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PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS

al Qutline of Facilities Available in the Cily
- The arrangements continue substantially on the lines and over the
e range of services as immediately before the war, except for the pro-
_' of a war bonus, and an increase in the amount of grants for the
inancial year 1943-44. Further lnfarmatmn on these increases will appear
;l:he report for 1943.
~ The number of Birmingham residents on the blind register at the end
;942 was 637 males and 696 females, a total of 1,333,

REPORT ON TUBERCULOSIS
istitutions and Accommodation Provided
The Birmingham Public Health Committee maintains a single
ispensary which serves the whole of the City. In normal times it provides
beds.:fﬂr the treatment of pulmonary and other forms of tuberculosis,
for the observation and investigation of suspected cases of this disease.
 a result of enemy action, and the shortage of nurses, the present number
‘beds available is 500.

. The Anti-Tuberculosis Centre, situated centrally in the City, is upen
r five days dunng the week, and on Saturdays for half the day. A small
' of sessions is reserved for patients attending for treatment, super-
n and observation, but most of the sessions are set apart for consulta-
ns and examinations. Many consultations and examinations are under-

n at the homes of patients by members of the medical staff. The
 staff of the Tuberculosis Section of the Public Health Department,
the outbreak of the War, consisted of eleven medical men, and, with
ception thﬁ staff is also rﬁspﬂﬂﬂblﬂ' for the medical work of the vari-
hy r.ipal sanatoria. To-day the total medical staff is eight.

Ihu treatment undertaken in the different sanatoria includes lung
lapse by means of artificial pneumothorax, and different forms of
' treamlent for patients suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis
pel ‘Lmdm'taben such as theracoplasty, and severance of adhesions
s of artificial pneumothorax, etc.

g the year under review, owing to war conditions, and the
bi-mu'aes and the diminution in the number of beds, our operative
suffered some curtailment, 52 operations being undertaken in the
at Yardley Green Road Sanatorium.
the Yardley Green Road Sanatorium, which is situated 3} miles
e centre of the City, patients are housed in eight detached pavilions.
tchens, domestic stores, and medical officers’ apartments, are in-
in a large central building. The cooking is undertaken in one kitchen,
1 is conveyed to the four dining halls by means of electric trolleys.
The sanatorium buildings include an administrative office block,
uch there is a laboratory, and there are occupational therapy shops,
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VITAL STATISTICS DURING 1942 AND PREVIOUS YEARS
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