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4
MEDICAL AND DENTAL STAFF.

SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER :
James R. MitcueLr, M.C., M.B,, Ch.B,, D.P.H.

ASSISTANT SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICERS :
BETHIA S5, ALEXANDER, M.B., Ch.B,, D.P.H. (Refired :ﬂ_llu'ti.n'-l{l}_,
JEessie J. Stookg, L.R.C.P., and 5., Edin,, D.P.H. (fetired 3{5/40).
Epcar H, Wirkixs, M. B.,, B.Ch., D.P.H.
PuiLie R. Kemp, M B, Ch.B. (On Military Service).
GErRaALD Fraser Smiti, M R.C.S., LR.CP.
WitLiam H. S. McGrecor, M.R.C.S.,, L.R.C.P, (On Military Service).
Vicroria H. Kmne, M. B, B.S., M.R.C.S., LR.C.P,
Marcarer C. Winter, M.B,, Ch.B. (Left 9/3/40).
Huca 5. K. Saisssury, M.R.C.5., LR.CP.
CuarLeEs LEith Barrox, M. B, Ch B,
MarjoriE M, WiLsox, M.B,, Ch.B., D.P.H. (Left 30/11/40).
Joux H. Avstin, M.B., Ch.B.
Mary A, MacHare, M.B., B.Ch,, D P.H. (dppeinted 1[5/40)).
KaTHLEEN Davies Tuomas, M. B, Ch.B, D.P.H. (Apponied lemporarily
from 13/5/40).
IsoBeL M. G. MarsnarL, M.B., Ch. B, D.P.H. (4dppointed 1/5/40).
Dorotuy M, Beavmont, MM R.C.S., LRC.P, (4dppoinied temporarily from
12/8/40).
MURIEL 5. RoBERTS, M.B., Ch.B, (Appointed 2/9/40).
EstHEr HENDRY, M.B., Ch.B., M.D. (Appointed temporarily from Z/12{40).
KAaTuLEEn M. Bopkmw, M.R.CS., LR.CP., D P H. (dpponted 2/12[40).
IRENE HASLEGRAVE. (Appointed 11/3/40. Left 31[8/40).

SCHOOL DENTAL SURGEONS .

*]. Jessor, L.DS, *W. A. Stockwix, L.D.S,
J. D, Cockpurn, L.ID.S, H. A. Conen, L.ID.S,
I1. €. Baker, LD.S, *¢ H B Epwarps, LDS, |
*F. E. Hupson, L.D.S, H. Lixn, L.D.S, I
A.E. T. Hunt, M.C., LDS, R. E. Morgan, LIS, (Left 4/11/40),
C. R, Fopex, LD S, W. G. CAMPBELL (Appointed Hlu,r.m_%
E. Dickson, LIS, Left 6[5/40)
J. M. Dawson, LIS,

OPHTHALMIC SURGEONS :
*H. W, ArcuiEr-HarLr, MR.CS., D.O.
*A. W, ALpripcE, M.B., B.5.

AURAL SURGEONS :
*F. B. GiLuesey, M.R.C.S,
*D. ]. Evans, F.R.C.S. (4ppoinied 17[4]/40. Appointment
terminated 3011400,

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON :
*F, WiLsox Stuart, M.D., ChA.

ANAESTHETIST :

*J. A. Amscow, M.B,, Ch.B,, Tonsil and Adenoid Clinic. (Appointed 17/4/40
Appointment terminated 30/11/40),

VISITING MEDICAL OFFICERS :
Cropwood and Hunter's Hill Schools : *Mircuert 1. Dick, M.B., Ch.B.
Shawbury Approved School : *Berxarp E. Ware, M. B, B.Ch.

ﬂ'ﬂHﬂ_‘DLTAHT MEDICAL OFFICER, BASKERVILLE SCHOOL :
*W. Carey Smariwoop, M.B, ChB, M.RECP, MRECS

DIRECTOR OF CHILD GUIDANCE CLINIC :
*CHARLES L. C. Burns, MR.C.S, LRC.P, D.P.M.

