Council for Old People and Birmingham Council for Social
¢ duﬁvtmd 90,578 meals during the year, an increase of 16,600 over
year. The Birmingham Council of Social Service Voluntary
ing Service for Old People now visits regularly some 3,895 lonely old

4 &Eﬂ! Geriatric Health Visiting Section is represented on a number of
ary committees concerned with the care of the aged, and in parti-

p ‘committees of the two nursing homes for the elderly which are
ntained by the Birmingham Council for Old People.

At the close of 1966, a total of 7,767 persons were under surveillance
 the geriatric health visitors. Of these 2,573 persons were delegated to
I Eia.tutaq’r agencies for current supervision, and 234 persons to
ary agencies. Of the remaining 4,960 persons under current sur-
by the geriatric health visitors, 3,178 were women and 1,782
n; elderly persons living alone accounted for 54'8 per cent; those
th one other old person, 27-7 per cent. and the remaining 17-5 per
ere living with relatives or friends. It was felt that 792 persons
d intensive visiting, i.e. 16 per cent. of the total number. The
of persons over 75 years of age was 53 per cent. of the total.
s in this older age group often require longer and more frequent
d tl:lis additional work has necessitated the secondment Df a

1able ius1ght into the -.w:-rk of the Geriatric Health Visiting Section,
mbled them to be used by their Home Nursing Service colleagues
risory capacity on some of the social problems of ageing.

1er important development during 1966 in the integration of
ic services has been the compilation of a register of persons at

ac - as points of referral for all the persons who are known to other
of the Public Health Department, e.g. Home Nursing Service,
ﬂﬂgﬁervite. A system of communication is being established

Department’s register, and enable the Register to be used as an
 cross check in the avoidance of duplication of visiting. From
mencement of the Register in mid 1966 until 31st December,
84 referrals for services had been received from the Register and
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- Chiropody Services
|
£

The demand for chiropody greatly exceeds our resources. The
re.linim have been well attended during 1966. The number of sessional
- chiropodists employed at the end of 1966 was five, equivalent to 16 full-
 time i.e. 16 sessions per week.

i

Sessions Treatments given No. of patients
Clinics 169 (191) 946 (875) 481 (324)
Domiciliary 476 (436) 2,461 (2,121) 1,163 (827)

(1965 figures in brackets).

L
There were fewer clinic sessions in 1966 than the previous year because

| two chiropodists left their appointments who could not be replaced until
late during the year. In spite of reduction of clinic sessions by 22, the
number of treatments rose by 71 and the number of patients increased by
157 from the previous year. Similarly the number of patients receiving
‘domiciliary treatment increased by 340 and the number of patients rose

by 336.

- In addition to the Local Authority services, the Birmingham Council

for Old People continued to operate a chiropody service as agents of the

ﬁ_ﬂﬂlth Committee. During the year 4,758 patients received treatment:
?,’?ﬂﬁ in their own homes and 3,052 in chiropodists’ surgeries.

HOSPITAL FOLLOW-UP WORK BY HEALTH VISITORS

During 1966, nine health visitors were attached in a part-time
| capacity to six city hospitals. When the work was evaluated at the
| beginning of the year it was decided that a better service would result
| for the Accident hospital if a geriatric health visitor were to visit the
| hospital regularly and special follow-up visits to children were paid by
| the area health visitors.
Four health visitors dealt mainly with the follow-up of children from
| D v Road, East Birmingham and Selly Oak Hospitals. These included
gﬂnf rickets, malnutrition, hypothermia, battered baby syndrome and
many respiratory infections.

~ Two health visitors assisted with the follow-up of diabetic patients
| from the General and Selly Oak Hospitals. These health visitors found
' &ﬂr work fell into the following categories:—

(1.) Visits to new patients on insulin therapy.

~ (2.) Explanation of dietary problems to patients experiencing
difficulty in their homes.

(3.) Visits to antenatal and out-patient defaulters.
(4.) Visits to elderly diabetics and others with social problems,
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- RECUPERATIVE CONVALESCENCE

During 1966, 334 applications for convalescence were dealt with by
partment, compared with 352 in 1965. As in previous years, the
of applicants were referred by their general practitioners.
| applicants were more than twice as numerous as men. Many
es, not included in the above figures, were received without the
of a medical certificate; medical evidence did not materialise
e applications were not recorded.

gham Hospital Saturday Fund accommodated 155 and seven were
‘homes more suitable to their individual needs. Of the remaining
.appl.icaﬁuns were cancelled, mostly by the patients themselves and
the Department after applicants failed to respond to any com-
ons, or were found to be eligible to go free of charge under direct
tions to the Birmingham Hospital Saturday Fund. In the latter
applicants were instructed to apply to the firms where the contri-
ations were made. After further reference to the general practitioner
1ed, 99 applicants were refused as not coming within the Health
ttee's terms of reference for recuperative convalescence (i.e. a
‘acute illness or operation, or special circumstances which have
‘mental or physical ill health).

— = e —— T e 7

The following table gives the ages and sex of patients who took con-
A -;.-:E_E_a_|l-.. iﬂ l%.

15966 1963 1964
0-4 5-15 16-44 45-64 65-74 754 Total Total Total

0 6 5 11 8 3 33 41 69
0 5 26 a3 42 23 129 129 199

‘As in previous years, applications were received from people in the
‘group who, although in reasonably good health, had not been
afford a holiday for many years. Voluntary organisations who
spring and autumn holidays for old people at reasonable charges
uggested to such applicants, but in most cases their very limited

resources precluded them from going any further in the matter.
people in this age group were acceptable for convalescence, age
no obstacle to acceptance. The Birmingham Hospital Saturday
accommodated eight patients over 80 years old and the Neville
, House in Birmingham (owned by the Birmingham Council for
) ple) accommodated one man over 75 who was recovering from a
recent illness but whose age rendered him too infirm to travel too far

155






HEALTH EDUCATION

In this day of the communication explosion we are surrounded by
M whose purpose it is to inform, instruct, persuade. The spoken word
‘and the written word are powerful weapons in the hands of those who have
ideas or things for sale. But to be effective they must be used skilfully and
selectively lest they pass beneath or above their target. Nowhere is this
more relevant than in health education. The particular expertise of health
education consists in knowing what are the important topics of the moment
and how to communicate them in the way that the audience can best
understand and accept. The paragraphs which follow indicate the subjects
which were singled out for special emphasis during the year and the lines of
communication employed.

Cancer Education

Because of the fear, apathy and ignorance which are the characteristic
reactions of the public to cancer, the Health Committee decided to promote
a Cancer Education programme in the City to encourage a more hopeful
and informed attitude towards cancer.

~ The Health Education Section, in preparation for the programme,
formed a panel of lecturers from the medical and nursing staff, and an in-

service study course was arranged for the lecturers in order to discuss
current medical opinions. We were most fortunate in obtaining the ser-

wices of Dr. J. F. Bromley, recently retired Medical Director of Radio-
therapy Departments of the United Birmingham Hospitals who gave a
series of two lectures weekly for three weeks.

To help us to assess the climate of opinion from an appropriate cross

| section of the public, representatives of various organisations in the City

were invited to the Health Education Section to discuss the programme.

Cancer education films were shown and discussed, together with the other
visual aids to be used.

The campaign was launched by the Chairman of the Health Commit-
tee in September when the press and T.V. interviewers discussed the
subject with members of the Health Education staff. As a result of the
subsequent publicity, fifty-three requests for lectures were received during
the next three months and the demand is still continning. A public lecture
was given in two welfare centres on the north side of the City. After the
first meeting there was a request from the public to increase the single

| lecture to a series of four, covering the various aspects of cancer preven-

ion.

Family Planning

Arising from the Ministry of Health Circular 5/66 urging local autho-
rities to review their present arrangements for family planning, the Health
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rug taking. Literature compiled by Dr. J. Owens and his team on
rminology signs and symptoms, withdrawal symptoms and the descrid-
. commonly used drugs was circulated.

v e
AL

~ There was a reduction in the number of talks given in schools from
32 to 3,733, due to two factors; the closure of some secondary modern
s and the shortage of health visitors and male nurses to undertake
t h education in schools. This is disappointing, especially as the City

f Birmingham Education Department's Sex Education Report points
" put the increasing need for earlier and more widespread instruction on the
abject of human relationships. The Ministry of Health also recommends
an expansion of programmes in schools on smoking and health and
..:!_I- ereal disease.

It was decided, after careful consideration, to include references to
rug taking and young people in the lecture programme for schools.

- Pupils from three grammar schools attended the course on environ-
__'al hygiene together with visits of observation.

Discussion and lectures were arranged for student teachers from
- Westhill and the City of Birmingham Colleges of Education. Discussions
nd visits have been arranged for the teachers from the City of Birming-
iam College of Education Supplementary Course in Health Education.

Dther Activities Supported by the Health Education Section

e

' ‘The Health Education Organisers and the secretaries of various
nisations in the City met and discussed topics to which special atten-
1 was being drawn during the year. Cancer Education was discussed,
were shown and opinions were sought as to the best means of pre-
tation. The subject of Mental Health was also discussed and a detailed
ogramme of the activities for Mental Health Week was publicised.
tmn was drawn to the need for renewed and continued attention to
mmunisation of young children.

- A programme was carried out for youth clubs on “Smoking and
Health” and “Family Relationships”. The subject of Family Relation-
hips was illustrated by the films ‘Learning to Live’ and “Quarter Million
eenagers’’ which have proved most successful.

~ The number of talks to adult and youth groups was 753 (adult — 474,
youth — 279).

'-- GREEN PRIsoN - Lectures on various aspects of health education
ncl g environmental and personal hygiene, were given weekly
 throug ighout the year.
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LEcTURES TO STUDENT GROUPS

(a) STUupENT NURSES - Discussions and lectures,

(b) Purir Pusric HEALTH INSPECTORS — Seventeen n.tl:ended
Health Education Course which included principles of I
education, effective public speaking and practical instructi
the use of visual aids. '

(¢) Psvcmiatric Nurses COURSE - in view of the small num :..._:-'-:-
student nurses in each psychiatric hospital a three week
on the Public Health Services has been arranged in the H
Education Section, this comprises three study days of lec
and visits of observation, Nurses from All Saints, Highcro
Rubery and Hollymoor hospitals attend. .

MENTAL HEALTH WEEK !
The Health Education Section, in co-operation with the Nation
Association for Mental Health and the National Society for Mental
Handicapped Children, arranged a programme during Mental Heal
Week, 5th - 11th June, 1966. Lunch time talks were arranged on tw
occasions. '
Mental Welfare officers gave talks illustrated by films at j
Centres in four areas of the City, the theme being “The Return of M
Patients from Hospital into the Community”. Two senior training ce
for the mentally handicapped were open to visitors and exhibition m
was displayed at Bell Barn Training Centre. A leaflet on the subj
prepared and 5,000 copies were distributed to the public.

The response from the public was disappointing.

RETIREMENT COURSES :
In conjunction with the Birmingham Retirement Cuunml twn liscu
sion courses were held in the Health Education Section for the wivi
men attending the pre-retirement course at work. _
The Retirement Council met in the Health Education Section to vi
the B.B.C. 1 programme ‘‘Forward to Retirement”. This consisted of
series of eight viewings followed by discussion. 1

Health Education Lecture Room
The Health Education Lecture Room was used 249 times during 16
for meetings, discussions, demonstrations and various courses includi
the following:— ;
(a) Professional and voluntary groups, e.g. Midwives, Health Visit
Training Course, Nursery Nurses, Royal College of Nursi
Society of Medical Officers of Health, Public Health Inspect
Association, District Nurses, Clinic Medical Officers, Home Hel
Childrens’ Department and Play Groups. .
(5 A one day course for parents of handicapped children to dise
their physical, mental and social needs.
(¢) A Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme mothercraft mn&
by an examination.
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bitions and Displays

Exhibitions were produced and erected for specific occasions and for
courses held in the section. Displays were sent to other sections on request.

An exhibition on local authority nursing services was shown at the
College of Nursing Jubilee year in the Council House and Art
Gallery. An exhibition arranged at Handsworth Show in co-operation
vith the Civil Defence Department who provided the tent.

s and Film Strips

Premwa of films and filmstrips are arranged at regular intervals to
allow senior members of the Department and section heads to select
uitable material for their staff.

Films purchased during the year include “Breast Self Examination”
d “Quarter Million Teenagers”.

rs, Leaflets and Booklets

~ Posters, leaflets and booklets were distributed to welfare centres,
day nurseries, district nursing centres and school clinics. The subjects
1ded Mother and Child Care, Personal and Environmental Health,
Home Safety, etc. The section also produced a poster and leaflet to support
the Cancer Education Campaign, a leaflet for Mental Health Week and a
=t entitled “Clean Food and the Citizen”". A news letter is also pre-
vared and published for the information of the Public Health Department
staff. A number of students from training colleges, schools and hospitals
request advice and visual material for study projects from the section.

B s e T e e T e
. 3 5 o r {

—— e e sy o
s 3

161



PRIORITY IN REHOUSING ON MEDICAL
GROUNDS

During the year 6,728 recommendations were made to the
Management Department concerning the medical aspects of housing appli
cations. These are classified as follows:— L

.'\.-
[] :-'.I":.

AFPLICATIONS FOR PRIORITY REHOUSING ON MEDICAL : ;
GROUNDS OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS

Points awarded Immediale

rehousing | Total

Nie| 10| 20| 30| recom- appli-

mended | cations

Psychological disorders | 443 | 550 | 269 | 92 2 1,356
Neurological disorders in-

cluding fits .. .. |125] 72| 76| €9 8 350

Chest disorders .. .. | 628 | 962 | 370 | 306 4 2,270

Wounds .. oo i 1 2 2| — —_— 5

EBlindness o 23 12| 21 16 —_ 77
Rheumatism and arthn

tis s 119 | 155 | 175 | 177 2] 635
Other urthapﬁedll‘: dls—

orders . o 89 | 44 | 41| 34 1 209

Cardio vas-:uia.r disurders 209 | 114 | 305 | 292 8 928

Other Physical defects . 31 28 22 as 2 118
Gastro - intestinal -;iis-

orders . i 63 | 41 a7 16 — 157

Genito- unna.r}r d:mrdcrs 53| 31| 27| 18 1 - 130
General debility, i.e. Dis-
orders not otherwise

classified o L. | 264 | 134 | 61 33 1 493

Torats .. .. 1208812 145‘ 14 1,naa| 3 | 6728

In an additional 92 cases no medical conditions was found or a cor
dition was found which was not related to the housing circumstances anc
the Housing Management Department was informed accordingly.

The figures given do not include recommendations made fro
Chest Clinic in cases of tuberculosis which are recorded elsewhere
report; nor do they take account of the very many investigations
are made within the Department but which do not lead to any reco:
dation to the Housing Management Department.

Unexpectedly, after the exceptionally large number of cases dea
with in 1965, the present year showed a slight increase, 47 more cases
dealt with than in the previous year. Evidently, there is as yet no slackel
ing in housing applicants’ demands for medical priority.
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HOME HELP SERVICE |

(Section 29 — National Health Service Act, 1946)

Young people tend to live away from their parents and everything |
against the elderly finding new accommodation near their own kin, R
are too high for them, their furniture may not fit and income may h
inadequate. There is so little the already aged can do by their own effort
to prepare for retirement except, perhaps, the cultivation of a pursuit or.
hobby in which the interest may be illusory. It is, however, often not th
aged person who has to make the adjustment — this he may be unable ti
do - but the family may need to do so because of the change in thei
parents. The natural involution of the brain in some may lead to apath;
irritability, garrulousness, an unduly great concern with minutiae and ;
loss of concern about essentials which, when preserved in a normal fashic
are the touchstone to social communication. Many of the aged are regar
ded as eccentric and bureaucratic and when living alone such behavio
may prevent, or be an excuse, for the family not to visit. In some case
the home help is requested at too late a stage It is incredible that ther
are requests for elderly people living in utterly sordid and noisome cor
ditions with their families living within easy visiting distances. Thes
neglected homes create difficulties in finding personnel willing to undertak
unpleasant tasks, and nobody can blame them. But blame does attach t
relatives who, even in their infrequent visiting, have looked on and see
conditions deteriorate. Often, a good and willing home help is withdraw;
from several needy cases in order to make a neglected home habitable
The difficulty is that during this time the persons from whom the home
help has been withdrawn to assist in the neglected home, then sher

deterioration.

i-il-:_
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The needs of the elderly are varied depending on their health, mobilit:
eyesight and hearing. Some required just four hours’ service per v
Experience shows that the aged can spend the eventide of their da.

home if adequate help is available, both statutory and vuluntm)r a.nd h
is the aim of the home help service. The home help service alone is far fro
a complete answer; often a request is made to increase hours but on inves
gation it is not increased hours of help the aged person needs but someor
who would stay a while longer to relieve the time of loneliness with no-onée
to talk or be with. Somehow, in some way, the community must turn aws
from their television sets and seek out those who need companionship ar
help. The Local Authority at the most can only supply an essential part
of the total need. Good housing, insulated bungalows, underfloor heating
meals on wheels, a warden service, the help of Local Authority personni
ete. cannot replace companionship. If the welfare of persons of all agesis

e Ll = L il
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1 despite all the social advances and higher living stan-
ards, it would appear that well knit family life is the key solution and
or those who have no family, a kindly, well intentioned, good neighbour

The following table illustrates the general position during the year
ed with 1965:-

.
dSs COTH ke

Eguivalent | Total Number Total
fuall time of cases number of | Nuwmber on
home helps affended applications | waiting list
1966 1965 | 1966 1965 1966 1965 | 1966 1065
517 (545) | 3667 (3530) | 249 (314) | 465 (405)
532 (539) | 3668 (3550) | 248 (323) | 389 (395)
543 (538) | 3802 (3575) | 280 (259) | 313 (430)
571 (532) | 3734 (3534) | 216 (282) | 350 (321)
580 (537) | 3806 (3654) | 241 (248) | 377 (345)
579 (538) | 3895 (3598) | 235 (222) | 375 (329)
561 (532) | 3844 (3611) | 200 (303) | 370 (429)
574 (526) | 3840 (3507) | 217 (329) | 395 (414)
565 (530) | 3926 (3575) | 285 (123) | 366 (444)
572 (530) | 3953 (3641) | 258 (313) | 348 (461)
572 (528) | 3990 (3746) | 288 (307) | 312 (403)
Dece = 587 (521) | 4217 (3771) | 247 (290) | 465 (403)
Monthly Average ... | 563 (533) | 3862 (3668) | 248 (276) | 377 (398)

(759 of persons attended were over 65 years of age)

P age No. of cases per home help

1966 — 69 1965 — 6+8 1964 — 68
- Home helps gave assistance in 6,039 homes compared with 5,658 in
e previous year. There was also an increase of 574 in the number of
capacitated persons in households, e.g. an elderly couple, or a
ndicapped person living with aged parents. Approximately 75 per cent.
se were over 65 years, not a significant change from previous years

it it is evident that this percentage will increase. The average number of
cases per home help has shown a slight increase and the number of cases

increase over the past three years. The average per month of new appli-
5 has fallen and there has been a slight decrease in the monthly
se on the waiting list. This at first glance, would seem to be some
to this hard-pressed section, but it must be borne in mind that
sed age means, as a rule, increased feebleness and more home help
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MENTAL HEALTH

(SECTION 28 - NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946:
MENTAL HEALTH ACT, 1959)

) The Mental Health Service of the Health Department is constituted

¥
o
1oLOWS.—

1. MenTAL WELFARE SECTION

2. Two ApuLt TrRAINING CENTRES
FOR THE SUBNORMAL

3. PARENT AND CHILD CENTRE

Mental Welfare Section

ﬁe social workers of this section provide a community care service
‘the mentally disordered under the National Health Service Act, 1946
ﬂIE Mental Health Act, 1959. All the staff are designated Mental
2lfare Officers and undertake the full range of duties under these Acts.
though there are five psychiatric hospitals within the City boundary,
purpose of administration the City is divided into four areas, a
« number of the Wards of the City forming the reception area for
eac hnspital. A team of mental welfare officers under the leadership of a

visional mental welfare officer undertakes social work within the hospi-
‘m.addmmn to their Local Health Authority duties.

