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Iness described as  Food Poisoning " was again fairly common
‘must be stated that in the majority of cases the part (if any) which
nd drink played was not ascertainable.

‘the past three years paratyphoid has become rare. There were
es in 1958.

‘ %’h& total of 43 confirmed cases of poliomyelitis was surpassed in the

teen years in 1955 (84 cases), 1952 (48 cases), 1951 (52 cases),

) (44 caaes}, 1949 (68 cases) and 1947 (166 cases). The maximum

rt is being made to immunise as high a proportion of the susceptible

ition as possible as soon as possible. When this has been achieved

d and sustained fall in incidence can be expected as has been the
ence in diphtheria.

) Immumsatmn against whooping cough is now paying good dividends.
were only 1,876 cases notified, this being a third to a half of the
.numha' occurring up to five years ago, since when there has been
irked downward trend. Furthermore, deaths are now rare.

abies has been on the increase steadily since 1953, the number of
treated having doubled in that period.

~ As judged by hospital statistics, the almost three-fold increase in
orrhoea during the present decade is to be noted in comparision with
fall in cases of syphilis. Even in syphilis, however, the fall was
errupted by a progressive rise in the years 1955 to 1957.

City’s estimated population as at June 30th, 1958 was 1,095,000,
se of 8,000 since 1957. The population continues to fall slowly
steadily in spite of the sustained rise in the birth rate since 1956.
1 rate for 1958 was 17-60 per thousand population and was the
recorded since 1949, After the first month of life the chances of
al of babies continues to improve, no doubt due, at least in part,
y improving environmental conditions, parental knowledge and
Is of child care. For the past four years, however, the stillbirth
1 Birmingham, and in the country as a whole, has been relatively
and the death rates during the first week and first month of life
: to show an adverse trend in Birmingham but to improve in the
sountry as a whole. Illegitimate babies of this age have less chance of
vival than leglﬂmate babies and the fact of the percentage of live
illegitimate babies remaining distinctly higher than it was four
is having an adverse effect upon the death rates in the first
‘the first four weeks for the City as a whole. It is, however, a
t death rates of very young legitimate babies are also increasing
looks to the question of maternal health and antenatal care
factor in their prevention. i
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eventive activities of the Department, particularly immunisation
pohmnyehtls and other diseases.
e personal health service is naturally popular as the benefits
d are, in the main, individual. Environmental health on the
hand is general rather than individual and not obviously spectacular
evement. It has been necessary to ensure that this essential
ure of Public Health has not been subjugated by the personal health
Vi Environmental health services are highly effective in preventing
on a large scale and these, together with epidemiology, another
itial ’ in the field of public health, are major factors of the preven-
e machinery of the local authority.

In my Reports for 1950 1951 and 1956, I referred to my contention
housing was the foundation on which to ensure mental and
al health. Relentless action has been taken for the demolition
-standard property and for the take-over of such property ; the
so that improvements could be effected to enable the houses to
| in occupation for a number of years although this does not neces-
overcome the evil effects of the bad house—lack of through ventila-
of separate amenities and of a bathroom, etc. Rapid progress can
erved in the inner and outer ring wards of the City in the provision
ng accommodation of a standard which will in the future ensure
health. Better housing should, of course, be related to cleaner air.
legislaﬁun-—ﬂle Clean Air Act, enables a policy whereby proposals
ter housing can be correlated with those for ensuring cleaner air
the gradual process of making Smoke Control Orders in areas of the
subject to redevelopment. This is being undertaken as part of
1 Committee policy. In large industrial areas such as the West
ids Conurbation, in which this City lies to the south-east, the full
efits of smoke control will be felt if all authorities vigorously pursue
licy of clean air envisaged by the Clean Air Act.

It is gratifying to observe the decline in tuberculosis brought about,
' t degree, by the advancement of medical science in the treat-
: ;_ ﬁ-the disease. Better standards of living have also played a part.

- There have been no radical changes in the day to day administration
,' e Tﬂm:l authority personal health services and any expansion which
necessary by reason of new legislation has been effected without
or alteration in the staff structure of the Department. Decreases
n spheres of activity—of the health visitor and the domiciliary
have been offset by increases in other ways. In the case of the
visitor, attendances at welfare centres for ante and post natal
tions have decreased, but alternatively her work with the family
L whole has more than occupied the time which would have been
the routine of welfare centre work. In the case of the midwife,
easing tendency over the years for hospital confinement resulted
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has arisen an excellent hospital—general practitioner—local authority

relationship in this valuable work.
- The Ambulance Service, another feature of the local authority
ce, has dealt with an ever increasing demand since 1948, working
ain in close ammahon mth the hnsputa.l and general medical services.

;' ommon purpose and understanding which has existed between the
authorities and the staffs of all the services involved.

. The extensive legislation of the years 1946—1950, set the pattern
a complete social service. The application and development of
the pattern to the needs of the community was placed in the hands of
the authorities. This arrangement allowed for personal as well as
collective endeavour. The personal aspect concerned the staffs of the
authorities and revealed the need for human understanding as a neces-
sary feature of everyday work. The success of a social service, it is
quite apparent from experience during the past ten years, rests to a
great extent on effectively controlled administrative flexibility. Without
this a service is prone to become rigid, complex and lifeless.

re of Mothers and Young Children

- The focal point for this activity is the Welfare Centre. During
the ten years since the inception of the National Health Service Act
there has been a spread of population and, to provide readily accessible
amenities on new housing estates mainly on the periphery of the City,
_i;- enty additional welfare centres have been opened ; only one of these is
situated in the City’s inner ring. It was found in some instances mothers
d their children had to walk long distances to welfare centres. In 1953,
¢ City Council accepted a recommendation of the Health Committee
suitable provision could be made for welfare centres by adapting
icipal houses, and this has been put into effect. This arrangement,
gether with the use of accommodation rented from Tenants’ Associa-
tions and a Church, the latter as a temporary measure, has brought
almost every point in the City within a mile of one or other welfare

centre

The Health Committee in 1951, decided that health visitors should
work in c.luaer relationship with general practitioners. The experiment
to discontinue the provision of maternity and child welfare centres of the
tyT F’mmuly built and to utilise adapted municipal houses was com-
ced in 1953. At the same time, general practitioners were encouraged
to hold antenatal, postnatal and infant welfare clinics in welfare centres
throughout the City. It should be mentioned that as long ago as 1922
‘ pohcy had been encouraged.
. General practitioners were holding clinics, both antenatal and
'l children’s, at 13 welfare centres and health visitors or midwives were in
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nents have been put in hand to close one further day nursery
the 24-hour nursery in 1959. The decline in demand is prubabljr
‘the priority system of admission and to the increase in fees, especi-

x ;;m, all meals, with the exception of two nurseries, were cooked
d sent out from two central kitchens. A change was instituted in
By the end of December, 1952, all nurseries cooked their own meals.
stores of the Department despatched to the nurseries all food
1 the exception of meat, fish, bread and milk.

=

Eo summarise, in December, 1948 there were 2,217 places ; 2,335
en were registered for admission and there was a waiting list of
In 1952, the number of places had reduced to 1,744, 1,524 on the
_. and a waiting list of 323. In 1958, there were 1,060 places with

n the register and a wa.ltlng list of 106. Average attendances
penod fell from 1,872 in 1948 to 674 in 1958.

j %13 service has also been affected by the two trends mentioned in
e preceding item. In 1948, 539, of all Birmingham deliveries took
ace in hospital ; the percentage had increased to 59%, by 1952 and by
to 659%,. In 1948 the percentage of general practitioner booked
iary cases was 18%,, by 1952 it was 669, and by 1958—879%,.
uld not be overlooked that since 1949 mothers have been discharged
14 days from hospitals to the care of the Local Authority service.
9 the number of these cases was 3,728 and in 1958, 3,890. Although
number of domiciliary confinements decreased, the discharge of
rs from hospital under fourteen days increased the work of the
e, because the greatest percentage of discharges under fourteen
took place prior to the ninth day when much care is still required.
53 there were 2,079 mothers discharged between the sixth and ninth
and only 531 between the tenth and fourteenth days, increasing
to 3,099 between the sixth and ninth days but falling to 400
the tenth and fourteenth days. In 1958 there were 1,276
25 before the sixth day, 2,241 between the sixth and ninth days

he procedure of booking the general practitioner for home con-
ts, which has been encouraged by the Department, has influenced
de for medical aid. In 1949 medical aid was requested in 472
s where the doctor had been booked and in 2,250 cases where the
‘had been booked. In 1958 the number was 1,886 for doctor
d cases, and in midwife booked cases, 739.