*Part time Officers.
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Officer and Dafe of Leaving

Nurse D. E. Lawrence
(81st March, 1940)
Nurse 1. Winn
(80th November, 1940)

Miss E. Richards

(10th September, 1940)
Mrs. O. ]J. Evans

(81st October, 1940)
Mrs. B. A. Taylor

(80th November, 1940)
Mrs. M. A. Neale

(18th December, 1940)

Officer and Dale of Appointment

Dr. 1. Haslegrave
(11th March, 1940)
Dr. M. A. MacHale
(1st May, 1940)
Dr. K. Davies Thomas
(13th May, 1940)
Dr. I. M. S. Marshall
(12th August, 1940)
Dr. D. M. Beaumont
(12th August, 1940)
Dr. M. S. Roberts
(2nd September, 1940)
Dr. E. Hendry
(2nd December, 1940)
Dr. K. M. Bodkin
(2nd December, 1940)
Mr. W. G. Campbell
(8th January, 1940)
Nurse M. Thomas
(8th January, 1940)
Nurse A, M. Hotchkiss
(1st May, 1940)
Nurse I. M. Winn
(1st June, 1940)
Nurse M. Horton
(10th June, 1940)
Miss W. M. Moss
(1st April, 1940)
Nurse S. White
(1st October, 1940)
Nurse M. R. Gould
(4th November, 1940)
Miss ], M. Hastilow
(1st July, 1940)
Miss M. L. Williams
(1st October, 1940)
Miss H. M. Harding
(2nd December, 1940)
Miss I. M. Winn
(1st December, 1940)
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Stalus
School Nurse

ditto

Dental Attendant

ditto

Bath Attendant

ditto

Shooting

Canse
Removed to London

(Apptd. Tempy.
Resident Nurse at
National Camp)

Ill-health
Marriage
Retirement

ditto

Status
Assistant School

Medical Officer
ditto
ditto (Temporary)
ditto
ditto (Temporary)
ditto
ditto (Temporary)
ditto
School Dental
Surgeon
School Nurse
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
Dental Attendant
ditto (Temporary)

Bath Attendant

Nurse at
utts Camp
School

TEmporarg
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EVACUATION,

I made reference in my Report for 1939 to the time and attention
which was given to the organisation, review and improvement of the
Scheme for the evacuation of school children from the City. In 1940 an
equal, if not greater, amount of time and thought was given to the
preparation of arrangements for the medical examination of children
immediately prior to their departure.

In its Memorandum Ev. 8, the Ministry of Health required that
children should be medically examined immediately prior to their
departure to the Reception Areas, and promised thirty-six hours' notice,
in order that this might be carried out. A call was made to General
Medical Practitioners to assist in the work, and careful plans were made
to enable the examinations to take place. With the co-operation of the
Medical Officer of Health and his Staff, the services of some of the
Health Visitors were also made available to supplement the School
Nursing Staff.

In a joint circular issued by the Ministry of Health and the Board
of Education, Local Education Authorities of evacuation areas were
enjoined to make an intensive effort to keep all, and not only the
registered children, under frequent supervision, in regard to conditions
of uncleanliness and contagious skin diseases. Clearly this task could
not be undertaken by the permanent medical staff of the Education
Committee without help, and accordingly, with the knowledge of both
the Ministry of Health and the Board of Education, the wogk of the
medical and nursing Staff was reinforced by the help of a number of
General Medical Practitioners, specially appointed for part-time service.
Between the 14th June and the 18th October, B3,674 individual exam-
inations were made by Assistant School Medical Officers and General
Medical Practitioners, as follows :—

Assistant School Medical Officers 28,593
General Medical Practitioners 55,081

Moreover, between the 14th June and 23rd November, School Nurses
conducted 86,662 examinations of children in the evacuable and non-
evacuable Schools in the City. Thus a grand total of 170,336 examinations
was carried out within this period.

