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Area, situalion, and wealler,

TADLIE A 2.
Meteorological observations during 1921. Weekly results.
. Me: sereent s
E._n:::l::' i Munlof! Ther- Rainfall. Average | ]III:I'I-.'I.:'?j' i:ﬂ biuiﬁhe
Weeks. reduced to| Evapora- | mometer ﬁ:‘fﬁn}lfgilmrigﬂnml wind blew
ach laval tion. TS, Hours. | Inches. 1 L k (motion of (fin s, SW,
& to JT9F. ! _ " |clearaRY. sirinmiles W. & NW.
j 29.841 | 44.12 486.27 11.4 0.431 81.4 15.9 86,90
! e 29.667 | 40.80 42 05 17.2 0,641 71.4 227 60.11
3 . 30.056 | 43.92 46,22 15,2 0.541 7.2 35.6 04, 04
¢ IR 30,029 | 46.68 48,75 11.2 0.272 ii.1 22.3 08, 20
e 29.694 | 37.67 38,35 },4.5 0.510 74.2 15.6 28. 50
i NaEs e 30.521 | 36.95 38,54 0.5 0.011 0.7 7.1 33,90
Tl 30.284 | 41.34 43.47 0.6 0.026 81.4 19.7 i6.70
8. 30.280 | 40.45 43.08 b3 0.118 44,2 12.8 36.90
L A 30.149 | 41.65 44.72 15.7 0.200 87.1 21.7 97,60
i {1 29,827 | 40.12 43,22 6.4 0. 085 G5.5 13.2 67.20
3 B e 29.936 | 42.68 45.54 17.5 0.570 i7.1 19.0 71.40
1 30.141 | 45.04 47.82 13.8 0.249 7.7 19.3 41.60
13 .........] 28.953 | 43.20 416.18 8.2 0.185 65.7 18.0 91 €O
Ist Qr.| 80,020 | 41.89 44.31 137.6 3.039 | 741 18.4 71.89
14 ... ] 50.526 | 45.20 | 47.20 e[ 0003 [ b4 16.7 | 57.10
: B 29.972 | 43.48 45.37 19.7 0.647 65.7 14.9 51.10
16 .. .| 29.968 | 40.84 43.67 10.2 0. 160 G4 2 10.4 G67.80
bl 30,285 | 46.72 51.15 3.0 0.060 48.5 10.7 29.70
18 .........] 29.823 | 44.31 47.68 11.2 0.208 62.8 I 11.2 51.70
ih B .| 29.886 | 50.71 54.10 16.7 0.463 74.2 9.3 63,435
20 ........| 30.119 | 47.05 52.30 2.9 0.034 35.7 12.1 95.20
21 ... ...] 30.020 | 48.67 52.81 15.8 0.279 64.2 11.2 69,60
22 . .| 30,398 | 48.73 04,37 10.3 0.229 | 50.0 13.7 71.40
23 .| BDBY2 | 5072 .41 0.0 0.000 | 45.7 19.7 54.70
a4 e 50,301 | 53,24 57.02 2.8 0.025 | 61.4 13.9 86.30
< L 30.146 | 55.24 60.31 3.6 0.05656 | 64.2 | 179 BZ.10
AN el 30.186 | 52.95 B7.85 1.4 0.007 42.8 | 10.4 52.90
2nd Qr.] 30,162 | 47.99 62 32 1002 2.819 ba.6 | 13-4 64. 46
27 oo o] 90,247 | 55.20 | 63.57 1.3 | 0.021 | 30.0 7.3 | 70.20
28 ........| 30.041 | 61.02 67.60 6. 6 0.177 41.4 11.5 38.00
1 I 30.334 | 60.44 64.77 8.7 0.293 71.4 15.3 94,40
B e 20.783 | £7.91 63.25 0.7 0.762 80.0 15.8 70.20
b ) e 20776 | B7.64 61,30 37.9 1. 859 87.1 15.5 93.40
32 eeienes| 29.810 | 54.25 7.40 204 1.579 70.7 a 12.8 75.50
3 ... 29.969 | b55.84 59,60 7.0 0.637 54.2 9.1 §55.090
a4 29.047 | 56.88 60,44 6.2 0,148 2.8 14.6 93.40
35 . - 28,966 | 53.35 55.45 22.6 0.793 il.4 12.8 70,80
36 . .| 30,006 | 55.57 60,55 6.3 0.296 238 7.8 81.50
37 ... ... 29.938 | 51.50 b5.41 18.6 0,994 67.1 19.0 . 60
38 e 80.275 | 5575 58,30 5.2 0, 0566 67.1 9.8 58.90
39 .........| 30.226 | 52.41 56.00 0.0 0. 000 45,‘?’___ 8.1 26.10
Srd Or.| 30.024 | 48.52 | 60.18 | 1595 | 7.628 | 61.2 12.2 | 68.81
40 ..... 20,010 | &7.95 61.:31 23.9 0.912 84.2 12.0 410,40
[ [ 30,151 | 55.07 68,04 8.3 0. G20 64.2 10,2 44.6G0
Ly 30.B47 | 55.18 56.50 12.5 1,020 64.2 11.3 6. 60
43 ..... ...| 30.381 | 49.30 51.32 4.0 0.308 70.0 15.9 81.50
- b | 20.080 | 47.10 49,67 23.8 1.045 85.7 0.4 83.90
45 .........| 30.231 | 33.95 36,47 10.2 0,362 28.5 10.5 20,80
i ........ 20,948 | 30.30 41.02 12.5 0.217 84.2 15.7 17.80
B 47 ........] 90.124 | 37.92 40.22 12.9 0.274 81.4 16.7 00.00
i 48 ... 29.934 | 35.28 38.62 2.3 0.076 il 16.2 00.00
... J0.186 | 44.71 46.60 9.3 0.205 81.4 19.2 76.10
| ] 30.110 | 44.20 46,24 0.9 0.292 4.2 18.5 094.60
e ... 29.796 | 44.22 46.87 22.8 1.089 70.0 30.7 094. 60
B 52 ... 29.880 | 43,75 45,47 19.0 1.389 635 29.9 05, 80
< 4th O-| 30.112 | 45.30 47.64 171.4 7.969 JLOC ) 17.8 6b.13
f' Year | 30.081 | 45.92 hl.11 H68.7 | 22.355 65,2 : 15.3 85.21
i
e



Population, bivths, and deaths.

- POPULATION, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS.

POPULATION.

A full statement showing the growth of the population from 180
onwards was given in my annual report for 1919,

Population, 1911.—The population of the Borough at the { ,
of the 1911 census was 130,794,

Population, 1921.—The census of 1921, originally planned for ¢
24th April, was unaveidably postponed until the 19th June. Whi
latter date avoided the recognised programme of industrial hol
it was found that by June some holiday movement was (largely
to the abnormally fine weather) already in progress. This was re
in the census returns by the inclusion in the case of the more
holiday areas of varymg and sometimes substantial prﬁpﬂ!‘tl ns
visifors.

