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common : and, as I have shown more than once, they are
also the streets in which terribly high death-rates are
recorded. At the begirning of the fourth quarter, 1900,
the number of Health Visitors was increased to eight, and
it then became possible to include a number of streets
which had previously been left untouched.

The number of primary visits paid during the past
year was 17,832 and the conditions discovered amply
justify your Committee mn taking up this work. In
addition to the primary visits 3,929 re-visits were paid to
houses where this was necessary on account of want of
cleanliness, illness, or some other cause,

It may be well to state here that the work of the
Health Visitors is quite different from that of the Inspector
of Nuisances and Assistant Inspectors. Their duty is
primarily to show people how to make the best of the
existing conditions in their homes, how to bring up their
children, and how to nurse their sick. They are not
intended to inspect the sanitary arrangements at the houses
they visit, although they are instructed to note any obvious
defects in order that these may be reported to me and
referred to the Inspector of Nuisances whose duty it is to
attend to them.

Health Visitors One of the most noticeable features at the houses
" visited is the utter disregard of ventilation. Most of the
houses are necessarily badly ventilated because they have
neither back doors nor windows, and very many of them
have but little air space even in front. [t is, therefore, most
desirable that the windows should be opened as much as
possible.  But unfortunately this is very often not done,
and last year it was necessary to tell the tenants to open
the windows at 3454 of the houses visited, and to unstop
the chimney at 920. An open chimney, of course, acts as
an excellent outlet for bad air, and every room ought
to be provided with one, which I am sorry to say is not

the case.
:‘?:{;'};iﬂm At 2402 houses the tenants were told to clean the
cleanliness. ﬂmm_:. ete. In some cases the floors were in an indescribable
condition. Wherever cleaning is ordered re-visits are paid
to see that the work has been done.
Heaith Visitors i hi i i i
,.,:&“::_.rlii‘!..}“ Another point to which attention has to be directed is
bedrooms. the early removal of slops from the bedrooms. This is a

matter which is very much neglected, and was ordered at
3,153 houses last year. 1 suppose that in most cases this
work would be done in the evening, but it is not at all
uncommon to find an accumulation of solid and liquid
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Need of more
small houses.

Defective
houses,

* Dual *
dwellings in
Milk Strect.

houses, but to the marked decrease in the number of voids.
Thus, in Birmingham Parish, which comprises the whole
or the greater part of the first ten wards in the list, there
were 3,273 void houses in 1896, and only 1979 in 1900,

So far as 1 am aware, the houses built in the outer
wards all contain five rooms and upwards, and very few
are offered at a rental of less than 6/- per week. They are,
therefore, within the means of the better-paid artizan, but
not of the labourer.

At the present time there seems to be some relaxation
in the demand for small houses, but this is apparently due
to a number of families having given up housekeeping
while the husband and father is with the troops in South
Africa. [ am still of opinion, therefore, that the accommeo-
dation for the labouring classes is altogether inadequate,
and that until a large number of dwellings suitable for
labourers are built, it would be unwise to close any consider-
able number of the existing houses, although many of them
are not really fit to live in. Furthermore, while small houses
are so scarce it is easy for landlords to get tenants for
very defective ones, which under other circumstances no
one would care to occupy, and hence it is difficult to get
the existing houses kept in proper repair.

In the early part of last year I made a special
inspection of three blocks of property and reported to you
that, though the houses were in great need of repairs, | did
not consider that they called for demolition. They were
weatherproof, and the health of the inmates was fairly
good. It appeared to me that it would be a serious
disadvantage to destroy so many habitable houses at a
time when that particular class of house was numerically
insufficient for the demand, as the result must be a still
greater overcrowding of other houses. [ therefore urged
that it would be preferable and more economical to put
these houses at once into thoroughly good repair, and to

seek unoccupied areas for the construction of additional
workmen’s dwellings.

I see no reason for altering the opinion expressed in
my last annual report, that the best policy at the present
time is for the Corporation to build a large number of
labourers" dwellings on unoccupied land, within a mile or
so of the centre of the City.

