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PuBLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
TrararLcar Housg,
PARADISE STREET,
BIRMINGHAM 1
September, 1962,
To the Chairman and Members,

Health Commitiee.

A striking feature of Birmingham is the considerable movement of
its population. The City's industries have continued to act as an
employment magnet drawing newcomers from near and far, an influx
which has been largely counterbalanced by many Birmingham families
taking up residence in the very rapidly developing dormitory areas
beyond the boundary. The result was an estimated net gain of over
17,000 persons in 1961, the largest increase in a single year since 1948,
In order that the resources available for the social services shall be
correctly allocated to meet the needs, it is important to know of the
sizes of the various groups of which the population is composed.
Although, for instance, the population as a whole has increased, note
must be taken of what happens to the numbers of children born to
Birmingham mothers. In 1950 there were 18,833 live births. By 1955,
some seven hundred Birmingham children born in 1950 had died, yet
there were only 17,735 children aged five years living here. In suc-
ceeding years this group had become six, seven, eight, etc., years old and
their numbers progressively fell to 17,596, 17,250, 17,150, 16,893, 16,811,
and in 1961, when eleven years old, had fallen to 16,589. Clearly the
trend is towards the families with young children leaving Birmingham
and being replaced by adults, mostly of working age.

A further considerable increase in births brought the year's total
to 21,594, the largest number since 1947 (23,935). This placed a
tremendous burden upon the already depleted staff of domiciliary
midwives and thanks are due to them for all they accomplished. Not
a year has passed since 1951 without the percentage of illegitimate
births increasing and now the rate is almost double what it was only
ten years ago, being in 1961 at least 8-9 per cent as compared with the
national rate of 5-9 per cent. This situation has strained to the utmost
our facilities for caring for unmarried mothers and their babies.

The social disturbance which has produced the big rise in illegitimacy
has produced also the far less serious increase in venereal disease, the
upward trend in which started in 1955 and, for 1961, produced 27-5 per
cent. more patients than did the year before.

Since 1948 there has been a distinct tendency for the general death
rate to rise, a state of affairs which had been predicted because of the
steadily increasing proportion of old people in the population. The
very young, and especially the old, make relatively heavy demands upon
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living conditions are comparable with slums of the worst type. It is
amazing how, under such circumstances, some families, particularly
West Indians, furnish their accommodation so nicely and keep it so
clean and bright. The inability of numerous immigrants to understand
English has presented some rather difficult problems. Certain leaflets
have therefore been printed in native languages and a few members of
the staff are studying Urdu.

The year’s total of calls upon the Ambulance Service was again a
record and, while every device has been introduced into the service so
that it may respond to these demands with the utmost efficiency and
economy, the time has come when hospitals (which initiate the wvast
majority of calls) should study the possibility of co-ordinating their
demands upon the Service so as to improve its economical working still
further. The arrangement laid down by Statute under which hospitals
make the demands and the local health authority provides and pays for
a service that responds, savours very much of the local authority
providing blank cheques for others to use at will. As each person's
ride in an ambulance costs about one pound, this is a serious matter and
the public must be expected to co-operate in minimising demands upon
this expensive service.

Readers of this report will notice the numerous courses for initial
professional training which are available through the Health Department
and the shorter refresher courses, conferences, etc. which qualified staff
hawve attended. At the present time it is necessary to provide specially
good training facilities for personnel of the Mental Health Section as,
until recently, facilities throughout the country have been almost non-
existent.

The Department also welcomes many visitors, some of them having
already wide experience derived from many parts of the world. These
numerous opportunities for gaining knowledge and exchanging ideas
result in Birmingham having a stimulating atmosphere in which to work
and this is a most valuable means of attracting staff and trainees of the
best type. It enables Birmingham to compete for staff with areas
having a better environment and climate and where the tenancy of a
council house is a very attractive bonus.

There are many instances quoted in this report of co-operation
with other Corporation Departments, other statutory services and with
voluntary organisations. It might be imagined that, Birmingham
being so large, such associations as these must be very much on a formal
basis. Nothing could be further from the truth. Very many personal
friendships among people employed in different branches of the Health
Service and in voluntary organisations and teaching establishments not
only help to make work a pleasure, but react conspicuously to the
public good.
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BIRMINGHAM

The census population for the City of Birmingham recorded in 1951
was 1,112,685, The estimated population in 1961 was 1,110,290. The
area of the City remained unaltered at 51,147 acres, i.e. 80 square miles.
The highest point of the City (roadway) is at Quinton on the western
boundary, 736 feet, and the lowest point is on the eastern boundary at
Chester Road, 267 feet. In the centre of the City the Cathedral gardens
are 459 feet above sea level. The sub-soil east of a line from New Oscott
to Lickey Hills is chiefly marl and sand; west of this line is a belt of sand-
stones; further west still is gravel and sand. This is a relatively modern
city and enjoys world-wide reputation as a centre of industry and of
progressive local government, regarded as the capital of the Midlands and
the second city of Britain. Situated in the heart of the Midlands it is
served by the main services of the air, road, rail and canal systems, and is
108 miles from London. The continuous succession of towns on the north
and west comprise the “Black Country” of Staffordshire with its coal-
mining, iron mining and metal working industries. Rural stretches of
Worcestershire and Warwickshire lie to the south and east.

The City is renowned for its diversity of trades, which number some
1,500, and in consequence derives its title “Workshop of the World.”

CLIMATOLOGY

The weather experienced in the City during the past year has been
uneventful, being on an average rather warm and sunny at times, although
the temperature in December was low, with Christmas being the coldest
recorded since 1892. Once again Mr. A. L. Kelly, Director of the
Meteorological Observatory (at Edgbaston) of the Birmingham & Midland
Institute has provided the following records and comments,

Rainfall

Rainfall in January and February was near normal but March was
exceptionally dry with a state of ‘Partial Drought’ throughout but April
was the wettest on record. May's total was well below average and June's
was a little below. Another period of ‘Partial Drought’ occurred during this
time. Rainfall in July was above normal but most of the rain fell during a
wet spell between the 10th and the 16th.

August was near average but dry in the last week. Autumn rainfall
was near normal. An excess in September was balanced by a deficit in
November. After a wet day on the 1st the December falls were light
and there was little or no rain from the 14th until the snowfall on the 29th,
which means that there was a period of ‘Absolute Drought,” an unusual
thing for the time of the year.

The total for the year was 28-6 inches which is 0-1 inch below normal.
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Maternal Mortality (including one death after abortion).

NumBer of deaths, 5.
RATE per 1,000 total live and still births, 0-23.

Maternal deaths (excluding abortions)

1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961
12 11 11 1 5 9 9 6 6 10 4

Death Rate from all causes was 11-42 per 1,000 population, there being
12,683 deaths. The death rate was a little higher in 1961 than in the
previous year. A marked increase in the number of respiratory and
influenza deaths occurred in the first quarter of the year and this probably
influenced the rise in the rate. In making comparison with the previous
year, thirty-one persons succumbed to influenza while in 1961, one-
hundred and eighty-one deaths from this malady were recorded, also
bronchitis and pneumonia accounted for 1,380 and 1,633 deaths res-
pectively in 1960 and 1961.

The diseases which mainly affect the elderly, senility, arterio-sclerosis,
heart and circulatory disease, cerebral haemorrhage, pneumonia, bron-
chitis and cancer showed a higher percentage, namely 87-01 as compared
with 85-64 for 1961, of all deaths. The tendency for the rate to rise or
remain high must be expected because of the increasing proportion of
elderly people in the population to whom high death rates apply. The
table below shows the figures for these deaths over a period of years.

Arlerio-
Preumonia | sclerosis and Fiolenca
Heart Cerebral | Bronchitis | Circulatory and
disease Cancer haemorrhage | InfTuenca | disease Senilivy Suicide
|
1950 3,509 2,108 1,429 1,409 455 246 460
1951 3,876 2,021 1,529 1,905 287 248 499
1952 3,403 2,130 1,504 1,196 412 270 468
1953 3,379 2,237 1,567 1,525 395 380 451
1954 3.384 2,295 1,710 1,234 427 441 452
1955 3,830 2,295 1,755 1,442 418 658 527
1956 3,322 2,315 1,628 1,402 463 592 544
1957 3,452 2,428 1,565 1,509 677 a77 554
1858 3,584 2,309 1,763 1,422 465 145 545
1859 3,717 2372 1,687 1,979 S08 119 543
1980 3,708 2 260 1,694 1,411 488 155 611
1961 3,913 2,303 1,678 1,914 S00 147 581
%e of all
deaths 30-85 18-16 13-23 15:09 394 1-16 4-58
in 1961
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1961: Total number of deaths ... 257 (154 males and 103 females)
Rate per 1,000 population ... 0:23
Total rate per 1,000 population
of all deaths due to cancer ... 2:07

It seems reasonable to assume that the situation is in fact much
better than indicated by the figures and graphs, as the number of people
in the age brackets particularly at risk has increased over the last ten years.

Accidents

There were four-hundred and fifty-eight fatalities from accidents,
two-hundred and fifty-two being males and two-hundred and six females.
Accidents therefore produced 3-6 per cent. of all deaths. Accidents to
persons of 65 years and over caused two-hundred and thirty-five deaths,
being 51 per cent. of all deaths from accidents. The following figures
- show the high proportion of the elderly among those who died from falls
or by being struck by motor vehicles whilst walking, or by coal-gas.

| (a) () (0)
T otal No. in (b) as
Deaths column (a) % of (a)
over B8 years
Type of Accident
Falls on same level 113 a8 B6-7
Falls downstairs 18 | 15 83-3
Pedestrians killed by motor vehicles o1 | 54 59-3
Other road accidents ... 92 11 120
Coal gas poisoning ... 46 32 69-6
Other accidents L 11 50-0
Burns & electricity b 76 14 18-4

Column (b) shows falls on the same level to be the greatest cause of
 fatal accidents among old people, causing 41-7 per cent. of them. Next
in importance for old people is being knocked down by motor vehicles,
which caused 23-0 per cent of the accidental deaths among them.

Very many accidents occur in the home, some of them due to poor
house design, and facilities. 150 fatalities were from accidents at home
‘and accounted for 32-6 per cent of all deaths from accidents. One-hundred
and nineteen (i.e. 79 per cent.) of the one-hundred and fifty concerned
children under 5 years and adults over 65 years.

Accidents occurring on the road and in the course of employment
accounted for ninety-five males and twenty-four females between the

ages of 5 and 45 years.
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CENTRAL

MiporLE Rinc

Ouvurer Ring

BIRTH, DEATH AND INFANT MORTALITY RATES IN WARDS, 1961

BIRTHS TOTAL DEATHS | INFANT DEATH
WARDS Estimated Rﬂl‘n&ﬂ FRafs %
Fopulation | Number 1 Numbar 1 Numbar 1
papulation population population
St. Paul's ... S e 18,400 486 26-4 221 12-0 14 20
Duddeston e | 22,800 541 237 235 10-3 16 30
Deritend .. 17,800 380 21-3 239 13-4 17 45
Market Hall 17,000 547 32.2 165 9.7 11 20
Ladywood 18,400 430 234 203 11:0 17 40
Totals and average ratse
of Central Wards 94,400 2 384 25-25 1,063 11-28 75 31
—_—
Lozells 30,000 831 27-7 353 11:8 15 18
Aston i 26,600 611 230 310 11-7 14 23
Gravelly Hlll 27,600 632 229 363 13-2 15 24
Washwood Heath 36,300 579 16-0 357 9.8 11 19
Saltley .. 29,400 632 | 21-5 351 119 18 28
Small Heath 29,200 742 | 254 335 11-5 21 28
Sparkbrook 24,800 Bl4 32-8 239 10-4 20 25
Balsall Heath 25,100 756 30-1 273 10-9 18 24
Edgbaston 24,600 469 19-1 336 13-7 15 32
Hotton Park 22,900 590 25-8 584 25-5 21 36
All Saints 24,100 466 19-3 384 15-9 7 15
Soho ... 24,900 887 356 317 12-7 21 24
Totals and average rates
of Middle Ring Wards | 325,500 8,008 2451 4,222 12-97 196 24
e
Stechford ... ... 51,700 713 13-8 418 81 B 11
Sheldon 45,000 696 15-1 281 6-1 17 24
Yardley 25,000 ass 146 312 12-5 6 16
Acocks Green 21,000 352 16-8 233 1141 10 28
Fox Hollies 21,200 290 13-7 277 131 6 21
%}:mrkhil.l 25,500 622 24-4 325 12-7 16 26
all Green 25,000 302 12-1 276 11-0 5 17
Springfield 26,800 3s87 14-4 301 11-2 7 18
Brandwood : 38,800 325 14-3 372 10-1 12 23
Moseley and ngu Himth 30,300 755 24-9 411 13- 12 16
Selly Oak ... ... 30,100 467 15-5 516 17-1 11 24
King's Norton .. 32,100 464 14-5 315 9-8 10 22
Hnrthﬁeld 50,700 784 15-5 492 a-7 14 18
Weoley .. . 42,200 504 14-1 307 7:3 8 13
Harborne ... 35,500 437 12-3 411 116 ] 21
Sandwell ...  _. 26,700 875 21-5 290 109 21 37
Handsworth 26,300 876 33-3 345 13-1 26 30
Perry Barr 37.300 541 14-5 296 79 11 20
Kingstanding ... 37,100 569 | 15-3 315 85 11 19
Stockland Green ... 30,200 419 13-9 492 16-3 11 26
Erdington : 32,900 467 | 142 382 | 116 10 21
Totals and average rates
of Outer Ring Wards ... |690,400 | 11,201 16.22 7,367 10-67 241 22
Ward of domicile not
known ... et o — 31 — 3 —
Totals and average rates
for whole City |1,1 10,290 21,594 | 1945 | 12,683 | 1142 515 | 24
—
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It was with some surprise therefore that on 3.2.61 a message was
received from the Consultant in Infectious Diseases at Little Bromwich
General Hospital, that a child of six years (non-immunised) had been
admitted and had every appearance of being a case of faucial and
laryngeal diphtheria. The child had been taken ill on 30.1.61 with a
cough which was prevalent in the neighbourhood at the time and was
sufficiently severe to cause the child to be absent from school. The
cough became worse and breathlessness occurred on 1.2.61 and by
3.2.61 the child's condition had deteriorated and the doctor was called in
for the first time. After her admission to hospital her condition deteriorated
and she required a tracheotomy for the relief of obstruction. The child's
family comprised parents and five children aged eleven years, eight years,
six years (affected child), two years and one year, living in a three roomed
back to back house in a congested slum courtyard in Hockley where there
was a total of nineteen houses and approximately ninety inhabitants,
over fifty of whom were children. The affected family was of the near
problem type having been re-housed through homelessness a few months
previously. The two older children had received primary injections
against diphtheria completed in 1953 but no reinforcing injections.
None of the other children had been immunised although the parents were
not averse to immunisation. On 6.2.61 other houses in the courtyard,
houses in the immediate vicinity and homes of friends of the affected
family were visited with a view to swabbing the throats of all inhabitants,
the task being mainly completed on the first day but entirely finished
within three days during which time about one hundred and twenty
swabs were taken. Only two of these swabs were morphologically positive
and were from a man of twenty-two and a girl of sixteen living in houses
in the courtyard. Both these were perfectly well and appeared to have
normal throats. Nevertheless, they were isolated in hospital on 9.2.61.
In neither case could records of immunisation be traced.

On 8.2.61 two persons in the same household but from another address
about two hundred yards from that of the first case, a youth of twenty
years and a boy of six years, were admitted to hospital. The child of
six years (unimmunised) had a gross diphtheritic adenitis of the neck
but the youth had merely a sore throat of non-diphtheritic type which
had been affecting several members of this household. The boy had become
ill on 2.2.61 the doctor being called in on 6.2.61.

The little boy died on 11.2.61.

This family consisted of a mother and seven children whose ages
ranged between twenty-four years and six years. The mother thought
that the two older children might have been immunised, that the next
two had been immunised and the two youngest had not been immunised.
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There were no records of immunisation in respect of either patient who
was admitted to hospital. Throat swabs taken on 9.2.61 of those members
of the family not in hospital were all reported upon as negative.

As both cases attended the same school and had been in close proxi-
mity to each other, being in the same class, the following investigations
were carried out. The teaching staff of the entire school, the welfare
officer and the canteen-assistants, together with forty-three pupils of the
class concerned, had their throats swabbed on 9.2.61, including absentees.
Arrangements were made for visits to the home of every child absent
from that class in order to warn parents that a case of diphtheria had
occurred. This was thought necessary as a considerable outbreak of sore
throats was prevalent in the district at the time. Every medical prac-
titioner in the area was warned by telephone that diphtheria had oceurred.

There were six children in this class whose swabs were morphologically
positive although the children remained quite well. They were admitted
to hospital and their families had their throats swabbed, also families
who had been in close contact with them. The result revealed three persons
carrying virulent diphtheritic organisms in their throats and one with a
non-virulent variety. No further cases occurred.

Immunisation—see page 57.

Dysentry

During the year there were four hundred and eighty-three notifications
of dysentry, of which twe hundred and sixty-nine (55-6%,) were in respect
of children under ten years. Last year's total notifications was five
hundred and thirty-eight.

The infection is spread by direct and indirect personal contact and
when a case is suspected every effort is made to stress the need to wash
hands immediately after using the toilet; this is of the utmost importance.

The total number of notifications for the year was as follows:—

Age 0 | 1—2 | 3—d |5-9| 10-14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 256-34 | 35-4d | 45-5d | 5504 | 85-T4 | T64 | Tolal

Mals ... | 21 | 41 27 |42 | 1B 7 14

22 18 L] 7 k]
Female 24 | 77 32 |45 | 14 (1] 13 34 22 11 7

1 3

ToraL 45 | 78 48 | B7 | a2 17 27 56 41 20 14 4 a 483

One hundred and fifty-three cases were notified in the first quarter
of the year, one hundred and ten in the 2nd, ninety-two in the 3rd and
one hundred and twenty-eight in the 4th quarter.

Some specimens were received from notified cases but were not
tested bacteriologically because the doctor notified the cases 2-3 weeks
after the illness and little purpose could have been served by carrying
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out laboratory tests at that stage. Of the specimens that were tested
the following is a summary of organisms found.

Ist Quarter 2nd Quarter drd Quarier dth Quarter

No. of Cases of
Shigella sonnei 30 18 a9 37
No. of Cases of
Shigella flexner 5 3 1 1

During the year there were seven institutional outbreaks of dysentry
affecting a large hospital for the aged and chronic sick, two hostels, one
mother and child home, a home for old people, a day nursery, a training
centre. These outbreaks in institutions illustrate the difficulty of
controlling spread of this infection. Another outbreak occurred in an
infants school.

One case of Shigella Boydii Type II infection was discovered in an
airman who had just returned from the Middle East.

Encephalitis

(a) Of the thirteen cases who were diagnosed as suffering from
Infective Encephalitis, presumably of virus origin, eight died at the

following ages:—

Males 12 months, 2 years, *32 years.

Females 5 months, 13 months, *14 months, 5 years, 44 years.
Those recovering were:—

Males 15 years, *21 years, *33 years.

Females *14 years, *21 years.

(b) Post Infectious Encephalitis is usually a secondary attack
upon the brain by the same organism which has already caused an illness
such as measles and, during 1961, this occurred in nine cases; there were
three deaths.

Males In one boy aged 4} years the condition followed mumps
: and in three boys aged 5 years, the condition followed
measles,
*Three males aged 55 years, 58 years (died) and 59
years.
Females 2} years, following measles, (Died). 72 years, following
influenza, (Died).

About the third week in November, 1961, a Consultant Physician at
Dudley Road Hospital notified eleven suspected cases of encephalopathy
which had occurred in the northern half of the City. All of them with
the exception of a nurse had been admitted to Dudley Road Hospital.
Later the same week another case, that of a fourteen year old school girl,
was admitted to the same hospital with a similar diagnosis.
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overnight and roasted at about 5.0 p.m. the next day, cooling thereatter
on a trolley in the “cooling room" until 8.30 p.m. The joints were then
put back into the refrigerator and the following morning were carved and
the sliced pork reheated on trays for the adult patients whilst the
children's meat was minced and then reheated. It is pobsible that the
joints allocated to this particular ward were initially infected with
Salmonella london and that the part cooking, part cooling, mincing and
reheating, all played their part in the multiplication of the bacteria
present. Of the nineteen children at risk in this ward eighteen were
affected—the one child who was not affected did not have the meal in
question. Salmonella london was isolated from the faecesof three patients.

Of two hundred and seventy persons at risk, thirty-seven people
became ill fourteen hours after eating a canteen meal consisting of steak
and kidney pudding on the 20th April. It was found that the kidney
was delivered by the butcher at 8.0 a.m. on the 19th April and kept in
the refrigerator until 8.0 a.m. on the 20th April. The steak was delivered
by the same butcher at 8.0 a.m. on the 20th April. The steak and kidney
was then made into two puddings with spare paste lids, then served on
to plates which were put on a hot plate from 11.15 a.m. Cl. welchii was
isolated from the faeces of three patients and whilst not in itself
proving that organism as the cause of illness, the clinical features were
typical.

Staphylococcal toxin was possibly the cause of an illness of sixteen
persons four to eighteen hours after partaking of a canteen meal of beef
stew on the 23rd November. The canteen staffi were shown to have
staphylococcus pyogenes in nose and throat.

Staphylococcus pyogenes were isolated from the nose of a housewife
and was the cause of a family outbreak which occurred on the 10th
November. Mince pies were made by the housewife at 11.0 a.m. and
kept hot until 2.0 p.m. when they were consumed. All the four members
of the family had diarrhoea and vomiting five hours after eating the mince
pies. Staphylococcal saprophyticus was isolated from the remains of the
mince meat and from the mince pies, and was most probably introduced
during the preparation, it also being isolated from the hand of the
housewife.

Single Cases

Of the thirty-four cases notified as food poisoning Salmonella
typhimurium accounted for nine cases, and Salmonella heidelberg twelve.
The addresses of the patients were widely separated and no connection
could be detected with any other case.

Influenza

The increase in deaths which occurred early in 1961 was attributed
to the sudden and widespread outbreak of respiratory infection which
developed in December, 1960, and which persisted during the early part
of 1961.
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General practitioners in various parts of the City continued to act as
“spotters” when suspected cases of influenza arose in their practices and,
during the month of January, 1961 twelve paired specimensof blood were
obtained from six patients at an interval of ten to fourteen days and were
subjected to the complement fixation tests. Throat swabs from eleven
patients were also examined and the following table shows the results.

No. of Patients Serological investigation Throat Swabs
1 Indicated an active infection "“A" type of virus
with Influenza "A'" wvirus Asian strain.
2 " " s Negative.
2 Indicated a past infection
with influenza "A" wirus WNegative.
1 Negative results. “A" type of virus
Asian strain.
1 No conclusions could be
drawn from the results Negative.
3 No blood taken “A'" type of virus
Asian strain.
1 No blood taken Negative.

Three cases, two in June and one in July, 1961, were reported by the
general practitioner “spotters’” for virological investigation. The
serological investigation of the two cases in June indicated an active
infection with influenza “B" virus and this virus was also isolated from
throat swabs.

A past infection with influenza “A’ virus was however indicated
in the serological investigation of the case which occurred in July. Negative
results were obtained from the throat swabs.

In November and December there was an acute influenza like illness
in many areas of the City. Throat swabs were taken from nine patients
together with paired blood specimens—the results were as follows:—

No. of Palienis Serological investigation Throat Swabs
3 Indicated an active infection Influenza “B" virus
with influenza “B" virus. isolated.
1 Indicated an active infection
with influenza *B" wirus. Negative.
1 Indicated a past infection
with influenza "A" wirus. Negative.
1 Serum  anticomplementary
and unsuitable for test Negative.
2 Negative results Negative.
1 No blood taken Negative.
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Sex Age Date of Death Remarks

Female 2 years 13.4.61 Well cared for only child. Father
had died before her birth. Attended
nursery. She had encephalitis as
complication of measles.

Male 12 months 25.4.61 Death from bronchopneumonia five
days after measles began in a normal
well cared for child of 1 year.

Female 2 years 1.5.61 Dirty neglected home—husband
separated from family. Eight other
children. Delay by mother in calling
doctor.

Male 18 months 1.5.61 Small baby at birth and was slow

' to put on weight. Death very un-
expected.

Meningococcal Infection
Of the two hundred and thirteen notifications twenty-two were
confirmed and three patients died. The ages and sexes of the confirmed

cases were as follows:—

MALES
0—1 year 4 cases 1 death
1—2 years 5 cases
FEMALES
?:; year 1 case 1 death
3—4 years 2 cases 1 death
20—24 years ... 1 case

Association between cases was sought but was only found in two
cases, i.e. in a children's residential nursery. Two little girls aged two
years and three years were taken ill on the 23rd December, 1961. Their
condition deteriorated considerably and the child aged three years died
on the 25th December, 1961.

Both children slept next to each other and one had obviously in-
fected the other but the original source was not discovered; no further
cases occurred.

Paratyphoid

There were six confirmed cases of paratyphoid fever during 1961—
three males and three females. There were no deaths.

The first patient a girl of ten years was taken ill on 17.3.61 and
admitted to hospital on 25.3.61 suffering from a pyrexia of unknown
origin. The precise source of this girl's infection was never established
but during the course of investigating the family Salmonella paratyphi B.
was isolated from the faeces of her brother who had had no symptoms at
all. On 19.4.61 after a course of treatment a negative faecal specimen
was obtained from the boy. The organisms of both the sister and brother

belonged to phage type ‘“Taunton”.
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Salmonella paratyphoid ‘“B" phage type ‘“Taunton” was isolated
from specimens of faeces and blood from a man aged twenty-eight years
following an operation and while still in hospital. The source of his in-
fection was unknown and no one else in his family was affected. He was
discharged from hospital on 18.5.61 after having had three negative
faecal specimens.

A woman college student aged eighteen years was taken ill on 5.6.61
with diarrhoea but continued her studies until 7.6.61 when severe con-
stitutional symptoms and pyrexia occurred. On 11.6.61 she was admitted
to hospital and paratyphoid fever diagnosed, the organism being Para-
typhoid “B" phage type “Taunton”. Extensive enquiries were made but
the source of the infection remained unknown. No one else in the College
was afiected and there was no connection with the previous cases.

The fourth patient was a woman aged forty-six who became ill
with headache and diarrhoea two days after having been on holiday in
France and Spain from the 3rd June until 17th June. No organism was
isolated from either the blood, stool or urine. The diagnosis was established
on the Widal test and it was assumed that her infection had been acquired
abroad.

The last two cases occurred in Pakistanis, the first of whom had
only recently arrived in England, and after extensive investigation it
was assumed that he had acquired the infection outside this country, as
the time between the onset of his illness and his arrival here was inside
the usually accepted incubation period.

In the second case the immigrant had arrived by air from Karachi
in August and travelled directly to Bradford visiting friends in Birmingham
on the Ist October, 1961, where he complained of “feverishness” over the
past three to four weeks; he was admitted to hospital on the 3rd October
for investigation. Paratyphoid “A’" was isolated later. It was considered

likely that this infection too had been acquired abroad.

Pneumonia

Under the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations, 1953,
pneumonia is notifiable only when the disease is primary or when it
occurs as the result of an attack of influenza. There were three hundred
and eleven notifications of primary pneumonia and one hundred and
twenty-six of the type following influenza. The age incidence wasi—

|
Age 0 1—313 4| 5—010—14 15—19 20—24|25—34|35—44 IH-I!H!GE—?'II'P5+ Todal

PREumonia B |11 )10 17 9 7 9 17 36 48 55 52 | & |31
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The monthly incidence is given below:—

Month Jan. | Feb, | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sepl. | Oct. | Now. | Dee.
af
Primary
prewmonia 94 45 25 22 2 15 15 g 8 1Z ] 21
Influenzal 65 21 11 2 —_ 5 1 2 —_— a 4 12

The week ending 7th January, 1961 recorded the highest number of
notifications—fifty-eight, and for weeks ending 5th August, 1961 and
30th September no notifications were received.

The case rate per 1,000 population was (0-393.

The age and sex distribution of all notified pneumonia cases was
as follows: —

|
Age | 00— 1—2 | 3—4 | 5—8 [10—14 l..'tnwlﬂ!ﬂ—id:!ﬁ—&diﬁﬁ—l{ﬁ—ﬂ&&-—mlﬂlwﬂ 75+ | Total

M. B 10 ] 11 5 4 L] 13 2z 42 51 a8 12 | 231

F. 2 ] 7 4] B 5 5 B 23 29 35 43 5 | 206

Torar [ 10 | 16 15 19 10 8 11 22 45 FL BB B2 41 | 437

By far the commonest type of pneumonia is bronchopneumonia which
is of course not notifiable unless occurring after influenza. Deaths from
all types of pneumonia totalled seven hundred and twenty-one the age

distribution being as follows:—
DEATHS FROM PNEUMONIA (all forms) 1961
Age I 5 15 25~ 45 65 75 Total

Deaths 80 9 5 2 4 g 1 144 357 721

Sixty-nine per cent. of the deaths were in persons aged sixty-five and
- over—28 per cent. of all notifications related to this group.

Poliomyelitis !

During 1961 there were sixty-five notifications of poliomyelitis of
- which sixteen were confirmed. The total number of confirmed cases
however was eighteen, as two originally considered meningitis were
finally confirmed as poliomyelitis.

There were no deaths. The age distribution was as follows:—

Paralytic
Males 19 months, *2 years, 3} years, 18 years. (7)
38 years, 40 years, 42 years.
Females 7 months, 2 years, *4 years, 4 years,
6 years, 9 years, 17 years, 27 years, (10)

29 years, 31 years.
- Non-paralvtic
Males 3 years. (1) Total 18 (8 males, 10 females).

Two of the patients marked * had been vaccinated against polio-
myelitis. The two year old child was taken ill on 18.6.61 and had weakness
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Smallpox
IMPORTED SMALLPOX CONTROL

There were no cases of smallpox during 1961 in Birmingham.

(1) On the 4th April, 1961, a ship arrived at London with a history
that a member of the crew had been landed at Suez on the 25th March,
1961, suffering from modified smallpox. All persons on board were re-
vaccinated. Three members of the crew and thirteen passengers came to
Birmingham and these were kept under surveillance until twenty-one days
had elapsed since their last possible contact with the case of smallpox.

(2) Birmingham also became involved in a series of smallpox out-
breaks beginning in December, 1961. The first incident arose from the
arrival of a Pakistani with smallpox at London. He had come in close
contact with a merchant seaman who subsequently visited Birmingham.
The seaman was vaccinated and kept under surveillance.

On the 18th December, 1961, a Pakistani who arrived by air from
Karachi, travelling to West Bromwich on the 19th December, 1962, was
admitted to Witton Hospital with smallpox on the 28th December. This
man had visited a cinema on the 26th December when about 1,400 people
had been present many of whom may possibly have come from the
Birmingham area. The B.B.C. and A.T.V. were informed so that this
information could be given to Birmingham listeners and viewers with the
request that anyone who had visited the cinema on the day in question
should contact the Health Department. A list of addresses of those who
might have visited the cinema was received and all factories employing
Pakistani labour were informed. Leaflets were prepared in two languages
for general distribution and were also read on both the T.V. networks. As
a result of this tremendous effort thirteen contacts were established and
arrangements were made for daily surveillance for twenty-one days from
the date of contact. This was carried out by Public Health Inspectors and
Medical Stafi, the latter during the time of maximum danger.

These efforts continued into 1962 and will be reported in the next
Annual Report completely.

Vaccination see page 62.

Typhoid Fever

There were two confirmed cases each of whom recovered.

Salmonella typhi, Vi phage type KI, was isolated from a boy aged
eleven years. He arrived in England on 14.4.61 and became ill about
17.4.61 and was admitted to hospital on 25.4.61 with a pyrexia of unknown
origin. The occurrence of this illness so quickly after his arrival in England,
together with the Phage Type, suggested infection abroad.

The second case, a woman of fifty-five, was taken ill on 17.9.61. Her
condition did not improve and she was later admitted to hospital.
Salmonella typhi phage type EI was isolated from this patient. On
investigation it was found that her mother-in-law aged ninety and who
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lived in the same household had had typhoid fever in 1917. Examination

of faecal specimens showed growths of Salmonella typhi also phage type
EI. This old lady was also admitted to hospital for treatment and up to
17.11.61 negative results had been obtained. No further cases occurred
and no Salmonella typhi was isolated from the other relatives.

Venereal Diseases

Once again our thanks are due to Dr. Fowler, Consultant in Venereo-
logy, for the following information.

There were more new patients in 1961 than in the previous year, thus
continuing the upward trend which started in 1955. The increase in new
patients amounted to 27-5 per cent. and was shown by all the diseases
mentioned in the Ministry of Health return with the exception of early
syphilis and congenital syphilis.

GONORRHOEA
INCIDENCE
This was 35 per cent. higher than in 1960. Male cases increased by
36 per cent. and female cases by 31 per cent. It will be recalled that the
term “‘case’’ refers not to patients but to attacks of gonorrhoea, and that
some patients contract the infection more than once in a year. There
were 31 per cent. more male patients and 28 per cent. more female
~ patients than in the previous year.

New Cases New Patients
Male Female Total Male Female Total
1980 1,339 ass 1,697 1,151 321 1,472
1961 1,827 469 2,286 1,511 412 1,923

RE-INFECTIONS

In the males the pattern was very similar to that of 1960, in that the
West Indians were responsible for more than 50 per cent. of the re-
=
E Forty-two females had more than one attack of gonorrhoea during
the year. Thirty-seven were white and of these twenty-seven had coloured
consorts. The remaining five patients were coloured and acquired the
infection from their countrymen .

RaciaL INCIDENCE

In males an increased incidence was shown by all sections of the
- community. The smallest increase occurred in men born in the United
Kingdom (7-8 per cent) and the largest in the Asiatics (100-9 per cent).
Southern Irishmen provided 80-5 per cent. more cases in 1961 than in the
previous year while the incidence rose by 34-5 per cent. in the West
Indians. However, the latter still formed the largest racial group (45 per
cent. of the total cases).