In August the Board of Education issued Circular 1523, in which it
was stated “Every child should receive a full medical examination as
soon as practicable after admission to School.”” In view of this, Assistant
School Medical Officers were withdrawn from the examination of
prospective evacuees and were asked to concentrate their attention upon
the examination of children newly admitted to school, but intensive
examination of evacuees was continued by the General Medical
‘Practitioners and by the School Nurses. Children exhibiting :::ﬂn(!itlnnﬂ
which needed to be seen by the Assistant School Medical Officers were
referred by the nurses to the Clinics. The Nurses were instructed to
keep careful lists of the children who would need special consideration
when the time arrived for final medical examination prior to evacuation.
Such children were to be “‘followed up’’ time after time until the
condition needing attention was removed.

In the hope that there should be no complaints from reception areas
upon the score of uncleanliness, 20 parents were summoned at the
Birmingham Police Court in June, and fines ranging from 5/- to 10/-
were imposed for failing to cause their children to return to school in a
satisfactory condition within three days of exclusion for uncleanliness.
This, it was hoped, would have a salutary effect upon other parents.
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Towards the end of November, as the result of enemy action, local
complications arose involving some intermission of one of the public
services, and it became necessary to arrange, at EKtrEﬂlElE short notice,
for the evacuation of children from parts of the City not hitherto defined
as evacuable zones as well as from the areas already designated as

»

evacuable. Indeed, so short was the notice received, that it proved -

impossible to put into operation the carefully prepared plans for the

medical examination of children on the day preceding their evacuation.

Arrangements have been made with the School Medical Services in
the varions Reception Areas for the provision of treatment for Birming-
ham evacuees in need of it. Thanks are due to the Authorities and

Officers in those areas for the effective manner in which they have

attended the medical needs of the children temporarily in their charge.

As T mentioned in my last report, the separation of parent from
child as the result of evacuation does not make for the easier
administration of the Service, but having regard to all the difficulties
inherent in the situation, it may be said with confidence that the children
evacuated from this City are receiving, through the School Medical
Service in the Reception Areas, attention no less beneficial than would
be the case had they remained in the City,

Loan of Staff to Reception Areas.

Following the evacuation of November, 1940, of unaccompanied
school children, requests were received from the local authorities in

-
:

several of the Reception Areas for the loan of medical, nursing and

dental staff. Whilst evacuation of a given number of children from
Birmingham doubtless threw additional work upon the Staffs of the
School Medical Service in the Reception Areas, it did not relieve the
work of the Birmingham Staff to an extent which made it possible to
second the services of full-time Officers. On the other hand, it is obvious
that the loan of the part-time services of officers was impracticable. In a
thickly populated area such as Birmingham little time is spent by the
medical, dental and nursing Staff in travelling from school to school,
or school to clinic, and practically the whole of their official hours are
“‘effective’’ hours so far as inspection and treatment of children is
concerned. Thus the ratio of children to Officer is probahly higher than
in a country area where the children are very widely dispersed, and
travelling within official hours takes up more of the time of the Officers,
It is not surprising, therefore, that the requests received from some of
the reception areas were somewhat out of proportion (judged from the
Birmingham point of view) to the number of children evacuated. Whilst
in no case did it appear that the requests made were unreasonable, it
did not seem practicable to meet them without reducing the numerical |
strength of the Staff in Birmingham more than was justifiable, having
regard to the number of children who remained in the City. The solution
therefore appeared to lie in the appointment by the Local Education
Authorities in the Reception Areas, after consultation with the Birming-
ham Authority, and subject to the approval of the Board of Education of
temporary Officers, part or full-time, according to the number of children

to be dealt with. This course was commended to-those Authorities who
asked for assistance.