Something has already been done to meet the demand
for small houses by the Estates Committee, who have
erected a block of “dual” dwellings in Milk Street. The
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TABLE VIIL
Number of Deaths in each Street in the Uity of Birmingham during the
Year, 19800,
0 w - =
28 8y Ea g
STREETS g 5 2 i STREETS. 2z if STREETS. 5_ *g
<= = =
A Baliden Road 1
i four Street.......... 2 ﬂ# 8
-------------- Balsall Heath Road
1'bhm-l Strest ....... [ | e T e 1 g :g
bbey Seusinan nks Road ............ 1
Abbey Street .......... ol o B 2 |13 .
Abbotsford Road ... Barford Strest . _....... o | 41 9
Aberdeen Street 412 || Barker Street .......... 1| 3 g
AdaStreet ............ Barlow's Road .. .. ... 16
---------- 6 | a6 Barno Street .. .......... 12
Adderley Hoad ........ T | 28 Barnsley 4
Adderley Street 3112l parrstrent ............ 3|80 2
Addison Road ........ Barrack Sireet. . ........ 1
M:‘hm Btreet ........ 2112 || Rarrows o .
Al 11?‘ Road .......... Bartholomew Row. . ... 1
Mlhrt- mkud. ........... 113 a
Albert Btreet .......... 1l Road .......... 1| 1
ilbl“ Btraab .o.oo.o. j:lli lg Barwick Street . .Bli
Aﬂm Prhlu .......... § m'm st i 2111 ﬂ%
Alder loas 11 32
Alexandra Road ... |y bl 6|19 i
Alexandrn Street ... 1] 7 || Beacomaficld Road ...... . 3
Alfred Street ...... 3| 6| Beak Street ............ é
Road 8 || Beaufort Road. ......... 4 4
Street .. 41 9 Redford Road .......... i L
Allen's Toad . 1| 4| Resch Tanes............ 2 1
Btreet 11 | Beechfield Road ........ 1] 8
Alligon Street .. ... 2135 | pelchers Lave.......... 2
All Saints’ Road. . .. 1] 2 mveRoad.......... % | &7 || Butler Eh-ut South . 1
All Haints’ Street ., 3 ey Hond . . & | 57 || Butlin Strest. .. ........ 2
Alma Crescent LI Bellefield Road { | Byron Road 10
Almn Btreet .. ... Bell Street ............ C
Alston Street 2111 Il jrellis street. . 1] =
Am Load Ll helmont Row . 11 || Cambridge Crescent, . n B R
Road: ... .. 10 | Benacrs Strest .. 4 | 12 || Cambridge Strest ...... 14 -2
Anderton Streat .. ...... 2112 || Renpete's Hill.. 1 || Camden Drive.......... 1
Anderton Park Road .. Bennett's Road Camilen Grove.......... 2
Andover Street ... .. e 1| @ Camden Street..........| 3|52
Angeling Street ........| 13| 82 || poogey street 1] 1| CampHIN......... ciaes] B) 1B
Annandale Road. ... ... Berners Street 2| 8|l CompBtrest............ £l 4
Apthony Road 1|l Berry Road ............ 4 || Canal Street............ 0
Arden Hoad............ L1 71 Berry 2 Il Cannon Streel .. ........
Argyle Btreet .......... V1 Bl Bortram Rosd....... 1 Cannon Hill Road ... . 1
Arley Hoad .. L] Bl patholom Row ........ 1|} Cape Btieat ............ 3
rmoury Road ... ... 11 91 Birchall Street ........ 5 Street 1118
Arsonal Street ....... 41| Birchwood Crescent .. 1 || Carlisle Street . ......... 5118
Arter Btreat .. .......... 2 1 B'mr‘-mm ,,,,,,,, 2 Carlton Road.. ........ 1
Arthur Plage .......... Rishop Strest . vene| B | 28 [| Carlyle koad 2
Arvthur Road .......... His Sh'ut ceiael T 12 || Carnarvon Road. ... ....
Arthur Street .......... G145 1| Biege ceineeeens| 2|20 || CarolineStrest.......... 2|1
Artillery Street ........ § | Black Pit Lane Carpenter Road ....... 2
Ash Road .............. 101 Biake Lane ............ 4 || Carri Road........| 3|13
Ashiield Road.......... 11 11 Blakeland Street ......| 1| & | CarrsLame.............
Ashford Strest .. ...... 2 43 Blaws Btranh ..o oiolis 1|12 || Cactland Hoad..........] 1| 1
Ashley Street .......... 3| 28 1l Bloomsbury Street. . .. .. 8 | 18 || Carver Street .......... 1|16
Ashted Row._.......... 1| 27 || Biycher Street..........| & |18 || UsatleStreet............
Aston Hoad 11 %5 || Blythe Street ..........] 3|21 || Catheart Street ........ 5
Aston Street............ Bolton Road ..........| 11 | 48 || Cato Strest . 17
Aston Brook Street ....0 3| 10 f gy Streat ..., 1 || Cato Street Hmh ...... 1| 8
Aston Church Road ....] 2] 12 Bond Street .. .......... Uattell Boad 1] 88
AEYIORL BAR 25+« <ot || A R My TG o - i3 2 | 26 | Cattell's Grove 6
Athole Street .......... 11l Bordesley Street........| 2|19 || Cavendish Road ........ 4
Atlas Rond ............ 2 Bordesley Green Road .| 2| 4 || Cecil Street .. .......... 4 | B0
Auckland Road ........| 2| B i pordepley Park Road 6 | 16 || Cemetery Lane 1
ARgusa Btreet .. “ || Bow Street 1|10 SUORIE 35y 4 6=y as sk
e e . || Bowyer Rond 5 || Chandos Road. . 2
i i Bowyer Street.......... 1 || Chapel Street .. o
i“““g{wl“ﬂ" 11l Bracebridge Street......| 5| 20 nhnmanmusum
it = || Bradford Street ........| 6|23 t‘-h.pmnnud il
B Braithwalite Road . 4 || Charles Road . 1|18
Branston Street . 1 Ghlrlu Arthur Street .| 8 | 11
Bacchius Road . 6| 7 || Hra=s Street.. ... 3| 7 || Charles Henry Streat .. | 12 | 34
Bagot Street, . . & | 18 || Brasshouse Passage . 1 || Charlotte Road ........ 1
Bailey Stroet . broarley Street ........| 12 | 49 || Charlotte Btreat.. ...... 5
Baker Sireet 2| 12 || Brewery Street 4 || Chattawny Strest ...... 2

