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DEATH RATES FROM DIPHTHERIA
PER 1000 PERSONS LIVING.
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The Deaths from Diarrheea and Enteritis during the third ﬂ}:ﬂ"ﬁ_ﬂ in
quarter of 1896 numbered 637. They were very unevenly
distributed over the wards of the City, as shown below : —

_ Death-rate from Total

Diarrhoen and Enteritis, Death-rate

per 1,004, per 1,000,
St. Mary's ... 11-3 338
Deriten 95 306
St. Stephen's 87 200
Nechells i i) 207
St. Bartholomew's ... i 204
St. George's ... 69 239
St. Thomas's 62 178
St. Martin's ... %) 242
All Saints' 49 186

Duddeston ... 48 21°8 .
Ladywood 45 208
Saltley 35 187
8t. Paul's ... 32 179
Market Hall .. k! a1 17:7
Edghbaston and Harborne ... 28 139
Rotton Park... 2-8 176
Balzall Heath 244 162
Bordesley ... e 24 : 189

I have put the Death-rates from all causes by the side of
those from Diarrheeal diseases, in order to show that as the
total Death-rate goes up so does the Diarrheeal Death-rate, but
the latter increases at a much more rapid pace. I gather from
the figures that the conditions which produce a high Diarrhceal
Death-rate also produee a high general Death-rate, but that they
are much more active in regard to the former than to the latter.

It is generally recognised that bad feeding and maternal Causes of
neglect of infants, cause a large part of the Diarrheal Mortality.
Unfortunately a Sanitary Authority cannot do much to prevent
this. In Birmingham, handbills and posters giving instructions
as to the precautions to be taken to prevent Diarrhcea are
issued every year, and it is to be hoped do something to lessen
the Mortality which is caused in this way. The temperature
of the air and soil also has a marked effect, though apparentl
only an indirect one. But the point that most concerns a Healtﬁ
Authority is that density of population, density of buildings,
want of ventilation and light, want of cleanliness, foul
emanations from drains, sewers, ashpits, or any other
accumulations of filth, are intimately associated with a
heavy Diarrheeal Mortality. From my observations I think
that by far the most important of these is the densit
of buildings, leading as it does to want of ventilation an
light. The table of Death-rates certainly bears out this
view. The wards at the bottom of the list, viz., Bordesley,
Balsall Heath, Rotton Park, and Edgb&st-un and Harborne, are
undoubtedly those on which there is most space around the
houses, while B5t. Mary's, Deritend, and St. Stephen’s are
amongst those on which there is least. I believe that the
abolition of the very unhealthy back to back houses, which
exist in large numbers in the older parts of the city, would
greatly reduce the Mortality from Diarrhceal affections, and fo
a less extent from general diseases also.
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TABLE XI

Somuary oF NUISANCES ABATED AND OTHEER WORE DONE DURING THE

Year 1896.
(Rerury mMaDE BY Mgr. Parker, Inspector of Nuisances.)

No of Drains opened and eleared from obstruction o 43875
»w  Drains efficiently trapped .. 1,802
,, Drains in cellars ﬂmcmmerstad from tha sewer or remnvad = T4
., Drains removed from under Dwelling Houses i 12
., Bink Drains disconnected from the sewer ... 238
,» Sink Bend Pipes repaired or affixed . 493
,»  Overflow Pipes from Water Cisterns disconnected .. 19
,» Premises supplied with drains rol 147
,» Houses disinfected, cleansed, and purified, after infectious
disease ... 3,006
., Houses cleansed and whltewashaﬂ e 1,101
,» Houses repaired . 1,494
,» Houses supplied with wholesome water .. T
.,» Houses rendered fit for human habitation, closed or demol-
ished ... 90
,» Houses pmwdad with efficient ventilation ... 18
,»  Cases of overcrowding of houses remedied ... 40
., Accumulations of water in cellars removed . 181
,» Spouts repaired .. 356
. Additional Water (}lusetﬂ pmwuied fur Dwellmg Hnusea 216
,, Doilpipes removed from inside dwelling houses 51
., Privies cleansed .. 523
,» Ashpit Privies converted to water closets ... 843
.» Pan Privies converted to water closets 2913
,»  Ashpits and Privies repaired ... .. 1,883
,»  Urinals cleansed, repaired, or re- construct.ed 593
» DBack Yards paved or repaired... 552
,» Premises from which fowls l:uwa hEEn remnved i~ 238
,» Nuisances from swine and swine styes abated 115
. Aeccumulations of wash, manure, ete., removed 848
,» Premises reported to the City Surveyor's Department as
dangerous, and rendered safe 812
. Defective Water I‘mtmgﬁ repottad to the Watsr Dapa.rt-
ment, and repaired . e 462
Total ... .. 90,111
Number of Prosecutions 29
2 Withdrawals 1
% Convictions 28
Amount of Costs . £59 Te. 6d.
i Penalties ... ke
—_—
SMOEE NUISANCES.
No. of Observations made by the Inspectors 7 6,315
»»  Manufacturers Reported for the emission of densa amoke 172
- 3 Cautioned 92
- Summoned ... 78
.+ Prosecutions Withdrawn 1
Dismissed 1
r'tmnunt of Paualt-lea £44 12 6

4 Costs £31 6 0
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I.—FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

P frininan Of the 1,118 samples examined, 213, or 19 per cent.

adueration, were found to be adulterated. If the samples of food
which were condemned because they con'ained boriec or
salieylic acid be excluded, 125, or 11 per cent. of the articles
analysed, were adulterated, a perecentage of adulteration identical
with that of the previous two years. As no action had been
taken in Birmingham with regard to foods adulterated with
preservatives before last year, and as that action is of a limited
extent, I shall use the lower percentage of adulteration for
comparison with previous years,

1 propose, in the present Report, to give tables showing
the variation in the amount of adulteration which has taken
place in Birmingham during the last 24 years, or since the
passing of the Adulteration Act, and also in London and in the
whole of England and Wales. Here, also, I shall
use the lower percentage of adulteration because very few
samples of food outside this City have been condemned on
account of the presence of preservatives, and, therefore, if
horated samples were iucludec{) in the pereentage of adultera-
tion for Birmingham, the comparisons made might be
misleading.

FpoeHbn e Some years ago the Lioecal Government Board considered

alation.  that at least one sample of food should be analysed
annually for every 1,000 of the population. Last year the
Parliamentary Committee on Food Produets Adulteration
reported that It is greatly to be desired that a proportion of
samples mueh in excess of one sample per annum for every
1,000 of the population should be taken in the district of every
local authority,” and * A local authority would do well to
inerease the number of samples taken on their behalf from time
to time until the number of adulterated samples found in those
taken falls below the proportion which may be regarded as not
unsatisfactory.”

In order to show how far Birmingham conforms to the
above standard, the mean poE;lat-ian for each period has.been
divided by the average number of samples examined in that
period, and the results put down in the following tables. For
eomparabive purposes similar results have been caleulated for
the district now under the control of the London County
Couneil and for the whole of England and Wales. The data
for these ecalculations have been obtained from the annual

reports of the Local Government Board and the Registrar
General.

The division into five-year periods is that adopted in the
Local Government Board reports. Comparative figures for
several years cannot be givin, as the Report for 1896 is not yet
published, and the reports of public analysts were not sum-
ma.rdised before 1876, owing to the few appointments then
made.




































































