47






In the last report it was shown that so far as the females were con-
cerned the proportion of cases in the teens and early twenties was very
much higher in 1960 than in 1939. Unfortunately the male records for
1939 have been destroyed. However, it will be seen below that the age
incidence in the males in 1940, when presumably most of the patients were
British, and in British born males in 1961 shows no drastic change.

Percentage Age Distribution
Total
Year Cases 15—19 years 20—24 years 25 years & over
1940 691 3:7% 2289, 73-3%,
1961 479* 5-49; 21-29, 73-4%;

*United Kingdom cases only.

However, there has been an increased number of teenagers with
gonorrhoea in the past few years as in 1957, of the total white cases
(British and Irish), only 1-5 per cent were teenagers.

REASONS FOR THE CONTINUING INCREASE IN INCIDENCE

(1) IMMIGRATION

It is well known that immigration continued on a large scale in 1961
and the racial incidence in the males shows quite clearly that the immi-
grants were mainly responsible for the increased prevalence of the disease.
This is also illustrated by the fact that just under 50 per cent. of the white
female patients were consorts of West Indians.

(2) INcrREASED PrOMISCUITY

It would not appear from the figures that there had been any increase
in promiscuity in British males generally although there might have been
a slight increase in British males in their teens.

It goes without saying that when large numbers of unattached men
settle in a community there will be an increase in promiscuity and that
this will involve the local females. So far as can be judged from cases in
this clinic there would appear to have been increased promiscuity in both
teenagers and adult females but with a greater increase in teenagers.

Studies carried out by the British Co-operative Clinical Group indi-
- cate that in the country as a whole girls aged between 15 and 19 have
become more promiscuous, and surprisingly that this appears to be
independent of immigration. It was found that in the twenty clinics in
'England and Wales which dealt with most of the West Indian cases the
proportion of female cases in the age group 15-19 years was lower than
in the remaining clinics.

However, in this clinic the proportion of teenagers among the white
females who had coloured consorts was higher (326 per cent.) than among
those who had white consorts, (27 per cent.).
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(3) FAILURE OF CONTROL MEASURES

Attempts at case holding and contact tracing were no more successful
than in previous years. One in five of the patients with gonorrhoea knew
the person from whom they contracted the disease but only about 25 per
cent. of the contacts were traced. Case holding was very difficult as more
than 22 per cent. of the patients gave false names and addresses, while
many of those who gave correct names and addresses, particularly immi-
grants, changed houses so frequently that it was impossible to trace them.

(4) PENICILLIN INSENSITIVE GONOCOCCI

During the past year there has been no laboratory indication of any
increasing insensitivity and the primary cure rate still remains at 95 per
cent.

Non-GonococcAL URETHRITIS

There were six-hundred cases in 1961 compared with four-hundred
and forty-seven cases in the previous year, an increase of 34 per cent.
As the etiology of most cases of non-specific urethritis is still unknown,
the reasons for the increase in incidence cannot be ascertained. It is worth
noting that the incidence of non-specific urethritis does not necessarily
parallel that of gonorrhoea and that at times the incidence of the former
declines while that of the latter increases, e.g. in Birmingham in 1958-59,

During the year Dr. Sandiford of the City Laboratory has again
co-operated in an attempt to solve the etiological problem but with the
most modern techniques has been unable to find any evidence that a
virus is involved—a popular conception.

During the year also, studies have continued into the efficacy of
therapy in non-specific urethritis of obscure origin. The results of double
blind trials have confirmed the impression reported from this clinic some
years ago, that wide spectrum antibiotics and Terramyein in particular,
which have been widely accorded as curing up to 85 per cent. of these
cases, are in fact effective in only some 20 per cent. of cases and that the
remaining cases clear spontaneously.

The therapeutic problem presented in the past by Trichomonad
Vaginalis urethritis has been solved by Metronidazole (Flagyl). The
efficacy of this drug has led to careful screening of the consorts of female
patients with trichomonad vaginitis and it is certain that in many instances
the male is an asymptomatic carrier and harbours the parasite in the
prostate.
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SYPHILIS

EARLY INFECTIONS

There were nineteen cases, two less than in the previous year. Only
three of the infections were contracted in Birmingham so that it appears
that there is still no infectious reservoir in this City.

New Cases
1960 1961
Primary 7 9
Secondary 11 9
Early Latent 3 1

EARLY SYPHILIS IN HOMOSEXUALS

It has been reported from London and more recently from Manchester
that the incidence of early syphilis is increasing markedly in homosexuals.
So far there is no indication of this happening in Birmingham. During the
year there was only one case of early syphilis acquired homosexually, and
this was in a West Indian student who contracted the infection in London.

CONGENITAL SYPHILIS

As in the previous two years there were no cases of congenital syphilis
in infants, or in children under 15, and only three cases in older patients
(four cases in 1960).

The fact that there have been no cases of congenital syphilis in
infants during the past three years indicates the value of routine Wasser-
manns in pregnancy as during 1961 treatment was given to sixty-two
pregnant women.

Of these sixty-two women with syphilis fifty-three were West Indians.
However, the incidence of syphilis among the West Indian women is
fairly low. Of nine-hundred and fifty-six pregnant West Indians only
eighteen (1-8 per cent.) had syphilis.

LATE SypHILIS

The incidence of cardio vascular and neuro syphilis remains at a very
low level. There was however, a marked increase in the number of cases of

other types of late syphilis.
Late Syphilis
1960 1961
Cardio Vascular 3 2
Neuro syphilis o 11

All other late types 53 153

105 166

The increase in benign late syphilis was confined to the immigrant
population and it would appear that the incidence of syphilis in the white
population is very low indeed.
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CHANCROID, YAWS, LYMPHOGRANULOMA VENEREUM AND
GRANULOMA INGUINALE

There were no cases of chancroid during the year. A diagnosis of late
yaws was made in four cases, one male and three female. There were four
cases of lymphogranuloma venereum and five cases of granuloma
inguinale. In 1960 there were also four cases of lymphogranuloma
venereum but only two cases of granuloma inguinale.

All the patients with these diseases were West Indians. There is still
no indication that lymphogranuloma venereum and granuloma inguinale
are becoming endemic in this country.

OTHER CONDITIONS
As mentioned before, this category includes patients with affections
of the genitalia or lower urinary tract which have to be differentiated
from the venereal diseases, patients who are worried about the possibility
of having contracted venereal disease or who require certificates of freedom
from venereal disease, e.g. unmarried expectant mothers hoping to be
admitted to one of the homes which cater for them.
As would be expected in view of the high incidence of gonorrhoea and
the publicity given to the increased promiscuity in teenagers, the number
of patients in this category continued to increase.

Other Conditions
1960 1961
Requiring treatment 428 674
Not requiring treatment 2,184 2,497
2,612 3,171

e e

PRESENT POSITION

This continues to be most unsatisfactory so far as Gonorrhoea is
concerned. Indeed, the position is probably very much worse than would
appear from the clinic figures, as I estimate from talking to general
practitioners that there were at least another 1,200 to 1,500 cases of
Gonorrhoea in immigrants treated outside the hospital.

If, as a result of the new act, immigration slows down markedly, it is
possible that the continuing rise in the incidence curve will be halted but
it is unlikely in view of the cosmopolitan population that the incidence of
gonorrhoea will return to anything like the low level of the middle 1950s.

So far, the British male population has not been greatly involved in
this up-surge of gonorrhoea, but this state of affairs is hardly likely to
continue it if is true that the young female, and to a lesser extent the
young male, are becoming more promiscuous.

So far as other venereal diseases are concerned the position is most
satisfactory. The increase in benign latent syphilis is of no importance to
the health of the country and unlikely to jeopardise the future well being
of the patients provided they complete treatment.
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Of the five hundred and seventeen cases notified five hundred and
three were children under fifteen years and this gave a case rate of 1-91
per 1,000 children under fifteen years of age. Twelve per cent. of the cases
were under one year and 57-25 per cent. of the cases were under five
vears of age.

Age and sex distribution was as follows:—

Age 0 | 1-2| 34 | 58 |I0-14| 15-12 | 20-24 | 25-34d | B35—dd | 4554 | 5504 | 85-Td | 7654 | Tolal

M. 25|58 | 52 o5 4 1 - 1 1 - —_ = 1 240
F 36 |68 | 55 | 104 11 2 — 1 - — - —_ —_ 277
Totar 62 |127| 107 | 188 13 & -— 2 1 - - — 1 517

One child died aged eight months. She was the youngest of five
children, all under six years old and all living with parents in one room
in a house let in lodgings. Siblings passed on the infection to the baby.
Other children in the house also had whooping cough. A detrimental
factor in this case was the very bad living conditions.

Immunisation see page 63.

Public Health (Aircraft) Regulations, 1952

Health control of two hundred and eighty-seven aircraft arriving
at Birmingham Airport, Elmdon, during 1961, from outside the “excepted
area’’, was carried out uneventfully.

International Certificates of Vaccination

During 1961, under the International Sanitary Regulations, 1952,
7,005 International Certificates of Vaccination against Smallpox, Cholera,
Typhoid and Paratyphoid were checked stamped and countersigned.
In recent years the numbers dealt with were as follows:—

1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1858 1959 1960 1961
1,419 2,756 3,089 3291 4,113 7,587 4,205 4,073 5207 7,005
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IMMUNISATION
(SECTIONS 26 and 28—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946)
DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION

It is rightly claimed that the control of Diphtheria has been the
outstanding triumph of active immunisation in this country. The
figures shown prove this :—

Year Cases Deaths
1924 1,887 1010
1529 1,611 86
1934 1,019 B84
1939 656 438
1944 701 19
1949 138 1
1954 3 nil
1959 nil nil
1960 nil nil
1961 2 1

These figures are very encouraging but diphtheria is by no means
vanquished. The minor outbreak resulting in one death should serve as
a salutory warning to parents, that if children are unprotected, there may
be other outbreaks in the City. There is unfortunately a tendency,
particularly among young mothers, to regard diphtheria as a rare disease.
This is false and a dangerous trend.

The number of children receiving primary immunisations in each of
the last years has been :—

1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961
Primary Immunisations

16,268 17,398 19 858 17,645 17,790 21,863
Live Births 18,478 18,906 19,281 19,352 20,777 21,594

These figures appear to represent an increase on the previous year,
but as 18 per cent. of all primary immunisations were carried out on
children in the 5-14 year age group, this fizure is not as satisfactory
as one would have wished. Primary immunisation was given to 5,269
children born during 1961. This figure is less than a quarter of the total
live births for the year.

Reinforcing injections were given to 12,869 children previously
immunised in infancy, which is an increase of 14 per cent. over the previous
year.

General practitioners gave 59 per cent of the primary injections and
35 per cent. of the reinforcing injections, as compared to 61 per cent and
33 per cent. respectively in 1960.
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POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION

During the year 71,655 persons received the primary course of
injections and 64,119 received their third injection, as compared with
63,004 and 102,619 respectively in 1960. In April a reinforcing fourth
injection was made available to those children in the 5-12 year age group.
There is a markedly greater risk to children in this age group and this
booster dose gives added protection. Later in the year fourth injections
were suspended because of limited supplies of Salk Vaccine. However,
during the six months the vaccine was available, 15,477 fourth injections
were given to children in this age group.

It was most encouraging to note that there was a marked increase in
primary immunisations in the pre-school child, 19,293 in 1961 as compared
to 14,208 in 1960. It is to be hoped that this state of affairs continues to
improve until a full coverage is achieved.

The position in regard to the 16-40 age group is not so encouraging.
The total number of 2nd and 3rd injections was 85,560 as compared with
102,071 in 1960. This decline can probably be attributed to the fact that
over the last few years those people belonging to the age group who wished
to avail themselves of the service have already done so. It is certain that
there are still quite a number of “diehards” who have not come forward,
~and it is to these people that every effort should be directed to ensure
that all will be fully protected against poliomyelitis.

During the year four hundred and forty-two visits were paid to
factories, stores and offices and 32,775 injections were given, comprising
13,630 first injections; 11,039 second injections; 8,106 third injections.
- The response was not as great as one would have wished and continued
efforts will be made to get full protection among the staff.

The number of sessions held by the Public Health Department was
- 1,378. Of these 651 were to Infant Welfare Centres, 69 to Schools, 442 to
“ Factories, 148 to Day Nurseries, 14 to the Health Centre and 54 Central
~ Clinics held at Congreve Street.

The amount of vaccine issued to general practitioners was 201,631 c.c.

VACCINATION BY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
AND GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

1961 1960 1959
Primary Courses .. 71,655 63,004 122,988
3rd injections ... 64,119 102,619 158,870
4th injections .. .. 17,518 — —
(5-12 age group)
RN L . 153,292 165,623 281,858
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NUMBER OF PERSONS RECEIVING IMMUNISATION
DURING THE YEAR

2nd 3rd 4th
injections (supplementary injections
injections)
I
Public Health Dept. 23,280 18,147 2,050
General Practitioners ... 48,375 45,972 15,468
ToTALS ... 71,655 64,119 17,518

SMALLPOX VACCINATION

Successful primary vaccinations totalling 11,545 were carried out
during the year in the City, and a further 2,073 re-vaccinations. With the
exception of four hundred and thirty-nine all of these were carried out by
the General Practitioners. The total number of primary vaccinations
carried out on children under one year was 8,910. This number represents
41 per cent. of all children of this age. The percentage for 1960 was 43
per cent.

During the year twenty-seven visits were made to the Children's
Department Homes and one hundred and sixty children were vaccinated.
Four visits were paid to the Fire and Ambulance Stations at which one
hundred and sixty-eight vaccinations were carried out. Four members of
the staff of Bacchus Road Disinfecting Station and eighty-nine public
health inspectors were also vaccinated.

Six cases of Generalised Vaccinia were recorded during the year, five
of them in infants under one year. There were no deaths.

Age at date of Under 2—4 5—14 |15 years
vaccination 1 year | 1 year | years years |and over| Totals
Mumber vaccinated 8,910 814 613 503 705 |11,545
Number re-vaccinated — 10 45 112 1,906 2,073

YELLOW FEVER

The number of persons vaccinated was 1,755. A vaccination clinic is
held every Wednesday from 2.00 to 4.00 p.m. As this is an open clinic,
appointments to attend are not made. Special arrangements are made to
deal with cases of urgency. Yellow Fever International Certificates are
issued at the time of vaccination and a charge of 7/6d. is made for this
service. (Since increased to one guinea).

62




I
m . __ 692°c J (DI10VIAHAOH]
m “ T90'F ZES'T1 Jead || SISSNINEI-VIMAHIHAI]
s1eok pl-g __ 51894 | 1apup) = :d'd’a) #ono)
P = - _._I = === | ONIJOOHM /YINTHIHAI(]
i BOB'IT | #1 |0€ |€6 |89 |2Z6 |BL | 9L | 10F | IBL | €S%'1| OLI'1| ser _Em 8E9'l S91'6| 69z's | anv (a10Xo] TvWEO]
= 1) YIMEHIHAI(]
ﬁ AVIO] JANIENOD)
L T98LL | L 6 Ll |sz sz |9z |ee (v |68 | w01 | Lpe _h.wm | 288 | pec'1| £10'6| #ez'e | "ara'a
TVi0]
9 00F |2 1T |9 |er |¥0 |s¢ |86 |w¥se |zzL | evi'l| cze _:m 6e1 | vo1 | zer |ee d
£ EL¥'TL | L 6 Ll |5 |9% |¥ |2 |9 |98 |e01 |ssz | 638 | 6% | 090'1| ses'e| ogp'e| ‘aaa
ot |wr g ie ot e lew s |er-ler e [ae (o e el P el e L'd [e19u05)
88 £ 4 1] O - G - | ddda SUOISSAS TT
asnoy
I geg 1 I Z 1 - G . s AL L Lo 1 T B T € TN [T 1 ‘Ld munoy
ddd
= SUOISSIS (LS
9eFZT |3 < 12 |92 |L& |8z |18 |08z |egc |o008 |68 |68 (98 | g — — Ld §[00Y25
oz A 1 1 1 £ 1 1 1 z g 8 = | “gada
SUOISSAS OF
d [ z £ 1 ¥ € 1 1 — g £ o = ="l 7 Ld SUORIN3NSUL
¥S1 £ Z1 |08 (¥ |8s |ig d'd'd | suomssag pg[
Sal1a81n N
<1 g £ ¥ ==—4|'8 z ‘Td Aeq
st |— |[— [— |[— = I e 1 -— <8 102 | S0E | eEb | ¥9€'C| #OL'1| ddd SUOISSIS £RO
§AIUI)) QIR
£ - |s |— |r |& r jor |8 st |sv |¥8 oLt |wer |28 |z |sy |ew |er L4 jueju]
svway | 1vior | es6r | Lr6r | s¥6r | 6¥61 | os6r IS6I | 296 | £96I | PUGL | 9961 | 9961 | L961 | 8961 | 6961 | 0961 | 1961 yrg fo ava g







I
SRL'Sl 0g1'l T8l LRl 190'2 L98'S BIF'C L11'2 (moryoalur "qay) g'd "D
z69'l 82 91% 8+ 1£2 €43 822 8LT (mompafur "y3p) 3de@ 'H'd
S¥0'9 | 18 o9ck FEF PFe Leg 785 a9F9 788 gcg ofL (wonpoalur *pig) S'd "D
FoL1 951 zol 0zl ] 8L 1L 78 9zl 821 ¥l (woryoalur "pag) -ydeq ‘H g
I0F'F | SZE 188 oFE 60F 0gF 0LE 9Tk LSS 129 LES (morgoalur -pug) s'd D
958 013 8¢ 85 79 89 9L 8L A g9l €31 (woryoalur "pug} -3deq 'H ‘g
1910 [ 9F6T LF6I SFEI 6F6I 06T I96T 2961 L9681 FOGT GogT
y141q fo 4va g
LLp'gl suonpalut iy "g91°L suonpoalur prg  C26z'g suonoalur pug  -sieak ¢1—9 dnoid ody
<
£89°'1 8091 74 (worgoalur y3p) 5.'d9D
8S¢ gle St (monyoalwr ‘y3gp) -3deg HA
9L8'01 18 £L0'T ZE6'T O1L'F 058°s (woryaalur "pag) 5°'d9
108'¢ FFT 0Z€ 685 SLL'T gLe'l (woryoefur 'pag) 3o "H'd
TFI'El £19 818 £z8'1 z19'e 006'S oL9 (woryoafur pug) 5 d'D
I51'9 05z LiF L9 0L0'1 9T6'C 918 (mwonyoslur ‘pug) 3deq "‘H'd
(pro syruows g)
oL 9961 L96I s061 6961 0961 1961 y1aq Jo ava g

“1#0'g suonoalut 3y  LL1°s] suonoalw pig g6z '61 swonoalur pug “sieak ¢ 03 syquom g dnosd aly
‘read Suunp suonoalut girnoy pue pary} Io/pue suonoalur omy paatadcal oym srenpraipuy
1861 NOLLVNIDOVA SILITHAWOITOL

i i i e i S ——— i e e R v i L






LABORATORY SERVICES

() ANALYTICAL LABORATORY

Samples examined during the year totalled 10,154 and were made
up as follows:—

Samples taken under the Food and Drugs Act, 1955 5,707
Drug samples (Research Scheme) 539
Miscellaneous samples ... e 3,908
10,154

——

Food and Drugs Act, 1955 During the year, out of a total of
5,138 samples of food, only thirty-one or 0-6 per cent. received adverse
reports. Deliberate adulteration, except for the occasional milk sample,
continued to be very rare and attention was focussed largely on the
scrutiny of labels and advertisements for misleading statements and the
checking of samples for the presence of additives—preservatives, colours,
antioxidants and pesticide residues. Adulteration of drugs is likewise
rare and the chief faults found (twelve in number or 2-1 per cent. out of
a total of five hundred and sixty-nine samples taken) were generally due
to unsuspected deterioration from overlong storage or poor packing.

MiLk As usual, among the foods milk samples predominated and,
out of a total of 2,991 samples examined, 2,648 came from farmers’
churns, three hundred and thirty-four were of bottled milk and nine were
“appeal to cow” samples taken at farms for comparative purposes. The
average composition of all the samples was solids-not-fat 8-71 per cent.
and fat 3-66 per cent., making a total solids content of 12-37 per cent.,
which represents reasonably good milk. Minimum limits of quality are
prescribed by the Sale of Milk Regulations and, below these specified
limits of 8-5 per cent. solids-not-fat and 3-0 per cent. fat, milk is presumed
to have been watered or skimmed as the case may be. However, as with all
natural products, considerable natural variation in composition occurs
and not infrequently milk “straight from the cow” falls below these
specified limits of quality. Legally, such milk cannot be other than genuine,
and the differentiation of this type of milk from that adulterated with
water is an important part of milk testing and is resolved analytically
by the freezing point test. During the year, seventeen specimens or 0-6
per cent. were found to be adulterated with water and two hundred and
ninety-two samples or 9-8 per cent. were found to be naturally deficient
in quality.

NoTes oN ADULTERATED MiILK SaMPLES Three farmers were
involved in the sale of watered milk, but only one case was serious, and
this started with the detection of at least 2} per cent. and 6 per cent,
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water in two out of seven churns sampled informally and consigned to
a city dairy. Formal sampling was carried out as usual over three con-
secutive days and, out of twenty-four churns of milk, thirteen churns were
found to contain extraneous water varying in amount from 2-9 per cent.
to 16 per cent. It was calculated that of a total of two hundred and
seventy-nine gallons of milk consigned during the three-day period,
twelve gallons consisted of extraneous water. The farm was visited by
sampling officers and, on their arrival, the farmer stated that he had
found the cause of the trouble—a leaking in-churn cooler which had
become corroded with scale. After consideration of certain mitigating
circumstances of the case, the Health Committee decided not to prosecute
but to issue a strong caution.

In the other two less serious cases of watering, repeat samples were
found to be genuine. In both instances the farmers concerned were
notified of the facts and urged to exercise more supervision of the milking
procedure.

MiLKS GENUINE BUT SUB-STANDARD For many years milk has
probably been the only food commodity not sold commercially on a strict
quality basis. This has encouraged the breeding of cows giving high yields
of milk but often associated with borderline standards of quality.

In December, 1961, after many years of investigation, the Milk
Marketing Board announced a quality payment scheme. Depending on
the quality of the milk, producers either receive the standard price for
“standard” milk, a bonus for higher quality milk, or less than the standard
price for sub-standard milk. The effects of this scheme will not be felt
for some time, but it is hoped that a side effect will be to reduce the
numbers of sub-standard, genuine samples now reported by the public
analysts. The figure of two hundred and ninety-two samples or 9-8 per
cent. naturally deficient milks out of the whole number tested in
Birmingham, in 1961, indicates the magnitude of the problem. These
samples were constituted as follows:—

Samples “* naturally "’ deficient in S.N.F.* only ...... 120

Samples ** naturally "’ deficient in fat only ... SRR
Samples ** naturally "’ deficient in both S.N.F.* and fat 20

292

*Solids-not-fat,

Farmers suppling such milk were notified by the Medical Officer of
Health and usually advised to seek the help of their local Agricultural
Advisory Officers.

OtHER Foops IncorrecT During the year only fourteen out of a
total of 2,716 samples of foods other than milk received adverse reports.
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Sauce may not legally be preserved with added sulphur dioxide, yet a
sample was found to contain eighty-six parts per million. It was
ascertained that the preservative had not been added as such but was
derived from one of the ingredients used, namely the fruit pulp. It is
interesting to note that there is legislation afoot which will permit the
presence of one hundred parts per million of this preservative in sauce.
A sample of soda water was found to contain a maximum of 0-3 grain per
pint of sodium bicarbonate whereas the Food Standards (Soft Drinks)
Order, 1953, requires a minimum of five grains per pint. The cork liner
of the cap of the bottle was perished and a small quantity of mould was
present in the liquid. It is doubtful whether the contents were anything
other than mouldy water. All stocks of this article remaining in the
vendor's shop were returned to the bottlers for examination. Again, a
specimen of plain flour showed the technical difficulty in mixing small
quantities of prepared chalk with large amounts of flour in order to satisfy
the Flour (Composition) Regulations, 1956. The regulations require the
flour to be fortified with between 235 and 390 mgs. of chalk per 100 gms.
flour whereas in this case the sample was found to contain an excess,
namely 55 mgs. per 100 gms. The millers reiterated their difficulties and
stated that they would be “more vigilant than ever”.

Other incorrect samples tested included one of pork sausage containing
excess of preservative (five hundred and twenty parts per million of sulphur
dioxide instead of a maximum of four hundred and fifty parts per million)
and a specimen of yoghourt which, with a solids-not-fat content of 7-4 per
cent. suggested the use of watered milk in its preparation. A repeat
sample of the latter, taken a short time afterwards, was however, genuine.
A sample of malt vinegar was shown to have considerable “mother of
vinegar'' sediment and to be unfit for use, and a specimen of tongue was
so blackened and of such poor quality as to be unacceptable to the ordinary

purchaser.

A sample of canned fruit juice was fortified with Vitamin C, the
amount of which, however, was not declared in the prescribed manner,
namely as mg. of Vitamin C per fluid ounce. Also, the label on the tin
bore the words: “Packed full of Vitamin C”. It was pointed out to the
firm concerned that the amount of vitamin present, namely eleven mgs.
per fluid ounce, did not, in our opinion, justify this statement. In reply,
the canners stated that both matters had recently been brought to their
notice by another authority and immediate steps had been taken to
rectify the faults.

Essence of rennet containing salt, glycerin and rennet enzyme was
genuine but, when tested for clotting power, a very salty junket resulted.
A printing error which caused a tablespoonful instead of a teaspoonful
of the essence per pint of milk to be used was obviously responsible.
New labels were printed and faulty stocks recalled for correction.
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IncorRECT DrUGS A sample of halibut liver oil capsules did not
have the date of preparation stated on the label, as required by the B.P.
This date is a guide to the pharmacist (and possibly to the consumer)
since, as the B.P. states, under reasonable conditions of storage, the
capsules may be expected to retain their potency for at least three years.
Blackcurrant syrup is a well known source of Vitamin C, recognised in
the B.P.C. with a standard vitamin content of not less than fifty-five mgs.
per one hundred gms. syrup, unless the syrup is to be used for flavouring
only, when the vitamin requirement is abolished. A sample of foreign
origin merely labelled “Blackcurrant Syrup” contained an adequate
amount of fruit juice but only twenty three mgs. Vitamin C per one hundred
gms., i.e. it was an excellent flavouring agent but was not up to the stan-
dard of a vitamin syrup. This syrup did not contain sulphur dioxide
preservative, as is usnally the case, and this fact was at least partly respon-
sible for the vitamin deterioration.

Drugs deficient in ammonia from overlong storage included a specimen
of sal volatile (0-43 per cent ammonia instead of 1-12 per cent minimum),
one of ammoniated tincture of quinine (0-3 per cent instead of 0-85 per
cent. minimum), and a bottle of household cloudy ammonia (11-6 per
cent. instead of 15 per cent ammonia). Individual foil packing is usually
regarded as an excellent means of preventing deterioration during normal
shelf life, but a sample of so packed junior aspirin tablets showed excessive
aspirin decomposition, numerous crystals of free salicylic acid being
evident on the surface of the tablets beneath the foil pack. The content
of free salicylic acid expressed as a percentage of the aspirin present was
3-3 per cent. by comparison the maximum permitted by the B.P. for solu-
ble aspirin tablets which is 0-16 per cent.

Six packets of seidlitz powder of the same firm’s manufacture,
taken from three different shops in south Birmingham, were all found to
be deficient in tartaric acid. The B.P.C. requires the white papers to contain
between 2-25 and 2-75 gms. of this acid, but the amounts found in these
three pairs of specimens were 1-97 and 1-95, 1-65 and 1-80, 1-89 and 1-64
gms. The firm involved stated that they had traced the fault to failure of
an automatic weighing machine.

In all cases of incorrect food and drugs, suitable action was taken by
the Medical Officer of Health to remedy the faults and, where necessary,
to recall stocks of faulty material.

Local Drug Testing Scheme Under the terms of our agreement
with local pharmacists, three hundred and ninety-four samples of
miscellaneous drugs were examined during the year. It will be remembered
that the scheme originated some six years or so ago as a result of the
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finding of serious deficiencies in the active ingredients of a large pro-
portion of samples of Vitamin A preparations, penicillin tablets and in
many other so called “standard” drugs examined. For the first time it
has been found possible to re-examine a representative selection of drugs
of this class, and it is pleasing to report that only two causes for complaint
were detected in over a hundred samples tested. It is hoped to be able to
check this group each year. Fresh investigations commenced included
that of ‘“‘sustained release” preparations (e.g. spansules of dexedrine)
which obviate taking several doses of a drug in a day. More and more
drugs are being prescribed in hard gelatin capsules; the variation in drug
content between capsules is usually =5 per cent. from the mean for a
good manufacturer. Certain samples examined have revealed variations
so large (e.g.—45 per cent.) as to be “clinically significant”, and further
work is proceeding in this connection. Fifty samples of assorted drugs
were also examined for local hospitals. The single aim of this work and
that of the local testing scheme is to supplement normal restricted sampling
of drugs under the Food and Drugs Act, and so ensure a first-class supply
of drugs for the City in both hospitals and shops.

Miscellaneous Samples These totalled 3,908 and were made

up as follows:—
Pueric HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Pasteurised and sterilised milks 1,889
Ice cream and ice lollies 325
Atmospheric polluti 192
Waters ... 718
3,259
WATER DEPARTMENT
Waters ... 252
Mimﬂﬂﬂnﬁﬁus e LR EEE BaE LER wE 9
261
OTHER CoRPORATION DEPARTMENTS 188
Humanw MiLks 31
MISCELLANEOUS FROM PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND INSTITUTIONS 169
3,908

Mg (HeEAT-TREATMENT TESsTS)  Pasteurised milk examined
accounted for 1,764 specimens (1,366 from Birmingham Public Health
Dept, and three hundred and ninety-eight from neighbouring authorities).
Three samples from one neighbouring authority showed evidence of either
gross underheating or raw milk.

Two hundred and twenty-five samples of sterilised milk examined,
all with satisfactory results, were made up of one hundred and twenty-
seven from Birmingham and ninety-eight from other authorities.
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IcE CrEAM AND IcE Lorries Two hundred and fifty-six samples of
ice cream (the ordinary product) and thirty-four of the dairy variety
were found to be compositionally correct. One sample labelled as Cornish
ice-cream and stated to be made from Cornish cream, butter and non-dairy
fat was incorrectly labelled.

All thirty-five samples of ice lollie examined for “pick up” of traces
of toxic metals from the moulds used were proved to be satisfactory.

AtmospHERIC PorrutioN On each of eight sites in central and
suburban areas of Birmingham, devices are located to determine the two
main types of pollution:—solid sooty matter, derived to no small extent
from domestic coal fires; and gaseous sulphur dioxide, a product of the
natural sulphur of coal, coke and oil.

WATERS A total of nine hundred and sixty-eight waters, one hundred
and thirty-three of which were taken for radioactivity tests, from the
Public Health and Water Departments had four main sources of origin:—

(@) The Elan Valley supply to Birmingham, constituting the City's
main source of water,

() Longbridge and Short Heath deep wells, which are occasionally
used to supplement the Elan Valley water and constitute a
useful reserve supply.

(¢) The Whitacre system, providing water for local Midland towns.
Water from the rivers Bourne and Blythe is stored in reservoirs
and receives further treatment at Whitacre.

(For some time the quality of certain local effluents and streams
in the Whitacre catchment area has caused concern and, over the
past year, two hundred and sixty-four samples of effluents
have been taken to ascertain their fitness for discharge into
streams which eventually find their way into the rivers Bourne
and Blythe.)

(d) Miscellaneous waters. These included monthly specimens taken
from the river Severn, which it is hoped will provide a future
additional supply for Birmingham in a few years’ time. Private
City well waters and flooded basement waters made up the bulk
of the remainder of these samples.

OTHER CORPORATION DEPARTMENTS During the year, nearly all
departments of the Corporation submitted a wide range of miscellaneous
samples for analysis. For the Central Purchasing Department, contract
samples of soap predominated as usual. In all, sixty-eight samples of
soap products, five of soft drinks and two each of cornflour and custard
powder were examined.
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Thirty assorted articles of food were received from the Food Inspection
Department, usually with requests for identification of foreign matter.
In some cases the contaminating matter was found to be objectionable,
e.g. sheep or rabbit faeces found in imported sultanas, but in others the
suspicions of the complainants, although apparently justified were not
substantiated after examination of the specimens; thus suspected nail
clippings found in a bun loaf were proved to be polythene parings and
black matter in a trifle was identified as a plum skin. Cases of foreign
matter in food are becoming more numerous and are probably accounted
for by the increasing prepacking of food, the increased mechanisation of
food processing, and the greater public interest taken in this subject.
Thus among the one hundred and sixty-nine miscellaneous samples
received from private sources, about fifty or so invelved foreign material
in food and, after analysis, these were referred to the Food Inspection
Department.

Ten samples of paint and glue size were examined for the Housing
Management Department, and ten of fertilisers and feeding stuffs tested
for the Salvage Department and certificates of composition supplied
for statutory purposes. For the Town Clerk's Department, a specimen of
duplicating fluid was examined for composition and found to be technical
methyl alcohol. This liquid had been used to revive a boiler fire with the
not surprising consequence that a “flash back” and minor explosion
occurred.

Thirty-one samples of human milk were examined for the Milk
Burean, and all were found to be free from extraneous water or cow's
milk.

For the Smallholdings Committee, fifteen samples of fertilisers and
feeding stuffs were analysed under the official Act for compliance with
declared composition.

PrIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND INsTITUTIONS One hundred and sixty-
nine samples were received from these sources: they consisted, as usual,
of a most diverse range of foods, drugs and miscellaneous objects, chiefly
submitted on account of poor quality or for the identification of foreign
bodies, as mentioned above. Probably the most topical sample was one
of anti-fall-out powder alleged to give protection from the effects of
radiation, but unfortunately this was found to consist of milk sugar only.

