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36 2 Tubereulosis.

The total number of deaths, certified as due to tuberculosis, of
patients who had net previously been notified as suffering from tuber-
eulosis was 28—18 pulmonary and 10 non-pulmonary.

Adding these together, the total number of deaths certified as due
to tuberculosis was as follows:—

b e T T S A T T T
e ey e R e e S e 59
161

; An analysis of the tuberculosis mortality for the past twelve years
' will be found in Table T 2 (page 43).

: Number of known cases.—After making deductions for patients
who had died during the year, or who had permanently left the district.
or whose names have been taken off the register as provisionally cured,
the total number of known cases of tuberculosis in Birkenhead at the

L end of 1926 was as follows:—

i Insured persons Dependents 'uuhermaunr-il
Bl of manreil IHHIIH nir Total
ey Others | [ETson penidents
Pulmonary.........Male .. ...| 47 4124 135 25 6131
Female ... — 196 110 348 651
Non-pulmonary...Male ..... 4 40 251 - 205
Female .. — a0 231 35 316
Total...Male ..... | 51 164 386 25 96
Female ... —_— 216 J41 483 970
Total| 51 710 727 408 | 1896
—l—i‘
A revision of the cases of tuberculosis on the register is carried out
‘each year, with a view to seeing that, so far as is practicable, only the
names of patients still suffering from tuberculosis, and resident in

" Birkenhead, are kept on the roll. In conection with the revision the
following procedure is observed:—

(1) Non-pulmonary tubereulosis. Cases of non-pulmonary or surgical
tuberculosis are struck off the register as cured when complete
arrest of the disense has been maintained for three years.

(2) Pulmonary tuberculosis.

(a) Patients who have probably been wrongly notified as
tubereulous.
If the conclusion is come to that a notified case is not, and
probably never was, one of active tuberculosis, the name is
erossed off the register at the time of the annual revision
after obtaining, if possible, the assent of the notifying
practitioner.
(b) Patients diagnosed on good evidence as suffering from
pulmonary tuberculosis, who at a later stage appear in
have been cured.
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40 Tuberculosis,

Patients’ and staff fund.—Mrs. Herbert Bickersteth, and other
ladies whom she has interested in the work, continue to devote much
time and thought to the welfare of the patients and staff. Their
kindness is greatly appreciated.

- Education.—Systematic teaching of the children at Thingwall

Sanatorium was begun in July, when Miss Hobson took up duties. The
. object of making teaching provision at the Sanatorium is not so much
' to instil knowledge as to promote healthy and health-giving mental
| activity. The curriculum has to be very carefully selected, and covers
- the following subjects:—

The English language, including speaking with clear articula-
~ tion and enunciation, reading, writing and recitation.
Arithmetie, including mental arithmetic and practical know-

~ ledge of money, weights and measures.
Knowledge of common things, including Nature study and
observation lessons.
Drawing. .
Singing, including fraining in proper breathing.
Physical exercises.
Plain needlework.
Manual instruction.
Composition, study of literary matter, history and geography.

Ml e I b T

T

; In connection with all forms of exercise the instructions of Dr.
Foster are obtained by the teacher, and carefully followed, the
. requirements of individual children being closely observed.

Thingwall Sinatorium—cChildren at School,

~ For those children who are in bed, teaching is mainly individual
in character ; the time-table is planned to provide suitable occupation
for such children.

I The eurriculum is adapted to the special conditions under which

“the children are taught, and the teaching of such subjects as arithmetie,
English, geography, and history, are connected as far as possible with
‘the manual occupationsof the children. :
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iR Venereal diseases
VENEREAL DISEASES.

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

The diagnosis and treatment of cases of venereal disease have been
carried on at the municipal clinic at the Birkenhead Borough Hospital
for the past nine years. Since 1923 the arrangements have been as
set out in the agreement of that year.

At this clinic during the past year Dr. Foster, assisted by Dr.
‘Hood, has dealt with male patients, and Dr. Deacon with female
patients.