- Table I below summarises the work undertaken by the Mental Wel-
Mun during the year, corresponding figures for 1965 being given in

M admitted under Section 29, Mental Health Act .. 498 {595)

ar " »  Section 25, e o s J61 (252)
b Be i Section EE. e W R 104 {32}
i (x] i Eﬂﬁﬂ’n H‘u. B ai ap wmr 5? {5\3}
: 5 e | ! s &
11 W " Section 65. i T SHRES 1 [[':I
o Section Iﬂﬁ e e 2 {lﬂ

admthdm!nrmaﬂy ... 4,328 (4,236)
CAre M aw waw mew awa A e II;B‘BS {1].9?51
re visits it 7l B i ... 19,637 (15,021)

s taken for out-patient treatment ... ... 615  (587)
hiltoribs EREER e s Gl L e (23R
Housin B S L e 219 | Em
-Hmmuqmnw . .. 249  (336)

¢ individual patients appear in more than one of the above groups).
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- The total number of patients admitted to psychiatric hospitals under
the various sections of the Mental Health Act, 1959, does not fluctuate
greatly although this year's figures show a slight increase: 1,024 (987).
~ Despite a more than usual turnover of staff, the number of after-care
visits has remained fairly constant: 11,983 (11,975), whilst the pre-care
and miscellaneous visits have increased: 19,637 (15,021). As greater calls
hemg made upon the Service, the number of visits and enquiries will
i.' e automatically.
' Durmg the year mental welfare officers have been seconded to the out-
patient department of the Children’'s Hospital, psychiatric out-patient
“department of Selly Oak Hospital, and to Monyhull Hospital for social
~work with the subnormal.
Early in the year the work of the Family Care Section was integrated
“with the general social work undertaken in the community by the mental
are officers in the four divisions. This was in accordance with the City
ncil’s policy relating to a more rational co-ordination of all the Cor-
poration services.
- In view of the Children and Young Persons Act of 1963, many cases
e transferred to the Children's Department, as families with children
nsk' come now in that department’s particular sphere. The premises
‘previously occupied by the Family Care Section were closed in April and
are eventually to be used for other purposes. A certain case load of prod-
'm families who require intensive casework, continues to be carried.
However it is considered that the closing of the Family Care Section has
reated a gap in the suppurative services which the Children’s Department
s endeavouring to fill.
- From the 26th July to the 2nd August, 1966, a party of eight mothers
nd 27 children were taken on holiday to Somerset. The party was in the
charge of a senior mental welfare officer accompanied by two trainee
mental welfare officers, and three special home helps. It is felt that this
s a venture well worth organising, and benefits the family, both from the
tental health and physical angles.

OSTELS
~ The hostels opened at Chester Road and Middle Park Road in 1960
wve continued to provide very useful social support to the residents,
mostly referred from hospitals, social workers, Children’s and Probation
Departments, and have played a very important part in community care.
- It will be noted that at Chester Road the total number accommodated
has been much less over the past year. This is because the Committee have
agreed to accept patients from hospitals for the subnormal, for longer
P s of stay. In this respect three males and three females were admit-
ted to Chester Road Hostel and were still in residence at the end of the
year. Of the 81 residents accommodated at the two hostels during the year,
- | only one male was unsuccessful in obtaining regular employment.
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CHESTER ROAD MIDDLE PARK RO

HOSTEL HOSTEL

Bed Complement 12 12 ,
M F M F

No. accommodated during the

year ... ek ds 10 13 22 s

Movemeni during the year
Discharged to lodgings, relatives

or residential jobs ... 4 & 11 17
Returned to hospital . 2 1 6 9
Left against advice 1 —_ 2 4
In residence at 31.12.65 3 G 3 8

10 13 22 36

II. Community Care of the Mentally Subnormal

Facilities for the training of the mentally subnormal are p
at eight junior special training centres and two adult special traini
centres. The former are administered by the Education Committee
behalf of the Health Committee. 4

The Health Committee plans to provide a short-stay hostel for
subnormal children and it is expected that the unit will be opened ear
in 1967. )

(a) Junior TRAINING CENTRES _

The activities of the junior special training centres involve a soci
education programme covering the four main areas, namely self
communication, socialisation and occupation. As in the previous
the children were taken on various day trips. Each centre had a C
party and ‘Open Days’ were arranged as well as regular parent-mc

A party of 21 children, all of whom were dually handicapped,
taken to Hunters Hill Residential School, Blackwell, from the
25th July, 1966. These children were selected from five of the
junior training centres, and the staffing was undertaken by vol
from these five centres Ten members of staff took part together witl
students from the Cardiff Course for Teachers of the Mentally Hand
capped who joined the party as part of their training. il

Three-quarters of the trainees attending the junior special traini
centres travel by public transport and have their fares paid; gu
provided. One hundred physically handicapped severely sul
children are conveyed to and from the junior special training ce
private hired cars. Forty-four subnormal children, unable to atte
junior special training centres or awaiting admission, receive training
their own homes. X
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(b) ApuLT TRAINING CENTRES

- At the Adult special training centres, outwork for local firms is under-
taken as an integral part of the continued training given to the trainees.
profits earned are distributed among the trainees on the basis of hours
ced without regard for their different capabilities, although reward is
given for particularly good conduct of effort. The small amount earned
does not affect their entitlement to Ministry of Social Security allowance.

~ The Aldridge Road Centre has now been established for more than
five years, during which time a number of modifications and extensions
to the building have been made
The Bell Barn Centre was opened by the Minister of Health in
tember, 1965, as a purpose-built centre for the adult mentally handi-
| capped in the City,
The trainees are allocated to the two centres on a geographical basis,

150 from the northern half of the City attending Aldridge Road, and 120
om the southern half attending Bell Barn Centre.

- The majority of trainees are conveyed to the centres on special buses
ed by the City Transport Department and have their fares paid.

s are provided on each bus. A small minority of those who are
physically handicapped are conveyed to the centres by taxi.

In promoting socialisation of the trainees special reference is made to
MWg activities,

Twenty—nne girls selected from the two centres, together with three
arvisors, spent a week at a house at Colwyn Bay belonging to Coleshill
all Hospital. Coach trips were arranged to Snowdon, Llanberis, Sychant
a.nd Rhyl, and other outings to the Zoo, Harlequin Puppet Theatre,
afternoon’s concert on the Pier and a dance at the Pavilion.

B'ﬂ the 17th August, 118 students and 14 member of staff from
Idridge Road Centre enjoyed a day trip to Drayton Manor Park.

;;-l September an inter-centre Football match was arranged between

ge Road and Towers Centre Sheffield. At Christmas the usual
vities were arranged including a most successful pantomime.

~ Close liaison between the hospitals for the mentally subnormal and
the Health Committee's services continues, and the demand for services

-
TICTCAS] L
3 - [1E.

| Consultant psychiatrists from Chelmsley and Coleshill Hall Hospitals

10ld monthly sessions at Nechells Green Health Centre for the purpose of
xamining and assessing mentally subnormal children and adults. During
| the period under review 15 children and 14 adults attended this clinic.

|

i
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1. Parent and Child Centre

~ During the year 104 new cases were referred to the Centre, there
_'f.::g_- 155 cases under supervision at the end of the yvear. About 10 per
snt. of these referrals concerned parental rejections of a child. Such cases
quire prolonged, intensive casework with one or both parents.

Although the presence in the family of a pre-school child is still a
ecessary pre-requisite for referral, consultation has taken place on a
er variety of family problems — marital difficulties, after effects of
vorce, problems of the unmarried mother, or difficulties arising from

ate fostering. Close contact is maintained with the health visitors
ing preventive work to be done through early detection of family

s e T

: f:ThE: work of the Section has been somewhat hindered by the absence
‘of a psychiatrist during the last ten months of the year.

~ The present staff consists of two full-time and one part-time psychia-
ic social worker. They continue to make contribution to the field work
ision of students from the University and Birmingham College of
rce. Lecturers and seminars to hospital nurses, health visitor
adents and other interested groups are also undertaken by the staff.

- EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME

. During the year members of the staff undertook 29 lectures for the
Health Education Section.

Student social workers and teachers have undertaken periods of
ractical work training within the various sections of the Service.

In September an in-service training course was organised, when
 senior officers of the Mental Health Service and other sections of the
Public Health Department, together with speakers from the Welfare,
ion and Ednca-ﬁﬂn Dep@.rtments, Mmlﬁtr_? of Social Sﬁﬂurit‘j’,
y of Labour, and some of the voluntary agencies, undertook lec-

x officers were seconded for training during the year either as social
rkers or as teachers of the mentally handicapped. This policy of the
2alth Committee in seconding officers will continue as far as financial
.-:"'!'!-'-:. will EBI.'.IIIit

{ISTRATION

) Mental Health Sub-Committee of the Health Committee, composed of

 the Chairman and twelve members of the Health Committee. Meetings
~ are held bi-monthly and additional ones, if required, at the discretion
of the Chairman.
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Centres, Aldridge Road and Bell Barn.
r management of Health Committee)
gemar Warden — Teachers’ Certificate, M.Col. H.
ﬂfatden Teachers’ Certificate,
2 Deputy Wardens — one holding Diploma of National Association
"*ﬁr Mental Health.
- 4 Supervisors — three holding Diploma of National Association for
' i Mental Health.

6 Assistant Supervisors — eight holding either Diploma of National
~ Association for Mental Health or recognised trade qualifications.

# Clerks.
“Eitchen Attendants (part-time)

Superwanrs seven holding Diploma of National Association for

;.Henlal Health, and one Certificate of Recognition.

2 Senior Assistant Supervisors — both holding Diploma of National

mmn for Mental Health.

""" 2 Assistant Supervisors - eight holding Diploma of National Asso-
mmun for Mentz1 Health.

3 Trainee Assistant Supervisors.

Mae Assistants.

E:mer Attendants (part-time)

Home Teachers.

that little evidence could be obtained concerning the extent of
in the City although a little more was known about addiction

I TR

a meeting should be convened with representatives of the
ation, Watch and Children’s Committees, the Regional Hospital
-'!;nd the General Medll:al and P]mrmweutlcal Semces to dIS-

‘be taken thereon;

e Medical Officer of Health should examine the possibility
ts being taken to ascertain whether youths entering Remand
mes have been taking drugs of the amphetamine type;
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(iii) That an Information Centre should be established at the Cltjr
Premises of the Family Care Section with the mﬂpemtmn oI
Owens, Consultant Psychiatrist in charge of the Drug Addic i
Clinic at All Saints Hospital, and that appropriate disc :--:l
lectures should be arranged as now suggested in the event of
being proved necessary by the Committee appointed under (i) fo rme
to examine its extent;

(iv) That the Health Education Programme be altered to include lectur
both to the general public and to school children on the dange
inherent in drug taking and that the Education Committee b
formed of the availability of such lectures and the u
Health Education of this kind; and

(v) That the Birmingham Regional Hospital Board be requested to co
sider the provision of special centres for the treatment of dri
addicts as inpatients, or. the lines now recommended by the Depu
Medical Officer of Health. 3

Following these Resolutions a meeting was held in the City attenc
by many interested people but it was impossible to ascertain 'tﬂ
extent drug taking was a problem in the City of Birmingham ¢
was generally expressed that it was one which, if not serious, wasﬂ pote
tial hazard.

Since that date teachers have been supplied with general infor
on habit forming drugs and lectures held by the Health Education Se
to selective groups such as —

Teachers, Youth Leaders, Social Workers, Officers of the Education 4
and Health Departments.

In addition to this, random sampling of urine has been carr
within 24 hours of new admissions to Remand Homes. Of 36 specim
taken the results have all been negative. X

As far as liaison with other organisations is concerned, although !
Department is eager to help, the nature of the problem makes it
ordinarily difficult. In the case of the older patient, who is ad¢
barbiturates and alcohol, the Mental Welfare Officers do carry som
these on their case-loads.

Discussions have taken place with a voluntary urgaumaﬁmm
has established a hostel just outside the City.

It must be reported however, that, although much informa =.i?""-_ -
been obtained and the Police have been commendably active, th
definite evidence as to whether this is a really large problem in t‘h& ct
Birmingham. .
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" mothers are happier having one doctor to deal with the sick children and
~ the routine medicals in each establishment.
~ The cottages at Shenley Fields and Erdington Cottage Homes have
ach become independent family units. This, together with the new
rrangements whereby general practitioners do the routine examinations
ind treat the sick children, has led to an environment simulating a normal
family situation.
~ Liaison between the hospitals and local authority health and chil-
 drens’ departments has continued and has proved to be of immense value
in securing places for children with severe mental and physical handicaps
mantal subnormality hospitals.
~ The Medical Superintendent of Nurseries and Deprived Children has
continued to co-ordinate the medical services to the Children’s Depart-
t. He has also carried out routine inspections of the residential
ablishments in accordance with the Home Office Recomnmendations.

~ There were two deaths during the year:—

= j B.W. born 1.6.65:— This boy was admitted to care in September, 1965,

‘due to rejection by his parents. In December, 1965, he was admitted to the

East Birmingham Hospital with a diagnosis of severe whooping cough.

| Despite treatment he failed to make progress and on the 9th January, 1966,

| he died with cardiac collapse.

z ! - D.C. born 16.12.56:— This child died on the 2nd September, 1966, He
‘was on holiday near Great Yarmouth and had gone for a swim. He sud-

‘ y disappeared and eventually his body was washed ashore. Artificial

iration was of no avail.

| Investigations of Foster Home Applications
In certain cases the Children's Department are advised as to the
medical suitability of applicants who have applied to become foster
arents. Medical reports are received from family doctors and hospitals
1 and a medical recommendation is given based on these reports.
Adoption of Children

P Extensive medical investigation of prospective adopting parents and
children to be placed for adoption is carried out before children are placed.
success of adoptions depends on accurate medical and social assess-
. The co-operation of general practitioners and hospital consultants
al to obtain medical information and every effort is made to promote

In accordance with the Adoption Agencies Regulations, 1959, all
| Prospective adopting parents are investigated as to their previous health
and antecedents. A recommendation is then made for further considera-
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- WELFARE OF BLIND AND PARTIALLY

SIGHTED PERSONS
B 1
 Reg of blind and partially-sighted persons are maintained by
Department and examinations for admission to these registers
d out on behalf of the Welfare Committee by a panel of consultant
ogists. When so registered these handicapped people are pro-
vith a variety of welfare services, including home visiting, the
ig of Braille or Moon reading systems and handicrafts in their own
s and at centres in various parts of the City. Social centres are also
»dd for persons who are unable to take up these activities and,
necessary, transport is provided to and from them. A library of
e and Moon books is maintained by the Welfare Department. These
the main, are sent out and exchanged by post.

s and, where appropriate, increased social security beneﬁts and
tax allowances.  Arrangements are made for obtaining these

am Royal Institution for the Blind makes annual grants to
blind persons to take holidays, for summer outings, Christmas
and other miscellaneous assistance. Each year a handicraft com-
is organised by the Welfare Department and the prizes are
by the Institution.

ons able to work in open employment are encouraged to do this
helped in finding employment by the Ministry of Labour Blind
Resettlement Officers. Others, who need to work in a sheltered

ent, are employed at the workshops for the Blind, administered
Welfare Committee, where employment is provided for approxi-
‘two hundred men and women in a variety of trades. The earnings
kers are brought up to a national minimum wage. Those who
to work on their own account may enter the Blind Homeworkers'
where again they receive special assistance from the Welfare
ent and receive augmentation in addition to their earnings.

ons who are deaf as well as blind are given assistance by home

s of the blind who specialise in this work. These help with the

replacement and repair when necessary of hearing aids, escort to

ind deal with any other special need. A weekly social centre is

- deaf-blind. Because of the special difficulties of such persons

tking holidays, a fortnight’s holiday has been organised in recent years
arty under the care of home teachers and voluntary helpers.
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RRANGEMENTS FOR CARE, EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE

BLIND
.;II.IEJE 31.12.66
146 Employed in workshops 137
17 Approved homeworkers 15
182  Workers in sighted industry 178
:-"l,nﬁ-l Unemployables at home 1,087

222 Unemployables in Regional Board Hospitals and

various Homes ... 233

18 Children at school 15

11 Children in own homes... 14

10 Children in hospitals ... 12

L mbiﬁ iII. s’l.'lnﬂhi]].ﬂ Hﬂmﬂﬂ- Frry wam ssa sEw [—

2 Technical pupils in training ... 7

1,659 1,678
of Partially Sighted

There is no statutory definition in the National Assistance Act,
348, but the Ministry of Health has advised that a person who is not
ind within the meaning of the act, but is nevertheless substantially and
ermanently handicapped by congenitally defective vision or in whose
case illness or injury has caused defective vision of a substantial and per-

- The numbers on the Register at the end of the year were:-
546 persons 159 men 275 women 112 children

Forms B.D.8. received during 1966 and relating to 111 newly certi-

| partially sighted persons or those registered already who came to
le in Birmingham fell into the following categories:—

Primary senile cataract and congenital cataract ... 40

Other congenital and hereditary defects (included in this category is

- awoman who has been removed from the blind register following
successful operative treatment and who was blind as a result of
ophthalmia neonatorum) ... 10

P R -
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Courses

- The Association runs five such courses each year. Three of these are
Club weekends when members get the opportunity of living, working and
ying together. One is a week's holiday course for school age children
and the other a week's holiday for unemployed young adults.

In addition the Welfare Committee of the City Council provides ser-
ices for the following individuals.

Maintained in special establishments ... 7
In Part I1I accommodation in “The Baer;hﬁ'- or uther Homea mthm
the City 21
Pnrtiuipaﬂn.gin Handimlt Schumu 16
outwork arranged by the Welfare Depm-tment 10
Tahng part in activities of the Birmingham Fellowship of ﬂm
Assisted b]r the Welfare Cummlttee w1th a.dapmnons in thmr own

2 Fma.m:lal aid is also granted to the Midland Spastic Association to
assis "intheirwurkfurspasti{:s

In addition to the above, instead of assisting in individual cases, the
lfare Committee made a block grant of £900 to the Birmingham Fellow-
of the Handicapped to enable them to assist necessitous handicapped
2 to join in a group holiday. Those benefiting in this way would
do htedly include a considerable number of spastics and epiletptics.

EPILEPSY

~ During 1966 assistance was given by the Welfare Committee to
-..d aptics as follows:—

~ Maintained in colonies ...

' .ﬁ.mmndated in Part 111 a.nmmmadatmn in welia.re hnmes
~ Participating in handicraft scheme
- Doing outwork arranged bj" the Welfare Department

- Loan of a television set . o i

e BER

~ Twenty-seven of the epileptics participated in the activities of the
irmingham Fellowship of the Handicapped.

The Welfare Committee also make available at a nominal charge a
ge hall for a weekly meeting of the British Epilepsy Club.

At the end of the year 318 epileptic children of school age were known
Education Department. Of these 37 were maintained at residential
blishinents and 95 were at special day schools.
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FOOD HYGIENE
g 1966 the Milk ancl Dmﬂes Sectmn was integrated into the

e main slaughtering centre in the City is the city abattoir, but in
there are ten private slaughterhouses, five of which are connected

ain requirements of the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of
Regulation, 1958 and the Slanghterhouses (Hygiene) Regula-
58 were deferred until a date to be appointed by the Minister of
e, Fisheries and Food, for each local authority area. The
1 date far'_Binhingham was 1st April, 1966 and from that date all
houses in' the City are required to comply in full with these

[1=.

he Slaughterhouses (Hygiene) (Amendment) Regulations, 1966,
in October and coming into operation on lst February, 1967 make
Mm«mﬁ to the principal regulation. The most important is
ibition of the use of mpmg cloths in the dressing of carcases.
1st November, 1968, a wiping cloth may be used providing it is
before use and is used on only one carcase before resterilisation.