here has been a steady rise in the use of gas and air from 884
es in 1948 to 3,996 in 1958. Pethidine, first administered in 1950
18 cases, was administered to 3,498 cases in 1958.
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 In collaboration with hospitals in the City, visitors have been
ed to specific hospitals for follow-up work. This commenced in
mth ‘one health visitor appointed for work in the Children’s Ward
the Birmingham General Hospital. The visitor later transferred to
{thm s Hospital. Gradually this work has grown and health
tors are now working in co-operation with hospital staffs in the
at Selly Oak, Dudley Road, Little Bromwich, Orthopaedic and the
ident Hospitals. At the Queen Elizabeth Hospital the health visitors
eiil:lﬂl adult patients, giving instruction in the Antenatal Unit Block,
th visitors are attached to diabetic clinics at the General and Selly
spitals. These visitors form a link between general practitioner,
‘and Public Health Department. A health visitor has personal
WS wi:l'.h mothers attending the Birmingham Maternity Hospital
s group instruction for mothers attending the huspital relaxa-
ﬁni‘::s. The health visitor has been mentioned as occupying a key
tion in regard to mental health (see page 47) and now takes part in
discussions with mental health workers at a number of centres.
ﬂheussmns she meets workers from allied fields, i.e., the Children’s
| nent, Housing Management Department, Tuberculosis After-Care,
hool Health Service and members of the Family Service Unit.
‘will be observed that whilst welfare centre routine has diminished
the operation of the National Health Service Act, the importance
;wsm-k of the health visitor increases from year to year with conse-
tial benefit to the community. The field of activity is unlimited,
be seen in the references which are made to this work throughout

i meet the expansion of the health visitors’ duties. This included
sections on physical and mental welfare, social, industrial and econo-
ditions and administrative provisions ; the ethics and technique
th visiting and the technique of teaching health education.
1t health visitors undertake a comprehensive training designed
‘three academic terms. In this City a change from the seven
training to a course of nine and three-quarter months’ duration
ade in September of 1951. Student health visitors have received,
al years, lectures on the preparation for old age and care of the
, and accompany general health visitors, special health visitors
the care of the aged and infirm, and district home help organisers
heir field visits. Observation visits are paid to a geriatric unit and
s and homes for the aged. The older members of the community
cluded among selected families visited by students in the latter
f their training. Student health visitors are also responsible for
ring papers for discussion on the welfare of the aged. Since the
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 In 1944, the Health Committee took over the functions of the Bir-
ngham Council of Social Hygiene. A Health Education Sub-Committee
M formed in 1943 to develop the service on the lines already men-
Additional lecturers were appointed for work in the schools,
salth visitors undertook lectures in girls’ schools. The organising
vas augmented. An Assistant Medical Officer was placed in charge
section. So that every aspect of Public Health could be covered
verts, the staff of all sections of the Department have been utilised
: Every health worker in close contact with the community
5 :n. potential in conveying knowledge and health practices to a great
any people in the City.

1 1 1947 there were 41 ancillary lecturers (members of the staff), today
are over 170. An extensive library of reference books and visual
maintained and added to yearly, together with charts, films, film
flannelgraphs, picture pamphlets, leaflets, etc. Artists of the
& ment prepare educational material, posters, exhibitions, film strips
’I'heir work is constantly added to the library. Various methods of
alth education are employed—individual teaching, probably the most
ccessful, is carried out by health visitors and other social workers
'hame. Informal talks are given as part of additional facilities at
re centres ; these are well received by mothers. The duration of the
is approximately six minutes. Talks to various groups and organisa-

is another method. This is undertaken at welfare centres, the
sachers’ Training College, grammar schools, secondary modern schools,

"; courses, Scout and Girl Guide organisations, and by talks to
and dental students. Additional group talks are given to youth
tions, clubs, continuation schools, industrial apprentices, women's
sations, social groups, young wives' clubs, study groups, parent-
- groups and the Darby and Joan clubs. Another important
15 the talks given at Winson Green Prison, at remand homes,
schools and probation hostels.
1948, the number of lectures totalled 2,438 and there has been a
increase to 4,301 in 1956. Due to the reduction in the number of
g staff, there has been a slight decrease in lectures during the
vo years. Owing to difficulty in meeting the commitments for
education in boys’ schools (this is undertaken by the male organis-
ff) in-service training was given to nine male district nurses. The

i of school work was completely revised, charts were prepared

ruction given to the nurses in teaching technique and methods.
male nurses are now being utilised to full advantage. It is felt
the extensive use of the staff of the Department as a whole in
education, working in close association rather than as isolated
and the integration with other Corporation Departments, the
authority and with voluntary organisations which has taken
ich has been achieved in bringing to the notice of the community
ue of health education.
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- The child population (pre-school 0—4) during the ten years has
educed from 103,707 to 84,400—as percentages from 9-5%, to 78%. In
large age group, 5—64, the population has remained fairly constant
proportion of the whole—882,472 in 1947, gradually rising to 918,800
1 1956 (increase from 81-3%, to 82:7%,). In the age group 65+ there
as been a rise in population from 99,821 in 1947 to 107,600 in 1956—
percentage rise from 9-2 to 9-7. As a matter of interest the age group
5 and over has been divided into three phases, 65—74, 75—84 and 85
and over, for the same years, as shown in the table below :—

. o, of total 9, of total [ % of total
~ Age Group 1947 |population| 1951 |population| 1956 |population|
6574 oo 70420 | 65 71,257 | 64 70,800 | 64

o 25,939 2-4 28,475 2-5 32,400 2:9

88+ ... .. s4e2| o3 3665 | 03 4400 | 04

s

- In the age group 65 to 74 the population varied little—70,420 in
947 to 70,800 in 1956. On the other hand, the number of persons in
age group 75—84 increased between 1947 and 1956, 25,939 in 1947 to
0 in 1956. In the age group 85 and over there were 3,462 persons
in 1947 and 4,400 in 1956. This increase, when related to the possible
nd on the personal health services, is considerable as in these older
groups greater reliance is placed on assistance from outside the
y circle—either the local authority, the hospital or the voluntary

3 &
SOP A LARTN

- This trend in population substantiates the wise provision which was
ade in the early years for the care of the aged and the infirm by develop-
the existing services of the health visitor, home nurse and the home

p and the seconding for special duties, of health visitors to deal solely

,theasﬁ

The statements herein on these services refer to the effect which an
singly aged population has had on them. Mention, however, has
B-een made of the arrangements for the bathing of elderly people
at the Cleansing Station of the Department. They are taken by car
 regular intervals to the Cleansing Station where they receive a bath and
iampoo. Bath lift apparatus has been provided for the more infirm.

Prior to the introduction of the National Assistance Act, 1948,
wers existed under the Birmingham Corporation (General Powers)
1929, for the medical officer of health, after certification in writing
that a person was aged or infirm or physically incapacitated and resided

pram:ses which were insanitary or, alternatively, was suffering from
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rome. In 30 cases health had deteriorated and they had become unfit
or convalescence. The greatest number of cases accepting convalescence
in the age group 45 to 64—199, followed closely by the age group
'_'f:__- 74 with 175 cases. There were 79 cases in the age group 75 and
wer. It was possible to make arrangements for 19 mothers to have
onvalescent care and these mothers took with them 21 babies.

The Birmingham Hospital Saturday Fund, a voluntary organisation,
1as received from the Health Committee each year a grant of £3550.
[his Fund makes arrangements for the convalescence of patients who
contributors to its scheme and in 1958, 6,423 patients received the
... of this. Of this number 5,712 were accommodated in homes
wned by the Fund. The Fund also assists a number of contributors
who have to take convalescence under the arrangements made by the
.-'::"-'an-: tment. It also accommodates patients in the Fund’'s homes who
re not -mntnhutors to the Fund but who are taking convalescence
under arrangements made by the Department. Charges are made to the
De 'ment for these services.