Hitherto, apart from the supply of arsenobenzol compounds to
eneral practitioners for the treatment of private patients suffering
rom syphilis, the facilities provided by the Health Authority have been
limibej’ to this clinic, where males and females of all ages have been
treated, the males attending on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
evenings, and the females on Tuesday evenings and Friday afternoons.

In view of the great importance of securing efficient and continuous
treatment for cases of venereal disease among children, observations
have recently been made as to the extent to which the Corporation
clinic was used by children for diagnosis and treatment. A period of
twelve calendar months was taken;  during this period the total
number of cases of children under the age of 16 years referred to the
clinic for diagnosis and treatment was 69. The majority of these cases
were sent from the infant welfare clinies, school eye clinie or the school
- general clinic. Of these cases, 32 were found to be non-venereal, 22
 were definitely suffering from syphilis, 5 from gonorrhea, and in the
remaining 10 diagnosis was doubtful and the children were instructed
to attend for further observation and, if necessary, treatment. In all,
therefore, 37 children were seleeted to continue attendan-e at the clinie.
The cases may be classified as follows:— :

(a) Babics under 3 months whose parents were Enown to be
syphalitie, but who were yet too young for a definite diagnosis of
congenital syphilis to be made.—These cases were kept under careful
observation and a Wassermann test was carried out as soon as
practicable.

() Children suffering from ophthalmia neonatorem.—In these
cases immediate, thorough, and continuous treatment is of the greatest
importance.

(¢) Children suffering from interstitial keratitis.—NMost of these
cases were discovered, in the first instance, at the school clinies, and
were frequently unilateral. Most recent work emphasises the
importance of immediate treatment if the disease is to be prevented
from appearing in the other eye, and only continuous treatment is
likely to prevent scarring of the cornea or blindness.

-~ (d) Children suffering from aequired syphilis and gonorrhiea.—
These children may be a =ource of danger to other children and it is
desirable that they should be treated at a clinic where exclusion from
school can be officially notified and enforced.






. Venereal diseases.

h] Hamilton Square clinic.—Since the opening of this clinic on
_L" tober, 19206, 29 u]lililrﬂ!‘l (14 males and 15 females) were dealt
h at the clinic as out-patients, the total attendances made being

yphilis.—As formerly, the arsenobenzol and bismuth preparations
8 the mainstays in the treatment of this disease.

hﬂﬂﬂl‘l‘hml.—Therﬁ; have not been any fresh developments in
{ atmemefthis.diseasc

thnurnld.—Thern were iny 4 eases of this disease treated during
e year.

Hutes raga.rdlng special cases.—1. There were two severe cases of
smuth stomatitis. In one of these cases uleeration of the buceal
ucous membrane oceurred. Both cases, however, made good recoveries
il after a few months showed no ill effects.

2 There were 3 cases of gonorrheea in female children of the ages
10, and 11 years respectively. In 2 of these cases criminal
ult wis suspected but could not be proved.

- General observations.— There has been a marked imprmcmont n
gﬂ-eu-l attendances at the clinies and patients ave following up their
eatment more conscientiously than in former years.

‘The introduction of Form V.44 issued by the Ministry of Health
s now proving of great value and is being much used, especially by
samen. This record iz of great value to the Medical Officers of the
linics as it enables them to follow up the original line of treatment.

o

- Bacteriological work.—(a) At the clinies 153 smears yere examined
or the presence of gonococci, 32 specimens were examined for the
resence of spirochetes, and 5 were examined for other organisms.

- (b) At the University of Liverpool, Professor Beattie examined
912 specimens, 534 of these being sent from the clinic and 378 from
rivate medical practitioners. Of the specimens sent 907 were for
he Wassermann reaction and 5 for the detection of gonococei.

- Treatment of Birkenhead patients carried out at other treatment
entres.—So far as has been ascertained from official returns which
iave been received from other areas, Birkenhead patients attended
pther treatment centres as shown in Table V 3.

) i Issue of arsenobenzol compounds.—Arsenobenzol compounds were
ss sued during the year by the Medical Officer of Health

to the Medieal Officers of the treatment centres at the Borough
Hospital and at No. 9. Hamilton Square
to the Medical Officer, Birkenhead Union Infirmary

to three approved lo-al practitioners.
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Venercal

iliseases,

“ TABLE V 1.
Statement showing the services rendered at the Venereal Diseases Clinie
at the Birkenhcad Borough Hospital during the year, classified
according to the diseases dealt with.