‘Meat Inspection (Amendment) Regulations, 1966 came into
n 30th September and amend the Meat Inspection Regulations,
| authorities are now given power to restrict the hours of
m private slaughterhouses, but no such action is being
n Birmingham at present. Other amendments include the prohibi-
nse of green ink for inspection stamps and changes in certain
he meat inspection procedure provided for by the principal

year has been a very difficult one with regard to the retention of
pection staff. Nine authorised meat inspectors and two trainees,
yim had completed their training but were still under 21 years
ft the department. The loss of eleven trained men out of an
nent nf twmt} -one, has resulted in a very heavy burden for the
( staff. It has been found to be virtually impossible to
ualified inspectors and further trainees have had to be recruited
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dence of Disease
The following tables show the incidence of various diseases in food

imals slaughtered in the City.
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~ The Food Hygiene (Markets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Regula-
s, 1966 were made in June and subsequently amended in November.
y came into operation on Ist January, 1967. Their effect is to streng-
the food hygiene requirements for delivery vehicles, mobile shops,
rkets, stalls and open-air trading generally. A circular was prepared for
bution to businesses likely to be affected, drawing attention to the
ations and mentioning the various points covered by them. Certain
sses, particularly those in the city’s wholesale and retail markets,
entitled to exemption from certain requirements, and arrangements
made to deal with applications for exemption, which are expected to
mber some 250 to 300, This work could not be completed by the 31st
er, as much of the preparatory work was delayed pending the
z of the Amendment Regulations.

pecial inspections of premises which are proposed to be used for the
storage of foodstuffs are made at the request of the Town Planning
ment and the Estates Department, to see that these premises
mply with the regulations. During the year 37 such visits were made.

ood Hawkers and Market Stall Holders

- Frequent visits are made to hawkers of foodstuffs and market stall
‘who purchase their supplies in the wholesale markets, a total of
3 visits being made during the year. Section 42 of the Birmingham
ition Act, 1948 provides for the registration of hawkers of food and
ir storage premises, and at 31st December, 1966 registration had been

R

l in 395 cases.

lar visits are made to these premises to inspect food supplies,
conditions and kitchens. In addition, special checks are made on
supplies, to see that the quality and prices are according to the con-
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mplaints and Request Inspections of Foodstuffs

| Wnﬁ regarding foodstuffs and requests to examine food which
t to be unfit, continue to take up a large proportion of the food
time. 3,370 visits were made for these purposes during the

complaint is thoroughly investigated and in the majority of
¢ ntative of the manufacturers or distributors of the foodstuff
rned visits the office to examine the foodstuff and make observations
-éampls;int. In some cases it is possible to suggest steps which can
1 to obviate similar complaints in the future, but in many instances
nts arise as a result of employees’ failure to follow instructions and
nally impossible to eliminate the human element, Poor stock
is obviously the cause of most complaints concerning mouldy
fs and the district food inspectors are continually trying to impress
wpkeepers the need for an efficient system. Even after the most
ngh investigation, many of the complaints concerning foreign matter
a mystery. The presence of material which is never used in the food
ry concerned is often thought by the manufacturer to be deliberate
e by an employee. Other objects have apparently passed through
systems of inspection, including metal detectors and sieves and

th cases, legal proceedings were instituted and details of
sught before the magistrates during the year are given below:—-

OFFERCE Fise Costs
and Drugs Act, 1955 -
1 '-|= CHEns aw wen =, S b i £3l] —_—
of sale of unfit chickens ... £15 -

aldy apple turnover ronu E e 20/-

e e e IR L S e

v Burkey croquettes: ... ... ... .. £30 21/~

ly st el 60/

containing a wound dressing P 10/6

h y steak and kidney pie ... .. .. .. (25 38/6

Ii‘ e 40/-

I R naat art ... ... ... ... {15 35/
b e containing a rivet £50 —
F e containing a nail £50 —
: ge containing a piece of wire ... £50 -
- containing a tack st ad ng i i, - 48D —
1 beaf containing a piece of iron el SR —
ned fruit salad containing two finger dressings ... (50 -

201






: e 0 0l v
| r h - || | 1 r
; : ol 1
! 1 1o be satisiactory.
1 oced of ¢ the vear and
. whie 1% 1 o -







- The following complaints were received during the year:—

R GENERAL
Dirt or foreign matter in bottles . 36
“Watery'* sterilised milk ... 1
~ Watered milk i 1
l.
B SCHOOLS
~ Dirt or foreign matter in bottles ... 5

- The one case of watery sterilised milk was due to a chipped bottle
caumng an imperfect seal and permitting the ingress of water during

ﬁne eu:uplamt of watered milk led to the analysis of two bottles of
pasteurised milk. Added water was detected in each instance. Expla:na-

n this instance, neglected the common practice of putting aside the
w bottles of milk immediately the bottling plant had come into use,

ermitting the residue of rinsing water in the pipe lines to mix with
milk for sale. This explanation was accepted and no further trouble of
this nature has arisen.

~ There were two instances of infestation of milk bottles with fly larvae.
One of these was the larvae of the vinegar fly (Drosophila busckii) and the
other the empty pupa cases of the lesser house-fly or latrine fly.

lilk sampling

(a) UNTREATED MILK
Total number of

samples taken for No. of
Methylene Blue Test failures
as Nil

%e sample, not included in the above total, was declared “void" on
account of excessive shade temperature.

ﬂh‘leteen samples were reported on for the presence of Brucella abor-
tus and eighteen of these were declared negative.

"ﬂle one positive reactor to the ring test for brucellosis was in a sample
en from a “Whirlcool” milk dispensing machine in a suburban cafe.
eated milk was supplied from a farm in the area of a neighbouring
hority. Acting on information received from Birmingham, the

hority in question immediately caused the milk produced on the
'_ to be subjected to heat treatment whilst investigations proceeded.
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~ (Cases have been noted where sterilants, months outside the manu-
acturer’s expiry date, were being used. In other instances sterilising
s were stored under poor conditions, allowing rapid deterioration of
icts and consequent unsatisfactory results.

stances again occurred which repeated all of the shortcomings in
eansing mentioned in previous reports.
; :H..I’a.jr of hope has now emerged, however, in the shape of a new type
‘machine for this kind of service. For this machine a polythene con-
r, either three of five gallon capacity, is filled and sealed at processing
and packed in a cardboard outer for supply to the customer. These
npl ; packs are placed by the customer into what amounts to a refn-
ed box and the outlet, a sealed rubber tube, is passed through a clip
ch pinches the tube and thus controls the flow of milk which is bronght
by cutting off the sealed end of the tube with a sharp instrument.
the service of a satisfactory product is almost entirely dependent on
initial processing and packing at a licensed plant, and subsequent
g at suitable temperatures. This type of machine is, unfortunately,
ort supply at present. Samples taken from these machines have
ved 100 per cent. satisfactory.

n and Bottle Washings

b ﬁxmnahm of the churn and bottle washing plants at the dairies
e the following results:—
(1) Boitles '
44 samples were taken, 3 of which gave plate counts in excess of 600.
Repeat samples from the bottle washing plant in question gave satis-
factory results. B. coli tests were negative on all samples,
29 samples were taken and 28 were classified as "satisfactory”’, being
below the recommended standard of 50,000 organisms per churn.  One

churn gave a count in excess of 2,000,000 organisms but subsequent
sampling at the dairy concerned proved satisfactory.

5 samples of fresh cream were submitted for the provisional methy-
blue test:—

Time taken fo
Number of decolowrise
samples Methylene Blue
R 0 hours
i T ph v} to 4 hours
i ... More than 4 hours

-- -: 1 creams sampled, 227 were processed and packed inside the
and 139 came from outside sources. 6 (2-64 per cent.) samples of

207






Ej@a Cream

- During the year three manufacturers’ registrations were granied,
iving a total of 76 registered manufacturers.

- The number of premises registered for sale of ice cream and iced
Iollipops was increased from 2,916 in 1965 to 2,937 ,there being 77 new
registrations and 56 cancellations during the year.

Sixteen new registrations were effected during the year for persons
mly —all in respect of the operation of manufacturing and retailing

Sampling for hygienic quality of ice cream has been carried out,
using the provisional methylene blue test:-

& Samples of Samples of
» 1ce cream 1ce cream
3 manufactured manufactured
on premises on premises Total samples Resulls
Grade in the City oulside the City 1966 1965
1&2 332(89-499,) 200 (97-56°) 532 (92:36%,) 492 (91-79%)
3 &4 39 (10-519) 5 (2-44%,) 44 (7:64)% 44 (8-219)

a. Samples Graded 3 and 4 suggest faulty techniques in production or
distribution and require further investigation by the Department.

;I: Sampling for compositional quality has been carried out as follows:—
' i Ice cream manufactured inside the City ... A | I
4 Ice cream manufactured outside the City 53

One sample of soft ice cream manufactured on a vehicle showed slight
compositional deficiencies. The explanation put forward was that the
machine possibly had not been properly drained after rinsing following
sterilisation. This is a distinct possibility since all previous samples
from the same source had proved satisfactory, as have subsequent ones.
~ Four instances of unsatisfactory labelling of ice cream came to light
during the year. Representations were made to the manufacturers con-
: W and satisfactory arrangements were made for future labelling.

152 vehicles operating from premises inside the City making and

soft ice cream, or retailing hard ice cream were known to be on the
@Pj’ roads during the year. A total of 306 examinations of such vehicles
was carried out, including 76 such examinations during “out of office
| hours", i.e. evenings, week-ends and bank holidays.

- The vehicles generally were of a satisfactory standard. Six warnings
were issued regarding defects, standards of cleanliness and lack of equip-
‘m’t Marked improvements were obtained in these instances. The most
cause for complaint was that of vehicles on the road without
nate hot water supply due to heating units being out of action through

defect or neglect to switch them on.
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Iced Lollipops ’

The number of premises registered for the manufacture of iced lol
pops remains at 22. Premises registered for the sale only at the end
1966 numbered 2,889 compared with 2,868 at the end of 1965. B

In addition to the above, 16 registrations were granted to pers S0
only in respect of sales vehicles. '

Two shopkeepers were found, during the year, to be manufacturi
iced lollipops on unregistered premises. Conditions were unsatisfa
both instances and the persons concerned agreed to discontinue ma
ture forthwith.

The remains of a composite iced lollipop which was alleged to . )
caused vomiting was submitted to the City Analyst. Heavy contami:
with brine was revealed. Representations were made to the manufa
resulting in the discovery of leaky moulds. The moulds were replaced a
subsequent samples have proved satisfactory. 4

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION

Following representations by a nationally known ice cream ai
lollipop manufacturer and distributor, discussions took place
director of the Public Health Laboratory Service in Birmingham,
result of which, new standards of tests for iced lollipops were int:
The new method consists of an examination for the presence of B
0-01 ml. of material. No examination is made for genera.l bactes
contamination.

213 samples were submitted to the new B. coli test and maf !
gave positive results. i

Prior to the introduction of the new test mentioned a
samples were submitted to a plate count test. Of these, 131
growths of less than 300 organisms per cc., and the remainder b
300 and 2,500 organisms per cc.

The 10 samples having B. coli present came from three separ
sources outside the City. In one instance the trouble was cleared
manufacturer concerned, and repeat samples have all been satis
In another case, representations to the local authority where the
was manufactured, brought to light serious shortcomings in the mar
turing equipment, as a result of which new plant was installed a
sequent samples from this source have proved satisfactory. In
instance, where a composite article comprising ice cream and
involved, representations were made to the local authority
and their actions finally resulted in the discontinuance
facture of this particular line. All other products from the san
both before and since the trouble, have been satisfactory.
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- Legal proceedings under Section 2 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955
spect of the presence of glass in two iced lollipops were undertaken.
lollipops were manufactured outside the City. A fine of {40 was

Bt

(C CONTAMINATION

20 samples were submitted to determine the possible presence of
netallic contamination. All were satisfactory.

¢ Sampling

<

‘There is one egg pasteurisation plant in the City.

_ ﬂ]sampl&s of frozen whole egg intended for use as an ingredient
ie preparation of food intended for sale for human consumption, all
tish origin, were submitted to the alpha-amylase test and all gave
o0 results.

Bne sample of cartoned liquid egg was taken from a supermarket
s tlus pmved satisfactory. At the supermarket in question, the practice
king the contents of cracked and broken shell eggs into cartons for
le is pmw&dmg Whilst there is nothing illegal in this practice, it is felt
‘that some risk might be involved and regular sampling of this material
has now been introduced as a precautionary measure,

CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR’S SECTION

Du.rmg the year inspectors engaged on district duties made a total of
7,453 visits to premises as follows:-

Visits to cafes, hotels, restaurants, eating houses, clubs, school meals

: canteens, fish and chip shops, etc. ... 5841
- Visits to factory canteens ‘e ... 1,084
Visits to bakehouses ... 116
’ﬂiﬁhhlmmdpmmmwhmhud lasnld 542

- Special visits to licensed premises ... 70

7453

- This figure shows an increase over 1965 when only 6,531 visits were
de. All premises to which this report refers are fitted so as to comply
Regulations 18 and 19 of the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations,
~ In ten cases it was found necessary to institute legal proceedings for
rhere considered to be offences against the requirements of the Food
> (General) Regulations, 1960. Among these were six cases
ng cafes or restaurants, two involving factory canteens and one
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involving a licensed hotel. In each case unhygienic conditions were ia T
and offences arose from the general insanitary condition of the premi
the dirty condition of the structure of the food rooms; the dirty state of
the utensils and equipment; accumulations of refuse; the failure to kee
clean the hands and overalls of food handlers; the failure to provide soa:
towels, nailbrushes, first aid equipment; and the failure to protect *
against risk of contamination.
The tenth case was taken in respect of an oriental sweet manufactor
where conditions were found to be deplorable and the Court fuund
defendant guilty on 11 counts. -

In these ten cases all defendants were found guilty of almost a_l'l\'
offences alleged and the Magistrates imposed fines totalling £617. In
case there had been a history of poor hygiene and the offenders had
warned both verbally and by letters to improve conditions, before it we
decided to take action. Ha

Other food premises visited by the inspectors on district lutie
included: :

Breweries i Mineral water factories

I

Sweet manufacturers 15 Jam makers P 3
Biscuit manufacturers 1 School canteens {with serwzﬂaaon]aﬂ
Potato crisp manufacturers ... 2 Fish and chip friers s

Licensed Premises

Notifications of applications submitted to the Justices for licenc
sell intoxicating liquor or for registration of clubs are sent to the
ment as they are received so that opportunity can be given for objec
to be raised where the requirements of the Acts and Regulations de
to the Health Committee have not been met. There were 349 notif
received during the year, most of which were for renewal of existing
trations. Inspections were carried out and in only 13 cases was it
necessary for letters of constructive criticism to be sent to the secr
or proprietors of the clubs, calling for improvements. In one case
found necessary to raise formal objection with the Justices to the re
tion of the club on the grounds that the premises (a cellar) were ins
and unsuitable for use as food premises. This objection was consider
with other points by the Justices and registration was refused.

The special visits to on-licence premises were continued
evening peak trading hours, followed by a visit during the day so
wards. Off-licence premises also received attention with daytime
Because of the staff position, evening inspections were again on a redt
scale and only 23 on-licence premises were visited during the year. In
case of 13 licensed premises deficiencies of equipment, dmr!pa:ll' 0
conditions were found and were the subject of letters to the
breweries.

= T
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Mobile Canteens

|
E,, A hawker of food, which term includes the operator of a mobile can-
‘teﬂn must be registered under the provisions of Section 42 of the Birming-
ham Corporation Act, 1948, before hr can operate in the City. Under this
SEr.:tm-u no one, other than a person keeping an open shop for sale of food,
_shall either by himself, or by any person employed by him, sell , offer or
_expose for sale any food from any cart, barrow or other vehicle or from
‘any basket, pail, tray or other receptacle unless he is registered with the
Corporation. In addition, if it is necessary to use premises for the storage
' of food intended for such sale from any cart, barrow, etc., then the premises
~must be suitable and registered with the Corporation.

A review was made at the end of the year and it was found that a
large number of operators had given up trading and it was therefore
‘decided to remove them from the register. Allowing for eight new applica-
‘tions for registration the total number of operators of mobile canteens
‘remaining registered in the City at the year end was 14,

- The provisions of the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960,
apply in these cases. The general standard of food hygiene observed by the
‘operators of mobile canteens was found to be uniformly reasonably satis-
i[ac.tury and they readily co-operated with the inspectors in remedying

y deficiencies. In one case, however, a mobile fish and chip vehicle was
Euund to be dirty, had no water supply or hand washing facilities and the
{name and address of the person carrying on the business was not exhibited
‘on the vehicle. In addition, neither the proprietor nor the premises from
vhich he operated was registered with the Corporation. Legal proceedings
' instituted and by the time of the hearing improvement had been
@ade and the Magistrates imposed fines totalling £20.

Mw Canteens

Regular visits of inspection are made to factory canteens which con-
@me to play such a large part in the feeding habits of many workers and
cater for thousands of main meals each day. A generally good standard of
hygiene in food handling and of the premises is reported. There were 780
‘canteens known to be operating in the City in 1966 compared with 784
at the end of 1965.

=-|l'.-|-..

¢ Houses and Catering Premises

Section 54 of the Birmingham Corporation Act, 1935, requires the
registration with the Corporation of all premises substantially or mainly
used £ur the sale of food to members of the public for consumption on the
premises. Exception to this requirement is where a justice’s licence for
‘the sale of alcoholic liquor is held. At the end of the year there were 864
registered catering premises compared with 823 at the end of 1965.
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VETERINARY SERVICES

i DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS
 The department is responsible through its Veterinary Section for
urrying out the duties of the local authority under these Acts and the
mude under them. In addition to those specifically mentioned
, these duties include the publication of the orders of the Ministry of
ulture, Fisheries and Food, the supervision of the cleansing and
infection of infected premises, the issuing of licences for the movement
als, and the enforcement of orders made for the protection of
~and poultry from unnecessary suffering during transit.

e chief veterinary officer, Mr. W. S. Davison, his deputy, Mr. A.
n, and an assistant veterinary officer, Mr. G. Owen, have been appoin-
| veterinary inspectors of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
d in Birmingham, and in that capacity make diagnostic inquiries

&ead during the year*—
Beasts Calves  Sheep Pigs
5 21 127 35
ies ... — — — 152
private slaughterhouses —_ - e, S
Pig keepers’ premises — — — 6
3 21 127 193

of the examination was negative in each case,

?&Tﬂﬂuwmgvmtswmmadﬂdurmgtheyear—
 F

Poultry slaughterers and dealers
Bleivi

P

Iél%c"‘n
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Diseases of Animals (Waste Foods) Order, 1957

This order provides for the licensing by local anthorities of plant used
for the boiling of waste food intended for feeding to animals or poult

Over the past year or two, many boiling plants had become disused,
although no formal action had been taken to revoke the licences. During
1966, steps were taken to revoke all licences no longer required and at the
end of the year only 35 remained in force.

Pig Keepers' Premises

These premises are visited to examine dead pigs, to inspect the recc i..
which are required to be kept under the Movement of Animals (Reco: r‘.-'::".
Order, 1960, and to check that the provisions of the Diseases of Animals
(Waste Foods) Order, 1957, are complied with. Additionally, vmts
made to see store pigs which have been brought into the City under licence
during the period of 28 days' detention prescribed by the licence. Dur
the year, 1,895 store pigs were licensed to premises in the City.

Tuberculosis (Bovine)

Post-mortem examinations were made on 36 cattle which had reacted
to tuberculin tests and which were sent to the abattoir for slaughter. A
report of the post-mortem findings was sent to the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food in each case.

Importation of Dogs and Cats Order 1928 |
The R.S.P.C.A. kennels at Barnes Hill, California, are approved

by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food as a place of detention

and isolation for imported dogs undergoing quarantine. '
A veterinary officer visits the premises once in every period of for f'

weeks and makes a report to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
Food.