H0USING—PRIORITY IN REHOUSING ON MEDICAL GROUNDS

- Various sections of this Survey have referred to the care and attention
hich is directed to the alleviation of detrimental housing conditions. An
portant function of the Department is the assistance given to persons
aiming consideration to priority rehousing due to some medical
ition ; this latter needs to be substantiated by medical evidence.

~ The City Council's Points Scheme, which came into operation on the
B -Jammry 1953, made an allowance of up to a maximum of 30 points on
th grounds where there was a substantiated medical condition which,
n in conjunction with other housing conditions in which the family
living, warranted a degree of priority in rehousing. These points
d be in addition to points awarded by the Housing Management
artment for lack of accommeodation, length of time on the waiting
nd various domestic difficulties such as sharing the toilet and cooking
25, inconvenience of water supply and sink, etc. In addition to
sing the need for rehousing due to a medical condition, the Housing
gement Committee allocate a quota of houses each year for families
‘need for rehousing on medical grounds is extremely urgent and
do not qualify for rehousing on points even if 30 are awarded on
ealth grounds.
Er discussion between the Committees and the officers and later co-
ration between those officers, a system was devised to deal effectively
these cases. All valuable information relating both to the housing
astances and the medical condition is assembled in connection with
ach case. The Housing Management Department initiates this action
nd later submits the case to the Public Health Department. A visit,
ther by a medical officer, health visitor or technical officer, is then
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established services was recognised, together with the need to
eploy the Department’s personnel in such a manner that an effective
__::‘_,.,_, bution to prevention could be made. The service was by 1953
anh‘enched departmentally, but a degree of isolation still prevailed.
s broken down by a slow, but firm integration with other sections

e lepartme.nt and with the hospital and general medical services.

Ehpartmen‘l:a]l}r the key position of the health visitor in this field
_:'-.' ‘been utilised increasingly. (Guidance on case work from workers
shlled in this particular discipline has been given to the health
r and to whom, if problems become too acute, she can refer. Every
T is made to achieve recognition of early breakdown in family life
d to marshall all forces to prevent it. Success has been achieved in
* ield by co-operation with many different bodies ; in the Local Author-
th the Housing Management and Children's Departments, outside
the National Assistance Board and the National Society for the
tion of Cruelty to Children and the Family Service Unit. This
has received considerable recognition from outside the City, and the
orking Party on Social Workers in March, 1957, visited the Depart-
ent to see the work in operation.

b It has been said earlier in this item that the prevention of mental
iess is a vital factor in snc:tal legislation and activity ; to this end

vices in this field as a major development, i.e., to produce a trend
from hospital and towards community care, bearing in mind at all
that medical treatment plays an essential part in dealing with the
ly sick and this, in its specialised form, can only be obtained in
al or at outpatient clinics. The development towards community
has, therefore, not been narrowly conceived as a function of the
Health Authority alone, but rather developed in harmonious
nship with the hospital service. In promoting this service to the
‘extent, admission to hospital has not been considered an end in
but rather a phase in the patient’s illness and, as in any other
continuity of action should be preserved, that is, early admission
| discharge as soon as hospital treatment ceases to be necessary.
been appreciated that to be effective this service has had to work

sest possible liaison with the hospital staffs and joint use, wi:ere-
sible, of the staffs concerned was the only way this could be
. This led to the reorientation of our services over the years
those of the hospitals, by the psychiatric social workers and the
thorised officers of the Public Health Department working as a
h the medical staff, rather than as separate entities. In the
is hoped to bring health visitors into this aspect of the work.
948 the mental health services of this Department have provided
e facilities for two of the four mental hospitals in the City, and
‘will be extended to a third in the very near future,
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Confirmed Cases

AGES

Sex , 0= l-lHlﬁ-! ED-HIE—IEMIH—HMMH-HH-H?EupTM:II
.H-‘_——__——_—————
.F'_______-—--_————-
M. |20|49 (34 |56 |19| 8| 4|21 |14| 4|10 4| 3| 246
F.|10 (43 |30 (60|11 |15 |17 | 41|32 |11| 7| 6| 15| 316
B L L 2= 2= —=]|— 9
Fl—|1|1| 1| 1l|—|—|—=|—=|—=|—|—|— 4
Al == 1 =l=l=]=<| =] — 2
F..—b—l—l—l—-i—-—_—_.—.—_—u-—-—p-n
== | —| 2] wlzliz]|1da]| 7| 7| @&
e 1] | all 1] o8] 2lializla]| 9| T
a1l 8| a8 7|28 |5 | 4| 9| —|—| 186
plelal 5l 5| 3|38 |40 | 454|217 9| 2| 2| 211
| M. | Lo ey e e N (N T [ (A S 5
B | | S = = === ]— 1
M. 107 518 572 838 |38 |12 | @ |10| 1| —| —|— | — |2098
F. (103 |s22 |552 |826 | 25 | 14 (13| 7| 3| —| —|—|—|2065
sy | 2| — | —| — Tl G g o Sy PR IR
s e ==l 1]=]=] 2] 1|=|—=]|] 11
R e ==l =l=l==1=|—=|=]| 225
R == =]=|=]|=]|=|=| 188
Sl ==l =|=] 1| =] =]=—|— 1
UL | ) (B RS (SN ) S [ () 3
B sl el 1 1l =] s8] 1] =1=|=]=]| 20
e [ O T T T el e A e
B R gl 2] 1 — | === =] =] =] == 6
e s L S T === =] =
M.|18|18| 19|21 |11 | 7|12 | 34|30 |40 | 75|33 |21 | 337
F. |10 (26|11 |25| 7| 5| 42129 39|44 (38|20 288
el = e S = =] =] =] =
S e — == dofis 138 | 8B | — | — | = | =— | 287
M| 3|34f1z9l330 54| 8| —| 2] 2| =|—=|—|—| 562
F.| 7|381231337 |47 | 6| 4| 1| 1| —|—|—|—]| 564
_H.—-—-————————————r
I e e s e | = = = ==
M — == T [ T [ (P B (AR S 2
Fl—|—|—|=|=|=|=| 2|=|—|—|—|— 2
il |oslziofesofasz |15 1| —|—|—=|=|—|—|—| 802
F. 102 '188 1271 1393 ) 17 ) 31 1) 41 2| 2'—1! 1]|—1 084

81












"au10eA qinoes Surdooys fereqydip peurquon ey

: “Aquo euayyydip jsurede 3osj01d 03 pesn ereyem oy LA—FION
LEO'0T £88'1
ErEad F1-C sIead -
| = N’ A -
11 ¥86°I1 | 8 Ll 12 ¥a 62 €€ 6¥C | LB9 | OLE'T| 99%'0| T8R'I| ¢ SISSNIME]/ vINaHI HAIT
NV #HHM:H_._.H".H
m Aﬂhﬂ.ﬁﬂﬂ!uﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂu
I o1zt |z° |— |— |z I g £ 91 II1 | 208 |29 |1 _ ddd
= g ; : ' TVIOL
o |wzot |o |t |vi |z 8¢ |8z |ove |19 |eszc|voLs| sior| ¥ | 1t
I 01zt | = - |— |z I g _ﬂ 91 111 | zos | L9z _ I 4 SIUOT}
£ 89E'C | 1 ! = 9 L _mm €y | 26T | 08S'L| SEF _m L' | -ov1d [eIRuan
ddd
_ jusmpredacy
t |ows |s |ot |m |u = |1z |ose |s | o61| vizw| osi1| 2 L'd | WIesH onand
SLINAY | TvioL | FFET | OF6I | 9FGT | LF6T | SF6T | 6F6T _ OCGT | IS6T | 296 | £96T | ¥o6T | ¢s61 | 996r | 1961 | 896r yparg fo ava g
8661 NI SNOILDHAINI ONIDHOANIZM NIAID NAAATIHD 40 HIGNAN
Is1's CTETI 08L'¥
e s L A |____.|>|..
g1 9S9'61 | 9 8 81 FI Ll 68 102 | €88 | ZEI'L| €81'1| 99F | 1¥S | ¥9S°I| $SL'6| 081°F| SISSnIMAJ/VINEHIHAIC]
anNy _______“.KHE-._.HHAH
.ﬂﬂhﬂhﬁﬂkuﬂ:nﬁ.
e fea'sr | — = == = == A ¥ BI o 4 | BO9Z | SLE | B9E'I| BEE'6| ZTI'F| dd'T
AR -
VLT Jeoee |9 |8 |8t |w1 |zt |ze |61 |e1s |eso't| zzot]ser |oo1 |o6r | oy |wg 1
— ges |— |— |— |— |— |z ¥ of |s& |82 |eir |so1 |zis | osc'e] 1iv'z| SLaa s18101I1)
-ﬂEE
g 089 - | = I I I — |e g 61 e¢ |s¢r |28 |911 |8se |oF L4
= o - . - -
= S ke, sl i d= _ el Il | BL |gs1 | 01T | 98§ S'E| L] dd'd































ere of sufficiently good quality to bring the composition of the whole
k up to a reasonable standard.