New or Proposed Legislation The increasing use of food
additives already referred to has resulted in considerable legislative
activity on the part of the Government during the year. Proposals have
been issued for new regulations to control the use of emulsifiers and
stabilisers in food and also for controlling the composition and labelling
generally of bread and flour. The Preservatives, etc. in Food Regulations
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TUBERCULOSIS

Notifications

During 1961 there were eight hundred and nine notifications of
persons suffering from tuberculosis, a decrease of sixty-one compared
with 1960, but sixteen more than in 1959. The 1961 total is, however,
less than for 1958 or any earlier year. Because of the increase in the
estimated population the notification rate of 0-73 per 1,000 in 1961
equals the previous low record of 1959,

REsPIrRATORY TUBERCULOSIS

There were seven hundred and five notifications of respiratory
tuberculosis, seventy-three less than in 1960 but one more than in 1959.
Compared with 1960, notifications decreased for males aged less than
twenty-five years, but showed no very pronounced or consistent change
for older age-groups. In females, there was some decrease in most but
not all age groups.

A rather better picture of what is happening to notifications can be
obtained by comparing notifications for the last three years 1959-61 with
those of corresponding age-groups in the three year period 1953-55,
before the B.C.G. scheme had become effective and a period when total
notifications were at a relatively high level. The reduction for all ages
of both sexes amounts to thirty seven per cent.; for children under
fifteen years of both sexes, and for females age twenty years and more
the reduction is about forty-five per cent. while for males age twenty
years and more the reduction is only about twenty per cent.  The really
impressive decline is, however, in the 15-19 year age-group of each sex,
among whom notifications have fallen by seventy-five per cent. This is
of course the age-group now protected by the B.C.G. vaccination scheme
in schools. The slowness of the fall in tuberculosis in adult males is the
least satisfactory feature. The slowness of the fall in males over forty-five
is general throughout the country: the slowness of the fall at age 20-44
years is, however, largely a local problem related to the problem of
tuberculosis in immigrants.

NoN-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS

Notifications of non-respiratory tuberculosis numbered one hundred
and four, giving a rate of 0-09 per 1,000, just greater than the rate of
0-08 per 1,000 for 1960 and 1959.

The increase occurred mainly in females age 20-54, and no particular
reason can be advanced for this. The more serious disseminated and
meningitic forms of non-respiratory tuberculosis showed no increase.
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PLACE OF BIRTH

Table 8 lists the places of birth of all those notified in 1961. The
outstanding feature is the number of notifications of persons born in
Pakistan increasing from nineteen in 1956 to about sixty per year in
1958-59 and ninety per year in 1960-61.

Table 9 shows for those born in Pakistan and notified in Birmingham
in 1961 the time interval between entry to the United Kingdom and
notification; one-third were notified during their first year in this country.

The age-distribution of immigrants notified as tuberculous shows,
as would be expected, a great preponderance of young adult males:
amongst males aged 25-34 there were a total of 115 notifications; of
these thirty-two were born in the United Kingdom, but sixty were born
in Asia, fifteen in Ireland, and eight elsewhere. As noted above, this is
leading to a substantial retardation of the decline in notifications in young
adult males, as there is a similar but less gross trend in the age-group 20-24
and 35-44.

Mortality

Deaths from all forms of tuberculosis in 1961 numbered eighty-two,
six fewer than in 1960 and maintaining the steady fall in mortality
since 1947. The mortality rate in 1961 was 0-07 per 1,000, and here again
it is just possible to record a reduction compared with 1960. There were
again no deaths in children or young people—in fact, none in persons
aged less than forty years. There were four times as many deaths in men
as in women, and in both sexes a high proportion of the deaths were in
those over age 65 years.

REespPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS
The majority of the deaths (76) were due to respiratory tuberculosis.
There was some reduction in the number of deaths at age 25-64, but in

each sex the number of deaths of persons aged sixty-five and over increased
compared with 1960.

NoN-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS

Six persons died of non-respiratory forms of tuberculosis, but only
one death was attributed to meningitis.

DeatHs oF PERsoNs NOT NoTIFIED BEFORE DEATH

There were fifty deaths with mention of tuberculosis on the death
certificate of persons who had not been notified as suffering from tuber-
culosis before death. This total is substantially greater than the 1960
figures, and shows a return to the higher total of preceding years. Included
in this total are thirty-six cases for which no formal notification was
received. In about half of the total of fifty cases, tuberculosis was not
the main cause of death.
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Rehabilitation

The considerable degree of success now being obtained in treating
tuberculosis has greatly reduced the number of patients who require
assistance in obtaining suitable work after treatment. Most can return
fairly soon after discharge from hospital to their original work without
danger to themselves or others. It is therefore no longer realistic to give a
tabulation of the various special measures used to assist some in returning
to work: only fifty-nine needed special help or guidance, based on an
interview between the patient, the chest physician, and the disablement
resettlement officer of the Ministry of Labour.

Domiciliary Library Service
The number of infectious home-bound patients requiring a library
service is now very small, but this service has been continued for them.

Statistics
Tanie 1 TUBERCULOSIS—ALL FORMS

PriMarY NoTIFICATIONS AND DEATHS For THE YEars 1901—1961

Primary  Rale per 1,000 Rate per 1,000
Neotifications  population Deaths population

1801—1910 (average) — — 1,309 1-85
1911—1920( ,, ) —_ — 1,284 1-48
1921—1930( ,, ) 1,824 191 1,031 1:08
1931—1940( ,, ) 1,284 1:24 BE3 0-85
1941—1945 ( ,, ) 1,258 1-29 793 0-82
1946—1950 ( ,, ) 1,308 1-21 660 0-61
1951—1955 ( ,, ) 1,321 1:18 292 0-26
195¢ 1,136 102 161 0-15
1957 873 0-88 145 0-13
1958 1,089 (-85 143 013
1959 793 0.73 104 0.10
1960 870 0-80 B8 0-08
1961 809 073 B2 007
Tasre 2 RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS

PriMARY NOTIFICATIONS AND DEATHS FOR THE YEARs 1901—1961

Primary  Rale per 1,000 Rate per 1,000
Notifications  population Deaths population
1901-—1910 (average) — — 993 1-25
1911—1920 ( ,, ) — — 1,059 1-20
1921—1930( ,, ) 1,533 1-61 892 094
1931—1940( ,, ) 1,082 1-05 793 076
1941—1945( ,, ) 1,096 1-13 712 0-73
1946—1950 ( ,, ) 1,151 1-07 608 056
1951—1955 ( ,, ) 1,183 1-06 272 0-24
1956 1,029 0-93 150 0-14
1957 844 0-77 134 0-12
1958 926 0-85 137 0-13
1959 ' 704 0.64 96 0.09
1960 . 778 0-71 79 0-07
1961 T05 064 T6 007
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CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN
(SECTION 22—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946)

DAY NURSERIES

On the 1st January, 1961 there were nine hundred and ninety places
for children in twenty-one day nurseries distributed throughout the City.

The day nursery at 77, Gt. Brook Street, closed on 2nd June. The
premises were scheduled for demolition and there was no alternative
accommodation available in the district. The children who still required
day nursery accommodation were transferred to other nurseries and the
staff who wished to continue in the nursery service were transferred to
fill existing vacancies where available.

No change was made in the order of priorities and fees for priority
cases remained unchanged.

Ten children of homeless families accommodated in hostels attended
day nurseries during the year. Of these, five were the children of un-
married women and five were the children of married women.

Attendances at the day nurseries over the year remained high, the
heaviest demands remaining in the Balsall Heath, Ladywood, Handsworth
and Aston areas. The demand for accommodation for young babies is
very heavy in some areas with the result that many mothers used child
minders both registered and unregistered.

There is an increased demand for admission among the non-priority
group at certain day nurseries. This comes mainly from families where the
mother is a professional worker or from young parents who are having
housing difficulties and are trying to buy a house or flat.

Inspectors of the Ministries of Health and Education visited the
following nurseries during the year.
224 Cartland Road, Stirchley.

328 Charles Road, Small Heath.
23/25 Grantham Road, Sparkbrook.

Approval to continue training for the N.N.E.B. Certificate was
given to Cartland Road, Stirchley and 23/25, Grantham Road, Sparkbrook.
Approval was withdrawn from Charles Road Day Nursery.

The two-year training course for the National Nursery Examination
Board Certificate continues. During 1961, forty-two students were
accepted for training. Two examinations were conducted in Birmingham,;
twenty-six candidates passed and three failed.

COURSES AND STUDY DAYS

Forty-one members of nursery staffs attended a course of six evening
lectures arranged by the Midland Branch of the National Association of
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Nursery Matrons. Two matrons attended a study day arranged by the
Royal College of Nursing. One.Nursery Supervisor attended the Nursery
School Association Summer School at Oxford.

WARDENS' COURSE

Over the past few years there has been difficulty in recruiting staff
for the posts of warden in the day nurseries. This has been largely due to
the fact that there have been no training courses, which in the past have
prepared nursery nurses for work as wardens. Formerly these courses
were arranged by the Education Department but they have been unable,
for various reasons, to arrange any in the past five years.

It was therefore decided that the Department should run an experi-
mental course on a day release basis for a period of thirteen weeks—places
in the course were also offered to the Education Department, Children’s
Department and to other Authorities accessible from Birmingham. The
attendances were made up as follows:—

10 from Day Nurseries.
5 ,, Birmingham Education Department.
.» Birmingham Children's Department
.,  other authorities

2

g

26

The Course appears to have been very successful, not only from the
benefit received by the students, but from the fact that the nurseries

functioned better having to release a senior member of staff for one day
a week only instead of a consecutive period of three weeks.

The Public Health Department is indebted to the Education
Department for its very close co-operation, the Children's Department and
to the many lecturers who so freely gave of their time and knowledge.

In view of the extreme value of refresher courses, it is hoped to arrange
a series of courses on similar lines for other grades of staff.

Nurseries and Child Minders Regulation Act, 1948

There were eighty-five persons and eleven premises registered under
the Nurseries and Child Minders Regulation Act, 1948, at the end of 1961.
- The number of places available was five hundred and eighty-seven, an
“increase of thirty-two over last year. All applicants for registration are
visited and interviewed by a medical officer and in certain cases by a
fire officer and public health inspector. Interested parents are put in touch
with child minders, as far as possible in the same locality and circum-
stances. Frequent visiting by medical officers and health visitors is
essential to maintain minimum standards of hygiene and safety.
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five sessions a week at Kingstanding Centre and six sessions a week at
Lea Hall Centre; Welfare Department facilities for occupational therapy
for the physically handicapped continued at Stirchley, Quinton Lane,
Erdington, Treaford Lane, Kingstanding and Carnegie Institute Centres
for thirteen sessions a week. The need for this facility in the Acocks
Green area increased so much that the classes held twice weekly at Acocks
Green Centre transferred in August to more convenient premises; the
occupational therapy for the blind at Northfield Centre continued on
three sessions a week. The Birmingham Council for Old People continued
to use Stirchley Centre on four sessions a week for an Old People’s Day
Centre. The Family Planning Association continued their weekly clinic
at Treaford Lane Centre. The Women's Voluntary Service Mother and
Baby Clubs continued to function at Highfield Lane and Yardley Wood
Centres and permission was given for additional clubs to be held at
Maypole, Acocks Green, Kings Heath and Erdington Centres. A Women's
Voluntary Service Darby and Joan Club was established at Farm Road
Centre on 7th April and continued on one session a week throughout
the year,

Sheltered Employment of the Elderly

Accommodation was made available at Small Heath Centre to the
Birmingham Association for the Sheltered Employment for the Elderly,
who desire to promote the establishment and management of Centres
where lonely elderly people could meet together to do some very light work
under pleasant conditions for modest payment, thus restoring happiness
and self respect. This Centre was officially opened by the Rt. Worshipful
The Lord Mayor, Alderman Eric E. Mole, O.B.E., ]J.P., on 24th May.

The Treaford Club

This Club was established by the Centre Superintendent at Treaford
Lane Centre to supply the need for a social club where old age pensioners
of the area could meet. Referrals for membership came from the
Birmingham Council for Old People, General Practitioners and Health
Visitors. The Club opened on 24th May and continued throughout the
the year on one session a week. The membership totalled sixty-six with
a waiting list of fifteen and the average weekly attendance was forty-eight.

Four voluntary workers devote much time and energy to this Club
and members are encouraged to help each other and to visit those members
who are sick.

Talks and films have been arranged by various organisations e.g.
Police, Fire Service, West Midlands Gas Board, National Assistance
Board and the Public Health Department Health Education Section.

A summer outing to Bourton-on-the-Water proved most successful
and an enjoyable Christmas party, when all members received a small
gift, was held in December.
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Sparkbrook Association Play Centre

A room at Farm Road Welfare Centre was made available to the
Sparkbrook Association for use as a Play Centre for children under the
age of five years and this Centre was officially opened by the Deputy
Lord Mayor, Alderman D. Johnstone on 11th November. The average
attendance during the first two months was twelve children per session.

The number of parents evening meetings held at Welfare Centres
was fifty-three, compared with forty-nine in 1960 and 1,249 attendances
were made at these meetings, making an average attendance of twenty-
three per meeting.

Health visitors have attended antenatal clinics at the following
hospitals to take mothercraft classes, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Selly
Oak Hospital, Dudley Road Hospital, Marston Green Maternity Hospital,
Birmingham Maternity Hospital and Lordswood Maternity Hospital.

Nechells Green Health Centre

This Centre which was opened in 1960, continued to operate with
growing success. Closer co-operation between General Practitioners and
Local Authority staff increased month by month and proved most valuable
in this comprehensive medico-social service.

During the year, 1,259 individual children made 5,207 attendances
at Children’'s Consultation Clinics in the Child Welfare Section.

Eighty-eight expectant mothers made five hundred and sixty-three
attendances at the Antenatal Clinics at which a local authority doctor
was present, and two hundred and fifteen mothers made 1,267 attendances
at Midwives’ Clinics. Five hundred and thirty-seven expectant mothers
were referred by their general practitioners for blood specimens to be
taken. Forty-three expectant mothers made two hundred and thirty-one
attendances at Relaxation and Mothercraft Classes. Three hundred and
fifteen attendances were made at Sewing Classes. In the general prac-
tioner's treatment room up to seven hundred cases a month were treated
by the nurse in attendance.

Eight hundred visitors to the Health Centre included the Minister
of Health, the Rt. Hon. Mr. Enoch Powell and eminent personalities from
Russia, Norway, Poland, Germany, Denmark, China, Ghana and the
Caribbean, Venezuela and the Commonwealth.

Work at Local Authority Clinics
Amongst the clinics held were:—

(1) Antenatal Clinics:

1,550 mothers attended clinics staffed by our medical officers, com-
pared with 1,836 during 1960.




(2) Blood Tests:
General practitioners continued to send patients to our antenatal
m for the withdrawal of blood specimens; in 1961 the number was
-3,914 (2,202 in 1960).
(3) Relaxation Classes:
During the year classes were held at forty-three centres. One full
‘time and two part-time physiotherapists were employed for a total of
‘thirteen sessions a week. In addition, classes were taken by midwives

~ and health visitors. Mothercraft classes taken by health visitors were
- held in association with the relaxation classes.

(4) Postnatal Examinations:

: Three hundred and thirty mothers attended for postnatal exam-
- inations; fifty-three attended a second time.

(5) Appointment Clinics:

These clinics at which children attend by appointment for a medical
examination continued to be held and opportunity was also given for
‘children to be called by appointment to those antenatal clinics where the
‘attendance of antenatal mothers had decreased.

(6) Special Consultation Clinics:

Dr. Benjamin Wood of the Children’s Hospital held twenty-one
- special clinics at the Carnegie Centre during 1961 and examined a total of
‘seventy-five infants, a decrease of ten from the 1960 figure.
The X-ray clinic at Carnegie held forty-one sessions in 1961 and a
total of one hundred and ninety-eight persons attended for radiography,
- which was an increase of nineteen on the 1960 figure.
The special adoption clinic continued to be held at Carnegie and
‘one hundred and sixty-six attendances (143 in 1960) were made at forty-
one sessions.

(7) Sewing Classes:

~ Sewing classes were continued each week at forty-five centres until
- April when for economic reasons several classes were closed for the summer
‘term. The classes re-opened in September at forty-three centres and a
‘total of 14,223 attendances were made during the year; a decrease of 1,937
~on the 1960 figure.

(8) Health Talks:

Mothers made 10,883 attendances at health talks given during clinic
sessions: in addition there were 10,823 attendances at mothercraft classes
held in conjunction with relaxation classes, and 1,249 attendances at

parents’ evening meetings.
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CARE OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER

The proportion of live births which were illegitimate was 89-23 per
1,000 as compared with 76-77 in 1960 and 67-8 in 1959. The total number
of illegitimate births registered in Birmingham in 1961 was 1,927 compared
with 1,594 in 1960 and 1,317 in 1959.

The Infant Mortality Rate among illegitimate babies exceeds that
of babies born legitimately, the former rate per 1,000 births being 28-02
compared with the rate for legitimate births of 23-44 per 1,000 births.
The corresponding figures for 1960 were respectively 30-11 and 21-94,

During 1961, 1,543 women applied to the Department for advice and
assistance compared with 1,198 in 1960, Of these, seven hundred and
sixty-two were unmarried women having their first baby and five hundred
and ninety-eight had had one or more illegitimate children. One hundred
and forty-one were married women, fifteen were legitimate pregnancies
and twenty-seven were resident outside the City. Forty-three girls were
under the age of consent, and four hundred and sixty-seven were teen-
agers—nearly one third of the total.

The number of West Indian applicants has risen from three hundred
and fifty-four in 1960 to six hundred and sixty-three in 1961, of whom
thirty-four were already pregnant on arrival in this country.

Lyncroft—Salvation Army Mother and Baby Home

Arrangements may be made for early admission to this home, par-
ticularly in the case of very young pregnant girls. They may be transferred
here sometimes from unsatisfactory home conditions, often at the request
of the Magistrates. Confinements take place in the home so that transfer
to a hospital or maternity home is avoided at a time when these young
girls are afraid to face the ordeal of the unknown ahead, very often
exaggerated by their companions in the home. Supervision is maintained
throughout by a kindly tolerant understanding staff of devoted women.
The girls must agree to remain in the home for three months after the
birth of the baby, during which time arrangements are made which are
thought to be for the benefit of the mother and child.

Sixty-four girls were admitted during 1961 and they were in the
following age groups:—

Aged 13 years 31
14 years 6 =20 under the age of consent
15 years llj
16 years 14
17 years 15
18 years 8
19 years 1

20 years + 6
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Of the fifty-nine babies discharged, thirty-one went home with their
mothers, twenty-five were adopted and three were admitted to residential
homes.

There were six premature births and two instrumental deliveries.
The babies have been well and there were no deaths or stillbirths.

Francis Way, Bentley Heath and Woodville, Selly Oak

These two mother and baby homes accommodate Roman Catholic
girls on request. In both homes the girls are usually admitted about six
weeks before the expected date of confinement. In Francis Way the
confinements take place in the home but in Woodpville the girls are trans-
ferred to hospital for their confinements and return to the home for a further
six weeks or so until suitable arrangements are made for mother and baby.
At the end of the year plans were being considered to extend Woodville
to enable confinements to take place in the home as in Francis Way.

Thirty-three girls were admitted to Francis Way during 1961, twenty-
eight of them being single girls having their first baby.

Thirty-two mothers were admitted to Woodville during 1961, twenty-
five having their first baby and five having their second baby: two were
married women.

The Grange

Arrangements are made for unmarried girls to be admitted here on
request. They are admitted usually about six weeks before the expected
date of delivery and are transferred to a maternity hospital or home for
their delivery. They then return to the Grange for at least six weeks or
until suitable arrangements are made for mother and baby. Owing to
staffing difficulties the home has not been used to its full capacity.

Twenty single girls were admitted to the home during 1961, all having
their first baby, and one married woman was admitted.

Phenylketonuria tests are carried out on all babies in the above homes
at the age of six weeks: all have been negative.

Beechcroft Mother and Baby Home

Capacity: eighteen mothers and fourteen babies.

This mother and baby home is the responsibility of the Health
Committee and is non-denominational.

During 1961, one hundred and two mothers were admitted and ninety-
two discharged. Ninety-one babies were admitted and eighty discharged,

The general health of the mothers has been very good indeed. Four
mothers were admitted to hospital with toxaemia of pregnancy and one to
hospital owing to mental disturbance. The latter and one of the mothers
with toxaemia did not return to the home after hospital discharge.
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Ten mothers admitted to the home were discharged prior to confine-
ment.

Eight babies were admitted to hospital, three of whom because of a
B.Coli infection. These three babies were discharged to their own homes
from hespital. The source of this infection was traced to a baby admitted
from a hospital and altogether four babies were infected. The home was
closed for six days while thorough disinfection was carried out.

Of the five other babies who were admitted to hospital, one had a
respiratory infection, two had cerebral symptoms, one had pyloric stenosis
complicated with a B.Coli infection, and one was admitted to hospital
for eleven days’ observation with abnormal stools.

Nine babies were born prematurely, the birth weights ranging from
2lbs. 150zs. to 5lbs. One of twin babies died.

There were three stillbirths: one due to anencephaly, one to toxaemia
and one to post maturity and placental insufficiency.

All babies had phenylketonuria tests at six weeks of age and all were
negative.

One baby was vaccinated against smallpox and one mother had her
polio vaccination while in the home.

Forty-one babies were discharged home with their mothers, one was
discharged to a hostel and four to domestic posts with their mothers.
Six babies were discharged to foster homes and five to residential
nurseries.

Twenty-three babies were placed for adoption: twelve through the
Children’s Department, seven through the National Adoption Society and
four through various moral welfare associations.

OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWO WOMEN ADMITTED TO BEECHCROFT
DURING 1961, FIFTY-SIX WERE PERSONALLY INTERVIEWED BY A MEDICAL
OFFICER.

Of these 38 were having their first baby

: 5 [ i ,» Second ,,
4 = . third .,
& i ., fourth ,,
1 was T her sixth ,,

Of the thirty eight girls having their first baby, all were single and
twenty-three were under twenty-one years of age, the remainder being
between twenty-one and twenty-six years. Five were West Indian and
all the rest were British.

Of the alleged putative fathers, twenty-eight were British, seven
West Indian, one Greek, one Cuban and one half caste Cuban. Six were
married men. Twenty-nine made no payment whatsoever, one maintained
his consort and the others paid trifling amounts.
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In six cases the girls had come from broken homes in that their fathers
had died some years previously and six of the girls’ mothers had died.
In three cases the parents had separated or were divorced.

Eighteen of the babies were placed for adoption: nine by the Children's
Department, four by the National Adoption Society and five by the
Birmingham Diocesan Council for Moral Welfare. One baby was placed
in Dr. Barnardo’s Homes, Abingdon. Seventeen of the babies were dis-
charged home or to lodgings with their mothers and two went to foster
homes.

Four of the babies were born by Caesarian section, three were forceps
deliveries and three were premature babies.

Of the eleven girls having their second baby, nine were single and two
were married. Of the latter, both had separated from their husbands
and one of the pregnancies might have been a legitimate one but the
baby was placed for adoption. The second baby went to lodgings with
mother. These two girls had married at the ages of sixteen and seventeen
years respectively.

Seven of the girls were twenty-one years or under, three were twenty-
two years and one was twenty-seven years old.

Apart from one West Indian girl, aged nineteen years, all the others
were British. Of the putative fathers, six were English, two Irish, one
American and two West Indian.

The West Indian girl had already had an illegitimate baby in
Jamaica at the age of sixteen and the putative father, a West Indian
who already had two other children, came to this country to see her.
She gave birth to twin girls, one weighing 6lbs. and one 5lbs. 40z. and
they were discharged home with their mother.

The other girl whose consort was a West Indian had had a baby
by him in 1960 and she was living with him and had been maintained
by him. Her baby was accepted by Dr. Barnardo's Homes, Abingdon.

Another of the girls had had her first baby by the same putative
father and he was paying 15/- weekly for this child who was being looked
after by the grandmother. The second baby was discharged to lodgings
with his mother.

Four of the girls had come from broken homes and apart from the
girl who had lived with the West Indian for a year, no financial help
had been received.

All the confinements were normal and there were two premature
babies.
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Three of the babies were placed for adoption, two through the
National Adoption Society and one through the Children's Department:
one went to Father Hudson's Homes, one to Dr. Barnardo's Homes,
and the remaining six were discharged home with their mothers.

Of the four girls having their third baby, three had been married but
the marriages had all ended in separation, and the first two babies in
each case had been legitimate.

The single girl having her third illegitimate baby had one child
at home and one in Dr. Barnardo’s Homes. She was taking her third

baby home.
All the confinements were normal.

All the mothers were English and, of the putative fathers, three
were British and one was American. No financial help had been received
from these men.

Two of the babies were placed for adoption, both through the
Children’s Department, and the other two were discharged home with
their mothers.

Of the two women having their fourth baby, one was married in 1946
and had two children of the marriage, one of whom was drowned in
1951. She separated from her husband in 1948 and lived with the
putative father of her third child, born in 1957, but left him because of
cruelty. The alleged putative father of the fourth baby was a Scotsman
who offered marriage but was refused. The baby was admitted to a
foster home.

The single girl having her fourth baby was aged twenty-six years
and her three other children, born 1956, 1957 and 1959, were at home
with her parents. The fourth baby was accepted by the National Adop-
tion Society. The putative father was alleged to be a married man
with three children but he denied paternity.

Both the confinements were normal and no financial assistance
was received.

The mother having her sixth baby was married and had had five

~ legitimate pregnancies. Three of the children were alive and well, one

pregnancy was terminated at six and a half months and one child died in
1952. The putative father of the sixth child was an Irishman, a casual
acquaintance, from whom no financial assistance was received. The
confinement was normal and the new baby was accepted in a foster home.
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Child Welfare Clinics

(1) PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN VISITED IN THEIR OWN HOMES
WHO ATTENDED CHILD WELFARE CLINICS

Year 0—12 months I year 2 years 3 years 4 years
1958 ... 69-0 576 34-2 24-4 19-1
1960 65-2 54-3 a1-1 23-3 16-2
1961 63-7 250 30-3 214 15-5

(2) FREQUENCY OF ATTENDANCE AS A PERCENTAGE OF ATTENDERS
IN EACH AGE GROUP

0—12 months I— year 2—5 years
Children who made:| 1959 1960 1961 | 1959 1960 1961 1959 1860 1961

-

1—5 attendances |58-18 61-24 | 62-16 | 65-88 | 67-24 | 66-91 | 96-84| 96-44 | 96-15

8 or more 41-82 |38.76 | 37-84 | 34-12 | 32.76 | 33-.09| 3-16 3-56| 3-85
attendances | |
(3 CHILDREN'S CONSULTATION CLINICS

(BIRTH TO 5 YEARS)
Mumber of clinics held :

(1) With doctor attending ... e 3,544

(2) Without doctor attending ... 1,173
New children attending .ts o 13,103
Total attendances . 128,777
Average attendance per -::ltmt. 27-3
Total examined by doctor ... ... 48,408
Average seen by doctor per consultation clmu: 13-6

(4) ANTENATAL AND CHILDREN'S COMBINED CLINICS — CHILDREN

ATTENDING
Number of combined chinics e 2,195
New children attending 2,784
Total attendances ... ST R 1
Average attendance per t;]m:u’:. g 14-1
Total number seen by doctor - 20,795
Average seen by doctor per combined c]mm 9-4

(In addition the average number of expectant mothers examined at
these clinics was 2-6 and the number of blood specimens obtained for
General Practitioners’ cases was 2,035, an average of 0-9 per clinic).

(5) INFANT WELFARE CLINICS WITH ZENEKAL PRACTITIONERS

(a) At Welfare Centres :
i) Individual children attending General Practitioners’ Clinics only:

under 1 year ... e 350
1 year s 369 1,048
; 2— 5 years ... R
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DENTAL TREATMENT

The manpower situation, that perennial problem of present day
public dental service, was a shade easier in 1961, the number of sessions
devoted to Maternity and Child Welfare dentistry being about 16 per
cent. greater than in the previous year. This has resulted in an increase
of work in all categories.

Whilst one must beware of what a Minister of Health has called
“the idolatry of numbers”, it is interesting to note that the number of
attendances in 1961 was the highest ever recorded. This, it is felt, reflects
two things; that a body of children is now being built up who come
regularly for inspection but do not require a great deal of treatment and,
on the other hand, an increasing number of children who come for
emergency extractions for the relief of pain. The number of anaesthetics
administered to children for the extraction of teeth was a record,

From the point of view of preventative dentistry, this latter is to be
deplored as only too often after the offending tooth has been removed,
the child is not seen again until further pain is experienced. On the other
hand, it must be recognised that the relief of pain and elimination of
sepsis even on an emergency basis must continue to be a very important
part of a public dental service.

In addition, rather unexpectedly, the number of dentures supplied
to mothers was also the highest ever recorded.

The dental inspection of children at selected welfare centres has con-
tinued and the number of children seen per session has increased in most
instances to the maximum which can be dealt with efficiently.

The survey of labial caries mentioned in last year’'s report has been
completed and connection of this type of decay with a child having a
bottle for a long time and also with a drink or bottle at bedtime has been
demonstrated. It is intended that a campaign, to put these facts before
mothers with young children, shall be organised as soon as possible.

_. Additional equipment provided at the Nechells Green Clinic included
- a high-speed air turbine which had been in operation for about two months
at the end of 1961. This instrument has proved a great help in filling teeth
for mothers. Its use results in the patient experiencing no unpleasant

sensation at all and the strain on both operator and patient is much
reduced.

Mechanical work in connection with the supply of dentures continues
to be carried out by the same outside laboratory, which has undertaken
this work in past years. X-ray facilities continue to be centralised at
- Lancaster Street.
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Domiciliary Midwifery Service

Over the past six years there has been an increase of 3,272 (86 per
cent.) in early discharges to the care of the midwife: her number of
deliveries over the same period has increased by 1,709 (27 per cent.) An
increase in the number of births in the City, whether it be at home or in
the hospital, means further work for the domiciliary midwife; it results in
larger antenatal clinics at welfare centres and general practitioner surgeries,
in an increase in the number of ambulance calls, antenatal and postnatal
visits, an increased number of emergency calls and investigations into social
circumstances, and also in the number of fruitless calls which are happening
relatively more frequently in their day to day work. The domiciliary
service over the period under review has been about 25 per cent. under
establishment. There have been very slight variations in the number
employed from time to time, but in any one year it cannot be claimed that
there has been a true increase. It becomes increasingly difficult to attract
midwives to the service. The work is arduous, partly vocational in nature
and the salary scale is not commensurate with the responsibilities. The
need to be available both day and night deprives them from leading a
normal private life. Many of the midwives consider that the increasing
number of admissions to hospitals and early discharges make domiciliary
midwifery less attractive and less responsible. Many efforts have been
made to attract both the day and full-time midwife by advertising and by
personal approach, however the response has been very poor. A further
increase in the number of births is indicated by the returns of the last
two years and probably heralds the consequence of the post war bulge. The
demand on the domiciliary and hospital services, already stretched to
the limits, will be very difficult to meet.

Training Activities and Refresher Courses

During the year 1961, forty-one midwives who are specially approved
as teachers undertook the District Training of one hundred and thirty-
seven pupil midwives studying for Part II Examination of the Central
Midwives Board. As well, twenty-five pupil midwives were placed in
various surrounding local authority areas to take Part II training.

One supervisor and twenty-three midwives attended refresher
courses during the year.

Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Sepsis

Puerperal fever is defined in the Puerperal Pyrexia Regulations, 1951
as “‘any febrile condition occurring in a woman in whom a temperature of
100-4°F. (38C.) or more has occurred within fourteen days after child-
birth or miscarriage”. It must be notified to the medical officer of health
by the attendant medical practitioner. The Puerperal Pyrexia Regula-
tions, 1954 require the doctor who notifies to include on the notification
form the cause of the pyrexia and the date of confinement or miscarriage.
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Local Authority Clinics (Maternity)

The number of general practitioners holding separate antenatal
clinics at welfare centres during 1961 was twenty-six, one of whom held
twenty-four combined antenatal and medical hypnosis sessions (four
general practitioners held clinics for children only). The total number
of antenatal and postnatal cases have dropped very considerably over the

past six years,

Assistant M.0O.H. Midwife General Praclitioner
altending altending altending
New cases Alendances New cases Alendances New cases Atlendances
1956 3,269 22,146 138 441 1,215 6,992
1957 2.523 17,770 486 1,493 1,339 7.775
1958 2,213 14,951 953 3,087 1,397 8,563
1959 1,846 12,622 BOS 2,934 1,402 8,880
1960 1,547 10,061 840 3,335 1,618 10,287
1961 1,323 8,141 1,234 4,841 1.626 10,644

The clinic medical officers dealt with 79 per cent. of the cases delivered
in the City in 1946, 40 per cent. in 1952 and 6 per cent. in 1961. However
the City midwives are taking advantage more and more of the facilities
at welfare centres to book cases and to hold their antenatal sessions
complemental to the general practitioners. In the six years under survey
the general practitioner is holding more sessions and seeing more cases
at the welfare centres.

The number of postnatal examinations held at welfare centres
although slightly increased from last year is very considerably less than
the number of new cases seen.

Maternal Mortality

There were five deaths in Birmingham in 1961 which were ascribed to
pregnancy and childbirth, one of which followed on abortion, and a further
two deaths were due to associated conditions. The maternal mortality
rate including abortion was 0-23 per 1,000 total live and still births and
0-19 excluding abortion.

A Deaths ascribed to pregnancy and childbirth.
1. Associated with a notifiable birth:

The first case was a twenty-three year old woman who died from
pulmonary embolism ten days after delivery of her child. She had attended
an antenatal clinic, although not regularly, and was booked for hospital
delivery because of puerperal psychosis following her first confinement.
She had a normal delivery in hospital with no excessive blood loss in the
puerperium, but her mental condition caused some anxiety and she was
transferred to a mental hospital five days after delivery. Her illness
showed depressive and schizophrenic features but her mental state

109






Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Three hundred and fifty-three cases of ophthalmia neonatorum were
notified in 1961 which is forty-one fewer than the previous year.

There was only one known case of infantile gonococcal ophthalmia;
the remaining cases were of a comparatively trivial nature although
treatment often had to be continued for a considerable time.