Certificates for export 1
Export certificates are issued when required for straw, animal casings
meat, dogs and birds which are to be exported. The form of certi '
varies according to the requirements of the country of destination; in th
case of dogs for certain destinations, blood samples have to be taken and
submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture laboratory for examination.

PET SHOPS

The Pet Animals Act, 1951 regulates the sale of pet animals and
makes it an offence to keep a pet shop except under the authority of
licence granted by the local authority. -
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The licensing and inspection of pet shops is carried out by the
Veterinary Section and during the year 38 visits were made to proposed
‘new pet shops and to existing pet shops, to ensure that the conditions of
‘the licence were being observed.

At the 31st December, 1966 there were 66 licensed pet shops in the
City.

ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS

The Animal Boarding Establishments Act, 1963 regulates the keeping
of boarding establishments for dogs and cats and makes it an offence to
keep such an establishment except under the authority of a licence granted
by the local authority.

The licensing and inspection of these premises is carried out by the
Veterinary Section and during the year 33 visits were made, in connection
with the granting of licences and to ensure that where licences had been
granted, the conditions of the licences were being complied with.

At the 31st December, 1966, there were 11 licensed animal boarding
‘establishments in the City.

RIDING ESTABLISHMENTS

) The Riding Establishments Act, 1964, requires local authorities to
inspect and licence riding establishments. There are two licensed riding
establishments in the City and during 1966, 4 visits were made.

CARE OF CORPORATION HORSES, ETC.

This work is carried out by the Veterinary Section and covers the

provision of feeding stuffs and bedding for animals owned by the Corpora-
tion, the shoeing of the horses and veterinary attention when required.

Animal Feeding Stuffs and Bedding

A granary is maintained, supplies of feeding stuffs, etc. being pur-
chased in bulk and delivered to other departments and institutions as
Blacksmiths

A blacksmith is employed at the department’s forge. In addition to
the shoeing of the police horses, he carried out general work for other
departments, mainly the Public Works Department.

Veterinary Attention

_ Aminals belonging to the Corporation receive veterinary attention
from one of the department’s veterinary officers whenever necessary.

217






ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
HOUSING

“New houses are urgently required in large numbers. Insanitary
property also needs attention - in some cases to be wholly removed and
re] by good houses, in other cases, to be brought into proper con-

uld still be applied to many areas of the City today.

: The provision of sufficient accommodation for rehousing purposes

is an essential part of any slum clearance programme and it is pleasing to

that 6,434 new dwellings were provided during 1966, showing an
crease of 1,009 over the previous year.

. Of these new dwellings 73.8 per cent. were provided by the Corpora-

‘tion and 26.2 per cent. by private enterprise, as follows:-

Corporation Private
New houses or flats ... 4 725 1,633
Conversions into flats 21 35
4,746 1,688

The increased number of new dwellings becoming available is reflected
in the number of dwellings which are known to have been demolished or
ed during the year, i.e. 4,390 compared with 3,670 in 1965. With the
elerated development of new housing estates there are good prospects
, t the rate of clearance of unfit houses will be further improved during
| the forthcoming year.
| Although demolition is the best way of dealing with blocks of grossly
~unfit houses it is not always so in the case of less unfit groups of property.
In many of these the houses are capable of being repaired and brought up
to a satisfactory standard of fitness and could then be provided with the
:'._'."'.‘.*un which at present are lacking. It is to this class of property as
| well as to the large blocks of houses in good repair but which are without
5, hot water, inside W.C.'s, etc., that more attention is now being
ed.
During the year 1,341 houses were included in 11 Improvement Areas,
making a total of 2,541 houses dealt with in this way since the Housing
ict 1964, came into operation. Particulars of the progress of this work
are set out in more detail on pages 235 - 237 of this report.
Housing and environmental conditions are subjects included in the
raining of medical and nursing students and are sometimes set for special
dy by student teachers. Visits to areas of bad housing conditions con-
to be organised for such students and it is interesting to note the
ssions of astonishment and concern when, for the first time, some of
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that their patients or pupils may have to live in such unhealthy and de
sing surroundings. :
Many of the fairly large houses built in Victorian times in what we:
then good-class residential areas in Moseley, Sparkbrook, Handswo
Aston, have long ceased to be used for one-family occupation as o
designed. Instead, they have become multi-occupied and, beca
intensive use, or misuse, their condition has deteriorated repidly «
recent years. Structural decay and disrepair have been accelerated b
of proper maintenance to such an extent that some groups of these
have now reached the stage where they are unfit for human hz
within the meaning of Section 4 of the Housing Act, 1957, and are
capable of being made fit at a reasonable cost. The conditions found
class of property are often as bad, or even worse, than those faund. 1 ]
more typical congested slum areas dealt with 10 years ago. T
An attempt to have a small block of such houses brought up te
proper standard of fitness has been most disappointing and time-con
Workmen, obstructed by subtenants of various nationalities, were
tant to continue working on the properties, especially as some of the
they had carried out was frequently damaged overnight and it was
impossible for the builder to complete the job satisfactorily. Althe
owners gave formal undertakings in July 1964 to complete the wi
render the houses fit for human habitation within six months, it was 1
until December 1966 that the work was finally completed. .
It is in houses of this type that “slum” conditions now pres
problem —a problem that may best be solved by including f
clearance areas for early demolition, or by the Council acquiring, r
and adapting the houses for occupation by more than one family.

Clearance Areas e,
5!}? houses were included in clearance areas during lm

this way since the present slum -::learance programme commenmd. n 1
Number of houses included in clearance areas:—

1955 1,269
1956 4,627
1957 2,594
1958 4,322
108a' L 1Y SeE el
1960 2,736
1961 2,549
1962 2,311
1963 2342
1964 1,708
1965 1,251
1966 el Rl 507
TOTAL: & e, 29218



A Sub-Committee of the Central Housing Advisory Committee,
appointed to consider standards of housing fitness, issued their report
s the end of the year. This report, entitled “Our Older Homes —
Gall f.or Action”’, contains a recommendation that the standard of fitness

present laid dﬂWIl in Section 4 of the Housing Act, 1957, should be
j sed and, among other things, greater emphasis placed on unsatisfactory
! munment when clearance areas are being considered. If the Sub-
Committee's recommendations are incorporated in future housing legisla-
; ;.-; then, subject to availability of staff, there is likely to be an extension
of clearance area action to parts of the City where, on present standards,

such action is not practicable.

Public Local Inquiries

In the event of an owner objecting to the inclusion of his property in
a Clearance Order or a Compulsory Purchase Order the Minister of Housing
and Local Government may order a Public Local Inquiry to be held and
during the year under review seven such Inquiries were conducted by
Inspectors appointed by the Minister.

Where the objection relates to the classification of a house as unfit the
Council must supply the objector with a schedule setting out the main
ns why the house is included in that category. This type of objection
ssitated the preparation of schedules of defects for 374 out of the 869
i es included in the 44 Housing Compulsory Purchase Orders which
were the subject of Public Local Inquiries during 1966.

The small number of objectors or their professional representatives
appearing at Public Local Inquiries to support their case against the
uncil is perhaps an indication that the objections are only formal and
‘the Council’s view that the houses are unfit and properly included in the
rious Orders is not seriously disputed. This is emphasized by the fact
‘that at two of the Inquiries none of the objectors attended. No objections
ere received in respect of 50 Orders, containing a total of 285 houses, and
e were visited and reported on by Ministry Inspectors without it being

ssary to hold a Public Local Inquiry.

Individual Unfit Houses
In addition to the groups of unfit houses dealt with by clearance area
action there are many individual dwellings incapable of being made fit at
asonable expense and which must be closed or demeolished unless the
‘OWners, anxious to save the property, submit proposals to carry out exten-
sive and costly works. Eighty-five such dwellings were represented as unfit
Section 16 and 18 of the Housing Act, 1957. In 52 of these cases the
entations related to houses which had earlier been excluded from
- Purchase Orders by the Minister of Housing and Local Govern-
i f nt as the owners had, at the time of the Public Local Inquiry, submitted
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satisfactory schedules of work which they wished to carry out so as te
render their houses it for human habitation. Action under this part of t
Act was necessary in order to provide an opportunity for the owners t
givef ormal undertakings to carry out the agreed work within a specifie
period.

A total of 245 premises which are the subject of Closing Orders, or of
Undertakings that the property will not be used for human habitation
are visited periodically to ensure that the Orders or Undertakings are
being contravened. _

The following is a summary of the action taken during the yea:
respect of unfit dwellings which were the subject of official representatio;
under Sections 16 and 18 of the Housing Act, 1957:—

(1) Houses represented as unfit for human habitation ... 78
(2) Owner's undertaking accepted:
{a) Not to relet for human habitation o
() To make fit for human habitation 28
(3) Demolition Orders made 14

(4) (a) Closing Orders made as demalitmn wtmlcl a.ifm:t a&]mt
buildings L,
{b) Closing Orders subatitutud ic-r Damalttmn Elrdars {'undtr
Section 26, Housing Act, 1961) £
(5) Houses to be acquired by Local Authority o
(6) Demolition following making of an Order, or a.mptl.ng an
Undertaking .
(7) Demoliticn following reprmntatmn on]y (no urder made]
(8) Undertaking to make fit complied with i
(9) Houses made fit after the making of Closing Orders ...
(10} Parts Dnlj.r of buildings represented as unfit for human habita-
(11} Closing Orders ma.dt: on parts c:-i bmldmgs
Total number of individual dwellings dealt with between Saptambw
1939 and 31st December, 1966 S e E_.lﬂ

A wvariety of individual unfit dwellings have been dealt with
following examples have been selected to illustrate some of the ho
conditions brought to the Department’s notice during 1966:— o

(a) Two dilapidated old cottages, which came into the City as the

result of boundary changes, were situated 450 feet from
roadway and were approached by a narrow cart track. T
water supply was from a heavily polluted well and the m_ tag
lacked drainage, gas and electricity. P
(b) A former stable and hayloft, at the rear of a large house, had
been let to two immigrant families, one of which was ¢ |
{2 5s. per week for the single room in the loft. Not only w
premises quite unfit for human habitation, but there
considerable fire risk to the occupants of this and the ac
premises owing to the extensive use of paraffin stoves and
in very congested surroundings, much of the construction b
of wood and of a temporary nature. :

s
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(c) Three cases where basement rooms and cellars were occupied as
dwellings. In one of these a rent of {2 5s. per week was being
charged for a cellar in which it was hardly possible to stand
upright as the height from floor to ceiling ranged from 4’ 6" to a
maximum of 5 10",

mapnlr and Maintenance

§F l-—‘hq‘ a.._.ﬂ. - ul:lﬂ.

Disrepair, if it is causing a nuisance, may be so acute as to necessitate
Emtti:l:m under the Public Health Act, 1936, or it may be so extensive as to
: the house unfit for human habitation within the meaning of Section
4 of the Housing Act, 1957.

Difficulties arise in cases where, although the disrepair due to lack of
?g'naintenance is less critical, it should nevertheless be dealt with in order
o prevent property deteriorating to such an extent that action under the
powers becomes necessary. Unfortunately not all landlords carry
proper maintenance and present legislation does not empower the
‘Council to enforce work of this nature. The need for additional powers is
E ' cognised by the Sub-Committee of the Central Housing Advisory Com-
‘mittee and their conclusions and recommendations on this subject are
arised in their report to the Minister as follows:— "There is a need for
a new maintenance standard to prevent the deterioration of the housing

‘stock. We recommend that local authorities should be given the necessary
M to secure proper maintenance of all houses”.
&

Owners and agents intending to render their houses fit for human
itation submitted schedules of work for approval in respect of 138
wouses. In nearly every case it was necessary to ask for additional items
1o be incorporated in the schedules before it could be agreed that satisfac-
tory completion of the specified work would achieve the desired result.

The number of houses in private ownership rendered fit for human
‘habitation following the service of notices under Section 9 of the Housing
‘Act, 1957, amounted to 88 and a further 60 houses were rendered fit during
@Byear as the result of action under Section 16 of the Act.

~ Repairs and renovations to unfit houses acquired under the Council’s

slum clearance programme are carried out by the Housing Management
Department and work of this nature has done much to improve living con-
ditions for the families who have to remain in these clearance areas until

such time as redevelopment can take place. Over 35,000 houses have so far

been treated in this way and in 4,781 of these the renovations were com-
pleted during 1966, at an average cost of £310 per house.
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Mr J. J. Atkinson, the Housing Manager, has kindly supplied the
following information regarding renovations carried out by his Depart-
ment:-

{a) The number of houses renovated during 1966:-

(1) In Redevelopment Areas ... 135
(i1) In Clearance Areas o 4,648
(6) The total number of houses renovated up to 31st December,
lm EEE CER EE FEr wam e e FEE 35‘,““ i
(¢) The number of houses at which interim and complete renova- B
tion was in progress at 31st December, 1966 ... 5,700 L]

(d) The number of houses in respect of which repair schedules or

contracts were prepared or were in course of preparation
at 31st December, 1966 ... by 5,200

{¢) The average cost of renovation per house during 1966 £310

Mortgage Applications

Lists containing the addresses of 1,945 houses, for which the Cit
Treasurer had received applications for mortgage loans, were examined
during the year in order to indicate any houses likely to be the subj v
of Housing Act action and therefore unsuitable for a mortgage. :

At the request of the City Treasurer inspections were made concerning
217 houses where it was suspected that the borrowers were not complyin
with the terms of the mortgage agreement. Investigations into thﬁé‘ '
covered such pumts as overcrowding, sub-letting, cleanliness, dis
misuse of the premises.

Advice to Intending House Purchasers

A home of their own is an ambition of many young couples and pu
chase of a house is often the only way this can be achieved when the nes

becomes imperative.

Some, unfortunately, are being persuaded to buy houses that are i
such a poor condition that representation under Part II of the F
Act, 1957, or inclusion in a clearance area under Part III is a d
possibility unless considerable work is carried out. Having used
savings to buy the property they often find they are unable to af
carry out the necessary repairs to bring the house up to a satisfact
standard of fitness

Information as to the possibility of houses being affected by a
under the Housing Acts is readily obtainable from the Housing Section
the Public Health Department. During 1966 enguiries from v
sources by telephone, letters, or visits to the Depart:ment avers
per working day, giving a total of 29,988 enquiries cuncermng
houses.
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It has not been possible to appoint staff to fill vacancies in the estab-
is or to replace losses which occurred during the year resulting from
s of the Chief Housing Inspector and a District Housing Inspector
resignation of an Assistant District Housing Inspector who
‘a post with another Authority.
satisfaction of being engaged in Housing Act work in an industrial
ot of itself sufficiently attractive to induce qualified public health
s to apply for posts in the City or even to retain those already

o )

~ The position at the end of the year was as follows:~

Present Posis
Establishment Staff Unfilled

‘Housing Inspector ... 1 1 —

y Chief Housing Inspector 1 = 1

Housing Inspectors 2 2 —

Housing Inspectors 5 5 —
District Housing Inspec-

10 4 6

Housing Inspectors 5 — 5

10 4 6

4 2 2

he difficulties of endeavouring to carry out the duties of the Section
essional and technical staff depleted to only 44 per cent. of the
ent figure has inevitably retarded the work, particularly in
Improvement Areas, Clearance Areas and action under Section
ousing Act, 1957.

- tesult of these difficulties, active consideration is being given
ity of achieving a saving in manpower and an economy in
, by the amalgamation and decentralisation of the Housing
| Public Health Inspectorate. Under the proposed reorganisa-
ing Section, set up in 1938 to deal with Slum Clearance, would
vith that of the Chief Public Health Inspector.



PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTION .

Staff
As in the previous year there was very little improvement in th

staffing position of qualified public health inspectors. During 1966 five
experienced inspectors resigned to take up appointments with othe
authorities and during the same period four pupils qualified as
health inspectors and were appointed to the permanent staff. In S m
ber nine students were recruited to the training scheme but during the
year there were some resignations so that at the end of the year 37 wer
in training, eight of whom were engaged on clerical duties for the firs
year.

Number of
Year Students
First year 9
Second year 10
Third year 9
Fourth year 9

The number of staff employed on district duties at the end of the yes

was as follows:- e
1965 1966

Establishment Actual Actuwal

District Inspectors 10 10 10 .
Assistant District Inspectors ... 40 a2 a2
Public Health Inspectors 20 10 9
Student Public Health Inspectors 40 32 29

Technical Assistants we's S 20 7 1200

Two superannuitants were again re-engaged due to the cor
shortage of qualified inspectors. The technical assistants have c
to give help in the routine visiting, especially in respect of houses in
ple occupation and office premises. ;

This is the first complete year during which one of the distri
been outposted to an office some three miles from the City Centre.
was a marked increase in the output of work with the same ni
inspectors. |

In June two more districts were moved out to office premi
Birchfield Road, Perry Barr; this experiment seems to have been
received by the stafi. 5

The comprehensive re-organisation of the inspectorial staff was ur
consideration toward the end of the year, the aim being to amalgan
certain specialist sections and to outpost to four Divisional
increasing productivity by making the best use of available ma

The duties under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 194
the Shops Act, 1950 continued to be carried out by inspectors who ¢
lise in these aspects of the work. :
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There was an increase in the total number of visits made by inspec-
ﬂgnged on district duties compared with 1965. Visits made by
s on district, technical assistants and students totalled 206,233,

E Cmnpmatwe figures are given below:—

Year 1962 1963 1964 1965 14966
Visits 170,654 178,719 195,666 186,047 206,233

- Visits of inspection and re-inspection to houses in multiple occupation
icreased substantially and there was a slight increase in the number of

paid to food premises. Visits to offices under the Offices, Shops and
way Premises Act, 1963, rose from 2,544 to 4,443,

The total of visits by staff engaged on general district duties during
6 was made up as follows:— % of total

:hhmhupuﬁom IREOGRGE Bip 000 L0 LT e 53-96

nspections of food premises ... ... .. .. 7,383 3-58
.Mninﬁanﬂuudm e 16,815 3-21
- Inspections of outworkers’ premises 229 .11
-imﬁnmneihntu vans and sheds 28 01
' -tions of stables and pigsties . 127 06
B R . .. ... B8 16
s to burials, exhumations, etc. 12 01
tions of pleasure fairs and circuses ... 62 -03
i sampling of water (not by water smuphng

- 187 09
it ﬁtﬂkin;nfrag flock samples... ] 01
ions of offensive trade premises 22 01
ctions of factory premises we 3,651 177
ions of surface air-raid shelters 217 11
ns of common lodging houses 79 04
ctions of premises re Town and Cuuntr:,r
Mngnppdhm 1,766 86
ctions of public houses i 70 03
'hE’ students under instruction by qualined
i i 23,734 11-51

-vﬂhmdahyqualiﬁnd inspectors ... wee - 1,458 70

er successful visits LETE e e 18,147 B-B0
ceesst o ik v 26,265 12-73
.hﬂhu'u and damnnntmtinm to visitors ... 105 05

> offices and shops ... .. ... .. 4,443 2-15

| to agricultural waits ... ... ... .. 19 01

' 206,233 10000



Total visits made by inspectors, including those engaged on ¢
special duties:— e

Visits by public health inspectors and tech-

nical assistants on district ... .. .. 206,233
Visits by Shops Act inspectors ... ... b
Under Shops Act, 1950 ... v 31,055
Under Offices, Shops and Railway
Premises Act, 1963 ... o 8,183
29,238
Visits by rodent control inspectors ... 17,254
mj?“ i ¥

Infectious Diseases |

Visits made by public health inspectors in connection with
into cases of food poisoning and certain infectious diseases t
for the year; this figure includes those visits made to ubta:n sp
bacteriological examination.