Eﬂ.mpies other than milk totalled 2,644, of which 2,108 were classed
Is and 536 as drugs. Thirty-eight articles of food were adulterated,
P r quality or misdescribed. Of these eleven had deteriorated, owing
ﬁt‘dﬂss preparation or the passage of time, and consisted of beef
ripping (4) containing excess of free fatty acid and with a rancid taste
sme]I essence of rennet with no clotting action, steak and kidney
the meat dried up and inedible, dried apricots containing a live
: , dried mint contaminated with a rodent dropping, orange drink
| a state of fermentation, and 2 tins of sweetened condensed milk the
ents of which were unsound. Most of these cases were referred to the
pod Inspection Department and, when necessary, stocks were destroyed.

”Eght samples of beef or pork sausage were deficient in meat content.
-;f' ill be rememhered that in 1956 a Food Standards Committee Report
pmmended that regulations should be made providing for a minimum
d of meat content of 659, for pork and of 509, for beef sausages ;
':-F:'chlﬂjr because the Committee realised that consumers cannot
ssess the nutritional value of sausage by inspection or taste. Imple-
renta tation of this Report’s suggestions has apparently proved not possible
ﬂle Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food made a statement
;3':‘1'3. is effect in July, 1958. The responsibility for making a standard
nd one must be made) has thus been placed fairly and squarely on the
oulders of the public analyst. Unfortunately, assessment of the
7 of a sausage does not end with knowledge of the meat content.
uality of the meat used is equally important, and this is just not
le to determine by analysis.

The Flour (Composition) Regulations, 1956, require all flour other
1an wholemeal to contain specified amounts of chalk, iron, vitamin B,
id nicotinic acid. This is to replace valuable nutriments lost during
ing of the wheat. One sample of plain flour contained a slight
icy of iron (1:53 instead of a minimum of 1:65 mgm per 100 gms
and no chalk at all. The explanation given by the millers was
the night shift must have had trouble with the mixing machine.”
er sample of plain flour contained excess of chalk (500 mgms of
per 100 gms of flour instead of 235 to 390 mgms) and two others
eficient in this substance to the extent of 35 and 55 mgms per 100

Thre samples of margarine of a certain well known brand contained
of 0-3, 0-5 and 0-19}, water, the maximum allowed being 16%,.
s was traced to the admitted fact that the manufacturers were deliber-
”- M legally, of course) adding water to the extent of the limit.
s to be expected, the factory control was just not good enough to
‘that all batches did not exceed 16%,. The firm have now reduced
2 amount of water added and all samples should in future be correct.
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g PuBLic HEALTH AND WATER DEPARTMENTS combine to ensure the
rity of the City’s domestic water supply. Altogether the Health
epartment submitted a total of 346 waters and the Water Department
otal of 280.

In addition to the routine samples mentioned above, waters from
oded basements and cellars were analysed with a view to establishing
1e presence or absence of Corporation water.
rHER CORPORATION DEPARTMENTS. Seventy-six samples were tested
- the Central Purchasing Department. Forty-eight of these consisted
f soap, soap powder, etc., submitted with tenders for the supply of
iese articles to the Corporation, and 15 specimens represented subse-
ient deliveries for checking purposes. Nine cordials and squashes,
meat extracts and 2 soap powders were also examined for future con-
act purposes or as a result of complaints.
~ The Housing Management Department requested the analysis of
} samples of paints, and the Parks, Welfare and Salvage Departments
ere responsible for submitting a total of 8 miscellaneous samples ranging
m soil and straw to fertilisers.

- For the Food Inspection Department an assortment of 16 samples
ere examined, mainly with a view to the identification of foreign matter
'_.- ermination of fitness for human consumption. An unusual specimen
s a mass of slimy matter resembling mucus found in a can of processed
as ; microscopic examination showed the substance to be a mould

REAST MILK BANK submitted a total of 119 samples for the detection
possible presence of water or cow’s milk, and the Smallholdings
tment sent in 21 samples of fertilisers and feeding stuffs under the

INDIVIDUALS AND INSTITUTIONS. Samples submitted totalled

as usual, consisted of a most diverse range of foods, drugs and

neous objects, chiefly submitted on account of poor quality or
request for the identification of foreign matter,

n 1958, two amendments were made to the Public Health (Preser-
etc., in Food) Regulations, 1925—53. These regulations per-
among other things, the importation and sale of citrus fruit
g the anti-rot agent diphenyl, provided the fruit had been
outside the United Kingdom in wrappers impregnated with
1 to the extent of not more than 40 mgms per 100 sq. ins.

proved methods of preservation including the use of ortho phenyl
a substance closely related in structure to diphenyl, have been
and the amending regulations are designed to take into account
anges. The first amending regulation permits the presence in
d citrus fruit itself of certain specified amounts of diphenyl,
10 phenyl phenol or mixtures of the two. The second amending
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ise the day nurseries. Forty-three per cent. of children atten-
day nurseries on 31st December, 1958 were illegitimate. This
assists the unmarried mother to keep her child, by permitting her
- to work.

uring 1958, 935 women sought advice from the Department com-
‘with 793 in 1957. Of these, 517 were having their first baby,
| had had one or more illegitimate children; 105 were married, 15
re legitimate pregnancies and 14 were resident outside the City. Of
ee homeless married women applying to the Department for advice
d help, one was given temporary accommodation in Beecheroft Mother
d Baby Home. Thirty-three girls under the age of consent came to
tice of the Department during 1958. The number of West Indian
applying for assistance during 1958 was 215 as compared with 144
We work in full co-operation with social workers attached to the
ocesan Moral Welfare Council, the Roman Catholic Church, the Salva-
Army and other voluntary associations. Arrangements are made
ost of the young girls to be admitted to Lyncroft House, the
tion Army Mother and Baby Home. Thirty-eight girls of 18 years
under and 14 girls aged 19 — 22 years were admitted there during
The local authority pays maintenance costs to the Roman Catholic
Salvation Army Homes and visits are paid by medical officers from
In some cases suitable lodgings may be obtained and the Department
an make an allowance to girls to enable them to keep their lodgings
pring the time they are unable to work.

Mmft Mother and Baby Home. Capacity : 18 mothers, 14
3 The local authority is responsible for this Mother and Baby Home
'ju—. is non-denominational. The number of mothers admitted during
958 was 113 and the number of babies was 95. Of the 113 admissions,
ie was a homeless woman and one was a legitimate pregnancy.

The health of the mothers and babies has been very good. Five
wothers were admitted to hospital for varying periods for antenatal care,
or pyelitis and one with puerperal pyrexia. One mentally disturbed
woman was transferred to Rubery Mental Hospital on a three
order — she was finally persuaded to remain there until her confine-

She had a long-standing history of mental illness and was re-
tted to the mental hospital after the birth of her baby.

- Three babies were admitted to hospital with minor illnesses.
~ One baby died in the Children’s Hospital one month after birth
Eﬂ. m a staphylococcal meningitis (reported last year) ; while an anence-
ic baby died a few hours after birth.
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The monthly midwives’ meetings have provided information on
rrent  opinions from consultants and opportunity for discussion on
:.-‘.l_.-n.-_ aspects of their work.

One supervisor of midwives and 11 midwives attended refresher
purses during the year.

