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METEOROLOGY AND MORTALITY.

Viewed from a Meteorological standpoint the year 1592
was a very peculiar one. Its mean temperature was only
46°7, or 1°2 below the average for the decade 1880-1889.
Not one of the preceding twenty years had so low a
temperature as this. Of the whole twelve months only
April, May, and November had mean temperatures above the
average, and, moreover, in the cases of both April and Novem-
ber the excess was a very slight one. The rainfall for the
year was almost as extraordinary as the temperature, the
amount being 22-61 inches, or 8:25 inches below the average
for the decennium 1880-1889. Of the previous twenty years
only one, viz., 1890, had a smaller rainfall.

The first three months of the year were cold and generally
unpleasant, although apparently not very detrimental to
health. The early part of January was eold and dull, but the
last ten days were milder, the mean temperature for the month
being 192 below the average. February had a temperature
1°-3 helow the average, and was marked by unusually rapid
alternations of heat and cold, frost and thaw. In March the
mean temperature was as much as 3°4 below the average.
Throughout the first fifteen days the weather was cold and
winterly, frost prevailing the whole time.

The first eleven days of April were fine and warm, but
afterwards cold weather set in with frequent snow showers
and lasted for a week. The mean temperature for the month
was 46°0, or 09 above the average. May was the only
month throughout the year which was considerably warmer
than usual, its mean temperature being 2°-2 above the average.
During the first part of June the weather was bright and
warm, but the latter portion was so cold as to make the
temperature for the whole month 0°7 below the average.

In the Summer quarter Meteorological conditions always
exert a marked influence on Mortality, owing to the intimate
connection between temperature and Diarrheea. Last year
July, August, and September all had temperatures below the
average, the deficits being 3°6, 0°2, and 1°3 respectively.
Largely, no doubt, as a result of this the Deaths from
Diarrheeal diseases were much fewer than usual.

The last quarter of the year was cold and rather dull and
misty. October was chilly and uncomfortable ; its mean tem-
perature was 2°5 below the average. For November the
mean tewperature was 43%2, or 0°5 in excess of the average.
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condition. Fowls were kept in the yard. Two of the houses, Unhealthy
Nos. 5 and 6, had been demolished, the bricks lying in the (,,.,Tfmm,_
yard. All the other houses were oLcupled The houses Nos.

1, 2, 8, 7, and 8, at the back, have been closed, and No. 4 has

been demolished. The other houses are void, and are to be

put in repair.

18, 20, 22, and 24 in front, and fowrteen houses numbered 1 to
14 at the rear, in Hospital Street.—All the houses were damp,
the roofs and spouting being defective. The casement windows
did not open sufficiently. Some of the walls, ceilings, floors,
and staireases were defective. The yard was only partially
paved. The D traps and surface gutters were def&ct.we, and
the wash-house furnace and sink were out of repair. There
were two midden privies and three pan closets, all of which
were filthy and defective; the ashes were thrown about the
yard. Geese were kept by a dealer in one of the disused
houses. Three of the houses were void. The front houses
and Nos. 1 and 14 at the back were repaired; the others have
been demolished,

Four Houses, numbered I to 4, at the back of 73 and 74,
Livery Street.—All four houses were damp. The windows did
not open effectively, and many of the panes were broken. The
a]fmutmg was defective, as also were the ceilings and floors.

T'he pan privies were filthy, and the wash-houses were
structurally dangerous from dilapidation. The yard was only
partially paved with blue bricks and pebbles, and the paving
was defective. The drain traps and surface gutters were
defective, and there was an accumulation of ashes and refuse
in the tub shed. These houses have been demolished.

45, 46, 47, 48, and 49 in the front, and five houses numbered
1 to & at the rear, in Humpage Load.—All the houses were
damp, having no damp-courses, and being in close proximity
to a pool of filthy surface water. In heavy rains the overflow
from this water looded the yard. In some places the damp-
ness of the walls extended as high as 18 courses of bricks from
the ground level. The wall plastering was almost all defective;
several houses had defective floors, sinks, and furnaces. The
spouting of all the houses but one appeared to be defective.
The living room windows did not open, in some cases by
reason of their construction, and in others from the want of
sash cords. Several of the back kitchen windows were nailed
up, and some of the casements were broken. The yard was
partially paved ; the unpaved portion was either cultivated or
consisted of filthy waste ground. Some of the surface gutters
had not a proper fall. One D trap was blocked, two were
unset, and one was pulled up, and the drain below was blocked.
One ashpit, with two privies attached, contained liquid filth,
and was only about 9 feet from one of the back houses; the
other midden ashpit was dilapidated, and was within four feet of
a front house. Nineteen pigeons and four fowls were kept on
the property, and there was an accumnulation of filth in one
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