LT ITATITE

Syphilis | Soft chanere | Gonorrhoea | other I:.h..-;lu | Total
ViElIEE e 1
r Hmnhar of cases which— ] T R T | L [T ¥
n) at the beginning of the year under B 5 GiaE -“"] '—' -
n‘u-armq:rfnt:“m Sl O8] 167 | 102 S B R J — | 205 | 125
had been marked off ina prcnuus I |
wear as ha le:ﬂntmndnr |
as transf to other centres, amd | \
which returned to the treatment |
eentre during the year unider report |
- wmiffering fro the same infection .. 3 - = [ == —= = 3 —
Total—Ttems 1 (@) aud 1 () ...| 160 | 102 | 2| — [136 | 23| — | — | 208 | 125
Number of cases deﬁ:!ililh ith at' | P e i
e e At 118 | 62| 12— 136 | 22| 133 | 54 %0 | 138
Total —Items 1 (a),1 (b)and2(a)) 278 | 164 | 34 | — | 272 | 45| 133 | 54 | 697 | 263
() Number ofcasestneluded in iten
(ﬂ‘}l‘nﬂ-ﬁ‘ﬂtﬂhﬂ.ﬁmﬂﬂﬂ&pwmumt
treatment at nthm' em!aﬂ for t.he
same infection _. i s e i 3 i T 9 e
wmber of 1mt'uuua w lm muuetl tx- -
attend the out-patient elinie
(w) before completing the first
i comese of treatment for ... 10| 16 | — | —( 18| 12| — | — [ 28| 28
[i} after one or more courses, but
- before completion of treatment
4 e 4 10 — — = = e = 4 10
(c) after mmp]enm ‘of treatment,
] but before final tests as to
T g1 bl e G 1 Bl —| —| M1 5 | S e e B
. Number of persons transferred to
~ other treatment centres after
treatment for........x « creeceianne.| 45 1 B — 47 - - — | 100 1
b. Number of discharged
- from the ont-patient elinic after
completion of treatment and .
> obeervation for ...........c.c.c... 8 - 2l o= 24 ] = 1 il (S o) B el
. Number of persons who, on th
1st Janunary, 1927, were under
~ treatment or ohservation for ...| 210 | 152 T 1 es | -l — | 386|160
_ Total—Items 3, 4, 5and 6/ 208 | 164 | 14| — 272 | 45| — | — | 564 209
. Out-patient attendances— | i
(a) For individual attention by the
Medical Officer ... coocraeneees 2285 11323 | 83 — 1661 | 304 | 368 | 191 {347 (1908
(4) For intermediate treatment—
1 g irrigations, dressings, &c...| 8| — | 10| — H198 | — | — | — {4211 ]| —
i Total attendances .. 2238 [1323 H — |5859 | 394 | 368 | 191 [85568 (1003
A ta number of ** in-patient
' of treatment given to
pummwhn were sul’fennE fiom| 38| 60| 12| — | 90| 28 9| — | 149 | 8%
Fur tlol:.e:th}n of For
e ol T Othe Wassernnn
I:unmhuna of pathological material— ililm“hef‘ Gonaeocei | nrnmngm reaction
- (@) 8 ﬁ:.h were examined at, and by |
mudml.l officer of, the treatment centre 32 | 153 1 -
{b) Specimens from persons attending at the
treatment centre, which were sent for ex. l .
..... —_— e —_— )

~_amination to an a.ppmvad__!ahm-nturf
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Mental eficiency. 61

MENTAL DEFICIENCY.
ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

Cases of mental deficiency fall into two categories—

" (a) Those which can be dealt with under the Mental Deficieney Aect,
1913 : for these the Mental Deficiency Committee is
responsible. :

(b) Those which can be dealt with under the Elementary Education
(Defective and Epileptic Children) Acts, 1899 and 1914;
for these the Education Committee is responsible. '