City midwives took part this year in the investigation into Perinatal
[ortality organised by the National Birthday Trust.
~ During 1958 analgesia was administered by all the 106 full time
ty domiciliary midwives. Three sets of apparatus, approved for
idwives to give Trilene, were purchased in October, 1958 and this form
f analgesia is proving acceptable to patients. There are 110 sets of
ipparatus for gas and air analgesia, and every full-time midwife has one,

During the year 32 midwives, who are specially approved as teachers,
ndertook the district training of 126 pupil midwives (17 more than in
_..l_f studying for Part II of the examination of the Central Midwives
~ Ninety-eight City midwives attended for a mass miniature radio-
‘graphy chest examination in 1958. In the light of modern knowledge
irmingham midwives are now required to attend for this only once in
Iree years. .

Four thousand four hundred applications were made in 1958 to the
“maternity bed bureau for hospital booking on social grounds. Of these,
912 were granted beds. Four hundred and seventy cases were inves-
gated as to the suitability of their home conditions for a domiciliary

inhnement.

sency Maternity Service
A twenty-four hour mobile service is provided for the treatment of
: .'_.5-* gency complications of childbirth in patients’ homes and is operated
by a team which includes a consultant obstetrician and/or resident
or and nurse belonging to the staff of a maternity hospital. Transport
aL am'bulance and specialised equipment is carried for the treatment of
, aemorrhage and obstetric shock. The team is summoned by the general
" actitioner or by the midwife in cases of urgency.
Bnnng the year, 106 calls for the service were made—a slight decrease
: -_'-- 114 of 1957—of which 18 were from outside the City boundary.
 analysis of the 87 City calls is set out in table on page 136. Eighteen
cases were removed to hospital and blood transfusion was given
the home in 57 instances. There were two maternal deaths—one had
: ddiv&red of a stillborn child before the arrival of the team, had been
rerely shocked and died from circulatory failure ; the other, a multi-
rous (14th pregnancy) patient who had refused hospital antenatal
_,_';_'--- delivery, died before the arrival of the squad. Death was
le to exsanguination following rupture of the lower uterine segment
_I_:.'.'llu Irtern fepc&‘t}.
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immediate arrival of the practitioner ; the other was admitted to
spital in an unconscious condition and died from cerebral haemorrh-
due to toxaemia of pregnancy, shortly after admission.

Associated with a notifiable birth :

- There were four deaths associated with a notifiable birth.
To two the Emergency Medical Service was called.

~ The third death was of a primiparous patient who had been
delivered of a congenitally abnormal baby. She was discharged
m hospital on the seventh day and spent a considerable amount of
e in bed with “ emotional stress.” On the thirteenth day after
ery she attended the baby's funeral, felt choked and ill, called
'a reneptacle and died. Death was attributed to pulmonary

Il‘ IIFI ‘-lli

The fourth death occurred with a second pregnancy. This
mother received adequate antenatal care. She was admitted to
ital, the membranes having ruptured, but labour was delayed and
y a caesarean section was performed and a live baby delivered.
equently the mother had a moderate haemorrhage with sudden
pse. Despite all resuscitation measures, she died. The post-
tem findings were of shock and haemorrhage following obstructed
labour, failed forceps, torn perineum and caesarean section.
Death due to associated conditions :
~ Heart disease was responsible for one death. The patient’s
-age, forty years, and condition made termination advisable but her
e to carry on with the pregnancy was acceded to. She was
y observed and early in pregnancy was admitted to hospital
a brief period of rest. At the twenty-fifth week she was re-
mitted as an emergency, severely cyanosed and with a failing
, probably due to a pulmonary embolus. Her improvement
satisfactory and on the thirty-ninth week a surgical induction of
ur was performed. The delivery was easy but with a heavy
postpartum haemorrhage. Her recovery was excellent but then her
lition slowly deteriorated and death occurred eleven weeks after
very from heart failure. A postmortem showed a wvenous
mbosis and severe mitral valve disease.
~ The second death was due to uraemia in a patient who had had
a mous attack of chronic nephritis. From the twenty-fifth
k her blood pressure and blood-urea level rose with a heavy
- albuminuria. A caesarean section was performed suc-
H-Fa at the thirty-sixth week. Seven days later she had a
maturia with multiple skin haemorrhages and died.
The. third death was in a multiparous patient who developed
. H,.- poliomyelitis at term. Her respiratory muscles became
) mcl and she died twenty-four hours after the delivery of a live
¢ by caesarean section.
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HEALTH VISITING

(SECTION 24—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 19486)
neral Consideration
~ The many aspects of the work of the health visitor are considered under
pther headings in this Annual Report and will not be duplicated here.

- The Department employed the equivalent of 103 full-time health
isitors (98 whole-time, and 12 part-time counted as equal to 5 whole-
; me visitors) in 1958, which is a slight reduction from 1957 when the
squivalent of 106 whole-time were available.

Although her interests and responsibilities are widening every year,
he health visitor is still primarily concerned with the young child, at
east for the present, and there were 83,815 children under five years in
* giving a child case load per health visitor of 814, which is an in-
e of 32 on 1957. The wider obligations of health visitors are in-
dicated in a table on Page 142 which shows the amount of visiting apart
rom maternal and child welfare matters.

F'he Work of the Health Visitors’ Training Centre

f } Health Visitors' Training Course :

~ The thirty-sixth course of training for the Health Visitors’ Certificate

if the Royal Society of Health commenced on the 1st September, 1958.

[he examination will take place in Birmingham in June, 1959.

~ The response to the advertisements for Birmingham assisted students
~ showed an increase on the previous year. One hundred and two enquiries

el received. Of the 49 completed applications received, one candidate

d not have the necessary qualifications, three candidates withdrew,
1 candidates were too late to be considered, one candidate failed to
ittend for the entrance examination, eight candidates failed the entrance
examination, two candidates failed the Committee interview, two can-

idates transferred to other local authorities and 25 candidates were
accepted for training.
- Eight other local authorities submitted 18 candidates for training.
(he Birmingham Education Department sent two candidates and one
: 'I':- ependent candidate was accepted, making a total of 46 students.

Since the commencement of the course one Birmingham student
s withdrawn following an illness.

b) Training of Health-Visitor and District-Nurse Tutors :
'_ In the early summer of 1958, the Royal College of Nursing held a
ries of conferences to consider the revision of their Senior Public Health
] es. The Deputy Medical Officer of Health and the Tutor to the
alth Vlsltms Training Course were invited to take part on three
f _-_-=-'.=- ons. The result of these meetings was an outline of practical
1 erience, designed to give the students a different ** slant ”’ on the more
recent developments in the care of families with special problems.
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HOME NURSING SERVICE
 (SECTION 25—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946)

There has been a slight decrease in the numbers of persons attended
nd of the total visits made in 1958 as compared with recent years. The
se load and the average number of visits per year paid by each nurse
mains high, as there has been a fall in the number of staff employed.

- The number of tuberculosis cases attended was the lowest since the
troduction of the Home Nursing Service in 1948. Other conditions, such
sinoma and bronchitis, have continued their tendency of recent
'-'_'"_=_h to increase. Cardiac disease cases nursed have shown a marked fall
:_. last year—a contradiction to the trend since 1950. Especially
 the elderly it is difficult to say whether the heart or the lungs are pri-
affected and the doubt in classification can produce misleading
tals. In spite of diuretics, so often required for these patients, being
ow available for administration by mouth, the number of injections of
uretics fell very little. The surgical case load has fallen gradually
r the past six years possibly because there are fewer ulcerating car-
mata, while infected skin and subcutaneous conditions now rarely
qui pro!ﬂnged nursing care. The elderly chronic sick and the feeble

, year by year, account for an increasing load of work on the Home
ing Service.

eorganisation of Home Nursing Service

~ The Service was organised locally from eleven District Nurses’
[omes situated in various parts of the City. These originally func-
ioned as residential district nurses’ homes with the superintendent’s
fice, a district room for servicing equipment and with storage space for
rli-l‘..l'l.li]:mﬂnt. For some time nurses have sought a more independent
of Iaie and only a minority wished to live in the nurses’ homes, thus
dential accommodation became not fully used. After careful con-
deration, the homes at Aston, Hall Green, Saltley and Yardley, which
' -?lr--: y lent themselves for the purpose, were converted into flats
‘Hle district superintendent and nurses and, in addition, a flat was
ovided for a caretaker. The administrative accommodation remained
id was called a District Nursing Centre. This scheme is very successful,
nurms appreciating the opportunity of a more independent way of life
h this accommodation allows.

