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TREATMENT FOR LICE
City Cleansing Station, Bacchus Road. Men, Women.,  Children. Tolal.

Number of treatments for head lice | — 43 —_ 43

Number of treatments for body lice 457 51 —_ 508

Number of treatments for crab lice 11 3 —_— 14
Bromford Head Clinic.

Number of treatments for head lice 3 134 5 142
Scabies

The arrangements for ascertainment and treatment have continued
on the same lines as in the past two years.

The prevalence of scabies, as judged by numbers of patients and con-
‘tacts treated at the Centre, reached a peak in January, 1944, when more
than 700 persons attended weekly. This high figure did not, however,
necessarily represent a true peak in the incidence of the disease, but was
largely a result of the measures introduced during 1943, and detailed in
the Report for that year, to secure the attendance of all home contacts.
Prior to this time, the attendances had risen fairly steadily throughout
1942 and 1943, though with a slight tendency to fall off during the
-summer months. From January till August, 1944, the incidence (as judged
by attendances), fell steadily and steeply, and in the latter month the
- weekly attendance averaged 300 ; it had in fact fallen back to the 1942
level. It was felt that this represented a true reduction in incidence, but
that there was still a very substantial ‘' core " of infected persons who
for various reasons were escaping detection and treatment. Accordingly
it was decided to draw public attention to the prevalence of the disease,
and to the facilities for treatment provided, and posters were displayed
and an account of the disease published in the daily press. This was followed
by a sharp rise in the clinic attendances during September, whereafter
they fell again until, in December, they were almost at the August level,
and well below the corresponding level for 1942.

Thus the year 1944 saw a pronounced waning of the scabies epidemic.
It must, however, be emphasised that the figure of 300 attendances per
week at the end of the year permits of no complacency.

The arrangements for obtaining treatment of all contacts, with special
emphasis on those “ suspect contacts "’ who are most likely to be infested,
have been pursued closely and on the whole successfully. The powers of
- the Scabies Order 1941 have been invoked in a large number of cases,
- but in only one instance was it necessary to bring a recalcitrant family
- to Court. The case was adjourned at the first hearing, and as one of the
patients still declined to undergo treatment, a fine of 10/- was imposed ;
treatment was then accepted.

The Order is of great value in lending authority to the demand
that contacts should be medically inspected or treated. In the few instances,
however, where it is decided to prosecute, the procedure is exceedingly
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Radiography

Mass Radiography surveys were introduced in Birmingham during

Dctober, 1944, and by March, 1945, 13,692 visitors had been examined.

- A central Mass Radiography Department, under the immediate

“ xction of Dr. Halliday Sutherland, has been established in Corporation
reet. The unit will operate from there, from within factories, and also

1 sites on the periphery of the City.

-f Tlm organisation of the mass radiography department has been

‘__ eloped in close collaboration with the tuberculosis service, and as the

rimary and recognised purpose of these group surveys is the detection

f pulmonary tuberculosis this liaison seems desirable and without

rejudice to the proper fulfilment of the work of the unit.

- The fullest and widest use of the Anti-Tuberculosis Centre for the

mination of m must remain an mtegral element of 'lfﬁlﬁnll‘lﬂflEn-u':'l".l"“,r

ork, and it would be a harmful arrangement which created a division
f supervision between the suspects from the mass radiography unit and

those detected by the vigilance of the medical practitioner.

: 'I'he abnormal miniature film does not provide a basis for accurate

ET: s, but the information obtained from a large film and preliminary

_fj'm-: Examinatiun is sufficient to allow of the proper disposal of the

K
L]

- Visitors referred from the mass radiography department with a
ive diagnusis of pulmonary tuberculosis are examined at the Anti-
' e Centre after reference to and following a brief clinical
tatemer from the practitioner. This procedure has been of advantage,
has in no way retarded the examination at the Anti-Tuberculosis
entre. It has enabled the practitioner to obtain knowledge of all cases
cted within his practice with a suspicious large film, and the clinical
tement ubtamed from the practitioner has been of advantage to the
erculosis Medical Officers.
. Jl. brief statement is submitted from the executive medical officer
f the unit to the Anti-Tuberculosis Centre in those cases where the
inical and radiological results indicate the presence of a cardiac lesion
eknown to the patient or a nary lesion clearly of a non-
culous character. The majority of patients with a cardiac lesion are
y under the mpennmon of their medical practitioner, and in those
m furthﬂ' action is taken, but in the others an appropriate statement
d from the anti-tuberculosis centre to the medical practitioner.
‘I'hla procedl.u:e has observed the principle of the unit as an adjunct
e tuberculosis service with the Centre as the pivotal point of the
neral organisation. The administrative unity thus preserved, together
h the congregation of all tuberculous suspects under one organisation,
ecifically developed for this purpose, is of considerable advantage.
 Preliminary publicity, with wise presentation of the purpose of the
veys, constitutes not the least responsible part of the work, and the
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n
Cases of Infectious Disease notified and verified during 1944, classified according

to Sex and Age.
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