The use of local population figures differing materially £ om
figures of normal resident populations would obviously be unsuita
connection with statistics of births and deaths classified accond
area of residence. The Registrar-General, therefore, decided
was necessary to make an adjustment for these purposes by mm y
the extent of the non-resident population in certain areas
effecting its re-distribution throughout the country.

The actual census population of Birkenhead on 19th June, 19 21
set out in the Preliminary Report, was 145,592 ; but the official ‘mid
population, adjusted as stated above, was ii'i' ,800; and on this fig
all rates have been calculated.

Increase of ptupulatinn, 1911-1921.—Taking the revised
above (147,800), the increase in population as, betweeu Apri 1. 11 ¢
mid-year 1921 was 17,0086. 2

The increase in the actual census figures was 14,798. Thm corr
ponds to an inter-censal increase of 11.19, on the 1911 populs
the 82 county boroughs in England and Wales, 9 show a hlghar
age increase than Birkenhead; 59 show a lower percentage inel
whi_l&lﬂ show an actual decrease in population during the inter
peri s

The inter-censal increase for the whole country was only
cent.—about one-half of the increase in the preceding mter-censal
(1901-1911). ;

Increase of population, 1801-1921.—The growth of pupulnh
the area now meluderl in the County Borough of Birkenhead during _,;:
past 120 years is shown as follows:— k-
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Waler supply, food, and drugs.

- WATER SUPPLY, FOOD, AND DRUGS.

WATER SUPPLY.

- The new gravitation water supply for the Borough from the Alwen
sservoir in North Wales became available on 15th August, 1921.
Tha history of the new scheme dates back to June, 1900, when
i into the present and future supply of water to Birkenhead
tituted by a sub-committee appointed by the Gas and Water
bee. Powers to carry out the Alwen and Brenig schemes were
ied in the Birkenhead Corporation Water Act, 1907. The
sliminary trial trench to prove the foundations for the dam was cut
_-': m 1910. The foundation stone for the dam was laid in October,

The top water level of the Alwen Reservoir is 1,190 feet above
inance datum. The Ilength of the aqueduct from Alwen to the
*ck Reservoir is 42 miles.

2 capacity of the Alwen Reservoir is 3,200,000,000 gallons and
wverage daily yield available from the reservoir is approximately
200,000 gallons.
The average consumption of water for all purposes within the
poration water area in and adjoining the County Borough of
head is about 4 million gallons per day, and in addition to this
poration are committed to supply a further total of 1.25 million
lons per day in various places along the Alwen aqueduct.
The new supply is now available for the whole of the Borough
ﬂle exception of Oxton and Bebington wards; these are still
iplied by the Wirral and West Cheshire Water Companies, the
hmg drawn from deep wells in the new red sandstone.

MILK SUPPLY. 2

Source.—Milk is supplied to the Bomugh chiefly from farms in
Shropshire, Denbighshire and Flintshire.

Milkshops, etc.—The total number of 11111-.511{1;13 in the Borough
There are in addition 16 purveyors of milk, 5 cowsheds, and 55
regident outside Birkenhead registered to purvey milk inside
kshops are regularly inspected and the register of milk sellers
1 waak by wee%:“

g the year 360 notices to whitewash and efficiently to cleanse
s, cowsheds, and dairies were served on occupiers of such
uises, and comphe& with.

lity of milk.—The composition of the various samples of milk
en in the Borough and analysed during the year 1921 is set out in
e F 1 (page 28), and gives an indication of the general quality of

ilk supply.
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Water supply, food, and drugs.

ving substances. -

ﬁﬁ]ic Annljrﬁt has not found evidence of the addition of
ening substances to the samples of cream or preserved cream
_have been analysed.

TABLE F 1.
- Composition of milk samples taken during 1921

. |2 : 2 e e

£ |3 %t g |3 s el € |8

o R g S g8 ¥ |
Date =EE o | Date of | S.E s e
g@ sample | = = - 5’ %E sample g gx 3 EE
2! =25 E | =% L% 2
E 2 Eﬁi‘é | g g2 2RE 5 E g

o R ApiE il
3.43 | 9.17 JApl.20 | 98 3.50 | 8.86 JAug.24 | 165 2.82 | 8.87
3.30 | 8.90 09 | 2.01 | 858 | 166 | 2.88 | 8.71
3 | 3.32 | 8.56 100 | 8.30 | 8.66 27 | 167 318 | 8.67
| 5.00 | 9.12 | May 3| 101 3.85 | 9.05 29 | 168 2.88 | 8.89
3.05 | 8.89 102 | 4.20 | 8.74 169 | 8.15 | 0.08
3.50 | 8.98 108 | 3.18 | 8.86 170 | 2,97 | 8.75
3.72 | 8.62 27| 118 1.95 | 9.09 a0 171 3.10 | 9.05
3.00 | 8.83 117 .77 | 9.13 172 | 3.23 | 8.76
4.65 | 8.89 118 | 3.19 | 9.06 | Sept.? | 173 | 3.30 | 9.18
3.65 | 8.81 119 | 3.06 | 9.10 16| 174 | 3.37 | .22
37 | 9.04 120 | 3.40 | 9.02 175 | 3.60 | 9.04
3.52 | 9.04 121 4.60 | 8.60 176 | 4.25 | 9.00
3.60 | 8.60 122 | 5.04 | 8,72 27 | 177 3.87 | 8.74
3.20 | 8.50 31 | 123 4.02 | 8.94 178 3.60 | 8.90
3.82 | 8.70 124 | 3.86 | 9.06 179 | 3.60 | 9.14
3,31 | 8.93 125 | 4.30 | 9.04 180 | 3.80 | 8.73
2.76 | 8.76 126 4.23 | 8.80 181 3.13 | 8.95
8.72 | 8.66 127 | 3.58 | 9.00 182 | 2.79 | 9.47
3.00 | 8.66 128 | 2.67 | 8.0G7 30183 | 3.16 | 9.06
| 3.70 | 8.50 129 | 4.30 | 8.91 | Oct, 6| 184 | 365 | 8.94
| &77 | 8.85 |Junel | 130 | 3.12 | 8.04 19| 231 | 4.10 | 8.92
3.28 | B.5h8 6| 138 8.82 | 7.31 233 | 2.94 | 8.88
6.07 | 8.61 130 | 2.82 | 7.90 235 | 5.80 | 0.16
8.27 | 8.57 27 | 146 3.19 | 8.67 28 | 249 4.33 | 8.93
3.00 | 5.86 147 6.60 | 8,72 | Nov. 4 | 264 3.50 | 9.16
3.40 | 8.66 Puly27 | 148 | 3.30 | 8.56 8266 | 4.04 | 8.98
3.37 | 7.98 149 | 3.03 | 6.80 267 | 3.12 | 5.16
4.27 | 8.97 150 | 2.70 | 8.71 268 | 3.80 | 9.48
3.87 | 251 151 | 3.12 | 9.14 269 | 3.85 | 9.19
4.85 | 8.51 29| 1628 | 3.21 | 8.97 270 | 3.30 | 902
| 3.58 | 8.45 155 | 38.27 | 8.57 271 3.25 | 9.23
3.06 | 7.99 154 | 4.00 | 8.83 12| 284 | 4.25 | 8.67
| 8.09 | 7.98 155 3.00 | 9.18 yDec. 2| 815 | 3.70 | 8.77
4.64 | 8.46 156 | 3.50 | 8.74 13| 322 | 3.21 | 7.98
| 8.40 | 8.60 157 3.78 | 8.54 323 | 3.75 | 9.21
| 2.58 | 8.68 158 | 2.76 | 8.69 324 | 4.30 | 9.00
| 8.30 | 8.53 JAug. 2| 159 4.00 | 8.72 325 | 4.30 | 8.75
| 3.82 | 9.10 24| 161 | 3.52 | 9.04 326 | 8.60 | 879
t 2.40 | B.50 162 | 2.01 | 8.79 17 | 328 | 5.53 | 8.25
89 | 300 | 9.00 163 | 3.12 | 9.35 22 | 329 3.55 | 8 63
| 90 | 3.52 | 8.69 164 | 3.28 | 9.05 330 | 3.87 | 869