111 the Kingstanding area the nurses’ home was a small private house

h did not provide adequate facilities for the office and a district room.

he amtre was, therefore, removed to a group of four Corporation flats

arby which, besides suitable office accommodation and district room,
ovided flats for three nurses and also a welfare centre.

Accommodation was urgently required for a day nursery in the
ordesley area and the large district nurses’ home in Moseley Road
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 accommodation early in the year, the Welfare Department will
ot a simultaneous booking for the accommodation of an elderly
from the household. A voluntary organisation also assists in
rk of providing accommodation for the frail elderly.

medical officer and the three specialist health visitors work in
ciation with hospitals, the City Welfare Department and with
organisations, especially the Birmingham Council for Old
and refer appropriately those requiring hospital admission or
not available from the Health Department. They will also
for home nursing, home help, disinfestation, removal of unwanted
gs, etc.—services provided by other sections of the Health Depart-

m time to time general practitioners recommend for convalescence
veople who, although not recovering from illness, need a change
nment to prevent a breakdown in health. Such a preventive
s welcomed and this convalescence is the means of relieving
who can then take a holiday themselves.

is encouraging to find that the spirit of neighbourliness still
and this is especially so in the central areas of the City, where
inter-family links stem from life-long friendship. Elderly people
new estates often complain of loneliness ; rehoused from central
zre they have lived for many years as an integral part of the
nitv, they find it difficull to settle down and to make new friends.
e of the voluntary visitors in these outlying areas is extremely
, for it is by their regular visiting that the elderly can be en-
to take an interest in district activities and to maintain contact
various organisations which contribute to the welfare of the

hard core of our work remains the domiciliary care of the elderly
e. Many such persons have lived in the same house for most
lives, surrounded by relics of earlier, happier years. Such
often in a state of dilapidation and disrepair, but are, neverthe-
sured links with the past. Hoarding is instinctive with many
particularly when they live alone, and some homes contain
c collection of personal treasures and household goods, including
packets of food bought many vears ago and either forgotten or
some improbable *“ emergency.”

problem of the unlighted gas tap is still unsolved and several
occurred during the year. The sense of smell often diminishes
ancing age and may be lost altogether. This fact, together with
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3 The hospital sessions comprise consultations with the various
smbers of the hospital staff ; consultants, ward sisters, physiotherapists,
ychiatric social workers and almoners, and with the patients themselves.
a representative of the Health Department, the health visitor is able to
r the co-operation between the two services. Home visits entail
sions of an advisory nature with both patients and responsible
s, investigations into housing conditions, and complete liaison
th home nursing, social, welfare and voluntary services.
- The value of the work undertaken by health visitors in assisting in
rehabilitation and resettlement of hospital patients is proved by the
sing demands from the hospital staff and the wide variety of home
made by the visitors afford great opportunities for health teaching.

TI']IB nature of the work varies with each hospital, as will be seen
e following extracts taken from the health visitors’ reports.

'-'.'-1 -F D] HGEPITAL
'T.he number of children and adults admitted to the Burns Unit
mains at a high level. Children under five years and aged persons
1 ' plarly prone to accidents in the home and a large number of
hool children sustained burns of varying degree on November 5th.

mmg the past year continued efforts have been made to educate
ives of patients in the need for safety measures and in techniques
e burns and scalds in the home. Emotional stress has been a
feature of cases and close co-operation with the psychiatric
worker attached to the Unit was essential. Overcrowding and bad
conditions were often the cause of prolonged separation of
and children, and in many instances, in homes lacking facilities
___' ng, periods of convalescent care were arranged.

An increased number of visits was made to the homes of the injured
over 65 years of age). In their anxiety to return home,
~of these pa.tle.nts were unwilling to disclose relevant problems,
. friends or relatives needed reassurance to enable them to overcome
eir individual difficulties.

”'E=:.a:.'.|:i. 's HEISPITAL

The pattern of the work has changed considerably during the past
2 months. In addition to the Professorial Unit, visits have been
ed by all the consultants and by the Out-patient, Casualty and
otherapy Departments. More attention has been paid to the
' Wchulugmal background, particularly in children suffering from
encopresis, enuresis, asthma and epilepsy, etc.
e visits were the means of providing a detailed picture of the
environment, including parental and sibling relationships.
dren of school age, the opinion of the head or form master proved
be valuable. Other visits were made on account of general neglect or to
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titioners concerned. A number of patients visited during the year
inoperable carcinomata; many other patients were suffering from
chronic illness or disablement.
- Home visits were paid prior to the discharge of the patients to ascer-
in the facilities for home nursing, and detailed reports concerning
using conditions, etc., were supplied to enable the hospital staff to form
picture of the patient-home relationship. In many instances
npnrts were of value in releasing hospital beds for the more acutely
atients.
'With the co-operation of the general practitioner, subsequent visits
ere made to many houses to complete the after-care.

1E RovaL ORTHOPAEDIC HoSPITAL

Bunng the year there appears to have been an increase in aged
j,{_j,;.t-l' with arthritis treated in the hospital. Many live alone and need
sistance, e.g. from home helps, the Women's Voluntary Services, the
ation Assmtance Board (supplementary pensions) and the Birming-

Fe].lowsh:p for the Handicapped ; or need the provision of gadgets,
C utﬂnrsmg equipment.

There are infinite problems to solve when visiting the homes of
e patients admitted to this hospital, many of whom have been in for
ree months or more, or expect to be alone on their return home. A
umber need appliances to combat disability, e.g. a second bannister
tted to the staircase or a ramp to enable a wheel chair to be used around
e house. Other problems encountered include provision of special
dgets for patients referred from general practitioners, aid of the Home
rsing Service or the Welfare Department and resolution of housing
_;.'-'i ties, e.g., overcrowding, difficult staircases or upstairs accom-
odation in the case of disabled persons.

E&m coloured households racial customs are not easy to overcome.
e language problem causes difficulty in explaining how to wear appli-
correctly or the need to follow instructions given in hospital.

LLY QAI HosPITAL

en were admitted with respiratory infections, convulsions, ton-
meningitis, nephritis, acute rheumatism, leukaemia and
ally diabetes. There were fewer feeding problems but the
of cases of poisoning in younger children due to dangerous liquids
ored in lemonade bottles or boxes of tablets being left in accessible
remained distressingly high.

its are paid at the request of the paediatrician, ward sister and
. All children under five years of age and many over five years
ted after discharge. Visits on account of social problems and
g difficulties, or for children suffering from enuresis or pyrexia of
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] DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE
(SECTION 29—NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946)

A. very great proportion of domestic help time has been allocated
the care of the chronic sick, the aged and infirm.
Aged ill persons are thought of either as mobile or immobile. Help
ven on two or three half-days weekly to mobile elderly persons is of
imense value, nol only because it gives comfort and relieves anxiety,
1 s0 because it often delays for a considerable period of time the onset
[ immobility or entry into a hﬂﬁpltal or welfare home. Of the 3,136
d persons provided with the service in 1958, 1,977 of these commenced
- help in 1957 or before.
~ The immobile aged ill person presents a greater problem, as many
se hospital admission and, in the case of others, it may not be possible
htam a hospital bed immediately. Night watchers, resident home helps
and “'poppers-in’’ are available to meet this situation. The Night Watcher
| w is used only for persons who would otherwise require institutional
treatment and is usually offered only to persons who are very ill and
one. It is used on occasional nights to relieve a relative of this duty.
- Night watchers are carefully chosen ; a few have nursing experience,
 and all are interested in and fond of old people. Visits to the night
atchers are made by a senior member of the staff between 8 and 11 p.m.
at regular intervals, when it is often possible to follow up the course of
instruction which is given them by practical advice and help which adds
eatly to the patient’s comfort for the night.
'.Esemdsnt home helps—generally widows—are selected from the
ie help staff, and they work in a temporary resident capacity for a
ght mainly to cover the absence of relatives on holiday or in hospital.
ptional circumstances the period may be extended to one month
mtlonger
~ All home helps are asked whether they will volunteer for evening
week-end duty in an emergency. Anyone so volunteering is required
end, at a time most convenient to herself, an ill aged person who
ﬁtherwise go without fmd or personal a,ttention Lists of names

must cases a nearby telephone number is supplied for easy contact.
o-operation of members of the general public who deliver telephone
s to home helps is greatly appreciated. These home helps
n unofficially as ““ poppers-in ') also bridge the gap between the
rture of the home help and the arrival of the night watcher.

ve home helps have been delegated to the Psychiatric Social
to assist in the work of problem families. During the year ninety-
blem family children have benefited greatly by the friendly
idance of a home help. These cases are of long duration.