A further 2,177 visits were made to the homes of newly ai
stay immigrants, bringing the total number of visits for the
6,615. These visits to immigrants were made in pursuance oi‘
brought into operation in 1965 at the request of the Hm:stry :
Under the scheme newly arrived immigrants are visited by a put
inspector as soon as possible after arrival in the City and are
register with a general practitioner and, if over fourteen y 2
have a chest X-ray at the Chest Radiology Centre. This new
up a considerable amount of the time of both the inspectori
trative staff but the operation is considered worthwhile if it h
the incidence of tuberculosis amongst immigrants. The dif
tioned in the 1965 report have again been encountered in that
Birmingham addresses given by the immigrants as they pass
ports of entry have been found not to exist or, in cases where
the occupants claim no knowledge of the immigrants concerned
cases the immigrant has stayed at the Birmingham address fc
or two nights and then, before the inspector can visit, has mos
some unknown address or even to another town.

At the end of each quarter a statistical return has to
to the Ministry of Health giving the number of advice
from the ports, the number of successful visits made and the
immigrants notified as suffering from tuberculosis. During
advice notes were received in respect of 1,481 long-stay immi
of this number 1,082 has been successfully visited by the end o
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Jouses in Multiple Occupation

The long campaign to control conditions in houses in multiple
occupation has continued and during the year a total of 21,193 visits was
made by inspectors and their assistants compared with 15,635 visits made
'in 1965 A further 1,189 houses were inspected in detail bringing the total
so far examined to 5,024 of which action is being currently taken to control
‘or improve conditions in 2,249 cases.

Much of the work and visits during the vear resulted from the intro-
. ',i:_;-- on of the new registration scheme made under the provisions of
Section 22 of the Housing Act, 1961 as extended by the Birmingham
Corporation Act, 1965. This — the City of Birmingham (Registration of
fouses in Multiple Occupation) Scheme, 1965 — came into operation on
‘the Ist January, 1966 and requires the registration of all houses which are
let in lodgings or occupied by members of more than one family in such a
janner as to be registrable under the Scheme. Houses which must be
Tregistered are:-

- (a) Houses in which, on the 1st January, 1966 there were either more
than two separate occupancies (including that of a person having
an - state or interest in the whole house) or more than four indi-
vidual lodgers - this is defined in the Scheme as a ‘1961 Act
house’.

(b) Houses in which, after the 1st January, 1966, it is intended there
shall be either more than two separate occupancies (including
that, if any, of a person having an estate or interest in the whole
house) or more than four individual lodgers — this is defined in
the Scheme as a ‘1965 Act house’.

j - The registration of ‘1961 Act houses’ (i.e., those already established
on the 1st January, 1966) is automatic on application and supplying of the
ecessary information particulars.

.._ ‘The registration of ‘1965 Act houses’ is not automatic and may be
refused. A person intending, after the 1st January, 1966, to let a house
of it so that there will be more than two accupancies in the house
take in lodgers so that the number will exceed four individuals, must
and obtain the approval of the Corporation before he does so. The
nf tation of a ‘1965 Act house’ is also extended to include registered
D61 Act houses" which have ceased to be so used and where it is intended
re-establish such use.






!

- Legal action taken under the Scheme during the year involved the
~ following cases:—
4 Failure to register ‘1961 Act houses’ ... 33 cases

£192 fines
Establishment of new ‘1965 Act houses’ in multiple occupa-
tion without a.pp]ymg for and receiving a.ppmval to
registration ... i : : 4 cases
£B7 fines

It is too early yet to judge the effect of this part of the registration
‘scheme but in view of the very small number of applications for registra-
hon of ‘1965 Act houses’, it is felt that the unregulated spread of multiple
‘occupation has been checked. It may well be that the tendency is now to
let houses less intensively so as not to be registrable under the Scheme and,
| while the number of houses so let is known, it is felt that the evils of
| intensive multiple occupation as a result of such houses being let for the
: time are not so evidence. There is a growing tendency for smaller
‘houses to be used to accommodate two households without adaptation
and this form of occupation is not subject to registration and is not
%ﬂl}? affected by planning control if one of the occupiers is the owner.

is acceptable, but trouble arises when such small houses are further
ﬁ'br-ncmpied and it is this type of house which would be declared un-
Fmble under the Registration Scheme.

- The use of small houses by two families does not usually call for the
provision of additional facilities other than a second cooking stove in the
en, and the normal control measure applied is the making of a direc-
limiting the number of occupants. This limit may be made large
ough to allow for families with small children and here difficulty arises
for landlords tend to regard this limit as applicable irrespective of the form
| of occupation. It is often found that when the house is next visited it may
be re-let to individuals or households with every room constituting a
te tenancy and yet the total of individuals if still within the direc-
n’ limit. It is undesirable that additional facilities for such small letting
units should be installed in a small house and it seems absurd and in many
ways unpractical to serve a new direction for every change of circumstan-
ces. It is felt, therefore, that serious consideration should be given to the
of fresh legal powers which would enable local authorities to con-
| trol the form of occupation and to be able to require that an existing house
n multiple occupation should not be used by more than a specified number
of oc pam:lfs or households. This would do much to preserve the stock
if family houses from being broken down into small single room lettings.

Such powers, if granted, may be thought to deprive the landlord of the

right to decide how he lets off his house, but having regard to the large

amount of squalor, misery and deterioration of housing conditions which

hm resulted from over-occupation in multiple occupation, the continued
ercise of this right may not seem in the community’s interest,
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During the year the following detailed statutory action was taken:-

Nuwmber of p

Notice under Section 170 of the Housing Act. 1957 to ascertain

details of ownership... : 412
Notice of intention to make a management r_-rder 96
Management order made ... 97 -
Notice of intention to give a dlrectmn to Imut o-ccupmta 202 :
Directions given 193 |
Notice under Sectmn 15 c-t' the Hnuamg Act IBEI tl:r reqmrn i

facilities 3
Notice under Section Bl} of 'I:he Hnusmg Act IB’.-]'J' tr,: a,hatsn m.rar I

crowding 1

Notice under Section 14 of ths Hnusmg :Lct IEIEl t-:.- mal:e goud
neglect of proper standards of management ...

Notice under Section 19(9) of the Housing Act, 193: rnqumng
information re. occupancies

Direction varied to permit an mcreamd numbnr nf mcupn.nts o

Control order made and premises taken over

This statutory action is approximately two thirds of that taker
1965 and the reduction can be attributed to the general improve
conditions in houses in multiple occupation as a result of the very cu
siderable efforts expended in the last five years. The main burden of t
work has inevitably fallen and continues to fall upon the public
inspector and in the worse types of multiple occupation he is dealing
essentially human problems caused by people who may be unce-ope
ill informed, illiterate, inadequate or possibly evil. Success or fai are mus
depend to a large extent upon the way in which he goes about hlsj% ind
statistics of formal statutory action alone do not begin to show thz
consuming argument and discussion, the encouragement, the tou
and skill needed to persuade people to improve conditions. If he
formal action the statutory processes involved are complex and
and require sound judgment and knowledge of legislation. Furthermore, t
mere taking of action whether formal or informal is not the end of a ca
and periodic checks are necessary to ensure that reasonable conditi
maintained and regulations and directions complied with as a result
which a considerable case load builds up behind the inspector and
unavoidably slows down the pace at which he can identify, ins
deal with houses on his district. However, despite difficulties, good
has been maintained and there can be no doubt that mniﬁ_ ]
improved throughout the City and especially in the concentrated :
multiple occupation in Sparkbrook, Balsall Heath, etc,, which
first to receive attention when action commenced in 1962. Asa
these efforts there has been a reduction in the number of houses :
the Department’s attentions and from the original list of 4,810
which were believed to be over-occupied the final figure, when insj
and surveys are complete, may be reduced to between 4,000 ai
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- Some of the reduction in the number of houses in multiple occupation
s from action taken under planning legislation and during the vear
er 149 premises were referred to the City Engineer, Surveyor and
ming Officer for consideration under the Town and Country Planning

1962, bringing the total so far referred to 450 premises in respect of
the following action has been taken:-

mber of premises in respect of which enforcement action to
tinue use was authorised ... 211

i of premises where the use in mulhple omupa.tmn ha-a
ut;mamim in mpect of Whtl.‘-h no pla.nnmg actmn was
‘fm (use established or no change of use) 148

1 36 cases the user appealed to the Minister against the enforcement
‘to discontinue, but 14 were withdrawn. Of the 17 heard so far, 12
were dismissed, four were allowed and the decision on one is

154

summarise the action taken by this Department since the coming
eration of the Housing Act, 1961 until the end of 1966, the following
! given:-
Hon: gtvanfmlimt occupants 1,872
ment orders made applying Maua.gament regul,atlnns 1,041
es served requiring provision of facilities under Section 15
the Housing Act, 1961 - - 1,485
C ol orders made and houses taken over in ord&r tn prnt-:uc.t
~ occupants under Section 73 of the Housing Act, 1964 ... 4
Legal :pﬁ:m&dingx in respect of failure to maintain proper
of management to abate nuisances and over-
I,ggn‘dmg to provide information and rent books, and
- offences against direction limits ... 2,143

~ Penalties imposed:
e Fil:lﬂ o CRR EERY e e EEE EEE £15 621
- Imprisonment ... i vain wa . 1 case-2 months

carried out by Department at default or request to
ly with notices served under the Public Health and

i &m

Enhsmmplat:od 1,110
B L moses

s of Disrepair

- of a house which is subject to control under the Rent Act,
pply for a certificate of disrepair if the landlord has either
y out repairs which the tenant considers necessary or has
'e an undertaking in accordance with the Act. Only 70
r certificates were received during the year but many calls
the Department for advice or help in the procedure to be
ire either the abatement of disrepair or a reduction in rent.
s where an inspection revealed the existence of a nuisance
n disrepair, action was also taken under Section 93 of the Public
hst. 1936.

— —
T T R — - =
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-. ‘Housing Improvement and Improvement Grants

| ‘HousiNG (FinanciAL Provisions) Acr, 1958

House PURCHASE AND HousInG Acr, 1959
‘HousING AcT, 1964

There was a sharp drop in the number of applications for grants and
in 1966 the total of grants approved was only 1,570 compared with a total
“of 1,929 in 1965.

- Landlord applications continued to exceed those from owner-occupiers
‘and amounted to 55 per cent. of the total received. Undoubtedly the use
“of compulsory powers containedin the Housing Act, 1964 had some bearing
‘on this but it is noted that 691 out of a total of 885 applications from
landlords were as a result of voluntary action. The total of landlord
lications only dropped by 63, whereas those from owner-occupiers
184 less than in 1965 — this may reflect the economic position.

A further 250 tenants exercised their rights under the Housing Act,
1964 and wrote to the Corporation during the year asking them to use
ir powers to secure the provision of bathrooms by their landlords. This
L mmm@ng but the total figure of 461 tenants who have written so far
‘since the introduction of the Housing Act, 1964, is a very small proportion
i!he number of tenanted properties which are still without bathrooms.
following statistics show the action taken so far in regard to tenants’
epresentations:—

pulsory Improvements - Tenants' Representations

Representations received (from August 1964) 461
quhﬂ {propm‘ty has insufficient life) ... 35
Eﬂthimmryundnrhkmg received ... 45
p e improvement notices served ... 167
;Pmparﬂas for which improvement grant apphr.:atmns have b-:en

179

’Empomt works mmplete:l 28

5 '__":,z . v Improvements - By Improvement Area Action

1 .'”" aim of the Housing Act, 1964 was to ensure that within ten years

| most of the improvable older houses which lack amenities and which still
: e a reasonable life are provided with hot water, a fixed bath or shower,
h-hand basin, an inside water closet and a proper foodstore. Eleven
vement Areas in various parts of the City were declared during the
d, of the 1,341 houses included, 522 lacked one or more of the stan-









Approximately four-fifths of this total (£1,312,638 0s. 11d.) has been I

paid since the introduction of the standard grant scheme in 1959.

Since the improvement schemes were operated 17,029 applications
have been approved, made up as follows:-

Owner-occupiers 12,261
Landlords 4,768
17,029

Abatement of Nuisances

The investigation of complaints concerning conditions under which
people live continues to form an important part of the work of the public
health inspector. If a nuisance is found to exist an abatement notice is
served under Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936, and in the
majority of cases the work is carried out by the owner in a reasonable
time, but, should the nuisance continue, the Act gives power to the La v:r__" -
Authority to apply to the magistrates for a Nuisance Order, and in extreme
cases the Department carries out the work at the default of the owner.
much use if made of the powers contained in Section 26 of the Public
Health Act, 1961, which enables the Local Authority to do work at
default in a reduced period of time.

During the year a total of 5,292 statutory notices was served, 3,1 !-_ :
of these being under Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936.

The total of 5,292 statutory notices was made up as follows:—

Nuisances under Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936—

dealing mainly with roofs, spoutings, fallen plaster, defective

floorboards, broken sashcords and window frames « 12
Stopped up drains, soil pipes, water closets and private sewers,

dealt with under the Birmingham Corporation Act, 1946, as

amended by the 1954 Act b1 810
Urgent nuisances, badly leaking roofs, hmlﬂsn water l:lumt pedm-

tals, etc., dealt with under Section 26 of the Public Health

Act, 1981 . 653
Provision or 1mpmw.-ment -::I p:ped wa.ter supply——ﬁectmn 133

Public Health Act, 1936, as amended by Section 30, Water i

Act, 1945 .. = 25
Yard paving and d:amaga——s'actmn 58 Pubhc Haalth Act 1936 138
Unsatisfactory drainage—Section 39, Public Health Act, 1936 . 507
Filthy or verminous premiuu—ﬁestim 83, Public Health Aﬂt

1936 15 W & 8
Removal of noxious ma.tl:err S-actmn 79, Public Haa!th Act IBE'E 25
Byelaw infringements — nuisances o 1
Replacement of earth closets, etc., —Sectmn 47, Pub]m Heal‘th

At 1088 L0 s 2
Additional water closets sactmn 44 Publm H&a.ltilm:t IBBE 1 3 |
Provision of water closets — Section 39, Birmingham Corpuratmn K ;

Ak, TOBE. oo wi oy om0t SUEES 1 4l
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Enforcement Section

The title “Enforcement Section”” means exactly what it impli
section for the legal enforcement of the Department’s duties and
tions in carrying out the requirements of the various Acts of Parliamer
Regulations and Orders delegated to the Health Committee b‘f ]
Birmingham City Council, and also the execution of works necessary
comply with statutory notices served under these various Acts of
ment at the default of and by agreement with the owners and occup

This special Section was originally formed to carry out works res
to comply with nuisance orders made by the Magistrates in the
Courts, at the default of the owners. Its scope has now been extenc
cover the Public Health and associated Acts and Byelaws; the
Acts of 1957, 1961 and 1964; the Housing (Management of
Multiple Occupation) Regulations 1962; the Food and Dl‘ugs
the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960 and 1966; Furnishe :-
(Rent Control) Act, 1946; Rent Act, 1965; Offices, Shops and |
Premises Act 1963; the Noise Abatement Act, 1960; Landlord and
Act 1962; the various Birmingham Corporation Acts and, in ps
the Birmingham Corporation Act, 1965, together with the sch:
registration of houses let in multiple occupation.

Building works and repairs to houses and properties deta
the year have covered all aspects of general building works, ar
varied from minor property repairs to extensive works to dar
structures, houses let in multiple occupation, paving and drainage

A commencement has also been made in detailing works u "*
II of the Housing Act, 1964; in the provision of bathrooms wit
water closets, hot and cold water services and other amenities re
outbuilding and bedroom conversions in houses occupied by
These conversions have required special specifications of works a
paration of detailed plans.

The total cost of works carried out during the year was (22
These works required the preparation of 321 specifications, |
602 properties. Of these, 128 specifications were for the e
building repairs to abate nuisances at 163 houses, at a cost of £7,206 |

Repairs and improvements were carried out at:—

(a) 214 houses at the request of the owners, at a cost of gﬁ,
(132 specifications) and

(b) 388 houses at the default of the owners, at a cost of ,EIE
(189 specifications).

In 33 cases essential works were carried out to comply with Nuis
Orders made by the City Justices at Victoria Law Courts. The
work totalled £2,595 1 2. and the number of houses affected wa
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During the year two unusual cases were taken by the Department
under the Noise Abatement Act, 1960, which makes noise nuisance a
statutory nuisance under the Public Health Act ,1936.

A complaint was received by the Department of a serious noise
nuisance caused by the playing of musical instruments and singing. On
investigation it was found that a *‘Pop” group was practising in a house
The instruments being used included an electric organ and electric guitar
which could not be played without amplifiers, and drums. The level o
noise was such that the occupiers of the adjoining house alleged that it was
making life intolerable. It was also similarly affecting a household on th
opposite side of the road. Inspectors of the Department on investigatior
considered that a nuisance did exist, and a statutory notice was served t
“Cease the nuisance of noise from playing musical instruments an
singing’’. This notice requiring the abatement of noise nuisance failed t
have any effect, and in view of further complaints authority was given fo
legal proceedings to be taken to enforce the requirements of the noti

On the day of the hearing at Victoria Courts, the electric organ was
brought to Court and connected to the power supply. The bench, however,
decided against having any demonstration by the group’s pianist. r
Magistrates carefully considered the evidence presented to them &
made a Nuisance Order ordering the group forthwith to refrain from singing
or permitting singing, or playing or permitting playing, of any musical
instrument at such loudness as shall be a nuisance to occupiers of adjacent

premises.

In the second case a very serious noise nuisance existed. Complair
from occupiers of houses adjoining a cafe situated in a densely pop
area of the City were received by the Department, of loud amplified
ded music which accompanied large parties held in the cafe. This
commenced at about 2200 hrs. and continued throughout the night |
between 0400 hrs. and 0700 hrs. the next morning on Friday, Saturday a
Sunday nights. This noise was so loud that the occupiers of the adj _- 4
houses could not get any sleep or rest whatsoever. The complaint was
investigated by inspectors of the Department, who visited the area during
the late hours at night and early hours of the morning on many o
The nuisance was confirmed, and a Statutory Notice was served

|
abatement of the nuisance. The requirements of the Satutory [
were completely ignore, and authority was given for legal proceedings to =
be instituted.

When the case was heard by the City Justices the ucm.lpm

houses affected came to Court and gave evidence to assist the Departr
in proving its case. The Magistrates took a most serious view and mac
Nuisance Order ordering the owner forthwith to refrain from si

Pﬂ'mltt!ﬂg singing, or playing or pﬁl‘l.'('llttlng pla}rlng or |:||I
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' ~musical instrument at such loudness as shall be a nuisance to the occupiers
of adjacent premises. This Nuisance Order was completely ignored by the
“owner, further legal action was taken, and a penalty of £14 was imposed
by the City Justices.

The owner then decided to sell his interest in the cafe, vacated the
;Wuim, and peace was restored to the neighbourhood,

The Birmingham Corporation Act, 1965, together with the City of
‘Birmingham (Registration of Houses in Multiple Occupation) Scheme,
1%5 came into uperatlon on the 1st January, 1966 and required the
‘owners of houses let in multiple occupation to notify the Corporation and
ﬁve appropriate information about registrable houses which were already

ouses in multiple occupation. The Department prepared appropriate
for supplying the required information and early in 1966 distributed
ﬁhase forms and explanatory leaflets to owners of houses known to be in
multiple occupation. In this instance a company owning a number of
| ﬂﬁ&ﬁ failed to supply the information, although the appropriate forms
in their possession and every possible opportunity and assistance was
fforded them. Legal proceedings were taken for failing to supply the full
tion required on seven summonses. All the facts were carefully
considered by the City Justices at the Court hearing, and the maximum
| fine of £10 in each case was imposed.
I

An appeal was lodged by the defendants against these convictions and
enalties for a complete re-hearing of the charges on the seven summonses
| for failing to supply information. This Appeal was heard by the Recorder
. at the Birmingham Quarter Sessions, who dismissed the Appeal against
| the convictions, but allowed the Appeal against the penalties and reduced
fines to £5 in each case.