CASES COMING WITHIN THE PROVISIONS OF THE MENTAL
DEFICIENCY ACT, 1913. g

The following classes of persons who are mentally defective s
deemed to be defectives within the meaning of the Mental Deficieney
Act, 1918:— : L 1

(a) Idiots; that is to say, persons so deeply defective in mind from
birth or from an early age as to be unable to guard themselves
against common physical dangers ; :

(b) Imbeciles; that is to say, persons in whose case there exists
from birth or from an early age mental defectiveness not
amounting to idioey, yet so pronounced that they are
incapable of managing themselves or their affairs, or, in the
case of children, of being taught to do so; 1

(e) Feeble-minded persons; that is to say, persons in whose case
there exists from birth or from an early age mental defective-
ness not amounting to imbecility, yet so pronounced that they
require care, supervision, and control for their own protection
or for the protection of others, or, in the case of children, tha
they, by reason of such defectiveness appear to le per-
manently incapable of rceciving proper benefit from the
anstruction in ordinary schools ; e :

(d) Moral imbeciles; that is to say, persons who from an early age
display some permanent mental defect coupled with strong
vicious or criminal propensities on which punishment has he f
little or no deterrent effect. % ;

It will be seen from the above definition that certain special pro-
visions are made with regard to children. Briefly, the effect of these
is that a mentally defective child remains under the care of the Local
Education Authority if he can be taught in one of the schools provided
by that authority—the term ‘* ordinary " in paragraph (c) being taken
to include ‘* special ' schools for mentally defective children.

The Local Education Authority must, however, give notice to the
Local Mental Deficiency Authority in the case of all children over the
age of seven A |

(a) who have been ascertained to be incapable by reason of mental
defect of receiving benefit or further benefit in special schools
or classes, or who cannot be instructed in a special school or
class without detriment to the interests of the gther children.
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Health of sehool children. 83

HEALTH OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

Staff.—Dr. A. R. Balmain, who was engaged during the earlier
part of the year whole time on the work of school medical inspection
and treatment, left Birkenhead on 30th June to engage in research
work in London. He was succeeded by Dr. Anna M. Williams,
M.B., CH.B., D.P.H., who took up duty on 16th August.
P - A

"~ Dr. Deacon, Dr. Foster and Dr. Hood have carried out school
medical service duties throughout the year, Dr. Foster having charge
of the X-Rays Clinic at the Birkenhead and Wirral Children’'s Hospital.

[ ¥ e r
g 3

Recent developments.—The present report contains a review of
the first complete year of the new Orthopwedie clinic, which was
opened in November, 1925 (pagedB). The success of this clinic
has much exceeded expectations.

Prospective arrangements calling for consideration.

1. Partially blind children. —The provision of special facilities
for this class of child is urgently required. In my annual report for
1925 this subject was fully dealt with, and the essential features of
special classes for partially blind children discussed. At the end of
1926 there were 53 children in this category. Definite deterioration
has taken place during the past year in the sight of 16 children out
of the 54 referred to in my 1925 report as cases which should be
dealt with in special classes. . :

2. Open-air school —Reference has been made in previous
reports to the need for an open-air country school for sub-normal
children. The need is an urgent one and should receive early
consideration. 4

3. FEatension of dental inspection and treatment.—It is hoped
that during 1927 the existing dental scheme (which affects only one
section of the school population) will be extended. The usefulness
of routine dental inspection and treatment has been -clearly
demonstrated. i

4.  Provision of operative treatment for cases r:n{; nose and
throat obstruction.—Facilities should be provided for this form of
trcatment during the coming year. A considerable number of severe
cases of adenoids and enlarged tonsils is discovered annually in the
eourse of school medieal inspection: cases where the associated
obstruction to respiration is affecting the genersl health and frequently
causing deafness, chest weakness, anwmia and debility. For these

cases suitable operative treatment should be available,
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{1 Health of school children.

A full statement regarding the defects found, setting out the
number of defective children, is given in Table 8 2. In Table 8 7 the
defective children are classified according to the schools attended.

(B) TrREATMENT.