One Nurse loaned to a Reception Area in October, 1939, remained in
that area throughout 1940. Other officers loaned following the 1939
evacuation were withdrawn for duty in Birmingham as and when
circumstances permitted.
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ULTRA-VIOLET RAY TREATMENT.
The following table shows the number of children treated, the cause
and the effects :—

) ; P Ceased to
Number Cured  Improved No atlend before
Treated or mich Better  Completion
Improved of Cure
Debility i BT - 193 273 B 203
Rheumatism N 81 30 4 21
Chorea s Gis il [ 2 0 5
Bronchitis & Asthma 336 112 104 7 113
Nasal Catarrh, ete.... 71 25 20 1 25
Enlarged Glands ... 36 11 16 1 8
Otorrhoea & Deafness 15 1 8 0 G
Blepharitis and
Conjunctivitis F e T 5 4 0 (i
Anaemia oo 1O 36 a8 2 a1
Chilblains e B 11 11 1 7
Alopecia o S 11 5 3 T
Impetigo ... en | Ol 20 2 0 3
Other Skin Troubles 61 2 16 0 22
TOTAL 1,498 485 529 27 457

et T e el

TONSILS AND ADENOIDS CLINIC AT HANDSWORTH.

With the outbreak of war in 1989 this Clinic was closed, but
re-opened in April, 1940, for one session weekly, and in June, 1940, for
two sessions each week. An air-raid shelter was provided for patients

el el = —

in the basement of the premises. In November, 1940, however, the

Committee deemed it advisable again to discontinue operative work at
the Clinic. Alternative plans are being considered, but it is as yet too
carly to indicate in which direction future developments may lie.

Whilst the Clinic at Handsworth was open 432 patients were operated
upon.

AURAL CLINIC.

Mr. Gilhespy, part-time Aural Surgeon to the Education Committee,
has submitted a report upon his work at Great Charles Street Clinic,
from which the following is quoted :—

“Work at the Aural Clinic has not been interrupted by the War,

and the figures for 1940 of new patients seen, show a slight increase
in numbers compared with the previous year. Owing to evacuation,
it has been difficult at times to keep in touch with the children, but
once having done so they have turned up well. Some of the City's
children evacuated from Deaf Schools were visited in the country.
I have not noticed any appreciable increase in ear, nose or throat
troubles as a result of children sleeping in shelters.

Several cases of prolonged otorrhoea which have not responded
to local treatment I have taken into the Ear and Throat Hospital
for mastoid operations.

As was to be expected, some of our evacuated children have
returned improved in general health with coincident improvement of
their Nasal and Aural conditions. "
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A grant-in-aid was made to the Committee of the Royal Cripples’
Hospital. The following table gives particulars of the work done among
out-patients of school age suffering from non-tuberculous defects during
1940 :—

Classification Out-patient Clinic Massage Depariment
No, of  Aitend- No of Allend-
Cases ances Cases ances
Talipes, Club Feet, etc. o B 307 10 381
Congenital Deformities - oy 173 6 674
Dislocated Hips crge AT 35 2 38
Spastic Paralysis ... 40 129 27 780
Infantile Paralysis Sie F 407 19 855
Birth Palsy 2 Il 3 2 44
Rickets S e 281 22 520
Foot Deformities 240 869 B2 1,490
Scoliosis, Kvphosis, ete, 60 197 40 1,485
Fractures T 9 HE 6 89
Injuries 21 79 12 210
Amputations 6 26 — —
Osteomyelitis - 9 45 1 48
Arthritis 10 32 5 204
Perthes Disease, Synovitis
Kholers Discase 25 T4 3 70
Unclassified 15 44 26 451
TOTALS 728 2,740 285 7,438

PHYSICAL EDUCATION.