Giving judgment the Recorder stated that the Appeal had shown two
%gﬁ beyond doubt. One was the absolute necessity for a scheme of this
| ﬁ:d in Birmingham; the second was that this kind of property manage-
@nt could be very profitable to the persons concerned, although as a
business venture it was not without difficulty and risks. He also said that
| for ‘I:he gmater part of 1966 the company did not suppljr information

5!1 The powers contained in Section 59 of the Birmingham Corporation
Act, 1946, continue to be used to require the clearing of obstructed
1 drains, waste pipes and water closets. The powers are similar to those in
1 Section 22 of the Public Health Act, 1961, but work can be carried out at

default of an owner after 24 hours’ notice compared with 48 hours required
by the 1961 Act.
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tion ot conditions. Whenever the public health is likely to be
mdangered the co-operation of the Housing Manager is sought but there
are instances, particularly where property is shortly to be required for

lition and the rehousing of the tenants has commenced, that it is not

“always possible to effect the necessary repairs.
2

-

The marked increase in the rehousing of tenants and in the rate of
ce of unfit properties will do much to reduce this type of complaint
in the interim period conditions may often deteriorate for tenants in
areas. As tenants are rehoused vandals break into the derelict pro-
Eﬁ, start fires, deposit refuse and disturb those who remain in isolated

pied dwellings. Sometimes this is unavoidable as tenants are not
‘always anxious to accept alternative accommodation and move away from
g:,m This can occasion real hardship especially to the elderly. Close
_co-operation is required between the Housing Management, Public Works,
{ﬁalvage and Health Departments to deal with this very difficult aspect of

?dnvelopment

- The Salvage Department has been particularly helpful in removing
‘accumulations and having sites cleared of unwanted furniture and bedding.
Such an operation unfortunately requires the expenditure of public money.
Householders can do much to help themselves and the City by making
per arrangements for the disposal of unwanted household furniture and
s before vacating premises required for demolition.

During the year 1,479 complaints were received concerning property
1 Corporation management and of this number 889 were investigated by

his Department.

| &r&l of the Dead and Exhumations

During the year three licences were issued by the Secretary of State,
Office, for the removal of human remains from graves in the City
re-interment elsewhere. Copies of these licences, when issued, are sent
the Home Office to the Medical Officer of Health for the area and in
:h case a public health inspector attended the exhumation to ensure
it was effected with due care and decency and without risk to public

nmon Lodging Huum_:s

The Department maintains a register of all common lodging houses in
City as required by the provision of Section 237 of the Public Health
1936. This record provides detailed information as to the full names
‘addresses of all persons registered as “keepers’” and “deputy keepers”
- with the addresses of all such lodging houses. The permitted
er of persons which each may accommodate is also specified in the
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At the beginning of the year the number of common lodging houses
registered remained at five, providing total accommodation for 521 men :
only. During the winter, however, one of the larger hostels managed by
The Salvation Army was closed down because of further progress made in =~
redevelopment works. This reduced the number of hostels on the register
to four, providing total accommodation for 363 men only. '

Routine inspections are carried out both by day and by night to
ensure that no infringements of the Public Health Act, 1936 or the Bye-
laws made thereunder occur. During the course of the year, public health
inspectors made a total of 79 visits, details of which are as follows:—

Day visits ... SR R e
Night visits 52
TOTAL ... 79

——

The above inspections revealed that there still remains a pesiti
demand for this type of accommodation within the City and in most cases
the hostels were fully occupied. '

Tips and Tipping
A total of 326 visits was made to established tips during the Ym.r
order to see that the City Byelaws in respect of tipping were u
observed. e
The established tips were being operated generally satisfactorily,
but in three cases complaints were received. The first case has bee
dealt with in 1965 and tipping operations had ceased but the wet year
had produced ponding of rainwater on the surface of the tip and thi
was becoming stagnant and some decomposition of tipped materials wa:
causing a nuisance. Further covering with furnace ash and level
resolved the trouble. In the second case, nuisance arose from the tipp
of quantities of waste from the City's fruit and vegetable markets a
fruit flies which were harbouring and breeding on this waste t:ause& roub
to a nearby food manufactory. Appropriate treatment with insectici
was carried out and immediate and daily covering of the tipp&d '
prevented a recurrence. The operation of the same tip was the subj
other complaints arising from the depositing of mud and debris by the
wheels of vehicles using the tip and the developing industrial estate on the
reclaimed land. The complaint was taken up with the City “4-:”--._- q
Surveyor and Planning Officer who indicated that proposals were being
discussed to construct suitable roads on the site — no action had h er
been taken by the end of the year and the trouble still persists. 'I'Im 4
case followed the submission of a memorial from nearby residents com-
plaining of nuisances from vehicles using a tip. The tip, newly established
on the site of a former claypit and brickworks, was being operated in
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reasonable conformity with the City byelaws but dust was being blown
‘about from the passage of vehicles over a rammed earth approach road
‘and nuisance was also occurring from the depositing of mud on nearby
‘public road. The co-operation of the operators was sought and obtained
‘and they brought into use mechanical road sweepers equipped with sprink-
lers. This did much to prevent the trouble but in view of the long term
nature of the tipping the operators also undertook to construct,in 1967,
a concrete approach road to a design which will assist in the removal of
‘mud from vehicles wheels before driving onto the public highway.

Complaints were received farily regularly of the depositing of rubbish
and discarded articles on vacant sites and action was taken to deal with
those likely to be prejudicial to health. The bulk of the complaints were
referred to the Public Works Department for consideration of action under
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1962, as conditions might be con-
sidered detrimental to the amenities of the neighbourhood.

r Pleasure Fairs

During the year 62 visits were made by public health inspectors to
pleasure fairs. Conditions are regulated by the City’s Byelaws made in
3953 with respect fo pleasure fairs. Under these byelaws the local
authority must be given at least three days notice before a fair is operated
and has an opportunity to specify requirements, especially with regard to
sanitary accommodation, water supply and catering arrangements,

Canal Boats

~ During the year 1966 the number of boats inspected within the City
area was 163, as follows:—

s T

l Ist Quarter 2nd Quarier drd Quarter dth Quarier
' 38 40 16 39

The 163 boats inspected were registered for the accommodation of

[ *@ persons and when inspected were found to be carrying 108 men, 107
women and 40 children, a total of 255 persons.

All the boats were in good condition and conforming with the Public

Act, 1936 and Regulations. No complaint notes were issued during

the year and four were brought forward from 1965, leaving an outstanding

balance of four. It has not been necessary to take any legal proceedings

under the Public Health Act, 1936, and the Canal Boats (Amendment)
Regulations, 1925.

~ No cases of infectious disease affecting canal boat personnel were
W during 1966,

~ Two new boats have been registered in Birmingham during the year,

‘-'fﬂﬂamg the total number to 104, 61 being motor boats and 43 ordinary
boats,

— -

——
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It has been emphasised in previous reports that sufficient precautions
are not taken to seal off disused drains following the demolition of proper-
ties. The Department is frequently called on to deal with infestations of
rats in new estates, which, on investigation, reveal that rats are leaving
sewers via disused drains left in situ during the course of redevelopment.
Similﬂly, and particularly in the case of new buildings, rats often gain
access through faults in construction. This is especially due to bad
worksmanship in the laying of drains and the installation of gas and
electricity services. The need to supervise drainage work whilst in
progress cannot be over-emphasised. During the year formal action was
taken in only eight cases under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act,
1949, but rat-proofing measures were carried out at a further 299 proper-
ties in the City.

SALVAGE DEPARTMENT DESTRUCTORS

There are now six of these depots for the disposal of refuse in the City,
as the new Castle Bromwich Works were opened in the autumn. These
premises are always liable to infestation, and have in the past supported
wvery large rat populations, because of the enormous amounts of refuse of
all types which are dealt with. These populations have been considerably
reduced over the years in consequence of energetic action taken by the

Department.

Castle Bromwich Works — The grounds of these works were treated

several times prior to their official opening. Treatments included various
huts used by official contractors.

Lifford Works — One room inside the premises was treated and a
portion of the grounds was treated on several occasions.

Rotton Park Street Works — Treatment was not necessary at these
~ Tyseley Works — Permanent baiting points were maintained and
treatments of various parts of the works were carried out.

Brookvale Works — A treatment with zinc phosphide was carried out
and individual portions of the works were treated as necessary. Permanent
baiting points were also maintained,

- Montague Street Works — Various portions of these works were
poisoned during the year with the exception of the hoppers in the tipping

~ In general the works supervisors and foremen of all the depots are
very rat conscious and are quick to report any infestation which has arisen
in various sections. The Department maintains a very close liaison with
the engineering staffs of the Salvage Department, and any recommenda-

tions made to improve the situation are usually implemented without
delay.
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Supervision of Offices, Shops and Railway Premises

whole-time Shops Act Inspectors were available to carry out
eral routine inspections and the various other duties relating to the

" The duties include:~

General Inspections — Periodical inspection and the recording of all the
"T - necessary particulars of all retail shops, certain wholesale
F

establishments and warehouses.

~ Conditions of Employment, Assistants — The regular examination of
f
¢
£
i
b
I

A
Py

the prescribed records relating to statutory weekly half-holidays,
hours of employment on Sundays and compensatory time off in
lieu of Sunday employment. The checking of regulated hours
uf employment of young persons employed in retail shops,
cinemas and other places of entertainment and in the catering
trade. Visits to ensure that the correct intervals for meals are
allowed to all shop assistants.

w Accommodation — Inspections to ascertain that a suitable
standard is provided and maintained regarding sanitary accom-
modation and washing facilities made available for use by the
staff; that a reasonable standard of heating, lighting and ventila-
tion is maintained at all times where staff are employed; to ensure
that seating is made available for staff and that suitable facilities
are available for the taking of meals on the premises.

rly Closing Day and Night Closing Regulations — Regular routine
- 'wtmls are made to ascertain that the regulations regarding
compulsory half-day closing and general night closing hours are
complied with by shopkeepers.

lay Trading — Regular routine patrols are made enforcing the
™ limitations of Sunday trading exemptions; the special provisions
for Jewish traders and the City of Birmingham (Rednal) Sunday

‘i’l:admgﬂrder 1939.

WE-'D'I the Shops Act Inspectors for the year is summarised as

GENERAL INSPECTIONS

hops Act, 1950, (including Sunday and night visits) ... 21,055
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 ... wa 8188

29,238






- It must be remembered that the above labour force is not employed
vely in the enforcement of the Act and its supporting Regulations

d that a shortage of qualified staff still prevails. Such work, in fact,

s only a small part of the statutory and ancillary duties comprising

ral public health inspection in this City.

Mdembhe progress has been achieved during the year. 4,628

o] premlses became the subject of their first general inspection,

presenting an increase of 857 on the figure of 3,771 for 1965.

i The following statistics show the number and class of premises regis-

‘together with the number of general inspections carried out during

Number of premises | Number of vepistered
Class of premises registered at end premises veceiving
af year a general inspection
during the year

4,432 2,072

7,682 2,355

ale shops, warehouses ... 641 7l
1g establishments open to

' public, canteens. 808 129

' 17 1

13,580 4,628

The total number of visits of all kinds made by inspectors to regis-
ed premises reached the figure of 14,850 for the year. This amounts to
crease of 5,285 visits or 55:25 per cent. when compared with the total
for 1965.

e following table shows the progress made in initial inspections
: the commencement of the Act in 1964, viz:—

1 Number of Regisiered

. Total number of Premises veceiving
- Year Registered Premises FIRST geneval inspection
1964 12,343 181
- 1965 13,299 3,771
1966 13,580 4,628
ToTtaL 8,580

This means that 63:20 per cent. of all registered premises have now
- first general inspection. Inspections carried out during the
ed in the service upon occupiers and owners of 927 preliminary
25 dealing with the main requirements of the Act. This shows a con-
ke ﬁﬁmme on the figure of 1,354 preliminary notices served during
nd ﬂ mamlj.r due to the fact that a large number of premises inspec-
comprise new offices and shops including modernised premises. Since
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the inception of the Act, inspectors, have, where practicable, carried ou
initial inspections of the longer established premises first, on the ground
that such premises are normally subject to a greater degree of deficie
On making an analysis of contraventions, it is interesting to note that the
greater number occur under the following headings:— o

Section 6 : Temperature — particularly non-provision of thermometers.
Section 7 : Ventilation. ;
Section 9 : Sanitary conveniences — lighting and general conditions.
Section 10 : Washing facilities.

Section 16 : Floors, passages and stairs

Section 24 : First aid — general provisions. &

According to departmental records, the number of males and femal
employed during the year has increased by 1,773 and 2,378 respecti
making a combined total of 128,271. This figure represents an o
increase of 4,151 persons employed, when compared with the combine
total of 124,120 for 1965. The figures can only be taken as an approxim:
tion to the true state of affairs.

Once again, the Corporation continued to deal, on a day to day I'
with an increasing number of enquiries from architects, surveyors a
estate agents, in addition to employers and employees, on specific require
ments of the Act and supporting Regulations. L

During the year the Public Health Department received :.--f'i_jf;
tion on 304 “‘notifiable” accidents, compared with 291 for 1965. It wa
considered necessary, however, to investigate 85, or 28 per cent. of t
notifiable accidents in 1966, as compared with 44 or 15 per cent in res-
pect of the previous year ol
Disinfestation and Disinfection %

The Disinfecting and Cleansing Station is operated under the sup
vision of a Depot Superintendent, who reports daily te the Chief
Health Inspector, The station is situated in Bacchus Road, Winson Gre
and occupies a fairly central position in Birmingham, 1

The Public health inspectors promptly investigate all compl i
infestation by bugs, fleas, flies, cockroaches, blackbeetles, crickets, ar
etc , received by the Department from the occupiers of domestic
ness premises, After investigation, the necessary arrangements for tre
ment are made with the Depot Superintendent, 4

During the year, 1,253 houses received such treatment as comps
with 1,309 in 1965, representing a decrease of 56 treatments, Ac
work is also carried out in business premises and such treatments
hospitals, licensed houses and restaurants, schools, factories and
baths, Steam flies and cockroaches continue to be the main st
infestation in kitchens and food preparation premises. The n
treatments effected in premises, as above, amounted to 186 for the
making an increase of 24 over the year 1965. b
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Charges are not made for treatments to domestic premises but

priate accounts were submitted in other cases, based solely on the
bour and materials used.

The depot staff undertake the delivery and collection of complete
ng units for tuberculous patients and this service resulted in the
of 15 units and the collection of a further 15 units for disinfection
re-issue. Nine houses were also disinfected following the removal
patients to chest hospitals or into new housing accommodation.

JISINFECTION

‘Once again, the Department continued to assist certain aged people in
sential cleansing of their homes, including the removal of rubbish, This
is given free of charge, and during the year 39 houses were cleansed
1d 41 beds, together with bedding, were removed for destruction.
- The steam disinfectors were kept working daily during the year,
rincipally in the disinfection of large quantities of bedding, blankets and
‘Accounts, where applicable, were rendered to the appropriate
ies, the charges being based on the rate of 15/- per “stove”, which
ts one complete operation of a steam disinfector. The above work
ed to 1,525 complete stoves for the year, being almost equal to
re of 1,594 for 1965. These figures confirm the continuous
ng of the plant throughout the year.

are provided in the clinic at the Cleansing Station. A daily service
d until 1715 hours during the week, except Saturday, when the
s at 1200 hours. No treatments are provided on Sunday,

ring the year 2,524 cases received a first treatment for scabies at
, Road Clinic, 1,324 attending being men and boys and 1,240
and girls, In addition 20 second treatments were given and one

Scabies  Body Lice  Pubic Lice Head Lice
821 257 130 2

~ Boys 141 = St e
‘Second treatments 9 + . B

971 257 130 2
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SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE

Mr. Neville Borg, City Engineer, Surveyor and Planning Officer, has
kindly provided the following comments and information upon the
sewerage works carried out during the year by the Public Works Depart-
ment.

The increase in water consumption for domestic and industrial
purposes, coupled with the Pollution Prevention Acts and the increased
application of control by the River Authority has generated a considerable
amount of capital drainage works. To reduce pollution in the rivers and to
escape statutory action, it will be necessary to control the quality of dis-
charges from surface water sewers and perhaps eventually abandon sewage
overflows. The long term effect of this will be to allow the Public Works

Committee to realise their ambition to create a series of linked riverside
walks, suitably landscaped, as a main feature of a complete network of

open spaces across the City.

Work commenced this year on the construction of an amenity lake

aiongside the River Cole at Cotterills Lane as an adjunct to the housing

pment on this site. Approval has also been given to the provision

ﬁ underground retention tanks on the main sewers serving the Bourn

Brook and Chad Valley at points of storm water overflows, which will
result in a substantial reduction in pollution from these sources.

The trade effluent control scheme has been extended to include
industrial discharges, such as cooling water, made to the City's surface
water system and legal proceedings have been instituted against one firm
who allowed a persistent, heavy discharge of oil to the River Cole. The
effectiveness of the control in the quality of effluents discharged to the
foul sewers may be measured by the 100 per cent. increase in the produc-
ﬁun of pre-treatment plants by the industrialists. Legal samples have
been taken from several firms who have persistently discharged effluents
contravening their consent conditions, and successful proceedings insti-
tuted against them through the Courts.

- The Corporation’s drive for increased housing accommodation is
being achieved by the development of major housing estates on the peri-
phery of the City, coupled with an intensification of redevelopment work
within the City.

The building development at Druids Heath, Bromford Bridge and
Castle Vale is well advanced and the main target is now Chelmsley Wood.
The development of this 1,500 acre site, which lies outside the City
boundary adjoining the Kingshurst Estate, was commenced during 1966
and is planned for completion within a six year period. The site, which will
house some 60,000 people, has created some major drainage problems and
work is now proceeding on the construction of a new sewer to augment
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

The following information has been kindly supplied by Mr. A. E,
Barton, General Manager of the Salvage Department.

One of the most important of the public health services is that of
hygienic disposal of domestic refuse, the nature of which makes it impera-
tive that it is controlled in order to obviate nuisance. It is this control
which is the concern of the Salvage Department whose duties are briefly
the collection and disposal of house and certain trade refuse, the emptying
of cesspools and the cleansing of the Corporation markets and abattoirs.

Approximately 1,450 persons are engaged in this work and the total
quantity of material of all classes dealt with annually is some 337,100

Provision of Dustbins

The first consideration in maintaining an efficient service is to ensure
‘that a proper receptacle is provided for the temporary storage of house
refuse. Since April, 1950, the Corporation have assumed responsibility for

- providing dustbins to domestic premises as a rate-borne service, and

‘during the year 44,444 were provided, including 34,477 of the special type
used with the dustless refuse collection system.

:’,I.ﬁl'uu Collection

~ The collection of refuse in Birmingham entails the emptying of over
22 million dustbins yearly at premises throughout the City and a fleet of
E& vehicles of all kinds is operated and maintained for this purpose.

»

The scheme for the free removal of items of bulky refuse, such as
mattresses, carpets, television sets, bicycles, furniture and mechanical
kitchen equipment which was inaugurated in January, 1965, continues to
be very well received by ratepayers of the City.

Under this arrangement, if the refuse collector when calling at the
house in the normal course of his duties cannot accommodate the article
for disposal on the vehicle at that time, a special pre-paid postcard is left
E',l't-he driver for the household to fill in, with a request to the Civic Centre
office for a special collection to be arranged. This obviates the need for
refuse to be dumped inside and outside the City boundary, and the
Department receives many letters of appreciation and congratulation upon
this side of its activities.

The bulk container system of collection from multi-storey premises,
hotels, schools, hospitals, etc. continues to expand with the growth and

| changing redevelopment of the City. The containers, which are sited

below the refuse chutes, are transported to the specially designed vehicles
and mechanically emptied. The number of containers now in use is 3,336,
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Drivers’ Training School ]
The Department maintains its own driving Echoul for *""':i:'

qualified mstructor

Refuse Disposal

The first phase of the extensive programme of the Salvage Commit
for modernising the refuse disposal facilities in the City was completed
the opening of the new Refuse Disposal Works at Lifford Lane, E
Norton, in October, 1961.