Perinatal Mortality

The number of deaths in the perinatal period is to some extent an
index of care in the antenatal, natal and postnatal periods. It is also true
to say that it is an index of our dearth of knowledge of harmful factors
that impinge on the mother or her way of life or on the foetus in utero,
especially during the critical organogenetic period. Toxaemia and
congenital malformations remain the most important causes of perinatal
deaths. An aggregate of perinatal deaths relating to toxaemia and
congenital malformations for the years 1957-1961 is as follows:—

1957-1961 (inclusive)

Stillbirths Neo-natal Deaths
Premature Malure Premature Mature Totals
Due to toxaemia 284 92 124 13 513
Due to congenital
malformations e 293 87 110 160 660
Total perinatal deaths 1,244 B74 1,044 454 3,616

In this period, 18 per cent. of stillbirths, 9 per cent. of neonatal
deaths and 14 per cent. of perinatal deaths were due to toxaemia. From
1957 to 1961, 18 per cent. of stillbirths, 18 per cent. of neonatal deaths and
18 per cent of perinatal deaths were due to congenital malformations. A
statistical analysis of perinatal deaths over the past ten years (definition
of perinatal deaths revised in 1957) shows no tendency to change as far
as toxaemia and congenital malformations are concerned.

As the following graph demonstrates perinatal mortality and its
components show little variation over the last decade.

However, a brief survey of contemporary knowledge of the causes of
- perinatal mortality is only the first step towards a means of reducing this
loss of life. Better antenatal care, an awareness and the early diagnosis
of toxaemia, the recognition of abnormal weight gain, of abnormal
changes in blood pressure and urine, and further research may reduce this
static perinatal mortality figure. Congenital malformations appear to be
- multifactorial in their origin and some knowledge has been gained in the
past year of the influence of drugs during the organogenetic period. Some
have drawn attention to the high sex ratio of female to male stillbirths
attributed to the malformation of the central nervous system, and that
this fact might be difficult to explain from the point of view of external
stimuli. However, further research whether into environmental influences
and conditions, imperfection of the ovum and spermatozoon, or into toxic
or infective conditions during the organogentic period, is necessary.
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Statistics

During the year 1961 there were nine hundred and sixty-one
premature infants in the following categories and a total of eight hundred
and eleven infants were cared for by the nine specially trained midwives.

1. Home confinement and baby after-care at home ... e 186

There were 185 infants in this category, among which were one
set of twins and 6 babies of twin deliveries,

The weight distribution was as follows:—

31bs. 5 ozs.—4 lbs. 6 0zs. ... 2
‘ lh!'- ? 'DH-.-—" lbﬂ- 15 DIS. e maa sEw e 29
'5 Ibﬂ.—ﬁ lm. E ﬂ'ﬂ. mnw - e B mew ]5‘4

There were two neonatal deaths, one due to aspiration pneumonia after 21
hours and the other due to inhalation bronchopneumonia after 19 hours.

2. Home confinement with subsequent admission to hospital - 148

Forty-two were nursed by the premature baby midwives on
discharge. (This figure includes one born in 1960 and discharged
1961).

There were 6 sets of twins and 4 babies of twin deliveries.
The weight distribution was as follows :—

2 Ibs. 3 ozs, and under 2
2 Ibs. 4 0zs.—3 lbs. 4 ozs. ... 13
3 lbs. 5 ozs.—4 lbs. Bozs. ... 56
4 lbs. 7 0zs.—4 1bs. 15 ozs. ... a7
5 lbs. —35 lbs. 8 ozs. ... 35
Not weighed ... 1

The time lapse before admission to hospital, which is of considerable
importance, varied as under:—

Under 2 hours .. 119
Ovwver 2 hours and under 6 hours ... 21
Over 6 hours and under 12 hours ... [
Over 12 hours and under 24 hours 2

Admissions to hospital were for the following reasonsi—small babies (69),
poor condition (25), hospital booking (20), twins (12), poor home conditions (7),
small babies of twin delivery (6), unbooked or emergency list B.B.A. (5), cyanotic
attacks (2), infection (1), and P.P.H. with inverted uterus (1).

There were 17 neonatal deaths, due to prematurity (4), intra-ventricular
haemorrhage (3), hyaline membrane disease (3), tentorial tear (1), maldevelopment
(1), bronchopneumonia (1), congenital heart disease (1), subdural and intra-
ventricular haemorrhgae (1), oesophageal atresia (1), respiratory distress syndrome
(1).
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HEALTH VISITING

(SECTION 24—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946)

On the 31st December, 1961, the Department employed the equiva-
lent of one hundred and seventeen health visitors (113 whole time and 6
part-time) an increase of eleven as compared with the one hundred and six
available on 31st December, 1960,

Visited children under five years reached 88,944 (an increase of
2,456 on the 1960 figure) giving a case load of seven hundred and sixty per
health visitor, as compared with eight hundred and sixteen in 1960,
This allowed for more specialised work in relation to the family as a whole.

Health Visitors' Training Centre
1. HEearLTH VisiTors' TrAINING COURSE

The thirty-ninth course of training for the Health Visitors’ Certificate
of the Royal Society for the Promotion of Health commenced on the 2nd,
October, 1961. The examination will take place in Birmingham on the
2nd, 3rd, 12th and 13th July, 1962.

The response to the advertisements for Birmingham assisted students
showed a slight increase on the previous year. An analysis of the one
hundred and forty-one applications is shown in the following table:—

Applications ... e, SRR S R S PR T |
Application forms not retumed 53
Applications without the required qua.l;ﬁcatmns 5
Applications considered to be unsuitable 15
Failed entrance examination ... 22
Failed to attend for entrance e:a.mmatm-n o e o 4
Failed the selection committee . 4
Applications withdrawn ... 12
Applications too late ... 6
Accepted b}rnther local authnnt:es 3

Seven other local health authorities submitted nineteen candidates
for training and the City Education Department sent two candidates
making a total of thirty-eight students.

The preliminary interview and entrance examination was held at
weekly intervals throughout the early months of 1961. On these
occasions small groups of applicants met in the Training Centre to write
the test and take part in discussion on training with the tutors. Successful
candidates were later invited to attend the Selection Committee.

On 16th October, 1961, after twenty-three years in the old University
buildings, the Training Course removed from its old premises in 10, Great
Charles Street to the sixth floor of Trafalgar House. The student health

visitors with their usual adaptability quickly settled in their new centre
to resume their training.
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The Health Visitors' syllabus continues to be covered by two hundred
and twenty lectures which are supplemented by tutorials, seminars and
discussions. Easy access to the Health Education Demonstration Room
has made it possible for lecturers and tutors to include a wide range of
interesting films, film strips and slides to illustrate their teaching. Through-
out the course students are encouraged to read widely and time for private
study is included in their programmes. To assist them an up-to-date
library, daily papers and current editions of professional publications

are provided. To give the students an opportunity to exchange ideas on

topics of mutual interest with other students, plans are under consideration
for the arrangement of discussion groups in which student health visitors
and students from the courses on social studies under the direction of
the College of Commerce, will take part.

We are again indebted to all those who kindly make it possible for
the students to make so many interesting and helpful visits of observation,

Practical training is undertaken in the Health Department where
comprehensive programmes are arranged for the students to study all
aspects of the health visitors’ work. The Education, Welfare and
Children’s Departments of the Corporation also make a valuable contrib-
ution to their training.

The Public Health Departments of Coventry, Dudley, Smethwick,
Walsall, West Bromwich, Wolverhampton, Shropshire, Staffordshire,
Warwickshire and Worcestershire continue to provide facilities for prac-
tical training. We are extremely grateful to these authorities for their
carefully planned programmes which enable the students to widen their
knowledge of health visiting, and for their interest in our Course.

In 1961 the Royal Society of Health revised its examination procedure.
The previous method of examining large numbers of candidates at specific
examination centres was discontinued. Instead, the examination is now
held in each training centre and is conducted by a panel of external and
internal examiners approved by the Royal Society of Health. Forty-nine
students of the 1960-61 course entered for the Health Visitors' Certificate
Examination in June, 1961. Forty-six students were successful. The other
students successfully re-entered for the examination in September and
December.

2. TraNING oF HEALTH VIisiTOR AND DiSTRICT NURSE TUTORS

Seven health visitor and two district nurse tutor students from the
Royal College of Nursing, London, spent the first two weeks of December
in Birmingham. Among the group were students from South Africa,
Ghana and St. Lucia, West Indies. During their visit they met the sectional
heads of the Health, Education and Welfare Departments of the Corpor-
ation for lectures and discussions. Individual programmes were also
arranged to cover the students’ many and varied requests to observe
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practical work in both statutory and voluntary services. On leaving
the City letters of appreciation were received, and one student from
overseas wrote “I shall always remember Birmingham, and all the people
I met there with a feeling of great pleasure.”

3. TRrRAINING OF STUDENT NURSES IN PuBLic HEALTH

During the year 1961 the training centre made arrangements for
sixty-nine lectures to be given to student nurses in the following hospitals:-

All Saints Hospital (6 visits of observation) ... ]
Rl B Blowpdtall oo a0 e i s e e 24
St. Chad’s Hospital 5
Selly Oak Hospital 14
The United Birmingham Hospitals ... 20

4. StTANDING CONFERENCE ON HEALTH VISITORS' TRAINING

Dr. D. F. Mahon, Administrative Medical Officer of Health, and Mrs-
Hague, Senior Health Visitor Tutor, regularly attended meetings of
Standing Conference held at the Ministry of Health as representatives of

the Birmingham Training Course.

Visits of Student Nurses, etc.

Four hundred and fifty-two nurses from nurse training schools in
Birmingham accompanied health visitors during the course of their visit-
ing and attended clinics at welfare centres. This shows a steady increase
over the figures of three hundred and twenty-one in 1959 and four hundred
and twenty-one in 1960,

Health wvisitors also co-operated in the training of other professional
students, i.e. medical students sixty-two; student health visitors forty-
nine; student midwives one hundred and twenty-nine; student district
nurses forty-five; student nursery nurses fifty-four; public health tutor
students nine; social study students forty and staffs of children’s homes
twenty-four.

In addition to the above, visits of observation were arranged for
doctors and nursing officers from various parts of Great Britain and from
such countries as China, Pakistan, Ghana, Greece, Turkey and Denmark.

Health Education and the Health Visitor

Health Visitors continued to undertake group teaching during clinic
sessions at welfare centres, in schools and to youth and adult groups.
They also gave talks to expectant and nursing mothers at general prac-
titioners’ clinics held at their own surgeries. During the year 7,018
attendances were made at health talks given at general practitioners’
surgeries. Parents’ evening meetings held at welfare centres, at which there
were 1,249, attendances, gave opportunity for teaching and obtaining the
co-operation of both parents.

127












—————

—————— =

]

¥

THE HOME NURSING SERVICE
(SECTION 25—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946)

Although the number of patients dealt with was smaller than last
year it is interesting to note from the following table that an increased
number of visits were paid to a greater number than previously. It was
in fact possible to afford a more comprehensive service, as the example
given below clearly indicates.

A patient who had suffered a stroke with a residual paralysis required
attention not only to his toilet and pressure areas but also dressing,
exercising and help with some simple form of diversional therapy.

Number of patients who have had | Number of visils to patienls who

more than 24 visits during the year | have had morve than 24 visits during
the vear
1955 2,555 182,689
1956 2,702 220,151
1957 2,710 222,209
1958 3,058 259,553
1959 2,485 207,761
1960 2,553 229,914
1961 2,539 271,20

The great stride forward in recent years in the field of rehabilitation

[ ‘has made the district nurse acutely aware of the limitations of her

knowledge in this direction. Every effort is made to keep the district
nurse informed of the changes taking place by arranging regular attendance
at refresher courses, lectures on relevant subjects at quarterly district
nurse meetings and local discussion groups at the district nursing centres.
Even so these methods in themselves are not sufficient and two further
schemes have been carried out which are proving very successful.

For both of these we are greatly indebted to the Regional Hospital
Board, the Matrons and Hospital Management Committees of the Hospitals
concerned and especially Dr. Nagley the Senior Consultant at Summerfield
Hospital. Through his co-operation and that of the Senior Physio-
therapist, three groups of district nurses attended the physiotherapy
department to receive instruction in methods of rehabilitation. During the
eight sessions which they attended, the district nurses were shown how
they could improve patients who had suffered a stroke or were suffering
from arthritis. It was only possible to give a small proportion of the district
nurses this experience, but those who attended were specially selected in
the hope that they would impart their knowledge gained to their colleagues,
who, after obtaining the approval of the general practitioner would use it
for the benefit of the patients. It was encouraging to learn that subse-
quently many patients became much more mobile and independent than
hitherto, one person suffering with arthritis who had been bedfast for years
was now up and walking a few steps.
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District Nurse Training

District nurse training is not a statutory requirement although the
Ministry of Health does concede that district training for the State Regi-
stered Nurse is desirable and the officers responsible for administering
a district nursing service know by experience that a much better service
is given to the patient by those who have undergone district training.
In the past, however, many married State Registered Nurses entered
the service to enhance the family earnings. And although these nurses
recognised the need for training in district work they did not feel able to
accept the reduced salary in the form of training allowance during the
training period. In June of this year the Whitley Council issued a circular
recommending that “‘a nurse who has had not less than two years experience
of, and is engaged in duties involving district nursing, may be seconded
at the discretion of the employing authority to undertake a course of
district nurse training. The seconding authority should make up the
difference in salary between that which the nurse receives as a student
district nurse and the salary he or she would have received in the former
post”. As a result of this recommendation it was agreed to offer district
training on these terms to ten existing district nurses who had not taken
the course. One State Registered Nurse had completed the course and
three others were in training at the end of 1961.

Throughout the year twenty-four students took the examination for
the Queen’s Institute of District Nursing. All were successful and received,
in addition to a certificate from the Queen’s Institute, the National
Certificate of the Ministry of Health.

Staff

Six district nursing staff retired from the service this year, one of
whom was a district nursing centre superintendent. The deputy
superintendent at the District Nurse Training Centre was appointed in
her place.

Altogether there were thirty-eight resignations from the service
and one district nurse died after a long illness. Apart from those who
retired, eighteen nurses left the service for domestic reasons, including
pregnancy, four to take up hospital posts, two for district nursing posts
in other areas, two to enter the School Health Service, four on account of
emigration, one to take health visiting training and one to enter a
religious community.

Recruitment for the service was good and compared favourably
- with other years.
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StaFrF oF HoMe NursiNGg SERVICE EMPLOYED oN 31sT DECEMEBER, 1961
Superintendent
Deputy Superintendent ...
Superintendents of District Nursing Centres ...
Assistant Superintendents
State Registered Nurses with District Tra.mm.g Full-time

" " " o - Part-time

State Registered Nurses without Dlstnct Training Full-time
b i i o " Part-time
State Enrolled Nurses Full-time
State Enrolled Nurses Part-time
Student District Nurses ...

monE Do & o=~

The staff included fifteen male nurses.

The district nurses have continued to give student and pupil nurses
from hospital domiciliary experience during their training. Throughout
1961 the following nurses accompanied the district nurses on a daily
round: —

414 nurses undertaking training for the General Register
17 nurses training for the Sick Children's Register
6 nurses training for the Roll
22 nurses training for the Occupational Health Certificate
14 state enrolled nurses taking a Refresher Course

Bathing attendants again made an invaluable contribution to the
Home Nursing Service, nineteen were employed and they attended 6,392
patients and gave 21,536 baths. As the Study Day arranged for bathing
attendants the previous year was so successful it was decided to hold
another in 1961, this proved equally successful and was appreciated by
those who attended.

The Children’s Home Nursing Unit

The nurses working in the Children’s Home Nursing Unit have
attended 1,131 children this year and paid 10,798 visits. One of the great
advantages of this service is that the nurses have sufficient time to give
the nursing attention and treatment required and to accompany the child
to the local welfare centre or hospital, thus maintaining a continuity of
care and close co-operation with the other services. Their work covers
mainly two types of illness, children who are acutely ill, who receive a
course of treatment and are quickly off the books and those who through
long term conditions might require attention for several years. The extent
to which such children can be helped is shown by the case of John:—

John, the first child, born in hospital, was discharged when two weeks
old. The Children's Home Nurse was asked to visit as he had been born
with a spina bifida which required daily dressing. John's parents had
been informed that the prognosis was not good and although they wished
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to do everything they could for him they were naturally apprehensive.
The mother was particularly anxious about John's condition, she worried
about feeding and handling being very upset that her first child should
have been born with such a disability.

The Children’s Home Nurse came to this family, at a time of great
need, her main purpose in visiting was to dress John's wound each day
and through these regular visits she was able to gain the confidence of the
mother and help her in the day to day management of her baby. The
mother thus reassured and encouraged began to enjoy her baby and her
relaxed manner reacted favourably on the child.

There was excellent liaison between the Children's Home Nurse and
the Health Visitor and John and his mother paid weekly visits to the
Welfare Centre.

Despite early forebodings John began to make good progress, his
wound healed and his weight increased until it was that of a normal
child. Although his family doctor looked after him he continued under
the care of the paediatrician and his progress was carefully watched.
The Children's Home Nurse accompanied John and his mother when they
visited the hospital. The nurse was always invited into the consultation
and her reports were carefully studied.

Eventually it was decided that John should have an operation for
the removal of the myelocele. This was successful and John came back
home and once again the Children's Home Nurse visited to dress the wound.

Four months later the surgeon expressed satisfaction at John's
progress and he decided that a course of physiotherapy would be beneficial.

John's wound has now completely healed and he is attempting to
sit up in his perambulator and to balance himself. His mother maintains
that she could never have brought John through this critical period
without the constant help and support of the Children’s Home Nurse.

Of the 1,131 children attended, 1,076 were new patients, who were in
the following age groups:—

n— 12 !I.'llﬁnﬂ.'ls aaE e aE 3{]3
1— § years . 545
5—14 Fﬁ.‘[‘-’! R LR waw 223
1,076
B

Of these, nine hundred and forty-one were referred by general prac-
titioners, one hundred and twenty-six by hospitals, four by the Public
Health Department and five from other sources.
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During 1961, further additions were made to the range of special
equipment available for loan which included Alternating Pressure Point
Pads (Ripple Bed), Zimmer Patient Lifter, Powell Seat Unit, Stewart
Stansit Chair and a special Latex Foam Cushion for incontinent patients.
Enuresis units have also been purchased and tested and these are now being
made available for loan to approved cases for a trial period (not exceeding
three months) at a charge of 10/-d. per unit except where there is financial
hardship.

A notable increase in the number loaned is shown for special
mattresses and lifting apparatus. The demand for the loan of special
equipment and commodes from the Central Stores has continued unabated
and the number of applications registered each year which increased from
1,609 during 1956 to 2,648 during 1960 rose again to 3,110 during 1961.
Over the same period the number of articles on loan from the Central
Stores increased from 1,687 at the 31st December, 1956 to 3,260 at 31st
December, 1960, and further increased to 3,466 at 31st December, 1961.

The co-operation of patients and their relatives in returning equip-
ment to the department promptly continued to be very gratifying. The
number of items of equipment loaned during the past two years and on
loan at 31st December of each of these years increased with more people
being helped by this service without a corresponding increase in our
stocks of equipment.

Number (selected articles) on loan 31st December

95 increase

1960 1961 in number O increase

on loan in demand
Wheel Chairs 660 689 4.4% 12.89
Commodes 738 774 4.9% 8.79,
Walking Aids 396 516 30.39% 33%
Bedsteads 286 287 - 7.5%,
Spe-r.‘.ia.l Mattresses 180 212 17.7% 25.6%

The collection of the loan charges for equipment loaned from the
Central Stores has now been centralised at the Head Office to relieve the
District Nurses of the burden of collecting monies from the persons they
are nursing. At the same time the system of monthly payment for items
of sick room equipment loaned from District Nursing Centres and the
smaller items of equipment—e.g. Sticks, Crutches, etc., loaned from the
Central Stores was changed to a single payment to be made at the time the
equipment is issued. These changes have reduced the clerical work
involved both at the Centres and at the Head Office without loss of income
from these loan charges.
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TOTAL NUMBER OF PATIENTS DIVIDED INTO STRETCHER AND
SITTING CASES

{Directly provided ambulances)

1957 1958 1959 1960 1961
Stretcher cases ... Ve 75,561 77,432 79,431 78,366 80,982
Sitting cases L2 o 254 691 263,330 270,247 268,310 278,821
TOTALS o .. 330,252 340,762 349,678 346,676 359,803

Trends in this ratio over the past four years are shown:—

RATIO OF SITTING TO STRETCHER CASES
(Directly provided ambulances)

1958 3-40 Y 1
1959 340 1
1960 3-42 : 1
1961 3-44 1

Principal variations in the classified analysis of patients carried by
directly provided ambulances of the Removal Service occurred as follows—

Inereases Clinic cases (all forms of out-patient treatment) ... 14,098
Admissions ... 800
Decreases Discharges ... ke WLEET

Accident Ambulances

Improvement in the staffing position during the year enabled progress
to be made with the manning of accident ambulances by ambulance men.
At the end of the year only two of the nine accident ambulances, those
posted at Central and Harborne Fire Stations, were still manned by
firemen, Substantial benefit accrued from the application of these accident
ambulances to all types of emergency work, without prejudice to normal
accident cover.

There was again an increase in the number of calls and casualties
carried by the Accident Section, the comparative figures being as follows:-

1a640 1961
Calls ... 19,367 20,408
Casualties . 18,481 19,499

Under mutual assistance arrangements with neighbouring Authorities,
the Service provided accident ambulances in response to forty-nine in-
cidents outside the City boundary—seventeen more than in the previous
year.

A detailed analysis of calls, classified injuries, hospitals to which
casualties were conveyed and the number of fatalities, with comparative
figures for the previous year is shown in the following tables:—
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The following table shows the incidence of accident calls during the day

in relation to the age group of casualties :—
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Mutual Assistance

Some 49,055 patients were conveyed on over-the-border journeys
during the year, either outwards from the City or inwards to the City in
pursuance of a policy of the utmost co-operation with neighbouring
authorities to secure economy in the use of ambulances.

Maternity Cases (including Emergency Maternity Service)

A further increase occurred in the number of maternity cases conveyed
from home addresses to the various maternity hospitals during the year,
the total being 9,086 as against 8,981 the previous year.

There were one hundred and thirty-seven calls for ambulances for
the Emergency Maternity Service operated by Loveday Street Maternity
Hospital, as against one hundred and thirty-three in the previous year.
Some 48,591 cases were conveyed to and from Marston Green Maternity
Hospital by the ambulance coach for out-patient treatment. This re-
presents a substantial increase on the figure of 41,163 for the previous year.

Ambulance Control Room

Reorganisation of communications together with extensive alterations
to layout were effected in the Ambulance Control Room at Headquarters
during the year. This became necessary due to the considerable increase
in traffic over the years, major changes in operational procedure following
the introduction of radio and more recently the transfer of the control
of the accident ambulances to the Ambulance Control Room.

Mileage
The following table shows the division of mileage into the three
Sections of the Service over the past five years.

1857 1858 1859 1860 1961
Hospital Remowval
Ambulances ... . 1,531,445 15256686 1,513,621 1,500,111 1,533,559
Accident Ambulances ... 103,615 107,495 127,774 134,258 132,330
Outposted Ambulances ... 95,229 96,288 82,180 66,377 62,453

1,730,280 1,729,449 1,723,575 1,700,746 1,728,342

As illustrated by the following table, through continual efforts to
effect maximum co-ordination of journeys, the trend towards economy
in mileage in relation to the number of patients carried was maintained.

HOSPITAL REMOVAL AND OUTPOSTED AMBULANCES

Cases Carried Mileage Miles per Patient
Year Monthly Avevage Monthly Average Average
1956 27,535 141,001 5.12
1957 27,521 ; 135,556 4.93
1958 28,397 135,163 4.76
1959 29,140 132,983 4.56
1960 28,890 130,540 4.52
1961 29,984 133,001 4.44
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PREVENTION OF ILLNESS, CARE AND
AFTER-CARE

(SECTION 28—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946)

CARE OF THE AGED

The percentage of elderly people in the population continues to
increase making correspondingly heavier demands upon the facilities
provided by the Public Health Department.

During 1961 the special health visitors made 9,512 visits, (including
942 to new cases) in addition to the 2,940 visits made by the district
health visitors in the course of their general duties,

Of the new cases, 70 per cent. were women, a smaller proportion
than last year. 45-7 per cent were living alone, 23-9 per cent. were living
with relatives and 25-2 per cent. with their spouse. 58-2 per cent. were
widowed, 28-4 per cent. were married and 13-4 per cent. were single.

At the beginning of the year the full-time geriatric visiting staff of
three was increased by the secondment of a male district nurse. This
arrangement has proved most satisfactory, as he is able to deal with the
majority of the visits to elderly men, many of whom are more responsive
to the male approach.

The percentage of elderly people living alone is higher this year than
in previous years, and it is these cases which present the most difficult
problems. Many of them need daily help, which cannot be provided
owing te the restriction in the establishment of home helps. Many more
are needed, particularly in the central areas of the City. Adequate regular
help has gone a long way in preventing some of the deplorable conditions
which result from even a few weeks of being on their own. A great deal of
help in some cases continues to be given by friendly neighbours, and their
assistance is particularly appreciated at week-ends and other times
when the services of the local authority cannot be arranged.

Elderly' people living alone are encouraged, if physically possible, to
take part in the life of the community. Birmingham is fortunate in having
well-organised and active voluntary organisations who, by means of their
day centres, voluntary visiting service and clubs, make a valuable con-
tribution to the welfare and happiness of old people.

The bathing service at the Department’s Cleansing Station continues
as in previous years, but cannot expand, owing to limited facilities. The
total number of baths given during the year was 1,477, and one hundred
and thirteen individual old people received this help, which they much
appreciated. Forty-one of these old people were new cases.
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Over 40 per cent. of the total visits made were to elderly people, to ensure
that patients having fractured femurs could make full use of their crutches,
were able to negotiate steps or that a bed had been moved downstairs. In
many instances arrangements were made for the provision of a home help
and in other cases the geriatric health visitors were asked to maintain
further surveillance.

Visits to patients having severe burns and scalds were made by the
psychiatric social worker attached to the Burns Unit, and those of a less
severe nature were seen by the Health Visitor. It was significant that in
fifteen of the twenty-three cases visited there was some disturbance in
the family relationship, due to ill health, incompatibility or other stress
situations.

The following table shows the individual number of patients visited
according to age group and type of accident:—

Adults
over 65 years under 65 years Children

Injuries due to falls 53 4 15

Injuries due to road
accidents 5 3 13
Burns and scalds 2 8 17
Other types of accidents — 5 6
Total B0 18 51

—— —

CHILDREN's HosPITAL

The majority of the visits made during the year were to the homes
of in-patients, to ascertain social conditions. Many of the children referred
for follow-up were suffering from chest conditions, nephritis, rheumatism
or poisoning; others were psychologically disturbed. Visits to the homes
of maladjusted children having behaviour problems of unknown cause
were time consuming but most rewarding. Reassurance was given to the
mothers and helpful reports submitted to the consultants.

An increased number of referrals came from the orthopaedic and eye
consultants with requests to trace those children who had defaulted
in attendance at the out-patient clinics.

DupLEY Roap HospiTAL—CHILD HEALTH DEPARTMENT

The follow-up work of this hospital was again shared by two health
visitors, each giving two sessions a week.

The visitor attached to the Respiratory Clinic investigated adverse
housing conditions in cases of bronchitis and asthma. Other referrals
were on account of feeding problems, congenital defects, pyloric stenosis
and psychological problems etc.

The majority of visits undertaken by the second health visitor were
to homes in the central areas and many were for social reasons, to assess
the need for urgent hospital admission. Close follow-up of patients failing
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QueeN ErizaBerH HospiTaL
As before, the greater number of patients visited suffered from chronic

- conditions such as carcinoma, cerebral disorders, cardiac affections and

other disabling diseases. The problems arising from these were varied
and most categories needed support and reassurance, including advice on
such subjects as diet, hygiene, housing and finance, or the general manage-
ment of the illness and the provision of domiciliary services. Contact with
the hospital medical and nursing staff continued to be helpful and liaison
with the almoners gave insight to the patients’ social problems prior to
discharge.

RovaL OrTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL

Seventy-five per cent. of the visits made during the year were to men
and women of forty years and upwards. Within this group there were
slightly more patients under sixty years of age having received surgery
for osteo-arthritis of hip or knee joints than in the older age groups. Also
in the 40-60 age group visits were made to men and women suffering from
“low back'’ pain. Several of the younger men visited had sustained injuries
during road accidents and a few of the older men were receiving treatment
for old war wounds. Several younger women were visited following
surgery for deformities of feet. Other visits were made on account of
tuberculous joints, limbs affected by poliomyelitis and conditions arising
from congenital defects. In the younger age group visits were made to
the homes of school children defaulting in attendance for treatment of
spastic conditions and defects mostly of legs and feet.

In many cases the Home Help Service proved invaluable but there
was a great need for more social visiting to help relieve the loneliness of

- the elderly disabled.

SELLY OAK HospiTAL

(a) PAEDIATRIC DEPARTMENT

As in previous years visits were made to the homes of most of the
children under five years of age admitted to the paediatric wards. In
addition to this, visits were made to those children who failed to attend
the Out-Patient Department, in order to obtain the co-operation of the
parents in such conditions as anaemia or urinary tract infections where
lengthy follow-up is necessary.

Most of the visits were on account of respiratory infections, anaemia,
urinary tract infections, congenital abnormalities and poisoning.

(b) DiasgTic CLINIC
The health visitor attached to this clinic spent one session a week
at the Out-Patient Department teaching dietary principles and the mode

- of life suitable, to patients ‘with diabetes and their relatives, and a second

session at the hospital or home visiting.
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The Medical Officer of Health was asked to provide information for
the submission of reports to this Joint Committee by the Central Council
for Health Education, the National Association for Maternity and Child
Welfare, and the Birmingham Executive Council; information was supplied
to all these bodies on the content and method of health education in this
city.

Lecture Programme

As in previous years, the main emphasis in Health Education has
been in providing talks to schools, and to youth groups and adult groups
who have requested them. This method of instruction is undoubtedly a
valuable one and attractive to the section for the variety of topics that can
be covered, while at the same time a reasonable number of the public is
reached. In the case of adults, groups are contacted by circulation of a
lecture syllabus in which a wide variety of titles is suggested, although
talks on health subjects outside the set programme can readily be arranged.
The group decides for itself the subjects in which it is interested and
instruction is given by members of the Department who have specialised
knowledge and qualifications; for example, a talk on Dental Caries would
be given by a dental officer, and on Clean Air by a smoke inspector or
medical officer.

Health Education in schools is pursued on slightly different lines,
since in the main a set course of talks is given on a syllabus which has
been found by experience to be most suitable for young people. The two
age groups to which these courses are normally presented are eleven plus,
under the general subject heading of “Hygiene”’, and fourteen plus,
when “Parentcraft” is taken as the theme. 55 per cent. of the secondary
modern schools in the City are now included in this programme, but it
is to be hoped that this proportion can be further increased.

In the schools, talks are given by school health visitors and public
health visitors, and in boys’ classes by male district nurses.

A certain number of lecturers are recruited outside the Department,
and this is particularly helpful when dealing with a highly specialised
problem such as psychological disturbances in children. The section
staff continues to carry a small number of lectures, but their time is
inevitably and increasingly bound up with the organisation and planning
of the programme.

The number of talks and lectures given has risen again this year,
largely through further expansion of the instruction given in schools.
Comparison is given with the previous year's figures as follows:—

Tolal Youth Aduit
Year Sessions Sehools Groups Growups
1960 5,502 3,924 466 1,202
1961 6,294 4,489 521 1,284

The total attendance at youth and adult groups was, however,
slightly lower in 1961—30;000 compared with 33,000 in 1960.
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Films, Film Strips, Posters and Leaflets

The distribution of posters to welfare centres, school clinics and
various Corporation Departments, general practitioners, and factories
continued as in previous years. Posters were also displayed on four
external sites and in twelve display cases at Hurst Street Subway. Posters
were issued at approximately monthly intervals, the subjects covered
during the year were “Coughs and Sneezes”, “Immunisation”, “Dental
Health"”, “Accidents for the Elderly”, “Home Safety for the under 5's”,
“Holiday Safety”, “Feet”, “Smoking and Health”, “Smog"”. Leaflets
on a number of topics have been distributed to welfare centres etc. and,
in addition, two leaflets were prepared mainly for the benefit of immigrants.
A leaflet on Family Health was printed in Bengali and English, and the
other leaflet on “spitting” was printed in English, Bengali and Urdu.
These were intended to inform newcomers about particular aspects of life
in this country, and were given a wide distribution in appropriate areas
of the City, A further seven film strips were obtained by the Section
during 1961. Sound films have been previewed at intervals throughout the
year by members of the Section and other interested persons to assess
their value for showing to lay groups or special audiences.

Radio and Television

In May, a medical officer from the Department was interviewed for
B.B.C. sound radio to answer questions on training centres for the
mentally handicapped, and a second medical officer spoke to “Midland
Magazine'’ on immunisation against poliomyelitis.

The Clean Food Campaign

Lectures given during the year are summarised as follows (1960
figures in brackets):—

Audience No. of Lectures Attendance
Food traders 4 (5) 101 (167)
Lay public 36 (32) 981 (977)

These figures suggest that less interest is shown by the food trader,
but it should be borne in mind that the public health inspector spends a
considerable amount of his time in the education of the food handler, either
individually or in groups, in the course of his routine supervision of food

premises,

A second 13-week evening course of lectures, arranged with the
assistance of the College of Food and Domestic Arts, commenced in
January, attracting over 40 students drawn largely from hospital and
industrial catering establishments. Thirty-nine candidates presented
themselves subsequently for written and oral examination, 38 succeeded
in gaining the Certificate in Hygiene and Food Handling of the Royal
Institute of Public Health and Hygiene.

This course is again included in the syllabus of the College for the
Session 1961-62.
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PRIORITY IN REHOUSING ON
MEDICAL GROUNDS

The arrangements for assessment of the degree of priority on the
grounds of ill-health in an applicant’s family have remained unaltered.
The health visitor, the public health inspector, the general practitioner
and a panel of medical officers in the Department are all concerned before
a final decision is reached and the recommendation to the Housing
Manager includes not only the medical points allocated but, where
necessary, also suggestions as to the type of accommodation believed to
be essential to a particular applicant. In about 19, of applications,
where health gounds are extreme, the medical panel recommends re-
housing outside the points scheme, but only a limited quota is allocated
to general health cases.

