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Maternity Homes and Wards

~ There has been a sustained demand for maternity beds in the City
hospitals and maternity homes during the year. The number of confine-
ments was as follows :—

1939 1938
Dudley Road Hospital .................. 101 ; Jo NECHSRRRR, .
EElRle Heaprtal ... .........c.c00000.. 886 o 976
Wake Green Road Home ................ 992 b 845
Heathfield Road Home .................. 702 X 576

~ On the declaration of war all the main hospitals cleared large numbers
‘ol beds for the reception of air raid casualties. This led to a temporary
reduction in the number of maternity beds available, with a consequent
increase in pressure on the beds at the Municipal Maternity Homes in
‘Wake Green Road, Moseley, and Heathfield Road, Handsworth.
. Accordingly, Pype Hayes Hall Convalescent Home and Lordswood
” sery were constituted post-delivery Homes and patients were trans-
2d from the Maternity Homes on about the fifth day of the puerperium
cumphte the lying-in period at a post-delivery Home.
- The accommodation at Heathfield Road Maternity Home was further
relieved by converting Bourne House Hostel into a Home for the treat-
ment of ante-natal cases, freeing the corresponding section at the
Maternity Home for ordinary labours,

- Subsequently fuither improvement in maternity bed accommodation
was effected, by an increase, in two successive stages, of the maternity
beds available at Dudley Road Hospital. Since it proved essential to
reserve, as a casualty block for A.R.P. purposes, the maternity block
completed just before the war, it was found possible to convert certain
,' her wards in the hospital for maternity purposes.

Maternity and Child Welfare Centres

~ The work at Welfare Centres has proceeded generally on normal lines
SO far as peace-time activities are concerned, thovgh with a necessary
reduction in some clinics. Theie have been added, however, a number of
war-time duties, including that of information bureau to women, centre of
_: 1struction in evacuation and general haven for women in difficulties.

- They are further being used (1940) extensivelv in connection with the
National Milk Scheme.

" (@) Distribution of Respirators
On the outbreak of war the Air Raid Precautions Department requested
that the Maternity and Child Welfare Centres should be used for the
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ividual houses under the Housing Act were curtailed, with a con-
sequent reduction in systematic house inspections, and in part to the
reduction in inspectors available. A proportion disappeared on
m ilitary service, while a very large section of the remainder were absorbed
into whole-time or part-time duties in A.R.P. casualty services, in con-
nection with liaison work at first aid posts, works connected with the

'.-;-l':

protection of hospitals and other buildings, the organization of a decon-
‘tamination laundry, work at Control Centres, and in a number of other

The work of the special inspectors in connection with canal boats, smoke
" sances, Shops Acts, milk shops and stores, and the sampling of food,
‘drugs ancl water, was substantially maintained during the year. 44,827
s were paid in 1939, as against 46,687 in 1938; a most creditable
- when the severe disturbance in their work and the reduction in the
numbers of inspectors is borne in mind.

- In relation to housing, during the first eight months of the vear
seventy-two Clearance Areas were represented under Section 25 of the
Housing Act, 1936 (approximately 4,090 houses), and approved by
resolution of the City Council. Twenty-two Clearance Orders and sixty-
eight Compulsory Purchase Orders were made and submitted to the
Ministry of Health for confirmation. In addition, action was taken under
Section 11 of the Housing Act in regard to 148 houses, and under Section
12 in regard to twenty-four dwellings.

At the outbreak of war the majority of the members of the housing staff
ere seconded for A.R.P. duties in Control Centres and Casualty Services,
while both the Chief Housing Inspector (Mr. Lamb) and in succession to
him on departure for military service his deputy (Mr. Pardoe) have

dertaken the onerous duties of Organizer of First Aid Posts. On the 8th
mber, 1939, Circular 1866 was issued by the Ministry of Health
_. 3 tmg the postponement of work under the Slum Clearance pro-
grammes, as a result of which the City Council on the 17th October
';-“--. ved that Slum Clearance activities be postponed and that action
towards closure and demolition should be taken only (a) in those cases in
._hch the dwellings were in such a condition as to be liable to cause
positive harm to the health of the inmates, (b) where these conditions
were incapable of being remedied. Under these categories action has been
ten under Section 11 or 12 of the Housing Act in twenty-five cases.