The second phase was the erection of completely new Works on land
in the ownership of the Salvage Committee at Chester Road, C
Bromwich. The building contractors commenced operations on
April, 1964, and the Works were officially opened on 9th September
by the Right Honourable Anthony Greenwood, M.P., Minister of F
and Local Government.

The plant comprises two separate and complete units extending fra
the refuse reception hoppers to the incinerators, the advantage being
when maintenance and repa:rs are carried out, only half of the |
needs to be out of commission.

An electrostatic precipitator to control the emission of grit and nok
has been installed, the first time this has been used in a refuse incine
plant in this country. The gases after leaving the incinerator pass
a vertical tower where they are humidified and cooled by means of w
sprays, and after leaving the tower they pass through the precipit
The dust particles then become electrically charged and are depos
the collecting plates which are rapped mechanically causing the d
fall into hoppers from which it is carried by water to settling tanks I
only clean gases to pass through the induced draught fans to the chi

The Works have proved a source of great interest to the
Cleansing world, and in the first few months immediately following
official opening, Civic Heads and Public Cleansing Officers from arIl over th
United Kingdom and also from as far afield as Belgium, West
Canada, Hong Kong, Australia and Guyana (South America) hﬂﬂ
visits.

The third phase of the reconstruction programme, the replacement
Brookvale Road Refuse Disposal Works, Witton, built in 1924 and .
ded in 1938, is in hand for the installation of a direct incineration plant
a Works to be erected on a new site at Holford Drive, Perry Barr.

The remaining Refuse Disposal Works of the Department are situa
at Montague Street, Bordesley (reconstructed 1934), Rotton Park S
Ladywood (reconstructed 1932) and James Road, Tyseley (built 1
extended 1938). s
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-

- For the first few months of the year the large turnover in labour con-
~ tinued as in the previous year, but towards the end of 1966 the number of
employees leaving the service dropped considerably with a consequential
drop in the need for replacements. The overall effect of this was that the
bour turnover decreased from 52°9 per cent. to 441 per cent. compared
th 1965.

~ During the year the Work Study Section continued investigation into
“bonus schemes, being mainly concerned with maintenance craftsmen and
tes. A new scheme was introduced for a further section of the Vehicle
- Repair Workshops, namely, coach and spray painters.

::?b—'._-':'-. hicles and Plant
A fleet of 319 mechanical vehicles comprising several types is main-
ed by the Department, the replacement value of which is approaching
,400,000. At Montague Street Works there are new and extensive work-
s which are fully equipped for first class vehicle repair and full
itenance, whilst at the other Works of the Department equipment and
are available for dealing with normal running repairs, maintenance,
“and vehicle washing under the supervision of the Transport Maintenance
l'-l and his staff.
The Department has its own engineering section under the control of
the Chief Engineer, and a staff of skilled craftsmen and mates carry out
repair and maintenance of the refuse disposal plants at the various

W OTKS.

~ The main stores through which some 6,000 items of plant and equip-
ment are passed are also at Montague Street.

by | e The Sports and Social Club which is managed by the men themselves

- | has a number of flourishing sections and various social events are arranged

| for the benefit of employees and their families.

| The Departmental Joint Consultative Committee, at which represen-

| tatives of the management and employees meet monthly to discuss

L s of mutual interest and benefit, completes ten years of existence
~ |in June of this year.
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A THE CITY'S WATER SUPPLY
}

~ Once again, thanks are due to Mr. R. C. Whitehead, Engineer and
Manager of the Water Department, for the following information upon
the engineering aspect of the supply.
Headworks

Treatment continued unchanged in the Elan Valley where the raw
moorland water is collected, filtered, dosed with hydrated lime to coun-

teract its aggressive tendency towards metal, and finally chlorinated and
fluoridated

Aqueduct

~ The tunnel and conduit sections of the Elan Aqueduct are over 60
wears old and since they were laid down have required constant vigilance
and varying amounts of maintenance work to keep them in good repair.
‘At certain points, however, some deterioration has occurred and plans
were put in hand during 1966 to deal with this. Since the aqueduct is
required to run almost continuously at full capacity and interruptions in
the supply to Birmingham would be intolerable, the plans included the
provision of additional raw water storage near the City.

Severn Supply Scheme

At Trimpley, near Bewdley, the construction of the intake works,
treatment works and high-level pumping station was progressing with a
wview to the abstraction and supply of a limited quantity of River Severn

water during the summer of 1967, should that derived from the Elar and
Claerwen prove to be insufficient to satisfy the City’s demand.

To complete the first instalment of the scheme - designed to provide
15 million gallons a day - there remained the final stages in the construc-
tion of a bankside reservoir, together with its associated draw-off pumping
station and the landscaping of the whole site.

Clywedog Reservoir Project

Although the Clywedog Dam will not be complete until the end of
1967, sufficient progress had been made to allow impounding to commence
on 22nd December, 1966, and the Joint Authority is now in a position to
augment the flow in the river for the purposes of water supply.

Emkley Works

Al 44 Elan rapid gravity type filters have been in operation through-
out the year and now deal with approximately 95 per cent. of the water,
the remainder being treated by slow sand filtration.
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Eight rapid gravity filters have been constructed to treat wate
from the new River Severn supply and these, together with associated
chlorination and sulphonation installations, will be capable of treating
to 16 million gallons a day. Construction of mixing chambers has p
ceeded in which the Elan and Severn waters will be blended before p:
into supply.

Whitacre Works

Raw water pumped from Whitacre Reservoir to Shustoke Reservoir
was again dosed with copper sulphate, the equivalent overall dose to “
total quantity of water treated being approximately 03 parts per m
It is significant that the only outbreaks of algae of any consequence i
Shustoke Reservoir occurred when no water was being pumped
Whitacre, i.e. when copper sulphate dosing ceased.

The micro-strained water was again treated with aluminium sulphate
as an aid to filtration, the average dose being 17 p.p.m. over a pﬂiad_ -." !
eight weeks during April and May. Owing to unforeseen difficulties in the
construction of the new alumina silo, this plant has not yet been commis-
sioned.

Modifications were carried out on the second of the v
settling tanks with a view to improving the quality of the effluent re
to the River Blythe. Some improvement was achieved, but fu
modifications may be undertaken following tests to be carried out durin
1967. '

Area of Supply

Mainlaying for new housing sites, development in the City Centre
trunk main extensions and the replacement of old corroded service n
with new concrete lined mains continued. Multi-storey blocks of ﬂa.l:a o
structed by the Corporation were provided with boosted supplies where t
existing mains pressure was insufficient.

A length of 695 yards of 12" diameter cast iron concrete lined ma
was laid in Queens Head Road, Handsworth, and has improved
in those parts of Handsworth supplied by the Hagley Road zone.

All water distributed was chlorinated at rates between 0-35 and (
parts per million in order to produce a residual concentration of
01 p.p.m in the water leaving Frankley treatment works. It was
entirely that of the Elan supply, derived from the upland catchm
mid-Wales, but in January, it became necessary to isolate ﬂm
covered pure water reservoir at Frankley while repairs were carri
and, as a consequence, Perry Barr Reservoir became depleted. Suppl
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~ in the zone served by this reservoir — on the north-east side of the City -

- mainta.ined by pumping from the local Short Heath well for four days
com g 22nd January. Later, on 10th June, resort had again to be
mad t-u th.ls well while a necessary filter connection was being made at
ey, on this occasion the hard water being pumped for only 24 hours.

ROUTINE SAMPLING OF CORPORATION WATER

The purification of water by the City Water Department is carried
out at both the Whitacre and Frankley Water Works, the latter being
porsible for almost all the potable waters supplied to the City itself.
eful sampling is conducted throughout the whole year to check on the
of the treatment carried out at both works and to eliminate the
bility of any illness arising from the consumption of the water. In no
s of purified water where coliform organisms found.

Ccte iﬂlﬂgiﬂal Examination
{ VALLEY SuppPLY

- This water, draining from the Welsh mountains and impounded in the
1 '2'-'- Valley, continues to be of excellent quality. Samples from Steventon,
‘ha way along the 70 mile long aqueduct, were of high standard.

‘Water is discharged from the aqueduct into the Bartley and Frankley
age reservoirs. The high degree of purity already referred to, on
asion is affected by contamination principally due to foulings by birds,
is especially likely during the winter months. This is countered by
‘chlorination at Bartley Reservoir Outlet. The water from the reservoirs
8 then filtered following which it receives a final chlorination prior to
passing into the general mains supply. The importance of routine testing
2  readily be understood and this is carried out weekly at the works,
‘after chlorination, from the covered service reservoirs and at domestic
The treated water leaving the works has been of excellent quality
ughout the year.

WHITACRE SUPPLY

M are taken weekly from the heavily polluted rivers Bourne
| and Blythe, the contamination being greatly reduced by storage in the
hustoke and Whitacre Reservoirs. Further treatment takes place at the
by way of microstraining followed by rapid sand filtration. Chlorine
extent of one and a half parts per million is added to the water before
passed through the rapid gravity filters. Following filtration it is
nated again by the addition of up to 5 parts per million, the precise
e being predetermined and automatically controlled. The excess
e is then removed by sulphonation which leaves a residual con-
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centration of about 0-25 parts per million in the water leaving the we
The water going into supply is sampled twice weekly, at the wo
Monwode Lea and Packington, the results of which are comparable to t
of the Welsh water from a bacteriological point of view - this
remarkable achievement in the purification of such highly contaminated
river water.

WELLS

The two wells at Short Heath and Longbridge are sampled e
fortnight, unless brought into supply when this is done weekly.
Heath was brought into use on two occasions — four days in january
onein June. Apart from one occasion when there was slight contamina
of the water from Longbridge Well, (due no doubt to subsoil water se
the results from both these wells showed the water to be consisten
almost sterile.

Chemical Examination

The number of samples taken from certain points and their averag
chemical composition are set out on page 271.

Only monthly sampling of Welsh water is carried out as its ck
properties vary little from year to year. The overall picture once
shows readings which were well within normal limits.

The catchment area for the Whitacre Works contains the River
Bourne and Blythe, which at all times are heavily polluted with anin
and chemical wastes. During periods of heavy rain, this contamina
increased thus giving high figures for turbidity, albuminoid content ai
oxygen conswned. Household detergent is found, even in the fully treate
water, although the figures give no cause for alarm.

Radioactivity

This aspect is under constant review — samples of water for estir
being taken every two weeks. These results have given no cause
cern, all being well within the limits prescribed by the Medical Resear
Council.

Fluoridation

Samples taken from various points and from the tap in the (

Analyst’s Laboratory show the dosage of 1'0 part per million, as I
down by the Ministry of Health, to be consistently maintained.
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DWELLINGS WITHOUT AN INTERNAL WATER SUPPLY

The number of houses in the City lacking an internal water supply
‘would appear to be a case in which the passage of time has not affected
‘any rapid improvement. Year after year it has been reported that the
number of these houses decreases to a slight degree only. Equally often
‘it has been said that the main reason for the minor improvement is to
‘be found in the occupants themselves. Strange though it may appear, it
is an indisputable fact that at least one half of the number of houses
without an internal water supply are so because the tenants refuse an

installation.

At the end of 1965 it was reported that the total number of dwellings
‘without internal water supply was 319. At the close of 1966 the total stood
at 258, a reduction of 61. The following table details the general statistics.

Outside Redevelopment Areas :
Included in declared Clearance Areas ... 17
Life did not justify expense
Supplied by wells — usually distant from the nearest main supply ... 1

Space limitations, or other reasons, made provision impracticable... 1
Occupants did not desire an internal supply ... at TS
Lack of drainage made provision impracticable 2
Suitable for installation and notices served on owners . 3

|| Within Redevelopment Aveas :
Occupants refused internal supply ... ... .. .. .. 49

258

|

The reduction of 61 on the previous year's total is accounted for
thus:-

———

Houses void, pending demolition and demolished ... 31
Installed by owners, owner-occupiers or tenants without service of
notice s 22

|f Houses no longer in City through boundary changes, made under the
' West Midlands Order, 1965

r +]

61
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PERSONAL SAFETY
The Testing of Guards on Oil, Gas and Electrical Appliances

By prohibiting the sale of any unguarded fire, the Heating Appliances
(Fireguards) Act, 1952 endeavours to protect the user of a portable heating
appliance from injury. It was later amplified by the Heating Appliances
(Fireguards) Regulations, 1953, which required that every such unit

“intended for use in dwelling houses or residential premises, be provided

with a guard of such design as would conform to the Regulations and
comply with those tests specified in the Schedule to the Regulations.

The Consumer Protection Act, 1961, was extended in 1962 by the Oil
Heater Regulations, 1962, which became effective on 1st June, 1962, with
the purpose of regulating the design and standard of performance of oil
heaters, requiring the rigid attachment of notices giving warning on their
use in unsuitable places and positions, and expressly excluding the use of
petrol as fuel. Whilst repealing the application of the Heating Appliances
(Fireguards) Act, 1952 and the Oil Burners (Standards) Act, 1960, the
Consumer Protection Act, 1961 continued the Heating Appliances
(Fireguards) Regulations, 1953 as if they had been made by the 1961 Act.

On the 1st June, 1966 the Oil Heater Regulations, 1962 were amended
by the coming into operation of the Oil Heater Regulations, 1966 made
under Sections 1 and 2 of the Consumer Protection Act, 1961. The
explanatory note to the new Regulations indicates that Regulation 1
makes more detailed provision for testing the performance of an oil heater
when tilted out of level, by requiring that the heater shall be capable of
complying with the test described in the Schedule to the new Regulations.
Regulation 2 imposes a limit on the proportion of carbon monoxide which
may be emitted by an oil heater.

Regulations 3 and 4 relate repectively to the spilling of fuel when
an oil heater is overturned, and to the corrosion-resistance of fuel con-
tainers. They impose appropriate requirements in this connection on
certain oil heaters, in particular wick-fed heaters, to which such require-
ments did not previously apply.

- Regulation 5 secures that the Regulations of 1962 as amended will,
from st June, 1966, apply to oil heaters irrespective of the date of manu-
ture. Previously, by reason of Section 2 (4) of the Consumer Protection

| Act, 1961, the Regulations did not apply to heaters manufactured before

1Ist June, 1962.

E' Details of inspections made during the year are as follows:—

ﬁ No. of premises No. of appliances No. of appliances

4 visited examined found unsatisfactory
220 1,021 1

~ Where the appliance was found with an unsatisfactory guard it was
immediately withdrawn from sale.
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Children's Nightdresses Regulations, 1964
The Consumer Protection Act, 1961 empowers the Secretary of State

to make regulations imposing requirements in respect of any prescribed

class of goods to prevent or reduce the risk of death or personal injury.
Under this Act, the Children’s Nightdresses Regulations, 1964 came into
operation on the 1st October, 1964. The Regulations impose requirements
in relation to children’s nightdresses and accordingly under the Consumer
Protection Act, 1961, subject to certain exemptions, no person may sell
or have in his possession for sale, any child’'s nightdress which does not
comply with the Regulations.

The Regulations apply only to children's nightdresses — and these }

are defined as nightdresses which:—

(a) have a finished garment chest measurement not exceeding 38 inches

and

(b) are of a length which, measured from the highest point of the shoulder :

to the bottom of the garment, do not exceed 46 inches.
The Regulations do not apply to a nightdress which:-

(1) is so made or designed that it is unsuitable for wear by persons under
the age of 13, or

(2) is designed as an infant’s gown suitable for wear by newly-born
babies.

The effect of the Regulations is that all nightdresses coming within
the scope of the Regulations must be made of a fabric which conforms
to the low flammability requirements of British Standard 3121: 1959, Itis
the practice of some manufacturers to use elastic or elastic thread for
shirring and this will still be permitted. Some materials are chemically
treated to make them flame resistant, and nightdresses made from such
fabric must bear a warning against washing with soap or soap powder aﬂd

against boiling or bleaching. A tie-on label was permitted as an alternative

to a sewn on label on nightdresses sold up to the 1st April, 1965 but after
that date all children’s nightdresses made from this kind of fabric will ﬂ
required to have a stitched warning label. The Regulations apply to nﬂ
children’s nightdresses irrespective of the date of manufacture. |

The local authority may purchase nightdresses for the purpose
testing whether the fabric is of low flamability, but the tests are requi
to be carried out by one of the six bodies authorised by the Secretary @

e
L]
¥

state for this purpose. P

Any person selling or having in his possession for sale children |
nightdresses that do not conform to the Regulations will be guilty of an
!

51.

i
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CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

-defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more separate occasions
should be reckoned as two, three or more ‘‘cases’’)

Number of cases in which defecis Number of
were found Cases in
Particulars which prose-
Referved cufions were
To HM. | By HM.| nstituled
Found | Remedied | Inspector | Inspeclor

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

 Want of cleanliness (S.1) .. 1 1 ot e s

[ l. L {5.2] wam —— — —_— — ——
e temperature

T ua.tu vmltlla.tiun {S 4] —— —_ — —_ _—
ctive drainage of
 Sanita Conveniences (S.7)

~ {(a) Insufficient ... 4 — v 4 e
] Unsuitable or dl.‘-fﬂ.‘-

P8 tive ... - 473 353 - 78 -eem

_ Eﬂ} Not separate inr sexes 1 2 — 1 —
Jther offences against the
~Act (not including offen-

m relating to Outwork) —_ — - —- ——

TotaL ... 479 356 Nil 84 Nil

The above figures show a decrease of 609 in the total number of premi-
es registered, when compared with the figure of 5,311 for the previous
ear. A concentrated effort was made throughout the year to bring

ections up to date, which resulted in an increase of no less than 1,040

e the figure of 2,611 for 1965.

Aa in the past, factory managements continued to co-operate with the
lepartment in complying with the requirements of the informal notices
rred to above. It was not necessary, therefore, to resort to statutory
cedure with regard to such notices.

ImPectoIs, when making the above visits, continued the practice of
nding to factory canteens, outworkers, etc., whilst on the premises,
in th.ls way the most economical use of available manpower is exer-



Outworkers

Certain classes of light work in connection with various trades carrie
on in the City are given out to persons who do it in their homes or smal
workshops. Section 133 of the Factories Act, 1961, requires the emplc
of these people to supply the local authority with lists of their names and
addresses during the months of February and August in each year.

The August return for 1966, which was submitted to the Mlmstrj!
Labour, gave the following particulars:-

LIST OF OUTWORKERS 1966 .
Nature of Work Number of Outworkers

in Augusi

Wearing apparel BS: . M
Household linen 11 ‘
Furniture and upholstery ... 4
Electro-plate ... 42
Erass and brass articles it 162
Paper bm:makmg 21
Brush making . s 4
Buttons, hair pmﬁ ete, 184

511

The above figures show a slight decrease of 15 in the total numb
outworkers employed, when compared with the figure of 526 for the p
vious year. The total number of visits made by public health ins;
to outworkers’ premises amounted to 229 and these inspections -
no work being done in premises considered to be injurious or dange:
health.

Town and Country Planning Act, 1962

In order to ensure that maximum use is made of the above .
making certain that good planning incorporates the legislated r
ments of public health and recommendations made in codes of pr:
close liaison is maintained between this Department and that of tk
Engineer, Surveyor and Planning Officer.

Plans and applications which in any way have a bearing on the
of the Department are forwarded to the Chief Public Health Insp
examination and comment. Such plans include food premises, fa ”'1[?
shops, houses and housing projects. After preliminary examinatio:
are passed on to specialist officers within the Department where
priate. During the year, 1,825 applications were dealt with,
represents a decrease of 38, when compared with 1,863 for 1965. Th
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ications, together with appropriate plans, were scrutinised by the
er-mentioned officers as follows:-

Number of
applications referved
Public health inspectors 1,685
Smoke inspectors 458
'Housing inspectors ... ... 113
Hbﬂ.lfml Oifficers B

~ Opinions of the various officers were collated and suitable replies
 prepared by the Chief Public Health Inspector. It was necessary to make
comment in 890 cases, or approximately 49 per cent.