The accompanying extracts are quoted from a report given by Mr.
MacCuaig and Miss Thorpe, Organising Inspectors of Physical Training :
“The value of physical education as a contribution to the general
health and education of the child is more and more evident. More-
over, well directed outdoor physical exercises and games and indoor
gymnastics, dancing and swimming, promote happiness, friendship
and a healthy outlook on life. The Committee’s policy of holding
refresher courses in physical education for teachers and leaders over
a long period of years has provided a body of teachers with ability,
enthusiasm and faith in the values of physical education. These
teachers are now carrying on, sometimes under adverse conditions.
The physical training of boys, particularly those over eleven
yvears of age, has suffered, for the young men who were responsible
for the major part of the physical training of boys in pre-war days
are nearly all serving in H.M. Forces. Every effort, however, is
being made to keep physical training going and to maintain the
standard as high as circumstances permit. Teachers of wvarying
ages from 30-65 are applying the type of work they know best,
usually the 1933 or 1919 syllabus. In several senior departments,
where no man is available, women teachers are undertaking the
physical training of boys.
: ”Thrnuglmut the year, training courses for teachers have been
eld.

Although the war has curtailed activities in post school physical
training and recreation, nevertheless a considerable amount of
important work has been carried on in the Committee's Institutions.

1
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The number of classes in Evening Institutes is naturally smaller,
but there is still a vigorous nucleus which, as soon as weather and
war conditions permit, will doubtless develop as in pre-war days."

-

EXAMINATION OF MILK/NEWSBOYS.

The number of children examined during the year ended 31st Dec-
ember, 1940, was 3,084—the number of Clinics used being 201.
~ There was a drop in the number of children examined compared
~ with the number in 1939 (3,359) but in view of the disturbed condition
~ of the City during the last few months this was not wholly unexpected.
Another factor is that the whole of the staff of the Employment Section
:g have been engaged on duties connected with the evacuation of children
and the billeting of people rendered homeless, which means that little
~ time has been able to be devoted to the registration and medical exam-
~ ination of milk /newsboys during the last two or three months.

PROVISION OF MEALS AND MILK.

During the year 522,251 free meals were given.

The arrangements for the provision of hot meals have continued on
~ lines similar to those obtaining last year, subject to such minor modifi-
~ cations as have been necessitated by rationing, but with the addition, as
from October, 1940, of a second one-third pint bottle of milk to each
child in receipt of free solid meals.

The number of children in receipt of {ree meals has declined owing
- to the large number of children affected by evacuation, and also to the
improved financial circumstances of the parents. The Committee has,
- however, sought to make the fullest possible provision for children who
~ have no mother, or whose mother was engaged in war work, to receive
~ a hot two-course mid-day meal at a charge of 4d. Thi= service has been
1940, the number of children receiving meals under this scheme was 177-
the number receiving meals on 31st December was 1,002,

With regard to the supply of milk under the ‘“‘Milk in Schools"
~ Scheme, every effort has been made by the Committee and teaching
staffs to popularise the scheme, but many circumstances beyond the
~control of the Committee and its oflicers or of the suppliers have operated
- against it in the period under review. During the school holiday of
~ October, 1940, an experiment was carried out at six schools for the
- supply of milk during holidays, The result of this limited experiment
- was sufficiently encouraging to justfy the Committee in extending the
experiment over the whole of the schools of the City auring the Christmas
- vacation. The results were everywhere extremely disappointing. In view
~ of the abnormal conditions, however, it is impossible to say whether the
results would be the same had circumstances been completely normal
and a regular and prompt supply of milk always assured.

Over a period of 21 months, the Committee carried out a limited
‘experiment in the issue of free milk to children who, whilst showing
some signs of malnutrition, were not sufficiently undernourished to
‘warrant the provision of free solid meals. In the light of the report on
~ that experiment, the Committee decided in October, 1940, to give to
‘all Head Teachers discretionary power to grant one-third pint bottles
of milk free to any child showing signs of malnutrition.