APPLICATIONS ON GROUNDS OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS

Type of medicalcondition| POINTS AWARDED | I'mmediate | Total Pey-
to which applicant has , rehousing | appli- | centage
drawn attention NIL| 10 1 20| 30| wecom- calions of
mended total

Nervous conditions 271 | 282 | 144 32 2 731 21-2
General debility 41 | 29 7 5 — 82 2-4
Asthma and

bronchitis 264 | 684 | 251 | 65 8 1272 370
Wounds ... e 6 2 1 1 — 10 -3
Blindness ... 6| 13 9 7 — as 1-0
Arthritis and

rheumatism ‘... 77| 81| 10| 17 3 237 6-9
Orthopaedic conditions

and paralysis ... 66| 28| 30| 2o 7 160 46
Heart and circu-

latory diseases ... 104 | 92| 177 | 100 15 488 14-2
Other physical dis-

abilities including

fits 157 | 84| 45| 19 1 306 8.9
Gastric and

intestinal conditions | 66 @ 33 | 12 9 — 120 35
Totals 1058 | 1308 | 755 | 284 36 3441 100-0%,

There were in addition, 108 referrals, in which there was either no
medical condition or the applicant could not be traced, or, on investigation,
the situation had already resolved itself, often by the applicant acquiring
a satisfactory house.

163












e o gt

S

collaboration with social workers in the rehabilitation and support of
families where a breakdown of family life is imminent. Their value lies
with low income families, usunally with a large number of children, where
the parents are often of low intelligence and inadequate; or where a mother
has succumbed to depression or despair due either to mental or physical
illness and is unable to look after her family. Continuous supportative
help is needed for the inadequate mother but the mother who is normally
well and has succumbed to adverse conditions may sometimes be helped
in a comparatively short space of time to rehabilitate and look after her
family. The methods employed and the nature of the work done vary
according to the personality of the home help but all display tact and
understanding in their attitudes and are undaunted by the very bad
conditions they have sometimes encountered.

The “M"” family is worthy of note as indicative of the type of case
dealt with:—

Mr. and Mrs. “M" are parents of low intelligence with five children
aged between seven and one and a half years. Mrs. M, simple and placid
has no idea how to run a home, Mr. M, immature and lacking in self
confidence, has a poor work record. The children are well nourished and
lively. The strength of the family lies in it’s unity, on it's basically sound
marital state and on a good parent child relationship—a family well worth
helping. In the past there have been poor standards of child care and
hygiene amounting at times almost to physical neglect. The health visitor
and the school health visitor were particularly concerned.

By ensuring minimum standards of cleanliness in the household,
by helping with the budgeting, by attending to the hygiene and physical
care of the children, the home helps have been able to raise the standards
of this family both morally and physically. It is the type of family however
that will need continuous support.

Staff Recruitment

There is no difficulty in obtaining part-time employees but there is
some difficulty in obtaining sufficient full-time employees for family
reasons. This is understandable as widows are penalised unduly in under-
taking full-time employment by their earnings allowance and married
women with or without family, unless there is financial need, feel unable
to absent themselves from home for long hours and are not willing to give
whole time work.

The allocation of home help time is as follows:—

Old persons . » =25 oy 52.59,
Illness of huuﬁemt‘a 31.7%
Maternity cases 13.3%,
Problem and potential prablem families 2.09
Lung tuberculosis ... 5%
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MENTAL HEALTH
(SECTION 51—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946)

One of the main principles underlying the Mental Health Act, 1959,
is a reorientation of the Mental Health Services away from institutional
care towards care in the community. The duties of the local health
authority have increased and broadened and to facilitate the effective
execution of these duties the internal reorganisation of the service,
already approved last year, came into force during the year under review.
The Mental Health Act, 1959, brought to an end the traditional dichotomy
between the services for the mentally ill and for the mentally subnormal.
Community care for the mentally subnormal has a long history and it
has become increasingly clear that the problems of both classes have much
in common; problems of resettlement in the community after institution-
alisation, of employment, of somewhere to live, of family relationships,
of social rejection and isolation. All are equally applicable to both the
mentally ill and the mentally subnormal. With the codification in the
Mental Health Act, 1959, of all legislation relating to the two groups of
the mentally disordered the last barrier to the integration of the work
disappeared. Consequently, the service is now reorganised in central
premises upon a fully comprehensive basis providing a community care
programme for all aspects of mental disorder closely linked with the general
practitioner and the hospital medical services.

The Mental Health Service of the Health Department is now
constituted as follows:—

. MENTAL WELFARE SECTION

#i. FAMILY CARE SECTION

#75. PARENT GUIDANCE CLINIC

1. Mental Welfare Section

The workers of this Section provide a comprehensive community
care service for the mentally disordered under the Mental Health Act, 1959,
and Section 28 of the National Health Service Act, 1946. It undertakes
the functions previously carried out by the Admission Section, the
Community Care Section and the Psychiatric Social Service. The present
staff consists of twenty-three workers, three of whom are psychiatric
social workers and two more who are qualified social workers. The
remaining members of the staff have had several years’ experience in
mental welfare work and nine of them are qualified mental nurses. All the
staff are designated Mental Welfare Officers and undertake the full range
of duties under the Mental Health Act.
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Appreciation must also be expressed to the Chief Welfare Officer,
who has continued to allow former mental patients to share in the work of
the occupation centres and general outwork facilities provided by his
Department. This has been a most helpful arrangement and a selected
number of patients have clearly benefited from this provision.

During the year there has been continued liaison and co-ordination
with the health visitors. The health visitor is in a unique position to
identify at an early stage family stresses and situations which may
produce mental breakdown. Close co-operation between her and the
mental welfare officer is an essential element in any preventive mental
health programme. Various aspects of co-ordinated action have been
examined in the year under review. It is hoped that an even closer
co-ordination will develop in future years, but it must be accepted that
the fullest development of this rests primarily on the increased avail-
ability of both types of staff.

HostELs

The following is an analysis of ex-psychiatric hospital patients who,
during the period under review, have been accommodated in the two
hostels provided by the Local Health Authority. Such persons are allowed
to reside at the hostels for a period not exceeding six months. During this
time they are helped by the warden and the mental welfare officers to
obtain employment and become rehabilitated into the community.

MALE HOSTEL FEMALE HOSTEL

Complement—12 beds. Complement—12 beds,

No. admitted T No. admitted e 40

Already in residence ... e 10 Already in residence il |
32 51

Dispasal Dispasal

Discharged to lodgings . AT Discharged to lodgings ... e 20

Discharged to home or relat:wes 4 Discharged tc home or relatives 3

Returned to hospital ... ey Returned to hospital i )

Still in residence ... AL Died dagnt il
—_ Obtained resident an Croey 4
32 Still in residence ... AT

The number of females accommodated exceeds that of the males.
This is partly due to the fact that the male hostel was completely re-
decorated during the latter part of the year and in consequence it was
necessary to limit the number of residents in order to allow for the transfer
of beds. Furthermore, the number of females referred for accommodation
always exceeds that of the males.
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The Centre also undertakes outwork for local firms, which consists of
carding and packing toilet goods. This has proved an unqualified success,
the girls have become very adept at this work and in their own eyes they
have achieved the status of workers as they have had the added incentive
of earning a little money. The profits earned are distributed among the
girls according to the number of hours worked on the basis simply of the
number of hours’ work they have done. In no case has the amount
exceeded more than {1 per month and therefore any entitlement to
National Assistance has not been affected.

As in previous years the children were taken on outings to places of
interest and visited the pantomime. “Open Days” were arranged and
each Centre had a Christmas party. During the summer a party of senior
girls spent a week's holiday at Rhyl and a party of junior children at
Fairbourne.

Most of the trainees attending the Junior Special Training Centre
and the Senior Girls' Special Training Centre travel by public service
vehicles and fares are paid by the Health Committee. Guides are provided
where necessary. Seventy-five physically handicapped, severly subnormal
cases were conveyed by private hire cars.

Seventy mentally subnormal children, unable to attend training
centres, received training by Home Teachers in their own homes.

The Senior Special Training Centre for males at Aldridge Road, Perry
Barr, Birmingham, was opened on the 10th April, 1961, with a nucleus of
one hundred trainees. At the end of December, 1961, there were one
hundred and sixty-three on the register. This Centre serves the whole
of the City and the majority of the trainees are conveyed by five special
buses which work to a strict timetable, picking up boys at pre-arranged
points en route. A guide accompanies the boys on each bus. This has
meant considerable organisation and great assistance has been given by
Birmingham City Transport Department in mapping out the routes.
Each bus takes approximately one hour on its journey to the Centre.

The trainees’ time is devoted mainly to industrial processes usually
performed by normal adults and, after the initial difficulty of persuading
manufacturers to entrust such operations to the Centre, work is now
having to be refused. Selection can now be made of the most suitable
operations and concentration of efforts encouraged. About 50,000 items
per week pass through the Centre, involving widely different operations
of varying degrees of complexity and the trainees appreciate this oppor-
tunity of working, within their limitations, at normal activities. Time is
also allocated for recreative and cultural activities and further extensions
in this field are planned to encourage the trainees towards a fuller and
more enjoyable life.
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with the health visitors in some of the Infant Welfare Centres (where
~ early detection of problems of family maladjustment may be hoped for),
~ and accepts referrals also from the Housing Management Department
and other social agencies. Until the planned increase in establishment can
be implemented, referrals are being accepted only from the inner ring of
the City and not all requests for help can be met. A small group of specially
- selected home helps are attached to the Section. They work in close
collaboration with the social workers, and have achieved some very satis-
factory results.

The presenting problems of the families referred are often acute,
- e.g. extreme disorder and child neglect in the home; high rent arrears and
threatened eviction; acute marital disharmony; overwhelming debt;
voluntary unemployment. Often the problems are multiple and sympto-
matic of the underlying inadequacies of intelligence and personality, and
usually the family is suffering stress from the pressures of society from
~without as well as from their own internal conflicts. Some of the problems
~ are chronic; for nearly all, long-term patient work is called for, aimed at
the preservation and enrichment of family life. Success with some
 families is relative, but by the relief of external pressures, the interpretation
“of a family’s special needs to other agencies, the provision of friendship
~and support, and sometimes of practical help, most of the families are
helped to achieve some change; some of them achieve a great deal.

IIl. Parent Guidance Clinic

During the year one hundred and twenty-two cases were referred to
the Parent Guidance Clinic, an increase of twenty-six cases on last year.
' This reflects the fact that an additional social worker was appointed to
the staff in May. This now consists of a full-time psychiatric social worker,
two full-time social workers, and one full-time secretary, whilst the visiting
psychiatrist continues to attend for one session a week. In part the effect
of staff increases has been offset by the continued arrangement whereby
the psychiatric social worker is lent for one day a week to the psychiatric
clinic at the Children’s Hospital.

A total of forty-seven talks and lectures have been given by staff
members during the year, mainly to groups of mothers, including some
referrals from the new scheme for mothers’ clubs run by the W.V.5.
: ﬁ the other hand the work with neglectful mothers at Winson Green
@‘ﬁm has ceased since the closing down of the women's side of the prison,

m a slight decrease in the total number of talks given during the
‘year. Lectures have also been given to health visitor students, student
-nurses, and mental welfare officers, on the work of the Clinic.
- The arrangement to supply social worker staff for the Children’s
‘Hospital Clinic has worked smoothly, and there has been a steady increase
in the referral of patients there. This work entails contact with schools
within the area, and some home visiting, giving a total of two hundred
and thirty interviews during the year.
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There were three deaths.

1. A boy, b. 22.4.60, died in the Children's Hospital, the cause of death
being status epilepticus.

2. A boy, b. 1.1.60, died in Whiston Hospital, Liverpool, of broncho-
pneumonia. He had been transfererd for a short period from
Erdington Cottage Homes to Orchard Dene Home, Nr. Liverpool, a
short stay home for severely subnormal children.

3. A boy, b. 12.5.61, died in Wychbury House Nursery on 23.11.61 of
bronchopneumonia.

Boarded-out Children

The number of children boarded-out in Birmingham on 31.3.61 in
terms of the Boarding-Out of Children Regulations, 1955, together with
children in lodgings and residential employment was 488 compared with
441 on 31.3.60.

The health of the children has been good. Arrangements were made
for most of the younger children to have routine medical examinations
at infant welfare centres.

In special cases boarded-out children are medically examined by their
own general practitioners or are taken individually by the foster mother to
the nearest infant welfare centre.

There has been a rise in the number of children admitted to short
term foster homes. It has been found possible to board-out children
successfully in spite of difficulties, including those with handicaps of
various kinds and children requiring special nursing care.

Twenty-six children have attended or been admitted to hospitals for
various reasons and three have had periods of convalescence.

Residential Nurseries
FieLp House  Capacity 40

At the beginning of the year many of the children had heavy colds
and coughs and a little Jamaican boy was admitted to Hilltop Hospital,
Bromsgrove, with empyema requiring surgical intervention from which
he finally made a good recovery.

During April, May and June there were measles and chickenpox
epidemics, 24 children having measles and 21 chickenpox. There were
8 cases of German measles.

One child was admitted to Hayley Green Hospital with pneumonia
following measles and two children were admitted to the Corbett Hospital
with inflamed glands of the neck which proceeded to abscess formation.
One child was admitted to the Children's Hospital with acute bronchitis
and anaemia.
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NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS, 1948 & 1951

COMPULSORY REMOVAL

During 1961 there was a decrease in the number of cases referred for
removal under the National Assistance Acts. Twenty-eight cases were
investigated (26 women and 2 men).

In the majority of cases it was possible to provide adequate facili-
ties in their own homes, and two were persuaded to enter a Welfare Home.
Two cases, however, needed hospital admission, and it was necessary to
remove them compulsorily, one is reported below

An elderly widow, aged eighty-six, lived alone, with several cats.
She had kept a small tobacconist and sweet shop, and lived in the room at
the back. Owing to failing health she became unable to look after the
shop, and the business deteriorated. Being a very determined old lady,
she refused to accept the situation, being quite sure that she would be
able to start it up again. However, her general condition became worse,
and hospital treatment was considered necessary. It was impossible to
look after her adequately at home, and as she refused the offer of a bed, it
was necessary to remove her under the emergency powers.

INCIDENCE OF BLINDNESS

Statistics
- The total number of registered blind persons remains virtually static.
Tokl Registered  Blind Blind Blind Blind over
Year end Blind Children Men Women 6§ years
1956 1,730 61 720 949 953
1957 1,721 61 706 954 965
1958 1,703 62 698 943 870
1959 1,705 62 698 945 961
1960 1,704 61 698 945 851
1961 1,711 58 700 953 a70

In each of the past four years the number of blind women has exceeded
the number of blind men by 35 per cent.

The Blind Register :
Additions to Register 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961

Certified Blind ... SRR T 232 169 144 189 172 121
Immigrants to B'ham ... 13 20 18 24 21 23 30
Reincluded on the register 1
Deletions from Register
Through death ... .. 163 150 162 158 180 165 173
Left Birmingham 28 27 30 21 25 30 35
Sight improved 1 3 4 7 3 1 3
Removals from Register for administrative reasons 4

Among those newly certified blind in 1961 were six children.
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7
... B unknown,

31st December, 1961

ns B.D.8 received in the Health Department and relating to
certified blind persons and to those blind already who moved into
am, fell into the following categories.

37 _Cuna‘euitu.lsyphﬂm

«s« 98 Trauma.. .

¢ ..« 20 Diabetes £l

nital and hereditary *Other causes .. s s
e * These include senility, cause

arterio-sclerosis, hyper-

tension, cerebral tumour.

1
1
18
86

Men Women Childven Tobal
o pisa 7 7
— — 2 2
e Sl 28 28
e by 2 2
— — 2 2
e L 8 8
— — 1 1
e e 8 8

1 5 —_ 6

6 1 —_ 7
— B2 — 2
97 16 — 113
113 44 — 157
4 2 — (]
10 8 - 18
13 11 — 24
38 1 — 39
17 —_ 19
347 731 —_ 1,078
32 63 — 95
23 45 — BB
— 21 — 21
700 8953 58 1,711







‘he causes of loss of vision and the treatment recommended were

Cause of Disability

Retrolental
Cataract | Glaucoma | Fibroplasia Others
of cases registered |
th year in mpuztd
B.D.B recommends :
16 6 — 42
t (Medical,
46 26 123
of cases at (i) (8)
‘which on follow-up
the year end had
10 10 - 56

mtnmmtnmhmnt

_Munﬁlﬂw&mh&r lEI'ED
"inpnmplu‘heluc['ta}ra, failed right eye

Wa B s e B e e

Men Women Children  Total
heme ... ... 4 63 104
ies and institutions 6 31 4 41
| 17 94 4 145
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Qﬁﬂﬂpmﬂﬂchmhldﬂiﬂhualﬂ ﬂpana;lrnchmla

puﬁallyuighhd school 1, ES.N.9) ... e 22
Home tuition and training = 19
‘Training centre 18

mmm

S Mfmthuphyﬂcaﬂyhmdkappad 3

~ Other special schools (open air school 2, ES.N. 4, hoapitﬂ

~ school 5, Blind School 1) e 12
"iﬂﬁhﬁwﬂ for the mentally b e 7

g at home—ineducable . L 18
g at home—educable, and a'nitmg planemant 6

Total known cerebral palsy patients 5 to under 15 years 328

E imated population 5 to under 15 years 169,200

“fimﬂs AND OVER

| at school or receiving home tuition ... 21
g ' 27
work, housewives 14

7

147

Spastic Association Work Centre 23
14

for mentally subnormal 44

or spastics’ homes 8

= 3

72

known cerebral palsy patients aged 15 years and over 380
———

bral palsy patients of all ages in Birmingham - 759
——

re Committee of the City Council maintained six spastics
es, assisted fifteen spastics with holidays and five had the
on sets. Twenty-seven spastics took part in the Handicraft
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_. [RST AID AND STAFF WELFARE SERVICE,
HEDIGAL EXAMINATIONS, CREMATIONS

t Aid and Staff Welfare Service

‘The first full year spent at the Medical Examination Centre and
at Bush House has shown a steady increase in the number of
- attending for advice and/or treatment, due partly, no doubt,
the realisation that a much better service is now available than was
sible in the severely restricted accommodation at Baskerville House,

At the Council House too, the figures are up on last year’s total,

icating that patients have complete confidence in the skill and personal
on given by the nursing staff.
Visits were made to several Corporation Departments and sub-
ns in connection with their First Aid and Staff Welfare arrangements
mprovements were recommended where necessary. On the Whﬂ'tﬂ,
lities provided were of a high standard.

The vacancy caused by the voluntary resignation of the Sister-in-
e, after more than five years valuable service, was filled by a
. Regis Nurse, with Industrial Health Service experience.

SURGERY ATTENDANCES

1961 1960

3,952 3,733

1,984 1,363 Baskerville House
to the 7th June

5,936 5,096 then Bush House

from 8th June.

1 Examinations
e Corporation has over 45,000 employees and thirty separate
il

figures given below relate only to the Medical Examinations
at by the Medical Officer for Corporation Staff Welfare and do

1. The School Health Service Medical Officers on bebalf of the
- Education Department.
..I'

2. The panel of General Practitioners.

3. Other doctors with whom certain Corporation Departments
have special arrangements.
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FOOD AND DRUGS

A summary of the work of the Analytical Laboratory in connection
- with the sampling of food and drugs for quality examination is contained
earlier in this report.

This chapter deals in the main, with the purit}" of food stuffs, with
particular reference to the supervision of the premises, equipment and
persons engaged in the preparation and serving of food.

It has already been demonstrated that incidents of infection resulting

the consumption of food continue to occur—even in the most up-to-

ate establishments—and there is ample proof that these incidents result
either from some faulty technique of preparation etc., as described in
last year’s report or through fault of the individual by reason of neglect of
one or more of the regulations imposed, notably that of notification of
the various infections listed as notifiable in the Food Hygiene Regulations,
: In the circumstances, therefore, it is logical that all food preparation

~ premises and, indeed, all “food handling” should continue to be subjected

- to close supervision and that those foods in the preparation of which a
~ greater risk of contamination with pathogenic bacteria may occur, should
~ be given greater attention.
v No reference will be made to retail food shops, these being delegated
hthe Markets and Fairs Committee and their supervision resting with the
Food Inspection Department.
- While co-operation is readily obtained from managementsinregard to
iu:.l:ty structure, the investigation of outbreaks of infection illustrates only
~ too often that the hygiene of food handlingisleft tolook after itself, and that
mnhnuuus education is required both at managerial level and on the

“kitchen floor”’. With frequent staff changes and employment of untrained
g rhnﬂlers, it is imperative that either the manager himself or a senior
o , suitably trained, briefed and empowered, should exert a daily
Htlﬂnmona]lthehtchen staff. For that reason the introduction of a Food
Rj‘g:ene Course inte the annual curriculum of the College of Food and
) ‘Domestic Arts has been welcomed. This course is now in its third year and

- will continue for there has been no lack of demand from industrial canteens,
- and, recently hospitals in the region.

During the year inspectors engaged on district duties made a total of
m visits to premises as follows:—

s Visits to cafes, hotels, restaurants, ea.ting houses, clubs, school

Visits to bakehouses ... : 127
Visits to licensed premises whers fmdmsuld 669
Special visits to licensed premises ... e 571
7.548

- Visits to milk shops ... 105
' 7,853
—_—






re being returned to the barrel and breweries have admitted that
teria and wild yeast have affected or spoilt the bulk beer in the barrel.
id this happening certain breweries have fitted to the beer pumps

pipes which are placed direct into the bucket in the bar and the
ed beer is blended at a controlled rate with the freshly drawn beer.

;' -tmdem adding waste beer from service trays and customers’ glasses
e overspill by way of the drip tray or bucket. There is also nisk in
' customers’ glasses from which they have been drinking, for the
side of such glasses usually receives a washdown in beer which drains
ito the drip trays.

- Malpractices in connection with the service of beer have been observed
number of occasions by inspectors and have been taken up with the
e. In ten cases it was necessary to write to the brewery concerned
in one case legal proceedings were authorised.

There is little doubt that the reservice of spilled beer is aesthetically
ell as hygienically undesirable—a fact which has now been recognised
t least one large brewery firm who discourage its sale and make an
llowance for spillage to their licensees.

- The solution is not an easy one in view of the factors involved but it is
hat the use of glasses with line measures instead of the present brim
would be a major improvement and would reduce spillage.
e countries the sale of spilled or waste beer is forbidden by law and
ng matter such as methyl violet is required to be placed in any
ray or other receptacle for waste beer.

le Canteens
hawker of food, which term includes the operator of a mobile
, must be registered under the provision of Section 42 of the .
ngham Corporation Act, 1948, before he can operate in the City.
re eight new applications for registration and one cancellation
registration during the year so that there were fifty-one
mobile canteens registered in the City at the year end.
- this Section, no one, other than a person keeping open shop for the
pod, shall either by himself or by any person employed by him,
T or expose for sale any food from any cart, barrow or other vehicle
W basket, pail, tray or other receptacle unless he is registered
ﬁm'purahun In addition, if it is necessary to use premises for
ge of food intended for such sale from any cart, barrow, etc.,
premises must also be suitable and registered by the Corporation.
provisions of the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960,
these cases and the general standard of food hygiene observed by
ators of mobile canteens was found to be uniformly satisfactory

'y readily co-operated with the inspectors in remedying any
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o T'ubercu]m Tested Licences were issued to the seven dairies licensed to
~ paste , for the production of Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) milk.
t "iu wrth}* of note that approximately 95 per cent. of all milk processed
2 city dairies is tuberculin tested milk, and it would seem logical that
specific designation, “Tuberculin Tested” should become obsolete

With the introduction of the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations,
9, under which licences are granted at five yearly intervals, the inspec-
of shops selling bottled milk reverted to the milk and dairies section
g the year, and at the end of the vear 2,590 licences in respect of the

" The following complaints were received during the year:—

GENERAL

;. Bacteriological spoilage

FROM SCHOOLS
ﬁhtudmmatmrinbuﬂm R T e 3
~ Glass in bottles 5
Mnbﬁtﬂu 1

. “Peculiar taste” 1

One bottle suspected of bacterial contamination by the complainant
d no specific cause for complaint, while six, sent from a school
a mpdmt of peculiar chalky taste, were found to be perfectly

€ mtruductmn during the year of a deposit charge on milk bottles
effect of securing a more rapid return of empty bottles from the
householder but those returned to the dairies from factories,
sites, etc., still show an unduly high proportion which have been
or are in such a condition that washing by means of the ordinary
 not effective. These suspect bottles either have to be destroyed
vashed as a preliminary to ordinary washing, involving the dairy
1 a great deal of expense and exposing them to the risk of an
nal bottle escaping the vigilance of the viewers on the bottle lines.
* dairy firm has installed detectors to detect the presence of caps in
* bottles and these operate very effectively, but the dairy trade is still
: ing a detector which will automatically reject a bottle showing any
form of contamination.
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crease of eighteen was wholly accounted for during the period
nples are required to be kept overnight at a temperature of
. during the period 1st November to 30th April) as against the
requirement that they should be kept overnight at atmospheric

emperature until examined.
mples taken from vending machines again showed the greatest
tion of failures. Except in two instances in which the refrigeration

ive, these failures were due to the lack of care on the part of the
ncerned in ensuring that old milk was removed from the machines,

total of sixty-seven samples (not included in the above figures)
lared “void"” owing to excessive atmospheric shade temperature.

() STERILISED MILK No. of samples taken No. of

for Turbidity Test failuses
70 Nil
56 Nil

nd Bottle washings

of sixty bottle samples were taken and of these fifty-three
te count of two hundred or less. One of these, with a plate count
Ihufwﬂ the presence of B. Coli. Repeat sampling after investi-
ose samples showing unduly high counts produced satisfactory

t per Churn Classification No. of samples
Satisfactory 48

Fairly satisfactory 3e

" churn and was, in consequence, down-graded to the next
B. Coli tests were negative in all cases.
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Iced Lollipops

Of thirty-four premises registered at the beginning of the year, five
were removed from the register, leaving a total of twenty-nine at the end
of the year registered for manufacture.

Premises registered for sale only at the end of the year numbered
3,200 compared with 3,167 at the end of 1960. There were one hundred

and fifty-four new registrations and one hundred and twenty-one
cancellations during the year.

In addition to the above, twenty-nine registrations were granted to
persons only in respect of sales vehicles.

Three hundred and twenty-four samples were submitted for B. Coli
estimation and of these seven gave positive results. Six of these came from
premises outside the City and the Medical Officers of Health of the districts

concerned were notified. Subsequent re-sampling of the lollipops concerned
gave satisfactory results.

Iced lollipops were also submitted to either the methylene blue or
the plate count test (the plate count test being superseded by the pH test
in September) according to the nature of the lollipop (i.e. whether it

contains or is suspected of containing a proportion of ice-cream, or is a
straightforward fruit juice lollipop).

The results of these examinations were as follows:—
Methylene Blue Test on 162 samples of lollipops conlaining ice cream:
Grade 1-153; Grade 2-9
Plate Count Test on one hundred and thirty-six samples of fruit juice
lollipops.

Colony Count per 1 ml of lollipop after 48 hours incubation at 37°C.

Nil 25 501-1,000 1
l_lm B #A nmw mad L “.15 mer slﬂm 2
101-500 ... 1 uncountable 2

pH Test on 28 samples all gave a reading less than 4-5.

The samples reported as giving a count of over 5,000 or uncountable
came from one outside city manufacturer. After reference to the Medical
Officer of Health of the area concerned, subsequent samples were satis-
factory.

BAKEHOUSES AND CONFECTIONERY BAKEHOUSES

The general standard of hygiene of these premises has been 1!:!'&11
maintained, the ready co-operation on the part of managements having
been accorded where improvement was deemed necessary.

The number of premises operating in the City continued to decline
during the year, there being seventy-seven at the end of the period as
compared with eighty-two in the previous year.
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Thirty-three premises are solely engaged in the manufacture of cake
confectionery, two restrict their activities to the baking of bread and the
naining forty-two manufacture both bread and confectionery in varying

B O] ‘m

Visits of inspection have been made to the smaller premises at
approximately six monthly intervals as part of routine district public
alth inspection, while thirteen larger establishments have been under

> constant supervision by the Milk and Dairies Section. The extensive
in the confectionery bakery of imitation cream and of dried and frozen
or egg albumen and the laboratory record of these commodities
uire their handling to be under the strictest supervision, and three or
four inspections of these establishments are normally made every month.

:-u-:'l AtiIor Gr&ﬂm

Routine sampling, (a) at the larger confectionery bakeries, supervised
' the Milk and Dairies Section, and (b) at the smaller bakeries under
rvision of the Chief Public Health Inspector, has given the following

Tes | o —

Number of Samples
Source of Colony Count (a) Larger (b) Smaller
samples per 1 mi. bakeries bakeries
ned Container v Nl 28 13

1— 1,000 82 32

1,001— 10,000 11 3

10,001—100,000 2 Nil

100,001—500,000 2 Nil

X Over 500,000 Nil 1

125 49

T i

Mixing Bowl Nil 24 1
R 1— 1,000 71

1,001— 10,000 7 3

10,001—100,000 1 2

100,001—500,000 1 1

Over 500,000 1 Nil

105 50

e e

In?estlgatmn for presence of B. Coli, carried out on all samples,
ave a positive result in one instance, the corresponding plate count
four hundred and fifty. This sample had been taken from the mixing
at one of the larger bakeries, and pointed to contamination after

sation of the equipment had been carried out. Subsequent samples
thase premises were satisfactory.
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Animals Slaughtered

Beasis Calves Sheep Pigs Total
Public Abattoir ven 50,236 46,258 251,337 71,720 419,551
Bacon Factories 161,744 161,744
Private Slaughterhouses 1,174 248 11,036 807 13,265
1961 ... al,410 46,506 262,373 234,271 594,560
1960 ... 48,925 46,936 239 862 238 466 574,189

Note:—96 cases of cysticercus bovis (measly beef) were found at the Public Abattoir
during the year, and 1 at a private slaughterhouse,

The percentage of cattle slaughtered at the Public Abattoir, affected
with tuberculosis, was 0-86, compared with 2-6 in 1960.

Fish, Poultry, Fruit and Vegetables. Supplies of these
commeodities in the wholesale markets are subjected to regular daily
inspection. Shellfish and watercress are sampled and sent for bacterio-
logical examination, and supplies of shellfish which do not conform with
the required standards of cleanliness are prohibited from being sold in
Birmingham.

At the request of the Medical Officer of Health, samples of peanuts,
dates and figs were submitted for examination for food poisoning organisms.
The sampling was spread over the period October to December, fourteen
samples of each being taken. No food poisoning organisms were found.

Hawkers. Bull Ring hawkers of foodstuffs, who purchase their
goods in the wholesale markets, are regularly visited by a food inspector.
Section 42 of the Birmingham Corporation Act, 1948, provides for the
registration of hawkers of food and of their storage premises, and at
31st December, 1961, registration had been effected in three hundred and
sixty-one cases. During the year 22,746 visits were paid to street hawkers.

Retail Food Shops and other Premises. After foodstuffs have
been distributed from the wholesale markets to retail shops, they are
under the supervision of the district food inspectors for which purpose
the City is divided into nine districts. These inspectors ensure compliance
with the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960, and draw attention
to the Marking Orders relating to foodstuffs, made under the Merchandise
Marks Act, 1926. At the request of the Town Planning Department
and the Estates Department, special inspections are carried out to see
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CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED IN WHOLE

OR IN PART
t City MeaT MarkeT (C.M.M.). Bacon
PRIVATE SLAUGHTERHOUSES (P.S.) Facrories
Sheep &
Catile | Calves | Lambs | Pigs Pigs
| cMM. | 50236 | 46.258 |251,337 | 71,720
Number killed P.S. 1,174 | 248 | 11,036 807 || 161,744
CM.M. | 50,236 | 46,258 |251,337 | 71,720
Number inspected S 1,174 248 | 11,036 807 45%,
All Diseases except Tuber- I ]
culosis and Cysticerci |
Whole carcases con- | C. M.M. 16 222 634 217
demned P.S. — — — - 280
Carcases of which
some part or organ | C.M.M. 585 161 | 15,775 | 3,240
was condemned ... P.S. 1 - 30 50 4,081
Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with disease
other than tubercu- | C.M.M. 1-20 0-83 6-53 4-82
losis and cysticerci P.S. 0-09 - 0-27 6-20 2-67
Tuberculosis only
Whole carcases con- | C.M.M. 4 — — 8
demned e —- -— — — 9
Carcases of which
some part or organ | C.M.M. 426 —_ — 1,984
was condemned ... PS5 — — — 3 5,973
Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with tuber-| C.M.M. 0-86 -— — 2:78
culosis P.S. — - —_ 0-37 3-70
Cysticercosis.
Carcases of which
some part or organ | C.M.M. 80 — - _ -
was condemned ... | P.S. — — —_ —_ -
Carcases submitted
to treatment by re- | CM.M. 96 — — —_ -
frigeration P.S. 1 —_— —_— —_ —
Generalised and C.M.M. — — —_ - —
totally condemned B.S. —_— — —_ — —

No horses were slaughtered in Birmingham for human consumption.

220




THE MILK SUPPLY

(Report by C. G. Allen, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.,, F.R.S.H., Chief Veterinary
Officer)

City Dairy Herds

Regular monthly inspections are made of all city dairy herds, of
which there were eleven at the end of 1961. The total number of cows
kept was three hundred and twenty-five and there were twenty-eight
cowsheds. The normal monthly visits were not made during March due
to foot-and-mouth disease; the risk of spreading infection made it necessary
to avoid visiting farm premises unless it was absolutely essential.

On each visit the cows were examined for any evidence of disease
or uncleanliness and the cowsheds were also inspected. All were found to
be satisfactory.

HospitaL Farms. In addition to the eleven herds mentioned above,
there are three herds at hospital farms, which do not supply milk to the
public. Samples were taken of the milk from each of these herds four
times during the year and submitted for examination for evidence of
tuberculosis or brucellosis. No evidence of disease was found.