The parents or guardians of all children found at routine exaw-
inations to be defective are inlormed immediately of the need for
medical advice or treatment. 'I'hey are later visited at their howmes
by the Health Nurses and urged to obtain this advice or treatinent,
the Assistant Medical Officers making periodical re-examinations iu
the schools to ascertain what action has been taken.

During the past year the Health Nurses paid 1,407 visits to the
homes of defective children in connection with ** following up ""—1,246
tirst visits and 161 re-visits; and 3,802 re-examinations of defective
children were made by the Assistant Medical Officers. In addition,
the Nurses paid 77 special visits.

Treatment of children found, at medical inspections held during
1926, to be suffering from defects which required medical attention.—
As has been stated above, 1.571 out of the 7,246 children examined at
routine or special inspections in elementary schools during 1926 were
found to be suffering from defects requiring medical attention ; of these
1,571, 587 or 87.4 per cent. received treatment before the end of the
year.

Details of the various types of ailment treated will be found in

Table 8 4.

Treatment carried out at the Eye Clinic.—Children who were found
by the Assistant Medical Officers to require spectaclds, and whose
parents were nobt in a position to secure the necessary attention
privately, were seen at the Eye Clinic by Dr. Balmain and Dr.
Williams, who were capably assisted by Mr. Norman Wilson,

During the year 465 new cases were examined, 520 children
attended for re-examination, and G306 pairs of spectacles were supplied.
The total cost of all the spectacles which were ordered during the

year was £139 14s. 5d. The amount recovered from the parents was
£109 7s. 7d.

The following is a summary of the visual defects of cases (new
or re-examined) for whom spectacles were prescribed during the
year:—

%

Hypermetropie group: Hypermetropia ... 180 5.9
llyp. astigmatism .....ccccoveenneee 2H) 41.2

Myopie group: Bt T e e s B 12.2
Myopic BSHIZ. ... a0 12.8

Mized elig. ......ciiccacioriiinnng 49 6.9

——

704 100

—
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93 Health of school childven,

DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT
(ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS).

(A) IxsPEcTION.

_ Scope of past year's work.—The work of dental inspection and
treatment proceeded during 1926 on the lines of the curtailed scheme
decided upon by the Education Committee and described in my annual
report for 1922, This scheme was concerned chiefly with the periodical
re-inspection and treatment of these children who had been evamined
in the original dental inspection which was carried out during 1921 and
the first part of 1922; children born in the years 1914, 1915, and
1916 being dealt with.

Number inspected.—5,029 children were dentally inspected during
the year as follows:—

T e e i i e e e 810
B L e e ame o eurtmamian s by o e o s £ a5 54 mmmiins o 1516
R B LR R R 1G22
s e e e L e 1051

5029

The figures for the preceding year (1925) were:—

R R RRE TTRRTE & o soisniecasasinrns snisanssssisraisasssnnnsrass 40
B B B et r=mian o omanssasasmmnsnssanninsssscasannainserssans 1564
T L T T i o e L 2782
T T e O SR 1500

5895

Number requiring dental treatment.—Of the 5,020 children
nspected, 3,098 (61.89,) were selected as requiring tre: atment, the
parents being advised to obtain this treatment privately, or, if unable
o do this, at the Dental Clinic.

Cleanliness of teeth.—The children examined were classified
reording to cleanliness of teeth as follows:—

L e e e P 1268
o B e R ORI ok 2RTG
B e o ioserh: enmbniacccansst sussbivinssosertennninins 885

5029

Condition of gums.—The followi.ng figures show the condition of
e gums of the children examined:—

TR e Pl T e T el TR
T T T T L T e e akimaus sa b M asaba vaa s e e smmnr ek £ F B md b 793
Guome seplic .. ... 198

G029

Condition of bite.—This was found to be as set out below:—

LIRS T | e e L e L SRR 3570
T o i L L b R e Sy e s e ot U R o 1102
R LR e e e e e i 357

5020






91 Health of school children.

Schools at which medical inspection is carried out.—Medical
inspection is arranged for at the following schools:—

Ho. on Holl.