MNore.— Desthe in hospitals, workhouses, asylums, and other
a8 far as possible to the streets in which the decensed porsons had resided

public places have been referred

N T ——



































































855 DEMERARA SUGAR.

meant only sugar made in Demerara and free from foreign dye, and
that Demerara sugar was worth more in the market than raw sugar
from any other source. The defence admitted that the sample was
dyed, and did not dispute the statement that in the wholesale trade
Demerara sugar meant sugar from Demerara, but maintained that any
raw West Indian cane sugar, dyed or undyed, was by the custom of
the retaz/ trade entitled to be sold as Demerara, and brought witnesses
to prove it. The Magistrates concurred with this view, and dismissed
the case, finding that the sample was dyed but was of the nature,
substancz and quality of Demerara sugar, and that the dye was not
injurious to health.

The amount of ash found in the other sample of so-called Deme-
rara sugar (No. 267) was the same as that found in wwiite crystallised
sugars, and indicated that it was not a raw but a refined sugar. As
refined beet sugar is cheaper than refined cane sugar, in all probability
this sample was a sample of white beef sugar dyed yellow to imitate
Demerara, or was what is known as “ yellow crystals.” While there-
fore the sample was probdably obtained from beet-root, in the present
state of analytical knowledge it is impossible to prove that such was
the case, as chemically pure sugar prepared from the sugar cane is
analytically identical with chemically pure sugar prepared from beet-
root, though commercially their value is very different, and it was
considered advisable to withdraw the prosecution in this case. The
practical effect of the Magistrates' decision is therefore, that, so far as
Birmingham is concerned, any yellow sugar, either cane or beet, dyed
or undyed, dear or cheap, can be sold as Demerara sugar.

I may say that only three of the 119 samples previously bought
in Birmingham under the Acts were dyed like these two samples, and
that since the hearing of this case fines have been inflicted by the
Magistrates of Godstone, Littledean, Gloucester, Tredegar, and
Cirencester, for the sale of similarly-dyed samples of so-called
“ Demerara Sugar.”

Below are given copies of two circulars relating to Demerara
sugar. The first has been issued by the West India Committee. [t
will be noticed that they define Demerara sugar as “ Sugar made in
Demerara, Trinidad, or any other British West Indian Colony &y the
usual well-known Demerara process”  They consider that sugars
coloured with aniline dye, no matter where they come from, are not
of the nature, substance and quality, of what is known as Demerara
sugar,

The second one is from the British Guiana Planters’ Association,
and they deny absolutely that aniline or other dyes are used in the
manufacture of Demerara cane sugar, and send certificates from the
fifty-four sugar factories in the colony to that effect.

