Calf Vaccination Scheme—Contagious Abortion

Under this scheme of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
seventeen heifer calves were vaccinated during 1961. The cost is shared
between the farmer and the Ministry in order to encourage vaccination,
which is believed to be the best means of controlling brucellosis.

Tuberculin Testing
The following animals were tested by veterinary officers of this
department during the year:—

Rubery Hospital Farm 113 animals tested and passed
Monyhull Hospital Farms 140 " ” . o»
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

HOUSING

Although one of the most noticeable features of Birmingham today is
the wholesale replacement of obsclescent industrial and commercial
properties, the quantitative improvement in the City's housing situation
is, by comparison, most unsatisfactory.

The number of new dwellings provided during 1961, by new building
or by the conversion into flats of large houses or other premises,was 3,389,
Of these, 1,141 (or one third) were provided by private enterprise and
2,248 (or two thirds) by municipal building. But in the same period not
less than 2,633 dwellings were lost to the City’s housing pool by demolition
or final vacation, so that the net gain during the year was only seven
hundred and fifty-six dwellings.

Although no one will deplore the loss of these houses, the great
majority of which ought, in any case, to have been demolished many
years ago, that loss must be measured against an estimated increase in
population of 17,130 bringing the City’s population up to 1,110,290.
Comparable figures for a five-year period are set out below:—

Population:

New Diwellings Net Estimated  Variation

Dwellings Lost Gain Population for year

1957 3,423 1,422 2,001 1,103,000 — 7,800
1958 3,526 1,578 1,948 1,095,000 — 8,000
1959 3,183 1,892 1,291 1,091,500 — 3,500
1960 3,516 2,606 910 1,093,160 + 1,860
1961 3,389 2,633 756 1,110,290 + 17,130

Although it would be a misleading over-simplification to conclude
that the housing situation worsened during the year with only seven
hundred and fifty-six houses being made available for a 17,130 population
increase, i.e. one house for twenty-three persons, some such reflection will
undoubtedly spring to the mind of those familiir with districts in which
the multi-let house flourishes! For while the low net gain of houses is
sufficiently disturbing in itself, it also contributes to a most alarming
acceleration, in some areas, of the gradual deterioration normally to be
expected with the passage of time. This accelerated decay results from the
increasing number of large houses which are let off in grossly overcrowded
lodgings without regard to any standard other than a high financial return
for their owner, a situation easily recognised by the characteristic squalor
both within and without, which distinguishes such a house from its
unfortunate neighbours,

Although this very serious and most unwelcome feature of the City's
housing difficulties will be cut to manageable proportions only when houses
sufficient in number for the needs of its population have been provided,
the introduction, under the Housing Act, 1961, of a Code of Management
applicable to the multi-let house will be of value during what is likely to
be the long intervening period.
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In fact, although experience suggests that there will always be a
‘certain demand for accommodation of this type, there is now hope that
‘enforcement of the regulations being drafted under the new Act may
‘remove from the house-let-in-lodgings, in due course, its reputation for

~ often concentrating under one roof all that is deplorable in sub-standard
- Elsewhere in the City, general deterioration in living conditions,
- due to the ageing of property, becomes more noticeable now that amenities
Fmousljr regarded as luxuries are rightly being regarded as essentials.
- But several factors are operating in varying degree to arrest or
~ reverse that deterioration and foremost among these is the Corporation’s
- renovation of houses whose demolition will be delayed for several years.
 This scheme continues to make steady progress; a further 2,866 unfit
]mnms passed into Curpnratmn ownership during the year and will be put
o a mndltmn regarded as “‘adequate for the time being'’ pending their
- demolition.

: Although such houses remain basically unfit, the tenants’ outlook is
brightened both literally and psychologically by the repairs and decorations
‘ h have been carried out. Of some importance also to the tenants is
evidence that their homes are no longer merely an “investment
‘ erty’’. It is worthy of note that in January of this year the re-
ditioning, to this modified standard, of the 20,000th house was
completed.

- I am indebted to Mr. J. P. Macey, the Housing Manager, for the
g lowing table:—

1. (a) The number of houses renovated during 1961 . —

s ' (i) In Redevelopment Areas 232

By {ii} In Clearance Areas P

- 1,654

L
(b) The total number of houses renovated up to 31st December

1961:—

(i) In Redevelopment Areas ey Xe e B

(ii) In Clearance Areas 4,426

21,576

{¢) The number of houses at which renovation was in progress
at 31st December, 1961 1,269
+ (d) ﬁennmbunihoummmmctuiwhmhmpaumdu!unr
contracts were prepared or were in course of preparation
at 31st December, 1961 ... e 1,022

2. The average cost of renovation per house during 1961 TR -
3. 'Ihau.vengenumh&ntmltialbananm mmpmmspuwmk
during 1961 ... 5 1,510
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Improvement Grants

The above table relates to slum houses owned by the Corporation
and due for ultimate demolition under the Slum Clearance programme,
but with regard to privately owned houses, classed as essentially sound
but lacking modern amenities, it must be admitted that the policy of
encouraging the provision of those amenities by giving the owner up to
one half of the cost thereby incurred has fallen short of its sponsor’s
expectations,

In fact, the hoped-for improvement by estate owners and landlords
generally of whole blocks of property has simply not materialised, the
majority of improvement grants being paid to the individual owner-
occupier. Nevertheless, the City has gained much from the introduction of
the scheme, for without it most of those houses which now have modern
amenities, although built without them, would have continued in their
original state. Moreover, that undoubted gain is increased by the owner’s
carrying out at the same time such works, in addition to those of improve-
ment, as are necessary to put the house into good general condition, in the
absence of which grant would not be payable.

Since the inception of the scheme in 1949, £702,132 has been paid
towards the improvement of 7,287 houses, which includes £186,537 paid
towards the improvement of 1,677 houses in 1961.

“Do it yourself”

The pride of home ownership, which explains why most applications
for Improvement Grants come from owner-occupiers, has its counterpart
in the attitude to their home of a growing number of tenants. So much so
that the “Do it Yourself "’ habit cannot be disregarded when considering
the factors which at present operate to retard the advance of obsolescence.

The availability of completely new materials and methods, increased
leisure and higher wages, linked not infrequently with a philosophical
acceptance of the scarcity of better accommodation, have continued to
bring about a marked change in the living conditions of many thousands of
families, astonishing to those familiar with conditions thirty years ago.

One effect of this change is noted when, in making the preliminary
survey of properties provisionally included in the Slum Clearance
programme, a judgment based on a dingy, depressing and neglected
exterior must be revised if the cosy, light and attractive interior is given
due weight in assessing how far the house is “‘reasonably suitable for
occupation in that condition”".
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Clearance Areas

The houses on which the Corporation carries out interim repairs, to
a standard modified according to the expected “life”’ of the property,
come into Corporation management as a result of Clearance Area action

- under Part III of the Housing Act, 1957.

It may be said, in passing, that the retention of the term ‘Clearance
Area’ serves as a reminder, if such is needed, that in the opinion of the
Council the most satisfactory method of dealing with the conditions in the
area is the demolition of all the buildings. Deferment of that demolition
until replacement housing becomes available is a regrettable necessity, but

- one which obviously makes repair and maintenance, in the meantime,
-essential.

: During 1961, one hundred and eight Clearance Areas, containing
- 2,549 houses, were declared by the Council and later included in Housing
- Compulsory Purchase Orders submitted to the Minister of Housing and
 Local Government for confirmation.

Notice of the Corporation's intention to submit an Order to the
Minister is given by public advertisment in the local press and by personal
notice to each owner affected, together with information as to the manner
in which objections to the Order may be made. Each owner has the right,
at the ensuing Public Inquiry, to amplify his objection and to examine
and cross-examine witnesses.

It is also open to an owner, at any stage prior to acquisition by the

Council, to prepare proposals for making a house fit for human habitation
‘and so retain its ownership.

- During the year, in compliance with a statutory obligation, four
hundred and ninety-two schedules setting out the defects at their houses,
1 made inclusion in a Clearance Area necessary, were sent to various
jecting owners but unfortunatcly proposals for dealing with those
defects were received in respect of only forty-eight houses.

In any case where the proposals are such as to deal adequately with
e defects which make the house unfit, there is no difficulty in securing
e exclusion of the house from the Order so that those defects may be
emedied by the owner.

The interest of the tenant is fully safeguarded by the adoption of
ilncedm which facilitates acquisition of the house by the Corporation
d the agreed works not be carried out.

e Individual Unfit House

.f Action under Part II of the Housing Act, 1957, is applmd to a house
Which is unfit but so situated that it cannot be included in a Clearance
' In these circumstances, also, there is full opportunity for an owner
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Results of that policy are only moderately encouraging so far for
~while the tenants ultimately benefit, the standard of workmanship and rate
~ of progress are such as to call for constant supervision by a much depleted

_ It must also be recorded that very few owners take advantage of this
~ opportunity to modernise the property with the aid of an Improvement
- Grant, several deciding in fact, after considerable delay, to offer the

- property to the Corporation.

mue to Intending House Purchasers

There has been no slackening in the number of enquiries from
- prospective house purchasers and vendors as to whether or not a house
- will be affected by Council action under the Housing Act, but fewer cases
~ have come to the Department’s notice during the year where a serious
~ position, often involving considerable financial loss, has been caused by
- failure on the part of the purchaser to make proper enquiry.

: It is to be hoped that this decrease indicates that more notice is
‘now being taken of warnings, periodically repeated, of the danger of
pnmhasmg sub-standard houses without full enquiry as to their future,

- During the year 27,679 enquiries, relating to 39,133 houses, were
‘dealt with as compared with 22,513 and 37,032 respectively in 1960.
’ﬁere is also a steady increase in the number of enquiries where the answer
cannot be given from existing records but requires a visit to the property
an Inspector able so to judge the probabilities of the situation as to
give the enquirer helpful information.

While the usefulness of this service to the prospective purchaser or
‘vendor of property cannot be doubted, it is unfortunately taking up a
ve ’_ significant proportion of the time of a depleted staff.

ge Applications

~ Information as to the likelihood of future Housing Act action is
ied to the City Treasurer on every house in respect of which he
es an application for a mortgage. A schedule of repairs is also for-
ded in those cases where the condition of the property calls for it, the
Lity Treasurer being informed if and when the work is completed.

Enquiries relating to 3,128 houses were dealt with during 1961.
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Part IV, Housing Act, 1957—Overcrowding

It is the duty of the Local Authority, on demand, to give information
in writing to the applying landlord or tenant as to the number of persons
who may occupy a house on the standard laid down in the Sixth Schedule
of the Housing Act, 1957.

During the year 4,276 certificates setting out the “‘permitted number”’
were supplied, the majority necessitating a visit to measure new or
converted accommodation or to bring existing records up-to-date.

Liaison with the Housing Management Department to prevent
further overcrowding, once it has been abated as a result of action by that
Department, has been maintained.

On receiving advice of impending rehousing, the Clerk Enumerator,
attached to the district concerned, visits the address and obtains the
occupancy details of the whole dwelling. A letter then calls the attention
of the person in control to any overcrowding, with a warning not to
permit any future overcrowding of the room shortly to be vacated. Such
cases, visited from time to time in the ensuing twelve months as a check,
give evidence that this scheme serves a good purpose.

Partial Control of Immigration

The scheme initiated last year in co-operation with the City's Liaison
Officer for Coloured People has continued. It ensures that the entry of
West Indian nationals in certain age groups is made contingent on their
having satisfactory housing accommodation to come to.

Investigation of the proposed letting arrangement and the existing
occupancy details, at the house given as the prospective immigrant’s
future address, calls for a combination of persistence and tact which is
learnt only by experience.

Such enquiries are made by the Clerk Enumerator attached to each
district and in about thirty per cent. of the three hundred and seventy-
three cases investigated it was recommended that a passport be not issued

How far this small experimental scheme will be affected when the
Commonwealth Immigrants Bill becomes law remains to be seen, but to
date, within its limited field, it has proved itself to be of very great value
indeed.

Staff

Difficulties arising from shortage of staff have continued during the
year, with no sign of their growing less in the future.

228




Not every qualified Inspector chooses, in preference to more general
duties, to specialise on the clearance or repair of sub-standard houses in a
big industrial City and it is regrettable that inability to promise housing
accommodation to applicants, in the event of their being appointed, has
accounted in the past year for the withdrawal of a number of otherwise
interested candidates.

The combination of staff shortage with the deterioration of houses
whose condition, hitherto, has not justified their inclusion in the Slum
Clearance Programme, threatens an undue extension of that programme
with adverse effects on the tenants concerned.

Six thousand seven hundred and forty-one visits were made by the
District Staff during the year and, of those visits, a good proportion were
made in connection with advice to intending house purchasers in accord-
ance with Ministry Circular 54/55. This number of visits also includes
site discussions with owners or agents seeking general guidance as to the
works necessary to make a property fit for human habitation. These
‘consultations save time on both sides by helping to ensure the submission
of a scheme whose carrying out will make action by the Corporation
under the Housing Act unnecessary or, if the property is already included
in a Compulsory Purchase Order and the works proposed justify it, will
secure Corporation support at the Public Local Inquiry for the exclusion
of the property, so that those works can be put in hand.

Periodic visits were also made to the two hundred and thirteen
premises which are the subject of Closing Orders or of Undertakings by
~ their owners to limit the use of the property to purposes not involving
~ human habitation.

il
¥



PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTION

Staff

New legislation delegated to the Health Committee has added
further duties and responsibilities to the public health inspectors during
the year. Unfortunately, these increased duties have not been met by an
increase in the qualified staff and so there has been continual pressure on
the existing staff to cope with the added powers given by the Housing
Act, 1961, which deals with houses in multiple occupation, and to a lesser
extent, the Public Health Act, 1961.

Applications for improvement grants remained at about the same
level as in the previous year and there was a slight increase in the amount
of work undertaken under Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1957. The volume
of this class of work is to a large extent limited by the availability of
experienced inspectors, As in the past six years, no qualified inspectors
were recruited from outside sources, the Department having to rely for
replacements and additions to the staff on the intake of inspectors who
qualified through the student training scheme.

Three inspectors left the service of the Corporation to take up appoint-
ments with other authorities and two left the Department to join the
Veterinary and Food Inspection Department. During the year twelve
students qualified and the services of one superannuitant were retained
throughout the year.

The strength of inspectors on district duties on the national salary
scales was twenty-five at the end of 1960 compared with twenty-seven at
the end of 1961.

One qualified inspector having completed his national service returned
to the Department and is included in the details below, but another, on
completion of his national service, secured an appointment with another
authority.

Actual Establishment

District Inspectors i 10 10
Assistant District Inspectors ... 18 20
Public Health Inspectors 27 S0
Student Public Health Inspectors = 19 40

Seven pupils were appointed during the year to commence the four
year course of training, leading to the examination for the Diploma of the
Public Health Inspectors’ Education Board. These are not shown in the
figures above as being on district duties because their training in the first
year is within the office. One pupil who had already completed her first
year of the course was not successful in passing her examination and was,
therefore, included in the total of first year pupils below.
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The strength of students at 31st December, 1961, was as follows:—

Year Year of Number of
Qualifying Exam  Pupils
First year 1965 8
Second Year 1964 8
Third Year 1963 4
Fourth Year T s s 1962 6

‘The duties under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949, are
“carried out by inspectors who specialise in this branch of the work and
~ there is a vacancy for one inspector on establishment. Duties under the
ﬁhops Act, 1950, are also carried out by inspectors who specialise in the
work.

Inspections

The total number of visits made by the inspectorial staff on the
ricts was 181,847. This included 20,611 visits made by students under
‘a nstruction who visited premises whilst accompanying qualified inspectors.

Comparative figures for recent years are as follows:—

Year 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961
Visits 171,598 192,419 188,056 188,143 181,874

During the year the Public Health Act, 1961, the Housing Act, 1961
‘and the Factories Act, 1961, received Royal Assent, and on the coming
to force of the two former Acts, considerably wider powers were given to
2 Department over a large field of work. In particular, the Housing
Act, 1961, increased the powers to deal with houses in multiple occupation,
1 enabled the Minister of Housing and Local Government to make
ations to deal with the management of this class of premises. These
ations, however, were not to come into force until the 22nd May, 1962.

~ The number of house inspections showed a slight decrease over the
104,164 carried out in 1960. This figure included 11,696 visits paid to
es believed to be let-in-lodgings and made as a result of a survey to
ain the extent of the problem in the twilight areas.

- The decline in the number of inspections made under the Rent Act,
7, continued. The drive to secure improvement grants for private
€ property continued throughout the year.

meg to a redistribution of work the duty of inspection of milk
'?;" hops reverted to the specialised Milk and Dairies Inspectors.
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Infectious Diseases

A total of 3,041 visits was made by inspectors in connection with
enquiries into cases of food poisoning and certain infectious diseases.
These visits included those made to obtain specimens for bacteriological
examination to assist the Medical Officer of Health in his investigations,

Once again the assistance of the district inspectorial staff was enlisted
in delivering to general practitioners some supplies of vaccine for use
against poliomyelitis. The number of visits for this purpose was 2,495
compared with 2,111 in 1960.

House to House Inspections

In the case of those houses which, although unfit for human habitation,
can in fact be made fit at a reasonable cost, notices under Section 9 of the
Housing Act, 1957, can be served on the owners requiring them to carry
out the necessary works. Prior to the service of these notices, inspections

- of the houses must be carried out bearing in mind the provisions of Section
4, which defines the standard of fitness to be observed in determining
whether a house is unfit.

During 1960, the rate of inspection was slightly accelerated and a total
- of seventy-two properties became the subject of notices, involving five
~ hundred and eighty-nine visits by the public health inspectors in inspection
“and re-inspection of the properties.

For the year under review, however, further progress has been achieved
and an additional one hundred and ninety-five houses have become the
subject of notices served on their respective owners. The total number of
visits amounted to 1,203 comprising two hundred and sixty-six inspec-
tions and nine hundred and thirty-seven re-inspections of properties.

It is regretted that in only three cases did owners make application
for an improvement grant following the service of the above notices.
T.lus further supports the view already held, that the majority of owners
concerned are still reluctant to take advantage of the improvement grant
schemes, and thereby deny the provision of amenities to their properties
for which such grants are payable.

'Houses let-in-lodgings

Throughout the year inspections were made of houses in multiple
‘occupation and a form of register was set up so as to enable early action
to be taken as soon as the new law with respect to this class of premises
- came into operation. In fact it was not until the end of November that the
Housing Act, 1961, came into force giving added powers enabling the local
authority to:—

(1)  Require the provision of additional facilities where these are

found to be inadequate.
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Typical Houses Let-in-Lodgings.
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The number of applications made during the year was one hundred
and eighty-one, and the following figures indicate the action taken in
1961:—

Part [—Applications for Certificales of Disrepair

1. Number of applications for certificates e 181
2. Number of decisions not to issue certificates 2
3. Number of decisions to issue certificates 165
(@) in respect of some but not all defects - 101
(6) in respect of all defects 64
4. Number of undertakings given by landlords under pa.mgraph
5 of the First Schedule ... 118

5. Number of undertakings refused by Lm:.a.l ﬂ.uthﬂntjr under
proviso to paragraph 5 of the First Schedule ... —
6. Number of certificates issued ... 47

Part II—Applications for Cancellation of Certificales
7. Applications by landlords to Local Authority for cancellation

of certificates o 41
8. Objections by tenants to :anoe:l.lauun ai certs.ﬁca.tas 4
9. Decisions by Local Authority to cancel in spite of tenant’s

objections ... s e e 1

10. Certificates cancelled b}* Local Authont}r 35
Number of visits made under the Act 669
Number of re-visits made under the Act ... 539
Total number of visita 1,208

The total number of visits made under the Rent Act in 1960 was 1,773.

In every case where an application for a certificate of disrepair is
received, an inspection of the house is made and if nuisances exist requiring
abatement by action under the Public Health Act, 1936, appropriate
action is taken. It should be stressed that tenants of controlled houses are
able to require the landlord to carry out certain types of repair which may
not constitute nuisance.

Rent Restriction Acts

The Chief Public Health Inspector is Registrar for the purposes of
the Furnished Houses (Rent Control) Act, 1946.

During the year two hundred and twelve notifications were received
from the Rent Tribunal, resulting in one hundred and forty entries being
made in the 1946 Register, and ten certified copies from this Register were
issued on payment of one shilling each.

Improvement Grants
Housing (FiNanciaL Provisions) Acrt, 1958
House PurcHase Axp Housing Acr, 1959

1961 has proved to be another very successful year in the drive to
secure the improvement of dwellinghouses by the provision of essential
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improvement of water supplies, repairs to paving and the provision of
sanitary accommodation.

Mostly action is taken following the receipt of a complaint from the
occupier of premises. Investigations carried out during the year resulted
in the service of 5,921 statutory notices compared with 8,589 in 1960.
3,462 of these notices were served under Section 93 of the Public Health
Act, 1936, there being a marked decrease over 1960,

As will be seen elsewhere in the report a considerable number of the
worst properties in the City have now passed out of private ownership
into the hands of the Corporation,and when complaints are received in
respect of these properties, statutory action is not necessary nor possible
as the Corporation accept responsibility for maintenance.

The average time taken for compliance with an abatement notice
served under Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936, was two months
and twelve days. This showed a very slight increase compared with 1960:—

1857 ... ... 2 months

1958 ... g a ... 2 months and 22 days
1959 ... e ... 2 months and 24 days
1960 ... ..- 2 months and 11 days
1861 ... - --- o - ... 2 months and 12 days

The total of 5,921 statutory notices was made up as follows:—

Nuisances under Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936—

dealing mainly with roofs, spoutings, fallen plaster, defective

floorboards, broken sashcords and window frames = 3,462
Stopped up drains, soil pipes, water closets and private sewers,

dealt with under the Birmingham Corporation Act, 1946, as

amended by the 1954 Act 980
Urgent nuisances, badly leaking roofs, broken water closet

pedestals, etc., dealt with under the Birmingharn Corporation

Act, 1948 ... 382
Provision or improvement nf p:ped water suppl}'—Sectan 135

Public Health Act, 1936, as amended by Section 30, Water

Act, 1945 ... 297
Yard paving and dmmage—ﬁmtlun 56 Puhllc Heall:h Act 1‘-336 134
Unsatisfactory drainage—Section 39, Public Health Act, 1936 . 273
Filthy or wverminous pumisas—s-ml:inn 83, Public Health A-:t.

1936 14
Additional nter clnsau-——Sectmn 44 Puhlm He,alth ﬂct 1936 4
Byelaw infringements—nuisances ... . 6
Provision of sanitary amﬂmmudahun—ﬁachun 39 Bum1ngham

Corporation Act, 1935 4
Removal of noxious matter, Section 79, Pubh-: Health Ant 1936 10
Houses let-in-lodgings—fitness for occupation by families, Section

36, Housing Act, 1957 52
Houses let-in-lodgings—prevention uf uvemmwdmg—ﬁecmn 90

Housing Act, 1957 ... i 37
Repair of unfit houses to make fit for human hab:ta.tmn—

Section 9, Housing Act, 1957 266

5,921
- —






Weekly attendances at Victoria Law Courts are made by the En-
forcement Officer to assist the Corporation’s prosecuting solicitor when the
cases are presented to the City Justices.

Repairs to properties detailed by this Section in accordance with
Statutory Notices served under the Public Health Act, 1936 and the
Housing Act, 1957 varied from small minor items of repair, such as
replacement of broken sashcords, renewal of common rainwater down-
pipes, replacing missing slates on roofs, plaster repairs, removal of refuse
and other offensive matters, to the reconditioning of unfit houses under
Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1957.

Works of improvement to water supplies have been carried out which
necessitated the laying of new water services in both lead and copper
piping. Paving works in tarmacadam and concrete paving slabs to access
passages and approaches to houses have also been detailed.

During the year all works with the exception of works under Section
9 of the Housing Act, 1957 were carried out on a daywork basis of labour
and materials plus costs to include overhead charges as set out in the
National Schedule of Daywork Charges for General Building Work.

It has been found from experience that this is the most practical
and economical way of execution of these works and results in work being
put in hand without undue delay.

Where works have been carried out under Section 9 of the Housing
Act, 1957 competitive estimates have been obtained but in no instance
did the cost of works exceed £500 for any one house.

The prompt and efficient manner in which works required by
Statutory Notices were arranged and executed at a reasonable cost and the
fact that there was a daily visit by an inspector while work was in progress
which ensured that repairs were satisfactorily carried out under skilled
supervision, resulted in owners having confidence in the service provided
by the Department and many requests for assistance. This applied
particularly where works were of a difficult nature or where the works
involved more than one owner and where the cost had to be apportioned
between the owners concerned, the apportionment of such costs usually
being accepted without question,

In view of the services given by the Department to owners, owner-
occupiers, and occupiers, a 5 per cent. establishment charge is made on
all works undertaken to help defray administrative expenses.

During the year the building industry suffered from a severe shortage
of labour and, in October, 1960, a rise of 6d. in the hourly rate of trades-
men followed by a further 1d. per hour early in 1961 was made in order to
retain labour and to attract tradesmen back into the building trade. It
was hoped that these rises in pay would stop the drift of labour to better
paid jobs in industry enjoying more congenial surroundings, canteen
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facilities and welfare services, but there was no appreciable effect. A
further drain on the labour force of the small general builder who specialises
in property repairs has been to the giant building contractors engaged on
mammoth building operations and developments in the City because
they offer higher wages with unlimited overtime in order to get their
projects completed to a deadline.

This has resulted in some difficulty in placing orders for work but the
goodwill of the building contractors on the Department’s list of builders
has resulted in all works detailed being carried out without undue delay.
The increase of wages has of course meant increased costs being incurred.

Many owners experience financial hardship in meeting the costs of
repairs to their property following the service of Statutory Notices, and,
in requesting the Department to carry out the works required on their
behalf, also request financial help to meet the costs incurred.

In these cases it is the policy of the Health Committee to permit
repayment of the costs to be spread over a period normally of three
years, but in cases of exceptional hardship the time for repayment has
been extended beyond this period. The special circumstances of each
case are considered on their respective merits before any such action is
taken.

During the year five sealed instalment orders for recovery of expenses
were made by the Town Clerk. Agreements for recovery of expenses
incurred were made by the Secretary-Accountant in thirty-seven cases
and collection of rents in recovery of expenses undertaken in one instance.
Recovery of costs through County Court Orders was made in one instance.

The total cost of all works carried out during the year was {8,064
11s. 11d. These works required the preparation of two hundred and nine-
teen specifications respecting five hundred and fifteen houses. Of these,
one hundred and nine specifications were for execution of building repairs
to abate nuisances at one hundred and twenty-six houses at a cost of
£3,509 16s. 9d.

Repairs and improvements were carried out on a total of two hundred
and forty-five houses at the request of owners at a cost of £3,869 19s. 10d.,
which necessitated the preparation of one hundred and ten specifications,
and in one hundred and nine cases at the default of the owners at a cost of
£4,194 12s. 1d., involving two hundred and seventy houses. In forty-six
cases essential works were carried out to comply with Nuisance Orders
made by the City Justices at Victoria Law Courts. The cost of this work
totalled £1,602 12s. 3d., and the number of houses affected was forty-
eight.
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With the passing of the Public Health Act, 1961, powers similar to
those mentioned in the previous paragraph have been given to local
authorities throughout the country. The Health Committee resolved
to continue to use the powers contained in Section 59 of the Birmingham
Corporation Act, 1946, as amended by the Act of 1954, as these enabled
the Corporation to act after giving twenty-four hours notice compared
with forty-eight hours notice which is required by the Act of 1961.

After service of notice the Corporation is empowered to undertake
urgent work remaining undone after a short specified period of time.
Provision is made for the recovery of the costs incurred.

Birmingham Corporafion Act, 1946—Section 59.
(Defective drains requiring urgent attention)

Total number of notices served during 1961 ... 980
{involving 805 jobs)
Work carried out by owners in specified time ... . 462
Orders given by this Dupa.rtment in default of owners' com-
pliance ... 298
Orders given by this Dspa.rtn:&nt at raqua&t nf owners 45
Total cost of work given to the Department’'s contractors {1685 4 §
Average cost per job R«
The maximum charge in respect of any one job was ... = 480 5§ 9
and the minimum was ee 16 3

During the year notices were served in respect of obstructions in
twenty-three private sewers affecting one hundred and eighty-four houses.

Birmingham Corporation Act, 1948—Section 32.
(Defective houses requiring urgent attention)

Total number of notices served during 1961 (involving 308 fnbu] 382
Work carried out by owners in specified time ... 185
Orders given by this Department in default of owners’ mmpl:a.nm 101
Orders given by this Department at request of owners 22
The cost of the work given to the Depaﬂmentn contractors

totalled £1683 8 4
Average cost per job - £13 183 9
The maximum charge in respect of any one job was ... £96 12 8

and the minimum was 16 2

Redevelopment Areas and Clearance Areas

As more and more houses come into the management of the Housing
Management Department following slum clearance action, so the
Corporation become landlords of more tenants living in unfit dwellings.
Many of these tenants have been used to complaining to the Health
Department of the existence of unsatisfactory conditions and despite the
change of ownership continue to do so. To avoid unnecessary duplication
of effort a number of these complaints are passed direct to the Housing
Management Department without investigation by a public health
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inspector, but if it should appear there has been undue delay or the tenant
is experiencing unusual hardship, the complaint is investigated and the
attention of the Housing Management Department is drawn to the need
for appropriate action.

The Housing Management Department has an immense task to deal
with this unsatisfactory housing and the closest co-operation with the
Housing Management Department is essential, not only for the wellbeing
of the tenants but for the good name of the Corporation.

During the year 1,682 complaints were received in respect of proper-
ties in the management of the Housing Management Department. Of
these complaints eight hundred and sixty-one were investigated by the
health inspectors before being referred to that department. A total of
1,562 Preliminary Notices was sent to the Housing Manager during the
year and appropriate follow up action was taken in the interests of public
health and of the tenants.

Burial of the Dead and Exhumations

Before human remains can be removed from a grave within the City
either a Bishop's Faculty or Licence from the Home Office is necessary.
It is usual for the Home Office to notify the Medical Officer of Health
before an exhumation takes place and a public health inspector attends
so as to be in a position to take any action which may appear necessary
in the interests of public health.

Four licences in respect of the removal and re-interment of remains
were received during the year. Visits are also made in respect of depth
of graves in certain burial grounds not under Corporation control and
eighteen visits were made during the year.

Domestic Surface Air Raid Shelters

Arising from the survey carried out in 1954, further consideration
was given during 1961 to numbers of shelters which had been the subject
of complaints. In eighty-two cases it was considered that the amenities
of nearby dwelling houses were so disturbed as to constitute a danger to
health and therefore to warrant representation being made for the
demolition of the shelters. The total number of shelters represented for
demolition since the survey began was brought up to seven hundred and
ninety-four at the 31st December, 1961, as follows:—

Total shelter Shelters
struclures represenied
surveyed for demolition

Central Wards 822 284
Middle Ring Wards 1,220 431
Outer Ring Wards ... 2,010 79
4,052 794

e ——— =



Common Lodging Houses

It is the duty of every local authority to maintain a register of all
established common lodging houses within their district. This record is
required by the provisions of Section 237 of the Public Health Act, 1936,
and must contain entries which detail the full names and addresses of all
persons registered as “keepers” and similar information regarding any
persons who are to act as “deputy keepers’. Information must also be
recorded as to the situation of every such lodging house and the maximum
number of persons authorised to be accommodated therein.

Seven such premises were registered for the year, providing a total
accommodation for six hundred and thirty-two men only. This represents
a reduction of twenty-six beds on comparison with the figure of six
hundred and fifty-eight for 1960, when eight houses were registered.

These beds represented a small free night shelter which had been
registered with the Department for many years. For the past six years,
however, these premises had been temporarily closed because the religious
society who managed it could not find a suitable person to act as registered
keeper in return for a very low income. The society informed the
Department at the close of 1960 that it was not their intention to apply
for further registration.

Routine visits of inspection are carried out both by day and by
night, to ensure that the provisions of the byelaws made under the Public
Health Act, 1936, are observed.

Public health inspectors made a total of one hundred and seventy-
seven visits during the course of the year, details of which are as follows:—

D'ﬂr}, vﬁts LR RS LR LR LR LR LR - LR RS - Tﬁ
Night visits I TR T
Total ... we  LET

The above inspections revealed that there still remains a positive
demand for this type of accommodation within the City. In some cases
the hostels were always fully occupied, whilst in others approximately
90 per cent. of the beds available were taken up at the time of visit.

The extent of the total accommodation available will be seriously
affected in the near future, in view of the extensive redevelopment taking
place within the City. Out of the seven houses at present registered, no
less than five are managed by charitable organisations, i.e. The Salvation
Army and Church Army, comprising five hundred and sixty beds or
approximately 90 per cent. of the total accommodation. Three of these,
being the largest and consisting of three hundred and eighty-one beds or
60 per cent. of total accommodation, are scheduled for demolition in the
near future, as part of the Inner Ring Road Scheme,
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Discussions have already been held between representatives of the
Salvation Army and the Public Works Department, with regard to
alternative accommodation in respect of these hostels. A permanent site
for a new building has already been suggested but the Salvation Army
did not feel that they possessed the necessary financial resources to erect
a building for themselves. The possibility of finding an old warehouse
or similar building which could be easily converted is being investigated,
but so far without success.

It is to be hoped that a solution to this problem will be found before
long, as the above charitable organisations have proved themselves most
capable in the management of such hostels. They operate mainly on a
non-profit basis and have done much in recent years to improve general
amenities. Furthermore, a definite need for this type of accommeodation
in the City will no doubt prevail for many years to come.

Tents, Yans and Sheds

During recent years, no considerable variation has occurred in the
number of caravan sites within the City. In fact, the position still remains
unchanged whereby only four sites contained more than six caravans

The Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960, came into
force on the 29th August, 1960, and is delegated to the Public Works
Committee for enforcement. This new legislation whilst controlling the
use of land, which is to be regulated by both planning permission and by
the licensing of sites for caravans, does not, however, control the owner-
occupier of the caravan itself.

Problems, therefore, arising from the siting of single and small groups
of caravans on unauthorised sites still confront the Department. It is for
this reason that it is most important that the local Act powers are retained.