Thﬂ Home Help Service has met the need of 65 potential problem
nilies referred by the Children's Department, Family Service Unit,

e

e e
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The policy of persuasion and education practised by inspectors on
s to food premises was in nearly all cases sufficient and well
g and in only three instances during the year was it found

ry to institute legal proceedings.
The first case which was brought before the Magistrates concerned a

od Hygiene Regulations, 1955. The offences related to the failure
ep clean hands, articles and utensils and to keep clean and in good
ir the internal structure of the premises, the failure to provide
d equipment and clean towels and to protect food from risk of
ation. A total fine of £14, plus costs, was imposed which had a
ry effect and improvement of conditions was noted on subsequent
~ In the second case twelve charges were laid against a limited com-
proprietors of a cafe, for contraventions of the Food Hygiene

ons, 1955. As in the first case the offences related principally to
e to keep clean articles and utensils and to keep clean and in good
the internal structure and to protect food from risk of contamina-
The charges also included one for failing to provide a washhand
~ In defence the company took out summonses against a former
yee but these were not served and the Magistrates ultimately found
of the charges to have been proved and the company was fined
tal of £21, plus costs.

The third case concerned a small cafe and involved three charges
aventions of the Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955. Two of the
s related to the failure to provide a washhand basin and to provide
ntain a supply of hot water. A total fine of £10, plus costs,
osed on these two charges. A third charge was withdrawn as,
the hearing, a notice had been affixed near the sanitary con-
calling upon food handlers to wash their hands after using the
TICE.

‘washhand basin and hot water supply had still not been provided
months later and proceedings were authorised to secure a daily
m view of the continuing offence. The case had not been heard

he end of the year.

¢ Houses and Catering Premises

ion 54 of the Birmingham Corporation Act, 1935, requires the
1 with the Corporation of all premises substantially or mainly
the sale of food to members of the public for consumption on the

. At the end of the year there were 1,167 registered eating
compared with a figure of 1,169 eating houses at the end of 1957.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

HOUSING

_1' Post-war slum clearance, as a part of the re-planning of some of the

“ity’s worst areas of bad layout and obsolete development, may be said
o have started in June, 1947, when the Minister of Town and Country
confirmed an Order made by the City Council under Section
 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1944,

: Thm Order, the Birmingham (Central Redevelopment) Compulsory
Purchase Order, 1946, related to five areas grouped around, but not
ncluding, the central part of the City. They totalled nearly 1,000 acres
and contained 30,000 houses of which some 28,000 were unfit.

Confirmation of the Order authorised transfer of the ownership of the
ies affected thereby to the Corporation. The first batch of 277
Ilings passed into Corporation management under a Vesting Declara-
ion in October, 1947, and the vesting of all houses, in a sequence based
n this Department’s assessment of their condition, was virtually com-
::_5.‘.'-'-- h}' the end of 1953.

- The number of houses erected by the Corporation during that period
_ql 18,352 and among the dwellings so provided was a twelve-storey

ck of flats built on the site of the first houses to be vested.

Mthmgh the primary purpose of the operation was a planned
'_:2;_3 evelopment of the five areas, its continued progress depends on the
te a‘l‘. which the properties can be demolished, this, in turn, being
governed by the supply of replacement housing. It was known from the
tha.t a high proportion of the houses coming into Corporation owner-
hip would have to remain in occupation for some years at least; in
act, amelioration of the conditions under which their occupants were
iving was a secondary purpose of the Order.
A Central Areas Management Section of the Estates Department,
erred later to the Housing Management Department, was therefore
ed to deal with this new situation. This enabled urgent items of
air to be dealt with as soon as possible after the houses became
| in the Corporation. Repairs, to an extent which varied from
Jutine maintenance to complete renovation depending on the expected
life " of the property, were carried out systematically thereafter. In
ﬁw cases, and for special reasons such as the conversion of two
1ses into accommodation for one large family, were houses made fit
.f"'""' 1 habitation. The aim throughout was limited to making
e itions more tolerable for the tenants ; in fact, due to their inherent
efect _.lt would be impossible to make most of these houses fit, at any

iﬂ:mnngim.mﬁ action in facing the realities of a housing situation
hich prevented the demolition of houses mostly fit for nothing else,
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of Housing Acts, * the most satisfactory method of dealing with the

‘conditions in the area is the demolition of all the buildings.”” But that
‘can only be done if an ample supply of houses is available, and the pro-
~ duction of new Corporation houses was, by then, falling each year, with
‘a further steep decline in prospect as land within the City boundary

became used up.

In fairness to the 60,000 families then on the Housing Register,
a number which has now reached 71,000, and allowing for rehousing
under Demolition Orders and other urgent categories, it was decided
that not more than 1,400 houses a year could be demolished to facilitate
the redevelopment of the Central Areas. This contribution to slum
clearance meant that many of the houses in the five Redevelopment
Areas must continue in occupation for several years and that, among the
estimated 25,000 unfit houses lying outside those Areas due to be ac-
quired by the Corporation under the resumed Slum Clearance Programme,
some would remain tenanted for 20 to 30 years.

In passing, it may be said that the suggestion in my Report for 1955
that the figure of 25,000 unfit houses outside the Central Redevelopment
Areas might prove to be too low, was well founded. Houses not then
included in the programme are, because of steady deterioration, likely
to be the subject of Clearance Area action within the next few vears.
Even after excluding houses where works of repair and improvement
have been carried out by owners, owner-occupiers and in some cases
tenants, current experience indicates that the figure may well prove to
be nearer 28,000.

Now the programme of deferred demolition is well under weigh,
the Corporation finds itself the landlord of 6,075 unfit houses managed
by the Housing Management Committee additional to those vested under
the Central Redevelopment Scheme.

On acquisition, immediate attention to urgent matters is followed
by systematic renovation, and more than 16,000 houses have been so
dealt with up to the present time.

It is hoped that completion of the renovation programme will be
followed by improvements in all cases where both the remaining ** life "
of a house justifies it and its size and layout makes such improvement

- technically and economically feasible.

But many houses which, in due course will qualify for such treat-
ment, are closely associated with back-to-back or similar type houses of
which one of my predecessors, Sir John Robertson, said in his Annual
Report just 40 years ago,

“Its chief defect, in addition to its lack of size, its dampness
and its dilapidation, is that it is not self-contained. There is no water
supply inside the dwellinghouse, no adequate provision for discharging
slop water and the only sanitary convenience is often some distance
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notices were requested by agents to confirm action agreed between them
and the Department.
'Ihere were 197 properties proofed without service of notice. The
es do not truly represent the benefit which is to be derived from this
£ as in many cases a defect proves to be the source of infestation of a
".“.4 of properties in the area.

- Defective and disused drainage systems continue to give rise to a
large number of rat infestations, particularly in the older parts of the City,
and, as one such defective drain can give rise to infestations in several
properties, the actual benefit from the repair of such a drain cannot be
assessed in relation to the number of properties.
It is a matter of considerable concern that carelessness in the course
of building operations still accounts for a very large number of infestations
vithin buildings—both old and new. Much valuable time has had to be
spent in the last year in tracing the source of infestations in newly con-
ucted and occupied flats and houses built for the Corporation. Fore-
thought and strict supervision in the course of construction could have
ented a number of infestations by rats and considerable expenditure
i measures necessary to proof the premises, quite apart from the incon-
enience and disturbance caused to the occupiers.

ER RiNc RoAp ScHEME

It was expected that the wholesale demolitions taking place in the
entre of the City would lead to some disturbance of the rat population,
and, although this has occurred to some degree and given rise to infesta-
tions in some adjacent properties and on the scheme itself, there has been
10 undue or exceptional rise in infestation in the area which could be
attributed directly to the scheme. A close watch is kept on the area,
both as properties are demolished and as the scheme develops. Some of the
olition contractors are extremely rat conscious and, after discussions,

---- re agreed to notify the Section of any infestations in buildings which

y are to demolish so that the necessary poison treatment can be given

> the demolition takes place.

