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Diphtheria at

Camden Street

Schools
{continuad)

Membranous
Croup.

Typhoid Fever.

haid in
arstone Lane
gLl

Pope Street.

playground, underneath the windows of the Infants’ Schoolroom,
which were used purposely for ventilation, had been under
repair, and had been found to be offensive for some time
previously. It is very possible that this condition of the drain
was a cause of the extent of the outbreak, if not of its inception.
I requested the Head Mistress to be specially careful to send
home all children showing any symptoms, however mild, of sore
throat; and after the close of the Schools for the Christmas
recess the whole of the school buildings, which were very
clean, were fumigated.

The cases of Membranous Croup numbered 90, a rather
larger number than in the two previous years.

Typhoid Fever, whether judged by cases or by deaths,
appears to have been more prevalent than in any other reecent
year. The notified cases amounted to 511, against 489 in 1893,
and 260 in 1892. By far the greatest prevalence was in St.
Paul's Ward, where a comparatively severe though ecircum-
scribed outbreak of the disease oceurred in Warstone Lane and
Pope Street. The first case in this connection was notified on
April 18th, the patient being Thomas Davis, aged 30, living at
10, Warstone Terrace, Warstone Lane. On May 8th, five more
cases were reported in the same terrace, two being at number
14, and one each at numbers 11, 13, and 23. On May 31st the
disease appeared at number 7, and on June 22nd a third case
occurred at number 14, making eight cases in this one terrace
within two months., On visiting I found that the property
consisted of 28 houses, situated in a large open yard, part of
which was paved, while another portion was laid out for
cultivation, the remainder consisting of unpaved waste ground.
There was a row of nine pan-privies on one side of the yard,
and four more in another part of the terrace. Complaint was
made to me by the tenants of the smell from these closets in
hot weather, and also of the carelessness of the night-soil men
in slopping over the contents of the pans while carrying them
down the yard, and in sometimes emptying them down the
drain. One of the traps of the drain at the time of my wisit
was defective in its setting. The houses were back-to-back,
but had plenty of air space in front, and they were supplied
with tap water. I recommended that the waste ground in the
terrace should be paved, and that the pan-privies should be
replaced by water-closets, but this work has not been done.

On June 21st the wile of the first of the patients in
Warstone Terrace was taken ill at 43, Pope Street, where she
had gone to live. Three more cases subsequently oceurred at
the same address, and two days later the glsea.su invaded the
next house, number 42. These two houses, in which five cases
occurred, had a common yard, and used the same ashpit-privies.
The disease next appeared at the back of 44, where a case
oecurred on July 19th, and three others on August 13th, Then
there was a case at the back of 46, followed by three at 46 and
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one at the back of 47. The last four houses, numbers 46 and {Vgﬁﬂﬂjﬂhm

back of 44, 46, and 47, which had altogether nine cases in them, and
n;ilenerl into one yard and used the same set of ashpit-privies. (e Ftreet
The premises were generally in very fair order, and suspicion
pointed very strongly to the ashpit-privies as the cause of the
spread of the Typhoid infection. I am pleased to say that the
two midden ashpits implicated, and two others in adjoining
yards, with the ten privies attached to them, have been
replaced by water-closets and dry ashpits, and no further cases

of Typhoid have oceurred in this particular loecality.

I have as far as possible obtained information respecting
the closet accommodation at the houses in which Typhoid Fever
occurred during 1894. I find that out of 435 houses invaded by
the disease 225 were provided with pan-privies, 155 with water-
closets, and 55 with ashpit-privies. I do not know the exact
number of houses using the various forms of closet accommo-
dation, but judging from the figures on page 25 it would seem
that those supplied with pan-privies and those using water-
closets are neaﬂ‘q equal in number. If this be so the figures
%iveu above would seem to show that the incidence of Typhoid

fever was nearly half as great again upon houses provided with

pan-privies as it was upon those which use water-closets. I
find, moreover, that a second case oceurred at one out of avery
seven houses where there were ashpit-privies, one out of 14
where there were pans, and at one out of 22 where there were
water-closets.

Seven cases of Simple Continued Fever, 42 of Puerperal Simple
Fever, and 772 of Erysipelas were notified during the year. ﬁﬂﬁfﬁ:z:
I wish to call the attention of your Committee to the Errsipelas.
%ueﬁt.iun of the notification of the latter disease. The term

rysipelas is applied to a variety of inflammatory affections
which differ very greatly in their intensity, and there is much
diversity of opinion as to which really constitutes the disease,
some of the cases notified being of a very trivial nature. The
extent of its connection with external insanitary conditions is
uncertain, and its degree of infectiveness is but slight. Under
these circumstances it is difficult to see what substantial
advantage notification of the disease affords to Sanitary
Authorities in return for the large expenditure of money
and of labour which it involves. I find that since the
introduction of compulsory notification, 2,955 cases of
Erysipelas have been notified in Birmingham. Assuming
that all of them were reported by medical practitioners in
private practice, the fees payable for the notifications
would amount to £370, a large sum to be paid for
information which is of very doubtful wvalue. Moreover, in
thirty-five of the towns in which the Infectious Disease
glatiﬁmtiun] Act has been a.dn'{}teﬂ—inc]uding Manchester,

ottingham, West Ham, Croydon, Sunderland, Newcastle,
Blackburn, Oldham, and Norwich, all of which have populations
of over 100,000—Erysipelas is not amongst the diseases
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