During the year, seventy-two visits were made by public health
inspectors to sites occupied by caravans, but since the provisions of Section
43 of the Birmingham Corporation Act, 1935, have been rigidly enforced,
there has been no serious threat to public health from the occupation of
caravans within the City.

Agriculture (Safety, Health and Welfare Provisions) Act, 1956

The number of premises in the City known to the Department to
which the above Act applies is sixty-five, and twenty-two routine visits
were paid to this class of premises, which are mainly smallholdings, small
farms and land on which produce is grown for sale, such as market gardens
and nursery gardens.

Generally speaking, as would be expected, there are no farms employ-

ing large numbers of workers. No statutory action was taken under the
Act during the year.
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Offensive Trades

The position with regard to the Offensive Trades of the City remains
substantially the same as during the past few years, the number of premises
being still seventeen. Complaints during the past year have been compara-
tively few and, as previously, referred to two premises in one locality.

It so happens that the premises in question are used for processing
organic matter and if the strictest precautions are not taken, or in the
event of a mechanical breakdown of plant or equipment, serious nuisances—
offensive odours and fly infestation—are bound to occur. The treatment of
animal carcases, condemned meat, offal, bones and hooves leaves no
margin for slipshod methods. While it may be appreciated that businesses
dealing with such material must of their very nature be offensive—in
almost every sense of the word—it is not always realised that they are
doing a most important work, for, without them serious conditions
would arise. It was found that the complaints referred to above arose
from mechanical breakdown, and the Department received the fullest
co-operation from the management; in no case was it necessary to resort
to statutory powers.

Offensive trade premises were visited on forty-two occasions.

Pig Keeping

Formerly, particularly during the last World War when food pro-
duction was all important, pig keeping was far more prevalent than it is
today. Nowadays the domestic pig keeper has almost vanished from the
City and complaints have diminished accordingly.

In fact seven complaints only were received during the year, the first
from a resident in the vicinity of a slaughterhouse chiefly because of noise
nuisance. The firm concerned has complied with the Department’s
suggestions to minimise the trouble. The second case was a chemical
factory, whose premises were near a plot of land on which pigs had been
kept for many years. In this instance a notice was served under the Bye-
laws regarding certain contraventions. The other cases were dealt with
personally, by informal letter and by the service of three notices. No
enforcement action was called for. During the year, five hundred and
forty-nine visits were made to premises.

Tips and Tipping

During the year the number of established tips in operation remained
at thirteen. Routine visits were made by public health inspectors to
observe conditions and obtain compliance with the Byelaws. A total of
three hundred and thirty-one visits was recorded.

The co-operation of the established tip operators continued to be
obtained readily and very few complaints were received in the Department.
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While progress in the development of the scattered vacant sites
within the City went ahead during the year, large areas of land were
cleared in the Central Redevelopment Areas and were almost immediately
the object of abuse by the depositing of rubbish and discarded domestic
articles. When families are being reshoused they almost inevitably
indulge in a certain amount of household refurnishing and it would seem
that most of them in the central areas choose to dispose of the unwanted
household goods on nearby cleared sites,

The powers of local authorities in dealing with accumulations of
rubbish have been strengthened by the introduction of new legislation
by the Public Health Act, 1961. Section 34 of this Act is delegated to the
Public Works Committee and empowers the Corporation to remove from
a vacant site any accumulation of rubbish which is seriously detrimental
to the amenities of the neighbourhood.

Twenty-eight days notice of intention to remove must be given to
the owner or occupier of the site and there is right of appeal.

There is no provision made, however, for recovery of any expenses in
removing the rubbish and the cost therefore falls upon the ratepayer.

Should the accumulation of rubbish be considered a nuisance or
injurious to health or be noxious this Department can, and does, exercise
the existing powers contained in Section 79 (removal of noxious matter)
and Section 93 (abatement of nuisances) of the Public Health Act, 1936.

Pleasure Fairs

Pleasure fairs, in the usually accepted meaning, are undoubtedly on
the wane in this City. Figures and statistics, as is not uncommon, can be
misleading. The City Byelaws controlling pleasure fairs include in
definition: ** . . . any circus, exhibition of human beings or performing
animals, merry-go-round, roundabout, switchback railway, coconut shy,
hoop-la, shooting gallery or swings or anything similar to any of the
foregoing”. While it will be seen readily that every pleasure fair has most
or some of the above attractions, it is not generally appreciated that
floral shows, garden fétes and similar functions, if possessing one or more of
these same features, and are also classified as pleasure fairs.

Therefore, it may surprise many residents in this City that during the
year no fewer than forty-one notifications of intention to hold pleasure
fairs were sent to the Town Clerk and the Chief Constable, in compliance
with the Byelaws. To suggest that a pleasure fair had operated in the City
almost every week, would be certain to create incredulity among all who
visualise a pleasure fair in its normal interpretation.

249



Most of the larger fair proprietors are fully aware of the City Bylaws'
requirements and do comply. It happens occasionally that some smaller
firms arrive in the City and, chiefly on account of ignorance, are found to
be somewhat deficient. It is worthy of note that until a fair is actually
open and operating it is not always possible to determine that all Byelaws
are being observed and it follows that in cases of fairs held for one or two
days, it is not possible to rectify contraventions of the Byelaws, as and
when detected.

Usually, however, the Department does not encounter any serious
difficulty. The commonest cause for complaint is minor defects in sanitary
accommodation, which are usually remedied immediately on request.
Since most sites are distant from dwellings, complaints of noise are in-
frequent.

Ninety-one visits were made to pleasure fairs during the year regarding
Byelaws requirements, but in no case was statutory actien needed.

Canal Boats

During the year 1961, the number of boats inspected on the canals
within the City area was four hundred and twenty-five, and the number of
inspections each quarter as follows:—

First quarter 156; Second quarter 44; Third quarter 59;

Fourth quarter 166.

There has been a marked decrease in the number of boats visiting the
City during 1961, resulting in fewer inspections compared with 1960.
The London dock strike and major repair projects on the canals during the
2nd and 3rd quarters accounted, in large measure, for this decrease.

The four hundred and twenty-five boats inspected were registered for
the accommodation of 1,241 persons, and when inspected were found to be
carrying two hundred and eighty-five men, two hundred and fifty-one
women and two hundred and eleven children, a total of seven hundred and
forty-seven persons—represented in terms of adults as 6413§.

Of the four hundred and twenty-five boats inspected during the year,
it was found that all but one were in good condition and conforming with
the Act and Regulations. One complaint note was issued during 1961 and
twenty brought forward from 1960. Seventeen complaint notes were
complied with during the year, leaving an outstanding balance of three.

It has not been necessary during the year to take any Court proceedings
under the Public Health Act, 1936, and the Canal Boat (Amendment)

Regulations, 1925.
No cases of infectious disease were reported during the year 1960.

The number of boats registered in Birmingham is ninety-eight,
classified as follows:—
Motor Boats ... s 97 Ordinary Boats e 41
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Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

COMPLAINTS

As in previous years, the year under review shows a substantial
increase in the number of complaints received by the Rodent Control
Section of infestations in all types of properties. Each month of the year,
with the exception of December, revealed this trend of increased complaints
and again the month of May gave the highest total of 1,041.

The above Act came into operation in 1950 and in that year the
number of complaints received was 4,843, whilst the year under review
totalled 9,684 complaints, representing 100 per cent. increase. During
this period of eleven years, the technical staff of the Section has remained
virtually unchanged.

1850 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961
4,843 7.235 7,351 7.971 8,336 9,684

Each complaint received is investigated, and detailed inspections
are carried out, not only of the complainant’'s premises but, in a vast
number of instances, the adjoining premises have to be inspected also.

In the mainly residential areas of the City the majority of complaints
refer to a solitary rat seen in the garden. In this instance, the rat is usually
living and nesting under a garden shed and it is not infrequent,therefore,
for several neighbours to telephone the Department on the same complaint.
What appears to them to be a large infestation is simply one rat “ranging”
from garden to garden in search of food. This food usually turns out to
be breadcrumbs, scraps, etc., put out for the feeding of birds. This problem
is very much aggravated by the fact that during the winter months, the
public are encouraged to adopt this practice, and it should be borne in
mind by all persons that it is a comparatively simple matter to feed birds
without rats gaining access to the food, by the use of a bird table or tray
raised off the ground.

INsSPECTIONS

The comparative figures for inspections carried out by the Section
for the years 1960 and 1961 are as follows:—

Domestic Imdusirial Total
1960
Original visits ... ... ... 10,355 2,735 } G
Re-visits BN e 1o sein 1 2004 2,022 :
1961
Original visits ... .. .. 11,849 2,595 } 190G
He-visits 2,932 1,851 3

Very few “major” infestations have been encountered in comparison
with those conditions existing just a few years ago, when infestations of
more than twenty rats in a property were an everyday occurrence.
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All types of property in the City are covered by the service which the
Section provides and no one class of building is more liable to infestation.
In fact, all types of properties ranging from small slum houses to the multi-
storey flats, or from the small hucksters shop to the largest of the chain
stores and factories, may be the subject of an infestation.

Each of the above types of infestation occurred during the year and
has been dealt with by poison treatment and rat proofing of the premises.

The following table shows the nature and types of property which

the Section has dealt with during the year:—
Treatmenis for
Inspections Re-inspections Rals Mice
Domestic and bombed sites ... 11,849 2,982 6,058 1,346

Corporation Properties :

Schools ... 180 169 127 117
Civic restaurants and ba]u
houses ... 12 22 10 14
Corporation tips ... 17 23 12 —_
Allotments, parks, etc. ... 30 68 51 1
‘Welfare centres and nurseries 42 37 30 16
Destructors . 140
Offices, stores, depots, ett; 48 54 50 26
Industrial :
Private schools ... 12 a9 26 5
Private tips . — —_— — —
Hospitals, nursing hﬂmes etl:, 20 119 46 81
Cafes, restaurants and hotels 80 91 97 53
Other food premises 580 443 382 204
Cinemas and theatres 8 28 2 8
Canal and railway banks 7 16
Non-food shops ... 220 114 100 53
Non-food factories, nﬂu:u
ole, 871 470 561 238
Farms, piggeries, etc. ... 2 18 15
Other visits ... 637
Night visits - oo aee  ses 103
Smoke tests ... i i 193
These visits resulted in formal action in the following cases: —
Notices served for proofing 14 Reminder letters sent ... Nil
Notices served for treatment  Nil  Letters sent re proofing ... Nil
Notices completed 13

All business premises treatments are charged for, the occupier
being responsible for the cost of the service. In the case of domestic
premises, treatments are carried out free of cost to the occupier, in accord-
ance with the Circular of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
which was adopted by the City Council.

The service for the regular treatment of all types of business premises,
at specified intervals, continues to work well and in many instances the
regular inspection of such premises has been eliminated due to the fact
that infestation has ceased as the result of the combined treatments and
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rat proofing measures carried out. In other cases the intervals between the
regular inspections has been considerably lengthened.

Staff sickness and holidays, as in previous years, affected the regular
work of the Section and in some instances led to the postponement of
treatments and delay in the inspection of complaints. On such occasions,
and chiefly in respect of mice infestations, the general public have been
requested to carry out treatments and advised to use Warfarin types of
poison. In the main the treatments were successful, although some people
expect any poison to kill immediately, and cannot appreciate that Warfarin
takes several days to achieve this.

RAT PROOFING OF PREMISES

The rat proofing of premises without question is the most important
and most difficult aspect of the work of the Section, and it is entirely
dependent on the three senior members of the staff. Qualified and experi-
enced public health inspectors are required for this work, particularly as
past experience has proved that every possible type of malpractice in
building and drainage construction is found to be the root cause of in-
festations in all types of properties. This work becomes more exacting
and places a greater load on the Section, as redevelopment works in
general progress throughout the City.

The formal action under Section 4 of the Prevention of Damage by
Pests Act, 1949, which provides for the service of notices requiring the
rat proofing of premises, was only necessary in fourteen cases during the
year, Even in the majority of these cases, agents managing the property
requested the service of a notice solely for the information of the actual
owner. The majority of rat proofing works are carried out without the
service of such notices. In addition, rat proofing measures were carried
out in a further three hundred and fifty-nine properties of all types.

It has been further apparent during the year that the more detailed
supervision by the City Architect to prevent rat infestation in new proper-
ties has paid dividends. Only in a few cases were newly erected properties
found to be infested shortly after occupation.

SALVAGE DEPARTMENT DESTRUCTORS

The five depots of this Department continue to have the heaviest
rat populations in the City, although when present conditions are compared
with those which existed a few years ago the rat populations may be
considered to be very low.

All possible conditions which encourage the breeding and feeding of
rats in comfort and security are found in these depots, and the work of
the Section is directed to confining rats to larger centres of infestation
such as the firing decks and refuse hoppers.

Of necessity a very close watch has to be kept on the depots, and
regular inspections are carried out by day and night. Any noticeable
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increase in the rat population at any place is immediately countered by
a poison treatment.

The Section works in the closest co-operation with the technical staffs
of the Salvage Department and any suggestions regarding elimination
of rat harbourage or proofing are quickly carried out. Treatments were
carried out at the various depots as follows:—

Tyseley Depot Week commencing

10th April Whole depot treated
Brookvale Depot 21st and 22nd June Portions of works
Rotten Park Street  June Whole works
Tyseley Weekend of 11th

November Whole works
Tyseley Weekend of 23rd

24th December Whole works

During the year the new salvage depot at Lifford has been completed
and the premises opened. The old depot has to remain for several months
before demolition, and in order to prevent a migration of rats to the new
works, repeated poison treatments have had to be carried out in the old
works as the various portions closed down and transfer was effected.
The final treatment covered the whole of the works, particular attention
being given to the remaining centres of infestation, namely screen rooms,
hoppers and charging decks.

Subsequent inspections, both by day and night, showed that the rat
population of the whole works was apparently eliminated and that there
was no infestation in the new works. As a precautionary measure,
substantial quantities of Warfarin were left in position at various points
in the old works; these were untouched several weeks later. However,
the premises will have to be kept under observation until demolition
starts and is completed, when it is expected that further treatments of
a precautionary nature will have to be carried out.

The land alongside the river at Castle Bromwich will eventually
house a new destructor and the Section was notified that a minor in-
festation existed. Inspection revealed an extremely heavy rat infestation
over the whole of the tip, the river banks and the banks of a stream, and,
in fact, some thirty rats were observed in one part of the tip during in-
spection. Operations were started immediately covering the whole area of
the tip and including the river and stream banks and a portion of the
railway embankment. The pick up of dead rats was in the region of two
hundred and subsequent inspections showed only a very slight infesta-
tion.

This tip will have to be kept under continual observation for some
considerable time, probably until building operations commence, treat-
ments being carried out as found necessary.

SEWER TREATMENTS

It is more than possible that the sewers of any large city contain
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the largest “‘single” rat infestation which can be encountered. Birmingham
was no exception to this fact, and in 1944, the regular treatment and
poisoning of the sewers was commenced.

Each manhole had to be plotted and identified, and the City divided
into workable areas, whilst consideration had to be given to the boundaries
of each in relation to the trunk or valley sewers. These latter can be called
“barriers’’ insofar that the flow in them is so fast that a rat would have
extreme difficulty in crossing such a sewer.

Due to the size of the City and the sewer mileage, comprising some
1,600 miles, it can be readily seen that the Department is presented with
an outstanding problem, and regular treatment, twice per year, has very
considerably reduced the population in many sewer lengths and completely
eliminated the rats in other lengths.

The work of baiting and poisoning nowadays is very routine and very
unspectacular, nevertheless, it is an extremely important contribution to
| the work of the Section, and is successful in keeping the rat population in
the sewers to a minimum.

Examination of the following short table will show the tremendous
drop in “takes” and “types of takes at the manholes on the system,
and is ample justification for the continuance of the scheme.

SEWER TREATMENTS
Quaniily of bail tahen

Complete Good Small Tolals No "takes"”
Initial treatment,
1944 246 2,227 2,368 4,841 4,734
268th maintenance
treatment, 1961 Nil 191 369 560 7,289

The extensive demolitions taking place in the City add to the
complications of controlling the sewer rats, for each building so demolished
leaves a ready made egress from the sewer via the old drainage systems
of the demolished properties.

The Public Health Act, 1961, now provides local authorities with
some control over the demolition of properties and can require the removal
of old drainage systems from sites and their sealing off. It is to be hoped
that these new measures will be fully implemented.

In the City Centre the activities of rats from disused drains are
apparent when footpaths and forecourts collapse, and in these instances
the agreement with the Public Works Department regarding the excava-
tion and the sealing of the old drains has worked satisfactorily.

In common with the other sections of the Department, the Rodent
Control Section, in the efficient discharge of its duties, places great
reliance on the co-operation of a number of departments of the Corporation.
It is pleasing to note that a very high degree of liaison and co-operation
has been maintained with the staffs of the Public Works, Estates, Housing
Management, City Architect’s and Salvage Departments, and with the
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The

duties include: —

General Inspections Periodical inspection and the recording of all the
necessary particulars of all retail shops, certain wholesale

establishments and warehouses.

Conditions of Employment, Assistants—The regular examination of

the prescribed records relating to statutory weekly half-holidays,
hours of employment on Sundays and compensatory time off
in lieu of Sunday employment; the checking of the regulated
hours of employment of young persons employed in retail shops,
cinemas and other places of entertainment and in the catering
trade wvisits to ensure that the correct intervals for meals
are allowed to all shop assistants.

Staff Accommodation—Inspections to ascertain that a suitable

standard is provided and maintained regarding sanitary
accommodation and washing facilities for use by the staff; that
a reasonable standard of heating, lighting and ventilation is
maintained at all times where staff are employed; to ensure that
there is adequate seating for female staff and that suitable
facilities are available for the taking of meals on the premises.

Early Closing Day and Night Closing Regulations—Regular routine

patrols are made to ascertain that the regulations regarding
compulsory half-day closing and general night closing hours
are complied with by shopkeepers.

Sunday Trading—Regular routine patrols are made enforcing the

limitations of Sunday trading exemptions; the special provisions
for Jewish traders and the City of Birmingham (Rednal) Sunday
Trading Order, 1939.

The work of the Shops Act Inspectors for the year ending 31st
December, 1961, is summarised as follows:—
GENERAL INSPECTIONS
Visits - s 12,969
Rﬂ'—\'ilitﬁ EEE CEE CEE e R e wEw L 2,433
15,452
SPECIAL VISITS
Hﬂf—ﬂ.ﬂ}’ ﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂg awE o L weE waw aww wm 9,?"ﬁ
Sunday trading {da:.r] SEARG SPlE TS ) e ML
Sunday trading {mght] e 39
DTN MO 5 e ver o isa . weee | wes o v 978
Complaints and Inquiries ... 288
j““h “a’d"ﬁ e e LE A ) LR L] L] L L L) 40
14,242

257



STREETS PATROLLED

I‘mlf-d‘! dwing LL R LR L LR LR R LR R amw EE a'm
tht dmhg LR S LE R LR L LR LR mam BEw FER ] m
Sunday trading s 2,485
11,695
rom__mmEmg

SHOPS ACT FORMS PROVIDED

Early closing day 308
Assistants’ half-holiday 280
Young persons’ hours of amplﬂ}rment 276
Exemption (week-days) e aen vas sin ssa e 138
Exemption (Sundays) o wais i L s A 328

1,328

STAFF ACCOMMODATION DEFECTS REMEDIED

W.C. and washing facilities ... e e 186

Heating, lighting and ventilation 20
Facilities for meals s 3
238
R
OFFENCES REPORTED FOR ACTION
Half-day closing :
Sales after closing time ... san wi ain sa s 8
Night closing :
Sales after closing time ... 15
Sunday trading :
Illegal sales s :: 2 105

Warning letters issued in resper:t of the abﬂve mentmned offences 128

In conjunction with the Staff Training Centre of the Ministry of
Labour, this Department was able to accommodate five overseas Labour
Officers with studies on the Administration of the Shops Act, 1950. These
officers, who came from Burma, India and Pakistan, were anxious to see
and learn something of the working conditions in the retail distributive
trades, and in particular the conditions of employment of young persons,
especially those engaged in restaurants, cinemas and other places of
entertainment. Visits were arranged accordingly within the City and the
administration of the Shops Act, 1950, was discussed in detail

City CENTRE EXEMPTION ORDERS

In August this Department was approached by the Town Clerk for
assistance with regard to a formal application by the Birmingham
Chamber of Trade for an order exempting all shops within the area
bounded by the proposed Inner Ring Road from the provisions of Section 1
of the Shops Act, 1950. Evidence supplied by the Chamber of Trade in
support of this application showed that a total of four hundred and
sixty-four shops were approached by circular letter and invited to express
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opinions on the question. A summary of the replies indicated that two
hundred and eighty were in favour of the Order being made and that
one hundred and eighty-four were either against or did not reply. The
City Council being satisfied that a majority were in favour, but not having
the power to make an overall Order, issued instructions for the Chamber
of Trades’ survey to be checked and split into individual trades so that
Orders could be made covering the several trades. The Shops Act
Inspectors, on checking the survey, found that fifty-two shops had not
been included and, having divided the survey into twenty-seven trades,
found that nine trades did not have the majority vote. In view of this
conflicting evidence the City Council decided to conduct a poll and to
issue voting papers. The Shops Act Inspectors then carried out a detailed
survey of all shops within the area as at 18th December, and taking into
account the demolition and reconstruction of the City, it was found that
five hundred and thirteen shops were entitled to participate in the poll.
At the end of the year the information collated from this survey was being
summarised for further action.

Disinfestation and Disinfection

The Disinfection and Cleansing Station is situated fairly centrally at
Bacchus Road. The station operates under the supervision of a Depot
Superintendent who reports daily to the Chief Public Health Inspector.

All complaints of infestation received by the Department from
occupiers of domestic and business premises are promptly investigated
by the Public Health Inspectors. Such complaints refer to infestations
by bugs, fleas, flies, cockroaches, blackbeetles, crickets, ants, etc., and
following investigation, the necessary arrangements for treatment are
made with the Depot Superintendent.

During the year, 1,414 houses received such treatment as compared
with 1,876 in 1960. This represents a decrease of four hundred and sixty-
two treatments or 24-6 per cent. over the year, being identical to the
decrease of 240 per cent. for the previous year.

These figures indicate that a steady downward trend in this type of
work continues, due, no doubt, to the extensive use of modern insecticides.

In addition to this work, many treatments have been carried out
in business premises, including hospitals, licensed houses and restaurants,
public baths, factories and schools. Steam flies and cockroaches proved to
be the main source of infestations occurring in food preparation rooms
and kitchens. The number of separate treatments involved amounted
to one hundred and forty-eight for the year, showing a small increase on
the figure of one hundred and twenty-eight for 1960.

Charges are not made for treatments to domestic premises but in
all other cases appropriate accounts were submitted, based solely on the
cost of labour and materials used.
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DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

The information which follows on the sewerage works carried out by
the Public Works Department during 1961 has been kindly provided by
the City Engineer and Surveyor, Sir Herbert Manzoni.

Redevelopment Areas

The complete resewerage of Lee Bank (Units 313-315), Chamberlain
Gardens, Nechells Green (Units 20 and 22) and Highgate (Unit 417) Re-
development Areas is actively proceeding in step with the demolition
and rebuilding programme.

Wherever possible, the opportunity has been taken to redrain these
. 0ld “combined” areas on the “totally separate’ system, so as to reduce
the load on the main valley sewers and minimise pollution of the rivers
and surface water system.

Other Housing Areas

The following Corporation housing estates have been sewered during
the year:—

Fox Hollies Hall, Barnes Hill, Gibbins Road and Wyrley Birch
part 3, together with various smaller housing sites.

The Bournville Village Trust (private enterprise) has also carried
out extensive sewerage work on their Shenley Farm Estate.

General

The reconstruction of certain lengths of trunk sewers has been
necessary by reason of condition or redevelopment, and the Coldbath
Valley Sewer, the Hockley Main Sewer and the Edgbaston Outfall Sewer
have all been replaced in parts by new work.

The realignment of the Hockley Brook in the Newtown Redevelop-
ment Area has also been completed by the construction of over 500 yards
of 14 feet by 12 feet culvert under conditions of great difficulty.

A large new sewage pumping station has been constructed at Argyle
Street, (Saltley), to replace and increase the capacity of the existing

plant serving this low lying area.
The Electric Avenue, (Witton), area which has suffered intermittent
flooding from foul water, has now been resewered with over 1,800 yards

of new surface water sewers which will relieve the foul water sewers and
do much to reduce this risk.
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

The collection, utilisation and disposal of house refuse is the responsi-
bility of the Salvage Department and Mr. A. E. Barton, General Manager
has kindly supplied the following information. The Department also
undertakes the emptying of cesspools and privy pans and the collection
and treatment of condemned meat, offal, vegetable and other waste from
the City Markets and Abattoir, Assistance is given to traders and in-
dustrial concerns by providing a service of collection and disposal of trade
refuse on payment of appropriate charges.

Dustbins

Dustbins installed at premises within the City during 1961 totalled
48,754, including 28,002 special type hinged-lid bins for use in connection
with the dustless refuse collection system. Since 1950 when the City
Council adopted the policy of supplying dustbins as a charge against
the General Rate Fund, 426,789 receptacles have been provided.

Refuse Collection

The total quantity of refuse of all kinds dealt with by this Depart-
ment during the year amounted to over 370,000 tons and the collection
and disposal of this tonnage necessitated the employment of a fleet of
two hundred and seventy-six vehicles of varying types. The majority are
either petrol or diesel engined, although seventy-seven electrically-
propelled vehicles are still in use.

Satisfactory progress continues in implementing the decision of the
City Council to extend throughout the whole of the City the Continental-
style collection system which was first introduced in Birmingham in
January, 1959,

Special type vehicles having totally enclosed bodies and equipped
with mechanical means for emptying the bins through a sealed aperture
at the rear of the vehicle, are used for this system. At the end of 1961,
twenty-three of these vehicles were in use and 63,097 premises were covered
by the system.

Multi-storey flats, schools and other large industrial and office blocks
throughout the City also benefit from another almost entirely dustless
collection service. This is carried out through the installation of 1} cubic
yard capacity bulk storage containers which are mechanically emptied
into wvehicles specially designed for the purpose. Some 1,100 of these
containers are now in use, serving 9,400 premises.
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Refuse Disposal

The new Refuse Disposal and Salvage Works at Lifford Lane, Kings
Norton, officially opened by the Lord Mayor in October, 1961, are now in
full operation and deal with the whole of the refuse produced in a district
of 14,200 acres with 70,000 premises and an estimated population of
231,000.

The plant at the new works, incorporating the most modern tech-
niques in the separation and incineration of refuse, has been designed with
a high degree of mechanisation, which not only eases the burden of manual
effort. but provides maximum efficiency in performance. The buildings,
also specially designed and executed in modern style, have maximum
natural lighting, glass bricks being used extensively.

The welfare of the employees is well catered for at Lifford, as at
other works, in the provision of a locker room, clothes drying room,
toilets, shower baths and a first-rate dining room. Additionally, special
plant has been installed to restrict the amount of dust released into the
atmosphere in the main building, and so improve the working conditions
of the employees.

Whilst the new works have alleviated the position regarding the
controlled tipping of untreated house and trade refuse in the southern
area of the City, the Department still faces an acute shortage of suitable
sites necessary to deal with the surplus refuse which cannot be handled
by the remaining four works, all of which are operating to capacity.
In this respect, even with no further increase in total tonnage, tipping
accommodation will probably have to be found during 1962 for some
60,000 tons of crude refuse, as well as 154,000 tons of screened dust and
clinker produced at the various works. The disposal of house and trade
refuse by controlled tipping cannot be completely abolished until the
proposed new Refuse Disposal and Salvage Works at Castle Bromwich
are in full operation, which it is hoped will be by 1967.

Labour

Whilst the overall situation regarding the labour force in the Depart-
ment continues to be satisfactory numerically, the high proportion of
“turnover” is still a matter of concern.

From a basic establishment of approximately 1,100 manual employees,
six hundred and ten left during 1961, representing some fifty-five per
cent. Of this number three hundred and eighty-two had less than three
months service, and whilst it was not very difficult to recruit an adequate
number of replacements for the whole of those who left during the year,
it will be appreciated that constant changes in personnel have some effect
on the smooth running of the work.
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Salvage and By-Products

Particular attention continues to be given to the recovery from refuse
of salvage items such as paper, fibreboard, textiles, ferrous and non-ferrous
metal—in fact, any material having some residual value for re-use in
industry, Markets generally have varied little during the period with the
exception of that for ferrous scrap, which declined slightly although the
tonnage extracted by the Department increased.

The collection of condemned meat, offal and other refuse from the
City Markets and Abattoir continued, the materials being treated in the
Organic Plant at Montague Street Works. During the year under review,
a total of 1,156 tons of animal feeding stuffs, fertilisers and fat was pro-
duced.

One of the most popular of these fertilisers, known as “Veg-U-Mus"
and produced entirely from organic material, is in great demand by local
gardeners, It is made available to Allotment Associations at reduced rates
for resale to their members, and evidence of the results achieved fully
justifies the Department’s slogan that it ‘"Makes the kitchen garden pay,
and the flower garden gay!”

Cesspools and Pans

In these days when the water carriage system of sewage disposal
is accepted as an integral part of urban life, it is probably surprising to
find this heading still remaining in a report relating to a large, industrial
city. Cesspools and sanitary pans continue in use however, in areas of
Birmingham not yet serviced by sewers. The number of cesspools receiving
attention at the end of the year was one hundred and twenty-seven, serving
one hundred and sixty-three premises, and during the period one cesspool
was abolished and two new ones added. In addition, ninety-four sanitary
pans were being emptied regularly.

Expenditure and Income

The gross expenditure of the Salvage Department during the year
under review totalled £1,656,547, and the income from all sources during
this period was £210,312.




THE CITY'S WATER SUPPLY

The General Manager and Secretary of the Water Department has
provided the following observations for this year's Annual Report.

Headworks

Work has continued with the long term project for increasing the
output capacity of the filtration plant in the Elan Valley by converting
each of fifteen of the original slow sand filter beds into two rapid gravity
type filters. Two further units were completed and taken into commission
making a total of thirteen beds so dealt with since the work commenced
in 1951. The conversion of the remaining two beds was well advanced at
the end of the year.

Aqueduct

The construction of the total length of 36} miles of Fourth Main
of 60 inch diameter concrete-lined steel pipes on the siphon sections of
the Elan Aquedurct, which commenced in 1949, was completed.

Frankley

The third instalment of twelve rapid gravity filters with a total
capacity of twenty-four million gallons per day was commissioned.

The construction of the fourth instalment continued and was approx-
imately seventy-five per cent. complete at the end of the year. On the
commissioning of the fourth instalment, the scheme for filtering the total
realisable output of the Elan Valley source will be complete.

Area of Supply

The laying of 4,470 yards of twenty-four inch diameter concrete
lined steel main from Parsons Hill to Yardley Wood Road was nearly
completed. When this main is brought into service during the Spring of
1962, it will improve the supply to the Aspley Heath, Bentley Heath and
Shirley Street areas.

Small diameter mains have been laid to cater for development within
the City, to replace old corroded service mains and to improve the distri-
bution system in the various Redevelopment Areas. In a few instances
mains have been laid to convey high pressure water to multi-storey
development sites where the existing pressure in the mains would be
inadequate to reach the top floors of the new buildings.  On several
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ROUTINE SAMPLING OF CORPORATION WATER

The purification of water by the City Water Department is carried
out at both Whitacre and the Frankley Water Works, the latter being
responsible for almost all the potable waters supplied to the City itself.
Careful sampling is carried out throughout the whole year tocheck on the
efficacy of the treatment carried out at both works and to eliminate the
possibility of any illnesses arising from the consumption of the water.

Bacteriological Examination
ELaN VALLEY SUPPLY

This water, draining from the Welsh mountains and impounded in the
Elan Valley, continues to be of excellent quality. The practice of treating
the mountain water by rapid filtration and chlorination before entering
the Aqueduct continues and samples from Steventon half way along it
were of the highest standard. In fact on no occasion was E.Coli reported
and except for January the total viable counts were extremely low.

Water is discharged from the aqueduct into the Bartley and Frankley
Storage Reservoirs. The high degree of purity already referred to may there
be affected by contamination due principally to fouling by birds, and is
especially likely during the winter months, for example on the 3rd Januarya
sample contained 15 E.Coli per 100 ml., but for the rest of the year, with the
exception of the last four months, contamination was insignificant, even
during the latter period there was no cause for concern or need for special
measures prior to filtration. The water from the reservoirs is filtered by
slow sand and rapid gravity filters working in parallel. In general the
slow sand filters produced water of high bacteriological quality although
in January when the water entering showed the signs of faecal contamin-
ation, referred to above, the Slow Sand Filter No. 4 was not satisfactory
and was withdrawn from commission. Later samples were satisfactory.
Rapid gravity filters on the other hand are less effective in reducing the
proportion of bacteria. Following filtration the water receives a final
chlorination prior to passing into the general mains supply. The im-
_portance of routine testing can readily be understood and this is carried
out weekly at the works, after chlorination, from the covered service
reservoirs and at domestic taps. The treated water leaving the works
has been of excellent quality throughout the whole year. Its general purity
is remarkable, for example, samples taken in June on entering, during the
storage and leaving, were of first class bacteriological standards. Similar
results were obtained from the covered service reservoirs, with the excep-
tion of those at Edgbaston and Northfield on two occasions—20th July
and 1st August respectively. This cleared up quickly and the sterility of
the sampling bottles was suspected. Excellent results were obtained from
all samples taken from taps throughout the City.
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WHITACRE SupPLY

Although both the Rivers Blythe and Bourne, which are the sources of
water supply to the Whitacre Works, continue to show a high degree of
pollution, the latter to a greater extent, routine sampling resultsindicate an
improvement over last year.

24,000 or more E. Coli
Type I per 100 mis.

Weekly samples
taken from 1960 1961
River Blythe ... 24 ]
River Bourne ... 22 14

From six samples from the River Blythe and two from the River
Bourne no coliform bacteria were grown during 1961, while in 1960 every
sample contained these bacteria in one form or another.