1'!“!&! percentage ........... Fat, 357 ... BSolids (not fat), 877
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SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

| - Water supply, food, and drugs.

:'9 year 330 samples were taken. Of these 324 were
6 were informal. The articles sampled are set out in the

TABLE F 3.
Samples taken duing 1921.

Ha.h H-:t.h Nu.l Nn,l
et i g Article e | B s
formally |informally formally |informally
mesavnas) 120 2 Fresh cream .............. 2 —
el e 08 —_ Preserved cream ........ 2 —
15 — Mustard ........... ... 2 =
lﬂ l Bﬂl'ﬂ GEe e AEEEEAmaE c-mE 2 S
12 1 Boracic acid . ........... 2 —
12 - Tinned apricots ... .. 2 —_—
_ 12 — Tinned pears ........... 2 —
e 11 1 Eanboroal - ool 2 —
AONaE 9 — Malt vinegar ........... 2 —
7 — Strawberry jam ...... 2 —
....... i —_ ) 1T (T [T e 2 -
: 7 — Raspberry & apple jam 1 —
...... L] - Blackeurrant jam ...... 1 —_
B - Damson jam ............ 1 =
5 — Raspberry jam...... ..... 1 —
5 - Bi-earbonate of soda .. 1 a—
4 — Cod-liver oil .. ........ 1 —
o4 [ | —_ B RS o i 1 —
: 4 — Gregory powder ......... 1 —
g — Separated milk ...... 1 -
g 3 - Total......| 324 6

‘number of samples analysed during the year was 330.
i number of samples analysed

s of milk I sample of butter
sausage 1 - ground rice
fresh cream 1 o coffee
of preserved cream 1 - beef dripping
. margarine 1 o tinned apricots
terated and proceedings were taken in respect of:—
of milk 1 sample of butter
of sausage 1 ¥ coffee
- fresh cream 1 1 beef dripping

preserved cream

e to the remaining samples reported adulterated the
ttee, after consideration and hearing the vendors'
ided that it was inadvisable to institute proceedings,
lors were subsequently cautioned.






Tubereulosis.

TUBERCULOSIS.

ﬂDMINIETRATI‘UE ARRANGEMENTS.

e arrangements made by the Birkenhead Curpuratmn for dealing
reulosis in the area include
The provision of a dispensary or clinic, opened in 1913. (This
used on one half-day each week in connection with cases from
of the administrative county of Chester.)
The provision of garden shelters (two) for suitable cases at a

| The retention since August, 1914, of twelve beds at Leasowe
for cases of surgical tuberculosis in children.

,gt joint arrangement with the Cheshire County Council, and
uncils of the County Boroughs of Wallasey, Chester, Stockport.
oke-on-Trent, for the provision of a sanatorium at Burntwood.
I Tha provision of a residential institution at Thingwall, Cheshire.

';_-.--The medical and health visiting staff for tuberculosis at
of 1021 was as set out in the annual report of 1920, with the
Dr. Foster (who took up duty at the end of November,

he Corkhill Fund.—Under the will of the late Mr. John Lloyd
' Oxton, a sum of money was provided for the assistance of
fering from consumption. By arrangement with the trustees,
lying for help from the charity are passed through the
clinic for classification; and the trustees have been largely
t'lla reuornmendatmns of the medical staff of the glinic.

Sements made during past year.

ation of sanatortum benefit.—On the lst May, 1921,
benefit ceased to be included among the benefits conferred
of the National Insurance Act, j1911 (National Health
Act, 1920 ,sec. 4; Ministry of Hea}t-h circular No. 158, 1st
1920). "

n that date IHSurnm:e Committees ceased to have the duty
ing treatment for insured persons suffering from tuberculosis,
s0 far as medical treatment and attendance are provided as
dical benefit (under section 8 (1) (a) of the National Insur-
1911, as mt-erpret-ed by section 4 (3) of the National Health
t, 1920).

that date nlsu it rested with County and Cnuntry Borough

provide institutional treatment for such persons as well

other members of the community..

”?Bgisbera, case records, and other documents relating to the
ation of sanatorium benefit have been transferred from the
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o Tubereulosis.

Insured persons Depenidents Neitherinmreﬂ'
T z of insured FHOTIE OT Tutal

Ex-service Others person {?:pem!mlts I

THen

ulmonary......... Mals.... 03 277 o8 a1 529
' Female .. — 110 58 192 an0
nn-p'n]munury Male......... 5 35 166 5 211
Female .. — 24 156 21 201
Total...Male..... ...| 104 12 264 af 740
Female ..., — 134 214 213 a6l
Totall 108 446 478 269 1301

~ Efficiency of system of notification.—As was stated in the last
annual report the notification of tuberculosis is of comparatively little
mntlu-.nl value unless cases are notified in the earliest stages of the

Ar'l'.lcle V. of the Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1912,
‘provides that **. . . Every medical practitioner . . . attending
-55_-:=  or called in to visit any person (whether at an institution or other-
se) shall, within forty-eight hours after first becoming aware that
such person 13 suffering from tuberculosis ' (pulmonary or non-
pulmonary) ‘‘ make and sign a notification of the case . . and
-5?": transmit the notification to the medical officer of health for the
listrict within which the place of residence of the person is
BRbata. . . .

An i :u:u:_vl.ur:;r regarding the practical utility of these regulations as
Baned in Birkenhead was begun in 1920, and continued throughout
ast year. A summary of the facts relating to 1921 is given below:—

- Of the 154 patients who died from pulmonary tuberculosis during
921, those who had been notified

2
i

. Over four years numbered . B ( 5.29, of total)
3 Under ,, o 2 E 1.5 7 )
,, three years R 9 (58 o )
., two years e 20 (13.0 o )
,, ONne year % 10 ( 6.5 be )
,» SiX months : 26 (16.9 )
,, three months .. 21 (13.6 4 )
,» one month o 18 (11.7 - )
,,» one week 10 ( 6.5 o )

and those who had nnt been ;
notified numbered . 30 (19.5 )
. d‘lzms only 48.19 of these cﬂ.sesmless than halfmware notified to

ent three months or more before death.,
Of. the 40 patients who died from non-pulmonary tuberculosis
g 1921 those who had been notified
Over three years numbered 2 ( 5.09 of total)
Under three years ,, ... 1 (25
»» WO years { 1
,, one year r . —

(]

,» three months ,, 1 %
»» One month 2 (
one week .13 (32. .
and those who haﬂmthaen

2.5
2.5
5.0 0,
2.5
0.0

e T ot T i # e

notified numbered ...... 20 (50.
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43 Other infectious diseases.