A Table showing the summary of the returns furnished by the Heads
of the Schools with regard to the provision of milk is given on page 14
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NUTRITION,

In Circular 1528 the Board of Education pointed out that every
school should be visited frequently by a Medical Officer for the purpose
of carrying out a rapid survey of all the children in the school. The
survey was to have regard to the nutrition of the children and to the
selection of children who appeared to be in need of supplementary
nourishment. As has been pointed out in the paragraph with regard to
evacuation, the work of the permanent memhers of the Staff of the
School Medical Service was supplemented by help from General Medical
Practitioners specially appointed for the purpose, and Assistant School
Medical Officers and Nurses were asked to pay particular attention to
ailing children and to the selection of children who appeared to be under-
nourished. The classification of the nutrition of the children inspected
in the routine age-groups is set out in Table I1. It will be seen that the
percentage classified as ‘“Bad’ has fallen from 1.4 in 1939 to 1.0 in
1940, but on the other hand, 10.5 per cent. were classified as “*slightly-
subnormal,”’ as compared with 9.4 in 1939. It has to be borne in mind,
however, that these statistics represent the findings of eighteen Assistant
School Medical Officers who, for varying periods, took part in the work
of the Birmingham School Medical Service. The figures with regard to
children showing nutrition “slightly subnormal’” or ‘“‘bad’’ may be
considered to be unduly weighted on the side of subnormality. Certain
examiners, some of whom were new to the staff, adopted standards
obviously differing from those of their colleagues, and two of them
classified as many as 40 and 45 per cent. of the children as “slightly
sub-normal.”’

At the other end of the scale it is interesting to note that 4.1 per cent.
were classified as ‘' Excellent’’ as compared with 2.3 per cent, in 1939.

Normally the number of children in need of and receiving free meals
may be taken as a fairly reliable index of the state of nutrition in the
Schools. As pointed out above, however, the number of children receiving
free meals has fallen owing to evacuation, and the improved economic
condition of many of the parents of former recipients of meals has also
affected the position. Any deductions as to the effect of the war npon
the state of nutrition of the children would, therefore, in my opinion,
at present be premature and unsound. The effect of rationing and shortage
of certain protective and essential food stuffs may alter the position in
spite of economic improvement, and these factors are already under close
observation.

SCABIES.

2,255 children were treated for Scabies during the vear. Of these,
920 received sulphur baths at one of the four cleansing centres. The total
number of baths given was 9,460, Fifty-two of the patients were
re-infections.

During the year there has been even closer co-operation between the
Education Committee and the Public Health Committee in the treatment
of scabies, and in efforts to secure control of the disease. To this end
attendance at the Public Health Committee's Cleansing Centre at Bacchus

Road has been recognised as the equivalent of attendance at an ordinary
School Clinie.

The main problem still remains the control of the disease in the young
adults over school age, who maintain infection in the home. The School
Medical Staff has under investigation several alternative treatments in
the hope of securing a more rapid cure,
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UNCLEANLINESS.

During the year 267,072 examinations of children were carried out
for the specific purpose of detecting uncleanliness. The number of exam-
inations was larger than in 1939, but this was in conformity with the
express wish of the Board of Educatmn that all, and not only children
registered for evacuation, should be kept under frelquent supervision in
regard to conditions of uncleanliness. As the result of these examinations,
14,098 individual children were found to be unclean. Again this number
is larger, but this is not surprising because the examinations were
conducted at more frequent intervals, and children temporarily and
accidently unclean, who might have escaped notice in earlier years, were
this time caught in the closer mesh.

Although habitual offenders still furnish the chief r_lli‘t'n::ult}r in this
matter, it is gratifying to notice some definite improvement in standard
and in pubh(: opinion with regard to cleanliness.

CHILD GUIDANCE CLINIC.
Dr. Burns, the Director of the Child Guidance Clinic, submits the

following report :—

‘‘At the beginning of this year we had settled down to a steady
routine. This continued until nearly the end, when air raids brought
about a temporary diminution of work, nmng’ both to transport
difficulties, and renewed evacuation. SIlght damage to the Clinic
also added to our difficulties.