Water from the River Bourne enters via the Upper Shustoke
Reservoir into the larger one at Lower Shustoke, while that from the River
Blythe flows into the Whitacre Reservoir and after retention there for a
short period is pumped into the Lower Shustoke Reservoir. Considerable
improvement in the water is effected by storage, the general improvement
reported above was also seen in samples taken at these points in its
treatment. -

240 or more
E. Coli Type I No Coliform
per 100 mls. bacteria
Weekly samples -
taken from— 1961 1960 1961 1960
Shustoke Reservoir
Outlet ... 9 17 6 6
Whitacre Reservoir
Outlet... 4 17 13 8

The water from Lower Shustoke Reservoir is subjected to micro-
straining and rapid gravity filtration, followed by super-chlorination in

a concentration varying according to the residual chlorine content of the

water entering the contact tank where the water is stored prior to pumping
to Coventry and Nuneaton. Upon leaving the contact tank this water is
dechlorinated by sulphur dioxide to leave a small residual chlorine content.

One hundred samples were taken from the Pumping Distribution
Main and with the exception of two samples, were of good quality. These
results indicate a remarkable achievement by way of purification.
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These good standards were well maintained in samples from Monwode
Lea on the main to Nuneaton, and Packington on the main to Coventry,
apart from two occasions, i.e. 24th July, at Packington when there was an
extremely high viable count of 3,200 and on the 19th July at Monwode
Lea when the sample contained 240 E.Coli Type I per 100 mls. No further
signs of contamination were obtained and as these coincided with unex-
pectedly poor results elsewhere a fault in the sterilisation of the sampling
bottles was suspected.

WELLs

During the year under review the samples taken from both wells—
at Short Heath and Longbridge—showed the highest degree of purity,
even those from the untreated water were virtually sterile on several
occasions.

Chemical Examination

The number of samples taken from certain points and their average
chemical composition are set out on page 272. Domestic water, in addition
to being tested for its bacteriological purity, is also subjected to chemical
analysis—the results of which not only yield evidence as to the absence
of substances which may be dangerous, but also of the presence of others
which, although not harmful in themselves are valuable guides to the
. sources and nature of any pollution.

The waters from the Elan Valley show little variation in their chemical
content from year to year. Special care is taken to observe the plumbo-
solvent action of this water which is related to its softness and acidity.
This remained within normal limits but the maximum figure of 2.0 parts
per million obtained at Frankley was slightly higher than that of last
year. These figures do not indicate the amount of lead present in the
household water supply where the samples were most satisfactory in
relation to the possible presence of this substance.

The chemical analysis of the Rivers Blythe and Bourne reflected their
high degree of pollution, and there was considerable variation in the
substances present throughout the year. Detergents were also noted in all
samples from the former and in all but four of the twelve samples taken
from the latter. Examination after filtration and chlorination showed that
this had effected their removal in nine of the twelve samples taken; the
-samples for November and December indicated their presence even after
treatment but gave no cause for concern.

Results from radicactive estimations of all waters revealed this to be
at insignificant levels throughout the year.

271



e Gy g | & | &
. Y0 HOH RO
mﬂm _”@3_ Rﬁ E-.w ﬁmw mmw L0 1000 i3 e pue monemm Ly | gg
0 o : el (e [ | iy
| 1 ¥ L E
.m,: suﬂ mw r““w Wn.,m. 092°0 £500 | 6Ly $8 | oyoisngs wisiero)s sy | g
5o BT N |l | | :
i 1 i
@E_ L n_mm MN.,.MW “m,' L2100 BB O | aFs 6L swnog 1Aty | g
o) | (iro) (#81 Mﬁ ] FE {1s) :ﬁ.a_ _Eﬂu_ iris (9L
(1) {oa1'n AT { lgs aqAlE J9any A |
_ﬁ._u: _.H_.a _ﬂ__ 95z uw_ _m._unﬁ e BET0 9680 SFLE Fi HHIVITHM
3 " " H *-.ﬁ
FII) | 81 E.ﬁ.& {rar) ¥e) 8% 0) i m_w Enow {0 ires r w i
i ﬁwm B 0080, L1 (ger) g AL
uw_.m ﬁg__ OO0 _m._._% £DE: ﬁv Em“.. ol LO0°0 i E0S FA7 yieay yogs |
(o1} | floor) (01 00T, (gz {ro .aw mﬂa”% Maw M.ﬁ T.aw HASEEAE "
G900 () gL bg o
_m-t _%_ w_"w ﬁﬁ nﬁ._ W n_m Emu ummm EL0°D [i] 8T '8 STTIM
(oLl i) (6 for) (a7 {0} 000 ﬁw (134 m.ww
" ; 0 I T EULO[YD
_ﬂﬂ_ rn__u__... ...% Mwm ah _m..._qw ____w__ Mm... 0 o 59 PUE LORENY )y |
(1] oz fot) £ (o) Sa.mw o) ig¥) fare)
] to) i (1] lsg) | (-59) d Aspquesg so
Hm.w .um_ .m. Mm.__nu 0 Mmu.h__,_c_ 0 oF 'L Mﬂﬁm up sieaos gV | g1
for) (o) (o) ig1) {0) losno) (o) (at) :..aw
i =0 (i} {o0on) (i) (~¥g) -1z 9ino anpankby
___.m: h._I_n_.“.—ﬂ_ _va _“wm.““__ W 81070 (i} 1k a8 HEHLYM HSTIM &l
mod | (d i i
Lags poay U sl &
ﬂ-&.?u.r. -ﬂu“..:uh »“”...”3: ~aT | pyineesaan) Eﬂumt__i ﬂmﬁu ﬁ. _"“nmw“.wv. Mq.._ Eﬁﬂ&__ﬁ__ hunu: _-_Ex_ E.__nh_.:..._m h....uﬂ.%h b bad i Maﬁ.: Nt FL— ?
p ) wossoig | wowosg | om | supopyn | wedfzp | waloapy | prowsangry [T oN
SLINA (s30q0r1q U1 sanfea swaIIxi)
T (Usw) aairt wEd SWYEOITIIN ¥0 (wd'd) 0000001 WA SIAVA

SNOILVNINVXH TVOINTHD 40 SLINSTI HOVIIAY




PRIVATE WELLS

INDUSTRIAL

There are now ninety-one premises within the City which are known
to use water from boreholes. Their total is made up as follows:—

Breweries using well water for all purposes 8
Hotels and blocks of flats using well water for all purposes 3
Hospital using well water - 13 1
Food preparation premises using well water 7
Industrial premises using well water for all purposes 14
Industrial premises using well water for industrial purposes only 58

91

During 1961, one-hundred and fifty-nine bacteriological samples
and eighty-seven chemical samples were taken from various premises.
The reports obtained from these samples indicated that the water from
the boreholes, although hard, was in a state of high bacteriological purity.

DoMESTIC

There has been no reduction in the number of dwellings in the City
which have to rely on water from shallow wells for their drinking supply.
A bungalow was found during the year with a shallow well, from which
samples were taken and, on examination, were found to be contaminated.
Since a piped water supply was accessible, the property was connected
to it later in the year.

At the end of the years 1957 to 1961, the number of dwellings depend-
ing on shallow wells for their water supply were as follows:—

Year No. of dwellings Wells
1957 10 7
1958 9 7
1959 8 6
1960 G 3
1961 6 5

During 1961 there were six bacteriological samples taken for examina-
tion and the reports obtained indicated that the water from the shallow
wells was not of such bacteriological purity as borehole water. Where
there is evidence of contamination, the occupants are advised to boil the
water before drinking it.
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DWELLINGHOUSES WITHOUT INTERNAL PIPED
WATER SUPPLY

With the continuation of the Improvement Grants Scheme, it was
fully anticipated that numerous owner/occupiers, and to a lesser extent,
landlords, would take advantage of the opportunity to improve their
houses by installing bathrooms, and, of course, hot water systems. Such
is modern progress that it is now considered that a house without a proper
bathroom is definitely sub-standard. Nobody would question this most
obvious trend to better conditions, but, what is incredible, is the fact that
there still remains in this City a considerable number of houses lacking an
internal water supply.

It has been emphasised during the past few years that, whilst a
water supply within a dwelling should be an essential, the fact remains
that in the majority of cases, the lack of such a supply is entirely the wish
of owner-occupiers or tenants, who refuse the necessary installation.

The reason for this is not clear, but it would appear to be that they
think a sink, beneath a tap, is something which has no place within a
dwelling.

It will be seen in the following table that the majority of houses
lacking internal water supply come within the category referred to, the
other very minor reasons being also indicated.

1. Houses included in declared Clearance Areas 8

2. Houses whose life did not justify expense ... 10

3. Houses supplied by wells—usually distant from mains supply 6
4. Houses where space limitation, or other reasons, made

provision impracticable ... e 1

5. Houses where occupants did not desire a supply 642

6. Houses where lack of drainage made provision impracticable 2

667

—_—

This total does not include houses situated in the Redevelopment
Areas, which similarly lack internal supplies and in this classification the
following figures are quoted:

Houses whose occupants refused a supply ... aa 111
These figures give a total of houses without internal watér supply of 778

which reveals a reduction of 32 on last year’s ﬁg‘urﬂa. since at the end
of 1960 the number of houses deficient was ... = i L

This reduction of thirty-two is accounted for, not by any new installa-
tions, but solely because at the end of 1961, thirty-two houses had been
demolished or were void and pending demolition. -
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SAMPLING OF SWIMMING BATH WATER

The extremely high standard of care and cleanliness maintained
throughout the year under review is reflected in the excellent bacterio-
logical results reported from the bath water samples which as usual are
taken monthly and without previous notice. Control of contamination
is essential and its success is related to the maintenance of efficient
sterilisation by means of chlorination. The following table gives an indica-
tion of how this is related to satisfactory samples in the bacteriological
sense, an arbitrary standard of not more than eleven organisms per 100 mls.
and the absence of coliform organisms per 100 ml. being adopted.

Parts per million Free Chlorine | 2 or more |1-5—1-9 1-0—1-4| 0-5—0-9 Nil—0-4
Number of Samples 170 (4) 20 (1) | 44(2) | 35(3) | 32 (8)

Parts per million Total Chlorine | 2 or more | 1-5—19 1-0—1-4| 0-5—0-9| Nil—0-4
Number of Samples 178 (4) | 24(0) | 48(8) | 28 (1) | 28 (5)

The number of occasions when the samples have failed to come within
the adopted requirement is indicated in brackets—the total is com-
paratively small. During the first five months of the year the best results
were obtained, but in the period of heaviest use which followed, the
occasional sample fell below the normal high standards with four of them
showing evidence of slight faecal contamination between the months of
May and September. These results were most satisfactory considering the
large crowds bathing at this time of the year. The results obtained in the

remaining part of the year were excellent.

Bacteriologically the standards maintained in the swimming bath
water were excellent, occasional failures to meet the requirements were
noted and usually related to an unavoidable failure in the chlorinating
plant. Most important however was the fact that on no occasion was a
series of poor samples reported from any one bath.

Mr. J. Moth, General Manager of the Baths Department, states that
the results of these bacteriological examinations of the swimming bath
water are most satisfactory.

With the new bath in course of erection in the Stechford district, to
serve the Eastern side of the City where the population has increased
considerably due to post-war housing development, the City will have
eighteen swimming bath establishments containing twenty-eight pools.

Water for the pools is obtained from the Town main supply and is
chemically treated, chlorinated and continuously filtered, the turn-over
being from three to four hours. To achieve the highest possible standards
particular attention is given to the maintenance and replacement of plant,
and during the year worn out chlorinators have been replaced and new
filtration plants installed at the Monument Road and Sparkhill Baths.
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INDUSTRIAL PREMISES

Sanitary Accommeodation in Factories

Sanitary matters arising in factories are dealt with under the pro-
visions of Part I of the Factories Act, 1937, and when these are not observed,

the factory occupier or other person responsible becomes liable to a fine on
summary conviction.

The Act indicates the extent to which the provisions of this part are
to be enforced by the local authority and includes general requirements
relating to cleanliness, overcrowding, temperature, ventilation, drainage
of floors and sanitary conveniences in factories in which mechanical
power is not used.

The Chief Public Health Inspector and his staff are responsible for
the above duties and the number of visits paid to industrial premises,
defined as factories under the Act, totalled 4,328 for the year. Details of
this work, including the number of premises registered, are as follows:—

Number on Informal
Factories Register Inspections Notices
With power ... 5,020 3,710 169
Without power 297 129 —_—
Other premises 380 489 3
TotaLs ... 5,697 4,328 172

The above figures reveal that a slight decrease has occurred in the
total number of premises registered, when compared with the figure for
1960, which was 5,796.

The Department had no occasion to institute legal proceedings during
the year, as factory managements continued to co-operate in complying
with the requirements of the informal notices referred to above.

As in the previous year, public health inspectors when making the
above visits, also dealt with other statutory duties in connection with
factory canteens, outworkers, etc., thus exercising the most economical
use of available manpower.
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INSPECTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF PROVISIONS AS TO HEALTH

Number of
Number
Premises on Writlen | Occupiers
Register | Inspections| motices | prosecuted
(i) Factories in which Sections
1, 2, 8, 4 and 6 are to be
enforced by Local Authority 297 129 — —
(ii) Factories not included in (i)
in which Section 7 is en-
forced by the Local Authority | 5,020 3,710 169 —
(iii) Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by the
Local Authority (excluding
outworkers' premises) 380 489 3 —
Totats ... | 5,697 4,328 172 Nil

CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

Number of cases in which defecis were found
Particulars Referred
To HM | By HM
Found | Remedied | Imspeclor | Inspecior
Want of cleanliness - 2 - 1
Overcrowding — — — —
Unreasonable temperature — 1 — —
Inadequate ventilation —- — — —
Ineffective drainage of floors — ~% - —
Sanitary Conveniences —
(a) Insufficient L 11 7 — 3
* ([  Unsuitable or defective 573 489 — 86
(¢) Not separate for sexes ... 1 = — 3
Other offences against the Act
(not including offences re-
lating to Outwork) | — 1 1
ToTaL 586 489 1 104

There were no prosecutions.

Outworkers

The homes of persons who carry out light tasks in connection with
the making, ornamenting or finishing of certain classes of goods are
referred to as outworkers’ premises. The employers of such persons are
required under Section 110 of the Factories Act, 1937, to supply the local
authority with lists of their names and addresses during the months of
February and August in each year.

The August return for 1961, which was submitted to the Ministry of
Labour, gave the following particulars:—
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Opinions of the various officers were collated and suitable replies
prepared by the Chief Public Health Inspector. It was necessary to make
comment in seven-hundred and twenty-four cases, or approximately 57
per cent,

Noise Abatement

The Noise Abatement Act, 1960 came into operation on the 27th
November, 1960 with the result that the general public appeared to be
more noise conscious than before.

The Birmingham Corporation Act, 1958 contained similar clauses
to those contained in the Noise Abatement Act, 1960, but no doubt, due
to the publicity given to the Act—noises previously accepted, now in some
instances, become intolerable.

The Noise Abatement Act, 1960 provides that noise or vibration
which is a nuisance shall be a statutory nuisance. The Act restricts’
with certain exemptions, the operation on the highway of loud speakers,
but the Act does not apply to noise or vibration caused by aircraft.

During the year one hundred and forty-four complaints under this
Act have been investigated, and in one complaint of vibration from heavy
machinery authority was given to mitigate the nuisance. The complaints
received were caused mainly by the operation of various types of
machinery whilst vehicle movements and banging of doors have caused
complaint also.

In April, 1960 the Minister of Science set up a Committee “To examine
the nature, sources and effects of the problems of noise and to advise what
further measures can be taken to deal with it."”

A number of local authorities including the Birmingham Cor-
poration have been asked to assist in providing information relating to
noise complaints.

The Act provides that in any proceedings in respect of noise or
vibration it shall be a defence for the defendants to prove that the best
practical means have been used for preventing and for counteracting the
effect of noise or vibration. This means that, where a firm undertake
certain works to reduce noise or vibration and claim that the best prac-
ticable means have been taken, it will then be up to the local authority,
should the nuisance still exist, to prove that by carrying out alternative
methods the nuisance could be mitigated. Unfortunately, there is no
standard degree of noise which affects every person in the same way,
and even certain noises giving pleasure to one person may be of con-
siderable annoyance to another.
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Due to the mechanisation of industry, commerce, transport and even
in the home, noise to a varying degree is almost inescapable. In most
cases it has become possible to live with the general noises and accept them
without concern, but certain sounds, because of harshness or loudness,
become intolerable and cannot be accepted, they become definitely
unwanted sounds which call for some degree of reduction.

Many of the noises giving rise to complaint can be satisfactorily
dealt with by fairly simple and inexpensive remedies, but other noises
occasioned in certain industries are such that the remedy may mean
extensive structural works, andfor the resiting of the source of the noise.

There is no one remedy for overcoming noise, each and every case
must be carefully investigated as to the source of noise and the reason for
its transmission so as to cause annoyance.

Experience has shown that more often than not managements and
owners of premises from which noise is emitted, are sympathetic towards
complaints and are willing to spend time and money towards measures to
find a remedy.

HEATING APPLIANCES

The Testing of Guards on Oil, Gas and Electrical Appliances

The Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Act, 1952 prohibits the sale
or letting of unguarded electric fires, gas fires and oil heaters. The Heating
Appliances (Fireguards) Regulations, 1953 provides that every portable
heater for use in dwellinghouses or other residential premises, shall be
provided with a guard in accordance with the Regulations and conform
to tests set out in the Schedule to the Regulations.

The tests are designed to ensure, as far as practicable, that the guards
are of robust construction, securely fixed, and that when in use possibility
of ignition of clothing and other fabrics by reason of direct contact with
the heating element or flames is considerably reduced.

Under the provisions of the Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Act,
1952 and the Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Regulations, 1953, inspec-
torial work during the year was as follows:—

No. of Premises Neo of Appliances Ne. of Appliances
Visited Examined Sfound Unsatisfactory
217 1,256 7

Of the seven appliances found unsatisfactory, six electric fires were
found to have inadequate guards, and the one gas fire was without a
guard.

On being notified of the contraventions to the Act and Regulations,
the owners of the premises immediately withdrew the appliances from
sale until guards could be fitted.
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION CONTROL

The interest in a cleaner atmosphere continues, both from the
industrial, and also the domestic viewpoint.

The number of industrial boilers, burning bituminous coal and being
hand fired, is steadily declining, due to the difficulty in firing these types
of furnaces so as to avoid contravening the provisions of the Clean Air
Act, 1956, and industrialists are now becoming increasingly aware of the
high costs of fuels, and therefore of the need to ensure more efficient means
of burning the fuel.

New installations burning coal are mechanically fired, thereby
reducing smoke emissions to a minimum. A very high proportion of new fuel
burning installations being installed within the City area are oil-fired,
and by correct equipment and careful operation, practically smokeless
conditions may be achieved.

Householders too, continue to approve the measures being taken to
extend the establishment of smoke control areas, whilst the dense fog
which occurred in mid-December, for an almost continuous period of
seventy-two hours, made many people realize the evils of air pollution,
and the need for urgency in expediting the drive towards a cleaner
atmosphere.

Smoke Control Areas

The control of industrial and commercial smoke emissions can be
readily achieved by the use of mechanical stokers when burning solid
fuels, and the use of gas, oil and electricity. The domestic fire is responsible
for about half the total pollution in the atmosphere, and this pollution
occurs at a relatively low level.

Unfortunately, many householders who sit enjoying the warmth of
their coal burning fires do not realise the immense build up of pollution
which occurs when many thousands of domestic chimneys are involved.
Considerable amounts of tarry soot and sulphur are also discharged into
the atmosphere from each coal burning fire, adding greatly to air pollution
and contributing to the formation of that insidious menace to health—
“Smog.”" Therefore, the extension of smoke control areas continues, this
being the only way to control the emission of smoke from the domestic fire;
to enforce the use of smokeless fuels, being either solid fuel, gas, electricity,

or oil.

During the year the staff of the Smoke Abatement Section of the
Department was increased by eight in order to cope with the increasing
work. Included in this number were four smoke control area advisers,
who are carrying out the survey of domestic dwellings in proposed smoke
control areas.
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On the 1st September, twelve additional smoke control areas came
into operation, ten of the areas being development sites for the erection
of new dwellings, and with a smoke control order being applied to these
areas this will ensure that all the new dwellings will be smokeless when
occupied. The areas of these sites total forty-four acres and the orders
will ultimately affect a total of five hundred and seventy-six dwellings.

The remaining two areas coming into operation on the 1st September '
were the No. 4 and the No. 6 Smoke Control Areas. i

The No. 4 area covers an area of 2185 acres between the Bull Ring,
Camp Hill, Digbeth and Bristol Street, and will affect some five hundred
and sixty dwellings and over nine hundred other premises.

The No. 6 area affects the Nechells Green Redevelopment Area of
266-6 acres and will ultimately affect more than 3,800 dwellings and
five hundred and fifty other premises.

Three smoke control orders became operative on the 1st December,
one small area adjoining the northern tip of Nechells Green Redevelopment
Area, one in Pershore Road, and the other covering the area of Bangham
Pit Farm Housing Estate. These areas total one hundred and seventy-
two acres and bring 1,128 dwellings under smoke control.

In addition to the orders which became operative during the year a
further twenty-four smoke control orders, relating to sites of new develop-
ment, were submitted to the Minister of Housing and Local Government
and have been confirmed, coming into operation on the 1st July, 1962.
This means that one hundred more acres and 1,553 dwellings will be covered
by the orders. 3

The City Council have made orders during the year for mghtmﬂm
areas of new development, seven areas of pre-war Municipal Housing
Estates, and an order for the No. 5 Smoke Control Area.

The seven areas of pre-war Municipal Housing Estates include areas
at Stechford, Alum Rock, Harborne Lane, Quinton, Billesley and Kings
Heath, whilst the No. 5 Smoke Control Area covers the district between
the Bull Ring and the Coventry Road, and from Digbeth to Lawley Streat_

These orders have been submitted to the Minister for confirmation,
and will make a considerable contribution towards the cause of smoke
abatement by bringing under control more than 6,360 dwellings and
approximately nine hundred and fifty other premises, within an area of
1,237 acres. _

The Minister of Housing and Local Government, in Circular No. 3/61
has indicated that necessary incidental works of adaptation may now
include the provision of electrical means of ignition for solid smokeless
fuel and during the year two additional types of electric igniters made

their appearance.
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Electric igniters provide the answer to those premises burning solid
smokeless fuels in smoke control areas, where no gas is available for ignition
purposes. The electric igniter directs a stream of hot air at a temperature
of 800°C. into the fuel in the fireplace, this temperature being sufficient
to ignite all the solid smokeless fuels available for use in the domestic
fire.

The Minister has indicated that he does not at present wish to revise
the guidance given to local authorities in Circular No. 28/60, about the
use of sticks and paper for lighting fires in those premises in a smoke
control area that are without a supply of town's gas.

It appears, therefore, that for the time being exemption will still
have to be provided in future orders for those premises that are without
a supply of town's gas.

The Department is aware of the importance of keeping house-
holders informed of the progress on smoke control areas, as it is essential
that the full co-operation of the public is obtained towards achieving
the success of the drive towards a cleaner atmosphere. Notices in the
Press, posters in smoke control areas, letters and pamphlets on smoke
control sent to the occupiers of dwellings in smoke control areas, ensure
that the necessary information is given, whilst officers from the Depart-
ment visit householders to assist in solving any problems that arise in
regard to fuels and fuel burning appliances. The West Midlands Gas
Board are also giving valuable assistance by providing a demonstration
van, where various appliances and fuels are available for inspection. In
addition, representatives of the Board visit dwellings where difficulty
has been found and demonstrate to the householder the correct use of the
appliance and the fuel that should be used.

At the Midlands Ideal Home Exhibition held at Bingley Hall, a stand
embodying an information bureau on smoke control areas was arranged
~ in conjunction with the Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation (see photograph
facing page 282). The stand, displaying old type coal burning grates
which would require replacement, and would qualify for a financial grant
if in a dwelling in a smoke control area, attracted considerable attention.
Members of the Department who manned the stand were kept busy
answering the many queries raised by interested visitors. The photograph
shows the stand, with visitors discussing smoke control problems with a
member of the Smoke Abatement Section.

The present position in relation to smoke control areas up to the
3rd December, 1961 is as follows:—

Smoke Control Areas in operation 18
Smoke Control Orders confirmed but not j."El‘. in aperatmn 24
Smoke Control Orders submitted to the Minister for confirmation 16
Number of dwellings subject to the above orders ... G ... 15,468
Acreage of the above areas . 2,356
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Temporary Exemption Certificates

In some circumstances the prevention of dark smoke emissions
from industrial chimneys is not possible without alterations to the furnaces
which they serve or to the firing equipment. ‘

The provisions of Section 2 (2) of the Clean Air Act, 1956 in
acknowledging this, empowers the local authority, should they be satisfied
that it has not been practicable to alter or equip the building or furnaces
or any associated apparatus so as to enable it to be used in a manner by
which no dark smoke will be emitted from the chimney, to issue a certificate
to that effect. The certificate may be valid for one year from the date of
issue or for such shorter periods as may be specified, and may also be
renewed even after the expiration of these periods.

A limit of seven years from the date of the passing of the Act is given
to occupiers of buildings or owners of the plant to effect alterations to the
furnace or its equipment so as to enable it to be fully used for the purpose
for which it was intended.

In August, the Minister of Housing and Local Government issued
Circular No. 42/61 reminding local authorities that the defence against
prosecution under Section 1 of the Act will not be available after the 5th
July, 1963, and consequently no further temporary exemption certificates
will be issued.

The Chamber of Commerce and also the Federation of British
Industries were informed accordingly so that their members could be
notified that after this date it will no longer be possible to plead a defence
in any proceedings brought because of faulty buildings or equipment, that
it had not been possible to remedy this.

A number of firms have been engaged on the installation of new
furnaces that will enable them to be operated with the minimum emission
of smoke, and during the year, six certificates of temporary exemption
from Section 1 of the Act were authorised to be issued by the Health
Committee. There is no doubt that manufacturers are aware of their
responsibilities under the Clean Air Act, 1956 and are endeavouring to
minimise the emission of smoke from their chimneys.

Installation of New Furnaces

The examination of plans submitted under local Building Bye-laws
and of planning applications under the Town and Country Planning
Acts, often enables information to be obtained of proposals to install new
or additional furnaces in the premises.

The drawing of the attention of the owners or architects concerned
to the requirements of the Clean Air Act, 1956, particularly to the necessity
of informing the Local Authority of the intention to install the furnace,
is an endeavour to obtain smooth and amicable working with those who
have interests in the projects.
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During the year one hundred and twenty-two notifications of the
intention to install new furnaces were received, and the following table
indicates the types of fuels which would be used:—

Coal Solid Smokeless 0l (ras Waste
Mech. Fired Fuels Material
6 5 0 14 7

The increase in the use of oil continues, and of proposals notified last
year, 71.4 per cent. were oil-fired installations, this year the oil-fired in-
stallations amount to 73-7 per cent. of the total. In addition to these oil-
fired furnaces may be cited the seven furnaces burning waste materials,
which incorporate an oil-fired after burner, thus ensuring the burning of all
volatile matter and attaining smokeless operation.

Heights of New Chimneys

The requirements of Section 10 of the Clean Air Act, 1956, in relation
to plans deposited in accordance with Building Bye-laws, which show that
it is proposed to construct a chimney for carrying smoke, grit, dust and
gases from a building, are carried out through the liaison between the
Health Department and the City Engineer and Surveyor’s Department,
whereby any appropriate plans are circulated for comments in regard to
the height of the proposed chimneys.

Consideration is given to:—
(a) the purpose of the chimney,
(b) the position and description of adjacent buildings,
(c) the levels of the neighbouring ground,

and any other matters requiring consideration in relation to the chimney
emissions.

This procedure entails making enquiries from the architects or
owners concerned, visits to the site, and the subsequent collation of the
information by the Chief Smoke Inspector. The comments, adverse or
otherwise, are then submitted for the consideration of the Public Works

Committee,

Forty-six plans were circulated from the City Engineer and Surveyor's
Department during the year for comment concerning the heights of
proposed chimneys, which would serve fuel burning plants of industrial
or commercial premises. Following enquiries from the architects and
visits to the sites, the chimneys were considered satisfactory with the
exception of eighteen, which it was considered should be increased in
height.
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Atmospheric Pollution from Railway Smoke

Routine observations have been maintained throughout the year on

coal fired locomotives when operating in sidings, engine sheds and at main

| line stations. On the 5th June an observation was made on a locomotive

| at the Saltley Motive Power Depot and emissions of black smoke totalling
| 93 minutes in half an hour were noted.

The particulars were reported to the Health Committee and

authorisation was obtained to take legal proceedings under The Dark

. Smoke (Permitted Periods) Regulations, 1958. At the subsequent hearing

" at the Victoria Law Courts the British Transport Commission pleaded
guilty to the offence and were fined the sum of fifteen pounds.

A series of observations was made on railway engines at New Street
| Station and St. James’ Road, Edgbaston, between October 1960 and

- February, 1961.

No excessive emissions of smoke were observed, and it was noted that
 the footplate staff appeared to be aware of the importance of carefully
} tending the engine fires and care was being taken to avoid the emission
. of smoke.

i More diesel traction is appearing and with it a reduction in the number
. of coal fired locomotives. It is encouraging to see the strides being made
| by the British Transport Commission towards the electrification and
~ dieselisation of the railways throughout the country, thus steadily making
- their contribution towards the reduction of pollution in the atmosphere.

- Fumes and Effluvia

: During the year eleven complaints of nuisance from fumes were
investigated. These arose from spray painting processes, burning of wax
cartons, coke fumes and oil fuel emissions.

After careful investigation, and upon the source of the complaint
being established, the owners or management of the firms concerned were
interviewed and remedial measures proposed.

A total of three hundred and thirty-four visits have been made, in-
cluding follow-up visits, and routine observations have been made to
ensure the nuisance has ceased.

It gives satisfaction to record that the owners or managements
fully co-operated in carrying out the remedial measures suggested, and in
no case was it necessary to resort to the service of a statutory notice.

287



Dust Emissions

Seventeen complaints of dust emissions caused by processes con-
nected with spray painting, shot blasting, wood-working and polishing
of metals, have been investigated.

"

Some of the lighter dusts may be airborne for a considerable distance,
and it may be necessary in certain circumstances to spend some time on
investigations before the source of the nuisance can be ascertained.

A total of three hundred and four visits and observations have been
made during the year, and it is pleasing to note that by the ready co-
operation of the owners and managements in taking the necessary measures
to overcome the nuisances, it has not been necessary to resort to statutory
action.

Pollution Recording Apparatus

Eight pollution recording stations are sited within the City. Each
station consists of a standard deposit gauge for the collection of solid
pollution, and a lead peroxide instrument for the determination of sulphur
dioxide in the atmosphere.

Although the previous year’s records indicated an increase of both
solid deposits and sulphur dioxide pollution, which may have been
attributable to the long duration of wet weather, and the lower temp-
eratures which necessitated heating appliances being brought into service
earlier than they would have been, the present year’s records indicate a
favourable decrease in pollution. Tables I and II indicate the monthly
record of solid matter deposited and the sulphur determination as
collected by the gauges and Table III indicates the yearly total of solid
deposits per month per gauge, and the sulphur dioxide expressed as
50, per 100 square centimeters of lead peroxide per day, for each gauge.

Table III indicates a considerable decrease in the amount of solid
matter deposited in each of the gauges, and also a decrease in the sulphur
dioxide pollution and, as shown on the graph (which indicates the average
weight of solid matter collected per square mile per gauge per annum and
the mean daily average of the sulphur determination) apart from the high
points of last year the downward trend of pollution from 1956 continues.

It is to be expected that the amount of solid deposits should decrease
as more and more smoke control areas become established, but the sulphu,nr
figures will reach and remain more or less at a constant level, and the
records of pollution from this source will be to some extent dependent
upon climatic conditions, and therefore the results may fluctuate from

year to year.
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Abatement of nuisances, 238

~ Accidents, 27
Accident ambulances, 143

- Adoption clinic, 89

- Adoption and child protection, 192
Aged and chronic sick, 149, 183, 194

~ Aged and Infirm Homes, 183
Agriculture (Safety, Health and

Welfare Provisions) Act, 1956, 247

~ Airport—health control, 55

~ Air raid shelters—demoliticn, 245
Ambulance service, 142
Analytical laboratory, 67

 Antenatal care—statistics, 117

- Antenatal clinics, 88, 97

Anthrax, 32

Approved school, 187

Appointment clinics, 89,99

‘Area comparability factors, 24

‘Area of City, 18

Aston District Nursing Association, 132

Atmospheric pollution, 281

- Audiology clinic, 90

G. vaccination, 58

am, general, 15

150
‘Birmingham Hospital Saturday Fund,
157
Births—incidence and rates, 18, 30
ness, 194
‘tests, expectant mothers, 88
ded out children, 185

Care of deprived children, 184

Care of mothers and young children, 84

Care of the aged and chronic sick, 149,
183, 194

Care of the unmarried mother, 91

Care of the unmarried mother—
statistics, 100

Catering premises, 206

Causes of death, 20, 31

Cerebral palsy, 198

Certificates of disrepair, 234

Cesspools, 266

Child protection and adoption, 192

Children Act, 1948, 184

Children’s clinics, B8, 87

Children’s Homes, 188

Children’s Home Nursing Unit, 134

Child welfare centres, 86

Child welfare clinics—statistics, 97

Chiropody—aged persons, 150

Chiropody clinic, 90, 119

Clean Air Act, 1956, 281

Cleansing station, 149, 259

Clearance areas, 225, 244

Climatology—Birmingham, 15

Coconut, desiccated, 214

Common lodging houses, 246

Community care, 176

Comparability factors, 24

Compulsory removal, 194

Confectionery bakeries, 212

Consultation clinic, 89, 97

Contacts—tuberculosis, 60, 78

Convalescent care, 155

Cream, 210

Cream, imitation, 213

Cremation certificates, 202

Crude rates, 28

D

Dairies, 206, 221

Day nurseries, 84

Day nurseries—statistics, 96
Deaf-blind, 197

Deaf children—audiology clinic, 90
Death rate, 23, 29

Dental health education, 105
Dental service, 103

Deprived children—medical care, 184
Desiccated coconut, 214

Diabetes survey, 128

Diphtheria, 32


