TABLE I 2.

Infectious diseases other than tuberculosis notified during 1921 ;
showing ages.

65
Disease und.| 1-2 | 2-3 | 3-4 | 4-§ | 5-10[10-15 15-m1m45]3ﬁ-45 |45.455 yra | To-
Lyr| yrs. | yro. | yrs | yrs | ¥rs. | y7a | yrs. | yTs. | y78. | ¥rs, [ up | tal
Smallpex ..o | — — | === =|=1] 2| 2| 5| 1| 10
[Hoarlatina .. ..... .........| 8 T |16 | 17 | 23 1141 | 87 | 24 | 34 6| —|—| 337
Diphtheria and membwa-
' nouscronp . .........| 2| 3| 8| 8|14 (60| 28| 8|12 4| — | — | 147
Erysipelas ... 1(—| 1| —|—| 1| 8| 4| 710 |24 4| 55
:‘p phus fever ............... — == == =|—|=|=|=|=-|—-| —
fyphoid fever ............| — | —=|—|—| 1| —|—]| 1| 5| 1| 2|—| 10
~ Continued fever............| — | — | — | — | = | = | —=|—|—|—|—|—]| —
Re Eaing Jever ..o oin — === =|=|—=|=-|=|=|=|—-]| =
Cerebro-spinal meningitis) — | — | 1| — | — | — | — | — | = | — | — | - 1
Encephalitis lethargica
_ e - | 1| —| 1| —=|—=|=|—| 01| =|—=|—= 3
fPolio-encephalitis (acute)) — |~ | — | — | = | = | — | —|—=|—=|—|—]| —
Poliomyelitis (acute). ... — | === == =]|=|=|=|=|=1| —
‘Puerperal fever ...........| — | — | — | — | —=| =] =|=| 7| 1| =|— 8
‘Ophthalmia neonatorum' 27 | — | — | — | — | — | — | —| = | — | — | — | 27
Cholera .........ccovvcciiie) — [ — | — | = | — | = | = | = | = |—=|=|—1| —
Pne e 2 1 1B 7| 617 6| 6|32 (1521 8 {143
O T e e | ) | | P I e R S
pyeentery .......coconnniien — === == == 2| === 2
Essnch fover SRESGEA — | — |-l —|—|—|—|—=|—|—|—=|=| —
Total ......| 46 | 35 | 39 | 33 | 44 im 104 | 43 | 87 | 38 | 52 | 8| 748

Cerebro-spinal fever.—1 case was notified during the year, a male,
2 years of age. This case was treated at home, and subsequently died.
- Diagnosis was not corroborated by bacteriological examination.
 Encephalitis lethargica.—3 cases were notified during the year,
viz.:—
- Male, 32 ivears of age, treated at the Infectious Diseases
. Hospital, Birkenhead ; recovery resulted.
E Female, 18 months of age; treated at the Royal Liverpool
s Children’s Hospital, Liverpool ; recovery reported.
' Fe;_:t;ll:e, 34 years of age; treated at home, and subsequently

ied.

Smallpox.—Of this disease 10 cases were notified during the year,
Land information regarding 1 other case (unnotified) was obtained. The
10 notified patients were removed to hospital, recovery resulting in
‘each case. All contacts were followed up and vaccinated, the Publie
| Vaccinators giving every assistance in this connection.
"i - The first case (S.H., male, age 51) was notified on 18/2/21,
land had at this time been ill for 6 days. He kept a hairdresser's shop ;
the possibility of infection having been disseminated was therefore very
great. Twelve days before the onset of his illness a seafaring nephew
d come to stay with him. This man, who had been discharged
from his vessel at Glasgow, returned to his home in Denmark on the
11th February (the day before S.H. fell ill). His vessel had been at
Gibraltar on the 20th January, and had previously touched at other
Mediterranean ports. Tt is at least possible that infection may have
reached S.H. from this man.




|
- b i " § 5 By e |
r | | .
- | I
e
- |
ol e = Lol T = ~] £ o =1 e =




[ 44 Other infections diseases.
l .
} Anthrax.—From information received it was found that a number
. of shaving brushes which were possibly infected with anthrax had been
introduced into the Borough; and that they were being exposed for
- sale in various shops.

With a view to protecting the health of the public 86 visits were
-~ made to these shops by members of the staff and 9 supposed infected
. shwviug brusiies were received irom various shopkeepers.

VACCINATION.

The following is the latest completed information relative to
vaccination in the Borough and relates to the period 1st January, 1920,
to 8lst December, 1920, viz..—

T AT T

& LT T e N A L 11 |
s Successtully vaccinated .............cccoiiiiiiiiniinie.... 3069
b T T e T T T PO S s 25
£ T U T e e e e e R
2 Number in redpect of whom statutory declarations of

3 conscientious objection have been received ......... 711
;E_ B P ATARER 5. ... ... oeiieiiiaasinaiisinrarsenennis . SOB
" Postponed by medical certificate ............................. 44
t Removed to districts the vaccination officers of which

i : L 58
* Removed to places unknown or which cannot be traced 41
% UL T e e R S S O PR - 3
-

o DISINFECTION.

- Books.—66 Public Library and 1 school library books were

ygolleuted from infected houses and disinfected, and one library book

- was destroyed.
Dwaellings.—341 house-disinfecting notices were served, 521

:;huuaes or parts of houses were disinfected during the year.

: . -

Bedding and clothes.—Infected bedding and clothes were collected

drom 824 dwellings and disinfected at the disinfecting station. In 234

further cases infected or discarded bedding and clothes were destroyed.

: Visits and revisits pald to houses, etc., by Disinfecting Inspector.—
 Inspector Isaac Taylor paid 5,328 visits and revisits to property during
the year in connection with disinfection after infectious diseases
(including tuberculosis) .

. Cleansing of persons.—A special bath is provided at the disinfecting
station in Corporation Road for dealing with persons under the Cleansing
of Persons Act, 1897. Durng the year no cases were dealt with.

* ISBUE OF DIPHTHERIA ANTITOXIN.

- During the year in accordance with the provisions of the Diphtheria
Antitoxin (outside London) Order, 1910, diphtheria antitoxin was issued
to 19 medical practitioners; 42 phials of 2,000 units each being given
out, a total of 84,000 units. .
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Maternity awl child welfare,

The infant welfare or post-natal clinies are held at Hamilton Square,
Brassey Street, and St. Paul’s Road. The Hamilton Square clinic was
:Fl e ned in 1916 ; the other two clinies in 1919,

- The ante-natal clinic, which is held at No. 9, Hamilton Square,
was opened in 1920.