NOISE ABATEMENT

- The number of complaints of excessive noise has increased during the
ear. It is apparent that the public are not prepared to tolerate noise, par-
ly should the noise occur at night.

B

K Dunng the year 263 complaints were received, being the highest
amber received during the past five years. The number of complaints for
s vears being: 1962 — 182; 1963 — 250; 1964 — 206; and 1965 —

3.
o

A great deal of time is spent on the investigation of complaints of
jise, especially where nuisance is caused by the emission of noise during
ght. Occupiers of dwellings, whilst prepared to accept a certain level
se during the day, are not prepared to accept anywhere near the same
level during the hours of darkness.

It may be inevitable in a large industrial city for complaints of noise
received from time to time, and although industrialists are generally
1etic towards householders affected by noise and prepared to do
er is reasonably practicable towards reducing the noise to an
ble level, they could no doubt, save themselves both time and
if they gave serious consideration to the possible effect that the
tion of certain machinery or the carrying out of certain processes
have on nearby residents. Much could be done to avoid complaint
se by the correct siting and installation of noisy machinery, and
, because of the position of the factory, it is necessary to install the
nery near the dwellings, then some thought should be given to the
ction of the premises in which the machinery is to be installed, and
to prevent the emission of excessive noise bv adequate sound
~of walls and ceilings where necessary.
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The reducing of noise to an acceptable level may be extremel
costly, and in some instances the only remedy would be to resite the
machinery causing the noise or, where the noise occurs from an inherently
noisy process, to remove the work to another shop within the factory
premises and away from dwellings. g

The building of tall flats has brought problems of noise, and com-
plaints have been received from tenants of the upper flats who complain
of noise from lift mechanisms, and water circulation pumps.

Complaints have also been received from occupiers of flats of noise
from factories that have worked night shifts for a number of years without
complaint. Before the flats were erected the occupiers of dwellings had
other buildings acting as sound baffles between them and the factory
premises, but when the dwellings were demolished and the flats erected,
the dwellings rose above the sound barriers, so that, although the occupiers
of the lower flats were not troubled, the upper flats were affected by noise
escaping above the barriers, '

It would appear that the manufacturers and installers of fans
for ventilation intake and extraction purposes, for dust extraction p
or cooling plants, etc., could give more consideration to the quwhm
noise emitted from such fans. Many of these revolve at high speed
emitting a high pitched whine, which is carried over a considerable dis-
tance, and in a number of cases have been difficult to trace. Others emit
noise described by complainants — “like a jet engine”. Such fans are
usually sited on the walls of buildings or outside, and any excessive
is almost bound to give rise to complaint. The number of complain
noise from fans totalled 41. Another frequent source of complaint is
noise from power presses. These machines in themselves are mainly quie
running but the operation of pressing or punching holes in metal can maks
considerable noise which is particularly disturbing during the night.
complaints were received of noise from the operation of power pre:

Other industrial noises from engineering works, including -:.-.a'j-
of metals, hammering and machinery noises, caused 43 complaints. :

The Noise Abatement Act, 1960 came into operation on the 27t
November, 1960 and provided that noise or vibration which is a nuisane
shall be a statutory nuisance in accordance with the provisions de
with statutory nuisances under the Public Health Act, 1936.

The Act does not give any indication of what noise level constitut:
a nuisance, or of any permitted noise level.

The Ministry concerned were no doubt aware of the difficulties
operating the Noise Abatement Act, 1960 as in that year a Commiti
was formed to examine the nature, sources and effects of the proble
of noise and advise what further measures could be taken to = ite
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The Committee on the Problem of Noise, in July, 1963, submitted a
lengthy report to Parliament, but in spite of numerous recommendations
- made whereby noise could be reduced to acceptable levels, no amendments
- have yet been made to the Noise Abatement Act, 1960.

In February the Health Committee considered a report on the prob-
lem of noise from various sources, the report being forwarded to the
Ministry of Housing and Local Government who were asked whether
action was being contemplated to introduce legislation in consequence of
the recommendations contained in the Report of the Committee on the
Problem of Noise. A reply from the Ministry indicated that there was little
prospect of further legislation on this subject, but a Departmental
Circular was being considered dealing with the problem of industrial
noise.

During the year complaint of noise was received from eight residents
in the vicinity of Elmdon Airport of excessive noise from aircraft using the
Airport. From interviews with all the complainants it appeared that these
residents were aware of the works completed at the Airport whereby
runways had been lengthened in order to allow larger aircraft to land or
‘take off from Elmdon. The residents appeared to be apprehensive of the
possible increase in noise that may occur from the use of the Airport by
“the new large British, French and American aircraft scheduled to operate
from Elmdon in April, 1967.

The Noise Abatement Act, 1960 does not apply to noise emitted by
‘aircraft, but efforts are being made to bring in legislation governing the
‘emission of noise from aircraft,

There is no one solution to the problem of noise reduction. Every
complaint must be carefully investigated as to the source of complaint and
owners or managements of firms causing the nuisance made aware of the
complaints,

~ In many cases they will endeavour to reduce noise level by the use of
iuund insulation, the placing of machinery on suitable mountings, and
may, where necessary, remove the offending machinery to a more suitable
ﬂte It may be necessary, because of the complexity of the problem and
estimated costs involved, to call in a Noise Specialist or Consultant to
advise on the best means of reducing noise to a level that will be accep-
table to complainants. On occasion considerable time elapses before a
solution is found but much time and money could be saved and complaints
avoided if the managements of industrial and commercial undertakings
‘were more conscious of the need for careful consideration to ensure that
any machinery to be installed or any noisy process to be carried out should
e sited so as to prevent the emission of unnecessary noise.
* During the year, 1,816 visits were made to complainants and indus-
ﬁhl or commercial premises in connection with complaints of excessive
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION CONTROL

The prevention of pollution of the atmosphere is still a matter of t . 3
utmost importance, and the efforts towards achieving “clean air"
continue.

Industry continues in its policy of installing fuel burning furnaces.
that will keep pollution to a minimum, and the use of oil, gas and elec-
tricity and the mechanical feeding of coal burning appliances are steadily
reducing the visible pollution. Since the Clean Air Act, 1956 came into
operation the use of oil in boilers and furnaces has steadily increased. The
heavier oils unfortunately have a much higher sulphur content which
means that a greater amount of oxides of sulphur is emitted from industrial
and commercial chimneys into the atmosphere, but it is pleasing to note
that ground level concentrations of these gases do not show any increase.
This is due to the policy of ensuring that the chimney efflux velocities
the chimney heights are sufficient to achieve adequate dispersal of t -
gases,

Householders too continue to be interested in “Clean Air", and
enquiries are still being received from owner-occupiers of dwe .
outside smoke control areas asking if they may change their coal b'lm:
grates for smokeless fuel burning appliances, with the aid of ﬁnan
grant, Unfortunately, the Clean Air Act, 1956 does not provide for gran it
being available in such circumstances, but there is no doubt that if a grant
towards the expenditure incurred in changing coal burning gmt&s
available to householders outside a smoke control area, it would provi
an incentive for many householders to discontinue the burning of coal and

further reduce the air pollution that is emitted at low level.

From time to time comments regarding pollution from road vehicles
are received. The diesel engine, when inefficiently operated, may emit a
considerable amount of black smoke which causes public comments abou
the air pollution. Because little visible evidence is apparent from p
driven vehicles this type of vehicle receives very much less criticism
yet an efficient diesel engine emits less pollution to the atmosphere than
efficient petrol engine. Air pollution from road vehicles in some Amer
cities is undoubtedly a serious matter and efforts are being made to @
come this problem. From lst January, 1968 legislation throughout
United States of America will provide for the regulation of the emiss
of hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide from the crank cases and exhaus
of all road vehicles.

The problem of air pollution from road vehicles is more acute
America because of the greater number of vehicles in use, but neverthele
the effect of the new Regulations will be watched with interest bgr
Governments of other countries who are aware of the growing probler
air pollution from road vehicles. -

284



Smoke Control Areas

. During the year ten more smoke control orders came into operation
b brmgmg an additional 893 dwellings and 28 other premises within areas
totalling 422-96 acres, under smoke control. Six orders confirmed during

E]le year will come into operation during 1967 and will apply to another

PIEIHISES

- Details of other areas completed and approved by the Health Com-
‘mittee will be submitted to the City Council for the Smoke Control Orders
to be made, in January, 1967. The Orders will cover an additional 30,233
premises contained within an area of 6,135-27 acres, and will include the
largest smoke control area to date covering the Kings Norton and Long-
dge areas of the City, an area of 5,312 acres containing over 23,300

On the 10th March, 1966 The Smoke Control Areas (Exempted
Fireplaces) Order, 1966 came into operation. This Order exempts from
the provisions of Section I1 of the Clean Air Act, 1956 the appliance known
‘as the Hounsell Sawdust Bumin.g Stove subject to it being installed, main-
._a_ ined and operated as to minimise the emission of smoke. No fuel shall
e used other than wood waste in clean condition.

This stove, manufactured in Birmingham, is similar to the Fulgora
Sawdust Burning Stove which was included in the Smoke Control Areas
Exempted Fireplaces) Order, 1959 and is suitable for heating small
workshops by the use of sawdust as a fuel. When used in accordance with
-_',:; manufacturer’s intructions it is substantially smokeless. The condi-
tions of exemption in the Order are intended to ensure its proper use.

On the 16th March, 1966 the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern-
‘ment issued Circular No. 18/66 in which attention is drawn to the Smoke
Control Areas (Authorised Fuels) (No. 2) Regulations, 1965 which came
into operation on the 13th December, 1965. These Regulations declared
“Multiheat”, a briquetted fuel manufactured by the National Coal Board,
to be an authorised fuel for use in smoke control areas, and also revoked
the previous regulations in which the same fuel was authorised under the
mname of “Phurnacine”. The Circular refers also to another briquetted fuel
manufactured by the National Coal Board to be an authorised fuel. This
18 " Roomheat", designed mainly for solid fuel burning room heaters, but
aid to be very suitable for the open fire where approved appliances are in
1se. “Roomheat”’ is of similar character to ‘“‘Homefire”, but it is not yvet
wailable in the Birmingham area.

The supplies of “Homefire" have been very disappointing, and in
pr ite of promises made by the National Coal Board that very considerable
__'_ pplies would be available during 1965, the supplies are still very limited.
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The Circular referred to above indicates that the limited production
is shortly to be extended by the plant at Coventry which is expected to
produce 660,000 tons a year by the end of 1966. It would appear that
once again the promises have not been fulfilled.

Fortunately the other solid smokeless fuel supplies, particularly
Coalite and Rexco, have been adequate, and no complaints of shortage o
solid smokeless fuel supplies were received. One of two complaints were
received of shortage of specific fuels such as anthracite and Homefire but
alternative fuels were freely available.

Difficulties were experienced, not only with supplies of certain solid
smokeless fuels, but both the electricity and the gas industry had their
problems during the winter.

The public have, during particularly cold weather, come to accept
cuts in electric supplies, or a reduction in power, but the cutting of gas
supplies to industry and domestic users caused considerable concern.

A breakdown and a fire at the Tipton gas making plant on the
11th January resulted in a shortage of gas and meant that a number of
firms were denied supplies of gas. E

On the 20th January a breakdown occurred at the Coleshill plant
creating a further problem. Unfortunately, the two breakdowns coincided
with a period of very cold weather, and cutting of supplies to additional
premises was necessary for a few days.

In view of the increasing numbers of gas appliances then being
installed, particularly by householders in smoke control areas, the cutting
and restriction of gas supplies undoubtedly caused a number of persons
who were considering installing gas appliances to have second thought.s on
the type of heating appliances reqmred to replace coal burning grate:
The extensive advertising campaign by the West Midlands Gas Board an d
other Boards was curtailed as there was no wish to cause further embarrass-
ment by additional demands for gas that was at a critical supply stage '

The Ministry of Housing and Local Government issued Circular N"
25/66 on the 3rd June, 1966 relating to changes in the cost of smuha eSS
fuel burning appliances, mainly to take account of new appliances a
increases in costs.

It was pointed out that electric night storage heaters that previous f:-
were considered satisfactory if approved by the Electricity Board, ‘mus
now be selected from the lists of Recommended Domestic E nf_
Appliances issued by the Electrical Development Association a.nd the
British Electrical Approvals Board for Domestic Appliances.

The Circular also provided useful guidance in the form of question and
answer in relation to smoke control areas.

On the 15th February, 1966 a local inquiry was held because of twe
objections to the City of Birmingham Smoke Control (No. 99) Order, 1966

|
|

I
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~ The Order applies to the Kings Heath, Moseley and Brandwood areas of
| the City and will affect 23,871 domestic dwellings and 1,346 other premises
~ within an area of 4,053 acres.

The Ministry, after hearing the Inspector’s report, confirmed the
Order which will come into operation on the 1st September, 1967.

It has been necessary, on a number of occasions, to take legal pro-
ceedings against householders in smoke control areas who burned coal
* in their grates with the consequent emission of smoke. From the excuses
‘made it would appear that many people are of the opinion that any
pa.ckaged" fuel is a smokeless fuel.

From experience gained in the establishment of smoke control areas
' ;v- public appear to appreciate the efforts being made to clean the air,
- and are ready to do their part. This is borne out by the numerous requests
' gmnt towards the expenditure incurred on the replacement of coal
:Z__:;u 1ing grates in dwellings that are not in smoke control areas. Unfortu-
nately, it is not possible to pay grant in these circumstances but no doubt
e would be a considerable increase in the number of smokeless dwel-
~ lings if the owner-occupiers could change coal burning grates with the aid
of grant.

The trend towards “tapped” fuels continues, and many people are
pleased to avoid the work of cleaning out open fireplaces, removing ashes
and laying new fires. In this City a great number of residents are employed
‘ A full time work and naturally, on reaching home, want warmth imme-
diately; they are not prepared to light a solid fuel fire and wait for the heat
t begene.rated For those who do prefer the use of solid fuel, room heaters
a ’!ﬂng openable doors are now being installed in greater numbers, as these
n be kept burning and the room maintained at a comfortable warmth.

~ The position in relation to the progress of smoke control areas up to
‘the 31st December, 1966 is as follows:—

Smoke Control Orders in operation .. - 124
- Smoke Control Orders confirmed but m}t yz:t in nperatmn 9
Total number of dwellings and other premises subject to the above

133 Smoke Control Orders e 91,948
Total acreage to which the above Orders H.P‘Pl}l' .. 14,187

»spheric Pollution by Smoke from Industrial Furnaces

~ The co-operation between the smoke inspectorate and architects,
heating engineers, consultants, fuel burning appliance manufacturers and
jorks engineers, results in satisfactory fuel burning equipment being
lled and maintained so as to prevent unnecessary pollution of the
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- This section of the Act does not apply to new furnaces designed
solely or mainly for use for domestic purposes where the furnaces have
a maximum heating capacity of less than 55,000 British Thermal Units
per hour.

Where new furnaces are to be installed for burning pulverised fuel,
d fuel or solid waste at the rate of one ton or more per hour, grit
ent plant must be installed, and plans and specifications of the
irrestment plant must be submitted to the local authority for approval,
“. are to install grit arresting equipment approved by the local
atho t:,r constitutes an offence.

~ The examination of plans submitted under Building Regulations, and
- of planning applications under the Town and Country Planning Acts,
enables information to be obtained of proposals to install new furnaces.

During the year 205 notifications of intention to install new furnaces
- were received, and the following table indicates the types of fuels which
would be used:-

Coal Solid Smokeless Waste
mech fired Sfuels Ol Gas Electricity malerials
3 (] 105 81 = 10

. The table indicates that the preference for oil heating continues, but
E that the use of gas fired furnaces is increasing

Ignoring the furnaces burning waste materials, solid fuel burning
nstallations constitute 4-6 per cent., oil 53-8 percent. and gas 41-6 per
ent. of the total number of new fuel burning installations,

. It is possible that as more North Sea gas is brought into the country
his fuel could increase the use of gas in industrial furnaces.

:-,:ma. of Chimneys

Sectmn 10 of the Clean Air Act, 1956 relates to plans, deposited
1 accordance with building byelaws, which show that it is proposed to
a chimney for carrying smoke, grit, dust and gases from a building.
plies to premises used other than as residences, shops or offices, and
efore relates mainly to industrial premises.

- The responsibility of ensuring that this will be done without prejudice
“health or being a nuisance is carried out through the liaison between
ealth Department and the City Engineer, Surveyor and Planning
's Department, whereby any appropriate plans are circulated for
ymments in regard to the height of the proposed chimneys.
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In accordance with the requirements of the Act consideration is given
to:-

(a) the purpose of the chimney

(b) the position and type of adjacent buildings

(c) the levels of the neighbouring ground

and any other matters requiring consideration in relation to
chimney emissions.

In 1963 the Ministry of Housing and Local Government issued
Circular No. 25/63 with regard to chimney heights and the “Memorandum
on Chimney Heights” published at the same time. The Memorandum was
to be a guide on the method of assessing chimney heights and to assist

local authorities in the exercise of their functions under Section 10 of the
Act.

The height of chimney considered adequate is based upon the emis-
sions of sulphur dioxide from the chimney, and the Memorandum provides
a simple method of arriving at the weight of sulphur dioxide emitted when
burning a given amount of solid or liquid fuel.

During the year 58 plans indicating chimneys were submitted by the
City Engineer, Surveyor and Planning Officer for comment with regard to
the proposed height. Of this total 24 were considered unsatisfactory.

Atmospheric Pollution from Railway Smoke

The number of steam engines seen in Birmingham stations and motive
power depots is steadily decreasing, and the plume of steam and smoke
noted on occasions above the stations has disappeared. During the year
electric traction appeared and this service is steadily improving. Diesel
powered locomotives and rail coaches have caused comment from time to
time because of fumes emitted, but the increasing use of electric traction
will be another step towards a cleaner atmosphere.

Fumes and Effiuvia

During the year 115 complaints of fumes and effluvia were received.
The complaints were caused by the emission of fumes from paint spraying
plants, oil burning, burning of scrap materials, galvanising, ete.

In all cases the owners or managements concerned were notified, and
satisfactory measures were taken to remedy the cause of complaint.

A total of 535 visits relating to fumes and effluvia have been made,
comprising visits to complainants, observations, visits to owners and
managements of the premises concerned, and follow-up visits.

e L

Dust Emissions j

The number of complaints received and investigated regarding the
excessive emission of dust totalled 38, this being ten complaints less then
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» previous year. They related mainly to dust from demolition and
m polishing, and necessitated 241 visits of observation and to com-
plainants.

The demolition of buildings still gives rise to complaints of dust
nuisance, and demolition contractors appear to ignore the nuisance created
mtil they are informed of complaints received. A little consideration and
cht by demolition contractors towards providing some means to
tain the inevitable dust that arises from such operations would
oubtedly be appreciated by many persons working or living within
close proximity to the demolition site.

The owners and managements of works concerned were readily co-
operative in taking measures required to remedy the causes for complaint

and in no case was it found necessary to resort to statutory action.

~ Pollution Recording Apparatus

- Eight pollution recording stations are sited within the City; each
~ station consists of a Standard Deposit Gauge for the collection of solid
ution, and a Lead Peroxide Instrument for the determination of the
activity of sulphur oxides in the atmosphere. The accompanying tables
and graph are compiled from the readings obtained.

; Four of the stations shown an increase of solid matter compared with
~ the 1965 figures, and again the Great Charles Street gauge has been affec-
~ ted by dust from the building operations which have taken place close to
the site of the gauge. The remaining four stations show a decrease in
|. d matter depﬂsltei The total decrease of solid pollution being greater
1 the total increase, giving a reduction of 16-10 tons per square mile
_ _theyearly total for all gauges.

Three of the lead peroxide gauges show an increase in sulphur
lioxide activity, four show a decrease, whilst one instrument gives the
ame figure as last year. Again the total decrease outweighs the increase
s can be seen on the graph indicating the atmospheric pollution.
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