It will be seen from the figures given below, however, that the
numbers have on the whole increased.

It might be supposed that the strain of war would cause an
increase of neurosis and maladjustment among both children and
adults, and it is a remarkable fact, and a tribute to the stamina and
resilience of human creatures, that such has not been the case ; there
have been few cases where war conditions have been an important
contributory factor,

What has hbeen noticed at the Clinic and confirmed by a
questionnaire issued to teachers, is the increase in excitability and
aggressive behaviour following air raids. Also diminished powers
of memory and concentration observed by mental tests: a result to
be expected.

There have been a certain number of “‘evacuation problems'’
referred, mostly cases returned from billets as being too difficult.
They number 56 and presented the following problems :

Problems among Evacuees.

Difficult behaviour—generally *‘unbilletable’’ 10
Stealing 9
Run away : 1
Altemptcd suicide 1
Eneuresis 11
Anorexia NLruha = e 1
lep disturbance i  §
Extreme personality lentres 1

1

Epileptic fits

o
o
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Evacuation of Children.

All Special School children have continued to be regarded as eligible
for evacuation and at the close of the year there were in reception areas
approximately 440 such children who had been officially evacuated. It
is pleasing to be able to report that not only has the general standard
of health of these evacuees been well maintained, but in many cases
marked improvement has been shown,

Childven Remaining in Birmingham.

Following the provision of air raid shelters, all the Special Schools
in Birmingham were re-opened, and by April 1st full-time attendance
at all of them had been resumed on a compulsory basis. Unfortunately,
late in the year three of the Schools—two for the Mentally Defective and
one for the Physically Defective—were so badly damaged by enemy
action that they had to be closed. Two have since been re-occupied, but
in the case of the third, accommodation is having to be sought elsewhere.
The number of children remaining on the roll of the Special Schools at
Christmas, 1940, excluding those who had been evacuated, was 1,390.

Towyn Summer School,

During the Spring and Summer, seven groups of children varying
in number from 18 to 26 were sent from the Special Schools to Martineau
House at Towyn at fortnightly intervals. In addition, two groups of
boys, totalling 50, from the Shenley Fields Cottage Homes, and two
groups of girls, totalling 55, from the Erdington Cottage Homes spent
part of their Summer Holidays there.

Since October last, the premises have been occupied by about 30
very young children evacuated from the Erdington Cottage Homes.

Cottage Homes.

Apart from the children referred to in the last paragraph, 117
children over the age of seven years have been evacuated from the
Erdington Cottage Homes with children from the Schools they normally
attend, and enquiries are being made with a view to finding suitable
premises in safe areas to which more of the younger children can be
transferred. Certain structural alterations are being effected both at
these Homes and at the Shenley Fields Cottage Homes which will
enable the downstairs rooms to be used for sleeping purposes and the
upstairs rooms as day rooms. While these alterations are in progress
at the latter institution, 50 boys are being temporarily housed and taught
at the West Malvern REsidﬂntial Open-Air School, where accommodation
was kindly placed at the disposal of the authﬂrltv by the Worcestershire
Education Committee,

CONCLUSION.

This report would be incomplete without a reference to the willing
and effective co-operation of teachers, School Attendance Officers, and
Officers of the administrative staff of the Committee, in carrying out
the work of the School Medical Service. It is gratifying to record that
one has never sought n vain for information or help in the work of the
School Medical Service. My thanks are tendered to all concerned.
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Elementary Schools.