. The arrangements for home nursing came into force on 1st July,
1919. An agreement between the Corporation and the Birkenhead
District Nursing Society provides for the nursing at home of cases of
thalmia neonatorum; of measles, whooping cough, epidemic
heea, and poliomyelitis in children under the age of five years; and
f illnesses of women associated with pregnancy and confinement.

arrangements made during past year.

- Maternity bags.—As was stated in the annual report for 1920, the
o eircumstances in a considerable number of confinements attended
 midwives in the Borough are such that proper provision for the
inement cannot be made. During the past year the Maternity and
1ld Welfare Committee decided to provide four outfits to be kept at
elinics and loaned out to cases of this description.

The outfits consist of the following articles: 3 sheets, 2 pillow slips,
| towels, 2 mother’s binders, 2 mother’s nightdresses, 2 child’s night-
3, 2 flannel back-wrappers, 4 napkins, 2 flannel vests, 2 flannel

._ﬁayment of 5s. is required before each outfit is issued. All the
ticles, with the exception of the last three items, which may be
tained, must be returned in good condition within one month.

~ Sewing classes.—A sewing class was opened at the Hamilton
yquare clinic in October, 1921, Here instruction is given every
hursday afternoon to young mothers and expectant mothers in the
g out of garments. Model garments are demonstrated at this
and also at Brassey Street and St. Paul’s Road. This work has
een much appreciated and is likely to prove of great pragtical value.

Issue of silver nitrate to midwives.—With the object of providing
1 additional safeguard against ophthalmia neonatorum, supplies of a
olloid preparation of silver nitrate were issued on application during
he past year at cost price to midwives practising in the Borough.

Lectures to midwives.—A summer course of post graduate lectures
midwives was arranged by the Maternity and Child Welfare
ittee and held during the months of May, June, and July.

he lectures were delivered in the Lecture Room of the {"ublic
ry on Friday afternoons at 3 p.m. No charge was made for the
. The total attendances numbered 516, an average of 43 per
1. The subjects dealt with were the following:—

~ ** The Pelvis, Normal and Abnormal” Dr. C. L. Forde

** Obstetrical Diagnosis " ............... =
~ ** Face and Breech Presentations '"... =
& Diseases of Pregnancy ' ............ Dr. W. A. Pierce
-~ The Kidneys in Pregnancy " ....... Dr. J. Rateliff-Gaylard

‘" Abnormal Uterine Action '’ .........



Maternity and clald welfare. a7

MY T S

“ Blow Dilatation of the Soft Parts '  Dr. J. Ratcliff-Gaylard
* Ante- and Pustr-pu,rtum H=zmorr- E
hage "' ..... ¥ 8
' *“ Puerperal ‘-}epms Dr. Mary A. 8. Deacon
" Venereal steaasea {Mat-ernul “and
Infantile)’’ .......ccocieinmisnionanees. D W REDalzell
* Infant Feeding X (o2 s ot Dr. C. 8. Brewer s
** Diseases of the Infant ' ............. Dr. A. Dingwall Fordyce

Further arrangements contemplated or suggested.

Dental treatment.—As was pointed out in the Annual Report for
1920, cases frequently arise where mothers or expectant mothers
abtendmg the clinics are found to be in a subnormal state of heal
which is directly traceable to extensive dental disease. It is to be hnped.
that the Maternity and Child Welfdare Committee will be able, through
the co-operation of the Education Committee, to arrange for the treat-
ment of selected necessitous cases at the dental clinic which has been
established at 58, Mount Grove.

+ waded _"u?'i"--.ll" PRy --“L-

Extenslon of post-natal clinics.—The mngestmu at the three
existing post-natal clinics has been increasingly felt during the past year.
There i1s clear indication of the need for % rther provigion, and it is
hoped that this will be made at an early date at the Mount Grove clinic
. premises, which are in many ways well adapted for the purpose.

1 g
.d_'r.:.._-_.-\'-n- "'_ = L

Maternity hospital provision.—The shortage of ma.temlty hﬂﬁpl‘ﬁ' |
accommodation in the Borough was referred to in detail in the last
annual report. While this is a matter which ptobahly ca.nnﬂt
adequately be dealt with at the present time, it is one of grea -
importance and urgency and should not be overlooked.

Staff.—The executive medical staff engaged on maternity and n::hll&
welfare work during the year consisted of Dr. Brewer, who has carried
on the post-natal clinies; and Dr. Deacon, who has given one afterncon’
per week to the ante- natal clinic. _.

In addition to the Chief Health Nurse and the Inspector
Midwives the equivalent of the whele time of six nurses was, at the
end of the year, available for this work.

e P _..._SJL:A:_-?_.!_'J&E ;-. o

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF MIDWIVES.

Work under this section is concerned with the administration of
the Midwives' Acts, 1902 and 1918; the visiting of the homes of
midwives, inspecting their mstruments, ete., adﬂsmg them on the
details of their work and on their duties as set out in the above Acta, :
and in the rules issued by the Central Midwives’ Board. 2

Number of midwives.—During the year 1021, 84 midwives entered
their names on the local register as practising in the Borough. Of theae.
13 subsequently left the district, and their names have been removed
from the register accordingly. 4 midwives gave notice of change Df




58 Maternity and child iwelfare.

addresses, and one had her name removed from the roll at her own
request. 1 Birkenhead midwife died during the year.
Of the 84 midwives, 74 were trained and 10 untrained.

 Number of cases attended by midwives.—The cases attended by
midwives alone (no doctor being in attendance) numbered 2,809 ;
approximately three-quarters of the total births in the Borough.

3  Visits of inspection.—The inspector of midwives paid 118 quﬂltbrly
and 116 special visits of inspection.

- Interviews in office.—43 midwives were interviewed during the
year, '

Complaints against midwives.—Complaints against midwives
received numbered 5. These were investigated by the inspector.

- Cases of puerperal fever in practice of midwives.—The inspector
investigated 8 cases.

- Cases requiring medical help.—119 cazes were notified by midwives
in which medical aid had been called in, as against 483 last year. The
inspector made 277 special inquiries regarding cases requiring medical
help.

Supply of silver nitrate to midwives.—Supplies of a colloid
T _pamtinn of silver nitrate were issued to sixteen midwives at cost
price.

'_ME VISITING OF EXPECTANT MOTHERS, MOTHERS, AND
YOUNG CHILDREN.