C1TY MEAT MARKET

- For some years regular inspections have been carried out at monthly

ntervals and, when found necessary, treatments have been arranged.
e population of rats is now small and scattered, which contrasts

ably with the situation existing when the Section assumed res-

isibility for the rodent control at the market.

- It is pleasing to record the high standard of co-operation which

exists between the Section and the General Manager and his staff at the

larkets and Fairs Department. Any suggestions as to steps which should

‘taken in order to reduce the rat population are promptly acted upon.
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mtem whilst repairs were being carried out to one of the leading mains
from Frankley to the City.

Seagulls, generally in relatively small numbers, made regular winter
visitations to Bartley Reservoir until March. The small degree of
contamination of the raw water associated with their visits was, as on
previous occasions, effectively dealt with by filtration and chlorination.

Water supplies were satisfactory in quantity except in some small
’lmlated areas where improvements were made by replacing old corroded

‘service mains or laying short lengths of additional small mains.

The above information has been prepared for inclusion in this Report
by the Chief Engineer of the Water Department, through the kind co-
~operation of Mr, A. E. Fordham, General Manager and Secretary.

ROUTINE SAMPLING OF CORPORATION WATER

; The high rainfall in the summer and autumn caused rather more
- pollution of the raw water than in some previous years.

Bacteriological Examination

Eran VALLEY SUPPLY
The raw water from the Elan Reservoirs continues to be treated by
rapid filtration and chlorination before entering the Aqueduct. During the
- year this has continued to give generally good results. Minor contamina-
tion occurred from time to time, usually in association with periods of
heavy rain. The Aqueduct water is sampled at two points. At Steven-
ton fortnightly samples are taken and at Frankley weekly samples are
taken at the point where the Aqueduct discharges its water into the
‘works. At Steventon there were four contaminated samples which
contained 5, 2, 2 and 5 B.Coli Type 1 per 100 mls. The associated total
wviable organisms were 6,9, 1 and 5 per 1 ml. The weekly samples of the
W2 taken at the Aqueduct outlet in the Frankley Works, agreed
ﬂmely in bacterial content with those taken at Steventon. Of the 51
~ samples taken seven were contaminated. The samples contained 38,
240, 38, 2, 2, 2 and 9 B. Coli Type 1 per 100 mls. and 4, 11, 6, 1, 2, 2 and
11 viable organisms per 1 ml. All but the first and last of these contam-
inated samples occurred in five consecutive weeks between 16th September
d the 14th October 1958 when the rainfall was particularly heavy.
Storage in Frankley and Bartley Reservoirs led on numerous occasions to
.Coli being detected in weekly samples. The maximum number found
s 15 B.Coli Type 1 per 100 mls. In view of this 0-5 parts per million
l:.hlnnne was added to the water before filtration.

- The water from the Frankley and Bartley Reservoirs is filtered by slow
sand filters and rapid gravity filters working in parallel. As might be
expected, whilst the slow sand filters produced water of a relatively high
bacteriological quality, rapid filtration did not remove a significant

proportion of bacteria present.
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Smoke Control Areas Nos. 1 and 2

The City of Birmingham Smoke Control (No. 1 and No. 2) Orders,
1958, became operative on the 1st November, 1958. The No. 1 Order
refers to an area on the western boundary of the existing Central
Smokeless Area, and No. 2 Order applies to an area at Erdington which
includes the Lyndhurst Housing Estate.

Prior to the Orders coming into operation, it was considered necessary
to organise a careful and continuous public relationship with the house-
holders who would be affected and, concurrently with the creation of
interest and understanding, it was desirable for guidance to be given on
how to apply to the Council for grant towards the cost of approved
adaptations. A booklet “ Smoke Control Areas and the Householder "
was compiled and issued by the Department giving detailed information
on the adaptation and conversion of fireplaces, and the grants available ;
it also contained a map of the area and a personal note to the householder
from the Chairman of the Health Committee. This booklet, coupled
with the direct personal contact, was found to be most useful.

It is hardly necessary to point out the additional man hours entailed
by the inspectorale in carrying out this work. Visits, re-visits, discus-
sions at evening time with the wife and husband by their own fireside,
the removal of any resentment and resistance, and the ironing out of the
- predominant questions such as *° Why does the Council pick on us ",
“ Who pays for this lot ', and “ What good is it anyway "', are all
matters which take up considerable time but play a valuable part in the
presentation to the public of the Health Committee’s policy upon the
creation of smoke control areas

In November, two smoke control area advisors were appointed and,
after suitable training under the guidance of the experienced smoke
inspectors, it is intended that the detailed survey work, the estimating of
costs, the adwvisory service to the householders and the certification
of the works carried out to the satisfaction of the Council, will enable the
experienced inspectors to devote more time to the industrial and commer-
cial aspects of the Smoke Control Areas

The occupiers of the private dwellings have responded quite well
to the use of solid smokeless fuel and in some instances, where it was
desired to replace the old fashioned coal fired washboilers by either gas
or electric washboilers, the tenants expressed their appreciation when
~ the work was completed.

: Photograph No 2 shows a picture of one of the domestic old fashioned
coal-burning ranges which was, as shown in Photograph No. 3, replaced
by a continuous burning fire and tiled surround. Photograph No. 4
shows an old type range which was replaced by an approved combination
grate, Photograph No 5. The register type of firegrate of the Victorian
Era, as shown in Photograph No. 6, was replaced by the approved appli-
ance as shown in Photograph No. 7. Photograph No. 8 of an old fashioned
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NO. 1.—CUPOLAS : DRY TYPE OF GRIT ARRESTERS

B0, la.—CUPOLAS © IMPROVED TYPE SHOWING WASHING ARRANGEMENTS



NO. 2.—0OLD TYPE COAL BURNING RANGE BEFORE COMNVERSION

MO, 3.—CONVERSION OF OLD TYPE COAL BURNING RANGE BY A CONTINUOUS SOLID
SMOKELESS FUEL BURMING FIRE WITH TILED SURROUND AND GAS IGNITION




NO. 8—0LD TYPE SET-POT WASH BOILER BEFORE CONVERSION

M. 9 —REPLACEMENT OF OLD TYPE SET-POT BY GAS WASH BOILER
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NO. 5. —CONVERSION OF OLD TYPE COAL BURNING RAMGE
BY AN APPROVED COMBINATION GRATE
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MO, 6—REGISTER TYPE GRATE BEFORE COMVERSION

NO. T—CONVERSION OF REGISTER TYPE GRATE BY AN APPROVED APPLIANCE





















ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION.

YEARLY TOTAL OF SOLID MATTER IN !

TONS PER SQUARE MILE. 1957 | 1958
COMMERCIAL. | GT.CHARLES STREET. 31201 (21629
RESIDENTIAL. | WEST HEATH 132-93| 8150

EDGBASTON RESERVOIR. 126-93 [111-49
s e Rl "CARNEGIE' '~ HOCKLEY. 22555! 215-90|
I JAL | PW. DEFARTMENT | |
iﬁﬂgiii 18387 147-36 |
: .| KINGSBURY ROAD. = ]

Al LADE 140-38/133-60

ALUM _ROCK.

ASTON CROSS. 252-01 |25r::v15L

“'ST. JOHNS = DERITEND. 34248345119 ‘

The recordings of the eight stations are shown in the following

table :—
k J)anl}r Averave Msms per. 100 5q. cms, |
S0® | SO

Station 1957 1958 down P
Great Charles Street 3-54 3-47 0-07 —
West Heath Hospital 1-07 1-17 — 0-10
Edgbaston Heservoir 2-42 2.34 0-08 -
Carnegie Welfare Centre, ch:k]ny 2:12 1-96 0-16 —
P.W. Dept., Kingsbury Road, Erdington 2-15 1:95 0-20 —
Welfare Centre, Treaford Lane . 1-53 1-52 0-01 —
Aston Cross Restaurant mas 2-97 3-02 - 0-05
St. John's Restaurant, Deritend . o | 3-87 3-89 0-08 —

=

A comparison of the recordings as depicted in the chart and tables
show an encouraging trend in the reduction of atmospheric pollution,
‘i’mt it should be borne in mind that variations in the results at individual
;ﬁt&s occur to a considerable degree over the yearly period. Therefore,
‘caution is necessary before arriving at any definite conclusion.
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