{a) Provided by the Local Lducation .&uthunt}r—

The Birkenhead Institute {Boys) .. e e rE 509

The Girls’ Secondary School ... dE0

Parkk High School ....... 171

Rock Ferry Iligh School . 201
(%) Not provided by the Local I(Iuc ll:mu Au’rhurlt]-—

The Higher Tranmere High School for Girls ....... 225

The Convent Secondary Salioq] L0 L e e

There are no continuation schools provided by the local education
authority at which medical inspection has to be carried out.

Scope of medical inspection.—The existing arrangements provide
for the examination once in each year of every child in the schools
inspected ; and for the re-examination of children found to be defective

The opinion of the Board of Education in this connection is
expressed in Circular 1153:—*° In view of the many defects that may
arise during the critical period of adolescence, the Board attach great
importance to arrangements being made for all pupils to coms annually,
as a matter of routine, under medical supervision.

Birkenhead Institute.—At the annual inspection 408 children
were inspected. Included in that number there were 57 children
now examined for the first time as secondary school children. 117
were found to have defects requiring medical or dental advice, the
defects found being as follows:—

L e T T N e e G2
T R T L 1 L o P e e P P 45
T T B s s o B e o e ot P G
I BT e e e P S B e L S 1
Heart disease ......c.c.ccccvineevrnnns e e SR e e
T L T ol e e P i O 21

Girls’ Secondary School.—At the annual inspection 324 girls were
examined—221 in the senior school and 103 in the junior school.

Included in the above total (324) there were 48 children now
examined for the first time as secondary school children.

Of the 824 children examined, 46 were found to have defects
requiring medical or dental attention; the defects found being as
follows:—

T I AT i e i e e e S g2
Defective wision ...... ey el .
Deformities (spinal ::unnture pizeon chest) .......... 3
Heart and cireulation defeets .....ccoovveiicimmniinnnnneenien b
T T e P i Py S O e 1
Other defects ... 1

All the children found to be defective were kept under observation
and re-inspected later in the year. By the end of the year 31 out of
the 46 had received appropriate treatment as shown below:—
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104 Health oy school children.

NOTES ON TABLLE 8 3—Continued.

() For the purpose of this return the Board require that children who are
blind within the meaning of the Act stould be divided into two categories, i.c.,
(1) those who are totally blind or so blind that they can only be appropriately
taught in a school or class for totally blind children, and (2) those who though
Licy cannot read ordinary scuool books, ur caunuol read e without injury to
their eyesight, have such power of vision that they can appropriately be taugit
in a school or class for the partially blind,

It should be understood that childrem who are able by means of suitable
glasses to read the ordinary school books used by children without fatigue or
injury to their vision are not included in this Table,

{¢) The Board emphasises the fact that it should be understowml that none
of the children in this Table (except children suffering from epilepsy which
is not severe) should in fact be attending public elementary schools. When the
heading is retained, it is merely because at present the insufficiency of Special
School accommodation makes it impossibla to do better for some defective
children than to allow them to attend the ordinary school. No space is left for
the entry of children with infectious pulmonary tuberculosis attending public
elementary schools, as these children should, of course, be promptly excluded
from sueh schools.

(d) Children who are deaf within the meaning of the Act are classified for
the purpose of this Table as (1) totally deaf or so deaf that they can only be
appropriately taught in a school or class for the totally deaf, and (2) partially
deaf, 1.e., those who can appropriately be taught in a school or class for the
partially deat. :

{e) This category includes only those children for whose education and
maintenance the Local Lducation Authority are resposible, and who are not
eligible for notification to the Local Control Authority under the Mental
Deficiency Act.

(/) In this part of the Table only those children are included who are epileptic
withir the meaning of the Act.

(For practical purposes the Board are of opinion that children who are subject
to attacka of major epilepsy in school should be recorded as ' severe " cages
and ercluded from ordinary public elementary schools.)

{7) In this part of the Table are entered the remainder of the epileptic
children in the area, ¢.¢., children whose disease is of such a kind 28 not to unfit
them for attendance at an ordinary public elementary school.

{(A) The exact classification of physically defective is admittedly a matter
of diffienlty. The Board request School Medical Officers t8 record these defective
children as accurately as possible under the selected sub-headings, taking care
that no child ir entered under more than one sub-heading.
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