- Home yisiting.—The following is a summary of thé visits paid by
the health nurses in connection with expectant mothers, mothers, and
pung children:—
3147 routine first visits were paid to infants
B751 routine revisits were paid to infants under one year
10731 routine visits were paid to children over 1 year and under
5 years old.
51 first visits and 29 revisits were paid in connection with
the investigation of stillbirths
272 visits were paid in connection with cases of pneumonia
27 cases of ophthalmia neonatorum were visited and kept
under supervision.
150 first visits were paid to expectant mothers
183 revisits were paid to expectant mothers
51 wvisits were made in connection with deaths of infants
18 special inquiries were made in connection with cases for
admission to the Day Nursery

Cases reported for special action.—The following cases after being
ited were reported for special action:—
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- 60 Maternity and child welfare.

below, was adopted by the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee
as from lst July, 1921:—

No. in family Maximum incomep
> loiveiesiiiniaeiieanninnnnsn. 16/~ after deduction of rent.
i 18 /- per head E
T s
e DG o = o
e T T 8/-

In September, 1921, tollowing on a decision of the Ministry of
~ Health to cut down the Exchequer grant to local authorities
towards the cost of free milk distribution from 509 of approved
- expenditure to a sum not exceeding 59 of the expenditure for the
- corresponding period in the previous financial year (circular 234), the
Committee came to the conclusion that the scheme for the provision of
free milk had become unworkable, and the supply of free milk
- was accordingly stopped on the 17th of that month.
' The above decision of the Ministry was, however, revoked later
~ in the year (circular 267, 13th Dec., 1921), and the Committee’s
scheme for distribution was again put into operaton.
The need for the very strictest economy in connection wth the
~ expenditure involved has )]'JEETJ fully realised. Applications for free
milk are allowed to go forward only where the doctors at the clinics have
satisfied themselves, by a medical examination of the cases on whose
behalf the applications have been made, that the supply is essential
on grounds of health. .
- Milk is given only to—
(@) Nursing mothers who are actually suckling their children ;
_ (h) Expectant mothers in the last three months of pregnancy ;
= (¢) Children up to twelve months whose mother is unable to
i nurse them.

ANTE-NATAL CLINIC.
At the ante-natal clinic 49 sessions were held during the year, and
174 new cases were seen.

Condltion with regard to pregnancy.—The condition of these cases
‘with regard to pregnancy at the time of their first attendance was as
follows:—

(a) 22 were in their first pregnancy

(h) 105 were in their second or subsequent pregnancy

(¢) 47 were not pregnant

174

~ Attendances.—The attendances made by these three classes of
ChABe wWere . —

(a) 50

1) 347

¢) B7
















Health of seliocl children, G

HEALTH OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

The arrangements made by the Birkenhead Education Committee
for promoting the health of the children attending elementary and
secondary schools in the Borough include :

(a) The medical inspection and re-inspection of children and

young persons in elementary and sewndary schools. Routine inspection
in elementary schools now covers the examination of '
*“ Entrants '"—all admissions to infants’ schools and all

children in such schools not previously examined.

** Intermediates "'—children reaching the age of eight
durink the year. £
‘* Leavers "'—children in senior schools reaching the age
of twelve during the year. £

(6) The following up of cases found on inspection to require
medical attention.

(¢) The provision of medical treatment for certain children
suffering from minor ailments.

(d) The examination of children with defective vision, the
prescribing of spectacles, and the supply of spectacles.

(e) The provision of a special school for mentally defective
children.

(f) The medical examination of children with reference to fitness
for employment.
(g) The examination of children suspected of mental defect.

(h) The examination of children for whom exemption from school
attendance is eclaimed.

(¢) The examination of children awarded scholarships t-o
secondary schools, bursars, and student teachers.’

(k) The inspection of school premises as to lighting, ventilation,
&e.

g

g e -—"—h‘iﬂlul.'.?l.'l'...

Staff.—Dr. Mary Deacon, Assistant Medical Officer, was engaged
on the detailed work of inspection and treatment thrﬂughout- the year.
Dr. Smythe, who joined the staff in 1915, resigned early in 1921,
terminating his duties on 28th February. An interval of two and a half
months elapsed before Dr. William Macewen, who was appointed to
fill the vacancy thus created, came to Birkenhead. As a result the
amount of work done during the year was considerably less than in 1920.

Dr. Grimshaw continued throughout the year to examine and
preseribe spectm:les for cases of visual defect referred to him as a result
of medical inspections. Early in the year the work of routine dental
inspection and treatment was commenced by Mr. Wilson Smith, r.n.s.

The opening of the dental clinic necessitated the appointment of
an additional nurse; bringing the nursing staff available for the school -
medical service up to the equivalent of six whole-time nurses.

:.J.'..m:a;'.-rht'ﬂ-*r-*-ertﬂ_\f_-, !

c-—-b.. e



66 Health of school childien,

Co-ordination with other health work.—The Board of Education

- request that a statement as to the co-ordination of the work of the
‘School Medical Service with that of other health services in the area
- gshould appear in this annual report. In Birkenhead, as in the great
majority of other areas throughout the country, full co-ordination exists
in so far as one principal Medical Officer is responsible for the organis-
ation and administration of the health and medical services provided by
 the Education, Health, and Maternity and Child Welfare Committees.

It is recognised by these committees to be very desirable in the
interests of economy and general efficiency that this linking-up should
be as intimate as possible. Records of children who have been under
supervision at Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics should be available
in connection with school medical inspection in later life; detailed
reports on mentally defective children should later be readily accessible
for the purposes of the Mental Deficiency Committee's work; the
control of infectious disease in schools should be in the same hands that
deal with the medical inspection of school children; and in many
other directions the need for unification is equally obvious.

Extensions in administrative arrangements contemplated or suggested.

- 1. Cleansing station.—Consideration has been given by the
Eduecation Committee to the provision of a cleansing station for
erminous children, and it is hoped that it will be possible to make this
‘provision during the coming year.

: - 2. X-ray treatment of ringworm.—Arrangements have now been
.~ made with Birkenhead and Wirral Children’s Hospital for the use,
by the Education Commiftee's medical staff, of the X-ray apparatus
in that institution for the treatment of cases of ringworm among school
children, and this work will be commenced during 1922.

- 8. Open-air school —In my last annual report emphasis was laid
~ on the importance of open-air school provision in the economy campaign

against disease. Loeal authorities fully realise that they cannot

afford to be extravagant with the health of the community ; that this
may be increasingly safeguarded by organised measures, or squandered
by communal neglect. Open-air schools are a valuable asset towards
he: :h-?aﬁng, and the need for their provision is not likely to be lost
sight of.

MEDICAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT
(ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS).

- (A) INsPECTION.

~ Number of elementary schools and school children.—The number
of elementary schools in the borough is:

ool Behaods . i 15

Wolembary Bobiools i S innsian i 19 Total 34
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68 Health of school chililren,

Infectious diseases.—Enquiry was made at each inspection as to
the infectious diseases from which the children had suffered in the
past. The information elicited is summarised in Table 8 10.

Defects found requiring treatment.—The number of children
referred for treatment as the result of medical "inspection was as

follows:— Code  Special

Skin Conditions, Group.  Cases.

G T e e O Ty e o o N et 571 18

T e e e P e L L T 14 4

T e P T e e Sl e e sl R 37 8

L T e e e TR e R P U 41 17

T DT I L e e e i S S S 11 4

© Eye Defeets.
Defective vision and squint (for further details see
T R e T R A e S AN PP 6T B7

External eye disease ....................... T e 54 9
Ear Defects i

T T e B b i P R 70 21

b T e e St R S G iy 7
Teeth Defeets (for further details see T'able 8 8) ...ooveveeeen. 718 40
Note and Throat Defects.

Enlarged bommilal ol oill. L i e 125 4

Enlarged tonsils and adenoids ........cccccceeeviiviccnnnnnnnn. 239 19

SR e e e e A T P AT 11 11
Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosts.