96 DRUGS.
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Last year ecleven per cent. of the samples of drugs analysed were
found to be adulterated. This proportion is very much better than in
any recent year. Since 1892 | have never found less than nineteen per
cent, to be adulterated, and in two years the proportion rose as high
as twenty-seven per cent. This may be partly accounted for by the
fact that this year the Inspector has asked for each drug “ prepared
according to the British Pharmacopaeia.” For the repression of adul-
teration it is necessary that articles should be asked for under their
ordinary names, otherwise the vendor is warned at once that the article
is required for analysis, and will be careful not to sell an article which
he suspects or knows to be adulterated. With many qualified
chemists, no doubt, the method of asking will make no difference to
the article supplied, but I should think there are many persons who,
for instance, have an article which they would readily sell as Friars’
Balsam which they would refuse to sell as “ compound tincture of
benzein, prepared according to the British Pharmacopeeia,” and in
many cases these are just the persons who are selling inferior drugs
and carrying on illegitimate competition.

The Report of the local Government Board shows that twelve
per cent. of the drugs sold in London during 1899 were adulterated,
and eighteen per cent. of those examined in England and Wales as a
whole.

SEIDLITZ POWDERS, EFFERVESCENT TARTARATED S0ODA
POWDERS.

Five samples were submitted as Seidlitz powders. The four
white powders of No. 19 contained from 14 to 22 grains of tartaric
acid, instead of 38 grains as directed by the British Pharmacopaeia.
The four blue powders contained from 116 to 137 grains, instead of
160 grains; each powder, on the average, contained 39 grains of
Rochelle salt, instead of 120 grains, while the cheaper ingredient,
bicarbonate of soda, was in excess—85 grains being present instead
of 40. The powders were wrong both in quantity and quality, and
very unevenly divided. What made the matter worse was that each
pair of powders was labelled as follows :—

“CAUTION TO THE PUBLIC.

“ Thousands of boxes of a common imitation of the genuine Seidlitz Powders
are being sold by unprincipled traders for the sake of extra profit. We guarantee
all our Powders to be genuine, (Signed) — e

The vendor, who is not a qualified chemist, was fined £5 in 1897
for adulterated glycerine, and the Magistrates fined him £10 and 9s.
costs in this case, a fine which, considering the seandalous nature of
the offence, does not appear to err on the side of severity.

Six samples were purchased under the Pharmacopeia name of
effervescent tartarated soda powders. The white powders of sample
No. 14 contained from 30 to 34 grains of tartaric acid instead of 38







98 CAMPHORATED OIL, OTHER DRUGS, ETC.

CAMPHORATED QIL.

Eight of the ten samples received contained camphor in
similar proportion to that ordered by the British Pharmacopeia.
One sample when received contained a decided deposit of solid
camphor, which after gentle warming dissolved, and I found that
twenty-five per cent. of camphor was present, being an excess.
This sample was very unsatisfactory, but | felt I could hardly
certify it as adulterated. Sample No. 1098, purchased from the
vendor of the adulterated sample of compound tincture of benzoin
No. 1099, was deficient of twenty-two per cent. of camphor, and the
vendor was fined £20 and 10s. costs, but Notice of Appeal to Quarter
Sessions was given but withdrawn. All the samples had been
prepared with olive oil.

This proportion of adulteration, one sample out of ten, is a
great improvement on previous years; in 1807 four samples out of
fifteen were adulterated, and ten out of thirty-two in 1809,
Twenty-eight per cent. of the samples of camphorated oil analvsed
in England and Wales during 1899 were adulterated.

OTHER DRUGS.

Nine samples of wilk of sulplur, four samples of paregoric, and
three samples of compound tincture of rhubaré were all found to be
genuine.

III. —_ LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

The following table shows what articles were found to be
adulterated, with the proceedings taken and the amounts of the fines
inflicted :—

TABLE P.—LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

ARTICLES. UFFENCES., PROSECUTIONS. FINES. AMOUNT OF FINES.
£ & d
Milk ... i S 30 90 2 b
Butter e 114 ) 17 62 10 ©
Margarine ... it 4 1 4 0
Bread and Butter ... 15 & 1 10 210 0
Coffee 11 0 N 15 5 0
Baking Powder ... i t 1 0w 0
Margarine-Cheese ... - e 2 110 0
Demerara Sugar 2 o i —
Golden Syru 1 i i E
Heoteh Whisky 1 1 1 200
(iin : 4 1 1 | 200
Compoumd  Tincture
of Benzoin ] 2 2 25 0 0
Tincture of JTodine ... 2 2 2 6 0 0
Camphorated Oil 1 1 1 20 0 0
Effervescent Tartar-
ated Soda Powders 1 1 1 1 00
Heidlite Powders . 1 1 1 10 0 0
Total 241 101 82t £244 7 62

* In one caze both the vendor and the wholesale dealer werse fined.
t Eleven other vendors were ordered to pay the costs of prosecution only.
1 The costs of the prosecutions amounted to £43 bs. 34d.


