TaeLE 1. -
MEeDICAL INSPECTIONS OF CHILDREN ATTENDING PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS,
A. ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS,

(1) Number of Inspections in the prescribed Groups :

Eniranes’ . e == B | ] el e [ i -
Second Age Group ... e e e e - B,734
Third Age Group ... ... BB e R 6,987
T e W B O 29,496 3
(2) Number of other Routine Inspections .... e pn, A s —
Grand Total .. AR e P e g ey 29 496
B. OTHER INSPECTIONS.
Number of Special Inspections and Re-Inspections i B *91,076

*In addition, 83,674 examinations of potential evacuees were made by Assistant
School Medical Officers and General Practitioners, as follows :—

Assistant School Medical Officers . St 28,593
General Practitioners o . ' e 99,081

TapLE II.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE NurriTION oF CHILDREN [NSPECTED DURING THE
YEAR IN THE RouTinE AGE GROUPS, *

Number of Ehil_qifu.

o
In- A B (Slightly D
Age-Groups | spected | (Excellent) | (Normal) | subnormal) (Bad)

Nn_!',.{,. No. | % | No. o | Ho, %

Futradts | 1957s EES| 4.7 10,967 798 1932 | 141 | 211 | 1.4

Second
Age-group 8734 | 300 | 34 | 7645 875 ] 730 8.4 58 7

Third Age-group| 6,987 | 249 35 | 6,252 BOG | 450 | 6.4 36 5

Other Routine |
Inspections — — — — |

Total ... | 29,496 |1,214 | 4.1 |24,864 844 | 3,112 10.5 306 1.0

*These statistics represent the findings of eighteen Assistant School Medical
Officers who, for varying periods, took part in the work of the Birmingham School
Medical Service during the year 1940, The figures with regard to children showing
nutrition ** slightly sub-normal,” or ** bad,”” may be considered to be unduly weighted
on the side of subnormality. Certain examiners, some of whom were new to the stafi,
adopted standards obviously different from those of their colleagues, and two of them
classified as many as 40 and 45 per cent. of the children as ™ slightly sub-normal.”
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Tapre IV. DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT

(1) Number of children inspected by the Dentist :
{a) Routine age-groups.

Age 5 10,4947
6 9,163
7 9,543
8 9648
< 9 9,678
10 9,730 »
11 9,018
12 8,605
13 7,991
14 500 Total 84,370 it I
b) Specials e A —— : !
Ec} Total (Routine and Specials) ... R 85,390 4
(2) Number found to require treatment R 56,969 3
(3} Number actually treated .. .. o me e e 30,197 ‘T
(4) Attendances made by children for treatment B - 37,061
Inspection 562 .

{5) Half-days devoted to Total 4,250, {
Treatment 3,688 i
Permanent Teeth 13,682
(6) Fillings Total 13,984, |
Temporary Teeth 302
Permanent Teeth 17,941
(7) Extractions Total 81,423,
Temporary Teeth 63,482
(8) Administrations of general anaesthetics for extractions 19,711,
Fermanent Teeth 2,195
(9) Other Operations Total 5,103,
Temporary Teesth 2,908 :

TasLE V. VErRMINOUS CONDITIONS,
{i.} Average number of visits per school made during the year by the School

Nurses........c....r. 1 1.05 *
(ii.) Total number of examinations of children in the Schools by S«Ehb&
Nurses...........267072
(iii.) Number of sndividual children found unclean ... ..14,088. ]
(iv.) Number of individual children cleansed under Section 87 (2) ard (3) of th?
Education Act 1921 ... ... nil. |
(v.) Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :-- 1
(a) Under the Education Act, 1921 .. .. .. _Nil [
(b) Under School Attendance Byelaws..........105
TABLE VI. BLIND AND DEAF CHILDREN. [

Number of totally or almost totally blind and deaf children who were nﬁ:
receiving education suitable for their special needs at the end of the calendar year :

i) 2) (3) )
At a At an At no Total not
Public Institution School receiving
Elementary - | other than a or suitable
School, Special School. | Institution, education.
i Blind Children - e - Nil.
| Deaf Children . — - — . Nil

MENTALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.

Total number of children notified during the vear ended 31st i
December, 1940, by the Local Education Authority to the !
Local Mental Deficiency Authority, under the Mental Deficiency
(Notification of Children) Regulations, 1928 .. S . |



