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ORTHOPAEDIC DEFECTS

The Committee were fortunate enough to secure the services of a
further physiotherapist for part of the year, and this is reflected in the
increase of the number of treatments.

During the year 2,426 children were given treatment at the
orthopaedic clinics and made 500,831 attendances.

Mr. F. G. Allan, F.R.C.S., the Orthopaedic Surgeon, was happily
able to resume his consultative clinic during the year. All the physiother-
apists attend with their special cases on the occasion of his visit and
benefit from the stimulating guidance.

Mr. Allan reports:

‘“Co-ordination of Orthopaedic Services in the City

Some years before the last war physical exercise clinics were
established under the Education Department and selected cases were
referred to the City’s orthopaedic surgeons. It soon became obvious
that a closer liaison between the assistant school medical officers, the
physiotherapist treating the cases, and the consulting surgeons was
desirable, and so regular sessions were established at the Sheep Street
School Clinic where all three were represented, and a plan for treat-
ment for each case devised. Some were found to need immediate
hospital treatment and were diverted to the Royal Cripples Hospital, as
it was then called. Soon, however, the pressure of numbers made it
necessary to send the children to the Warwickshire Orthopaedic Hospital
at Coleshill as the Royal Cripples Hospital already had a long waiting
list. This scheme was interrupted by the war, but it has recently been
possible to resume it again.

The object of the scheme is two fold ; firstly the recognition of cases
of minor deformity which if left untreated might lead to some degree of
disability, and their treatment by appropriate physical methods. These
cases are selected by the assistant school medical officers and referred
to the physiotherapists at the exercise clinics. Secondly, the weeding
out of the more serious cases and their examination by the Orthopaedic
Surgeon at Sheep Street Clinic, when it is decided whether further
physiotherapy is appropriate or whether hospital treatment is essential.

Following a stay in hospital it is endeavoured to refer each case back
to the appropriate clinic for after-care. There may be an intermediate
period when out-patient hospital treatment is necessary for the purpose

of splint fitting and plaster work, but as the scheme develops this stage
may be eliminated.

Apart from its importance in the recognition and treatment of early

deformity the scheme is very valuable in lessening the burden on the
pverworked city hospitals,”








































































a2

Supervision of all verminous children is maintained by the nursing
assistants in school at monthly intervals, and action taken (as described
in the 1949 report) under the scheme for special cases, where necessary.
During the past year the names of 36 more children of 17 families were
placed on the “‘special’’ register, and those of 30 children in 8 families
removed with a record of cleanliness and general improvement over a
reasonable period. So far, of the 72 families whose names had been
previously reported as removed because of improvement, only one has
seriously backslidden.

In 1950, 10 children of 3 families who were receiving special
attention and supervision because of neglect and verminous conditions,
were removed to the care of the Children's Committee, following pro-
ceedings for neglect under the Children and Young Persons Act, 1933.

The bathing centres play a very important part in any scheme of
this kind, quite apart from the treatment of scabies. Cleansing demon-
strations have been arranged for individual mothers and wvoluntary
cleansings arranged for families in temporary difficulty, at home (e.g.
serious illness or death of a parent). Much help has also been given to
families seriously handicapped by housing difficulties, mental deficiency,
invalidism of parents, etc., during the year; 65 children in 19 families
have been helped together with their mothers and a wotal of 877 baths
have been given to these children.

A very fine spirit of service has been shown in this work and good
team work between school nurses and nursing assistants has resulted
in considerable improvement in a number of cases.

Post-Certificate Refresher Courses

Three school nurses attended the 24th Winter School, a two week
course by the Women Public Health Officers Association in December,
1949— January, 1930, and six nurses attended the 25th Winter School for
the same period commencing December 28th, 1950. This opportunity
was greatly appreciated and enjoved by all who went.

Training Course for Health Visitors

Two of the school nurses, Mrs. Askew and Miss Aslin, attended the
above course in Birmingham from September, 1949—April, 1950, and
obtained the Health Visitor's Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute.”

INSTITUTE OF CHILD HEALTH

In view of the recent discussions on the value of the interchange of
stafls engaged in preventive and curative medicine, it is satisfactory to
record the existing arrangements under the aegis of the Institute of Child
Health. The advantages of the inter-change have been fully discussed
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A Retury oF DeFEcTS FOUND BY MEDICAL INSPECTION IN THE YEAR ENDED
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I
| Periopic [NSPECTIONS

SPECIAL INSPECTIONS

|
Number of Defects |
|

Number of Defects
| Requiring ' Requiring
, | to be kept to be kept
Defect | under : . under
Code | Defect or Requiring | observation Requiring  observation
Number | Disease Treatment  but not | Treatment | but not
uiring | requirin
trriqahm:nt tl:‘ea.tme:ﬁ:
(1) (2 (3) (4) (5)
4 Skin 1,276 341 4,268 14
s Eyes—
1'.'[.:} Vision 2,793 987 2,742 50
(&) Squint 830 353 386 15
() Other ... 304 78 1,599 4
(4] Ears—
(@) Hearin 124 156 157 17
ol 0| 132 2
fe HYRL "
7 N-:Eui or throat 3259 | 2,333 3,904 208
8 Speech . 113 183 82 12
g Cervical Glands .. 354 581 281 27
10 Heart and Circula- i S o -
tion £
11 | Lungs 1,554 801 916 39
12 | Duveln me:ntal—- 4% | 5 5 2
(a) Hernia .. I
(&) Dther ..... 70 1 101 20 5
13 Ortho i
(@) ture 725 1 568 79 12
b) Flat foot 1430 | 708 237 6
¢) Other 1,183 570 718 24
14 Nervous System s :
(a) Epilepsy 34 1 17
(B) 1:'.'!’l:l.'-er1:lCB 139 49 207 7
15 Psychological —
{ } Development 47 137 26 10
b Stab:hty 217 266 25 10
16 3 1,324 275 8,274 a2
B. CLASSIFICATION OF THE GENERAL ConDITiON oF PuriLs INSPECTED DURING
THE YEAR IN THE AcE GrROUPS
; | A B r c
Number (Good) (Fair) | (Poor)
Grou of
£ " Pupils % of % of % of
Insp't'd No. Col. 2 _ No. Col. 2 No. Cal. 2
m (2) (3) (4) 5 | ® ‘ @ | ®
Entrants I 19,188 5,823 30-35 | 12,147 | 63-30 | 1,218 6-35
Second Age
Group | 10,419 | 2,890 | 27-74 | 6,861 = 6585 | 668 6-41
Third Age . |
Group 12,0080 3,804 32-42 7,533 | 62-73 | 582 4:85
Other Perindie
Inspections — — — — — —_— —
Totar | 41,616 | 12,607 | 3029 | 26,541 sa-m_iEIas_| 593 |
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