Glands ....... i e e O A 1 1
e e P ROt 234 36

A full statement regarding the defects found setting out the number
of defective children is given in Table 8 6. In Table 8§ 12 the
defective children are classified according to the schools attended.

~ (B) TrEaTMENT.

The following procedure is observed as a routine in connection
with all cases found on medical inspection to require treatment or
supervision, in addition to informing the parents of the nature of
defects found and the need for securing treatment:—

1. All cases where defects have been found are ‘* followed up,”
visits to the homes being paid by the Health Nurses, and the parents

- urged to secure treatment.

2. Re-examinations of eases of defect are ma;de by the Assistant

~ Medical Officers from time to time, both in the schools and at the clinies.

During the past year the Health Nurses paid 2,893 visits to the
homes of defective children in connection with ** following up ""—1,663
first wvisits and 1,230 re-visits; and 1,872 defective children were
re-examined by the Assistant Medieal Officers .

It should be noted that in every case where medieal defects requir-
ing treatment are found the parents are urged in the first instance to

~ consult the family doctor. Every effort is made, and should be made,
- to secure that the organised scheme of medical inspection provided by

the education authority does not in any way take the place of, or inter-
- fere with, the established relationship between the family and their
- private medical attendant.
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Health of school children.

16. It does not appear to be desirable to charge fees [or treatment
done at the clinic. It is found in actual practice that the total amoung
,received in this way hardly pays the cost of collection; and the charging
“of small fees has the undesirable effect of ln:-wenng the value of the
treatment in the eyes of the parents. Kvery endeavour should i
made to secure that parents who can afford to obtain the services of a
private dental surgeon should do so.

17. The desirability of linking up this branch of the school
medical service with the other work carried out in the area in connees
tion with health should be recognised from the outset and the door left
open so as to facilitate and encourage co-operation with the activities
of other committees.

In his annual report for 1919 on the school medical service of the
country, Sir George Newman, K.c.B., Principal Medical Officer to the
Ministry of Health, indicates one field for such co- -operation; he ::ii-'.-
“ Much of the disease that each school dentist has to deal with has its
beginning in infancy and in the health of the mother before and
the birth of the child. Dentists are being appointed in increasing
numbers to maternity and child welfare centres, and other means shoulé
be adopted for linking these two branches of dental wor

Clinic premises and equipment.—The Education Committee’
premises at 58 Mount Grove were selected for use as a dental clinie
Structural alterations and decorations were carried out at a cost of
£373 13s. 0d. ; and the necessary furniture, appar&‘l:-ua ﬂ.nd instruments
purchased at a cost of £394 10s, 5d. 1

Preliminary visit to the schools.—DBefore the actual work of routin
dental inspection was entered upon, the School Dental Surgeon visi
every elementary school in the Borough where children of six or se
years of age were being taught, and explained to the head teacher the
above scheme in detail. The general objects of the scheme were als
discussed with a view to enlisting the head teachers’ interest and
co-operation.

Routine Inspection. .

Number inspected.—2,695 children were inspected during the yes
—made up of 1,321 aged six years, and 1,374 aged seven years. Th
number of sessions devoted to inspection in the schools was 57.

Number requiring dental treatment.—0Of the 2,695 chilii'
inspected 1,751, or 64.9 per cent., were selected as requiring treatmen

Cleanliness of teeth—The children examined were classifie
according to cleanliness of teeth as follows:—

) T b WO B R e i 1085  (40.220)
Toirly alafin ... . et e e S A 883  (32.7%)
DRy i e e S 727 (20.1%)

Condition of qums—The following figures showing the mndL_
of the gums of the children examined are of great interest:— ]
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Gu R e ik idabnsidnnsnabsssnes annaan 1962 (7T2.89)
Gu:: i.nﬂatlglarﬁd .............................................. H4l (20.475)
SIS sepln 192 (6.8%)
Condition of bite.—This was found to be as set out below:—
Bl Lt pre 1456 (50.3%)
G R e S R e 717 (26.6%)
LT T b e e e e R 522  (23.1%)

The results recorded in each school inspected will be found in
Table S 15.

':
i 'Tﬁatmant_ﬂntices were sent out to the parents of the 1,751
children found to require dental treatment, with the following results:—

Refused to have treatment dome ..ocococeeiiveeveiiiciiiiiainn 247 (14.19%)
Stated that treatment would be obtained privately ...... 514  (29.2%)
Requested treatment at the Dental Clinie ..o 0989  (51.3%)
Left Borough shortly after date of inspection .............. 1

1751

] The detailed statistics for the various schools where inspections
‘were carried out are given in Table 8 16.

- Treatment at the Dental Clinic.—Of the 989 chidren for whomn
treatment at the Dental Clinic was asked, 785, or 44.8 per cent. of the
children found on inspection to require attention were actually treated
‘before the end of the year; 114 were sent for but did not attend; and
90 were on the waiting list on 31st December.

. Details of treatment carried out.—The detailed work carried out at
‘the clinic was as follows:—

Permanent teeth extracted ...........cccccorecinicriivcisiinsnneciieee 10
Permanent teeth fillad . . . ..cccoociiiriiiiiiiiiiiesisnnanes a 375
Temporary teeth extracted ..................covivierccecncinne. 1337
Tamporary keath fillad . ..., 260
B L B e wexss cr s aos mmmnne famassromsnsasnsesasarsnnnnssenan 607
L T i T i e o G S e 79
Local anmsthetics administered ........covivcieniiiiininisinenene.. B28
General anssthetics administered ......ooocv i 33

The total attendances at the clinic numbered 918,

. General considerations.—The results obtained in the first year of
- working must, I think, appear satisfactory; and to the enthusiasm and
patience of Mr. Wilson Smith, 1..p.8., the School Dental SBurgeon, is
largely due the sucecess with which the inauguration of the Committee’s
 scheme has been attended. The later development and advance of
 school dental work depends to a very great extent on the tact and
sympathy with which it is handled in its beginnings.  The hearty
eo-operation of the teachers has to be gained, the interest of parents has
bo be aroused, and their incredulity and not unnatural opposition to
totally new ideas must be removed gradually. No wholesale and
mmediate conversion to a proper appreciation of the principles of dental
*g,r giene is possible ; enlightenment and progress must come slowly.
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The high proportion of requests for treatment at the cliuiu—uv
50 per cent.—must be gratifying to Mr. Smith personally. In approx-
imately 80 per cent. of cases parents promised to obtain treatment
privately; but it is probable that at this early stage of the scheme’s
history this promise was often really an evasion. These cases, however,
are not followed up at present with the object of bringing pressure
bear on the parents in the event of neglect; educational rather thar
compulsory methods must be relied on to give the best results.

Mr. Smith has recorded interesting impressions on the course of the
year's work. With reference to the popular lack of knowledge in dental
matters he says: *“ Of many mistakes made by parents in regard te
their children’s teeth and mouths, the most prominent is the aasumph
that the first permanent molar is a temporary tooth, and that con
sequently no attention need be paid to it, as it will be shed and reple
by a new one. I have very many amusing epistles from parents assu
me that their child has no second teeth, &c., when on referring to the
chart I find they may have four, five or more.  Parents, therefore
require to have this error pmnted out to them, which I have done
verbally and in many cases per letter. On what they base their
assumption I have not yet been able to elucidate ,but pmhahly the fa
that the teeth erupt so early may have something to do with it. On these
four permanent molars is placed the strain of holding the fort, as it
were, while the other (temporary) teeth are being gradually shed.
they demy, as they are very prone to do, owing, among other thmgs,
the physiological changes going on in the mouth, the resulta
disastrous unless they are attended to within a ream:mable time.”"

With regard to treatment, Mr. Smith observes: ‘‘ Temperament
ully and physically there is so much difference in children that
to ignore this factor and prescribe any method of practice for a
cases would result in failure and disaster, You cannot deal with h‘um
beings as you would with inanimate objects. The dentist’s duty is |
study the temperament of the child most carefully. One feature of th
management of children during treatment is the unfortunate habit
deceiving them as to what is actually to be done. It is alwa,
well, of course, to destroy in the mind of the liftle patient an;
sense of fear by making as light as possible of the operation in hand
but dellbamtely to assure a child that a certain operation will not hur
when it is almost certain to do so is wrong. One nust not forget, Elﬂ'.l eE
that naturally a child’s jaws are small and comparatively weak, and ¢
strain on the muscles in keeping the mouth open for a long permd i
considerable; hence an operation on a child might take twice, thre

times, or even four times as long as a corresponding operation on :
adult.”’ :

MEDICAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT
(SECONDARY SCHOOLS). B

Secondary schools and school children.—These schools, .w:lth
average number of children on the rolls, are as follows:—

The Birkenhead Institute (Boys) ..........coou.e. 487 3
The Girls’ Secondary School ................oc. 437 -4
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E (At the Higher Elementary School there are on the Fullg approximately
182 boys over the age of 14 whose medical inspection is called for on
the same lines as that of the older children in secondary schools. These
numbers are included in the total of 24,643 elementary school children

given above.)

Birkenhead Institute.—The medical inspection of boys attending the
Birkenhead Institute was begun during the year.

314 boys were examined ; the defects found being as follows:—
Boys. Percentage.

Defective teeth .........ococooviiviiniiiiiiiiiiin., 202 64.3
Nose and throat defects (inciuding slight

obstruction) ... 143 45.5
Defective vision (anything below 6/6) ........... 929 31.5

Deformities and other abnormalities (spinal
eurvature, pigeon chest, undescended

B L L e senannssisasnans rassrnnraannnsnnans 72 22.9
Heart and cireulation defects .......oooevvvvveeeennnn. 43 13.7
R e B e, e e 19 6.1
TR TN i e e 5 1.6
R T e e e s R L | 13.7

Girls’ Secondary School.—During the year four examinations were
_earried out by Dr. Deacon at this school. The first two, held in January
and May, were for re-inspection purposes. A complete examination of
every child in the school was made in September, and a complete
re-examination was made at the end of the year. At the September
- examination B0 newly-admitted scholars were inspected.

A comparison of the results of the latter two inspections is shown
‘in the Table S 14, the Junior and Senior Schools being separated. (The
Junior School consists mainly of new children; the Senior of those
children who have been in the school for one year and over.) The table
contains interesting information as to prevalence of ‘E;ﬁriOUS defects
among junior and senior scholars.

The remedial exercises carried out at this school are of the greatest
benefit to the girls. Exercises are preseribed by Dr. Deacon to suit
the defects found in individual girls—round shoulders, spinal curvature,
. etc.—and excellent results are obtained. But in onder to secure the
~ permanent correction of defects it is necessary to keep the child under
- treatment throughout the growing period.

: A full report on the inaugural work of medical supervision carried
out in 1920 at this school was published in the annual report for last
year. There can be no question as to the benefits which have resulted.

The standard of cleanliness has been greatly raised, as is shown by
a comparison of this year’s percentage of children affected by pediculosis
| (4 per cent.) as compared with last year (14 per cent.).

: There are 94 girls in the school wearing glasses for the correction
of eyesight defects; a percentage of 22.6.
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The average age of the children attending the school, and their
classification, are shown below:—

L -] GIRLS
CLASS. A"Elfiii‘ﬁ AL, AVERAGE AGE,
e e 13 —
Tass ﬂ;—um A R e R 12 13
Jlass 3—Boys and Girls.............cooveen oes 111 12
Jlass 4—PBoys and Girls ...... . ... .. ... 10 10
Jlagz 5—Boys and Girls ....................... 4 10
lass 6—Boys and Girls..... ... . .......... 8 9
|

- School dinners have been provided throughout the year at a cost
o the parant of 3d. per day.

£ e T T P
: ta{ e T T R A R N O S e £181

g The weekly menu was:—

- Monday ...... Lentil or pea soup; boiled bread pudding.
.Tuﬂdﬂy ...... Stew—meat, onions, potatoes; rice pudding.
Wednesday...Minced meat, potatoes, greens;  boiled fruit

- pudding.
Thursday ....Irish stew ; sago pudding.
Friday.. .......Hot pot.

~ After-care of children who have left the Special School.—Mentally
ef; tive children pass automatically out of the care of the Education
‘ommittee when they reach the age of sixteen.

It is just at this age, however, that supervision or guidance is
re gently required for these cases; too often when the restraint of
discipline is removed the inherent lack of mental and moral
elf-control manifests itself, and the result of many years of devoted
jork spent on the nhﬂdren by the teachers in the Special School is
ndone

__ Az. was stated in the annual report for 1920, a card index register
. all the children who have left the school since it was {:pﬁned in
eptember, 1903, is now kept in my office.

~ An enquiry was carried out during the past year into the circum-
"_.,.'* es of these cases, and much valuable information was obtained.
f this the following is a summary:—

) Lost trace of, died, or left Borough—

Lost tracu oE ......................................................... 150
4 Left Bornu 11 iy e T SR SO 32 — 205
| Returned from Spmal School to ordinary echools ...... 4
) Entersd employment after leaving school; nature of
employment—
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll E
Sl T e e e e 17
T e e e R R S Ve S 3
TR e e e e e 1
BEOL BAWBE WOTK .......ccoviiviiiiiiivssossisinecnssnserenssins 1
L S e AL 1
b P e e 1
Ll B e S SR 2



A

b L

- y iF
o

il

] -













A Lx L B 5 3
i 1
| ] 1
FIT: SN Tl Mina LeCl e i1 IR TR ]
: |
i 1 off the Fle t T wolin i
THentar L10)] CEsltracl @t oL b |
" 1 B TR T 1 s opoaw 3 1 1
A4 AL I ACLE K Lr 1 LREE A L ki LY . 18 H BIE 144 R Li | | J
| L i ni |1} 15 A Ol k AL LT 1L o 'y (1§ |-
= L e TR M i .
L] [1 L G LLESEL | # 1 |l 1 i i na e
JLhs £ HE
A LAkl L % |
I




% 1 '
L il i
1 LATi}
LI ELL
i i
i
|
110 L
Al
1 r 1
1
-
| !

























|
~ ra
{
! =
R
|
|



















